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Bored studio audience walks out 

Scratchcard 
lottery show 

faces BBC axe 
By Carol Midgley, media correspondent 
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THE BBC is planning to drop 
its controversial National Lot¬ 
tery Big Ticket Show after its 
current run, with executives 
branding it a public relations 
disaster. Crisis talks have 

.been held this week between 
jMhe BBC and Camelot about 

the Saturday night show, 
which is only three weeks into 
its 16-week run. 

insiders say the BBC has 
already decided not to exercise 
its option to renew the contract 
for die show, and some of the 
remaining shows may be “re¬ 
vamped" following disap¬ 
pointing audience ratings of 
about seven million. 

Two weeks ago, nearly half 
of the 300-strong studio audi¬ 
ence walked out during film¬ 
ing because they were bored. 
Producers had to persuade the 
remaining people to bunch up - 
to make the studio look full 

The BBC, however, denied 
that there had been talks 
about axing the show, which is 
built around a £2 scratchcard, 
and insisted that it was happy 
with it. “We cannot say wheth¬ 
er we are carrying on with the 
show at the end of 16 weeks 
because we haven’t decided 
yet," a spokeswoman said. 
’ MPs have censured the BBC 

•or endorsing the new 
'scratchcard, claiming it 
breaches it status as a non¬ 
commercial. public service 
broadcaster and Charities 
have accused tire BBC of 
promoting the “world's big¬ 

gest gambling show" and 
helping to boost Camelot’s 
profits. Gerald Kaufman, 
chairman of die Culture Select 
Committee, said Lord Reith 
would be “turning in his 
grave” at the BBC’s relation¬ 
ship with Camelot 

The show, hosted by Anthea 
Turner, was-teunehed amid 
much hype as the lottery's 
biggest extravaganza to date. 
It costs the BBC a reported 
£500.000 to make each 50- 
minute show and Camelot has 
spent £7 million promoting 
the game. 

The show is linked to the TV 
Dreams scratchcard and was 
designed to boost flagging 
sales of scratchcazds general¬ 
ly. but sales have remained 
virtually unchanged at about 
£14 million since the show 
started last month. Camelot 
refused to divulge the figures 
for the £2 card, but admitted: 
“Sales have beat slower than 
anticipated.” 

Camelot executives are 
known to have been frustrated 
by the BBGs decision to ban 
its name from being linked to 
the scratchcard—even though 
me of the prizes is a place on 
the show. It also refused to let 
Ms Turner cm-her copresenter 
Patrick Kielty be photo¬ 
graphed with the ticket 

A Camelot source said: “It 
has been a nightmare to 
market because we cannot 
show any link to the BBC, 
even though that's the whole 
point of it." 

The BBC’s producer guide¬ 
lines warn against competi¬ 
tions which “risk bong 
interpreted as gambling or a 
lottery". They state that the 
Lotteries and Amusements Act 
of 1976 may be contravened if 
"a viewer competition is based 
on a game of chance and some 
sort of donation, purchase or 
contribution is noade". 

A BBC insider said: "1 think 
this is a nightmare some BBC 
bosses would like to put 
behind them, but they will not 
admit they made a mistake." 

The BBC spokeswoman de¬ 
nied that .it amounted to the 
straw being axed. “There were 
only ever going to be 16 
shows" she said. “There will 
be some changes, but I'm not 
in a position to say what they 
are. That it the nature of live 
shows, you are always amend¬ 
ing them.” 

Ernie, a golden 
oldie, attracts 
big spenders 

By Philip Delves Broughton 

Letters, page 23 { Louise O’Connor at the tiny console of Ernie yesterday and, right, the giant of 1957 

PREMIUM BONDS, once the 
favourite investment of canny 
grannies and penny-inching 
junior derks. are fighting back 
against the National Lottery 
as the rich discover they make 
an extremely attractive punt 

National Savings, which 
runs Premium Bonds, an¬ 
nounced yesterday that more 
have been sold in the past 36 
months than in the previous 37 
years. A Elmilbon jackpot was 
introduced in 1993. 

About 130.000 people have 
invested the maximum 
£20.000. among them top 
corporate financiers and cap¬ 
tains of industry. While the 
prizes have grown, the tech¬ 
nology for picking winners 
has shrunk. In 1957. when 
Premium Braids were started, 
Ernie — Electronic Random 
Number Indicator Equipment 
— the computer which picks 
winners, was 7ft by 18ft and 
thundered and churned to 
pick his random winners. 
Now, Ernie is based in the 
same office at Marton, near 
Lytham St Annes. Lancashire, 
but is a trim 9in by ISin. 

Last year was a record year 
for Premium Bonds — £32 bil¬ 
lion worth were sold, an 
increase of 23 per cent on the 

previous year. In 1993 there 
were just 2.8 billion bonds. 
Today, there are 9.8 billion. 
Investors calculate that, as a 
bet, they make more sense 
titan the National Lottery. 
Prizes —from £50 to Elmillion 
— on a maximum investment 
can outstrip the best High 
Street deposit accounts. 

A £1,000 investment gives a 
1 in 20 chance of winning a 
prize every each month, with a 
1 in 9.870,000 chance of win¬ 
ning the jackpoL A £20,000 
investment gives a 1 in 5 
chance of winning a prize and 
a 1 in 493371 jackpot chance. 

The chance of winning the 
National Lottery jackpot is 14 
million to I, longer odds than 
on the chances of being run 
overby a bus. 

The monthly Premium 
Bond draw could not be more 
different from its lottery rival. 
A security officer from Nat¬ 
ional Savings, a computer 
technician, and two more 
members of the National Saw¬ 
ings staff gather before Ernie 
and press a button. A few 
minutes later, out pops the list 
of the month’s winners. Ano¬ 
nymity is guaranteed. 

Weekend Money, page 49 

- -—- 
weather 32 

CROSSWORD- _32 
; 

’ w . -r» COURT & SOCIAL. _24 

LETTERS..— -23 

OBITUARIES- ...... 25 

. -S- SIMON JENKINS.. _22 

. ; THEATRES- _21 

BUSINESS NEWS.. .27-31 

UNIT TRUSTS- —48 

• V. 
SHARE PRICES— —26 

MONEY_ .49-64 
■ * SPORT-- .33-44 

WEEKEND 

-«-■-=>- -v GARDENING- .13.14 

-1 .* i w 
PROPERTY- ..8-10 

’ V. r1-1 TRAVEL- 23-31 

J7AITH __ .21. fl 

Bovine Tbe Tines overseas _ 
Austria sch 60: Belgium B Frs 110: 
Canada S3-50; Canaries Pts 325: 
Cyprus ctiJO: DenmarkDkr I8.QO. 
Finland Fmk 36-50: France F 18.00; 
Germany DM 4.50; Gibraltar 90p: 
Greece Dr 900: Netherlands FI 6.50: 
luUv L 4,500; Luxembourg Lf 100: 
Madeira Esc 350; Malta 45c 
Morocco Dir40.00:Norway Kr 30.00: 
Portugal con Esc3SO: Spain Pu 3£5j 
Sweden SYr 35.00; Swtaertand S Fjs 
5.50: Tunisia Din 4,750: USA $3.50. 

. - 

1 7701 40m046466 ™ 

Police killer highlighted 
failure of community care 

By Michael Horsnell and Stewart Tendler 

A PARANOID schizophrenic 
who stabbed a policewoman 
to death with a kitchen knife 
when she led a team of officers 
to arrest him was sent to a top- 
security mental hospital with¬ 
out time limit yesterday. 

As Magdi Elgizouii re¬ 
turned to Rampton Hospital, 
where he has been held since 
killing WPC Nina Mackay 
last October, mental health 
reformers described the case 
as a “classic scenario” of the 
failures of care in the 
community. 

One hundred and fifty 
people have been kilted by 
mental health patients in the 
past six years. An inquiry into 
the latest case was announced 
last night. The Government is 
due to publish a green paper 
with proposals for dealing 
with the most dangerous pa¬ 
tients at liberty next month. 

The Old Bailey had been 
told that 30-year-old Elgnouli 
had been granted bail twice in 
the ten days before the killing, 
having duped psychiatrists 
about his mental state: he had 
previously been committed 

under the Mental Health Act 
and plans were in train to 
commit him to hospital again 
on the night he killed WPC 
Mackay. 

He had for years believed 
that he was being persecuted 
by police and had twice at¬ 
tacked passers by in the street 
without warning because he 
thought they were undercover 
officers. 

When 25-year-old WPC 
Mackay smashed through the 
front door of his flat in 
Stratford, east London, his 
worst nightmare appeared to 
have come true. He plunged 
the 7in knife to the hilt into her 
chest 

WPC Mackay, who had 
removed her heavy police 
armour in order to wield an 
hydraulic enforcer ram at his 
front door, screamed at her 
colleagues "I’ve been stabbed" 
and collapsed. She died in 
hospital two hours later. 

Nigel Sweeney, for the pros¬ 
ecution. said that the police 
had been warned that 
Elgizouii was dangerous and 
that caution was needed when 

they wort to arrest him for 
breaching bail conditions and 
being in possession of a knife. 

Mr Sweeney said the plan 
was for WPC Mackay to 
smash open the door using the 
enforcer. She was then to step 
aside as two teams of three 
officers, protected by shields 
and body armour, moved in to 
make the arrest But she 
ignored calls from her col¬ 
leagues to move aside and 
kept going. 

“It was dear that she was 
nervous as it was the first time 
she had used the enforcer.” he 
said. “She did not want to let 
her colleagues down fry failing 
in her task." 

She had completed her 
training with the enforcer only 
days before, but managed 
with the first blow to break 
open the door. “Tragically, she 
did not stand aside, but went 
ahead of the other officers. She 
ran into the hall and was told 
to get out of the way by her 
colleagues.” Elgizouii was 

Continued on page 2, col 5 

life of dedication, page 7 

Himmler’s 
‘little doll’ 

saves Nazis 
Feted by old Nazis just as she 
was by her father, Heinrich 
Himmler’s daughter paraded 
around an SS veterans rally 
in Austria. 

like the'ehildren of Martin 
Bormann and Hermann Goe- 
ring, Gudnrn Burwitz knows 
tiie fame attached to having 
such madmen as fatheis but, 
unlike them, she keeps alive 
the memory Of her father, the 
architect of the Final Solution. 

Gudmn Burwitz. nick¬ 
named Puppi (little doll) by 
ber father, has dedicated her 
life to protecting Nazis Page 3 

Gudrun Burwitz 

New code may kill 
pensions schemes 

By CAROLINE Merrell 

A TOUGH code of selling 
practices for savings and pen¬ 
sions schemes, which could 
see nine out of ten fail the test, 
is planned by the 
Government 

The voluntary code of prac¬ 
tice is to be launched by Helen 
Liddell. Financial Secretary to 
the Treasury, within weeks. It 
will tie in with the launch of 
the new Individual Savings 
Accounts (ISA), which are 
expected to be sold at super¬ 
market tills. It is expected to be 
so stringent that industry ex¬ 
perts estimate only 10 per cent 
of financial produrts'wfl] meet 
the guidelines. 

Though the code may be 
voluntary, those with products 
that da not fit the benchmarks 
may be driven out of the 
industry. The new system of 
benchmarking is likely to 
come as a further blow to 
companies reeling under a 
personal pensions mis-selling 
scandal that is set to cost City 
firms nearly £11 billion in 
compensation. 

The proposed system of 
benchmarking will lay down 
criteria on price. Schemes with 

high management and com¬ 
mission charges will be ex¬ 
cluded. To meet the demands 
of a mobile workforce, 
schemes must be flexible with 
no penalties for those with 
changing financial circum¬ 
stances — the key words will 
be portability and 
transparency. 

Initially the selling code will 
be for LSAs, which replace 
Personal Equity Plans (Peps) 
and Tax Exempt Special Sav¬ 
ings Accounts (Tessas). Even¬ 
tually the benchmarking code 
is to be extended to stakehold¬ 
er pensions — a government 
plan to encourage the millions 
who rely on the state in the old 
age to make extra pension 
provisions. 

Mark Wood, head of Sun 
Life, the insurance company, 
said: “We are making compli¬ 
cated products into a simple 
commodity, with a sticker 
slapped on the side claiming 
that it is all righL People 
should be looking at 
performance." 

Commentary, page 29 
Protection, pages 58.59 

Five ton 
Lara out 

for a duck 
Four years ago Brian Lara 
scored a world record 501 
for Warwickshire against 
Durham. Yesterday, on 
the same ground, against 
the same opponents, the 
West Indian Test player 
faced only eight balls and 
-was out for a duck, caught 
off John Wood who last 
season took only I] champ¬ 
ionship wickets. Lara also 
lost the toss-Page 34 

Dead at 117 
Marie Louise MeOleur, 
the world’s oldest person, 
has died aged 117 in an 
Ontario home. She had 10 
children, 85 grandchil¬ 
dren. 80 great-grandchil¬ 
dren and 57 great-great 
grandchildren. (Reuters) 

Mandela blow 
Nelson Mandela’s Gov¬ 
ernment was dealt a body 
blow to its executive pow¬ 
ers yesterday after South 
Africa's white-run rugby 
establishment won a High 
Court action-Page 12 
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NEXT WEEK IN 
THE TIMES 

MONDAY 

SO YOU WANT 
TO BE A NOVELIST? 
Four first-time authors, 

three top 
literary agents - 
and the verdicts 

Under the skin of sport 

THE BATTLE FOR 
RUGBY’S PREMIERSHIP: 

Saracens v Newcastle 

TUESDAY 

RICHARD CORK'S round-up of the 
Henry Moore centenary shows 

WEDNESDAY 

lnter//face 

Blair tries to rally 
Unionists before 
peace deal vote 

By Martin Fletcher, chief lreiand correspondent 

ENGLAND V PORTUGAL 
Glen Hoddle's final run-up 

to the World Cup 

THURSDAY 
Books: Paddy Ashdown reviews Noel 
Malcolm’s A Short History of Kosovo 

TONY BLAIR yesterday 
mounted an all-out effort to 
rally support for Northern 
Ireland's new peace agree¬ 
ment before today's critical 
meeting of the Ulster Unionist 
Party’s ruling coundJ. 

As David Trimble struggled 
to keep his worried troops m 
line, the Prime Minister gave 
a string of interviews to North¬ 
ern Ireland’s media in which 
he battled to allay Unionist 
concerns on prisoner releases, 
paramilitary disarmament 
and police reform. 

In a speech to bankers in 
New York, Gordon Brown, 
the Chancellor, promised a 
big international economic 
"peace dividend" for Northern 
Ireland. Chris Smith, the Cul¬ 

ture Secretary, offered another 
sweetener by announcing a 
£17 million grant to complete 
the funding for a huge new 
£90 million educational and 
entertainment complex in Bel¬ 
fast’s docklands. 

For Mr Trimble, todays 
marathon meeting of the 860- 
member Ulster Unionist 
CoundJ at Belfast's much- 
bombed Europa Hotel will be 
the sternest test of his political 
career. He said he was confi¬ 
dent that the council would 
bade the agreement but it 
faces strong opposition from 
half his follow MPs, the Or¬ 
ange Order and other impor¬ 
tant elements of the party. 
Defeat would mean the end of 
Mr Trimble'S leadership, and 

Middle East ‘can 
leam from Ulster’ 

From Andrew Pierce, political correspondent 

FRIDAY 

Arts: Why do some groups fail 
to make It In America? 
Media: Chris Powell, the man behind 
Cool Britannia, reveals all 

” SATURDAY 

^ In the magazine: 
Isabel AKende 
on food and 

Hy other lovers 
Plus: 
Adventure activities for £5 

in your FREE 16-page supplement 

TONY BLAIR flew into 
Egypt last night and pledged 
to borrow the lessons from 
Northern Ireland to try to 
revive the faltering Middle 
East peace process. 

The Prime Minister, speak¬ 
ing to reporters on his aircraft 
shortly before touchdown at 
the start of a fiveday tour, 
said that the breakthrough in 
Ulster had been an inspira¬ 
tion across the world, includ¬ 
ing the Middle East "I think 
it is possible to make progress 
but only if there is a deter¬ 
mined sense of willingness on 
both sides to do so.” 

Mr Blair, conducting the 
peace mission as part of 
Britain’s presidency of the 
EU. said that die conse¬ 
quences were grim if the 
stalemate was not broken. "It 
is extremely important to try 
to make progress because 
otherwise, if we don't the 
show slips backwards.” 

He conceded that there was 
a stand-off between the Israe¬ 
lis and the Palestinians over 
developments in the occupied 
territories. The impasse 
threatened the entire peace 
process. Mr Blair confirmed 

that he would seek through¬ 
out talks In Egypt Saudia 
Arabia. Jordan, and Israel to 
give the EU an official role in 
the negotiations to reflect the 
fact more than £320 million 
has been given to aid Palestin¬ 
ian economic development — 
twice the amount foom the 
United Stales in the last four 
years. 

The Palestinian Authority 
yesterday called on America 
and Britain to pressure Israel 
to move ahead with the peace 
process as the Israeli news¬ 
paper Haaretz reported that 
right-wing Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu was 
planning a "charm offensive” 
for Mr Blair. 

David Makovsky. a respect¬ 
ed diplomatic correspondent, 
quoted Israeli officials as say¬ 
ing that Mr Netanyahu's dip¬ 
lomatic tactics were designed 
to get the British Prime Min¬ 
ister to use his influence “to 
get tiie European Union off 
Israel’s back". 

He said that there was no 
sign that Israel was prepared 
to offer die Mr Blair "any 
special concessions on die 
peace process”. 
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•probably of the agreement 
The dissidents mostly accept 
the new constitutional and 
political structures, but are 
appalled by the prospect of 
Sinn Fein leaders participat¬ 
ing in Northern Ireland's gov¬ 
ernment, all IRA prisoners 
being released within two 
years, and the agreement’s 
failure to guarantee paramili¬ 
tary disarmament 

in a succession of interviews 
before his midday departure 
for the Middle East, Mr Blair 
insisted that anyone affiliated 
to an organisation that had 
not completely renounced vio¬ 
lence would be excluded from 
office. Prisoners would be 
released on licence, after indi¬ 
vidual assessments, and "only 
in the context of genuine, 
lasting peace". The object of 
police reform was simply to 
ensure that the RqyaJ Ulster 
Constabulary enjoyed the sup¬ 
port of both communities. 

He urged the people of 
North on Ireland to put pres¬ 
sure on their politicians. The 
peace process "now either 
moves forward decisively or it 
could go back disastrously,” 
he warned, adding: "What the 
Ian Paisleys of this world are 
saying about the document is 
just nonsense." Dr Paisley, the 
Democratic Unionist Party 
leader, is leading the cam¬ 
paign to defeat the agreement 

Mr Trimble went further, 
insisting that "any attempt to 
ease into office paramilitaries 
who have not provided a 
commitment to peaceful 
means by decommissioning or 
other equally effective means 
will precipitate a crisis in the 
Assembly. We will not serve 
alongside such persons". 

The UUP leader also sought 
to rally Unionist support by 
arguing that the agreement 
was "a disaster for Sinn Fdn- 
IRA Violent republicanism 
has foiled to smash the Union. 
Instead Northern Ireland’s 
place within the United King¬ 
dom has been secured." 

He found an unlikely ally in 
the 32 County Sovereignly 
Committee, the group of Sinn 
Fein dissidents opposed to the 
peace talks. At a press confer¬ 
ence yesterday, it claimed that 
the agreement strengthened 
the Union and" challenged 
Sinn Fan to debate a motion 
opposing the deal at the par¬ 
ty’s annual conference in Dub¬ 
lin this weekend. 

Sinn Fein leaders admit 
there is some “hostility" to¬ 
wards the agreement inside 
the party. Pat Doherty, the 
party's vice-president, said 
members were “entirely un¬ 
happy” with the plan to end 
Dublin’s constitutional claim 
to the North. 

Make or break, page 8 
Letters, page 23 

Holloway, to address gay and lesbian Christians 

Bishop says 
Bible is root of 
homophobia 
By Ruth G led hill religion correspondent 

THE leader of the Anglican 
Church in Scotland today ac¬ 
cuses the churches of homo¬ 
phobia and declares that 
Bible texts ruling out homo¬ 
sexual relationships are based 
on "ignorant misunder¬ 
standing”. 

The Right Rev Richard 
Holloway. Bishop of Edin¬ 
burgh, will tell the conference 
of the Lesbian and Gay Chris¬ 
tian Movement in London: 
"Violent homophobia is still 
alive and kicking, and much 
of h is motivated by religious 
zeal." In his address he goes 
on to apologise for the way 
that homosexuals have been 
treated by the churches. 

Bishop Holloway’s com¬ 
ments wfll cause further an¬ 
guish in a church struggling 
to control the conflict over 
homosexuality. On Easter 
Day, the gay rights campaign¬ 
er Peter Tatchell was charged 
with "riotous or violent be¬ 
haviour in a church" after 
disrupting the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s sermon. 

In Bishop Holloway’s ad- 

Tatcbell: charged over 
disrupting sermon 

dress, released yesterday to 
The Times, he predicts that 
the churches will eventually 
accept homosexuality. "The 
Bible, though it is one of our 
greatest treasures, is also our 
greatest danger," he says. 

Bishop Holloway says that 
traditional religions are being 
abandoned as "primitive su¬ 
perstitions” because they are 
incapable of change.“This is 
why many feminists have 
abandoned Christianity.” he 
says- "They see Has incurably 
patriarchal and oppressive." 

He says the Bible can no 
longer be read as a fixed and 
unchanging law. but must be 
seen as "flawed and fallible". 
He continues: "We have re¬ 
cently abandoned the text’s 
tyranny over women, as we 
abandoned its justification of 
slavery, and soon well aban¬ 
don its ignorant misunder¬ 
standing of homosexuality." 

"It must be acknowledged 
that there is a dynamic con¬ 
nection between (he theologi¬ 
cal rejection of gay and 
lesbian people, based on the 
texts in question, and the 
persecution and abuse they 
have endured over the centu¬ 
ries. just as there is an obvious 
connection between anti-Jew¬ 
ish rhetoric in the New Testa¬ 
ment and the Holocaust” 

Bishop Holloway, 64, re¬ 
cently announced plans to 
leave the church and stand for 
the Scottish parliament 

Meanwhile, in a new book. 
Dr John Stott Rector emeri¬ 
tus of All Souls, Langham 
Place, in central London, says 
homosexual relationships are 
"incompatible with with true 
love because they are incom¬ 
patible with God’s law”. 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

Child killer* 
moved out 
of London 

police cell 
Sidney Cooke, the convicted 
child killer, was handed over 
by London police to another 
force yesterday in a holding 
operation until he begins life 
in long-term accommodation 
under the supervision of pm: 
bation officers. 

Cooke was smuggled out of 
Leman Street police station in 
East London and driven out to 
a provincial force. 

Rail crash charge^ 
The driver of the express train 
involved in the Southall rail 
crash, in which seven people 
died last September, was 
charged with manslaughter. 
Larry Harrison. 51, of Graved 
end, Kent, will appear before 
magistrates next month. 

Doctor jailed 
A doctor who indecently as¬ 
saulted women waiting for 
treatment in the Grantham 
Hospital casualty unit where 
he worked was jailed for three** 
years. Yvan Macky had beerr? 
found guilty of two charges at 
Lincoln Crown Court 

Radio rebuke 
Virgin Radio has been repri¬ 
manded for the second tune in 
a month by the Radio Author¬ 
ity. which ruled that the 
station was carrying too many 
“plugs" for BSkyB. Chris Ev¬ 
ans's breakfast show is spon¬ 
sored by the TV station. 

Britons freed 
Four Britons held captive by 
fellow United Geophysical oil 
workers for four days have 
been freed by Nigerian police, 
reports said. Gordon Hutchin- < 
son. Andrew OdeU, Mark- 
Edward and Grevill Moteran 
were "unharmed". (AFP) 

Police damages 
lan Corrigan. 27, a former 
Kent policeman whose career 
was axled in 1993 when he 
was knocked from his motor¬ 
cycle by a car while he was 
answering an emergency call, 
was awarded £575,000 dam¬ 
ages at the High Court 

Time is money : 
A watch from a steward m 
board the Titanic, its hands 
stopped forever at 216. the 
time the liner sank, sokfloi 
£15,000 at auction in South- 
ampton. It belonged to Ed¬ 
mond Stone, 13, who drowned 
in the 1912 disaster. • 

The bottom line 
Jason Woolfenden, 33. from 
Bournemouth, who pinched a 
policewoman’s bottom in. 
Queenstown. New Zealand!? 
has been fined NZ$200 (about 
£65) bur escaped a criminal 
conviction at Auckland district 
court (AFP) 

Police killer 
Continued from page 1 
lying in wait for her wielding 
the knife, and after WPC 
Mackay collapsed other offi¬ 
cers jumped over her to pin 
ha assailant down on a sofa 
with their shields. 

Bruce Houlder QC, defend¬ 
ing. said Elgizouli had 
stopped taking his medication, 
and friends and relatives were 
becoming increasing worried 
by his "strange and frighten¬ 
ing behaviour" He said: “He 
is not an evil man. He is a very 
sick man. He is now filled with 
crushing sadness at was he 
has done." 

Elgizouli, the son of a prom¬ 
inent Sudanese academic, was 
first diagnosed as a paranoid 
schizophrenic in 1992 when he 
appeared in court for an 
unprovoked attack on an 88- 
year-old man and assaulting a 
woman who came to his 
assistance. A hospital order 
was made by Croydon magis¬ 
trates, but he was lata re¬ 
leased to be treated in the 
community. 

Plausible and intelligent, he 
always denied he was ill and 
fooled many social workers 
and doctors about the severity 
of his condition. 

After his release he got into 

Nina Mackay: removed 
her heavy armour 

more trouble but remained at 
large and stopped taking Ms 
medication. Ten days before 
the killing he was granted bail 
by a Highbury magistrate and 
was subsequently arrested in 
Worthing, Sussex for assault¬ 
ing a shop assistant while 
stealing a toothbrush. He was 
granted bail for that offence 
loo. He was assessed by 
psychiatrists before being 
freed. He convinced a doctor 
that he was not mentally ill. 

Yesterday, however, his 
plea of manslaughter on the 
ground of diminished respon¬ 
sibility was accepted by the 
prosecution. Sentencing 
Elgizouli. the Recorder of 
London, Sir Lawrence Vemey. 
QC, said that doctors would 
have to decide if and when it 
would be safe to release him 
before the Secretary of State 
determined his discharge. 

The dead officer's father, 
retired Chief Superintendent 
Sidney Mackay, said after¬ 
wards: “We must be sure he 
does not come out for many, 
many years until a tribunal. 
High Court judge or whoever, 
decides he is capable of going 
back onto the streets." 

“What we have all got to 
remember is that psychiatrists 
in the past have been fooled by 
these people who have a great 
deal of art and guile to 
manipulate events to their 
advantage." 

Marjorie Wallace, chief ex¬ 
ecutive of the mental health 
charity Sane, said the case was 
not an isolated tragedy and 
followed an all too familiar 
pattern. She said: “Despite his 
history he was allowed to slip 
through the community care 
neL We understand that he 
had stopped taking his medi¬ 
cation and all other danger 
signals were ignored." 

Kensington & Chelsea and 
Westminster Health Author¬ 
ity, which was responsible for 
Ejgizouli'scare, announced an 
immediate inquiry. 
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Himmler’s daughter helps ex-S S men 
Deborah Collcutt reports from Frankfurt on the 

woman who is a living link with Nazi history 

A CHARITY partly run by 
Heinrich Himmler's daugh¬ 
ter to help SS veterans is 
rallying support for a former 
concentration camp guard 
who faces prosecution for war 
crimes. 

The group Stille Hilfe 
(Quiet Aid) supports former 
high-ranking Nazis and in 
the past it has helped some of 
the Third Reich's most promi¬ 
nent officers including Klaus 
Barbie and Erich Priebke. 
Gudrun Burwitz. 69. daugh¬ 
ter of Adolf Hitler’s leading 
henchman, does not deny she 
is currently involved with 
Stille Hilfe. describing her¬ 
self simply as one of 23 
members in a dying organis- 
ation:‘Tt's true 1 help where 1 
can. but I refuse to discuss my 
work." 

One member the organis¬ 
ation helped to start a new life 
in southern Germany is An¬ 
ton Malloth, a former 5S 
guard at the Theresienstadt 
concentration camp in the 
Czech Republic. Herr 
Malloth. 87. is now being 
investigated in connection 
with the deaths of up to 700 
Jews at the camp and is 
wanted by the Czech authori¬ 
ties to stand trial there. Stille 
Hilfe will send a letter to 
members appealing for help. 

Frau Burwitz is feted by the 
veteran elite just as she was 
by her own father, and at¬ 
tended an SS veterans' rally 
in Austria. 

Like the children of Martin 
Bormann and Hermann Goe- 
ring. she knows the fame 
attached to having such men 
as fathers. Unlike them, she 
keeps alive the memory of her 
father — Himmler, the archi¬ 
tect of the Final Solution. 

She is Himmlers only le¬ 
gitimate child. whom he nick¬ 
named “Puppi" (little doM). 
Stille Hilfe was set up in 1951 
to help SS and senior Nazi 
veterans and their families 
financially, and if necessary 

Gudrun Burwitz wDl 
not discuss her work 

give them a new identity in a 
faraway land. 

Over 50 years after her 
lather bit into a cyanide phial 
rather than face execution at 
the hands of the British who 
discovered him in northern 
Germany in the dosing days 
of the war, Frau Burwitz 
commands respect 

“They were terrified of 

her,” said Andrea Ropke, a 
respected authority on neo- 
Nazism who attended the 
rally in Ulriehsberg. northern 
Austria with Frau Burwitz. 
“All these high-ranking for¬ 
mer officers lined up and she 
asked, "Where did you serve?* 
showing off her vast know¬ 
ledge of military logistics." 

Physically. Frau Burwitz is 
nothing out of the ordinary, 
with her greying blonde hair 
scraped into a tight bun and 
her neat clothes. She lives in a 
detached house in the quiet 
Munich suburb of Fu ret¬ 
ained which she shares with 
her husband and student 
daughter. She carried her 
family surname until she 
married in her late 30s. 

She was bom in 1929, just 
over a year after her father 
married her mother. Marga, 
the blonde-haired, blue-eyed 
daughter of a wealthy East 
Prussian. 

Gudrun remained the ap¬ 
ple of her father's eye even 
after the marriage began to 
deteriorate and Himmler 
spent ever more time with his 
lover in Berlin. 

Unable to bear him any 
more children, Marga. eight 
years older than her hus¬ 
band, adopted a bey but 
Himmler showed him little 
interest preferring instead to 
lavish “Puppi" with expensive 
gifts. His visits to the family 
home'near Munich became 
so seldom that Gudrun was 
often flown up to Berlin just 
so her father, by then Germa¬ 
ny's second most powerful 
man, could spend a few hours 
with her. 

He was already involved in 
a passionate affair with his 
secretary. Hedwig Potthast, 
who bore him a much-wanted 
natural son, Helge. But Gud¬ 
run remained his favourite as 
she demonstrates in an entry 
in her war-time diary written 
when at the age of 12 when 
her father "spoiled" her with 

Himmler with Gudrun in 1938: he took her on a visit to Dachau concentration camp. Her diary said: “We saw everything we could" 

a day trip to one of the death 
camps: “Today we went to the 
SS concentration camp at 
Dachau. We saw everything 
we could. We saw die garden¬ 
ing work. We saw the pear 
trees. We saw all the pictures 
painted by the prisoners. 
Marvellous. And afterwards 
we had a lot to eat... it was 
very nice." 

When her father committed 

suicide in the Allied interro¬ 
gation centre near LQneburg, 
on May 23, 1945, she was 
distraught when told the 
news. She was held with her 
mother in die British-occu¬ 
pied zone and detained in 
prison for four years. 

Gudrun would later tell 
friends that they were worst 
years of her life and she had 
been made to suffer because 

of her lather. Penniless after a 
life of privilege and soda! 
standing, mother ands 
daughter turned to Stille 
Hilfe when they were re¬ 
leased from jail and were 
offered refuge in Bielefeld, 
where she taught herself 
bookbinding ana dressmak¬ 
ing. Later, she moved to 
Munich, where she met and 
later married Dr Wulf-Dieter 

Burwitz, a writer who sup¬ 
ported her as Marga fought 
in vain against cancer. The 
couple have two children in 
their early 20s, a son. now a 
qualified lawyer, and a 
daughter, who is a student. 

They are comfortably off 
and now Frau Burwitz no 
longer works, she devotes all 
her time when she is not 
sewing or cooking for "her 

children, to her father's ex¬ 
tended family. Andrea 
Roepke. who advises the Ger¬ 
man government on the neo- 
Nazi scene, claims that Stille 
Hilfe is closely linked to a 
number of outlawed move¬ 
ments. The opposition Sodal 
Democratic party has called 
for an investigation into its 
charitable status, but Bonn 
has refused to act against h. 
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Denise Giddings 

, Baby Karli 
kidnapper 
walks free 

By Adam Fresco 

A WOMAN who snatched a 
newborn baby from a hospital 
after fooling her friends and 
family for months that she 
was pregnant was given three 
years' probation yesterday. 

Denise Giddings, 33. a 
mother of three boys aged 12. 
ren and seven, admitted ab¬ 
ducting Karli Hawthorne 
within three hours of her 
being bom at Basildon Hospi¬ 
tal. Essex, in December last 
year. The baby was missing 

| for 14 hours before she was 
found safe and well and was 
returned to her parents, Tanya 
and KariL 

Judge Philip Clegg, sentenc¬ 
ing Giddings at Basildon 
Crown Court told hen "It 
must be every mother’s worst 
fear to have her child stolen. 
What should have been one of 
the happiest days of her life 
turned into a nightmare." 

He added: “However, each 
case must depend on the facts. 
From the medical evidence, 1 
am satisfied that at the time 
you committed the offences 
and the months proceeding it 
you were suffering from a 
mental illness that reduces 
responsibility for your 
actions." 

Race to lure Orkney 
whales back to sea 

~ By Gillian Harris, Scotland correspondent 

THE delicate task of guiding 
five sperm whales back to the 
open sea from the shallow 
waters of Scapa Flow is expect¬ 
ed to go ahead within days. 

The whales, which are 
thought to have followed a 
tanker into the natural har¬ 
bour on Tuesday, are bang 
monitored for signs of injury 
or distress by Orkney- Har¬ 
bour Authority and the Scot¬ 
tish Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals. 

Yesterday the five young 
males, ranging in length from 
30ft to 60ft lolled around in 
the water showing no signs of 
trying to escape. However, ft is 
feared they may become 
hungry, panic and beach 
themselves. 

In 1993. when six sperm 

whales became stranded in 
Scapa Flow, they were lured to 
safety by the seductive sounds 
of females played underwater. 
It is thought that a similar 
ploy will be used this time. 

“It's crucial to understand 
the behaviour of the animals 
then formulate a plan which 
might manage to move them," 
said Alex. Simpson, a marine 
biologist at the Orkney De¬ 
partment of Harbours. “It’s 
difficult to predict whether the 
same method would work 
again." 

The rescue operation will 
have to be handled with care 
to prevent the whales becom¬ 
ing agitated and swimming in 
the wrong direction towards 
the shore. They wall have to be 
coaxed through one of the two 

exits from Scapa Flow—Hoxa 
Sound and Hoy Sound—both 
about 1*2 miles wide with fast- 
flowing tidal waters. 

The whales, which weigh up 
to 50 tons, were first spotted by 
a group of divers examining 
the remains of the German 
fleets scuttled in Scapa Flow in 
both world wars. 

A warning to all shipping in 
the area was issued and 
reminders are being broad¬ 
cast daily on Radio Orkney. 
Scapa Flow is a busy thor¬ 
oughfare, used by ferries sail¬ 
ing between Mainland and 
outlying islands, and pilot 
boats taking crews to oil 
tankers in the North Sea. 

Mike Lynch of the SSPCA 
said: “The danger is that 
whales fall asleep on the 
surface of the water. If there 
were a collision between a 
sleeping whale and a boat 
there would be considerable 
damage to both parties." 

“As far as we can tell they 
seem quite happy." said Mr 
Simpson, who checks on them 
every day. “They are moving 
about as a group, swimming 
on the surface.” 

At sea. sperm whales eat 
approximately one tan of fish 
and deep-sea squid each day. 
Pickings in Scapa Flow will be 
more meagre. Although they 
can survive for up to four 
weeks on their thick layers of 
blubber, they will grow weak 
without proper sustenance. 

“When they start to weaken 
there is a chance they will 
starve," Mr Lynch said. “Then 
they will become distressed 
and beach themselves. That is 
why we have to take the 
opportunity to rescue them 
while we can. It wont be easy 
but it is a chance worth 
taking." 

Papers bought nothing but trouble 
By Tim Jones 

WHEN Derek Plerws, a senior civil 
servant, nodded off on a train while 
carrying papers from John Prescott’s 
office, a neighbouring passenger spotted 
an opportunity- But, a court was told 
yesterday. John Boddmgfon behaved 
with “staggering naivety" when he tried 
to blackmail Mr Ptews over the return of 
the papers, which included ministers’ 
personal telephone numbers. 

Simon Laws, for the prosecution, said 
that Mr Plews had taken a late train from 
Marylebone to Araersbam. Bucking- 

> hams hire, after a leaving party for a 
colleague at the Department of Environ¬ 
ment, Transport and the Regions in 
October. At home he realised that he did 
not have the bag and later he received a 

telephone call from Boddington. 48, who 
asked for a reward of £500. 

After bring that raid the documents 
were not sensitive, Boddington, a former 
drug addict, dropped his demand to £100 
and said that, if it was not paid, he would 
sell the story to a newspaper. The 
conversations were recorded and 
Boddington was arrested when he went 
to meet Mr Plews on a footpath near a 
railway crossing. 

Boddington said that he had been 
justified in asking for a reward because 
Mr Hews had been careless and the 
documents would have caused a political 
incident in the wrong hands. Mr Ptews, 
he said, deserved to be punished because 
his conduct had been irresponsible. 

lain Wicks, for Boddington, said: “The 
conduct of this defendant is almost 

unbelievably foolish. He behaved with 
quite staggering naivety. He has never 
been astute and walked into his own 
arrest, something a more intelligently 
blessed member of the community might 
readily have seen. He has suffered from a 
serious drug habit and has been quite 
seriously ill He had very little money 
and. almost like a child, when confronted 
with this situation thought that his ship 
had come in." He said Boddington had 
claimed that most of the money would 
have been given charity and the rest used 
to buy tobacco. 

Boddington, * of Aylesbury, admitted 
blackmail. Judge Anthony Kenny gave 
fafrn a six-month prison sentence, sus¬ 
pended for 12 months because he said 
that Boddington had personal difficulties 
and his arrest had been inevitable. 

if you'd fee to know more about our inique wfiistey. write to us for a free booklet at the Jack Dareerf Qis«ery, LyncMug, Tennessee 3735Z USA. 

AT JACK DANIEL DISTILLERY, we’re working late to 
answer calls for more whiskey. 

Demand for Jack Daniel’s has risen of late, especially from 
new friends around the world. Of course, we can’t make 
our whiskey any faster-the slow way we insist upon is 
the reason you like it so much. But we are willing to 
work longer, like head distiller Jimmy Bedford here. 
So if you’ve heard rumors of our growing popularity, 
don’t worry. Our Mr. Bedford may get less sleep...but 

you’ll get your Jack Daniel’s. 
Whiskey 

JACK DANIEL’S TENNESSEE WHISKEY 

minHi finUTOi"- 



THE TIMES caT1 TRpAY APRI.ljSj998 

BRITAIN'S BIGGEST ELECTRICAL STORES 

. _ • • -- JT.I 

V.v. - ' . : 

BETTER SERVICE AT LOW LOW PRICES 

SAVE S dOO UP 
TO 

'“W 
y / 

4 a- 

MUST 
END 

MONDAY 

ON MULTIMEDIA PCS 

MULTIMEDIA PCs 

SAVE s: <100 
EASTER EXTRA 

SCANNER 
AND printer 

WITH VOUCHER 

UXCUJSiVH 

SCANNER ?r:..;axcj.ora:c; 

PLUS FREE PRINTER 

with this PC 
with Voucher 

rzcsSiil 

/i """ •*rr 
~ jr jl f 

PRINTERS 

ACER IMM PMkn 0* 233MHz 
MuMaedh PC wMi 3Ufc Modem 

*<v * .* 

'iV.IW 

± 
EASTER EXTRA 

11#-1:1*1- 

HXCI.US3VE 

*> 3 r;' il -tr* 
l|lpl ~f * 1 HI * 1 » Jfi 

*£«:<::&* 2. . l"‘: iiii-Maffjair'iTrTTn-irt'1, ____. .. __ 
T* 

laundry 

s *HO 
FREE PAN SET 

LOWEST EVER PRICE 

EASTER EXTRA 

rAuC Jfree pan set I Ask for detaA 

B°SCH _, 
1000 Spin HHffl1 kW* 
IKHMng Machine |l< 3t|l| jVQQ 
'A' wash performance. £*fjj 
Model WFF2001. ^- 
12 HCNTW INTEREST FREE OPTION* 

TELEVISIONS 

SAVE TOTAL OF £ 140 

..vT. 

• T»Ti 

VIDEOS 

SAVE 
UP TO A 

TOTAL OF £ W 

rS^teHe 

SONY 
♦Head Super-TriLogic 
MCAMStarao Video 
with VideoPlus and PDC 
■ Auto set-up far easy InsaOatian. 
■ Index search. 
■ On-screen cSsplay: 
Model SVE730. mrT 
In-sane Price £299.99. VOUCHER WOO: 

CANON 
Colour fafefat Prfater 
Model SK250. ¥2010 
Wes £119.99. ■ETjl 

CANON 
Odour Inkjet Printer ___ 
Model BJC4300. HOI 
Was 03&9T. Hjfll 
Mbs £19099. IPl'i 

HOOVER 
1 100 Spin Wksher Dryer 
Model AS7fA. Was £*39 “9 
tvttn fate £37939. 
lMS3TEVBIIina.ir MONTHS HHBBTABflPnoe* 

EASTER EXTRA 

CD Hi-Fi SYSTEMS 
UP TO A 

TOTAL OF i SAVE ^ £200 HI-FI STAND 
l£XCl-USlVi£ 

Wth ideded HpIi Systans 
Ask far details 

.... . 

SAVE £50 
ill EXCUJSiVH 

M 

AIWA 

W fan* Control EASTER EXTRA 

freeI 
I STAND’ 

■ iV.iIW 
EASTER EXTRA 

tv.-t. i 

£140 

WORLD CUP SPECIAL 

PANASONIC a-w. 

EE E TTT 

m 
EASTER EXTRA 

EASTER EXTRA 

HITACHI 

CAMCORDERS / 

SAVE f400 ^ 
h^JeH-411.1 .■■%LU4W 

Dolby Pro-Logic 
CD Mini Hi-Fi 
■ MiniOtsc compatible. 
■ Brushed aluminium finish. X*wA 
Model AVH80. LT ^ 
Was £59935 Was ES4939. 
Was £529.99. In-store Price £449.99. 
9 MONTHS INTEREST HIS OPTION* 

OTAL 0? 

EASTER EXTRA 

GRUNDIG 
atnConua 
BfaelM 

£ 

522323327 

TRICITY/ 
BENDIX 
Full Size Dishwasher 
H Adjustable upper basket. 
N 4 programmes. 
Model DHT01. 
fa-store Price £29939. 

niEEOPnoN* . 

3GEEEZ 

FRIDGE FREEZERS 

SAVE 
130 

EASTER EXTRA 

c 

5E 
EASTER EXTRA 

FREE HI-FI S 
1..I -Ih L'.l.. 

PORTABLE CD HI-FI 

Bsasfedfe 

Bfi 

I ?AVc i "CiA C 

f90 

EASTER EXTRA 

IMG 

UP TO A 
TOTAL OF £ 

JVC MWMM 
Personal CD Player 
■ Bass boost. 
■ Includes mains adaptor. 
■ Recharge facility. 
Model XLPZ3. In-store Price £89.99. 

VOUCHER PRICE 

COOKERS 

SAVE i: <90 

• • 

mm 

UlL'iS 

BELLING 
60cm Slot-in Electric Cooker 

■ Double oven. 
N Ran main oven. 
a 4 fast Lite* hob elements. 
■ Ceramic hob. 
■ Dual variable grill. 
■ Available m Green, White or Brown. 
Model 626. 
In-store Price £74959. 

t"***™5 VOUCHER PRICE 

iJssspt 

CANDY 

■ 6.7aj.fT fridge. 
■ Adjustable thermostat 

vsmS&sz*** ,sKjfirs 
Was £299.99. In-store iRQ 
Price £259.99 6 MONTHS f/|LMQQ 
WiaSTWff OPTION* !■ ■■t.lil 

j SAVE A.TCTi L OF | 

m l f5( ) H 

EASTER EXTRA 

LEC B3cu.FL 
Fridge Freezer 
Model M216. 
Wis £299.99. In-store _ 
Price 079.99.1M0H1HS HEMKT nar mum* 

£30 

_ 
EASTER EXTRA 

EASTER EXTRA 

EHH3- 

E3 
EASTER EXTRA 

£4099 

3*2 

ts 
■L-J 

10WKTPRI® 
Find a lower price for the same product and offer, 
complete, new, boxed and in stock in a local shop 

within 7 days of purchase and we'll match it 

WE’LL NEVER BE BEATEN 

EASTER EXTRA 

30 

EASTER EXTRA 

STOVES SOoo 
Sfaffa Sac Cooker 
Model 502G5. 
In-store Price 069.99. _ 
< MONTHS WmagaTfWEB OPTION* 

MICROWAVES 

ELECTROLUX 
« aUUia*A» Fnok 
Model ER7659B. R 
Was £47999. In store U _ 
Wee 05939.9 mams wraBT Nff mmrw* 

VACUUM CLEANER: 

UP TO A 
TOTAL OF £ 

EASTER EXTRA 

u 

iH ■ --j. rrz 
J^*-E CyBndor Ctaanor 
■ 1500 watt motor. 
■ SpedsHy designed 

far pet hairs. 
Model CAT 
and DOG. 

»rXAA'PLE of interest 
F^c 0PT.CN ON 
SELtCTED PKODJiCTS 

2» deposit of £99:99112 notify pqaott 
of flLS. Balance of £237.64 b^tn 
(orwith) the 12di isontNy renayraent. 
tel amount payable £48939 HTBESm. 

20% deposit of £9U9. 
48 natter Rpaywats 
Of fllSlteJ amont 
payable £7^41 mm 

For loan 'dus £1000aad am, aum depoitii 10%. SdfKttg stas 
- i^ibuogaiCBnyihBnAhadageAoaaiLW^t^ 

fpotafcm ndde at Nqwst fane Dept SCHMX, Ihybodi Avbb& HsmI 

Hsopstel Hens HR 7TS. (Affiannatbe n orowK 21 fci X temi) 

WATCH OUT FOR 
OUR VOUCHER 

SPECIALS! 

*£*■«*»■«!*. P®-Bmw9h«* 

;-£T»4F. iV,- &. 

W 'At 

rocrmh 

4 

, * So; 

5-0 
Cete1 

7'^k, 

w 
'-:jN 

Jr, 



THE TIMES SATURDAY APRIL 181998 NEWS 5 

SHE 
S3' *■; 

•i v» 

4 la' 

art 
7t 

CUVE PQSTLETHWAITE 

Michael Foot (president of the Oxford Union in 1933). Robin Day 0950), Michael Heseltine 0954), Benazir Bhutto 097?). and WDliam Hague (1981) 

Oxford’s brightest seek 
glittering prizes in City 

THE Oxford Union Society, 
once a finishing school for the 
budding politicians, is now a 
springboard for students who 
instead aspire to the more 
lucrative worlds of corporate 
finance, consultancy and law. 

Of 90 former presidents 
ft who sat down last night to a 

dinner celebrating 175 years of 
the once great debating soci¬ 
ety. only five remain in the 
House of Commons, and few 
of the younger guests are 
lining up political careers. 

No president elected after 
William Hague in 1981 has 
entered Parliament, and the 
37-year-old Leader of the 
Opposition was the only 
speaker at last night's dinner 
who is not a pensioner. TTie 
others were the political veter¬ 
ans Sir Edward Heath, 81, 
Michael Heseltine. 65, and 
Lord Jenkins of Hillhead. 77. 

Recent alumni of the debat¬ 
ing society where figures such 
as Macmillan and Benazir 

) Bhutto cut their political teeth 
say the skills needed to run the 
modem union better suit a 
career away from Parliament. 

The political mantle has 
been passed on to the union's 
rival, the National Union of 
Students. For the first time, 

= the Cabinet includes a former 
NUS president. Jack Straw, 
but no ex-president of the soci¬ 
ety; and five recent graduates 
of the NUS entered the Com¬ 
mons last May compared with 
one from the union. Another 
former NUS president, Trevor 
Phillips, is a contender to be 
Labour's candidate, to be the 
mayor of London. 

The society has Become as 
much a university entertain¬ 
ments committee as a forum 
for for oratory and discussion. 
Candidates for office canvass 
votes in a frenzied scramble 
that would have been unthink¬ 
able to their predecessors, and 
the organisational skills the 
post demands are attracting a 
different kind of student 

f Michael Beloff, QC, a presi¬ 
dent of the union in 1962 and 
now president of Trinity Coll¬ 
ege, said: "In my day you 
couldn't become president un¬ 
less you were at least reason- 

Union presidents no longer see it as political training, 

report Mark Henderson and Kathryn Knight 

ably articulate. Because can¬ 
vassing was banned, the elec¬ 
tion was won on the debate the 
night before. I lost once as the 
favourite because of a brilliant 
speech by my opponent . 

“Now the primary skill 
needed seems to be tar gain¬ 
ing blocks of votes. It takes the 
skills of a Man dels on rather 
than a Gladstone to win." 

Robert Palmer. 25, a trainee 
barrister, said; “People with 
serious political ambitions are 
not becoming president in the 
way they used to. 1 can't think 
of any of my contemporary of¬ 
fice-holders who are seriously 
contemplating a political 
career — they are going into 
law. the media or manage¬ 
ment consultancy. Running 
the union is great training for 
a management consultant" 

Other recent presidents 
agreed. Katherine Wade, a 
1993 president and now a 
trader at NatWest Markets, 
said the union was no longer 
the political forum it was in 

the days of Mr Beloff and 
Tariq Ali, another 1960s presi¬ 
dent “Nine out of ten presi¬ 
dents aren't identified with 
any party. There'S a range of 
things that have to get done by 
the president which aren’t 
political at all. I doubt Michael 
Foot [president in 1933] had 
many balls and parties to 
organise when he did it." 

Michael Crick, a president 
in 1979 who now reports for 
BBC2’s News night, said; 
“There seem to be fewer and 
fewer budding politicians in 
the union; they go off and do 
important things like banking 
and consultancy and the law. 
It seems to me the union is a 
much less political place." 

Adrian Gannon, a 27-year- 
old merchant banker who 
presided over the union in 
1992. said he had stood for 
office not because of political 
ambition but because he en¬ 
joyed the atmosphere of the 
debating chamber. “1 don't 
think it has lost its potency. 

Katherine Wade: former union president 
who is now a trader at NatWest Markets 

Y ] is name was Edward 

O' Hare. In the summer of 
] 95 8, he had recently 

turned sixteen - having his 

driver's license had been a 

nrereauisite ol his first 

summer job. mu huciie 
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Carer goes 
free after 
drugging 

woman, 93 
By Tim Jones 

A SENIOR care assistant at 
an old people's home was 
spared prison yesterday for 
administering sedatives to a 
woman of 93 in the belief she 
wanted to die. 

Joyce Franklin. 40, gave the 
overdose to Dorothy Clement- 
son, at Albuiy House in 
Guildford, Surrey, who had 
spoken of her agony and said 
she wanted to go to sleep and 
die: Mrs CJementson survived 
and died naturally iwo 
months later. 

Franklin, a mother of three, 
was given two years' proba¬ 
tion at the Old Bailey. Judge 
Gerald Gordon said she had 
avoided prison mainly 
because of her own stressed 
mental state. The judge said: 
“Up until very shortly before 
the offence, staff and others 
found you to be very caring." 

Jonathan Laidlaw, for the 
prosecution, said Frankin had 
been suffering from anxiety 
and depression after a period 
in hospital and should not 
have been working at the time. 
At an earlier hearing, she 
admitted administering a 
combination of prescription 
drugs unlawfully and reck¬ 
lessly, endangering life. Her 
plea of not guilty to attempted 
murder was accepted. 

CORRECTION 

A report {April 16) wrongly 
stated that an elephant that 
had died in winter quarters 
belonged to the Moscow State 
Circus. It did not. and in fact 
the circus tours in Britain 
without animals. 

but people now want to do 
different things. I think it is 
still a real platform and tre¬ 
mendously useful for lots of 
different disciplines." 

Of presidents since Mr 
Gannon, only Kate Wilson 
(1994) has taken a political job. 
as an assistant to the former 
Overseas Development Min¬ 
ister. Baroness Ghalker. 

The few recent presidents 
who have hit the campaign 
trail have found their union 

past is no longer a guaranteed 
passport to success. Jeremy 
Qufn, president in 1990. stood 
for the Tories last May in a 
safe Plaid Cymru sear 

“It used to be that the 
majority of Conservative can¬ 
didates went straight into a 
constituency, but that has 
changed now," he said. 
"You're expected to graft 
more, with experience in a 
career, perhaps be a councillor 
and fight a hopeless seat. He is 
keeping the day job. as direc¬ 
tor of corporate stockbroking 
at NatWest Securities. 

Diary, page 22 
Leading article, page 23 The current president Elbe Blagbrough. Last night the union celebrated its 175 years 

GREAT IDEAS FOR 
BATHROOMS FROM B&Q 

“This lovely shell design 
bathroom suite is only £239 

with taps” 

Sheldon Ceramic 
Collection Bathroom 
Accessory Pack 
Includes light pull, toilet roll 
holder, soap dish, chrome 
effect or gold effect towel 
ring and beings 
(as shown In main picture 
of Sheldon suite), £24 w 

The Sheldon Suite 
Suite comprises white acrylic balh with 
front panel, 2 tap hole basin and pedestal, 
close-coupled toilet pan, cistern and 
fittings, white toilet seat and gold effect 
bath and basin taps including wastes. 
Other options available Including wood effect 
panel comer suite and other tap packs in gold 
effect, ask in store for details and costs. 

The Mermaid Suite 
In white, cream, peach, champagne or grey. 
Doulton porcelain basin, toilet and cistern, - 
acrylic bath and wooden toilet seat. 
Suite featured; straight m 0^ piH CA 
acrylic bath with chrome ^ ^ 
effect bath and basin taps. 

£18S5 

£239*109 
9SkW 

Fora 3-fold 1.2m 
Shower Screen 
gas drown in main picture of 

lefdon suite) 

£84" £69 .99 

Other options available including offset 
comer bath in acrylic, wooden front panel 
and other tap packs In gold or chrome 
effect, ask in store for details and costs. 

Mira Sport 8.5kW shower in chrome/white 
(normal B&Q price £179) when you buy 

any Mermaid suite option. 

Wooden Toilet Seat 
With fixings. Pine, 

antique pine 
or mahogany 

Was £9.79 

£8” 

You can do it 
when you 

B&Q it! 
EARNTESCO 
CLUBCAPD 

POINTS AT B&Q 
Ask h store tardetafc. 

Docs Ml apply In B&Q WBMtanw or BN Depots. 

© 
OPENING HOURS 
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Certain store hours may vary, please 'phone your neoest store to confirm. 
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Dolphin 
centre is 

forced out 
Child therapy at risk as tourists 

take over aquarium, report David 

Adams and Simon de Bruxelles 

A DOLPHIN therapy centre 
which has helped hundreds of 
children to overcome severe 
handicaps is having to move 
to a new home, squeezed out 
by holidaymakers. 

Each morning for the last 
four years, handicapped child¬ 
ren. many from Britain, have 
gathered at the rear entrance 
to the Seaquarium in Miami, 
Florida. Most suffer neuro¬ 
logical disorders such as au¬ 
tism. Down's syndrome and 
cerebral palsy.' Their close 
encounters with dolphins pro¬ 
duce dramatic improvements 
that science has not fully 
explained. Last month, the 
brain-damaged boy Nikki 
Brice, from Somerset, spoke 
his first words aged eight 

But tourists also want to 
swim with dolphins, and the 
Seaquarium is welcoming 
new visitors to the lagoon, 
closing its gates to children for 
whom playing with dolphins 
is more than a few minutes of 
fun. Next month, the therapy 
centre will move to Mexico, to 
an ecological theme park near 
the resort of Cancun on the 

east coast. For some children, 
the move could put an already 
expensive treatment out of 
financial reach, and less so¬ 
phisticated medical facilities 
will mean turning down high- 
risk children, including those 
who depend on breathing or 
feeding tubes. 

“It's not the end of the 
world, but there are better 
places to run a programme,” 
David Nathanson, a Scots- 
bom neuropsychologist who 
founded the centre and leased 
eight dolphins for the therapy, 
said- “But the Seaquarium is 
not in the business of healing 
kids. They think they can 
make more money with the 
swim-with-the-dolphins pro¬ 
gramme. 1 can’t knock them 
for thaL" 

The dolphin therapy centre 
claims to have helped 800 
children and adulis from 39 
countries, mostly from Europe 
and the Americas. There is a 
long waiting list Friends and 
well-wishers raised more than 
£6.000 for the visit by Nikki 
Brice, who has brain damage 
after being starved of oxygen 

Dolphin and child: their close encounters produce dramatic improvements which 

ax birth. A fortnight after 
returning home to Weston- 
super-Mare, he is still improv¬ 
ing, his mother Tabitha said 
yesterday. “Since we’ve been 
back, he has had one major 
temper tantrum. Before, he 
was having two or three a day. 
I'm only 4ft 9in and 1 don't 

know how much long I could 
have coped as Nikki is nearly 
as big as 1 am." she said. 

“He now has a vocabulary 
of 24 words and it is getting 
bigger ail the time. If you ask 
me what I think of the dolphin 
centre having to move, I think 
it is cruel. 1 intend to take 

Nikki back as soon as I have 
raised the money, but if we 
have to go to Mexico it will 
mean more flights, more ex¬ 
pense and a much more 
difficult journey." 

The Seaquarium denies that 
money is the motive in launch¬ 
ing its new Water and Dol- 

YOU WANT THE NEW, 

FASTEST EVER PENTIUM 

PROCESSOR.. I 
—then look no further. Because the new 
generation of Advent PCs have just arrived. 
Featuring a choice of Intel's latest 350MHz 
or 400MHz, Pentium' II processors to bring 
you more computer power than ever before. 

Both models combine this exceptional 

speed and power with massive memory and 

hard disk capacity, together with a complete 4 

range of multimedia features, including 

superfast 56k modem, 32 speed CD-ROM drive 

and 17" monitor. Compare the prices, spec for 

spec, with other machines and you'll find they 

offer exceptional value. 

You can order Advent direct or visit any 
PC World store. 

A Advent A Advent 
400MHz 350MHz 

Intel Pentium II Processor Intel Pentium II Processor 

• 64Mb SDRAM (New fast 100MHz) 

• 512k Cache 
• 8.6Gb UDMA HDD 

• 32 x Panasonic CD-ROM 

• Intel 440BX Chipset with 100MHz Bib 
• 17" Digital Monitor #50W Speakers . 

• 4Mb 3D AGP AH Rage Pro Graphics 

• 56Kbps Modem with speakerphone 
• MS Windows 95 plus Lotus 
SmartSuite, Incoming 3D, Compton's 

Encyclopedia and more. 

REE 12 MONIH 0N-SfIE SERVICE 

MODEL 8590. 

c1499" 

£1761.11 

• 64Mb SDRAM (New fast 100MHz) 

• 512k Cache 

• 8.6Gb UDMA HDD 

• 32 x Panasonic CD-ROM 

• Intel 440BX Chipset with KXJMHzBus 
• 17*Digital Monitor# 50WSpeakers 

• 4Mb 3D AGP AH Rage Pro Graphics 

• 56Kbps Modem with speakerphone 

• MS Windows-95 plus Lotus 
SmartSuite, Incoming 3D, Compton's 
Encyclopedia and more. 

REE 12 MONTH 0N-5ITE SERVICE 

MODEL 857a 

science has not fully explained. “This is not a cure or a miracle.” parents are warned 
ANDREW WINNING I REUTER 

phin Encounter. “It’s based on 
an educational experience, ft's 
not entertainment,” Marlene 
Oliver, the public relations 
manager, said. For about £80, 
members of the public get to 
see dolphins dose up as they 
are fed and trained, and even 
rub noses with them. Until 
recently, a government permit 

“1 was needed before the public 
was allowed to join the ani¬ 
mals in the water. 

Costing about £60,000 for 
an infant dolphin.the crea¬ 
tures need to generate vast 
amounts of income to pay 
their way. The real price may 
be paid by children such as 
Joseph Stevenson. 8. from 
London, who was back for his 
second visit last week. Two 
years ago in Miami, the 
autistic boy uttered his first 
words. When he returned 
home, his progress was so 
noticeable that a local pub 
raised £5.500 to send him 
back. Now he is wide-eyed and 
grinning as a young bottle¬ 
nosed dolphin named Ripley 
pulls him backward through 
the water. He is at ease despite 
being hypersensitive to sights 
and sounds. 

Most of the two-week thera¬ 
py is conducted on the dock, 
and the children are rewarded 
with tune in the water with 
dolphins. Marine biologists 
agree that dolphins have the 
power to make people feel 
better just by their presence. 
Although he claims a 97 per 
cent improvement rate. Dr 
Nathanson reminds parents 
not to expect too much: “This 
is not a cure or a miracle. We 
are dealing with lifelong Nikki Brice with souvenir he spoke his first word 
chronic conditions.'’ last month and is still improving, says his mother 
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immigrants 
are shopped 
Fifty-one Chinese and Sinha¬ 
lese illegal immigrants smug¬ 
gled from France into Britain 
by lorry and then dumped in 
Folkestone were being ques¬ 
tioned by officials yesterday. 
Most of the immigrants were 
found before dawn wander¬ 
ing about in the car park of a 
Sainsbury’s supermarket by 
staff, who called police. 

Cable kills angler 
An angler was killed when his 
11 metre carbon-fibre rod hit 
an electric cable. Richard 
Connors. 46, of Ellesmere 
Port, was fishing with his 27- 
year-old nephew on a canal at 
Dutton Hollow. Cheshire. He 
died at the scene. 

Hit and run 
Police are looking for an 
elderly man who knocked 
over a woman in his 
motorised wheelchair. Linda 
Ashley, 36, suffered minor 
back and leg injuries after 
being hit as she walked an the 
pavement in Grimsby. 

Marrying kind 
Jan Konecki has married for 
the third time — at the age of 
99. He wed Kalinka Kuroski. 

71, in a traditional Polish 
ceremony at the Church of 
Divine Mercy, Manchester. 
“1 tend to go for younger 
models," bfe explained. 

Art is saved 
Six works of art were saved 
for the nation in tax deals an¬ 
nounced by the Government, 
including a 1672 painting by 
Jan van tier Heyden and an 
Armagnac illuminated manu¬ 
script about Joan of Are. 
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The sooner you start a pension, 

the earlier you can retire and the 

more money you'll have, 

it's as simple as that 

You haven't got time to read this. 

Get on the phone. 

direct 

Open ■seven ca\ 
week from Sam to 10pm 
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WPC paid with her life 
for dedication to duty 

Michael Horsnell and Stewart Tendler on cost of frontline policing 

NINA MACKAY paid with 
her life for her commitmeni to 
front-line policing when her 
world collided with Magdi 
Elgizouli. a Sudanese 
immigrant. 

The favourite saying of the 
dedicated young officer was 
“It’s all wrong: it just isn’t 
nght" as she reflected on the 
wrongs she witnessed. 

One of a family of officers, 
she had just finished a course 
in the use. of a hand-held 
hydraulic “Enforcer1 ram to 
smash down doors during 
raids on the homes of sus¬ 
pects. She was taught only the 
day before her death that the 
officer who uses it should then 
step aside to allow the shield 
team through. 

WPC Mackay, 25, the 
daughter of retired Chief 
Superintendent Sidney 
Mackay. was wearing heavy 
body armour when she arri¬ 
ved at Elgizouli’s flat in Strat¬ 
ford, East London, with eight 
male colleagues from 3 Area 
TerritoraJ Support Group. No 

Nina Mackay: died Elgizouli: committed 
after being stabbed to a mental hospital 

lightweight armour was avail- _ to get in the flat exactly by the 
able to women officers book. The heavyweight ar- 
because it had been sent back mour would have restricted a 
for adjustments. But she man and would have been 
found that the heavyweight even more restrictive for a 
version inhibited her ability to woman. She took off the 
swing the ram, and so re- armour but she was not meant 
moved it. One senior invest) ~ to go in. Most people would 
gator said: The officers on the have done exactly the same as 
operation dealt with the plan she did. The only person who 

Community care 
never delivered 

knows what took her through 
the door is her." 

As she smashed the door, it 
simultaneously appears to 
have been opened and she was 
propelled down the narrow 
hallway into Elgizouli. who 
was armed with a knife. She 
was stabbed in the abdomen 
and died two hours later in 
hospital, the first policewom¬ 
an to be killed on duty since 
WPC Yvonne Fletcher, shot 
outside the Libyan Embassy 
in London in 1984, 14 years 
ago yesterday. Elgizouli. 30. a 
paranoid schizophrenic, was 
sent to Hampton mental hospi¬ 
tal by an Old Bailey judge 
yesterday. 

Sidney Mackay, 54, said 
yesterday: “Her death was 
needless. She was only doing 
her duty." The former officer, 
who criticised the release of 
Elgizouli on bail by magis¬ 
trates on another matter only 
days before his daughter's 
death, asked: “Who else was 
doing their duty? No one else 
as far as I can see. The whole 

thrust of my argument is that 
it is the police — not the social 
services or the courts — who 
have to pick up the pieces." 
After taking her A-levels at 
Davenant School in 
Loughton, Essex, she worked 
as a care assistant in an old 
people's home for IS months. 
Mr Mackay had tried to 
disssuade her from becoming 
the third member of the family 
to join the police, but at 19 she 

went to the Metropolitan 
Police Training College in 
Hendon, North London. In 
her application for the Met, 
WPC Mackay wrote: “It would 
be a privilege to work for such 
an excellent service." 

After a five-year posting to 
Charing Cross police station, 
where she served cm the crime 
squad, she transferred to the 
TSG at Bow, East London, in 
November 1996. 

OFFICERS STILL WAIT FOR ARMOUR 

Police officers complain 
that Scotland Yard has still 
not issued enough sets of 
lightweight body armour. 
The Police Federation is 
urging Sir Paul Condon, 
the Commissioner, to 
speed up the distribution 
of die 45 lb “Metvest", 

developed by the force and 
ordered at a cost of 
£35 million. Yesterday the 
Yard said that more than 
20,000 vests had been is¬ 
sued. Another 2.500 have 
yet to be sent out after 
minor problems in manu¬ 
facture and distribution. 

on its promises 
By Ian Murray, medical correspondent 

CARE in the community was 
an idea bom of an unlikely 
mixture of compassion and 
meanness. 

Launched in tbe belief it 
would simultaneously pro¬ 
vide kinder treatment for the 
mentally ill and more money 
for the Treasury, the system 
has become discredited by a 
string of violent crimes com¬ 
mitted by patients released 
into the community without 
adequate supervision. 

One mental patient com- - 
mils murder every fortnight 
three commit suicide every 
week and thousands need 
acute hospital treatment after, 
maimingthemselve^ -' 

It is 13 years sinqe &itarjorie 
Wallace, wrote ^series-: of 
articles inThelime? arguing 
that, it was wrong- to-go im 
shutting hospital beds"'and 
releasing the mentally ill into 
the community without prop¬ 
er monitoring: 

It was only in January that 
Frank Dobson, the Health 
Secretary, said he wanted to 
reverse the policy and estab¬ 
lish purpose-buBt secure 
units. Paul Boateng, the 
Health Minister, is oversee¬ 
ing a mental healthcare re¬ 
view. and a Mental 
Incapacity B31 is now being 
prepared which will lead to 

the recall of some people 
living in unsupervised units. 

It was Enoch Powell, as 
Minister for Health, who 
launched community care in 
1961 after the development of 
psychotropic drags in the 
1950s made control of the 
mentally ni outside institu¬ 
tions feasible. 

Since then, successive 
govemmentshave pressed on 
with tite policy of dosing 
mental hospitals until the 
1980s when Marjorie Wallace 
began her series in The 
Times. Her articles raised 
public consciousness and 
forced government to listen. 

In 1986 she launched the 
charily Sane; which called for 
ajutlttobed closures. By then 
100.000 beds had been shirt 

^^tqntiafisedcontrol .-was 
'meant'to be introduced by the 
NHS and Community Care 
Act in 1990, but this concen¬ 
trated heavily mi providing 
social services for the elderly, 
and the mentally ill were once 
more sidelined. 

The Government has an¬ 
nounced a freeze on the 
closure of the remaining 35 
long-stay mental hospitals, 
but the good intentions have 
yet to be backed with any of 
the money needed to provide 
new secure mental units. 

Sponsor a child and 
make a difference 

Sami is onfy S yeare otd. but his future already looks bleak. He has to fight 

for everything - food, a place to sleep, even a simple drink of water. 

The heartbreaking fact is that there are millions of other children 

in the developing world just like Sami. But you can make a real difference. 

By sponsoring a diild through PLAN, one of the world t leading 

development charities, you can help us provide them and their 

community with whatever they need most - from clean water to a school 

or safe place to live. In return, you can build a rewarding relationship 

with your sponsored child through letters, photos and progress reports. 

For more information about child sponsorship, 

complete the coupon below or call 0800 1389 130. 

<nJKif\9 a -ofU of difference 
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Share in the joy of child sponsorship with 
PLAN International. 

Request your free information pack now! 

0800 1389 130 
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Address 
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Telephone No. 
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Make or break day 
for man of contrasts 

Will this be as good as it gets for David Trimble, asks Michael Gove 

ULSTER'S arguments can 
bewilder outsiders and the 
figure at the. heart of the 
Province's politics is one of 
the most paradoxical of all. 
David Trimble is a reserved 
academic who first flexed his 
political muscles in the com¬ 
pany of Ulster’s hard men; 
the remarried leader of a 
party whose membership is 
solidiy church-going: and a 
lawyer loyal to the Crown 
who stood with his constitu¬ 
ents when they confronted the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary. 

Mr Trimble sprang to pub¬ 
lic prominence, and leader¬ 
ship of the Ulster Unionist 
Party, after his appearance in 
an Orange sash at the barri¬ 
cades of Drumcree. But he 
could easily have lived a 
fulfilled life away from the 
cameras, with only an aca¬ 
demic gown draped over his 
shoulders, in the precincts of 
Queen’s University, Belfast 

A boy from Protestant Ban¬ 
gor, who preferred academic 
law to the clash of the 
courtroom. Mr Trimble's 
politics spring from a desire 

David Trimble in 1979, the year after his second 
marriage, and after die peace agreement was signed 

to see his Province governed 
in quiet consistency with die 
rest of the United Kingdom. 
The 53-year-old MP for Up¬ 
per Bann has nonepf the taste 
for the theatrical which 
marks other politicians: 
ian Paisley's grandstanding 
leaves him cold and the sly 
soundbites of the Sinn Fein 
leader Gerry Adams are 

anathema to a mao who 
prefers plain-speaking and 
private negotiation. 

He was thrust into the 
limelight in July 1995 when 
the traditional Change march 
from Drumcree Church, in 
his constituency, was halted 
by police after nationalist 
agitation. At a delicate stage 
in the peace process, his 

--rr‘ 
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The Trimbles with their son Richard daring a holiday in Yugoslavia in 1983 

constituents’ right to cele¬ 
brate their heritage was, he 
thought, being undermined. 
There were angry scenes as 
Orangemen clashed with the 
police but Mr Trimble stood 
with his people until the 
march was allowed through 
and celebrated afterwards, 
arm-in-arm with Mr Paisley, 
in a rare display of emotion. 

His stance of principled 
support for Unionist tradi¬ 
tions allowed him. a few 
months later, to beat better- 
known colleagues for the 
leadership of his party. An 
alliance of hardliners anxious 
to see Unionism sold more 
vigorously and forward- 
thinkers keen to see it sold 
more intellectually placed 
their faith in the law lecturer 
turned street politician. 

Now the same body that 
elected him could destroy 
him. The Ulster Unionist 
Council, which meets today, 
must deride if his display of 
vigour and intellect in negoti¬ 
ations has been enough. 

Mr Trimble is not a natural 
glad-hander. One parliamen¬ 
tary colleague describes him 
as a loner whose faith in his 
own judgment inclines him to 
consult less than he should. 
Happiest at home with his 
wife Daphne and their four 
children, he is not an instinc¬ 
tive builder of cabals and 
some of those who worked for 
his leadership are now work¬ 
ing to oppose his agreement 

Mr Trimble, a divorce, met 
his wife while she was one of 
his students at Queen's and 
their marriage provides a 
refuge from the strains of 
politics. While the SDLP ne¬ 
gotiator. Seamus Mallon. cel¬ 
ebrated the Good Friday 
accord with “a Guinness, and 
then a whiskey, or two" the 
Trimbles went for a quiet 
meal at a fish restaurant 

One friend, the Irish 
journalist Ruth' Dudley Ed¬ 
wards. describes him as ‘Tun'' 
and ‘‘charming” but his 
charm is more obvious in 
private. Another ally, David 
Burnside, a former British 
Airways PR chief, pays trib¬ 
ute to Mr Trimble's “grit" and 

Daphne Trimble, who met her husband while she was one of his students, 
looking through a family album yesterday at home in Lisburn, Co Antrim 

ability to do wfaat he consid¬ 
ers right without requiring 
acclaim. 

That grit now faces its 
toughest test The hardliner 
of 1995 must now rely on the 
support of those party mem¬ 
bers who voted for more 
moderate colleagues then. 
Two of his defeated rivals, 
John Taylor and Ken 
Magiimis, back the agree¬ 
ment and they must deliver 
their supporters if Mr 
Trimble is to survive. He is 
also relying on reason. While 
his opponents today may be 
able to play more stirring 
Orange tunes, and find mani¬ 

fest faults in an unpalatable 
compromise, Mr Trimble can 
ask in all honesty. “What is 
the alternative?” 

He will tell his party that 
rejection would only lead the 
Government to press ahead 
with what is worrisome in the 
agreement while marginal¬ 
ising Unionists for as long as 
Tony Blair is Prime Minister. 
Republicans would regard 
such Unionist rejectionism as 
a victory. 

Mr Trimble can point to 
gains for Unionism, specifi¬ 
cally the prospect of Unionist 
leaders taking hold of the 
levers of power in the Prov¬ 

ince, and the brake towards 
absorption into die Irish Re¬ 
public There have been 
losses for Unionism, too. not 
least the prospect of Unionist 
unity which beckoned when 
Mr Paisley and Mr Trimble 
celebrated together in 1995. 
Mr Trimble has preferred to 
put his trust, instead, in a 
relationship with Mr Blair. 

This agreement, he has 
said, echoing the Hollywood 
hit film, is “as good as it gets". 
If Mr Trimble falls today, and 
has to resign, then Ulster 
Unionists must hope that will 
not become an epitaph for 
their lost leader. 

Galling 
prospect 
at heart of 
Unionist 
dilemma 

By Martin Flctcher 

CHIEF 1RE1AND 

CORRESPONDENT 

THE Orange Order in David 
Trimble's own constituency 
rejected the peace agreement 
yesterday. Denis Watson, 
Grandmaster of Co Armagh’s 
7.000-member Orange 
Lodge, urged Mr Trimble to 
reconsider his support for the 
deal or he would “divide and 
fragment Unionism" even 
further. 

The agreement has split the 
Unionist movement and the 
Ulster Unionist Party like no 
other issue in recent years. 
Rival Unionist parties claim it 
will lead inexorably towards 
a united Ireland, but for 
many ordinary Unionists the 
problem is far more immedi¬ 
ate and visceral. They simply 
cannot accept the prospect of 
IRA killers being released en 
masse, or of Geny Adams 
and Martin McGuinness sit¬ 
ting in a Northern Ireland 
Cabinet 

At the Northern Ireland 
Forum yesterday, there were 
furious exchanges as mem¬ 
bers of Ian Paisley's Demo¬ 
cratic Unionist Party heckled 
and barracked Mr Trimble, 
accusing him of a “sell-out". 
Across Belfast. Robert 
McCartney's UK Unionist 
Party launched its campaign 
to defeat an agreement that it 
called “one of the biggest 
confidence tricks of all time" 
The DUP and UKUP account 
for about 40 per cent of 
Unionist voters. 

Within his own party Mr 
Trimble won the support of 
the executive by 55 votes to 23 
last Saturday, and should 
win today's vote of the 860- 
member council. But while he 
boasts of a “good solid base of 
support" the extent of the 
opposition is sobering. 

Only three of ms nine 
fellow UUP MPs support the 
agreement Several members 
of his Stormont negotiating 
team have refused to endorse 
it On Thursday, the executive 
committee of the Ulster 
Young Unionist Council and 
the Queen's University 
Unionist Association also re¬ 
jected it 
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Antarctic 
unleashes 
a titanic 
iceberg 

By Nick Nutt all, environment correspondent 

NEWS 9 

■AN ICEBERG 25 miles long 
and three miles wide is float¬ 
ing in the Southern Ocean as 
an Antarctic ice shelf falls 
apart. The break-up was pre¬ 
dicted by scientists at the 
British Antarctic Survey two 
months ago. but the speed of 
the change has taken experts 
by surprise. Some blame glob¬ 
al warming. 

The climate of Lhe Antarctic 
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peninsula has become Z5G 
warmer since the 1940s, caus¬ 
ing the ice shelves to start 
melting. In February, the Brit¬ 
ish team predicted that the 
Larsen B shelf, measuring 
7.500 square miles, was 
nearing its stability limit and 
could begin to break up. 

Photographs taken from a 
polar-orbiting satellite operat¬ 
ed by the US National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administra¬ 
tion have now confirmed that 
a large portion of the shelf has 
vanished. A spokeswoman for 
the British Antarctic Survey, 
which based its predictions on 
computer models, said: “The 
Antarctic peninsula is experi¬ 
encing a regional warming, 
but that’s not happening in the 
rest of the continent, and no- 
one understands why. 

“It doesnl mean that we are 
immediately going to see sea 
levels rise. Hie world is not in 
any danger. 

“Ice shelves are floating — 
it’s a bit like having ice in your 
gin and tonic. What would 

Warm response to 
new self-chill can 

By Our Environment Correspondent 

A SELF-CHILLING can. 
reviled by environmentalists 
as a danger to the planet has 
pained green credentials and 
is to go into production later 
this year. 

The can. which can chill a 
fizzy drink in two minutes, 
was originally designed to use 
HFC 134a, a gas whose global 
warming effect was 3.400 
limes greater than carbon 
dioxide. 

Michael Meachen the En¬ 
vironment Minister, said he 
would seek to ban it in 
Europe. But the new version, 
which uses carbon dioxide 
collected from waste industri¬ 
al processes, was yesterday 
applauded by the Govern¬ 
ment and has won approval 
from the Environmental Pro¬ 
tection Agency in America. 

Before going into use 
around the world, the Chill 
Can will go into orbit on the 
Space Shuttle. John Glenn, 
the first American to orbit the 
Earth, will be among the crew 
of tire October mission, who 
will use the Chill Can for food 
rather than drink. 

The can has been developed 

by the Joseph Company of 
California with BOC in Brit¬ 
ain. Mitchell Joseph, of the 
American company, said yesr 
terday that Senator Glenn 
had told him he was excited 
about testing the can — which 
will enable him to eat ice 
cream in space. 

The device uses carbon 
dioxide, stored at low pres¬ 
sure, and simple heat ex¬ 
changers which remove heat 
from the drink or food inside 
when the gas is released. 
Steve Waldron of BOC said 
that it was more environmen¬ 
tally friendly than vending 
machines, which used a lot of 
energy to keep drinks cool. 

A trillion cans of drink are 
sold each year worldwide. 
The Chill Can is expected to 
be produced at a plant in 
Britain and a plant in the US. 

A spokesman for the De¬ 
partment of the Environment. 
Transport and the Regions, 
said that officials had studied 
research on the new can’s 
environmental impact and 
the use of carbon dioxide as a 
coolant gas was “a big 
improvement". 
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Cracking up: scientists examining a long fault in the ice shelf in February. “The world is not in danger,'’ one said yesterday. “It's a bit like having ice in your gin and tonic” 

have'an effect is if the ice 
sheets on land melted." How¬ 
ever, the floating ice shelves 
protect the ice sneers by pin¬ 
ning them back. Once toe ice 
shelves go, so could the larger 
masses of ground ice. “There 
could be a danger if the ice 
shelves disappear to the extent 
where they are no longer 

pinning back toe ice sheets,” 
she said. “But no one is 
suggesting that that is going to 
happen.” 

Ted Scambos, from toe Nat¬ 
ional Snow and . Ice Data 
Center in Boulder, Colorado, 
who has analysed the satellite 
images, said: “This may be the 
beginning of toe end for the 

Larsen shelf. The wanning 
trend appears to be related to a 
reduction in sea ice. The 
question is, what is causing 
the reduction? At this point we 
do not have enough evidence 
to find a smoking gun.” 

He said about two thirds of 
the ice shelf was now threaten¬ 
ing to break off. The other 

third nestled in bays that are 
expected to protect it Larsen B 
is bigger than all toe previous 
ice that has been lost from toe 
Antarctic ice shelves in toe 
past 20 years. Early in 1995, 
the Larsen A shell measuring 
48 miles by 23 miles, collapsed 
completely during a single 
storm after years of gradual 

shrinking. The speed of its 
break-up was unprecedented 
and followed several of toe 
region’s wannest summers on 
record. 

Bill Budd. Professor of Me¬ 
teorology at Australia's Ant¬ 
arctic Co-operative Research 
Centre, is convinced toe ice 
shelf collapse is the result of 

global warming. He predicts 
significant degradation begin¬ 
ning in toe next century and 
toe near-total loss of the ice 
shelves within 500 years. He 
said toe ice-shelf collapse was 
consistent with “what we see 
from the effects of increased 
greenhouse gases, which 
cause warming”. 
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Teachers blame 
the parents for 

young tearaways 
TEACHERS mourned the dis¬ 
appearance of the parental 
“wallop” yesterday as they 
blamed the modem family for 
creating a generation of class¬ 
room tearaways. Parents were 
criticised for treating offspring 
like fashion accessories and 
refusing to accept they could 
do anything wrong. 

Instead of punishing their 
children for gating into trou¬ 
ble at school, some parents 
were now more likely to 
wallop the teacher. 

The criticism came at the 
annual conference of the Nat¬ 
ional Association of School¬ 
masters and Union of Women 
Teachers in Scarborough. On 
Thursday, David Blunkett. the 
Education Secretary, had 
promised that he would get as 
“tough as nails" with bad 
parents. Yesterday teachers 
lined up at the microphone to 
condemn parents who failed 
to take responsibility for rais¬ 
ing children properly. 

Jacqueline Simpson, from 
Leeds, asked: “What has hap¬ 
pened to the culture of an extra 
wallop at home if you had 
done something wrong at 
school, because he must have 
done something wrong if the 
teacher said so. whatever the 
child says? 

“If parents fail to take 
responsibilty for their off¬ 
spring. they should be made to 
or penalised in a way that 
hurts. We want the best for 
children, and everything we 
say or do about them is for 

David Charter 

hears call for a 

wallop at home 

to back classroom 

discipline and 

check problems 
their benefit." Dave Bartye, an 
executive member from Shef¬ 
field, said: “Parents have the 
idea that children are a fash¬ 
ion accessory. They have a 
house and a car and a few kids 
to go with them. If someone 
burgles your house, they call 
the police. If someone does 
anything to their kids, woe 
betide them. 

“Parents give their children 
everything they want and 
don’t tell diem off. Parenting is 
not saying. ‘You can have 
everything you want and 
everything you do will be 
right'. Good parents take re¬ 
sponsibility for their children 
and in that they put on 
restraints and restrictions." 

Sue Rogers, also from Shef¬ 
field. told how a colleague 
from Barnsley was hit by a 
parent who stormed into the 
classroom after his child was 
told off: The tragedy is that 
these people believe they are 
supporting children by doing 
these things. They come to the 

classroom and hit members of 
staff who tell their child off, 
telling the teacher that their 
child doesn’t lie or hit other 
pupils, and wont believe what 
you tell them. And the tragedy 
is, they believe they are help¬ 
ing their children by doing 
this. 

They don’t realise that they 
have to leant to say no. These 
parents are not bringing child¬ 
ren up but dragging them 
down to the lowest levels of 
society. Bringing children up 
means sometimes saying no. 
not being indulgent" 

She reminded the confer¬ 
ence that a ten-year-old boy 
who terrorised a primary 
school in Worksop, Notting¬ 
hamshire, had been defended 
by his aunt for simply “behav¬ 
ing like a lad”. 

Mrs Rogers added: “What is 
wrong with the idea that boys 
should sit quietly and read? 
No wonder boys are falling 
behind in results.” 
□ Union members said that 
incompetent teachers should 
be given at least two terms in 
the classroom to prove their 
worth. They voted against , 
their leaders who signed a , 
"fast-track" sacking agree¬ 
ment with employers last year, ! 
meaning teachers could be 
fired four weeks after formally 
being told to improve. 
Eamonn O'Kane, the deputy 
general secretary, said the 
alternative had been to agree 
to government demands for 
instant dismissal. 

Much ado 
as Bard’s 
First Folio 

goes on 
display 
By Alan Hamilton 

THE bald pate and trim 
moustache are universally 
familiar: the book itself 
one of the crown jewels of 
the language. On Tues¬ 
day the first Folio edition of 
Mr WUliam Shake¬ 
speare* Comedies. Histories 
and Tragedies goes on 
display at the British li¬ 
brary’s new home. 

Published in 1623, sev¬ 
en years after the play¬ 
wright's death, the First 
Folio contains 36 plays. It is 
regarded by scholars as a 
definitive text and more reli¬ 
able than the previous 
quartos. 

Once owned by the 
Whig Prime Minister Wfl- 
liam Grenville, the First 
Folio has been in the British 
Library's possession 
since 1846, on display at its 
former premises in the 
British Museum. Grenville 
is said to have acquired It 
in its original form; to the 
annoyance of modern 
scholars, he had it rebound. 

Shakespeare will share 
his new home in the British 
library galleries at St 
Pancras with other pearls of 
English, including Mag¬ 
na Carta, the Gutenberg Bi¬ 
ble. and the Undisfarne 
Gospels. From Tuesday, the 
Library galleries will be 
open free seven days a week. 
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Ann de Lara, a curator at the British Library, with the First Folio of Shakespeare 

Three-day week for 
the Welsh assembly 

By Simon de Bkuxeues 

IT is the cushiest job in 
politics. Members of the 
Welsh assembly will meet 
from 9am to 5pm three days a 
week and will not sit in school 
holidays. In a deliberate 
break with Westminster, 
which takes pride in antiso¬ 
cial hours, the new assembly 
will pioneer a new style of 
“family friendly” politics. 

The new working patterns 
are intended to encourage 
more women to put them¬ 
selves forward for election 
and prevent strains on mar¬ 
riages and families. 

Unlike the House of Com¬ 
mons, there will be no late- 
night sittings in the Cardiff 
assembly when it opens next 
year, and no work on Mon¬ 
days or Fridays—to allow the 
60 members time for other 
interests. 

John Elfed Jones, chairman 
of the advisory group which 
has drawn up proposals for 
the assembly's working prac¬ 
tices, said; “The hours of work 
at Westminster do not allow 

for efficient and effective 
work processes. They cause 
great family problems, where¬ 
as our proposals will allow 
members to allow adequate 
time for their family and 
constituents. Tliey win be able 
to balance their personal and 
political lives.” 

The recommendations are 
set out in a consultation paper 
drawn up by the advisory 
group, apppointed by the 
Welsh Secretary Ron Davies. 
The Welsh public will have 
their chance to discuss the 
proposals over die next six 
weeks. Helen Jones, an adv¬ 
isory group member, said: 
“Assembly members will not . 
be part-timers. When they are ! 
not attending foe assembly, 
tiny will be busy in their 
constituencies and at regional 
meetings. 

The final derision on the 
rules and structures of the 
assembly wtU rest with foe 
Welsh Secretary. Members' 
salaries and allowances have 
still to be fixed. 

Charity 
scaring’ 
pupils 
with its 
divorce 
leaflets 

By Russell Jenkins 

A CHARITY was accused 
yesterday of spreading fear 
and confusion after teachers 
distributed leaflets to children 
as young as 5 to make than 
more aware of the trauma of 
divorce and separation. 

More than 9,000 leaflets, 
designed to help children 
“come to terms" with their 
parents' divorce, are bring 
handed out to primary and 
secondary school pupils in Co 
Durham. The initiative, car¬ 
ried out by the Durham 
Family Mediation unit for the 
charity NCH Action for Child¬ 
ren. follows concern expressed 
by teachers that pupils are the 
victims of the high rate of 
marital breakdowns. 

But critics claim that the 
project has spread unneces¬ 
sary fear because they are 
being distributed to all child¬ 
ren in the classroom. They 
said that children in stable 
homes may come to believe it 
is inevitable that their parents 
will break up. 

The Durham Family Medi¬ 
ation unit which set up the 
campaign with a £7,000 grant 
from a government scheme to 
release cash for urban renews 
al. insists that foe project is 
sensitive and meets a growing 
need. Eileen Dunn, project 
manager, said the leaflets 
were targeted to particular age 
groups, were designed to help 
parents work with their child¬ 
ren and were vital in a society 
where one in four marriages 
failed. Leaflets have already 
been distributed in six second¬ 
ary schools and 14 primary 
schools. More will be handed 
out after the Easter holidays. 

The leaflet says: “Almost a 
quarter of children under the 
age of 16 will experience 
parental separation or di¬ 
vorce. It is difficult for ail 
concerned and each child's 
reaction to these changes wifi 
vary depending on individual 
circumstances.” 

Denise Robertson, presi¬ 
dent of the National Council 
for tile Divorced and Separat¬ 
ed, said that “blanket cow¬ 
age” of such a message was 
counter-productive. She said: 
“Leafleting children about 
marriage break-up as though 
they were telling them tmy 
will be getting a new whedie- 
bin is both scarey and repul¬ 
sive. A five-year-old is going to 
think, “They are warning me 
that mum and dad are going 
to split"’ 4 

Libby Calton, spokeswom- * 
an for NCH Action for Child¬ 
ren, said: “We make it very 
dear that it is not something to 
be frightened of and does not 
happen to everyone." 
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New Orleans folk enjoy their food but as Ian Brodie 

discovers, a home-grown new diet book is selling big 

NEW ORLEANS has been de¬ 
clared America’s fattest city, 
but the citizens are refusing to 
let it spoil their passion for 
food. Even dieters are pinning 
their hopes on ope that lets 
them carry on eating much as 
before — and the diet is so 
good they have managed to 
sell it to chic, lean NewYork. 

The Louisiana city is die 
place where people meet far 
breakfast to discuss what they 
will have for. lunch. Breakfast 
itself can be a calorific chall¬ 
enge. thanks to a local favour¬ 
ite railed beignets — lumps of 
fried sugary dough. 

The Creole and Cajun foods 
are a spicy combination of 
Caribbean. African. Spanish 
and French cuisines. Gravies 
are thick and full of fat Sauces 
are creamy. Crawfish, crabs 
and shrimp are high in choles¬ 
terol ... and fried. 

Breakfast at Brennan'S, a 
New Orleans tradition, can 
last three hours and include 
brandy milk punch, poached 
eggs on fried trout veal in 
Creole sauce and a cholesterol 
rush known as bananas Foster 
with rum, melted butter, 
brown sugar and scoops of 
vanilla ice-cream. 

The city’s best-known chef. 
Paul Prudhomme, weighs 
21st Having lost I4st he has 
now given up dieting. He 
works with food seven days a 
week at his restaurant K- 
Paul’s Louisiana Kitchen, but 

cannot eat as he once did. 
With damaged knees, he has 
difficulty walking and now 
moves around on a three- 
wheel electric scooter. 

The sandwich of choice in 
New Orleans is a “Fo-Boy" a 
jumbo hunk of French bread 
stuffed with fried food, even 

Cooking a crawfish feast 

fried potatoes, and mayon¬ 
naise. Antoine’s, one of the 
best of many restaurants, 
offers souffle potatoes, fried 
at two temperatures. 

Then there is foe drinking. 
Bars can stay open 24 hours a 
day. Alcohol is sold on street 
comers in the French Quarter. 
Carrying drinks in glasses on 
the street is illegal because 
people were falling down on 
broken glass. But plastic cups 
are all right Drive-ins on the 

edge of town sell 22-ounce 
daiquiris with rum or vodka. 
Customers are supposed to 
keep a plastic lid on them but 
nobody counts on it. 

New Orleans pays a price 
for being the eatingest, 
drinkingest city in the United 
Stales. According to govern¬ 
ment statistics, 38 per cent of 
the population are obese, 
meaning more than 20 per 
cent above their ideal weight 
— foe most for any. American 
city. Life expectancy far men is 
64, eight years below the 
national average. 

Other factors contribute to 
foe figures, including poverty, 
but living it up is a leading in¬ 
gredient. Heart disease is 
twice the national rate. “Our 
lifestyle is to let the good times 
roll,’’ says Frank Minyard. foe 
city's coroner, who frequently 
plays his jazz trumpet at 
funerals. “We pad; 100 years 
of living into our 64 years.” 

He describes New Orleans, 
known as the Big Easy, as a 
laid-back Caribbean dty, foe 
antithesis of California. 

"There are gyms and people 
run, but nobody is obsessed 
about it. A lot of than run so 
they ran eat” In the March 
Gras marathon, competitors 
run from one beer-stand to the 
next. 

In keeping with the easy¬ 
going style, a popular diet 
created in New Orleans does 
not change the way people eat 

A SUGAR BUSTERS! RECIPE FROM THE BIG EASY 

Paul Prudhomme, a chef; enjoyed the special diet 

too dramatically. They can 
still wander down Bourbon 
Street to enjoy shellfish, 
cream, spices and trimmed 
red meat. What they must skip 
are potatoes, white bread, 
white rice and all refined 
sugar. It is a high-protein diet 
that avoids sugar and other 
carbohydrates that raise insu¬ 
lin levels and cause the body to 
store excess sugar as fat 
Those on the diet swear by it, 
while still enjoying lamb 

chops, cheese, eggs, wine, even 
peanut butter. 

All is explained in Sugar 
Busters!, a book written and 
published try three New 
Orleans physicians and an oil 
executive, Leighton Steward. 
Mr Steward said: “We certain¬ 
ly don’t eat foe right things 
down here, but on this diet you 
can still enjoy 95 per cent of 
what you like and not gain 
weight.” 

The book has sold 200,000 

Emeril restaurant’s pan-roasted filet mi- 
gnon stuffed with blue cheese with warm 
haricots verts and bacon salad (for four): 
Ingredients: bib chopped bacon, cup of 
juUenned yellow onions, teaspoon chopped 
garlic, half cup walnuts, lib green beans, 
four Soz filets mignons, cup crumbled blue 
cheese, 2 tablespoons olive o9, tblspn 
chopped parsley. 
Method: Preheat oven to 400F (190Q. In 
hot saute pan render bacon until crispy, stir 

occasionally for 8 mins. Stir in onions, 
garlic, walnuts. Saute 3 mins, add green 
beans, salt and pepper, saute 2 mins. Re¬ 
duce heat to keep salad warm. Make 2in slit 
on side of each filet to form pocket to be 
stuffed with two tblspns cheese. Season filets 
with salt, cracked pepper. Heat olive oil, 
sear filets for 2 mins each side. Put pan in 
oven, roast filets for 7 mins, medium 
rare. To serve, spoon salad onto plates, put 
filets on salad, add parsley. 

copies, phenomenal for a self- 
published regional bods, and 
has now been picked up by a 
New York publisher for nat¬ 
ional distribution. Everyone in 
New Orleans knows someone 
on the diet 

Restaurants display Sugar 
Busters! signs to show they 
follow the book's instructions. 
The authors say that they have 
seen hundreds of people lose 
weight and improve their 
health. They are hoping to 
arrange a scientific study. 

Mr Steward's involvement 
began when he had dinner 
with a friend who ate fried 
mushrooms and six lamb 
chops with a bottle of red wine 
and boasted that it was part of 
a diet on which he had lost 
three-and-a-half stone. Im¬ 
pressed, Mr Steward tried, 
lost a stone-and-a-half in sev¬ 
en weeks and decided to write 
foe book. 

Mary Landrieu, a US sena¬ 
tor from New Orleans, has 
lost a stone. She says she will 
go on the road as a promoter 
for Sugar Busters.' if she ever 
loses her seat 

Fly from HEATHROW 
or MANCHESTER to= 

Buenos Aires £548 
Sao Paulo £408 
Santiago die Chile £540 
Lima £489 Lima 
return - including taxes 
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Whitewater 
woman faces 
juiy ordeal 

r&m 

From Tom Rhodes 
IN WASHINGTON 

SUSAN McDOUGAL. the 
Clintons’ jailed Whitewater 
partner, has been ordered ro 
appear before a federal grand 
jury next week as prosecutors 
again focus on the President’s 
alleged involvement in an 
illegal loan when he was 
Governor of Arkansas. 

McDougal. who served 18 
months in prison for con¬ 
tempt, is scheduled to face the 
grand jury in Little Rock, 
Arkansas, for a hearing on 
'TCiursday. She has now 
started a two-year term on 
fraud convictions in the first 
Whitewater trial and is await¬ 
ing trial on embezzlement 
charges in Los Angeles involv¬ 
ing her role as an assistant to 
the family of Zubin Mehta, the 
conductor. 

In what could be the prelude 
to new charges of contempt 

McDougal: still defiant 

and obstruction of justice, 
prosecutors from the office of 
Kenneth Starr, the indepen¬ 
dent counsel, will try to com¬ 
pel her testimony about a 
$300,000 (E17S.OOO) loan that 
David Hale, an Arkansas 
banker, has alleged Mr Clin¬ 
ton pressed him to solicit on 
behalf of McDougal. 

In January, the prosecutors 
asked her to testify away from 
the jury and on videotape, bin 
told her she risked further 
prosecution on rejection erf 
what they described as an 
“extraordinary offer". 

White House lawyers have 
said that Mr Starr could not 
investigate the payment 
claims because they might 
jeopardise the credibility of a 
prize witness. By calling 
McDougal Iran her cell in Los 
Angeles Mr Starr, however, is 
making a public effort not 
merely to corroborate Mr 
Hale’s evidence but also to 
lessen his importance to the 
inquiry. 

It seems unlikely that 
McDougal will bend to the 
will of a grand jury whose 
term is to expire next month. 
Mark Geragos. her lawyer, 
said last night he expected Mr 
Starr to indict her for criminal 
contempt 

Mea Son, widow of Pol Pot, comforts their daughter Sith, 14, while speaking yesterday about the former Cambodian dictator’s last hours 

Pol Pot’s widow pays tribute to ‘good father’ 
POL POT, the former leader of the 
Khmer Rouge, was yesterday con¬ 
firmed dead by the Thai military, 
which inspected the body and said h 
had not found evidence of foul play 
(James Pringle writes). No post¬ 
mortem examination was carried out, 
however, and his cremation, planned 

to take place today just inside Cambo¬ 
dia will eliminate any sign that the 
death of the murderous Cambodian 
dictator was not the result of natural 
causes. 

Mea Sou, his second wife, yesterday 
told of the last hours before his death 
from a suspected heart attack and 

described him as a good husband and 
father. Pol Pot, 73. ate a simple last 
meal of rice in his bed in a jungle 
shack, Mea Son. 40, said. "When 1 
went to see him again at around 11pm 
to put a mosquito net around him in 
bed, I found him dead." Her 14-year- 
old daughter by Pol Pot, Sith. was 
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with her yesterday. Meanwhile, 
moves are continuing to bring other 
Khmer Rouge leaders to justice, led by 
the United States and Australia. But 
the possibility that the surviving 
leaders of the faction will ever see the 
inside of a courtroom is remote, 
analysts said. 

Yeltsin’s 
choice loses 
second vote 
in Duma 

From Robin Lodge 
IN MOSCOW 

Schroder hailed as 
an election winner 

Schroder 
crowned as 
candidate 

Frankfurt Germany’s Social 
Democrats crowned their 
general election challenger, 
Gerhard Schroder, last night 
at a special congress in Leip¬ 
zig which had as much pomp 
and glitz as an American 
primary (Deborah CoDCutt 
writes). 

The ceremony was de¬ 
signed to demonstrate the 
differences between the char¬ 
ismatic Herr Schroder and 
his ageing opponent. Helmut 
Kohl, the Chancellor, in the 
run-up to the elections In 
September. 

Nearly 500 delegates ap¬ 
plauded at the end of almost 
every sentence of Herr 
Schroder’s fiery speech. Run¬ 
ning unopposed, he received 
479 of the 513 valid votes cast 
at the congress, winning him 
93.4 per cent of the vote. 

THE Russian State Duma 
continued its defiance of Presi¬ 
dent Yeltsin yesterday by re¬ 
jecting Sergei Kiriyenko, his 
nominee for Prime Minister, 
for a second rime. 

The President, apparently 
unruffled by the vote, re¬ 
nominated Mr Kiriyenko. be¬ 
fore setting off on a two-day 
trip to Japan for bilateral talks 
with Ryutaro Hashimoto, the 
Prime Minister. 

Mr Kiriyenko also appeared 
unperturbed by the decision. 
The deputies, aware that the 
outcome of the second vote 
was not binding, had no fear 
of lasing their seats. If, howev¬ 
er. the vote goes the same way 
next week. Mr Yeltsin wiD 
dissolve the Duma, appoint 
his Prime Minister and call 
new parliamentary elections 
in six months' time. 

But few believe it will come 
to that Last week Gennadi 
Seleznyov, the Communist 
Speaker, called on the Duma 
to back Mr Kiriyenko. the 35- 
year-old former Energy Min¬ 
ister, rather than face 'H 
dissolution. The likelihood is ' 
that the Communists, who 
with 133 seats form the largest 
faction in the 450-seat Duma, 
and their allies will follow Mr 
Seleznyov's advice. 
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Churchill’s granddaughter cashes in on portraits of the legend who inspired her 

Chip off old block 
carves art career 

JUSTIN SUTCUPFF 

New Yorkers got a rare 
chance this week to 
snap up some genu¬ 

ine Churchill family portraits. 
The wartime leader’s grand^ 
daughter. Edwina Sandys. an 
artist who has been living in 
New York for the last two 
decades, threw open her spa¬ 
cious SoHo studio to the 
public to unload years-worth 
of accumulated lithographs — 
including two of Sir Winston. 
Chartwell shows Sir Winston 
painting at his country estate, 
and Romeo Revisited catches 
him looking longingly at a box 
of his favourite Romeo 
Juliela cigars. 

As soon as word of the sale 
got out Ms Sandys started 
receiving calls from Churchill 
aficionados. As a result of the 
interest, she printed 850 edi¬ 
tions of Chartwell and -150 of 
Romeo Revisited, and is sell¬ 
ing the lithographs for just 
$200 (£120) apiece. 

The daughter of the late 
Tory Cabinet minister. Dun- 

JAMES BONE’S 

NEW YORK 

y 

can Sandys. and Churchill's 
daughter Diana. Ms Sandys 
took up painting seriously 
after her grandfather* death. 

Ms Sandys. 59, normally 
works in marble on a more 
monumenral scale. In 1990. 
she built a piece called Break¬ 
through from a ten-yard sec¬ 
tion of the Berlin Wall for the 
college in Fulton. Missouri, 
where Sir Winston delivered 
his famous 1946 Iron Curtain 
speech. She has large pieces at 
UN headquarters in Geneva. 
Vienna and New York. In co¬ 
operation with other artists 
around the world, she is 
presently preparing a huge 

Jemima Khan passes Imran’s test as political wife 

I ran into cricketer-cunhpoli- 
tirian Imran Khan when he 
stopped over in New York, 
and he was bubbling with 
praise for his British wife. 
Jemima, nee Goldsmith. She 
had made effective speeches 
in Urdu and. comparing her 
to llalian-born Sonia Gandhi 
in India, said he hoped she 
would one day be “more 
popular than Sonia” 

□ A well-manicured man 
■ in his thirties has held 

up 17 nail salons around the 
city in the past three months, 
apparently because there are 
usually no other men around. 
Now thefinest of the New York 
Police Department are hot on 
his trail thanks to genetic 
evidence that he left at the 
scenes of his crimes: his dis¬ 
carded nail dippings. 

Sex museum appeals 
for carnal knowledge 

NEW York was until recently 
the Sodom and Gomorrah of 
the modem world. With the 
Mayor cracking down on 
peepshows ' and adult video 
shops, however, sex is being 
forced into the museum. 

Alison Maddex. artist girl¬ 
friend of neo-feminist Camille 
PagKa, is to open the city’s first 
Museum of Sex. Plans call for 
a “world-dass cultural institu¬ 
tion” involving “distinguished 

scientists, sex historians, doc¬ 
tors, psychologists, artists, cu¬ 
rators and members of the sex 
industry”. Letters have gone 
out to such sex-world stars as 
the stand-up comic Sandra 
Bernhard and Nonna Jean 
Almddovar. the former Los 
Angeles cop who became a 
prostitute. “Sex is life." Ms 
Maddex says. “We need a 
sacred place to study this 
powerful force.” 

project for 2000 called the 
“Millennium Circle* which 
will comprise Stonehenge-like 
stone circles on each continent. 
fThe European Millennium 
Circle is to be built in Ireland). 
Although she works in differ¬ 
ent media, she says he had a 
huge impact on her. UJ was 
influenced to succeed by my 
grandfather, and I have the 
same love of bright colours. 
He was the first artist I knew 
and his art was the first art I 
ever saw. Having him as a 
grandfather and seeing him 
paint. I learnt to draw, but I 
never thought 1 would be as 
good as him." 

Natural 
partners 
find lost 
dancer 

ARTHUR BELL’S siblings are 
celebrating the Easter resur¬ 
rection of their long-lost broth¬ 
er. the pioneering black ballet 
dancer found homeless and 
disoriented in Brooklyn by 
passing ambulancemen. 

Mr Bell’s brother in New 
York and five sisters in Florida 
learnt of his whereabouts 
when a preacher read about 
his plight in a Honda news¬ 
paper on Easter Sunday. The 
family had been searching for 
Mr Bell for decades since he 
disappeared up north on the 
day he left high school to 
become a dancer, against his 
father’s wishes. Once chosen 
by Sir Frederick Ashton as the 
first blade to dance with the 
New York City Ballet in a 1950 
performance of Illuminations 
by Benjamin Britten, Mr Bell 
ended up penniless in a New 
York nursing home. But he is 
now exultant “It’s a mind- 
blower,” Mr Bell declared. 
“I’m not alone any more.” 

□ Natasha Richardson is 
a good bet to scoop a 

Tony Award for her perfor¬ 
mance as Sally Bowles in 
Cabaret after a ruling that the 
former nightclub where the 
show is playing — renamed 
the Kit Kat Klub — qualifies 
as a Broadway theatre. Her 
British co-star, Alan Cum- 
ming, is a strong contender 
for his role as the maitre d*. 

Advertisement 

Thinking of buying a computer? 
Computers are playing an 
increasingly important part in 

our lives. But how much 

should you pay for » system? 

And how do you know a PC 

will suit your needs? 
Help is at hand! Practical, 
straightforward and reliable. 

The Which? Guide to 
Computers explains all the 

jargon. It's ideal for home users 

and small businesses alike and 

takes you. step by step, through 
the buying process. 

Using real-life situations to 
highlight common problems, it 

tells you • what computers 

can «lo for you and/or your 
business • how to avoid costly 

mistakes, and select sensibly - 

priced hardware and software 
that won't be instantly obsolete 

• how to calculate the true cost 

of d system ■ how to get cost- 
effeclive user support and 

maintenance • why ‘latest’ 

doesn't always mean ‘best’ 
how to ensure you buy wbat 

Essential 
reading for 

landlords and 
tenants 

Thinking of letting your 

properly? Unsure of your 
rights ns a tenant? Then gel 

help with The Which? Guide to 
Hen ting and Letting. 
Whether you are renting or 

letting a house, flat or room, 
you need to be atoare of your 
legal rights, the financial 
implications of the agreement 

aud the practicalities of the 

landlord/lenant relationship. 
And this concise, accessible 
book could help you avoid 
possible pitfalls, as well as save 

vou lime, money and potentially 
costly legal action, loo. 
For landlords there's advice on 

—|t you need - and not what the 

salespeople want to sell you 

• ami much men; besides! 
This fact-packed book front 

Which? gives independent, 
unbiased advice and is 

essentia! reading for anyone 
planning to buy a computer,-or 
who wants to get tho most 

from their existing system. 

The Which? Guide to 
Computers costs just £10.99 

(P&P FREE), so why not order 
your copy NOW using the 
order form below? Full refund 

if not satisfied. 

Make the most of retirement 
Retirement can be one of the 

most excitiog limes of your 

life. Free from the pressures of 
full-time work, you can 

develop new skills, indulge 
iife-iong dreams and visit 

people and places you’ve 

always wanted to see. 
The Which? Guide to an Active 
Retirement will help you make 
the most of the golden years 

ahead. If looks at • redefining 
your priorities • maximising 
your income from pensions 
and other sources • minimising 

holidays and leisure lime to the 

full • making tax-cfficient 
arrangements for passing on 

your money • and more! 
There’s also a Good Health 

Guide with advice on healthy 
eatiug, exercise and common 
health problems, plus an 

address section Tor following 
up on many of the ideas 
suggested in the book. It's 

essential for anyone who wants 
to make retirement the most 
enjoyable lime of their life! 
77ie Which? Guide tu an Active 

your lax liability • working Retirement contains 540 pages 
after formal retirement, of invaluable information and 
whether starling a new job, costs just £12.99 (P&P FREE), 
selling up a business or doing so why not order your copy 
voluntary work • reviewing NOW using the order form 
where you live - is it suitable below? Full refund if not 

for the years ahead? • enjoying satisfied. 
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Edwina Sandys in SoHo. “Having him as a grandfather and seeing him paint, l learnt to draw, but! never thought 1 would be as good as him1 

Waif with a dream 
A CHARISMATIC nine-year- 
old preacher with a voice like 
Martin Luther King, right, is 
causing a sensation at New 
York's black churches. Chris 
Durosinmi. a waif from 
Brooklyn, began public 
speaking at the age of five 
when he delivered a typically 

rousing address at his nursery 
school graduation day. He is 
now inundated with requests 
to do his junior version of the 
eloquent 1960s rivil rights 
leader. Like King. Chris has a 
dream — he wants to become 
President — but he has got to 
finish his homework first. 

| j The Just)' President Clin¬ 
ton will soon receive a 

piece of Naomi Campbell’s 
underwear. The British 
supermodel promised to do¬ 
nate a bra to a New York radio 
station’s “Bras Across the 
Hudson” campaign to pro¬ 
mote breast cancer awareness. 
The bras will be sent to the 
White House. Naomi clearly 
felr she had to get something 

off her chest. Perhaps Kenneth 
Starr, the independent prose¬ 
cutor. should be told. 

□ This from ’ the book. 
Big Hair: “Only one in 

20 adult women is naturally 
blonde. Four out often women 
add blondeness. We are ob¬ 
sessed with blondeness, de¬ 
daring it the ‘essentially 
female colour*” 
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The vibrancy of the jazz scene in Paris, where American stars such as the Duke Ellington Orchestra, right, transformed the Left Bank after the war. has fallen victim to conservatism and bureaucracy in the 1990s 

French gift for red tape gives Left Bank jazz lovers the blues 
From Adam Sage in Paris 

oh Paris’s Left Bank, once among 
st vibrant scenes in the world, has 
victim to French bureaucracy, 
ng to jazz lovers. 

ing a cry of alarm at what they 
d as the modem musical pover- 
St Germain des Prfes. they 

condemned flourishing red tape as the 
enemy of creativity. 

in a quartier once haunted by the 
likes of Duke Ellington and Sidney 
Bechet two jazz caffes have dosed 
recently, and (hose that remain are stuck 
m a time-warp, according to close 
observers of the Parisian jazz scene. “For 
jazz, St Germain des Prfes is almost 

finished," said Franck Mfedioni, radio 
producer of a jazz programme. 

High taxes, which have increased 
overheads for caffes and cut the spending 
power of their clientele, are largely to 
blame, jazz dub owners say. But the 
French state’s love of paperwork has 
also contributed. Viviane SicnasL a 
former organiser of the celebrated Nice 

Jazz Festival, said: “If you want to bring 
an American artist over to France, it is 
incredibly expensive and difficult," 

She said the authorities would not 
allow a single concert before a work 
permit had been issued. To obtain a 
permit musicians must supply a French 
translation of their contracts, salaries 
and expenses, induding the price of 

their hotel rooms and meals in France. 
The legal minimum fee for a jazz 

musician m France is about FrZOQO 
(£200) per performance, and employer 
contributions add another Frl.000 to 
that figure. Mme Sicnasi said. Promot¬ 
ers no longer wanted artists who were 
not already well known, "and even then 
you are not sore of selling all the seats". 

The upshot has been the closure of two 
former Left Bank jazz bastions, the 
Tabou and the Montana, and the 
growing conservatism of others. 

Yesterday Le Figaro said: "Ten years 
ago. Paris was a capital of jazzNow 
Parisian jazz is struggling. French 
musicians are in difficulty and the 
Americans prefer to go elsewhere.” 

Mandela loses 
case for rugby 
racism inquiry 

From Sam Kiley in Johannesburg 

THE Goverrment of Nelson 
Mandela's wis dealt a body 
blow to its executive powers 
yesterday aftr South Africa's 
white-run naby establish¬ 
ment won it High Court 
action. 

The rugby authority had 
challenged thePresidenfs de¬ 
rision to establsh a commis¬ 
sion of inquLy into mis¬ 
management aid allegations 
of racism in tie administra¬ 
tion of the sport. 

The ruling, which stunned 
most South Africans, is certain 
to polarise an ilready ugly 
debate over the allegations 
against the Souh African 
Rugby Football Utian (Sarfu). 
Mr Mandela’s JegaJ team 
vowed to appeal igainsl the 
decision of Judge Viliiam de 
ViHiers, which coild set a 
precedent preventing the head 
of state from laureling inqui¬ 
ries into any mattes beyond 
his administration. 

In the short tem, it was 
dear that the ruling from the 
judge. who cjrtpaigned 
against the admisstm of black 
lawyers to the flporia Bar 
Association during the apart¬ 
heid era. would damage rugby 
and undermine support 
among black fans. 

Judge de Viilien gave no 

reasons for his verdict, which 
was delivered in 30 seconds, 
and ordered the Government 
to pay Sarfu*s costs.. Louis 
Luyt, a former stalwart of 
apartheid administrations 
and now Sarfu president, 
brought the case against the 
setting-up of the commission, 
arguing that it violated his 
constitutional rights. 

Mr Mandela’s legal adviser. 
Fink Haysom, described the 
order as no surprise. “We will 
almost definitely appeal. We 
hope the judge will be as 
assiduous in furnishing rea¬ 
sons as he was in giving his 
ruling.” he said. 

Last night, reactions to the 
ruling were sharply divided 
along racial lines. The right- 
wing Freedom Front and the 
National Party, which rely on 
white support, welcomed the 
judge’s ruling as a victoiy for 
the independence of the judi¬ 
ciary. The Democratic Party 
noted the constitutional impli¬ 
cations of the decision but 
issued a wanting that "if Sarfu 
fails to use this opportunity to 
make the future safe for 
rugby, it must expect to be 
fared with an unforgiving 
public”. 
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Two men battle for stamp of authority 
New Post Office chairman faces 

dogged opponent in incoming union 

chief, an ex-boxer who opposes any 

sell-off, reports Dominic Kennedy 
ASK a postman at Mount 
Pleasant sorting office if the 
POst Office should run the 
National Lottery and he will 
laugh, bitterly, in your face. 
“They can't even run the Post 
Office," said one glum-faced 
employee, puffing on a cigar¬ 
ette outside the grim Victorian 
building in central London. 

Mount Pleasant should be 
as much a centre of national 
pride as the Millennium 
Dome. Here, in Europe's larg¬ 
est sorting office, 30,000 letters 
an hour are processed. 

Deep below is London’s 
“secret” railway. Mail Rail, 
which trundles between Pad¬ 
dington and Liverpool Street, 
stopping at Wimpole Street. 
Museum Street and St Mar¬ 
tin’s le Grand. 

The news that the Rost 
Office has been quietly bid¬ 
ding for the lottery licence 
when Camelot's contract ex¬ 
pires in 2001 has brought 
disbelief from the business 
world. With 193.000 employ¬ 
ees. the Post Office is second 
only to the National Health 
Service in the size of its 
workforce. In 1996-97, it was 
responsible for two-thirds of 
all time lost through disputes 
in the United Kingdom, a 
remarkable 810,900 days. 

Neville Bain, the new chair¬ 
man of the Post Office, sees as 
his mission the task of 
modernising the Post Office. 
Yesterday his already difficult 
task became harder when his 

. workforce elected Derek 
Hodgson as their union lead¬ 
er, a leftwinger with a man¬ 
date to resist privatisation. He 
supports, however, the Post 
Office's bid to run the lottery. 

Given its monopoly, the 
Post Office inevitably makes 
large profits. Last year it 
achieved a record of £577 mil¬ 
lion. helped by the increase in 
the cost of stamps. Yet despite 
its woeful industrial relations 
and antiquated working prac¬ 
tices. the Post Office remains 
popular with the public and 
Labour MPs. It was the first 
postal service in Europe to use 
an independent sampling ser¬ 
vice and proved that it meets 
its target of 90 per cent 
deliveiy on the next working 
day. 

Ministers have been told 

that the Post Office is consider¬ 
ing a joint bid to run the 
National Lottery with Little- 
woods pools. It is an attractive 
option for the Government 
The public likes the idea of a 
non-profit making lottery. 
Labour could portray the poli¬ 
cy as a lifeline for rural sub¬ 
post offices. 

On the shop floor, though, 
the mood of distrust between 
worker and manager is such 
that staff have already devel¬ 
oped a theory to explain why 
die Post Office wants the 
lottery. “New week they are 
banning us from leaving the 
building to buy lottery tickets 
in newsagents.” Mid one 
worker at Mount Pleasant 
“They are buying the lottery 
from Camelot so we won’t 
have to leave die building." 

Escape plots are rife at 
Mount Pleasant, a former 
prison. Managers do not 
know how many people are 
really working at any time 
because workers are forever 
vanishing to claim the unoffi¬ 
cial 10-minute rest they are 
due each hour, supposedly to 
use the lavatory. In feet, many 
are going for a “fag break", to 
buy a snack from the cafe over 
the road or. on Saturday 
nights, to buy lottery tickets. 
To stop this, managers are 
banning breaks unless people 
really go to the lavatory. They 
are also introducing electronic 
swipe cards and turnstiles. 

Then there are the strikes. 
The last one, a fortnight ago. 
lasted for 2b days. One postal 
worker claimed that the strike 
had followed the suspension, 
without pay. of two employees 
for allegedly being drunk. 

Yesterday Mr Hodgson 
began his first day as the 
leader of the Communication 
Workers* Union, its former 
general secretary. Alan John¬ 
son. left to become a Labour 
MP. A member of Labour's 
National Executive. Mr Hodg¬ 
son makes little secret of ms 
loathing for Peter Mandeison: 
“Read the article I have writ¬ 
ten in Tribune about spin 
doctors spinning out of 
control." 

When Mr Hodgson left 
school at 15. he began work as 
a telegram boy in die Post 
Office. At the end of his first 

UNION LEADER 

Bora: Cardiff 194L ■ 
First job? Telegram boy. 
Greatest achievement at 
work? Part erf foe union team • 
which outwitted . Michael 
Heseltwe to make it impossi¬ 
ble to privatise the Post 
Office: 
Does be know aiiytiiing 
about politics? Rattier. Her 
has been cm the Labour • 
Party's National 'Executive1, 
for years, andf was with John. 
Smith the night before he ' 
died. • --V 
How much does he earn?- 
£50.000 a year, frtiin-vthie." 
union. His otheribles.'oa the 

trade union bank and Post 
Office , pension -fund, are 
voluntary. 
How did be get the job? - 
Through the democratic 
mandate of the Communica¬ 
tion Workers’. Union, ex¬ 
pressed via ^ secret postal 
ballot yesterday. : .. 
Sport of choice: A boxer in 
his yotttb. he almbst Turned *• 
professional.- but, broke his 
leg in a motorcycle accident. •; 
He recovered sufficiently 
take. up rugby fas prop 
forward), football/ and 
horseriding. He frit off a 
horse and nowplays .... 

CHAIRMAN 

Bain: politically naive 

week, he went to collect his 
wages from the ex-regimental 
sergeant. He would not hand 
over the money until Mr 
Hodgson addressed him as 
“sir". When the youth refused, - 
the union was called in and 
forced the man to give the boy 
his wages. Mr Hodgson was 
immediately recruited as 
union representative for the 
telegram boys. One of his 
duties was to deliver dispatch 

boxes to the Cardiff MP 
George Thomas, wbo later 
became Speaker of the Com¬ 
mons and Lord Tonypandy. 
He encouraged the youth to 
become interested in Labour. 

Aged 14. Mr Hodgson held 
the schoolboy boxing record 
for the quickest knock-out. 
felling an opponent in 16 
seconds and five punches. A 
motorcycle accident at 19 
ruined his hopes of profession¬ 

al boxing and slightly short¬ 
ened one leg. Five years ago. 
he fell off a horse and broke 
the other leg which, because of 
the pins inserted, has been 
lengthened. One leg is now 
three quarters of an inch 
longer than the other. But it 
has not stopped him from 
squaring up to Dr Bain, who 
went to the same college. 
Otago University in Dunedin, 
New Zealand, as his nephew. 

Bora: Dunedin, New Zea¬ 
land, 1940.. 
First job? Trainee inspector; 
Inland Revenue. New 
Zealand. 
Greatest achievement.- -at 
work? Becoming a reaHife 
wniy Wonka: one of; the 
most powerful men in choco¬ 
late as martaging director of 
Cadbury Worldwide. .Rose 
through ranks after starting 
as COSt anmnnfarrt 

What does be earn? £80,000 
a year for a two-day week at 
the Post Office. Plenty mare 
from Iris other interests. 
How ffid be get the job? 

Mr Hodgson met the new* Post 
Office chief shortly after his 
appointment, and mid him: “ l 
have got my spies out to see if 
you had any indiscretions as a 
youth that I can use against 
you." 

A secret plan by Ian Lang, 
the former Trade and Industry 
Secretary, to franchise the Post 
Office if the Conservatives 
won foe election, has probably 
been scrapped by Labour. 

. Somebody had to do it He 
had tnne to spare in between 
his roles as chairman of 
Hogg Robinson, deputy 
chairman of SHL Group and 
non-executive director of 
Safeway and an investment 
trust Margaret Beckett ap¬ 
pointed hrrn from a small 
field of contenders to run the 
creaky, strike-ridden Post 
Office. . 
Does he know anything 
about politics? Not much. He 
admits it is the area where he 
is least experienced. 
Sport of chok^ Former rug¬ 
by Sank forward. ■ 

Selling 49 per cent is a serious 
option.' Mr Hodgson would 
fight that. 

Should Mr Hodgson and 
Dr Bain be allowed to run the 
lottery? At Mount Pleasant, 
the workers are not keen to 
trust either man with their 
weekly flutter. “Give it to 
Richard Branson,” said the 
conspiracy theorist . 
Additional reporting by 
Christine Buckley 1 - * 
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Spanish 
practices 
recall the 
Seventies 

By Dominic Kennedy 

The old-fashioned working 
practices at the Post Office 
which recall a nearly-lost age 
of industrial conflict include !T? 

Seniority: whoever has been 
there longest derides what job 't? 
they do. what shift they work j. 
and which holidays they get • „ 
Phantom overtime: delaying ■ - - ^ 
work until the weekend when ' 
the staff can claim a higher 
rate of pay because it is >• ' 
"overtime". 
Breaks: ten minutes an hour 
can be taken as a break. 
Night shift: permanent over¬ 
time. a perk reserved for the 
most senior workers. 
Double babble the basic 
weekly pay for a jshift of seven 
hours and 36 minutes is about 
E225. But most postmen earn 
half as much [ again. The 0, 
average is E319 j— made up of 
supplements, (regime pay¬ 
ments. shift premiums, allow¬ 
ances and Jivertime. By 
starting woTk five hours early 
or leaving fiv^ hours late, a 
postman can double his 
money because of the overtime 
rate. Work seten days a week 
and he or she/can make £600. 
Bonus: workers get various 
“bonuses” a right. But far 
from making them happy, this 
is another source of grievance 
because, as/ they complain, 
they cannot/get “overtime” on 
their bonuses. The staff are 
paid at aflat rate however 
many houis they work. 

i 
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Finger footballers tackle 
new kids on the block 

WITH almost two months to go 
before the official start of the World 
Cup. one of the biggest matches oF the 
tournament kicks off next week and 
looks set to be a. hard, bruising, 
commercial contest. 

The arena is the high street. The 
prize is to be the best-selling World 
Cup football game with the cash 
bonanza that brings. And die dash of 
styles could not be clearer. 

The reigning champion is 
Subbuteo, the game in which players 
flick little plastic men across a piece 
of carpet to hit an easily-squashed 
ball. The pretenders to the crown are 
the flashiest new computer games on 
the market, it is a tussle between the 
old and accomplished team adored 
by schoolboys, and the young blades 
hoping to dazzle with new tricks. 

It would appear, on the face of it. 
that the veteran Subbuteo team has 
had its day. Electronic computer 
games have improved beyond all 
recognition in the eight years since 
England were last in the World Cup 
finals, and football games are among 
the most popular in a multi-billion 
pound industry. 

A clutch of football games is being 
released to coinride with the tourna¬ 
ment. but there are two that are 
expected to score phenomenal suc¬ 
cess. These are World Cup 93, the 
official World Cup game that is 
under licence from Fifa (and which 
will be available for Nintendo. Sony 

Computer games are threat to Subbuteo’s 

traditional supremacy as the World Cup 

approaches, reports Damian Whitworth 

Hasbro’s World Cup double: Monopoly and Trivial Pursuit 

Playstation and personal computers), 
and Three Lions, the official England 
team game licensed by the Football 
Association and available for 
Playstation and personal computer. 

BMC Interactive, publisher of 
Three Lions, comes out of the tunnel 
first and unveils its product next 
week. Next month. Electronic Arts 
will enter the retail stadium with 
World Cup 98. The cost to these 
companies of licensing deals with 
Fifa and the Football Association are 
unknown, but both teams regard the 
price as the video games equivalent 
of transfer fees — high, but worth it if 

triumph can be assured- Dan Haus¬ 
er. associate producer of Three Lions, 
has the confidence of a manager with 
eleven fit Alan Shearers in his side. 
“There will be about eight football 
video games launching this year, but 
only two really count — ours and 
World Cup 98. You have to have a 
licensing deal to do really well. We 
are hoping to sell between 100,000 
and 300,000 copies ” 

Although football video games 
have always sold during internation¬ 
al tournaments, the market in 1998 is 
the biggest yet with two million Sony 
Playstations and 600.000 Nintendo 

N64 consoles in the UK alone. 
Electronic Arts expect to sell up to 
half a million copies of World Cup 98. 
at a typical price of £39.99,- providing 
revenues of almost E2Q million. 

But Hasbro, manufacturer of 
Subbuteo. should not be written off 
just yet The table-top game that 
coined the phrase “flick to kick” has 
a phenomenal . track record. More¬ 
over, although it experienced a slight 
loss of fonn in the Eighties, it is still a 
consistent performer. More than five 
million people worldwide are said to 
be players, and 300.000 games are 
sold each year. In Britain alone half a 
million teams are bought annually. 

Subbuteo World Cup. at E29.99, is 
Hasbro’s response to the opposition- 
It features the England, France and 
Brazil sides, the famous green pitch 
and balls and, most dramatically, 
two new players; a throw-in man 
and a comer kicker. The manufactur¬ 
er seems unfazed by the threat of the 
new kids at its heels: “Subbuteo has a 
world-wide reputation and the link 
up with the World Cup gives us a 
very strong team indeed" 

Hasbro hasn't stopped with its 
diminutive plastic men. A World 
Cup version of Monopoly and a 
World Cup edition of Trivial Pursuit 
completes what it boasts is a “hat- 
tridc." Whether or not three goals 
will be enough to win the World Cup 
is anyone's guess, but it should be a 
hell of a match. 

No beer tents 
for Chelsea, 

pleads Banks 
By John Good body, sports news correspondent 

TONY BANKS yesterday 
urged the Swedes to learn 
from past mistakes by not 
erecting cheap beer tents for 
visiting supporters or allow¬ 
ing any ticketless Chelsea fans 
free access to the final of the 
European Cup-Winners’ Cup 
on May 13. 
' The Minister for Sport and 
kmg-time Chelsea supporter 
also called on the football 
authorities to increase the 
provisional allocation of 9,000 
tickets to his fellow fans, who 
are eager to watch the dub in 
their first European final since 
1971. 

In 1989. the Swedes allowed 
ticketless followers into the 
37,000-capacity Rasunda Sta¬ 
dium in Stockholm to prevent 
further violence at a World 
Cup qualifying game. And, in 
1992, the Swedes initially 
adopted a “softly, softly" ap¬ 
proach to the European 
Championship by ignoring 
advice from the British Gov¬ 
ernment to deny drink to the 
England fans. Instead they 
put up a beer tent in the centre 
of Malmo. which became the 
focal point for an outbreak of 
hooliganism. 

Mr Banks said:“You cannot 

let people into a stadium 
without tickets. There can be 
no question of that happening 
again. I would be angry both 
as a Chelsea supporter and 
Sports Minister if that 
happened." 

The minister, who watched 
the semi-final triumph over 
Vicenza at Stamford Bridge on 
Thursday and is hoping to go 
to the final against Stuttgart 
emphasised that it “would not 
be a wise thing to put up beer 
tents" in Stockholm. 

However,, he added: “Stock¬ 
holm is not going to be 
invaded by barbarians. The 
Chelsea fans will be looking 
for a good time, not for trouble 
and we hope the Swedes will 
be hospitable." 

A Chelsea delegation flew to 
Stockholm yesterday to meet 
European football federation 
(UEFA) and local officials to 
finalise the ticket allocation. 
With Chelsea alone having 
18.000 season ticket-hdlders, 
Colin Hutchinson, the club’s 
managing director, said that 
“the Germans and Chelsea 
will certainly want every ticket 
possible". 
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VALERIE GROVE MEETS: HELENA KENNEDY, QC 

Pocket dynamo 
with 

world The day Helena Kennedy 
was introduced into the 
House of Lords was Guy 
Fawkes Day. which 

seemed a good joke in itself. Then, 
after she had done her hat-doffing 
and bowing out of the chamber, she 
was immediately kissed by two 
fellow Labour peers. Richard Rog¬ 
ers and Give Hollick. 

Thinking that it must be parr of 
the ritual. Baroness Kennedy of the 
Shaws. QC, proceeded to kiss every 
one of the astonished peers stand¬ 
ing in line to be introduced. “All 
these guys were quire amazed to be 
pounced on and kissed by me," she 
says, shrieking with laughter. 
made myself very popular. Even 
now, the ones who missed our ask 
me for their kiss. They find me very 
... disarming." 

Disarming is a good word for 
what Lady Kennedy, in her prime 
at 47. does. Her tiny, capable, 
determined figure confronts stuffy 
institutions and shakes them up. It 
was announced on Thursday that 
she is to be the first woman 
chairman of the British Council — 
that worthy body abour which we 
know little other than that it teaches 
English to ■ those unfortunate 
enough to live in foreign parts. 
Lady Kennedy herself once did so 
in Hamburg. 

Her appointment signals the 
council's wish to change its image. 
It had come to seem “like all British 
institutions I have come to know, 
such as the Inns of Court, rooted in 
a particular class of English men. 
Decent, fine and good folk, of 
course. But that stereotype of the 
paternalistic British is no longer 
representative of a world where 
there are women in senior posit¬ 
ions. not just chaps." 

She already occupies several 
chairs and is ChanceDor of Oxford 
Brookes University. Is she never 
daunted by taking cm extra work? 
“I don't do anything that I don't 
realty care about And I'm quite 
disciplined." As the third of four 
daughters of a printer on the Daily 
Record in Glasgow, she did her- 
homework on the kitchen table. “I 
learnt to shut off and get on.” 

Lady Kennedy zips through con¬ 
versation at a cracking speed in an 
ineradicable Scottish accent: 
straight-talking, unintimidating, 
unpompous. When her long brown 
curls are tied back, with her strong 
features and decided chin, she can 
resemble fierce portraits of those 
Victorian women who founded 
hospitals and colleges. Like her' 
capable forebears, she surmounts 
all obstacles. 

When she was finding it tough to 
find chambers, she set up her own 
in three tiny rooms with five other 
novice practitioners, and began 10 
specialise in defending long-suffer¬ 
ing wives and indefensible men. 
She took silk in I99J. unusual for a 
woman without an Oxbridge de¬ 
gree, more so for one from the 
Scottish working dass. Her book. 
Eve Was Framed, tackled the fact 

that while crime (le crime) is a 
masailine word, and the figure of 
Justice is female, the law in practice 
is still essentially male. 

Interviewed by the British Coun¬ 
cils largely male and Tory-leardng 
panel of interviewers — “1 talked 
fairly passionately” — she told 
them that what the council needed 
was strong advocacy, since its work 
was largely invisible to the public. 
For instance, she has worked with 
the council on strategies to educate 
women in the Third World. “As 
Madeleine Albright says, tine way 
to affect the developing world is by 
investing in women." Few know 
about such efforts. 

She told the panel she hoped the 
job would not make her fed she 
was “treading through treade”. 
“But I said the very fact of 
appointing me would reflect a 
different image of what the British 
Council is about. And they knew 
that I am not a Labour Party toe- 

the-liner and would fight any 
further cuts in the council’s govern¬ 
ment grant” 

She spoke recently at a library in 
Hampstead, northwest London, 
that is threatened with dosure and 
was to be picketed. Would a Labour 
peer walk through a Nalgo picket 
line? Well of course she would, how 
daft to tty to stop her speaking in 
support of libraries in the commun¬ 
ity. “J don't like political correct¬ 
ness. I doit believe in rigidity.” (In 
fact file picket stayed away.) 

The first time Lady Kennedy- 
hove into the public itye, in the mid 
1980s as moderator in a Granada 
TV hypothetical on surrogate moth¬ 
erhood. she was three months 
pregnant She knows all about the 
guilty dilemma of working mother¬ 
hood: she once had to take a breast 
pump with her while interviewing 
bishops for Heart of the Matter. 
Today, with three children under 15 
(all at local state schools) she 
manages by having an au pair to 
ferry the children, a daily who 
irons, and a husband, lain 
Hutchison, the cancer specialist 

Their house in Hampstead, for¬ 
merly the home of R.D. Laing, was 
the venue lasr May 1 for one of the 
big election night parties. (She will 
not be holding an anniversary 
party: she is engaged to speak at 
Maya Angelou'S 70th birthday.) 
Naturally, new Labour wanted her 
to fry for a safe seat and she did 
give it some thought “But I like the 

freedom I have, to pursue the 
things i care about which is very 
different from the shape and re¬ 
sponsibility of an MPs life. 1 still 
love the Bar with a passion. 1 can 
make pockets of time to write, or for 
public service in things 1 feel are 
important; like education. Educa¬ 
tion is the key to directly changing 
people's lives. It changed mine." 

Last summer, when she pro¬ 
duced the Kennedy Report on 
further education, she launched it 
with a long symposium in West¬ 
minster. then hared off to the Old 
Bailey (changing rapidly from 
white trouser suit into subfusc and 
wig) where the jury was delivering 
a guilty verdict on her client, an 
IRA bomber. People often ask how 
she can represent such people. The 
answer is she believes in the cab 
rank system, accepting whoever 
flags her down, and flings herself 
into the case, no matter how serious 
the allegations. Her current client 
is a Kurdish film-maker charged 
with drug dealing and money 
laundering. 

The Kennedy Report concentrat¬ 
ed on the “backlog of thwarted 
potential” of sub-literate, 
innumerate, barely educated and 
hard-to-employ who make up one- 
sixth of the workforce. The research 
took her to council estates full of 
demoralised men. “I came back on 
the train one day and my heart was 
heavy. How were we to deal with 
the white working dass who had 
expected to be riveters and steel¬ 
workers tike their fathers, and had 
never worked? The most testoster¬ 
one-filled men fond a college of 
further education daunting. Well 
have to be creative in finding a way 
of bringing men back in. Their 
womenfolk are like Educating 
Rita. I'd ask them, how does your 

. man fed about you going back to 
college? ‘He thinks I've gone to find 
a Woke.' they’d say. or. Tie lets me 
go as long as his dinner’s on the 
table’. 

“I’m lucky to be in a profession 
where we learn about new things 
all the time. 1 had a case about 
brain injury and discovered new 
tilings about neurology. It keeps 
one mentally agile. Most people 
don't have that good fortune. It's 
been proved that continuous learn¬ 
ing is as good for your self-esteem 
as regular sex." Typically, on the. evening 

we met she went straight 
from court to 
Birmingham, to speak in a 

memorial service for the play¬ 
wright David Edgars wife. Eve. 
Yesterday she went straight from 
court to Heathrow to fly to a law 
conference in Belfast, speaking on 
reforming the judiciary. You need 
not even ask whether she has time 
to fit in the British Council as well. 
Does she ever say no? Yes. She told 
Ruby Wax: 'There’s no way you're 
coming into ray home to look into 
my fridge or my underwear 
drawer.” 

Hearts of 
darkness 
in family 
history 

THEATRE 

Cottesloe: 

Our Lady 
of Sligo 

OTHER people have family al¬ 
bums and anecdotes. Only Sebas¬ 
tian Barry remembers his 
forebears by putting them in plays 
that simultaneously celebrate their 
lives and the Irish history through 
which they briefly passed. Great- 
grandparents. great-undes and. 
for all 1 know, grand-grand- 
greatcousins five times removed 
haunt work after work; but never 
more memorably than in Steward 
of Christendom, whose protago¬ 
nist was a relative mentally splint¬ 
ered by serving Britain as Dublin's 
first Catholic police chief. 

Barry’s new Our Lady of Sligo. 
again directed by Max Stafford- 
Clark for Out of Joint, has strong 
similarities. Mai O’Hara, his 
grandmother. Is also incarcerated 
with anguished thoughts, visitors 
from the past and opportunities 
for long monologues; but this time 
in a Dublin hospital, not a mad¬ 
house. She is dying of a liver 
cancer whose growth cannot have 
been slowed by chronic alcohol¬ 
ism. At times you fed disappoint¬ 
ment. anger and despair are 
killing her. Barry calls her “the 
darkest person I've written abour. 
and the play his darkest yet 

Thanks to a performance from 
Sinead Cusack that matches 
Dona! McCann's unforgettable 
Thomas Dunne in The Steward. 
that seems a fair daim. The piece 
remains pretty gruelling right up 
to an ending which is meant to be 
redemptive but despite a fiercely 
touching profession of love from 
Nigel Teny as Mai's embattled 
husband Jack, does not really feel 
so. Where Our Lady of Sligo 
falters is on the social and political 
side. Beside Dunne. Mai is of no 
great psycho-historical moment 

The introductory text is better 
than tiie play at making one 
understand that Mai and Jack 
were well-to-do Catholics — he a 
major in the British Army in the 
Second World War—as uneasy as 
any ascendant Protestant in De 
Valera’s nationalist island. But 
their prime problems were person¬ 
al He was always a heavy drinker 
and she hit the bottle after his 
debts forced her to sell her father's 
house and move to horrible Sligo. 
After the death of a son. probably 
due to her alcoholism, rancour 
destroyed a woman brimming 
with life and possibility. 

Lying in bed. tottering round her 
depressing room, then brightly 
hallucinating die past; Cusack 
makes us believe in the frustrated 
energy, the babyish nostalgia fora 
loving father, the scorn, the self¬ 
disgust. the bleak humour and, 
finally, a primal terror of death. It 
is a performance hawked up from 
the stomach, a testimony to the 
pain and power of Barry’s latest 
foray into family biography. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 
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Hit dealers 
where it 

hurts most 
The City must stop laundering _ 

drug money, says Jeffrey Robinson 

The answer to the war on 
drugs is not decriminai- 
isation. That keeps 

young people out of jail: but it 
doesn't keep drugs out of 
y^ung people. Nor can Britain 
win the war through educa¬ 
tion. Trying to scare a 15-year- 
old out of youthftjJ experimen¬ 
tation by threatening death — 
when no 15-year-old believes 
he or she is ever going to die— 
is akin to speaking in tongues. 

Sealing off borders doesn't 
diminish supply. If the Aya¬ 
tollah couldn't keep drugs out 
of Iran and the Chinese cant 
keep them off the streets of 
Beijing, what chance has Brit¬ 
ain? Borders are porous. The 
Americans proved this when, 
in 1992, a joint task force — 
comprising the Navy, Coast 
Guard Drug Enforcement 
Administration. Customs and 
FBI — electronically sealed off 
the Gulf of Mexico, the main 
entry point into the United 
States for drugs from Latin 
America. Every plane, boat, 
microlight, seagull and surf¬ 
board crossing the line was 
charted, plotted, stopped and 
inspected. One year and Slbil- 
lion later, the amount of drugs 
entering the country was 
unchanged. 

Nothing will change until 
the war on drugs becomes a 
war on the business 
of drugs. This ap¬ 
plies especially to 
Britain where a 
large part of the 
world's drug busi¬ 
ness is managed. 
Drug trafficking 
thrives on cashflow 
and reinvestment 
Street cash goes into 
the global banking 
system, spins around the 
world, moves in and out of 
shell companies and through 
secret banking jurisdictions, 
and is then repatriated, as 
legitimate profit As much as 
£300 billion is right now 
immersed in this money laun¬ 
dering cycle. 

By law, everyone is sup¬ 
posed to report suspicious 
cash transactions. It is Brit¬ 
ain’s frontline defence against 
money laundering — not 
because" it works, but because 
it’s the least expensive alterna¬ 
tive. Consequently, dishonest 
bankers wash dirty money 
through Britain while honest 
bankers frantically over-re¬ 
port Some 20.000 suspicious 
cash transaction reports were 
filed last year to the National 
Criminal Intelligence Service. 
As far as I am aware, NCIS 
has never midwifed a single 
successful prosecution for the 
laundering of international 
drug money. 

More than 50 jurisdictions 
around the world offer secret 
banking. At least as many also 
sell secret shell companies. 
And even if the shenanigans of 
the Channel Islands have fi¬ 
nally attracted the glare of the 
Inland Revenue, the Common¬ 
wealth Flag still flies over 
much of the offshore world, 
where Britain has, flagrantly, 
sold its sovereignty. 

Searching for a place to hide 
money is no more difficult 
than opening the London 
Yellow Pages to “Company 

The war on 

drugs must 
be a war on 

the business 

of drugs 

Registration Agents" — three 
pages — most of whom know 
how to connect you up with a 
secret banking jurisdiction, 
most of whom would sell you a 
shell company through which 
you could wash dirty money. 

Two months ago 1 phoned 
one of these agents and bla- 
tandy asked where 1 could 
hide money. The person on the 
phone suggested Niue. I asked 
“Where the hell is Niue?" But 
the person didn’t know. 

It turns out to be a Com¬ 
monwealth sandbar — popu¬ 
lation 2321 — in the middle of 
the Pacific Ocean, 348 miles 
southeast of Western Samoa. 
That the agents who sell 
companies don't know where 
the protective jurisdiction is. 
or that it has been put on the 
map by Panamanian lawyers 
acting for Colombian drug 
cartels, hardly matters. For the 
price of a phone call, and a 
$135 (£80) fee. you can buy a 
Niue-ian company from some¬ 
one in Central London and 
within 24 hours be funnelling 
drug money around the world. 

If you don't want to bother 
with places you cant pro¬ 
nounce, there is always the 
British Caribbean. The price 
of admission is higher, but you 
pay for convenience. The Cay¬ 
man Islands boasts one bank 
_ for every 57 citizens. 

Once you have 
got your company 
and bank account 
set up offshore, the 
City has plenty of 
bankers, lawyers, 
accountants and 
company formation 
agents only too 
pleased to help you 
to spend it here. 

There are no laws in this 
country which hold profes¬ 
sionals criminally responsible 
simply because they dont 
know the ultimate beneficial 
owner of the money behind a 
business. 

Pi 
kerhaps this is hardly 
surprising. These pro¬ 
fessionals make up a 

formidable special interest 
group. They would be adverse¬ 
ly affected by any draconian 
policy denying traffickers and 
their laundrymen secret bank¬ 
ing and the use of offshore 
shell companies. This, in turn, 
would adversely affect the 
City. So would coming down 
hard on non-bank financial 
institutions, beginning with 
Britain's largely unregulated 
bureaux de change. So would 
putting stockbrokers under a 
microscope, especially in the 
light of recent cases in the 
America where laundrymen 
purchased brokerages specifi¬ 
cally to wash drug money. 

The power to seize illegally 
accumulated assets is on die 
statute books, but hasn't been 
effectively wielded. Britain 
needs legislation which will 
put seized assets directly back 
into the war on drugs and not 
in a general Treasury fund- 
The laundrymen’s profits 
must be one of the main 
weapons used against them. 

The writer is author of The 
Laundrymen, published by 
Simon 8 Schuster. 

Detail of Chambers’s Somerset House by Jean-Louis Desprez. Chambers wept when the old building was demolished, but his design equalled its beauty 

Monumental snubs 
Spending money on demolishing 

ugly buildings is just as important 

as preserving the beautiful 

Oto have been a Romantic 
“I never saw an ugly thing 
in my life," cried John 
Constable “Show me any 

object." he said, “and light, shade and 
perspective will always make it 
beautiful." But then Constable was 
never dumped from the 930 Eurostar 
express on to the backside of Eliza¬ 
beth House in Waterloo. The scene 
would have tested his sensibility to 
destruction. Nothing in Anglo- 
French relations is so monumental a 
snub as this sight Elizabeth House, 
an empty Seventies slab owned by 
P&O, blocks the European gateway 
to London. It is an outrage, ft is 
empty and should be demolished. 

You will not have heard of Eliza¬ 
beth House. Its offence is crude but 
casual, one more slap across the city’s 
face by a distant corporation. There 
are so many such slaps that we cease 
to notice. We walk about with a 
hypodermic jammed in our arms, to 
anaesthetise the ugliness. Yet occa¬ 
sionally the anaesthetic wears off. 
This week a Labour MP, Bany 
Sheerman, picked up that old chest¬ 
nut, “buildings l would like to 
demolish", ana fashioned it into a 
soundbite. Ever since. Mr Sheerman, 
die Radio 4 Today programme and 
The Times have been inundated with 
suggestions. The public, briefly em¬ 
powered, screamed its rage. Here is 
our list, it said. Get demolishing 
before the millennium. 

There were the old favourites: 
London's Elephant and Castle, St 
Paul’s Precinct, Mill bank Tower, the 
Hayward Gallery, the Tower Hotel. 
Birmingham's Bull Ring and New 
Street Station, Manchester's Piccadil¬ 
ly Hotel. Newcastle's Eldon Square. 
There were the pet hates: the Barbi¬ 
can, Canary Wharf, the National 
Theatre. Then there were the dull 
aches, the high-rise estates, cheap 
hotels, dreary shopping centres and 
office blocks that were the chief 
contribution of the Seventies to 
Western civilisation. They would 
none of them be missed. 

My preference is for removing the 
dull aches. There was a plan, 
probably long forgotten, for restoring 
Newcastle’s once magnificent skyline 
by removing the six high-rise office 
blocks that so disfigure it The city 
calculated that to demolish and 
rebuild them low-rise would cost 
under E10 million more than the cost 
of refurbishment. Yet they still stand, 
megaliths blocking every Georgian 
vista, crushing every perspective. 

Equally offensive is the single Mock 
that lowers aver the old quayside in 
Bristol, or the Norwich Union hulk in 
Norwich, or the Seifert hotels round 
Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens. 

'Government can preserve a hundred 
“listed buildings” in these neighbour¬ 
hoods. The gain is worth little unless 
we also remove the eyesores. 

We are paralysed from going down 
this path by a horror of disrespecting 
some unsung Michelangelo. We as¬ 
sume that a living artist must have 
created the Tower Hotel, the Bull 
Ring or the Amdale Centre, a 
craftsman who once delighted in 
Venice, admired Rubens, smelt a rose 
in an English garden. Who are we to 
destroy their handi¬ 
work? Later ages 
may find them 
beautiful 

When Sir Wil¬ 
liam Chambers was 
preparing to demol¬ 
ish old Somerset 
House in 1776, he 
took a party of Roy¬ 
al Academicians 
round the building 
to see the work of his predecessor 
John Webb. He lectured them cm the 
quality of Webb’S work, the propor¬ 
tions, the plasterwork. the carved 
ornament The following day, he 
said, all that would be destroyed, and 
he shed a tear. Today we would 
demand that Chambers build Somer¬ 
set House elsewhere. But at least he 
acknowledged the challenge to re¬ 
place with equal quality what he was 
destroying. So he did. 

The same Crown patronage that 
commissioned Somerset House in the 
1770s commissioned the Environ¬ 
ment Department's old Marsham 
Street towers in the 1970s. I surely do 
not stretch language to say that 
Somerset House is beautiful and 
Marsham Street ugly. Praise be, 
Marsham Street is now being demol¬ 
ished and a less obtrusive block 
erected in its place. But 1 doubt that 
there will be an architects’ tour of the 
old building, to marvel at its rhyth¬ 
mic fenestration, gasp at the cantile¬ 
vers and run loving hands over the 

exquisite lift shafts. They are going, 
and good riddance. 

Architecture is not a private prac¬ 
tice. It is conducted by consenting 
adults in public but is inflicted on 
millions. Yet we fed the same tim¬ 
idity in handling it as towards, for 
instance, the Royal Academy's Sensa¬ 
tion show last autumn. Fearing 
abuse as neophobes, we are told to 
suspend judgment in the cause of 
novelty. Sensation was a passing 
conceit, a freak show for the gullible. 
Besides, ugly art can be put in a cup¬ 
board- Ugly buildings are round us 
all foe time- They desensitise and 
drive public taste into the arms of 
modt Tudor, fake Georgian, any¬ 

thing with frills. 
There is no arro¬ 
gance like the archi¬ 
tect’s. He daims the 
protection of his 
aphorisms: archi¬ 
tecture as frozen 
music, architecture 
striving after eterni¬ 
ty, architecture as 
foe art of wasting 
space. 

The buildings erected in Britain 
from foe mid-Sixties to foe eariy- 
Eighties were almost universally 
bad. They were bad not because their 
architects were bad but because the 
regulators were bad. They capitulat¬ 
ed to planning gigantism, greed and 
political ambition. Gigantism 
wrenched the heart out of Liverpool, 
Birmingham and Glasgow. Greed 
shoehomed every office and flat 
development into a mass-produced, 
low-cost box. Politics gave us the 
Home Office, the Mayfair Hilton, 
Knightsbridge Barracks, Euston sta¬ 
tion and a dozen hideous hospitals. 

The Royal Institute of British 
Architects struggled to portray this 
period as one of Corbusian vision, of 
Miesian minimalism, of Modernist 
abstraction. The institute showered 
awards on terrible buildings, to 
launder the reputations of its senior 
members. Buildings were crudely 
designed to the requirements of 
quantity surveyors for maximum 
space at minimum cost They may 

have served a purpose, as does a 
garden shed. But to ask the public to 
respect them, let alone as art. is 
ludicrous. If we do not demolish 
them, their going must await a nobler 
age. But the cost of removing foe ugly 
is every bit as worthwhile as the cost 
of preserving the beautiful. If we 
cannot find a way of agreeing one 
from foe other, more fool us. 

The key to winning the confidence 
to demolish is to know how these 
blocks came to be erected. Many 
works in the Sixties and Seventies 
were the result of cynical decisions by 
public officials who knew nobody 
would hold them accountable. This 
explains the Defence Ministry estates 
that blot foe countryside, or the 
spurious “planning gain" that wot 
speculators foe freedom to crowd foe 
West London horizon with rectangu¬ 
lar towers. These matters are better 
ordered today. The new Health 
Ministry in Whitehall, foe Queen 
Elizabeth II Conference Centre, the 
MI6 palace in Vauxhail all display 
some architectural personality, as do 
even such bureaucratic monsters as 
the VAT office in Liverpool and the 
NHS headquarters in Leeds. 

The Seventies were thus a peculiar 
disaster. Cleansing the dries of their 
worst excrescences is not a matter of 
money. Money is subordinate to 
planning. Planners need confidence 
to demand the removal of eyesores as 
a precondition of further develop¬ 
ment. Thar confidence will come only 
from publicoutrage. A list of “uglies" 
whose removal is a planning impera¬ 
tive should be added to the govern¬ 
ment list of buildings for 
preservation. The French have such 
lists. Why not us? In Central London the opposite 

is happening. The ugliest point 
and slab blocks of foe 1960s and 
1970s, often in defiance of 

zoning rules, are now due for 
refurbishment. Yet one after another 
is being reclad instead of being 
demolished. They are being reclad 
along the Euston and Maryiebone 
roads, in St Martin's Lane. Stag Place 
and on foe southern approaches to 
the Thames. This is happening 
because public opinion is weak, 
because foe architectural profession 
is defensive and because, in London, i 
nobody is in charge. And Elizabeth i 
House is still there. 

The French arriving at Waterloo 
ceui hoot with derision at foe philis¬ 
tine British. For once they are right 

Simon 
Jenkins 

Galled 
by the 
French 

Anielica Goodden 

on grudges that 

cross the Channel 

Wilh the World Cup ap¬ 
proaching. and traditional 
sporting rivalries height¬ 

ened. perhaps we should ask our¬ 
selves why foe French hate the 
English so much. 

After ail. we protected them during 
times of religious persecution: half a 
million Protestant Huguenots fled 
Catholic France in foe late 17th 
century and many ended up in 
England. We sheltered them during 
the Revolution, despite foe fact that 
we were fighting their homeland; and 
we even gave them the facilities to 
enjoy that favourite French pastime 
— tax avoidance — though their 
Government is now telling us not to. 
We liberated them. And we gave 
them (and foe world) football, for 
which they are proposing to thank us 
in foe very Gallic way of biting the 
hand foal fed them. (True, they have 
always mocked our cuisine.) 

Historically, we have treated foe 
French with dizzying generosity. 
Sometimes we have benefited from it 
foe Huguenot weavers modernised 
our textile industries just as British 
designers are apparently now 
modernising Paris fashions. At other 
times our bounty seems to have been 
purely disinterested, even counter to 
foe national interest: why did we pay 
the Catholic priests escaping in the 
French Revolution so handsomely, 
for instance, when all they did was 
preach alien doctrines, engage in 
useless activities such as making 
straw hats and artificial flowers, 
teach their abhorred language to foe 
monoglot British, and live in large 
grace-and-favour homes dotted 
throughout foe English countryside? 

The nation to whom we gave 
football ar some point, presumably 
gave us lacrosse, which is no ex- 

i change. Admittedly, they also gave us 
French cooking and, to an extent, 
French fashion. They -gave us more 
frippery and foppishness than we 
really wanted: lacemaking and de¬ 
signer cobbling were one thing, but 
ridiculous bonnets and coiffeurs were 
another. When they-failed to make 
much money they blamed foe crude¬ 
ness of foe English taste; and foe 
English responded handsomely, pay¬ 
ing them a shilling a day to live on. 
Some, predictably enough, were too 
proud to accept: Chateaubriand pre¬ 
ferred to starve, diewing rags in a 
Maryiebone attic and devouring 
food-shop displays with his eyes. 
Decades later he returned to England 
as a grand ambassador and gave 
splendid French banquets. Was this 
simply an attempt at atonement? 

We have always been masochistic 
about FVance and the French. Paris 
remains our favourite romantic 
weekend destination, despite foe 
appalling rudeness of Parisians 
(though we are told, on no particular 
authority, that this has lessened over 
foe past 20 years). But although it is 
far cheaper to travel by Eurostar 
from Paris to London than London to 
Paris, when foe French do arrive in 
our capita] they head straight For 
Scotland. What have we done? The 
Auld Alliance began in 1295, and 
there is no obvious reason for it to 
continue: with foe Reformation Scot¬ 
land became Protestant and the Auld 
Enemy. England, receded. But three 
centuries of co-operation against foe 
English have left their mark. 

Is it worth protesting? We do our 
best: a recent survey showed that foe 
English bracket foe French together 
with garden gnomes and fluffy dice 
as the three things they hate most in 
foe world. 

The author is fellow and tutor at St 
Hilda's College. Oxford. 

Light relief 
M R BEAN is going to All Souls. The Oxford college, an august nursery for 
statesmen and grandes pensies. can now call^on foe talents of Rowan 
Atkinson, the reclusive rubber-faced millionairejresponsible for both Bean 
and Blackadder. The comedian has been pootling up to lecture on foe 
nature of humour in the Old Library — the first time he has spoken in 
public about his “life, motivations 
and work". The laughter master¬ 
class was “disadverused” — an 
oblique way of saying uncouth 
elements were not notified. “We did 
not want to be inundated." explains 
Dr John Bailey, the bursar. Atkin¬ 
son. who studied “electrical engi¬ 
neering" at foe university in foe 
Seventies, complained that he has 
to be witty on demand: "I am only 
funny when I'm paid to be," he told Alan Clark declared: “He didn’t 
the gowns. Oddly he said sparkle, was disappointing" — did 
Blackadder, “the careworn cynic not deter dons from dining with 
who just pours scorn on anyone, him at High Table. “He is always 
especially Baldrick”. was easier to welcome," says one port-passer, 
play than the “complex" Bean. John Redwood, a former AC Souls 
whose “self-serving, vindictive, an- chap, and something of a comedian 
ardlist” traits appealed to him. himself, said: “I am delighted the 
Atkinson's off-camera persona — college has a sense of humour." 

• THE finest minds of the next 
millennium at Oxford University 
have created an internet Website 
entitled the Snogsheei Index, in 
which they list their conquests. The 
entry “Alan Duncan has snogged 
Olivia Somebody" suggests the 
system is open to abuse. 

Boxing stupid 
CHRIS SMITH in security blun¬ 
der. Or so my colleagues on foe 
small prints might fashion my sto¬ 
ry. The Culture Secretary popped 
along to foe National Theatre on 
Thursday to take in Peter Pan, star¬ 
ring that other delicate aesthete. Sir 
Ian McKellen. So keen was he to 
catch the start of the performance 
that he dumped his ministerial red 
box in the public cloakroom. An 
aide confirms: "Yes, Chris did leave 
his box. He felt it was the safest 
place." But did he realise that foe 
cupboard was left unguarded dur¬ 
ing the interval? 

• CHER/E BOOTH will be up ear¬ 
ly next Sunday to join runners for 
the London Marathon. She will 
press the start bulton for the hotly 
contested wheelchair race — whose 
competitors make it to the Palace 
long before the runners do. 

Family feuds 
WARNING. Anna Pasternak, au¬ 
thor of A Princess In Love, is to 
burst into print again. Just as her 
account of foe romance between 
Diana, Princess of Wales, and 
James Hewitt drew on reality, this 

DIARY 
JASPER GERARD 

work might seem a shade familiar 
to Lord Palumbo and his estranged 
son, Jamie. A couple of years ago 
she started writing The Feud. It fea¬ 
tured an Italian immigrant who 
makes a bundle in property, mar¬ 
ries well, and is garlanded, but falls 
out with his son. It never appeared 
after her friend Jamie expressed 

qualms. But now Pasternak (pic¬ 
tured). great-niece of Boris, is dy¬ 
ing again with More Than Money 
Can Buy. a pacey yarn about “a 
man who follows his instincts", 
amasses wealth and founds a dy¬ 
nasty. “It's a family saga," she tells 
me brightly, "about foe fact that 
money and success dont really hit 
the spot." Perhaps as foe Palumbos 
have found. Now Pasternak has 
helpfully made foe family Greek. 

• PRINCE EDWARD'S girlfriend 
is dabbling in treason. In the great 
vacuum-cleaning war, the delight- 
Jul Sophie Rhys-Jones has sided 
with Germany against the plucky 
British outfit. Dyson. Sophie is 
sprinkling her PR fairy-dust over 
the Germans'Miete. I trust she will 
not take her campaign home to 
Buckingham Palace. 

Poetic licence 
ONLY for those with strong livers. 
The meanderings of Dylan Thom¬ 
as are to be turned into a literary 
trail by that touristic hotspor. 
Swansea. The council has applied 
for a £500,000 Elf bung to turn the 
poet's birthplace, drinking haunts 
and foe shed in Laughame where 
he composed his magical works, 
into an international attraction. 
“There is a lot of interest in Japan 
and America- We have hired con¬ 
sultants to look at Dublin’s James 
Joyce trail,” says a boyo. Might it 
not become a pub-crawl? “Thomas 
did a lot of drinking in a lot of 
places." Dear Thomas had views 
on the birthplace of his fathers: 
“My fathers can have it." 
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Losses and gains from misunderstanding Diana 

Yesterday we reported on an essay which 
took to task the whole country for its 
overreaction to the death of the Princess of 
Wales. The days before the funeral were 
dominated, according to the philosopher 
author, by “the culture of caring, of niceness 
of the people”. It was the week in which 
“irrationalism and the paramount need to 
confess and express one’s feelings somehow 
came to a head". And Professor O’Hear 
hated it all. 

He and the fellow authors of Faking It: 
The seniimentahsation of modem society 
are angry. Their book constitutes a broad 
assault on contemporary society, its alleged 
lack of rigour and reason, its love of unreas¬ 
on and sentiment. According to one of its 
editors, Digby Anderson, “a new ingredient 
is dominating modem politics and cultures". 
According to O’Hear. Britain post-Diana is 
another country. We have ail experienced “a 
defining moment in our history". 

It must be wondered what country the 
professor was living in before the death of 
the Princess or how far back in history he 
was thinking. According to Dr Anderson, 
the funeral was “sentimentality personified 
and canonised”. Is that supposed to repre¬ 
sent a novelty? The Princess, herself, is cast¬ 
igated for childlike, self-centered, self-indul¬ 
gent and decadent qualities. Even if that 
were fair, is that supposed to be new too? 

Philosophy professors are paid to espouse 
the cause of reason. And if they also choose 
to espouse the cause of last-ditch conser¬ 
vatism, the kind that ignores the contours of 
the country rather than adjusting itself to 
their changes, that is their choice. But a 
cultural historian has to have some sense of 
the patterns that make up a culture, the 
emotions that move people as well as the 
reasons that may seem to do so. 

Earlier this century there were prominent 
critics who rejected Greek sculpture because 
it was too rational. They were rapidly 
followed by those who examined the forces 

behind the creation of the Parthenon and 
found them teeming with superstitions, 
semi-religions and emotional mush. Even¬ 
tually a balance was found. It is foolish to see 
the funeral of Diana as though it were a 
turning point into a new and unenlightened 
age. It was an event that exposed for a while 
softer, more feminine and informal forces, 
as other events have done before. It will be 
countered by opposite forces. It is a feeble 
hook to hang any broader conservative 
angst about the success of Tony Blair’s spin- 
doctors, the appeal of alternative medicine 
and the failures of 1960s educational theory. 

On the morning after her death, we wrote 
here under the headline “A Modem Mir¬ 
ror". The funeral week took us far beyond 
the life of the Princess herself. Many 
millions were quick to see themselves as part 
reflections of her face. But the reflection 
presented by Dr Anderson and Professor 
O’Hear is a peculiarly distorted one. It offers 
a grotesque caricature of her life and 
misconstruction of reaction to her death. It 
marginalises that about the Princess which 
the professor concedes, in passing, was 
“genuine and positive”. It demeans a public 
response that, while tumultuous and un¬ 
controlled, was. as the professor acknowl¬ 
edges. “not insincere or superficial". It vastly 
exaggerates both the extent to which the 
funeral encapsulated wider social forces and 
its subsequent impact on the country. 

The sales of this book will doubtless be 
increased by the seven pages of senior- 
common-room bile. But the wider conten¬ 
tion will be smothered. The text contains 
some fierce criticism of fads in education, 
environmentalism and medicine — too 
much therapy in society and too little 
discipline. Many will agree. The Princess of 
Wales, in life and death, was swept up in 
these trends. She was temporarily the glass 
through which some of them could be seen, 
magnified and, maybe even, as the authors 
wish, more easily reversed. 

DIEHARDS IN THE SCRUM 

South Africa’s row over rugby could threaten its legal system 

A High Court judgment thar humiliates 
President Mandela looks certain to lead to a 
confrontation between the largely white 
South African judiciary and the blade 
majority Government Judge William de 
Villiers's ruling setting aside a commission 
of inquiry into the affairs of the country’s 
rugby union is a personal rebuff to Mr 
Mandela, who went to court to press for an 
inquiry into what he maintains is an 
atmosphere of racism in the sport The 
President has said he will abide by the 
ruling, but the anger of his supporters is 
clear. That anger has already been fuelled 
by former President Botha’S refusal to testify 
before the Truth and Reconciliation Com¬ 
mission and his determination to use the 
legal system as a platform to rally white 
support around his diehard views. 

To all South Africans, white and black, 
sport is virtually a religion. Mr Mandela 
knows that nothing is so symbolic of the 
post-apartheid era as the sight of a South 
African team playing abroad For him. it is 
vitally important that rugby- a sport in 
which South Africa was gloriously trium¬ 
phant in the 1995 World Cup, reflects the 
attempt to end racial divisions. His determ¬ 
ination is reinforced by the benighted 
attitude of Louis LuyL the head of the South 
African Rugby Football Union, whose 
defiance has taken on racial overtones. The 
judge gave no reason for his refusal to hold 
an inquiry; but it is noted that it was he who 
opposed the admittance of black lawyers to 
the Pretoria Bar 13 years ago. 

The confrontation is wholly unnecessary. 
Racism is not the reason why only white 
players represent South Africa on the rugby 
field The fact which activists ignore, is that 

no black players qualify for the team. Soccer, 
not rugby, is the sport of the townships. To 
insist on fielding weak black players in inter¬ 
national championships would lead to an ex¬ 
plosion of white resentment at the ANC Gov¬ 
ernment. Others sports in South Africa have 
come to terms with multiratialism far more 
tactfully. Was it above the wit of Mr Luyt to 
find ways to bring blacks into the game 
without compromising his team’s chances? 

Any inflaming of racial resentment risks 
strengthening the intense suspicion in ANC 
circles of three bodies, largely white, over 
which it has little influence. The Govern¬ 
ment knows that the country cannot alienate 
white-dominated business if South Africa is 
not to suffer white flight on a massive scale. 
But the party retains an almost Soviet view 
of the danger posed to its authority by 
unofficial associations. This paranoia was 
increased by the murky warnings by 
General Georg Meiring, head of the 
National Defence Force until his recent 
resignation, that disaffected senior black 
officers were planning a coup. The dismissal 
of these reports has in turn rebounded on the 
white officers whom the ANC suspects of 
fomenting trouble and whom it would like to 
remove. 

The independence and transparency of the 
South African judiciary has been one of the 
vital factors for stability in the new South 
Africa. But there are many in the ANC who 
do not see this. They see. instead, a colonial 
institution with a colonial mentality, pulling 
in the opposite direction from the Govern¬ 
ment. Any attempt to encroach on the courts’ 
independence would be disastrous. All the 
more foolish, therefore, for Judge de Villiers 
to dismiss the rugby inquiry so abruptly. 

PUPILS FOR POWER 
The Oxford Union v the student union 

The playground of power has sometimes 
appeared to outsiders as a nursery of 
privilege. The Gothic grandeur of its 
buildings, mannered style of some speakers 
and the pride in Presidents who have gone 
on to great things have all combined to make 
the Oxford Union the Derry Irvine of 
student societies. No one can deny that it’s 
clever and impressive, but does it really have 
to lord it so? The 175th anniversary of the 
Society, marked by a gala dinner last night 
stuffed with stars from Heath to Hague, 
only serves to emphasise to the rest of the 
world the high opinion the Union entertains 
of itself. It is an opinion, however, increas¬ 
ingly open to challenge. . 

The Prime Minister went to the Union 
only once while he was at Oxford, and that 
was to please his girlfriend. A Government 
that sends its Chancellor in a lounge suit to 
the Lord Mayor’s Banquet is not likely to 
approve of undergraduates in evening dress 
imagining that the future belongs to mem. 
As we report in our news pages, presidency 
of the National Union of Students is a surer 
route to office in Blair’s Britain than 
possession of a fading white tie and an 
elegant way with the putdown. But while me 
NUS may be the playground of choice for 
those who aspire to power, there are virtues 
which the Oxford Union embodies which 
deserve celebration now more than ever. 

The NUS may produce politicians skiiiea 
in the arts of the committee and the caucus, 
adept at negotiating insurance concessions. 

but its alumni are primarily machine men 
and women. Politics needs wire-pullers and 
fixers, the Whips’-Office and Parliamentary 
Under-Secretaryships require little else. But 
there must be more to politics than 
maintaining the machine. Statesmanship 
resides in giving the machine direction and 
defending the unpopular thought before the 
unthinking crowd. 

This Government is inclined to treat 
Parliament with less respect than it should, 
to regard aggressive cross-examination at 
Question Time as an impertinence, and 
debate as a luxury. Such anxiety to do rather 
than say is a consequence of laudable 
reforming ambition, but the Government 
should not forget the importance of Par¬ 
liament as. literally, a talking-shop. Ideas 
should be tested not by their impact on a 
focus group but their durability in debate. 

The Oxford Union, for all its faults, 
teaches its members that the mark of a 
civilised mind is the capacity to use both 
reason and melody to win assent to a 
proposal, and the civilised man would 
rather lose in that arena than get his way by 
grubbier means. The style of debate fa¬ 
voured by generations of Union debaters 
may not have the brisk assurance of the 
modem soundbite. But it pays its audience 
the compliment of assuming that they 
appreciate the music of language as well as 
its meaning. The graduates of the play¬ 
ground recognise that a delight in debate is 

the mark of the mature. 

Diana’s role and 
our ‘fake’ society 
From Mr John Morrison 

Sir, Professor Anthony O’Hear is 
quite right to try and make sense of 
the phenomenal events following the 
death of Diana, Princess of Wales 
(report, April 17). Perhaps the most 
significant pan of his study is the 
examination and accurate expose of 
the condition of our society, some¬ 
thing which is long overdue. 

The media in general may choose to 
castigate him for his objective study, 
but many people. I for one, are of the 
opinion that the very same media 
delved into and exposed Diana’s pri¬ 
vate life mercilessly and their continu¬ 
al scandaimongering played no smalt 
part in eventually destroying her. 

Perversely, having destroyed her, 
the same media now seek to make an 
icon of her and even an occasions sug¬ 
gest elevating her to the status of 
sainthood. 

Yours sincerely. 
J. W. MORRISON, 
146 Southmead, 
Chippenham. Wiltshire SN14 OSB. 
April 17. 

From Mr George Thomas 

Sir. In my view much of the grief at 
Diana's funeral was for the defeat of 
openness (albeit often involuntary) 
and courage by our "fake insti¬ 
tutions". 

We contrasted the qualities of the 
Princess against those of the rigidly 
righteous family she married into, ex¬ 
posed most unpleasantly in its treat¬ 
ment of her personally, and we had no 
doubt where our sympathy, yes 
sympathy, lay. 

Yours faithfully, 
GEORGE THOMAS. 
17 Campden Hill Square, WS 7JY. 
April 17. 

From Mrs Jennifer Miller 

Sir, How can Anthony Holden claim, 
as you report today, that Princess 
Diana was rejected by the monarchy a 
year before her death? 

After her divorce. Buckingham 
Palace issued a press release, an¬ 
nouncing that the Princess of Wales 
would still "be regarded by the Queen 
and the Prince of Wales as being a 
member of the Royal Family" and 
would receive invitations to state and 
national public occasions, when she 
would be accorded her former prece¬ 
dence (report, July 13.19%). 

With the Queen's agreement, the 
Princess would continue to five in 
Kensington Palace and be allowed to 
use the state apartments in St James's 
Palace for entertaining. 

There is no reason to suppose that 
this clearly stated policy was not ad¬ 
hered to, forming part of her extreme¬ 
ly generous financial settlement from 
the Crown, and she was evidently offi¬ 
cially held to be a member of the Roy¬ 
al Family, despite misleading reports. 

Yours faithfully, 
JENNIFER MILLER, 
2 Heath view Gardens, SW15 3SZ. 
April 17. 

From Mr James K, Prentice 

Sir. Bravo! Somebody sensible has 
said it at last and out loud. Many who 
are "entitled to their opinions” share 
Professor O'Hears view of the lady. 

The idolatry has gone too far. J 
salute the professor. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES PRENTICE. 
312 Willoughby House, 
Barbican, ECZY 8BL. 
April 17. 

Maps of old London 
From Mr Peter Barber 

Sir. The “map" to which Mr John 
Freeman refers (letter, April 8) is in 
fact a modem redrawing of Wijn- 
gaerde’s panoramic drawn view of 
London, dating from 1543-44, now in 
the Ashmolean Museum. Oxford. 

The newly discovered copperplate 
referred to in your report (March 30) 
belongs to the earliest detailed printed 
map of London of which anything 
(and even then no printed impression) 
survives. This “copperplate" map 
probably dates from the mid-]550s. 

The map in Mr Freeman’s 1908 
book, traditionally (but wrongly) 
ascribed to Agas and dated to 1560, is 
generally agreed to be a woodcut map 
that was copied from the “copper¬ 
plate" map. 

In fact, as I argued in 1995 in The 
London Topographical Record (vol 
27}. there is evidence for a much 
earlier, bird’s-eye map of London 
viewed up-river from just east of the 
Tower of London. This probably 
dared from the late 15th century and 
may have been engraved on copper, 
perhaps in Italy, in 1497. An idea of its 
appearance can be gained from a 
couple of later maps, and particularly 
from Cotton MS Augustus Lii.64, now 
in the British Library, that was pre¬ 
pared for Henry VIII in 1539. 

Unfortunately, however, no exam¬ 
ple of that map nor its copperplate is 
known, and so the “copperplate" maP 
of the 15505 remains the earliest sur¬ 
viving map of London. 

People following Dr Thuriey^s ad¬ 
vice to look at the backs of their paint¬ 
ings on copper now have two London 
maps to look out for. 

Yours faithfully, 
PETER BARBER 
(Deputy Map Librarian). 
The British Library. 
Great Russell Street, WCIB 3DG. 
peter.barber@mail. bl.uk 
Aprils. 

Blair’s agenda for Middle East tour 
From Mr Oliver Miles 

Sir. Your leading article of April 16 
rimo ihe minefield") on the Prime 
Minister's forthcoming tour of the 
Middle East argues that the Arab- 
Israeli conflict has probably only 
captured the headlines as an issue on 
his agenda because of Mr Robin 
Cook’s recent tour of the region, and 
the difficulties he faced in Israel. You 
suggest that Mr Blair may find this 
dement “a surprisingly amicable 
exercise". 

The fact is that the Arab-Israeli 
issue has caused five major wars in 
the area in the last 50 years, and has 
been the principal cause of the aliena¬ 
tion of the Arab and Islamic worlds 
from America, Europe and what is 
called “the West". In this sense this 
question and others to which you refer 
— democracy and freedom in the Arab 
states, and the friction between secu¬ 
lar and theological factions — are, as 
you rightly say, interconnected. 

A real peace process was launched 
in Oslo in 1993. but it has been 
neglected and frustrated. The Egyp¬ 
tian Foreign Minister is reported to 
have said a couple of days ago that if 
no further Israeli troop withdrawals 
take place before a deadline in mid- 
June. the peace process is dead. In this 
Egypt is without doubt speaking for 
the mainstream Arab countries. 

Britain, of course, was intimately 

involved in the stoiy from the begin¬ 
ning, and British and European inter¬ 
ests are still at stake. This is no less 
true because both we and the other 
Europeans have found it convenient 
to leave the lead role to America, 
whose interests are in truth nor so 
heavily involved as our own. 

If Mr Blair were to avoid contro¬ 
versy and treat his discussions of this 
issue as “an amicable exercise” he 
would betray the interests both of 
Britain and of Europe. 

So it is good news that far from 
adopting such a supine position, Mr 
Blair is quoted in an extensive 
interview given to the Egyptian Al 
Ah ram in preparation for his tour as 
saying: 
We are deeply concerned that the spirit of 
Madrid and Oslo has evaporated and that 
the premise of those agreements has not 
been fulfilled. When I visit the region this 
week J will be doing so not just as the Brit¬ 
ish Prime Minister'but as the President of 
the European Union, with Europe equally 
concerned that we hare to get this process 
going again. We need to "kick start” the 
process. 

The Prime Minister deserves your 
support. 

Yours. 
OLIVER MILES 
(Ambassador to Greece. 199396). 
2 Belbroughton Road, 
Oxford 0X2 6UZ. 
April 17. 

PR in town halls 
From Councillor Sir Jeremy Beecham 

Sir, To read Peter Riddell’s column. 
“Only PR will sort out town hall 
trouble” (April 8), one would not 
imagine that the most scandalous 
abuse of local government power 
occurred not in a Labour town hall 
but in Westminster City Council 
under the leadership of Dame Shirley 
Porter. 

Ethical lapses, though fortunately 
rare, are intolerable and are not con¬ 
fined to any one political party or type 
of authority. That is why the local gov¬ 
ernment world will welcome the Gov¬ 
ernment’s new proposals on ethics 

. and cooperate folly in implementing 
them. 

But whilst the highest standards of 
probity are a necessary condition of a 
reinvigorated local democracy, they 
are not of themselves sufficient Local 
councils need to be able to make a 
difference in their local communities, 
addressing the local as well as the 
national political agenda. 

An element of proportional repre¬ 
sentation. in addition to retaining the 
present ward-based system for most 
members of councils, could indeed 
help address the problem of one-party 
councils of whatever colour, and 
provide a general incentive across an 
authority for a greater turnout What 
is crucial, however, is that account¬ 
ability should be reinforced. 

The Government's proposals on 
local government finance fall short of 
what is required to reduce dependence 
on central government grant and to 
create a more transparent and under¬ 
standable system at local level. 

To attain these objectives, the 
requisites are the removal of capping, 
the return of the non-domestic rate 
and a recognition that local councils 
are more than the agents of central 
government. 

Yours faithfully, 
JEREMY BEECHAM 
(Leader of the Labour Group), 
Local Government Association. 
26 Chapter Street, SW1P 4ND. 
April 9. 

Addressing familiarity 
From Dr Anthony Abrahams 

Sir, Mrs Joan Zunde (letter. April 14). 
who is unhappy at being addressed 
over-familiarly in hospital, would be 
quite at ease in Oxford. When patients 
are admitted to any. of our hospitals 
the nurses ask. and enter in the 
records, how they prefer to be ad¬ 
dressed. 

Though most of my patients call me 
“Doctor"appropriately, when I was ill 
in the John Radcliffe Hospital it was 
most comforting to be called Anthony. 

Others have different views, which 
are respected. 

Yours faithfully, 
ANTHONY ABRAHAMS. 
Temple Cowley Health Centre, 
Ttmple Road. 
Cowley. Oxford 0X4 2HL. 
April 14. 

From Mrs H. Phillips 

Sir, It is not only those “well over 65” 
who have difficulties with the use of 
first names. 

Until recently 1 worked in a happy 
government department where senior 
and junior officers called each other 
by their first names. 

One day a new. young member of 
staff asked to see me and explained, 
with some embarrassment, that she 

had tried very hard to call me by my 
first name, but she just could not do it 
She had been brought up in a culture 
where older people were to be treated 
with respect Please would I let her 
call me “Mrs Phillips"? 

Yours faithfully, 
HILARY PHILLIPS, 
)40 Bamsbury Road 
London N1 OER. 
April 14. 

From Mr Peter Hillman 

Sir, Arriving at Gatwick airport last 
November. I was paged to the infor¬ 
mation desk, where a pleasant assis¬ 
tant about half my age addressed me 
by my forename. 

I completed and submitted one 
of the “feedbade” forms asking for 
customers’ comments, pointing out 
that as a civiJ servant I would not 
dream of addressing a member of the 
public whom I had never met before 
in such a familiar way, and that per¬ 
haps some people might be offended 
by iL 

Unfortunately my comments were 
not taken seriously enough to warrant 
a reply. 

Yours faithfully. 
PETER HILLMAN, 
87 Primrose Copse, 
Horsham, West Sussex RH12 5PZ. 
April 14. 

Across the divide 
From Mr Ian R. Chapman 

Sir. Mr S. F. Stenhouse (letter. April 
15) asks how we should measure the 
generation gap, given the conflict 
between his feet and inches and his 
son* metres and centimetres. Left be 
British and go for compromise, a mix¬ 
ture of the two systems — in which 
case 1 am 6ft 254cm tall, weighing in 
at... well, never mindl 

There is a serious side to this, of 
coarse. None of the children in British 
schools today has been taught to mea¬ 
sure in feet and indies or in stones 
and pounds. Yet ask them their height 
and the answer is invariably given as, 
say. "five foot seven "or their weight as 
“seven and a half stone". They must 
find it very confusing. 

Surely we should have grasped the 
metric nettle much tighter when these 
measurements were first introduced. 
Perhaps we can encourage a change 
of thinking by gradually having road 
distances posted in kilometres instead 
of miles. 

Yours faithfully, 
IAN R. CHAPMAN, 
39 Greenhayes Avenue, 
Banstead. Surrey SM7 2JJ. 
April 15- 
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Lottery funding 
From Mr Wyn Jones 

Sir, Since the Heritage Lottery Fund 
came into being h has generously 
funded many country churches in 
need of repair and refurbishment. 

This has been a wholly welcome 
commitment, bringing much-needed 
funds into small communities which 
otherwise had no possibility of raising 
such sums and prolonging the life of 
historic churches as well as giving 
employment to craftsmen. 

I was therefore appalled to read last 
week in the Heritage Lottery Fund’s 
newsletter “update" (issue 11) that this 
source of funding is to be reduced 
from £450 million last year to around 
£250 million, as a direct consequence 
of the creation of a sixth good cause to 
fluid health and education/training 
projects, which should in my view be 
funded by the taxpayer. 

It seems likely that a substantial 
proportion of this money will be chan¬ 
nelled into our cities. Thus, reallo¬ 
cation of lottery funds would seem to 
be yet another blow to the rural 
economy. 

If I needed proof of my suspicions, it 
arrived this morning in the shape of a 
refusal from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund to grant funds to refurbish our 
medieval parish church. 

Yours (sadly). 
WYN JONES. 
Blaendlgoed House. 
Ludchurch, Narberth, 
Pembrokeshire SA67 8LA 
April 14. 

Japan’s chance 
to make amends 
From Colonel P. S. W. Dean 

Sir. You report on difficulties over an 
apology by Emperor Akihiio (April 
15. To agonise over how to say sorry is 
demeaning and smacks of insincerity. 
This is surely not the way in which 
Japan wishes, in the words of the 
ambassador, “to highlight. Japan's 
friendship with and goodwill towards 
this country", with which the Foreign 
Office claims to have a “ special rela¬ 
tionship". 

To say sorry takes courage, but the 
beneficial results in standing and res¬ 
pect for those who do can be very 
rewarding. The Foreign Office has 
noted that apologies were made by the 
Emperor during state visits to Malay¬ 
sia and Indonesia in 1991. As this will 
therefore not be a precedent and as it 
is the overwhelming desire by both 
our countries to end this nagging 
chapter in Anglo-Japanese relations, 1 
hope that the Emperor will seize this 
opportunity to do the same. 

Yours faithfully. 
PETER DEAN 
(Military Attache, Tokyo, 1960-64). 
Foresters. Tostock. 
Bury St Edmunds, 
Suffolk IP30 9PJ. 
April 15. 

Emperor’s honour 
From Mr K.C.E. Ellison Davis 

Sir. in his report of April 9 Alan 
Hamilton observed that the award of 
the Garter to non-European heads of 
state has "always been sparing". 

He could also have added thar the 
appointment of certain non-Christian 
monarchs (eg. two Shahs of Persia, 
one in 1873 and one in 1902: two Sul¬ 
tans of Turkey. 1876 and 1886; and 
three successive Emperors of Japan, 
1905,1912 and 1929) gradually caused 
the order to lose a good deal of its 
essentially Christian character. 

All these appointments were made 
for political reasons and were carried 
through because the Garter had 
become largely a political honour. The 
unwritten rule was that no appoint¬ 
ments were made by the Sovereign 
unless they had been recommended 
by the Prime Minister. 

In 1946, with George VI having 
indicated his wish that the Garter 
should be in the personal gift of the 
Sovereign, the Attlee Government 
agreed that thenceforth it should be a 
non-political honour and should be 
conferred by the Sovereign without 
any formal advice from the Prime 
Minister. 

Emperor Hirohito automatically 
forfeited his (1929) companionship 
after Pearl Harbor. He was restored 
to it during his state visit in 1971. Had 
the regulations then been amended 
accordingly? Whatever, it is hard not 
to feel that in 1971 a “non-political 
honour" was conferred for political 
reasons; and it is equally hard not to 
feel the same will be done in May 
when Emperor Akihito is made a 
member. 

Yours faithfully. 
KENNETH ELLISON DAVIS, 
Brahms Straat 2, 
1077 HG Amsterdam. 
April 15. 

Sir Ronald Millar 
From Mr Jonathan Hill 

Sir, How Ronnie Millar, that most 
civilised and decent of men. someone 
who always understood the impor¬ 
tance of timing and contrast, would 
have chuckled at his obituary appear¬ 
ing on the same day as that of Pol Pot 
(April 17). 

Everyone who worked with Ronnie 
knows that he always had the last 
laugh and — almost always — the last 
word. 

As usual, he has done it again. 

Yours faithfully. 
JONATHAN HILL 
(Political Secretary to the 
Prime Minister, 1992-94), 
Dodington House, 
Breamore. nr Fordingbridge, 
Hampshire SP6 2EH. 
April 17. 

Passing interest 
From Mrs Susan Gollop 

Sir, I find even greater scope for 
optimism in reading the obituaries 
than Mr David Hamilton and Mr 
Brian Taylor (letters, April 10), who 
use them as an indicator of longevity. 

As a woman reading these columns, 
it is heartening to note how few of us 
die. 

Yours, 
SUE GOLLOP, 
26 Grange Street 
St Albans. Hertfordshire AL3 5NB. 
suegollop@compuserve.com 
April 10. 

The winter’s tail 
From Mrs M. Robertson Smith 

Sir, Last week, owing to extensive 
flooding at Stratford-upon-Avon, the 
Royal Shakespeare Theatre cancelled 
two performances of The Teihpest. 

Next week, so I understand, they 
plan to show a play called Bad 
Weather: 

Yours sincerely, 
MARJORIE ROBERTSON SMITH, 
I Bishop’s Wood, 
Cuddesdon, Oxford 0X44 9HA 
April 16. 
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WINDSOR CASTLE 
April r7: The Queen and The Duke of 
Edinburgh were represented by Sir 
Wlllaim Gladstone, Bt (Her Maj- 

Lord-Lieutenant of Ctywd) at 
“* Memorial Service for Colonel 
Ellis Evans (formerly Her Majesty's 
Lord-Lieutenant of Clywd) which was 
JSM in St Asaph Cathedral. Clywd. 
this afternoon. 

The Prince of Wales was repre¬ 
sented by Mrs Noreen Edwards. 
. The Duke of Edinburgh. Coiond- 
in-chief. The Royal. Canadian Regi¬ 
ment. was represented by lieutenant 
General Jade Vance (CotoneJ) at the 

Birthdays 
Today 
The Hen Michael Betoff. QC Presi¬ 
dent. Trinity College. Oxford. 56: Dr 
Clive Booth, former Vice-Chancellor., 
Oxford Brookes University, 55: Mr 
Alan Devereux. former chairman. 
Scottish Tourist Board. 65; the Mar¬ 
quess of Donegall 82: Mr Nick Farr- 
Jones. rugby player. 3& Mr Brian 
Puller, former Commandant. Fire 
Service College, 62; Mr David Gee. 
former director. Friends of the Earth. 
51: Sir Peter Hordern, former MP, 69: 
Mr Peter Jeffrey. actor. 6% Mr 
Christopher Lawrence, managing 
director. London Philharmonic Or¬ 
chestra. 48: Miss Catherine 
Maifnaiw. soprano. 50: Lord Mason 
of Barnsley. 74: Miss Hayley Milts, 
actress, 52: the Very Rev Dominic 
Milroy. OSB. former Headmaster. 
Ampleforth Coliege. 66: Bareness 
Platt of Wrixde. 75: the Right Rev Dr 
EJ.K. Roberts, former Bishop of Ely, 
90: Sir Teddy Taylor. MP. 61: Sir 
Edgar Unsworth. former Chief Jus¬ 
tice of Gibraltar. 92: Mr V.E. Watts. 
Principal. Grey College: Durham 
University. 60. 

Tomorrow 

The Earl of Annandak: and HartfelL 
57: Mr William Bailiie. president. 
Royal Scottish Academy. 75; the Mast 
Rev Luigi Barbarita GCVO, former 
Apostolic Nuncio. 76; Miss Sue 
Barker, tennis player and sports 
presenter. 42: Mr Dickie Bird, cricket 
umpire; 05: Mr Antonio Carlucrio. 
restaurateur. 61: Mr Algy Cluff. 
chairman and chief executive. Cluff 
Mining. 58; Mr Adrian Coles, direc¬ 
tor-general, Building Societies 
Association, 44; Mr Tim Curry, actor, 
5i Mr Glyn England, director, the 
Wind Fund. 77: Mr Trevor Francis, 
footballer. 44: Lord Justice Henry. 67: 
Dr Sir John Horiocfc. FRS. former 
Vioe-Chancellar. Open Ltniversity. 
7ft Mr G.B. Jnglis. former senior 
partner. Slaughter and May. 65: Mrs 
Margo MacDonald, broadcaster and 
former MP. 55; Mr Dudley Moore, 
actor and composer, 63; Mr Garfield 
Morgan, actor. 67; Mr Murray 
ft-rahia. pianist. 51; Mr Richard 
Ftielps. pen (athlete. 37: Lord Justice 
Rc<ch. 64; M Michel Roux, chef and 
restaurateur. 57; Mr Wilf Stevenson, 
former director. British FDm In¬ 
stitute. SI; Miss Bridget Towle, Chid 
Guide, the Guide Association. 56: the 
Hon Michael Trend. MP. 4fr. Miss 
Ruby Wax. actress and comedian. 45; 
Mr Philip Wroughion. Lord-Lieuten¬ 
ant of Berkshire 65. 

Funeral of Colonel Frank Ktenavic 
which was held in die Anglican 
Chapel Canadian Ftaroes Base Kings¬ 
ton. Canada, this afternoon. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 

April 17: The Prince Edward this 
afternoon left Royal Air Force 
Northoit for Lisbon. Portugal 

His Royal Highness. Thrstee^The 
Duke of Edinburgh's Award Inter¬ 
national Foundation, this evening 
attended a Reception and Dinner at 
Qnima Patinho, Lisbon, in support of 
the Award. 

Lieutenant Colonel Sean O'Dwyer 
is in attendance. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
April 17: The Princess Royal, Presi¬ 
dent Royal Yachting Association, 
today attended the National Youth 
Sailing Championship at Looe Sail¬ 
ing dub. Bultar Street East Looe. 
and was received by Hex Majesty's 
Lord-Lieutenant of Cornwall (the 
Lady Mary Holhorow). 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
April 17: Princess Alice.' Duchess of 
Gloucester. Patron. Queen Margaret 
College, this afternoon received Dr | 
Joan Stringer (Principal). 

Schools 
Godstowe Preparatory School 
To mark the occasion of Margaret 
Eiders retirement from Godstowe 
School after 27 years, there will be 
an Old Godstowe‘s Reunion Party 
for all former pupils and staff in 
the evening of Friday. July 3.1998. 
For further details and informa¬ 
tion please contact: Rovianne 
Mafovu, 31 Britten House, Britten 
Street. London SW3 3UB: Tel: 0171 
351 1143 or E-mail: 
headmistress@gods&wreorg 

Moira House. Eastbourne 
Summer Term begins tomorrow 
and ends on Saturday, July 4. 

The new School Knights {Head 
Girls) are Katherine Mdlor (formerly 
of Moira House Junior School) and 
Leonie Watson (formerly of Derwent 
Lodge. Tunbridge WeUsJ.The new 
Standard Bearers (Prefects) are: An¬ 
drea Bailey iformerly of Moira House 
Junior School). Aneesha Bhunjun 
(formerly of Moira House Junior 
School). Nicola Dyer (formerly of St 
Andrew's School Eastbourne). Kate 
Enefer (formerly of St Bede's School. 
Eastbourne), Beth Gibson (Formerly 
of St Andrew* School Eastbourne], 
Jennifer Rowe (formerly of Moira 
House Junior School. Eastbourne). 
Claire Smalley (formerly of Moira 
House Junior School). Amber Walder 
(formerly of St Andrew's School 
Eastbourne) and Varya Willis (form¬ 
erly of St Bede's School Eastbourne). 

Moira House Choral Society 
will perform some famous Opera 
Choruses in a Concert on Sat¬ 
urday. May 9 Founders Day. and 
the Moira House Old Girls’ Club 
Reunion is on Saturday. June 27. 
when the Guest Speaker will be 
Mrs Sari Conway. Chief Executive 
of Eastbourne Borough Council. 

Reed’s Scbool 
Summer Term begins on Sunday. 
April 19. with Akshay Dosaj as 
Captain of School and Nicholas 
Darke. Captain of Cricket An 
Open Evening will be held on 
Wednesday. May 13, and Open 
Morning on Saturday, May 16. 
The Choral Society will perform 
their Summer Term Concert on 
Sunday. May 17. and Old 
Reedonian Reunion Day will be 
held on Saturday. June 27. Term 
ends on Saturday. July 4. with 
Speech Day when R.G. Smethurst. 
MA. Provost of Worcester College. 
Oxford, wfli present the prizes. 

ALAN WELLS 

Marriages I Forthcoming marriages 

Natasha Singarayer and Justin Alford, who are to 
be married on July 25 at Westminster Cathedral 

Dinners 
Lord Mayor of Westminster 

The Lord Mayor and Lady May¬ 
oress of Westminster were the 
hosts at a dinner held last night at 
City HalL The Italian Ambassador 
and Signora Galli. the High 
Commissioner for India and die 
Belgian Ambassador and Mrs 
Willems were among those 
presenL 

The Textile institute 
Mr Clemens N Nathan, a Director 
of The Cunart Company Limited, 
was the host at a dinner of The . 
Textile Institute held at the Athe¬ 
naeum on Friday, April 17. Among 
the guests were: 
Dr Mlyoshi Okamoto (The 
Okamoto Research Laboratory. 
Torav industries Inc). Professor 
Kahfl Kaiiwara (Kvoto Institute of 

Service luncheon 
Trudal Oman Scoots 

The annual luncheon for Officers 
of the Trudal Oman Levies, 
Trudal Oman Scouts and the 
Union Defence Fbrce was held 
yesterday at the Army and Navy 
Club. 

Service dinners 
floyal Warwickshire Regiment 
Lieutenant-General Sir Jeremy 

Rally presided at the annual 
dinner of the Regimental Dinner 
Club of the Royal Warwickshire 
Regiment (Sixth Foot) held last 
night at the Shire Hall Warwick. 

RAF Oxford and Cambridge 
Society 

Professor Christopher Calladine. 
FRS. of Cambridge University, and 
Air Chief Marshal Sir John Allison. 
Air Officer Commandmg-in-ChieL 
Strike Command, were tbe guests of 
honour at die annual dinner of the 
RAF Oxford and Cambridge Society 
held last night at taerhoose. Cam¬ 
bridge. Air Marshal Sir John Curtiss 
presided. 

Memorial services 
Cofamd James EISs Evans 
The Queen and the Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh were represented by Sir Wfl- 
l»»m Gladstone. Lord-Lieutenant of 
Clwyd. at a memorial service of 
thanksgiving for foe life of Colonel 
James Ellis Evans, a former Lord- 
lieutenant of Chvyd. held yesterday 
in St Asaph CathedraL The Prince of 
Wales was represented by Mrs 
Noreen Edwards. 

The Very Rev Kerry Goulstone, 
Dean of St Asaph, officiated. Dr TJ3- 
Stephen. of the Denbighshire branch 
of the British Legion, and Sir William 
read the lessons. The Very Rev 
Raymond Renowdeq paid tribute and 
the Most Rev Ahvyn Rice Jones, 
Archbishop of Wales, pronounced the 
blessing. 

Representatives of Flintshire 
County CounriL Denbighshire 
County Council Wrexham Borough 
Council and the Chief Constable of 
North Wales were among those 
present. 

Requiem Mass 
Father John Covcmxy. SJ 
Requiem Mass for Father John 
Coventry. SJ. former Jesuit Provin¬ 
cial Rector of Beaumont College. 
Professor at Heythrop Coflege, 
London University, and Master of St 
Edmunds House. Cambridge, was 
celebrated by Father James 
Crampsey. Provincial of the British 
Province of the Society of Jesus, at the 
Church of the immacuiaie Concep¬ 
tion. Farm Street yesterday. He was 
assisted fay Either Peter Griffiths. SI, 
Father Robert Murray, SJ. and 
Deacon Geoffrey Cook. 

Mr John Coventry, nephew, and 
Miss Veronica Adnitt read the les¬ 
sons. Ruber Murray also read the 
gospel and preached the bonify. 

Royal engagements 
Today The Duke of Edinburgh, as 
patron. Cornwall Rugby Football 
Union, win attend the county 
championship final at Twick¬ 
enham. Middlesex, at 230. 

Tomorrow: The Princess Royal as 
president, wfll attend the annual 
Bafta film awards at Grosvenar 
House, at 635. 

The Hob Alexander Bertie 

and Miss Catherine Cameron 

The marriage took plaoe yesterday 

at the Chun* of All Saints. Little 
Sbelford, Cambridge,-of the Hon 
Alexander Bertie, younger son of 
the Earl and Countess of Lindsey 
and Abingdon, to Miss Catherine 
Cameron, only daughto* of the late 

j Professor Gordon C, Cameron of 
| Cambridge and of Mrs Cameron, 

j of Little Shelfbrd. The. Rev S. 

Taylor officiated. 
The bride, who was given in mar¬ 

riage by her brother, Mr NiaD 

Campbell Gammon, was attended 
by Arabella Cameron, Clarissa 

Cameron and the Hqn Willoughby 
Bertie. Lord Norreys was best 
man. A reception was held in Em* 
manud College and the honey¬ 
moon will be spent abroad. 

Mr D.G. Bomber 

and Miss P.O. Cheung 

The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday. April 4. in St Benedict* 
Abbey. Ealing, London, 'of Mr 

Damian Gardner Bamber. son of 
Dr David Bamber and Mrs 
Elisabeth Bamber. to Miss Fenny 
Oi-Ying Cheung, elder daughter of 
Mr and Mrs Dominic Cheung. 

A reception was bekl at the 
Great Conservatory. Syon Park. 
Brentford, Middlesex. 

RoyrJ Institute 
of 03 Painters 
Mr Richard Manwaring Bines. 
MA. has been elected President of 
the Royal Institute of Oil Painters. 
He becomes the 12th President 
since the institute was founded in 
1882. 

Anniversaries 
Today: Albert Einstein, physicist. 
Nobel laureate 1921 died at Prince¬ 
ton. New Jersey, 1955. 

Tomorrow: George Gordon By¬ 
ron. 6th Baron Byron, poet died at 
Missolonghl Greece, 1824. 

Mr R. Berry 

and Mbs SJ. Kilky 

The engagement is announced 
between Richard, younger sot of 

Mr and Mis Mervyn Berry, ofTiet- 
bury. Gloucestershire, and Sarah, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Roger 

Kidey. of Ashtead. Surrey. 

Mr PJVLB, BbdiStad 

and Miss A.CL King-Fariow 

The engagement is announced 

between Manhew. son of Mr and 

Mrs M3. Blakstad. of East Meon, 
and Alice, daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Charles King-Fhrtow, of 

Edgbaston. Birmingham. 

MrPJ-J. Clegg 

and Miss FJJ£.Cass 

■ The engagement iy announced 
between. Philip, son of Mr 
Jonathan Clegg, of West Hamp¬ 
stead. London, mid of Mrs George 
Chesterton, of Malvern. 
Worcestershire, and Fleur, youn¬ 
gest'daughter of Sir Geoffrey and 
Lady Cass, of Cambridge. 

Mr RA. Conswefl 

and Mias J.L Carroll 
The engagement is announced 

between: Rodney, only son of Mrs 
Wendy Hitchens and stepson of 
Mr Robert Hitchens, of Bletchley. 
Buckinghamshire, and Julie, only 
daughter of Mr.and Mrs Norman 
R. CarroU, of Ewdi. Epsom. 
Surrey. 

Mr J.D. Day 
and Miss CH.W. Derby 
The engagement is announced 
between John, elder son of Mr and 
Mrs Jack Day. of GuDdford. 
Surrey, and Catherine, only 
daughter of Mr and'Mrs Brian 
Derby, of Fazakertey, LiverpooL 

Mr NJ. Halloa 
and Miss S.E. ConnoOy 
The engagement is announced 
between Nicholas, only scat of Mr 
and Mrs Joseph Holton, of 
Cheltenham, and Sarah, eider 
daughter of Mr and Mrs David 
Connolly, of Chalfom St Giles. 
Buckinghamshire. 

Mr CP. GiD 

and Dr RJ. .Andrew 
The engagement is amuumced 

between Paul, son of Mrs S.P. Cull 
and the late Mr KLS. Gill, of 
Shropshire, and Rebecca, daugh¬ 

ter of Mr and Mrs P. Andrew, of 

Sheffield. 

Mr J- Kilroy 
and Miss E- Godfrey 

The engagonent is announced 

between Jonathan, elder son of Mr 
and Mr Christopher Kilrpv. of 

OaJdev. Bedford, and Elizabeth, 
daughter of Mrs Janice Godfrey , of 

Toddingion. Bedford and the late 

Mr Paul Godfrey. 

Mr N.D.B. King 
and Miss H.EJ. Thornhill 
The engagement is announced 
between Nicolas, elder son of Wing 
Commander and Mrs Timothy 

King, of Hampton Wick. Middle¬ 
sex. and Harriet, youngest daugh¬ 
ter of Mr and Mrs nacrThomhDl. 
of Wimhorpe. Nottinghamshire. 

Mr S J. Kunzer 
and Miss V.G.E.H. Noel 
The engagement is announced 
between Stephen, son of Mr Paul 
Kunzer and the laie Mis Kunzer. 
of Shindiffe. Durham, and 
Victoria, daughter of Captain and 
Mrs Gerard Noel, of Stratford St 

Mary, Suffolk- 

Mr R.W.H- Lawson 
and Miss J-A. Smith 
The engagement is announced 
between Ralph WiUiam Henry, 
rider son of Mr David Lawson and 
of Dr Annette Lawson, of London, 
and Jane Ainiey. only daughter of 
Mr Tonv Smith and of Mrs' Hilary 
Wills, ol Sheffield. Yorkshire. 

Mr EJ.H. Molesworth 

and Miss C.K.M. Russell 
The engagement is announced 
between Edward, son of Mr and 
Mrs Richard Molesworth. of 
FramfieJd. East Sussex, and 
Claire, rider daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Christopher Russell, also of 
FramfieJd. East Sussex. 

Mr J.W.ft. Corden-Uoyd 

and Miss S-K. Dodgson 

The engagement is announced 
between James, youngest son of 

the late Lieutenant Colcnd l.D. 
Corden-Uoyd. OBE. MC, 

Royal Green Jackets, and of 

Douglas Strachan. of North Kin 
Farm. West Camel. Yeovil. Somer¬ 

set. and Sarah, elder daughter of 

Mr and Mrs Anthony Dodgson. of 
Rapprie House, Radi pole Village, 

Weymouth. Dorset. 

Mr RJ- NtmaD 

and Miss E-EJ. Craig 

The engagement is announcsd 

between Richard, younger son of 
Dr and Mrs Derek NuttaU, of 

Dodlesion- Cheshire, and 
Elizabeth, rider daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Michael Craig, of 
Chester. 

Mr W.G. Osborne-Young 
and Miss G.M. Agnew- 
Somerville 

The engagement is announced 
between William, youngest son of 
Mr and Mrs Kenneth Osborne- 
Young. of Ptnsax. Worcestershire, 
and Geraldine, younger daughter 
of Sir Quentin and Lady Agnew- 
Somerville, of Ramsey, Isle 
Man. 

Mr M.R.C. Stroyan 

and Miss CA.M. Busby 

The engagement is announced 
between Fred, son of Mr and Mrs 
Colin Stroyan. of Bridgend of 
Trith, Doune, Perthshire, and 
Kitty, daughter of Mr C.R. Busby, 
of London, and of Mrs AAL 
Busby, of Triscombe. Somerset 

Mr CJ.H. Wilson 

and Miss SJ. Suiton-ScoO- 
Tticker 

The engagement is announced 
between Christopher, son of Mr 
and Mrs JJ H. Wilson, erf lxwonh 
Thorpe; Suffolk, and Sophia, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs A.M. 
Sutton-Scotl-Tucker. oi 
Riverebridge. Dartmouth. Devon. 

PRINCESS COMFORTS 
SURVIVORS 

The Prince and Princess of Wales 
yesterday visited two Sheffield hospitals 
where 41 of those injured in Saturday’s 
tragedy are being treated 

During lengthy vists to the Royal 
Hallamshire. which the Prince opened 
ten years ago. and the Northern General 
hospital, the couple spoke to survivors 
on the wards and some of the IS in 
intensive care. Liverpool's first team also 
made a poignant return to Sheffield, 
laying a wreath at the Leppings Lane 
end of Hillsborough, where 94 fans died. 

The team, led by Kenny Dalglish, its 
manager, spent more than three hours 
in the town, much of it at the two 
hospitals. 

As a result of the disaster, the 
Government is determined to change the 
nature of football-watching in Britain by 
forcing all main Football League 
grounds to convert to all-sealer accom- 

ON THIS DAY 

April 18.1989 

Within two days of the Hillsborough 
disaster in which 94 people died the 
Government had announced plans to 
force all big football dubs to convert 
stadiums into all-seat accommodation. 

modation. The decision was taken by a 
group of ministers at Downing Street 
yesterday morning without waiting for 
the result of the independent inquiry into 
the Hillsborough disaster announced 
laier to MPs by Mr Douglas Hurd, the 
Home Secretary. 

The inquiry', to be chaired by Lord 
Justice Taylor, will have all-embracing 
terms of reference to examine the 
reasons for the disaster, in which 94 
spectators were crushed to death. 

Findings of the separate police inquiry 
into decisions which resulted in a last- 
minute surge of fans into the central 
section of the Leppings Lane end after 
the opening of a security gate will be fed 
into die main inquiry to ensure no hold¬ 
up or unnecessary duplication ... 

Mr Peter Wright, the South Yorkshire 
chief constable, whose force has been 
bitterly criticized for the way it handled 
crowd control at the game, defended die 
actions of his officers ... 

The crush of supporters was so great 
that a police horse and its rider were 
reported to have been lifted dear of the 
ground. As the throng worsened, officers 
trying to control the supporters grew 
alarmed that a wall might collapse with 
possible loss of life. 

Witnesses said a police officer told the 
steward to open the I6ft-wide gate. He 
refused but eventually handed over the 
keys. An officer had said that opening 
the gate was a life-or-death decision. 
“Over the radio. I heard. The wall is 
going, the wall is going'.” 

BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 PERSONAL COLUMN TRADE: 0171481 1982 

FAX: 0171 481 9313 

tejem whoro teaching {3 

mnalr M» own seeks Us 
own glory; tint if anyunc 
seeks tbe glory of Mm wfao 
sent Urn, he fs etnemo and 
tUee Is natUng fUse In Un. 
John 7 : 18 

BIRTHS_ 

MUON-On2nd AprilMTbs 

Hospital, to Abby, a kb, 
George Alexander Michael, 
a Mother dor Antony. 

COSTH1D -On 4th April, to 
Susie (n£c Clarke) and John, 
a eon. Charles Patrick Ottrer, 
a brother krtHOba. 

DOliOM - On April \ lth at The 
RnrthwiH lf.kiijthal t»% 

Cafe Barnet) and Richard, a 
son, OUvsz. a brother for 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS DEATHS_ 

BOYVSfOKE5 - Claude, Sarah. KEHTT-BstarGenM, on April 
Biebsrd and Bands wonU 9,1998, in Cambridge, after 
like to thank ihefrfzJaads an actfre and InMaeatlng Hfe 
and relations for the fn the British Cooneafe 
hundreds of letters and ImU^ Sooth Amvica and 
cards received on the dasth Konya, krringly shared with 
of Am*. They are rory much Htdon. his first wife, and 
appreciated. HniT<*Hiie» ra— 

John and Lena (Edfnbtn^h) 
and with Heleq, Ms second 

DEATHS 

of Nicholas, Tbtotfry, 
Chnfea and the Mu ta 
nmesal Service at 

UK HOLIDAYS 

1999 GOLF OPEN 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

ityuia !»]■*> 

FLATSHARE TRUSTEE ACTS 

bed I HUlWIIstHi 
etaopv. I sZ7 gf oh 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

at 1030 am nnnedsy; April 
23, at Cambridge 

hot donations tf dashed to 

Monica (ptm LamMon) and 

cQ 1998, at home 
and Loots* (see 

ANGUS-Bohan CBdbfn) 
Gorney Angus, on 15th April 
1998 at Ayr Hospital after 
a short Illnesa barely 
borne. Dear tmsband of UL 
deariy tored father of Denial 
and AUcn, fond fstbsr-fn^nw 
ofttaacLdewMed. 

brother of Ngol, Penelope 
and PRm. Fotaaial 8enloa at 
St Cothbens Cbnuh, 
Ptestwtdk on Tonday 21st 
April at 215 

LECGKXT - Amen Clahe on 
April 11th 1998, peacefully 
afters shoot flhisss Croetly 
loved and inspected wMs of 
David, devoted mothm to 
Alison, Jodi and Andy, prood 
graadmothar toOrin^ 
femw. Christopher. 
Jtmathan, Jassfea, IQoola and 

secretary to tbe Greek Daaoc 
Aimnrln^ni.mwi —■ »uy mmm 

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS 

tSJSO. 01P2S -00658 (Md. 

UNITED STATES 

Yoa Can Live and Work in the UAAJ 

Learn about the Greco Cod and 
Business Visas. 
Get Your Questions Answcrcd. 

InfonnatJooal Seminar 

Monday 27tfa Afril 1991 - 6J0 pm - 8J0 pm 
at [lie London Hilton on Farit Lane, 
Park Lone, London 

lei ■■■pets Oil X7B3S3 | briaro 

Bk Safes has of Hat 9, 
Lodg^ 0.11 GttmD 
toe SW7 ZJA who dted 
ew 19P7J pantaabro 
I htkr CSoHchowJ. 27 

TroPao VBC2 XPA 
■ the IhUBolWI 

75 is no age 
to be 

leaving home. 
Rrida naps ekteriy 

people retain their home 
and their Independence. 
For father Information: 

RtEEPOST, 6Aranmore 
Road. London WI48BR 
or cafi: 0345585680 

Rukba 

Speaker: JtUrrj A. Devon • American faaavpation AUoraty 

Cal DebUe or Zaey Cor Reservafiens (0171) 93d 2090 
"~nr "—11 * rtn[ li I tisliril 

Spoosorvd By: Mcrrtman Wfcffe 
Safidtocs • Priry Coaodl Agents 

3 King's Beach Walk • laser Tanpfc • London 

CTV TW9 1QP bafore 19 taee 
1998. 

LEGAL NOTICES 

TIk Fourth Annual 

Claridge’s Antiques Fair 
Braok Strcd, Mtyfn) Laata W1 

23rd-26& April 
Tbxsdaj: 1J-8* Friday: 11-8 • Saanhy: 11-7 ■ Smtky: 11-$ 

tftdnnrfty, 22nd Apdk 6pa - 10ps Cbnpagu Picviar 

TKZETENQUSES: BAH8T BURS UD 
TEL: (1IZ77 21319 EUDH277 21490 

kliCuIm yon Mid I 
Ma8HGoalfa.li* 

LEGAL NOTICES 

THE SAVOY HOTEL PLC 
(the “Issuer”) 

(a company incorporated with limited liability under 

die laws of England and Wales) 

NOTICE OF A MEETING 
of the 

holders of the outstanding 

£450,000 4 per cent. First Mongage Perpetual Debenture Stock 

(the “Stockholders” and the “Slock” respectively) 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a meeting of the Stockholders convened 

by 5fiS!Uer,W? ^ at Prmcess Ida Savoy Hotel, Strand, London 
on 28* Apnl 1W8 at 3.00 p.m. (London time) for the purpose of considering 

and, if thought fit, passing the following resolution which will be proposed as 

** ±e Prov*s,'ons of the Trust 
Deed dated I3th May 1893 between The Savoy Hotel, Limited and The Law 

Sz!^?^eiSS0r^a‘I0,1 ^nUted’ M supplemented by Supplemental Trust 
Deeds dated -4th June 1903,24th March 1910 and 12th Man* 1940 between, 
mter aha, the same parties, securing the Stock: 

extraordinary resolution 

(now The Law Debenrure Coepo^^ 

supplemented by Supplemental Trust Deeds (the h 
Deeds” and, together wiri, the I^TnXd L J1^ 

=»£3Tarcs 
(1) - - - 

together with accrued interest (the “RedTmnT^ a pnncipal amount’ 
^ da, in U^ndon f„U^g 

<“) compromise of the 

against the Issuer and its assets, whether nr khoI^cre > “d ^ Trustee 
Trust Deed, involved result SUch h^113 “ise under the 

paragraph (1) of this resolution, suchtffct oomvrn * un.p|finentation of 
Amount in foil pursuant to rara^nh f“t°f*e^emp“n 
Stockholdersof *“* resolution, the 
Deed or the Stock; andC 10 *13Ve an^ n8bts under or in respect of theTrust 

(3) authorises and requests the Trustee m ^ 

this reolution and to execute and do implementation of 

and things that may be necessary ro eive decds' instruments, acts 

declares that theTrusiee sS no IfoWlh?!” rrsohjrion md 
acts or omissions in relation thereto.” ^ l° ^ Stockholders far its , 

This Notice is given by: 

The Savoy Hotel PLC 
I Savoy Hill 

London WC2R OBP 

Dated 18th April 1998 

PUBLIC» COMP^ 

& parliamentary not 

0171-680 6878 
_ OR 
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Fred Davis. OBE, snooker 
player, died on April IS aged 

84. He was born on 
August 13. (913. It was the proud boast of Fred 

Davis that he never under¬ 
took a single days work in his 
life. Playing billiards and 

snooker for a living did not count as 
work in his opinion. It was his 
passion, his all-abiding love, and to 
describe those many thousands of 
hours on the green baize as work 
would have been ridiculous to him. 

Although he had been the winner 
of the world snooker championship 
in 1948 and 1949 and every year 
from 1951 to 1956. one of Davis’s 

^ proudest moments came in 1980 
P when, at the age of 67. he finally 

emulated his elder brother Joe by 
becoming world billiards champi¬ 
on. Three years earlier he had been 
appointed OBE for services to 
billiards and snooker and was the 
first player to be so honoured. 

Joe. the more famous of the two 
brothers, had retired in 1964 and 
before then Fred had always lived 
in his shadow, even though he was 
the only player to beat him on level 
terms. It was a feat he managed 
fair times in all. although he also 
suffered countless defeats at Joe's 
hands through the decades. 

Bom in Whittingham Moor. 
£ near Chesterfield. Fred was 12 

years younger than Joe and 
because of the age difference they 
shared very little of their childhood. 
Red. however, was much motivat¬ 
ed by Joe's success and was 
determined to emulate him. With¬ 
out any formal coaching from his 
elder brother he never quite suc¬ 
ceeded in this ambition, but he 
certainly joined him as one of the 
leading figures in both games. 

He began playing on a miniature 
table at his home. Nobody so much 
as told him the rules but he 
nevertheless quickly picked up the 
basics and at the age of 12 was 

taken by his father to play at 
Burroughs Hall. London, in the 
Boys* Under-16 championship. He 
reached the semi-finals but im¬ 
pressed nobody, least of all his 
family who were accustomed to Joe 
performing and usually winning at 
the very highest leveL He did not 
ule an entry for the event for 
another three years, when he 
returned to win it comfortably. 

Of an easygoing nature and 
certainly not one for endless hours 
of practice, Fred was often written 
off by his brother as neither 
dedicated nor ambitious enough. 
Joe's main advice was the strong 
suggestion that Fred should wipe 
the grin off his face when he was 
practising. 

As a result of working in the 
family's billiard hall In Chester¬ 
field, Davis automatically became 
a professional on his 16th birthday. 
But Joe held such a low opinion of 
his younger brother’s game that he 
was reluctant to allow Fred to enter 
the junior professional billiards 
championship. Despite Joe's reser¬ 
vations. Fred not only entered but 
won the event on all three of the 
occasions it was held. 

There were limited opportunities 
for club exhibitions in those early 
days and £1 was the fee for his first 
With professional billiards disap¬ 
pearing from public view in tan¬ 
dem with the loss of its popularity, 
and being fast superseded try 
snooker, Davis was dose to the top 
of the three-ball game at just the 
wrong time. He did not surface 
again as a competitor until the 
1937 world professional snooker 
championship. 

By this time he was self-con¬ 
sciously trying to hide the fact that 
he was suffering from myopia. He 
could only led the time by the large 
dock which stood in fils billiard 
hall by standing directly beneath iL 
Therefore, he found peering at 
snooker balls a great deal harder 
still. Consequently, on his debut in 

FRED DAVIS 

the world championship he lost 17- 
14 in the first round to Bill Withers, 
a Welshman who had done little 
before and achieved little after¬ 
wards. Joe was so furious at this 
affront to family honour that he 
soundly berated Fred for losing. He 
punished Withers even more 
severely, crushing him in the next 
round 30-1. 

Fred overcame his shyness suffi- 
rientiy to consult an optician and 

eventually became the first profes¬ 
sional to play with the special 
swivel-jointed, bifocal spectacles 
which became the saviour of many 
a player with imperfect eyesight. 
His form improved rapidly and in 
1940 he reached the world snooker 
final, giving Joe his dosest-ever 
shave m the championship before 
being edged only 37-35. 

Fred, who had often been told by 
Joe that he would never beat him. 

was very near to doing so before the 
Army took him away for almost the 
whole of the Second World War. 

In the first postwar champion¬ 
ship Fred lost in the semi-final to 
Horace Lindrum, of Australia, but 
with Joe then retiring from champ¬ 
ionship {day. Fred was installed as 
strong favourite to overcome Wal¬ 
ter Donaldson in the 1947 final. But 
Donaldson, a dour Scot, had prac¬ 
tised for weeks on end to such a 

degree that he won the final and a 
surname other than Davis was 
inscribed on the trophy for the first 
time since it had been originally 
presented in 1927. 

Fred made amends in 1948 when 
he defeated Donaldson 84-61 in the 
final and repeated the victory again 
to capture the world title, over 
Donaldson, in 1949.1951.1952.1953 
and 1954. The last two of his eight 
world titles, in 1955 and 1956. came 
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with triumphs over John Pulman. 
In 1957. though, with only four 
competitors and little remunera¬ 
tion on offer. Davis did not enter 
the world championship. 

In 1958 the event went into 
abeyance. When it resumed in 1964, 
on a challenge basis, Davis was 
twice unsuccessful in regaining the 
trophy from Pulman and. by the 
time the championship was revived 
in a knockout format in 1969, his 
powers had declined. Even so. 
Davis had one starring role when 
snooker brake through as a main¬ 
stream television sport At the 
Crucible Theatre. Sheffield, in 197S 
he remarkably reached the semi¬ 
finals of the championship at the 
age of 64. 

In 1970 Davis suffered the first of 
two heart attacks. He had another 
in 1974 but still came back to reach 
that year’s world championship 
semi-final where he lost lo the 
eventual winner, Ray Reardon. 

In recognition of his services to 
snooker in this country, Davis was 
given the captaincy of the England 
team which competed in the 1979 
and 1980 World Team Cup. It was 
also in I960 that he finally fulfilled 
that great boyhood ambition when 
he challenged and beat Rex Wil¬ 
liams for the world billiards title. 

Davis continued to compete on 
the professional circuit until 1992. 
When he retired, aged 78. he was 
considered to be the oldest active 
professional sportsman in the 
world. In the years of semi- 
retirement he moved from his 
Stourport farm, where he oversaw 
rather than undertook the general 
work, to Denbigh in North Wales, 
dose to Llandudno where he had 
lived in the 1950s when his wife ran 
an hotel in the town. 

Davis died in his sleep after 
being admitted to hospital on 
Easter Monday following a fall 
which damaged his shoulder. His 
wife Sheila predeceased him. He is 
survived by two daughters. 

"a 
Trevor Motmd, CVO, 

OBE, diplomat died on 
Mardi22aged67. 
He was bom on 

July27.1930. 

TREVOR MOUND was a 
soldier and diplomat who 
believed in having fun while 
serving his country. His per¬ 
sonal style came to widest 
public attention with a BBC 
documentary in 1985. soot 

after he became the first 
British Consul-General in 
Shanghai since the Cultural 
Revolution. 

In the programme he ap¬ 
peared clad in a specially 
acquired Sherlock Holraes- 
style cape and deerstalker, 
and was driven around in a 
London taxi. The taxi was the. 
only car in which he could 
travel comfortably, because of 
an old bank injury, but he also 
wanted it — against Foreign 
Office opposition — so that 
everyone in Shanghai would 

3 recognise and respect his 
status. 

Trevor Ernest John Mound 
was born in Malvern, the son 
of a policeman. After the Royal 
Grammar School, Worcester, 
and Sandhurst he joined the 
Coldstream Guards and saw 
service in Malaya during the 
Emergency. Years later, dur¬ 
ing his first diplomatic posting 
in China, a senior Chinese 

TREVOR MOUND AHMED ALI 
official asked him when he 
had first done business with 
China. "Shooting communists 
m Malaya," he replied. This 
was hardly diplomatic, but it 
went down surprisingly well 
with the Chinese, whose old 
soldiers love to reminisce 
with friend or foe alike, partic¬ 
ularly over a glass of white 
spirits. 

After Malaya. Mound 
served with The Parachute 
Regiment in the Middle East, 
and it was there that he had 
the accident which damaged 
his back permanently. He 
pined the Diplomatic Service 
in 1967, and postings followed 
in Luxembourg, Calcutta and 
Beirut. He also had stints in 
London, where he had a par¬ 
ticularly distinguished record 
as Resident Clerk at the Fbr- 
eign Office. Before leaving for 
Beirut in 1976, knowing that 
no decevit dentist was likely to 
be available during a civil 
war, he had all his teeth 
extracted. 

Confronted by an officious 
checkpoint officer in Beirut 
once, he introduced himself 
and shook hands while swiftly 
removing the revolver from 
the officer's holster. He then 
flamboyantly emptied the car¬ 
tridges, and as he and his 
colleague drove through the 
checkpoint, he said: “He was a 
horrible little man, but I hope 

he doesn’t try to defend him¬ 
self with that" There in hisi 
hand was the firing pin. 

Eventually, at the height of 
the fighting, it was Mound’s 
job to close down the Embas¬ 
sy. Instructed by London to 
follow the procedure laid out 
in the Foreign Office manual, 
he telegraphed back that he 

had already shredded the 
manual. 

In 1978, as China began to 
open itself to foreign trade. 
Mound went to Beijing as 
Commercial Counsellor, and 
his easy and hospitable man¬ 
ner with both pioneering Brit¬ 
ish businessmen and cautious 
Chinese officials helped to 

restart trade between the two 
nations. He had learnt Chi¬ 
nese In the Army, and his 
fondness for obscure Chinese 
proverbs helped him to win 
his hosts' appreciation. 

After two tedious years in 
Oslo he returned to Chinese 
affairs in 1984, first as part of 
the Fbreign Office team han¬ 
dling the negotiations over 
Hong Kong. Hie Chinese 
eventually agreed to Shang¬ 
hai's reopening in 1985. There 
Mound had frequent dealings 
with the then Mayor, Jiang 
Zemin, now President of 
China. 

But tiie high point of his 
duties was the organisation of 
the very successful Shanghai 
leg of the Queen's stale visit to 
China in 1986. Only in Shang¬ 
hai was the Queen met by 
cheering crowds. Princess 
Margaret also visited Shang¬ 
hai, and she was so taken with 
Mound's unique and imagina¬ 
tive style that she promised to 
visit him in his next post; she 
did so, in Marseilles, a few 
years later. 

Trevor Mound always in¬ 
spired loyally and enthusiasm 
in his staff, British and local. 
In Shanghai a reluctant for¬ 
mer steelworker was perverse¬ 
ly assisted by the authorities 
to be his cook and borlerman. 
Within days the tyro was not 
only producing excellent 

corned beef hash, but also 
giving the Consul-General 
vigorous back massages. 

Mound’s last diplomatic 
post was as Consul-General in 
Marseilles, once again with a 
London taxi and a wardrobe 
which made it impossible for 
any Frenchman in the area 
not to know who was repre¬ 
senting Britain. 

When tiie BBC interviewed 
him in Shanghai in 1985, 
Mound said that, when he 
retired, he thought he would 
make rather a good butler for 
an elderly millionairess in Bel 
Air. He certainly had the 
ramrod deportment and 
courtly manners for such a 
calling, but in the event he 
retina to Bath, and the 
nearest he came to butting was 
to enlist with a friend’s escort 
agency as a dinner companion 
for businesswomen visiting 
the dty. An interview on 
Woman's Hour about his ap¬ 
proach to these escort duties 
was a tour de force, not least 
since he felt it would be wrong 
to spoil his listeners' pleasure 
by revealing that at the time of 
the broadcast he had not yet 
been sent any clients. 

He was married only twice, 
but a bevy of glamorous lady 
admirers would have been 
able to provide him with 
glowing references for the job. 

He is survived by two sons. 

Ahmed Ali. Deputy 
Director United 

Kingdom Immigrants 
Advisory Service. 1974-79. 

died in Stockport on 
March 19 aged 86. He 

was born on 
December 12,1911. 

SUCCESSIVELY barrister, 
diplomat and immigration 
counsellor in a career which 
had begun in the service of the 
Government of India during 

' the Second World War, Ah¬ 
med Ali opened UKIAS’s of¬ 
fice in Manchester and did a 
great deal to help the 

•Bangladeshi community in 
the North West of England, as 
well as members of other 
Asian communities. He had 
previously practised law in 
India and then, after Partition, 
became a diplomat for Paki¬ 
stan. • 

Ahmed Ali was bom in 
Chandpur. then in the eastern 
part of tiie Bengal province of 
India, now in Bangladesh. He 
took a.BA in economics at 
Calcutta University and fol¬ 
lowed it with a law degree at 
Aligarh before coming to 
London where he was called to 
the Bar by the Middle Temple 
in 1944. Returning to India in 
April 1944, he was in govern¬ 
ment service as. successively. 
Assistant Shipping Master for 
Calcutta and Seamen's Wel¬ 

fare Officer for the port. 
Rom October 1944 he prac¬ 

tised in the Calcutta and Sind 
High Courts until, in 1950. his 
career changed direction and 
he became a diplomat for the 
nascent Pakistan, to which his 
birthplace had been trans¬ 
ferred on Partition in 1947. 
Over the next 17 years his- 

diplomatic postings included 
those of first Secretary in the 
Pakistan High Commission in 
London, Consul-General of 
Pakistan in New York and 
Deputy Permanent Represen¬ 
tative of Pakistan at the United 
Nations in New York. 

In 1967 his career took a 
further new direction when he 

and his family moved to 
London. He retained business 
interests in Dhaka and was 
very much to and fro between 
London and Pakistan for the 
next few years; but in 1970 he 
joined the United Kingdom 
Immigrants Advisory Service 
(since 1993 the Immigration 
Advisory Service) as a counsel¬ 
lor. Based at Dover Castle, he 
advised a wide range of immi¬ 
grants, overseas students and 
foreign visitors to the United 
Kingdom, also representing 
immigrants at tribunal hear¬ 
ings. Asked by the UKIAS to 
open an office for the North 
West of England, he went to 
Manchester to begin his long 
association with the city’s 
Asian community. Even when 
appointed deputy director of 
UKIAS — a London-based 
post—in 1974. he continued to 
live in Stockport and became a 
weekly commuter. 

He regarded counselling as 
a round-the-clock job. often 
giving his home telephone 
number to those requiring 
continuing advice and sup¬ 
port After his retirement he 
continued to take temporary 
assignments from the Immigra¬ 
tion Service. 

He is survived by his second 
wife Joan, whom he married 
in 1944. and by their son. The 
son of his first marriage 
predeceased him. 

Helen Jenkins, television 
producer, died from 

breast cancer on April 6 
aged 52. She was born on 

March 19.1946. 

Si HELEN JENKINS was the 
epitome of the no-nonsense, 
behind-the-scenes-journalist 
who stood for what was the 
best in BBC programme-mak¬ 
ing. From 1971 until illness 
forced her early retirement 25 
years later, she worked as a 
producer for virtually all the 
mainstream television current 
affairs programmes, includ¬ 
ing Tonight, Nationwide, The 
Money Programme. News- 
night^ Panorama, Assignment 
anti latterly. Correspondent. 

The producer's often un- 
■ sung role in current affairs is 

to organise and direct the 
filming of the report through 
to its on-screen completion; at 
its best, as it often was with 
Jenkins, it is a splendid team 

M effort, marrying the skills of 
reporters, presenters, camera 
crew and film editors; at its 
more trying it is crisis man- 

• agement, ensuring that the 
presenter, even if incapable, at 
least looks good — and Jen- 

■ kins could carry that off, too, 
with determination, and not a 
little scorn. 

She made films all over the 
world, but notably about its 
troublespots. She filmed in 

■ Indonesia on East Timor, on 
the Ayudha temple crisis in 
India and, above all. covered 
the fearful scenes at the Sabra 
and Chatilla refugee camps as 
Palestinians were massacred 
by Christian militia while 

» Israeli forces looked on. Al- 
r though she was fascinated by 

the Middle East and admired 
Arab peoples and Israelis 

HELEN JENKINS 
alike, that episode tested her 
faith in the Jewish state; 
during the Gulf War, howev¬ 
er, she was fearlessly back 
there, filming the effects of the 
Iraqi Scud missile attacks. 

Born in Newbridge, Mon¬ 
mouthshire. the second, 
daughter of the local head¬ 
master and his 44-year-old 
wife. Helen was always proud 
of her Welshness. although 
never a nationalist She was 
educated at the local grammar 

school, and read English and 
history at the then University 
College of Nortii Stafford¬ 
shire. There she edited the 
student newspaper, and in 
1968 she gained a Thomson 
graduate traineeship orithe 
South Wales Echo in Cardiff. 

A true child of the Sixties, 
she went from a vacation job 
in New York to the anti- 
Vietnam War protests at the 
1968 Democratic Convention 
in Chicago, and reported viv¬ 

idly on the police beating of 
the protesters at the behest of 
Mayor Daley. This won her 
front-page bylines before even 
her first day in the office. 

Her television career blos¬ 
somed in the 1970s and 1980s. 
She started out with BBC 
Manchester, and by 1975 she 
had begun her mainstream 
career at BBC TV’s old Lime 
Grove studios in London. For 
the next 12 years the BBC'S 
current affairs TV pro¬ 
grammes were at the centre of 
political turbulence, increas¬ 
ingly so during the Thatcher 
years. Jenkins, although a 
radical, put her journalistic 
integrity first She was fiercely 
independent had no time for 
the posturings of the far Left, 
and at the outset of the Tory 
hegemony did not bother to 
hide her admiration for the 
new Prime Minister. 

But Margaret Thatchers 
war on the BBC changed all 
that and Jenkins spent much 
of the rest of her off-screen 
career fighting what was per¬ 
haps a losing battle in defence 
of quality programmes. She 
had as many as 23 editors in 
her career, which may have 
been because some of them 
could not stomach her outspo¬ 
ken independence. 

When the BBC reforms 
aping the Tories’ artificial 
market were introduced under 
John Birrs director-general¬ 
ship, Jenkins made dear that 
the combination of in-in¬ 
formed and sometimes in com¬ 
petent managers with spine¬ 
less editors was not to her 
taste. Work was now going to 
the lowest tender, often out¬ 
side the BBC. Jenkins knew 
the value of the team efforts 
she was involved in, and 

regretted the loss of talent and 
camaraderie that she consid¬ 
ered inevitable wh^n in-house 
teams were broken up. She 
was deeply concerned about 
the eroding of production val¬ 
ues that all too often ensued. 

She stuck to her guns, 
fighting on the inside to main¬ 
tain what was best She was 
for a while a local branch 
officer in the National Union 
of Journalists, and while de¬ 
spising union fantasies she 
astutely led journalists’ pro¬ 
tests against insensitive man¬ 
agement. Most notably, she 
admired and supported Mark 
Hilly's attempt to defend the 
World Service. 

She kept part of her life 
very private. Her marriage 
ended in separation, but such 
was her kindness that until 
recently her former husband 
lived on in her commune-style 
home in West London. A by¬ 
word for casualness in dress, 
she also took in strays, both 
human and animal: many 
who were homeless have her 
to thank for giving them a 
chance. Her circle of friends 
was huge and international, 
and included the most humble 
as well as statesmen such as 
Eduard Shevardnadze. 

She drew enormous plea¬ 
sure from sailing (and restor¬ 
ing) her boat Eridani with her 
long-time partner, David 
Gwyn Jones, who survives 
her. She treated her illness 
with wry humour and scorn, 
but dismissed as a dichi tiie 
idea that she “battled" against 
iL “You do what the doctors 
tell you," she told her sister 
Bronwen James, whose novel 
Ditys at Large catches much of 
the character of this larger 
than life and vibrant woman. 

MILESTONES 

Sir lan MacGregor, 
former chairman of 
British Steel and of the 
National Coal Board, 
died on April 13 aged 85. 
He was born on 
September 2L 1912. 

AS chairman of the Coal 
Board, Ian MacGregor de¬ 
feated Arthur Scargill and 
the miners in 1985, after the 
year-long pit strike, so dem¬ 
onstrating that Margaret 
Thatcher was right in claim¬ 
ing that she had come to 
power to "change every¬ 
thing". Although a Scot. 
MacGregor had gone to 
North America during the 
war as part of the team 
procuring heavy armaments, 
and stayed there to build a 
reputation as one of Ameri¬ 
ca’s outstanding salesmen 
and pragmatic managers. In 
the 1970s he introduced some 
market realism to British 
Leyland, before being made 
chairman of British Steel by 
Mrs Thatcher. His success in 
turning around that levia¬ 
than led to his appointment 

as chairman of the Coal 
Board in 1983, at the age of 71. 
Confrontation with the min¬ 
ers was widely anticipated, 
but MacGregor prudently 
built up coal stocks in ad¬ 
vance so as to avoid the kind 
of humiliation suffered by 
Edward Heath — and. in¬ 
deed, by the Thatcher Gov¬ 
ernment in 1981. 

Obituary published on 
April 14. 

Dorothy Squires, 
popular singer, died on 
April 14 aged S3. She 
was bom on March 25,1915. 

The daughter of a Welsh 
steelworker. Dorothy 
Squires made her London 
debut at 20 and first sang on 
the wireless at 21. She en¬ 
chanted the composer Billy 
Reid, who was 12 years her 
senior. He wrote a string of 
hits for her, beginning with 
Coming Home, as well as 
living with her in tempestu¬ 
ous sin. Butin 1952, when she 
was topping the bill aross the 
country, she met Roger 

Moore, 12 years her junior, 
who left his wife and eventu¬ 
ally married her. They both 
worked in Hollywood, but in 
1961 Moore left her for an 
Italian actress, and Squires’s 
world fell apart. Though she 
enjoyed many further suc¬ 
cesses, she became a persis¬ 
tent litigant. She twice won 
damages from the News of 
the World, but lost a much 
larger fortune in other cases 
and was declared bankrupt, 
ending her days as a recluse. 

Obituary published on 
April IS. 

Pol Pot, leader of the 
Khmer Rouge and dictator 
of Cambodia. 1975-78, 
died on April IS, apparently 
in his seventies. 

One of the most brutal rulers 
of the century. Pol Pot is 
believed to have been respon¬ 
sible for more than a million 
deaths. During his period as 
dictator of Cambodia, he 
executed all who dared to 
oppose him. and killed thou¬ 
sands more in Stalinist 
purges and through his piti¬ 
less policies of revolutionary 
Marxism. In 1978 he invaded 
neighbouring Vietnam, and 
the following year the Viet¬ 
namese occupied Cambodia, 
ousting Pol POt and installing 
a new communist regime. 
Although his Khmer Rouge 
forces continued their guer¬ 
rilla war during the 1960s. he 
was gradually pushed back 
into the upland jungles 
where he died in uncertain 
circumstances. 

Obituary published on 
April 17. 

Sir Ronald Millar, 
playwright and 
speech-writer, died on 
April 15 aged 78. He was 
born on November 12, 
1919. 

Having first made his name 
as a screenwriter and 
dramatist, Ronnie Millar 
helped to write the script for 
Thatcherism. He wrote ten 
scripts for Edward Heath 
and broadcast an attack on 
Harold Wilson in 1970, but 
did not join the Conservative 
Party’s inner circle until 
Margaret Thatcher became 
leader in 1975. He helped to 
write many of her conference 
speeches, and his strength of 
mind had an influence on 
policy, too. In 1980 he helped 
to set the tone for her ad¬ 
ministration with the words 
“the lady’s not for turning". 
He also served as a speech- 
writer to John Major, but 
despite adding some populist 
touches, the same magic did 
not work twice. 

Obituary published on 
April 17. 
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Energy 
boost as 
Texas 
bid is 

cleared 
By Christine Buckley 

INDUSTRIAL 
CORRESPONDENT 

BID FEVER returned to 
The Energy Group shares 
yesterday after Margaret 
Beckett President of the 
Board of Trade, cleared 
the way for the £4.4S 
billion offer from Texas 
Utilities, the US Group. 

Gearance of the offer, 
which had not been expect' 
ed until next week, pushed 
shares in Energy beyond 
Texas's 840p-a-share offer 
as the market braced itself 
for a possible return by 
PacifiCorp, the US utility, 
which fast bid 820p a share. 
Shares in Energy, which 
owns Eastern Electricity in 
the UK and the US’s Pea¬ 
body Coal, rose 8p to 852p. 

PacifiCorp was last night 
considering its position but 
saying little about the clear¬ 
ance of the Texas offer. 
PacifiCorp had mounted a 
strong campaign, urging 
referral of die Texas bid to 
the Monopolies and Merg¬ 
ers Commission. Parifi- 
Corp's first offer for Energy 
bad been referred by Mrs 
Beckett last year. 

Mrs Beckett said: “I have 
said that my general policy 
is that I will refer mergers 
primarily on competition 
grounds, but where impor¬ 
tant regulatory issues are 
raised I may decide that a 
reference is warranted." 

Energy has not recom¬ 
mended either the offer 
from Texas or that from 
PacifiCorp to shareholders. 
Yesterday it said it would 
advise investors as soon as 
possible. 

Erie Nye. chairman and 
chief executive of Texas, 
said he was “delighted” by 
the announcement and 
confident the remaining 
requirement of clearance 
from US authorities for the 
sale of Peabody Coal would 
soon be granted. 

Texas promised ■ Mrs 
Beckett that the finances of 
Energy would be ring- 
fenced after demands from 
the electricity regulator and 
the Office of Fair Trading. 
There bad been concerns 
that a new company could 
sap Energy of cash if suffi¬ 
cient restrictions were not 
put in place. 

Malaysians to inject 
£43.7m into Ashley 

By Sarah Cunningham and Fraser Nelson 

LAURA ASHLEY, the dis¬ 
aster prone retailer, has been 
bailed out by a Malaysian 
industrial conglomerate. 

Malayan United Industries 
is proposing 10 put £43.7 
million into the company at 
28p per newly issued share — 
7’2p below yesterday’s closing 
share, price. It will become the 
largest shareholder with a 40 
per cent stake. 

Laura Ashley, which parted 
company late last year with 
Ann Iverson, its high-profile 
American chief executive, said 
that if shareholders did nor 
agree to the deal, and no other 
backers were found. talks 
would have to be held with the 
group’s banks about its future. 

As part of the deal, a MU1 
executive, Victoria Egan, will 
become deputy chief executive 
of the group, while another. 

Paul Ng. will be made presi¬ 
dent of the American opera¬ 
tions, the worst performing 
part of the business. Two other 
Mill bosses become non-exec¬ 
utive directors. 

Laura Ashley said yesterday 
that it lost £493 million after 
tax and exceptional Hems in die 
year to January 31, compared 
with a £163 million profit. 
Sales in the first ten weeks of 
this year have plunged a far¬ 
ther 14 per cent and analysts 
are not expecting the group to 
make a profit again until 2001. 

David Hoare, Ms Iverson’s 
replacement, said that the 
company would be changing 
its look in order to appeal to 30 
to 50-year-olds rather than the 
15-25-year-olds, who were un¬ 
successfully targeted by his 
predecessor. The new range 
will look more like the flowery 
creations that made Laura 

Ashley such a huge success in 
the 1970s: “We need to focus on 
the quimessentiajjy English 
country look, and towards a 
section of the market that is 
less competitive than the very 
fast moving youth retailing 
market." Mr Hoare said. 

Once the new shares are 
issued. Sir Bernard Ashley, 
widower of Laura and co¬ 
founder of the group, will see 
his stake reduced from 35 to 21 
per cent. He and his son. the 
designer Nick Ashley, became 
heavily involved in the day-to- 
day running of the company in 
the last days of Ms Iverson, but 
have since taken a back seat 

Jusco. the Japanese retailer, 
will see its stake reduced from 
15 per cent to 9 per cent. 

Mr Hoare said he did not 
wish to criticise Ms Iverson, 
who left the company with a 
£450,000 pay-off. But he said 
that die expansion in Che US— 
the cornerstone of her strategy 
— had been badly handled. 
“We have clearly mismanaged 
our business.” he said. 

The company is planning to 
close six of its 32 larger stores 
in the US. The exercise will 
cost about £20 million of the 
MU1 investment A farther 
£63 mDlion will be invested in 
the UK and continental 
Europe and the remaining 
E173 million will be used to 
repay some bank debts. 

MUI, which is mostly 
known for its concrete-making 
business, is itself under some 
financial pressure. Its shares, 
which trade on the Kuala 
Lumpur stock exchange, have 
lost 66 per cent of their value 
over the past 12 months. 

It has diverse investments 
which are a legacy of Asia’s 
property boom, where it made 
its money. It ploughed spare 
cash into investments ranging 
from Regal Hotels to die 
South China Morning Post. 

Commentary, page 29 
Hot Seat page 30 Laura Ashley's popular English country look of the Seventies is likely to make a comeback 

Lonrho’s 
buyback 

faces 
challenge 
from US 

By Jason Nissfc 

LONRHO. the controversial 
conglomerate, is to face a 
challenge to the validity of the 
shareholders* meeting that 
allowed it to buy back a 21 per 
cent stake in the company 
from Anglo American, the 
South African mining group. 

Global Strategic Manage¬ 
ment a fund manager in 
Annapolis. Maryland, has con¬ 
tacted the Stock Exchange to 
say that it did not receive proxy 
forms before this month’s ex¬ 
traordinary general meeting. 

The fund manager, which 
owns 900.000 shares and has 
been a shareholder for some 
years, says it wanted to oppose 
die deal, which saw Lonrho 
pay more than £350 million for 
the stake and a South African 
coal mining business. 

Adrian Day. president of 
Global, said the group did not 
receive a proxy form to vote its 
shares and contacted lomho 
and its registrars on the matter. 
Both said all proxy forms were 
sent out correctly. 

Globa] then contacted the 
Stock Exchange, claiming the 
EGM was incorrectly run, and 
asking for the vote to be 
declared void. The Exchange 
said it would investigate. 

Yesterday Lonrho claimed 
that Global was a shareholder 
through a nominee company 
that had been sent the proxy 
forms correctly. 

The EGM has already been 
dogged with controversy be¬ 
cause Anglo sold 40 million 
shares to its financial adviser. 
SBC Warburg Dillon Read, the 
night before the meeting. War¬ 
burg voted the shares in favour 
of the buyback, then sold them 
two working days later to make 
an £800.000 profit 

The vote to approve the 
buyback was narrowly ap¬ 
proved by shareholders. Many 
expressed anger about the An¬ 
glo-War burg deal. 

CPS drops case against duo behind CWS bid 
By Sarah Cunningham 

THE Crown Prosecution Service has 
decided not to take action against 
Andrew Regan and David Lyons, the 
pair behind last year's aborted £13 
billion bid for. the Cooperative 
Wholesale Society, of against Allan 

Green, a former CWS executive who 
aided them. 

The CPS took over the case, which 
was launched as a private prosecu¬ 
tion by the Manchester-based CWS, 
last June. The CWS alleged that Mr 
Regan and Mr Lyons had accepted 
confidential company documents 

passed to them by Mr Green. A video 
of a clandestine meeting in a home 
counties car park was played in court 
during the bid battle. 

In August, the CPS said it would 
discontinue the prosecution to allow 
police investigations to continue. The 
whole matter has now been dropped 

because independent counsel advised 
it that there was not enough evidence. 

A Serious Fraud Office investiga¬ 
tion into a contract between the CWS 
and a company previously controlled 
by Mr Regan is still continuing. The 
Securities and Futures Authority is 
also continuing its investigation into 

three directors of corporate finance at 
Hambros. the merchant bank which 
advised on the CWS bid. 

Lanica Trust Mr Regan and Mr 
Lyons' investment vehicle, issued a 
statement yesterday, saying: “The 
company is pleased, but not sur¬ 
prised, by today's announcement." 
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Hinchliffe’s 
estate deal 
faces threat 

By Jason Nissk 

THE takeover of Knpydart 
Peninsula, owner of the 16.000- 
acre Knpydart estate in the 
west of Scotland, by Stephen 
Hinchliffe and Christopher 
Harrison, the controversial 
Sheffield businessmen, may 
be threatened by legal action 
from a former owner. 

Philip Rhodes, a property 
developer who sold the estate 
to Titaghur. a Dundee jute 
company that then sold it to 
the pair, says that he has an 
arrestment on the property 
because he is owed £200,000 
by Titaghur. “This sale is in 
breach of the arrestment." said 
Mr Rhodes. “My lawyers ad¬ 
vise me that 1 can either sue for 
damages or apply to revoke 
the deal that has been done." 

The Serious Fraud Office is 
studying the collapse of Facia, 
the retail group that Mr Hinch¬ 
liffe and Mr Harrison ran. 

Fifield picks up £ 12.5m 
payoff on resignation 

By Chr/s Ayres 

M FIFIELD resigned as 
esident and chief executive 
EMI Music yesterday tak- 

g with him nearly £125 
ilklon in compensation and 
nion contributions. 
Although the payoff is less 
an die E30 million received 
Charles Koppelman when 
resigned as head of EMI* 

jrth American operations it 
still expected to cause out- 
ge among institutional in¬ 
store. However. EMI is 
ping that Mr Fifield*s de- 
rture will lift the cloud thar 
s hung over the company 
ice February, when Mr 
5eld was turned down for 
> job of group chief 

Fifield: caused outrage 

executive.Yesterday, its shares 
slid I7p to 465*2p. 

In spile of growing internal 
frustration with his manage¬ 

ment, Sir Colin Southgate, 
who also recently appointed 
chairman of the Royal Opera 
House, will remain executive 
chairman. 

Martin Bandier, chief exec¬ 
utive of EMI Music Publish¬ 
ing and Ken Berry, chief 
executive of EMI Recorded 
Music, will both be given seats 
on the board. Simon Duffy, 
finance director, will become 
executive joint deputy chair¬ 
man with Sir Peter Walters, 
who is non-executive. 

Mr Fifield is entitled to 
release share options and 
awards that he has earned 
over recent years, although 
many of these are worthless, 
such as share options taken 
out at more than 740p. 

United’s Hollick 
clocks up £2.5m 

By Jason NissB 

LORD HOLLICK, the Labour 
peer, received E2J57 mDlion in 
pay, share options and long¬ 
term incentive bonuses as 
chief executive of United News 
& Mafia last year. 

Lord Hollick, who is. a 
special adviser to Margaret 
Beckett, President of the Board 
of Trade, received a basic 
salary of £388,000, and this 
was boosted by a bonus of 
£264,000, pains on share op¬ 
tions exercised during the year 
of El 51 mDlion and £397,000 
of shares awarded under the 
senior executive equity partici¬ 
pation (SEEP) scheme. 

A company spokesman said 
that the options had to be exer¬ 

cised during the year or they 
would have expired and that 
the SEEP award could not be 
taken up for three years and 
depended on United achieving 
certain performance targets. 

United’S annual report, 
published yesterday, also 
discloses that the group paid 
David Arculus. the executive 
who recently resigned to lead 
the rPC Magazines buyout. 
£345.000 last year. Stephen 
Grabber, the head of Express 
Newspapers, who is currently 
in a legal dispute with United 
over whether he can leave to 
join British Digital Broadcast¬ 
ing, received £365,000. includ¬ 
ing a bonus of £100,000. 

t was a week for greeting 
old friends. The emotion- 

_ charged names of West- 
nd and Astra flitted across 
e City landscape, as stock 
arkets paused for breath, 
le Easter flooding left hi¬ 
rers running scared- But 
tseasonal snow and rain 
is as nothing next to the 
vindal tide engulfing 
nerica’s banks. 
Last week’s $166 billion 
38 billion) tie-up between 
tioorp and Travelers 
roup was soon to lose its 
ace in the sun. On Mon¬ 
ty. BankAmerica and 
itionsBank unveiled a 
fgadeal of their own — a 
33 billion merger aimed at 
siting America's first nat- 
lal high street bank. The 
mbined group. BankAm¬ 

erica. will have assets of $570 
billion, easily surpassing 
Chase Manhattan as the 
biggest US bank. 

just hours earlier, two 
Midwest banking powers. 
Banc One and First Chicago 
NBD. announced a $72 bil¬ 
lion merger. Bid speculation 
continues to swirl around 
UK players including HSBC 
owner of M idlsnrf Bank, and 
that old favourite. Standard 
Chartered . 

jt was also the week in 
which Michael Heseltine fi¬ 
nally got to thumb his nose at 
his former Cabinet col¬ 
leagues — even if 12 years too 
late. Westland, based in 
YeoviL Somerset said it was 
teaming up with Agusta, the 
Italian helicopter manufac¬ 
turer. This was just the sort 

of European defence alliance 
championed by Heseltine ail 
those years ago. 

Westland's parent. GKN. 
is discussing the mechanics 
of the deal with Finmeccan¬ 
ica, the Italian state-owned 
industrial conglomerate 
which owns Agusta. 

Margaret Beckett the 
President of the Board of 
TYade. said she was drop¬ 
ping disqualification pro¬ 
ceedings against four former 
directors of Astra Holdings, 
the company at the centre of 
the arms-to-Iran affair. Ger¬ 
ald James. John Anderson, 
Christopher Gumbiey and 
James Miller faced being 
barred from the boardroom 
for up to 15 years. 

The Serious Fraud Office 
said it was investigating alle¬ 

gations of false accounting at 
Azlan. the struggling com¬ 
puter products group. The 
inquiry focuses on the ac¬ 
counts for the year to-end 
April 1997. in which profits 
appeared to have been over¬ 
stated by nearly £30 million. 
Former executives and em¬ 
ployees have some explain¬ 
ing to do. 

Nick Rally, the chairman 
of VauxhaQ Motors, caused a 
stir, when he said he would 
forgo his £160.000 salary for 
a year if unions agreed a pay 
and productivity deal. Giv¬ 
ing up his salary altogether is 
Bob Crandall union-busting 
boss of American Airlines, 
who retires next month with 
the alliance with British Air¬ 
ways still glued to the run¬ 
way. Crandall 62, has been 

campaigning hard for the 
alliance with Bob Ayling, his 
BA counterpart 

The National Lottery pro¬ 
duced another ripping yam 
— this time courtesy of the 
Post Office, which was said 
to be plotting to snatch the 
lottery licence in a joint bid 
with Littlewoods. The licence 
comes up for renewal in 2001. 
The Post Office denied hold¬ 
ing talks with Littlewoods. 

The Association of British 
Insurers put the cost of foe 
weekend flooding at about 
£500 million. Whae nothing 
like the £1.5 billion toll of the 
1987 storms, it could be just 
the excuse for another rise in 
insurance premiums. Some¬ 
one has to pay. 
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PowerGen 
may face 
action on 
closures 

By Christine Buckley 
INDUSTRIAL 

CORRESPONDENT 

POWERGEN, the third 
biggest generator, could 
face action over a possible 
licence breach as it and 
National Power yesterday 
came under fire for power 

i station closures. 
Stephen Littlechild, the 

electricity regulator, is 
worried that the two main 
Coal-burning generators 
are trying to keep their 
market dominance by not 
selling power stations they 
no longer want Instead 
they are dosing units with¬ 
in power stations and then 
arguing that it is difficult 
to sell or lease a unit to a 
competitor. 

Professor Littlechild told 
PowerGen that a four-day 
“quickie” closure of pan of 
a coal-fired power station 
seemed to “constitute a 
breach of its licence" 
because it had not provid¬ 
ed six months' warning. 

He has demanded assur¬ 
ances from both generators 
that they are open to serious 
commensal offers io run old 
coal station units. Both 
Coal Pro. the UK organis¬ 
ation for coal producers, 
and RJB Mining have ex¬ 
pressed interests in lease 
operations for the station 
units. But they are thought 
to have believed the price 
too high and conditions too 
restrictive. The generators 
have said that they have not 
had serious offers. One in¬ 
sider said there had been a 
“surprising lack of interest". 

Professor Littlechild has 
ordered the generators to 
keep maintaining two fur¬ 
ther units that were dosed 
last month in case they 
could be sold. 

Professor Littlechiki's 
comments followed a re¬ 
port by an independent 
assessor into the dosure. 
announced last year, of 
four units within three 
coal stations. The assessor 
said: “The dosure of some 
but not all units at a station 
could reflect a reluctance 
by Incumbent generators 
to relinquish daims to 
existing power station sites 
in order to retain their 
market position." 

Fast movers: Daniel Hodson said Uffe’s full-scale screen trading might be extended “significantly earlier*’ than planned 

Liffe seeks chairman 
as reform gathers pace 

By Graham Searjeant, financial editor 

THE London International 
Financial Furures and Op¬ 
tions Exchange (Liffe) is com¬ 
ing under strong pressure to 
bring in new screen-based 
trading systems faster after its 
215 members voted over¬ 
whelmingly for the first stage 
of a rolling reform pro¬ 
gramme and triggered a rapid 
search for a new chairman. 

Daniel Hodson, Liffe's chief 
executive, said that full-scale 
screen trading might be ex¬ 
tended “significantly earlier" 

than originally planned. 
Members might also want a 
stop-gap measure, extending 
the use of APT, a screen- 
trading system presently used 
for out-of-hours trade. 

Under a schedule agreed last 
month, an advanced system 
being developed by die ex¬ 
change would be ready to 
handle any of its business by 
the last quarter of 1999. Some 
Liffe traders fear that continen¬ 
tal exchanges could gain a lead 
in new euro contracts by trad¬ 

ing on-screen from the start of 
the euro in January. Frankfurt 
has already seized the busi¬ 
ness in .German bond futures. 

Aside from hoping that this 
Connect 99 system can be 
speeded up, die board is 
looking at other options. These 
include adapting one of two 
advanced systems already in 
use on the Stockholm and 
Paris derivatives exhanges. 

Hitherto. Liffe has argued 
that it would take just as long 
to adapt an off-the-shelf sys- 

Colquhoun payoff revealed 
By Robert Bruce 

ANDREW COLQUHOUN. 
whose contract as chief execu¬ 
tive of Britain's biggest 
accounting body was termi¬ 
nated last October, has re¬ 
ceived a payoff of £167,000 as 
well as a considerably en¬ 
hanced pension provision. 

The annual report and ac¬ 
counts of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants in 
England and Wales are 

expected to reveal that, when 
added to his salary of EI2&804. 
Mr Colquhoun last year re¬ 
ceived E295.804. The report 
will be sent to members in two 
week’s time. 

it has also been agreed that 
Mr Colquhoun’s pension enti¬ 
tlement. which would have 
brought him £30487 per 
annum at age 62. will be 
available earlier and that the 

sliding scale that would have 
lowered the payout in the case 
of early retirement wfll be 
reduced in his case. The 
institute's pension scheme 
normally reduces pension en¬ 
titlement by 3 per cent a year 
on early retirement, which can 
be taken at age 52 onwards. 
Mr Colquhoun is 48. 

The maximum enhance¬ 
ment would be £194,600. Commentary, page 29 

UniChem 
plans UK 
expansion 

By Fraser Nelson 

Today The Times offers every 

reader the chance to enjoy a 
FREE tennis session at one of more 
than 70 independent clubs across the 
country. The offer, which entitles you 
and a partner to FREE use of a 
tennis court for up to an hour, could 

save you as much as £15 and is valid 
until Saturday May 30,1998. A full 
list of participating clubs, many 
normally open only to members, 
appeared on Monday. You can choose 
from both grass and day courts. 

HOWTO APPLY 
Book your session in advance with 
your chosen club and attach three 
differently numbered tokens 
published in The Times this week, 
plus the token in tomorrow’s Style 
section of The Sunday Times, to the 
voucher, below. Present the voucher 
and tokens at the club on the day of 
your visit 

■M 
ixmi/ ■ 1 
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THE TIMES FREE TENNIS VOUCHER 

To qualify for your free tennis session, valid 
for up to one hour, present this voucher, 
with three tokens from The Times and one 
token from The Sunday Times attached. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 1 Your free visit must 
be booked in advance by telephone directly with 
one of the parttopaling dubs quoting The Times 
offer, z Each voucher is only valid for two people 
making one free visit. 3 No photocopies of tokens 
or vouchers vrili be accepted. 4 The offer ts valid 
until Saturday May 30.1990. and is subject to 
avaJlablBty. 5 The offer cannot be used in 
conjunction with any other offer and entitles you to 
one visit to the efub only. 6 Check at the time of 
booking exactly what is included in the offer as 

|THE4&^nMES i maTv^k!"* 

FREE TENNIS 
TOKEN 6 

may vary in 
duration. Doubles 
may be available 
at tiie club's 
discretion. 

BECKENHAM Beckenham Tennis & 

Cricket Club 0181-850 0268. 

BERKHAMSTED Berttiamsted LTC & 

Squash Racquets Club 01442 863393. 

BEXHILL-0N-SEA Cooden Beach Sports 

Club 01424 844810. BOGNOR REGIS 

Bognor LTC 01243 863695. BROMLEY 

Bromley LTC 0181-460 0936. 

CHICHESTER Chichester Lawn Tennis & 

Squash Club 01243 787269. CRAWLEY 

Copthome The Club 01342 715022. 

CROYDON Esporta Health & Racquets 

Club 0181 6811331. GRAVESEND 

Gravesham LTC 01474 535411. 

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD National & 

International Tennis Academy 01442 

230234. HORSHAM Comptons TC 

01403 263734. LEWES The Southdown 

Club 01273 480630. LONDON SE3 

Blackhead tc 0171-240 7206. 

LONDON SW13 Rocks Line TC 0181- 

876 8330. LONDON W2 Carlton Tennis 

& Health Club 0171-2861985. 

LONDON m Acton LTC 0181-995 

6215. LONDON W10 Westway TC 

0181-969 0992. MAIDSTONE Axis 

Health & Fitness Club 01622 750007. 

NEWBURY Greenacre Leisure 01635 

41707. READING Hanover International 

Hotel & Club 0118-9591885. 

SLOUGH Slough TC 01753 875587. 

ST ALBANS St Albans LTC 01727 

839085. TUNBRIDGE WELLS Tunbtidge 

Wells LTC 01892 525625. 

WELWYN GARDEN C/TY PumaTC 

01707 331056. WEYBRiOGE 

St George’s Hill LTC 01932 843541. 

WORTHING The West Worthing Club 

01903247270. 

BASINGSTOKE Mannydown TC 01256 

780212. BATH Bate TC 0976 354854. 

BODMIN Dragon Leisure Centre 01208 

75715. LYMINGTON Lymlngton TC 

01590676236. RINGW00D 

St Leonards & St Ives TC 01202 

874150. SALISBURY Salisbury TC 

01722 415089. WESTON-SUPER- 

MARE Weston TC 01934 513447. 

ALLIANCE UNICHEM. the 
newly merged European 
drugs chain chaired by 
Kenneth Clarke MP, said 
yesterday it intends to aeqaire 
between 50 and 100 UK 
chemist shops this year. 

The company, formed in 
November by the merger 
between UniChem and Alli¬ 
ance Sante of Italy, intends to 
use its £136 mfllioo cash pDe 
for bolt-on acquisitions. 

Jeff Harris, chief executive, 
said: “We have a steady 
stream of pharmacies offering 
themselves to us for sale.” 

Mr Harris also derided 
Bools's £18 million acquisi¬ 
tion of Connors, the Irish 
chemist drain, saying that its 
rival had paid far too much. 

His comments came as the 
company revealed pre-tax 
profits of £592 million (£535 
million) over 1997. leaving 
earnings of 22Jp (202p) a 
share. It bought 66 pharmacies 
over the year, most of which 
became Moss Chemists. 

The results do not take into 
account any profit by Alliance 
Sante, which was integrated i 
on New Year's Eve. It made a 
profit of £23.4 million (£13 | 
million) after tax for the same | 
period. 

Tempus, page 30 

Nissan’s 
profits 
plunge 
by 80% 

By George Sivell 

tern to its existing systems for 
registering, processing and 
clearing trades. The operv 
architectured Connect system 
had been under development 
for more titan a year for use in 
trading individual share op¬ 
tions this November. 

When Liffe opted for gener¬ 
al screen-trading, it decided to 
build on the Connect project 
The APT system cannot be 
accessed more than about 25 
miles from its base. 

On a 75 per cent turnout all 
but two members voted to 
have an executive chairman 
paid fully by the exchange. 
This would raise costs at a 
time when Liffe is trying to 
economise. Previously, chair¬ 
men have come from trading 
firms and acted on a largely 
honorary basis. Jack Wiggles- 
worth is due to retire from the 
chair in mid-June after a 
three-year stint The next 
chairman wfll have a three- 
year contract and is likely to be 
paid at least £250.000 a year. 
Liffe, which has spent money 
on headhunters, has only nine 
weeks to fill the post 

Blackstone 
to sell 13 

US hotels 
By Dominic Walsh 

BLACKSTONE GROUP, the 
new American owner of the 
Savoy Group, is to sell its 13 
US hotels to Host Marriott for 
$1.78 billion (£1 trillion) in 
order to focus its resources on 
developing Savoy into an 
international chain. 

The investment group, 
which together with Colony 
Capital another US firm, paid 
£520 million for Savoy, is 
selling its other hotel assets in 
return for a 19 per cent stake in 
Host Marriott, owner of about 
100 hotels operated by Marri¬ 
ott International. The 13 prop¬ 
erties are managed by luxury 
operators such as Ritz-Carlton 
and Four Seasons. 

John Kukrai, senior manag¬ 
ing director of Blackstone. 
admitted that some of Grana¬ 
da’s remaining Forte Exclu¬ 
sive hotels, including the Ritz 
in Madrid and the Hotel de la 
Tremoille in Paris, worth a 
combined £57 million, were 
“the type of hotels we're inter¬ 
ested in", although he added: 
“We have not started any 
discussions yeL" 

Mr Kukrai, who hopes to tie i 
up at least one acquisition this i 
year, said Blackstone's long¬ 
term target was to add fire 
hotels in the US, seven or eight 
in Europe and an unspecified 
number in the Far East 

Counterpart workers 
fight to save factory 

BUSINESS ROUNDUP 

BT adds 800 staff to 
Dundee call centre 

NISSAN MOTOR CO suf¬ 
fered an 80 per cent plunge in 
profits las! year as a result of 
big losses on its securities 
holdings and sluggish car 
sales- 

The share losses arose from 
its membership of the Fuyo 
corporate group, which in¬ 
cludes ailing financial institu¬ 
tions such as Fuji Bank and 
Yasuda Trust & Banking, 
whose share prices tumbled 
over the past year. Members 
of Japan’s corporate groups 
often maintain sizeable hold¬ 
ings of each others shares in 
order to help to cement ties 
within the group. 

Yesterday the Japanese 
group revealed a fall to YI6 
billion (E72 million) in net 
profits in the year to March 31. 
The company had estimated a 
profit of Y55 billion. In the 
year to March 31 1997 Nissan 
enjoyed a net profit of Y51.4 
billion, its first venture into the 
black for five years thanks, in 
part, to the weakness of the 
yen against the dollar. The 
Nissan final dividend will be 
held at Y7, however, to add to 
the Y3 interim already paid. 

Nissan blamed the weak 
performance of the Tokyo 
stock market for appraisal 
losses of Y50.4 billion on its 
stock holdings. The car group 
also suffered from a decline in 
the Japanese vehicle market. 
In Europe Nissan says 
rationalisation efforts were 
bearing fruit but that in Amer¬ 
ica it suffered from a decrease 
in sales. 

Soot after Nissan’s an- : 
noun cement. Moody’s Inves¬ 
tors Service, the ratings i 
agency, said it had put Nissan 
and its affiliates under nega- I 
five review. In addition, i 
Moody’s will evaluate Nis- | 
San'S domestic market pos¬ 
ition and its competitive 
position in North America. 

Nissan's financial perfor¬ 
mance in North America, 
which has been an important 
contributor to earnings, wfll 
be reviewed, including the 
impact of the company's resid¬ 
ual and off-lease exposure. 

Nissan said that although it 
hoped new models scheduled 
for launch over the next year 
or so would help improve its 
performance, the irnntediale 
prospects remained less than 
rosy. The full-year results will 
be announced on May 27. 

BT CONNECTIONS in Business |CiB). a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of BT. is to create 800 new jobs in Dundee 
including 50 jobs under the Governments New Deal 
initiative The company’s new Eb million all centre ts to 
expand to conduct business from another 400 call-handling 

P°BTCiB employs 1.000 people in the city, including 220 staff 
at the centre positioned in the technology park. The staff 
handle a share-dealing and information service for Barclays 
Stockbrokers and the National Rail Enquiry Service. Doug 
Riley, a BT Scottish director, said Dundee had been chosen 
for expansion because of its existing high-quality workforce: 
“We have a highly-trained and motivated team and have 
developed a strong partnership with national and local 
agencies." Martin Togneri. director of Locate in Scotland, the 
country* inward investment agency, said: “It is excellent 
news and comes so quickly after BTs original decision to set 
up a cal! centre in the dty." Brian Wilson. Scottish Office 
industry minister, said: “This confirms our international 
reputation as a leading call-centre location within Europe." 

Bauman to get £225,000 
BOB BAUMAN, the deputy chairman of BTR who takes over 
as chairman of the rapidly changing engineering company at 
the annual meeting in May. wfll be paid a salary of £225.000. 
according to die annua) accounts. He intends to take around 
£100,000 of his salary in cash with the balance in shares 
awarded under the current executive share option scheme, 
which is linked to the company’s financial performance. Mr 
Bauman, 68, a former chief executive of Smith Kline Beecham 
who will step down as chairman of British Aerospace later 
this month, will serve as chairman until the annual meeting 
in the year 2001. He succeeds Elwyn Eilledge. 

US trade deficit swells 
THE American trade deficit with the rest of the world swelled 
by 4.2 per cent in February to $12.1 billion (£7.2 billion), 
approaching the record levels of the late I9S0s. as the goods 
gap with Japan soared, the Commerce Department said. The 
February total, up from January’s downwardly revised gap 
of $11.6 billion, exceeded the expectations of US economists 
and led to speculation that the drag from the trade sector 
would help to restrain the strong momentum in the overall 
US economy. One economist said: “It looks like {trade! is 
going to cut growth by at least a percentage point, if not more, 
in tiie first quarter." 

American output up 
US INDUSTRIAL output edged up modestly in March as 
cooler weather boosted the output of utilities, the Federal 
Reserve said, but added that production by manufacturing 
industries weakened sharply. The weakening in manufactur¬ 
ing included durables, such as cars, and non-durables, such 
as food and clothing. While total industrial output increased 
0.2 per cent in March, the Fed revised both its January and 
February estimates to show output drops of 02 per cent in 
each month. As a result first-quarter industrial output posted 
its weakest performance in seven years, since it contracted in 
the first quarter of 1991 in the last recession. 

Rap warns of loss 
RAP GROUP, the distributors, estimated that it will show a 
1997 pre-tax loss up to £800.000 because of writeoffs and 
provisions. In the previous year, to December 1996, Rap 
made £690.000. On March 24, it warned the market of 
problems at its Burnley site. It said yesterday a preliminary 
review of the accounting systems and of the level of stock 
provisions had been concluded by independent-reporting 
accountants. “As a result of the review, the board considers 
that there is likely to be a need for a significant level of stock 
write-offs and provisions." The shares remained unchanged 
at3I*ip. 

Anglo-Welsh improves 
SHARES in Anglo-Welsh, the AIM-Iisjed canal boat 
operator, rose from 72to 80p yesterday after the group 
revealed a rise in pre-tax profits from £92340 to £366,153 in 
the year to December 31, exceeding its prospectus forecast 
Earnings per share reached L2.9p out of which a total 
dividend of 3p a share will be paid after payment of a 2p finaL 
David Court chairman, said: "We are working closely with 
British Waterways to enhance the potential of Britain’s 
inland waterway network and to expand its water-related 
facilities. We have identified a number of waterside 
opportunities that are in various stages of development." 

Bodycote in double deal 
BODYCOTE INTERNATIONAL, the engineering group, 
yesterday revealed two deals in Canada. Bodycote is buying 
Technitrol-Eco Laboratories in Montreal for £2.06 million. 
Techrutrol provides materials analysis, physical testing and 
forensic chemistry services testing to industry. The group 
made 1340,0°° before tax in the year to December 31 on sales 
ot E3.6 million and net assets of £1.17 million. Bodycote is also 
acquiring, for a nominal sum. Analex, a pharmaceuticals 
analysis subsidiary of Labopharm. It is intended to combine 
Analex and TedyutroL Bodycote's shares remained un¬ 
changed at £10.49. 

Haden disposes of Mills 
Mrtk l£e ^S'meering contractor, has sold 
™ ,^?Unns Technology Holdings and subsidiaries 

f°r f67 cash, including the 
repayment of infra-group loans. The Mills management has 

SSL ^ ® new company; financed 
primarily by Close Bros, the merchant bank. Mills had net 
assets of £4.3 million at the sale. Mills, a distributor of hie“ 
tech machine tools, in 1997 reported pre-tax profit nf £ 11 

3 development of its core businesses 
and to reduce debt Haden shares rose *ip to 139*2 p. 

RATES 

By Our Industrial Staff 

CARDIFF Cardiff LTC 01222 231216. 

NEWPORT Newport TC 01633 671800. 

RUTHIN Ruthin TC 01824780254. 

LTC = Lawn Tennis Club 

TC = Tennis Cfub/Centre 

WORKERS at a Yorkshire 
knitwear factory threatened 
with dosure took their jobs 
battle to the heart of the 
London fashion world 
yesterday. 

A delegation from the 
Counterpart factory, in 
Maltby, near Rotherham. 
South Yorkshire, travelled to 
London’s Savile Row to 
launch a protest outside the 
headquarters of Coates Vi- 
yella, its parent company. 

The South Yorkshire fac¬ 
tory is expected to dose in 
June, with the loss of 400 
jobs, unless a buyer can be 
found for the business. The 
plant was earmarked for 

dosure after a decision by 
Coats Viyella to pull out of 
some high street retail mar¬ 
kets and concentrate its re- kets and concentrate its re¬ 
sources on manufacturing its 
knitwear for Marks & Spen¬ 
cer alone. 

Les Skinner, a spokesman 
for the delegation, said: “We 
want the company to know 
how strongly we feel about 
what is happening." A 
spokesman for Counterpart 
said: “Some of our plants are 
being sold on as going con¬ 
cerns. but so far attempts to 
find a buyer for Maltby have 
faffed." 

Shares in Coats Viyella 
rose lp to 94p yesterday. 
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Malayan Unired In¬ 
dies may be keen to 
taie cash out of their 

homeland but if opting to put 
more than £40 million of it into 
Laura Ashley shares is their idea 
of a safe haven, they should have 
stayed in Kuala Lumpur. 

That Sir Bernard Ashley has 
agreed to a deal that prices the 
shares at 28p and dilutes his 
stake to 21 tier cent is a clear 
indication of just how desperate 
is the company 's state. Not long 
ago the irrasdble Sir Bernard 
was insisting that his shares 
were worth £2 apiece and he 
would not sell for Jess. 

But fte figures revealed by the 
company yesterday, underlined 
by the glum tone of the com¬ 
ments from the new manage¬ 
ment. show that if the 
Malaysians had not come to the 
rescue. Sir Bernard’s shares 
would soon have been worthless. 

Recent chapters in this saga of 
mismanagement have hardly 
added kudos to the career of John 
Thornton, the top Goldman 
Sachs partner who is its chair¬ 
man. Quite why the glitzy Thorn¬ 
ton should have tarnished his CV 
with this involvement remains 
something of a mystery. He had 
in the past advised Sir Bernard 
on his financial affairs but that 
might have been expected to give 
him sufficient insight to steer 
clear of the company. Instead, he 
joined the board in 1995 and took 
over as chairman two years ago. 

It was Thornton who ad¬ 
vocated Ann Iverson as the 

Malaysians on board, frills and all 
salvation of the sinking com¬ 
pany. an appointment that exac¬ 
erbated Laura Ashley's 
difficulties with mind-boggling 
speed. Having a top banker at 
the helm might at least be useful 
when capital is required but it 
seems that it was the Malyasians 
who approached Thornton 
rather than the other way round. 

Never mind, he probably 
deserves the credit for persuad¬ 
ing M u1 that Laura Ashley is a 
global brand waiting to be 
exploited. There are not many 
who would subscribe to this 
view but the Malaysians 
appear to have swallowed it, 
despite sales figures which 
show that appetites for Laura 
Ashley’s designs are contin¬ 
uing to fade. 

David Hoare and his team 
may be able to instil sensible 
management disciplines into the 
group but after a succession of 
image changes for the mer¬ 
chandise. previously loyal devo¬ 
tees of pie crust bills ana flowery 
prints have taken their custom 
elsewhere. 

And even Mr Hoare may find 
his style cramped by the arrival 
on his board of a couple of 
Malaysian executive directors. 
As Sir Bernard used to make all 
too clear, those who hold the 

COMMENTARY 
by our City Editor 

shares can try to call the tune and 
certainly succeed in making a 
fearful nuisance of themselves. It 
is the outside shareholders who 
have paid the price of his 
intermittent meddling and the 
succession of management 
changes that have dogged the 
company. 

And there is still little reason 
for celebration. Whatever the 
Malaysians believe. Laura Ash¬ 
ley shares look as unexciting as 
its designs. 

Flying a kite 
over benchmarking A government seal of 

approval on financial 
products is an idea worthy 

of its own comer in the Millen¬ 
nium Dome. It has all the 

Itial appeal and lack of 
serious thought 

which seems to be characterising 
the Greenwich project. Unfortu¬ 
nately. like the Dome, it also 

seems to be going ahead, despite 
the views of those who will have 
to live with it. 

The suggestion of a simple way 
of "kitemarking” products was 
first mooted when the Isa made 
its debut as the Big Idea for 
encouraging savings. But no 
matter now keen the Govern¬ 
ment may be to avoid a repeat of 
the pensions mis-selling debacle, 
financial products cannot be 
packaged like baked beans. 

Benchmarking for Isas Is likely 
to be based on costs, and there is 
dearly scape for some providers to 
cut back on the charges which 
they currently levy, occasionally 
rather craftily, upon customers. It 
is simplistic, however, to indicate 
that the best products are those 
with the lowest charges. In finan¬ 
cial products, as in a depressingly 
high number of areas, it is often 
the case that you get what you pay 
for and quality can come at a 
price. 

The Government's ideas on 
Isa, although much improved on 

the original proposals, remain 
disturbing to many industry 

xs.ThePa : Paymaster General, 
Robinson, was per¬ 

suaded to drop the £50.000 limit 
on tax-free savings and quietly 
abandoned the laughable lottery 
component in the package, but 
Isa still looks to be a very 
complicated arrangement to 
manage. 

Many providers are anxious 
that they will not be able to 
produce low cost products, given 
the complicated structures that 
will have to be put in place. If 
fears that benchmarking might 
rule out the majority of product 
providers prove justified, it will 
not be in the interests of cus¬ 
tomers. 

The Government will need to 
consult carefully with the in¬ 
dustry if it is to come up with a 
scheme that is workable. In the 
meantime, savers are rushing to 
make the most of current tax free 
savings schemes with a degree of 
enthusiasm which looks poten¬ 

tially dangerous. How many 
buyers of index-tracking Peps 
read, and digest, the small print 
about shares going down as well 
as up? it may be unfair to talk of 
another mis-selling scandal, but 
there is a strong risk of another 
mis-buying d£blde as relatively 
naive investors pile into a stock 
market that they believe to travel 
in one direction only. 

Why pay Fifield a 
fortune to walk? If Jim Fifield was so valuable 

to EMI. why is the company 
shelling out more than £12 

million to be rid of him? A simple 
question, but one which share¬ 
holders may care to pose to Sir 
Colin Southgate, the chairman. 

Yesterday Sir Colin was prais¬ 
ing the contribution that Fifield 
made to the group, pointing out 
that in the decade since he joined 
EMI Music, the company’s prof¬ 
its had increased tenfold. So why 
pay him a fortune to walk? 

The fact that he is not to be 
replaced and that his cosily New 
York base is being disbanded 
might indicate a different story 
behind Sir Colin's warm words. 
But if EMi believes that Martin 
Bandier and Ken Berry are 

perfectly capable of running the 
music publishing and recording 
businesses themselves, without 
aid from an extra executive tier, 
why has the company been so 
generously bankrolling Fifield? 

In recent months, when EMJ's 
dismal share price performance 
needed a strong management 
response, the company has 
seemed mired in boardroom 
muddle. Sir Colin, who could not 
resist taking on the role of 
chairman of The Royal Opera 
House, was said to be making 
way for the demands of this new 
job by going non-executive at 
EMI. Then he changed his mind. 
Did he consult ms board or 
merely keep them informed as 
plans changed? It seems likely 
that his deputy chairman, and 
head of EMI’s nominations com¬ 
mittee may anyhow have been a 
trifle pre-occupied: Sir Peter Wal¬ 
ters doubles up as chairman of 
SmithKline Beecham. 

Liffe chances 
UNLESS members of Liffe have 
opted for a highly paid full-time 
chairman purely to swell over¬ 
heads, whoever takes office nine 
weeks Jience seems destined to be 
its executive boss. Unless the 
Cannon Street mafia hire some 
posh proconsul, the choice looks a 
vote of confidence in Daniel Hod- 
son, chief executive. If they reckon 
he has done well, he wfll get the 
top post, like his counterpart at the 
New York stock exchange. If not, 
he may have no job at ail. 

Disclosure dispute clouds 
Decaux’s bid for More 

By Chris Ayres 

A BITTER dispute over the 
disclosure of sensitive com¬ 
mercial information has bro¬ 
ken out between Gear 
Channel of the US and 
Decaux of France, the com¬ 
panies locked in a bidding war 
for More Group, the outdoor 
advertising company. 

Sources dose to More 
Group, which puts up bus 
shelters and super loos for 
local authorities then sells 
advertising on them, daim 
that Clear Channel has threat¬ 
ened to reconsider its £466 
million offer for the company 
if More hands details of its 
tender offers to Decaux. 

Clear Channel yesterday de¬ 
nied the daim. saying it 
remained committed to the 
bid. However, .it added it 
would be “displeased" if some 
documents were disdosed. 

Under Takeover Panel 
rules, any commerical infor¬ 
mation given to one bidder 
must be given to the other. 
However, it is understood that 
Lazard Brothers, Decaux’s fi¬ 
nancial advisers, are demand¬ 
ing More Group hand over 
details of any current tenders 
which have been made to any 
organisation, town, city or 
transport authority in the UK 
or abroad. 

This information — giving 
in-depth financial details of 
More Group's tender offers 

Roger Parry: worried at devastating effect of any revelation 

plus bus shelter and public 
toilet designs and locations — 
has not apparently been given 
to Gear Channel Such a 
disclosure would be devastat¬ 
ing to More Group if Decaux's 
bid ultimately failed, and 
would blow apart the tender¬ 
ing process between the two 

companies to provide street 
furniture in rides such as New 
York and Los Angeles. 

The New York contract 
alone — where More Group 
and Decaux are the only two 
serious contenders — is worth 
$1.5 billion (£900 million) over 
20 years. The two companies 

will aIso soon be battling 
against each other to secure 
contracts in UK rides such as 
London and Glasgow. 

The Office of Fair Trading is 
likely to read) a decision on 
whether or not to let the £475 
million Decaux offer go ahead 
by the end of the month. Local 
authorities had until yester¬ 
day to give evidence to the 
OFT, ana it Is understood that 

. many are concerned that 
Decaux would hold a monopo¬ 
ly on street furniture if it 
bought More Group. 

If the OFT blocks the deal, a 
lengthy investigation will fol¬ 
low, with Gear Channel likely 
to raise its offer or drop out 
altogether. 

Roger Parry, chief executive 
of'More Group, said: "It is 
unusual to have an industry 
where there are only two 
competitors. It is also rare for 
them to be locked in such 
intense rivalry." 

Mr Parry is thought to be 
deeply concerned about the 
disclosure of information. to 
Decaux, and one souce dose to 
the group said: "How can you 
create an opportunity where 
More tells the other side the 
details of its bids?” 

Decaux yesterday said that 
the disclosure of information 
was a “non-issue". A spokes¬ 
man said: “We have applied 
for information under the 
rules of the takeover code, and 
More Group has cooperated." 

Hambros invites 
break-up bids 

By Caroline Mekrell 

THE final demise of Hambros 
came a step closer yesterday as 
the group confirmed the 
demerger of Hambro Country¬ 
wide and announced plans to 
dispose of its 52 per cent stake 
in Hambro Insurance Services. 

It also revealed that it had 
been talking to a number of 
interested parties about dispos¬ 
ing of its remaining assets — a 
44 per cent stake in Guinness 
Flight Hambro, a small Cana¬ 
dian fund management group, 
an investment subsidiary and 
cash of £230 million from the 
disposal of die bank. 

Sir Chips Keswick, the Ham¬ 
bros chairman, said: The dis¬ 
tribution of Hambros* con¬ 
trolling shareholding in 
Hambro Countrywide is a 
major step in the process of 
change at Hambros. The board 
of »s actively progressing dis¬ 
cussions with certain interested 
parties who may be prepared 
to make a public offer for 

Hambros following the distri¬ 
bution of our Hambro Coun¬ 
trywide shares." 

Shares in Hambro Counuy- 
wide, an estate agency and me 
insurance business, surprised 
analysts by falling on news of 
the demerger, which had been 
heavily trailed. Some believe 
that Hambro Countiywide 
shares are undervalued com¬ 
pared with other life insurance 

■and estate agency groups. 
Hambros Insurance Serv¬ 

ices has appointed DU Phoe¬ 
nix. die mergers and acquisi¬ 
tions specialist, to come up 
with a strategy. It may be sold 
entirely or could follow Ham¬ 
bro Countrywide down the 
demerger route. 

A spokesman said: The 
brand name will continue in 
private banking, but the com¬ 
pany as we know it will cease 
to exist.” 

Tempus. page 31 

Tilly’s new tune 
on Gabriel’s tax 

By Chris Ayres 

BAKER TILLY, the firm of 
accountants being sued for its 
handling of Peter Gabriel’S tax 
affairs, yesterday said that it 
would work with the pop star 
to resolve the dispute If he had 
suffered financially as a result 
of an error. 

The company’s statement 
was an apparent U-turn on 
its position last week, when it 
said that it would “vigorous¬ 
ly defend" any writ h 
received. 

Mr Gabriel, who is worth 
an estimated £10 million, has 
issued a writ demanding dam¬ 
ages for breach of contract for 
the way Baker Tilly dealt with 
his and his company’s tax 
affairs between 1992 and 1993. 
He is also suing for breach of 
duty of care over his tax 
affairs. The damages could 
run to several hundred thou¬ 
sand pounds. 

Baker Tilly’s announcement 
followed a statement by Mr 

Gabriel saying that the firm 
had already admitted three 
years ago that it was responsi¬ 
ble for errors in his tax 
returns. 

Mr Gabriel added that 
there was no allegation of 
fraud, and that a writ had 
been issued, but not served, 
against the accountancy 
firm. 

A spokeswoman for Baker 
Tilly said: “If it is shown that 
Mr Gabriel has suffered fi¬ 
nancially as a result of an 
error made in preparing his 
tax returns for the financial 
year of 1992 to 1993 then Baker 
Tilly will work with him to 
resolve the matter. 

“Baker Tilly is pleased that 
Mr Gabriel has confirmed 
that there is no question of 
fraud in this matter.” 

Baker Tilly is based in 
West London and made sales 
last year of about £40 
million. 

P&O’s boat comes in with new ships 
By CArl Mortished 

Sterling: growth plan 

p&O is making more money 
per passenger as its new 
cruise ships drive its costs 
down, the company said 

y*TTieampaDy ^ aid 
the massacre at Luxor, Egypt, 
last November led to a small 
dip in load factor for its 
cruise operations in the first 
quarter of this year- 

The company said that 
yields were up in the three 
months to March 31. and a 
spokesman insisted that a 2 
per cent decline in load factor, 
to 98 per cent, for Process 

Cruises was a blip that had 
been caused by weaker cany- 
in gs in the Middle East and 
Africa, “At the back end of last 
year, we had Luxor and, for 
Americans, the Iraqi situation 
blew up," the spokesman said. 

Capacity increased by 8 per 
cent to just over one miUion 
passenger beds in the first 
quarter, but capacity declined 
in P&O Cruises as the Can¬ 
berra was taken out of ser¬ 
vice. P&O is poised for a 
sharp increase In capacity 
when the Grand Princess 
begins service in May. with 

all of its 2,600 berths booked 
through to October. 

With half a dozen new ships 
due to be delivered. P&O’s 
cruise operations will see cap¬ 
acity increase by 12 per cent a 
year over the next five years. 
The company, of which Lord 
Sterling of Pkdstow is chair¬ 
man, reckons that such growth 
is justified as the post-war 
baby-boom generation nears 
middle age. According to P&O, 
yields should rise too because 
the new vessels are 50 per cent 
cheaper to operate than the 30- 
year-old ships leaving service. 

Quebecor 
admits to 
bid defeat 

QUEBECOR. the Canadian 
printing company that 
mounted a hostile bid for 
Watmoughs four months 
ago, has finally admitted 
defeat and has withdrawn 
its offer (Fraser Nelson 
writes). 

Charles GavdL president 
said the company had decid¬ 
ed to stay away from Britain 
— representing a U-turn 
from its earlier threat that it 
may drive Watmoughs out 
of business by new invest¬ 
ment if its bid should fafl. 

He said: “We intend to 
expand our support to UK 
customers wherever that can 
be successfully achieved 
from Europe." 

Watmoughs agreed to a 
£250 million merger with 
the British Printing Corpo¬ 
ration organised by Invest- 
Corp. which emerged as a 
white knigbt in February. 

Diageo expected 
to sell Irish stake 

By Dominic Walsh 

DIAGEO is expected to sell its 
49.6 per cent stake in Cantrell 
& Cochrane (C&Q, the Irish 
drinks distributor. Allied 
Domecq. which owns the rest 
of the company, has first 
refusal and is ready to pay 
more than £300 million for 
Diageo^ stake. 

Diageo confirmed yesterday 
that a sale of some or all of its 
C&C holding was possible as a 
means of satisfying EU com¬ 
petition authorities. As a con¬ 
dition of approving the merger 
of Guinness and Grand Met¬ 
ropolitan, the EU insisted that 
it must reduce its dominant 
distribution position in die 
Republic of lreland- 

Gurnness Ireland has asked 
KPMG to value the C&C busi¬ 
ness. Analysts reckon it is worth 
between £600 million and £650 
million, and sources dose to 
Allied believe it would be keen 
to do a deal at that level. If not. 

C&C would probably be put 
on the open market 

However, a spokesman for 
Diageo said reducing its C&C 
stake was just one way h could 
meet EU requirements. It also 
owns a third of another Irish 
distributor. Edward Dillon. 

But observers believe a sale 
of its C&C stake remains the 
most likely option. C&C dis¬ 
tributes soft drink brands 
such as Pepsi and Schweppes, 
manufactures Britvic under 
licence and owns BaHygowan 
mineral water. It also owns 
Tullamore Dew Irish whiskey 
and has distribution rights for 
Allied brands such Teacher's 
and Tia Maria. It made a 1997 
pre-tax profit of £50 million. 

In fine with Irish competition 
rules, selling out of C&C would 
allow Diagro to buy the 69 per 
cent of United Beverage Hold¬ 
ings. a soft drinks distributor, it 
does not already own. 

Aviva and 
Garnet 

to merge 
AVIVA PETROLEUM, the 
Dallas oil and gas explora¬ 
tion company quoted in 
London, has agreed to 
merge with Garnet Re¬ 
sources, another oil explor¬ 
er (Carl Mortished writes). 

The companies share in¬ 
terests in the same Colom¬ 
bian oil properties that 
together will total 33 mil¬ 
lion barrels. Aviva said the 
arrangements would in¬ 
dude the refinancing of 
Garnet’s debt and the can¬ 
celling of $15 million (£8.9 
million) in Garnet deben¬ 
tures. ING Baring is to 
provide a $15 million credit 
fadhty to enable Aviva to 
refinance the debt and com¬ 
mence drilling in the Gulf 
of Medea 

Aviva’s shares were un¬ 
changed at tthp yesterday. 
The deal is due for comple¬ 
tion before the end of July. 
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Tinseltown trio face fresh trials Body blows 
I CANNOT wait until Sunday ^ Tr, 

• ~g • £% -J • evenina for Anita Roddick's | xlHi 

in their quest for a happy ending gg§§ ™ES 
:: DreamWorks 
; has potential 
r but seems to 

be stuck in a 
: reverie, says 

: Oliver August 

A film about a tiny 
mouse called Jenny is 
currently swelling the 
coffers or cinema 

companies across Britain. In 
. 'Mousehunt, Jenny is defend¬ 
ing her homestead against the 

:,new owners of her residence. 
:The Smuntz brothers, played 
:.by Nathan Lane and Lee, 
.'Evans, are repeatedly outfoxed 
:'by the teensy. weensy mouse. 
: The film is one of the first 
;celluk)id efforts by Dream- 

■ Works. the entertainment com- 
;:pany founded by three of 
.Hollywood's wunderkinder — 
David Geffen, Steven Spiel- 

..berg and Jeffrey Katzenberg. 
Geffen fostered music greats 

isuch as Crosby. Stills, Nash 
' and Young, Spielberg created 
E.T. and Katzenberg was the' 
brain behind Wait Disney's 
The Lion King. Theirs is a 
David and Goliath story simi- 

. lar to Jenny's. Three years ago 
they founded DreamWorks to 
compete with the big Holly¬ 
wood studios such as Disney. 
They invested $27 billion of 
private capital plus their stellar 
reputations to put themselves 
in the driving sears. 

• Their backers include Sea¬ 
grams. the Canadian drinks 
group, and Microsoft, the soft¬ 
ware powerhouse. Each invest¬ 
ed $1 billion. The rationale that 
lured these two outsiders to 
Hollywood is simple. Take the 
most popular film director and 
the hippest music marketer, 

■add the man who created some 
of Disney's greatest successes, 
and you have a Disney Mark 
If. If it works, the rewards 
would be astronomical. Disney 
is worth $75 billion after lifting 
share prices 50 per cent last 
year. And it was. of course, 
another mouse that made Dis¬ 
ney great. 

• But. so far. DreamWorks has 
lacked Jenny’s or Mickey's fi¬ 
nesse. Its performance has 
been far from dream-like. After 

: three years, the company has 

Amistad, starring Djimon Hotinson as Cinque, lias not had the success hoped for by the DreamWorks team 

are hoping to benefit faom the 
transfer of movie stars from the 
big screens to computer game 
screens. Only the publishing of 
books based on its films has 
been left to an outsider — 
Penguin, owned by Pearson. 

The progress of Dream¬ 
Works has also been hampered 
by legal problems. The launch 
of Amistad was overshadowed 
by a plagiarism suit A writs' 
called Barbara Chase-Riboud 
claimed that the Amistad script 
had been based on her novel 
Echo Of Lions. Ms Chase- 
Riboud initially demanded $10 
million, but was forced to 
apologise after DreamWorks 
showed that she had plagia¬ 
rised from an earlier work. 

A second legal row erupted 
when Katzenberg sued Disney 
over his dismissal asking for a 
$250 million severance pack¬ 
age. Disney retaliated by call¬ 
ing Geffen and Spielberg, as 
witnesses and promising to ask 
embarrassing questions about 
their co-operation. Katzenberg 
buckled under pressure from 
his two partners and settled 
with Disney. Hollywood insid¬ 
ers have since asked how 
strong the bonds between the 
three really are. 

yet to have a big hit. Its biggest 
project vo date is Amistad, a 
film about a mutiny on a slave 
ship during the last century. 
Anthony Hopkins and Morgan 
Freeman stand on opposite 
sides of the racial divide. Some 
derided the film as “Bounty 
with Blacks’*. Directed by 
Spielberg, the film cost $80 
million. It was intended to 
follow in the tracks of Spiel¬ 
berg's other big epic, 
Schindler's List. But while 
Schindler’s List was celebrated 
by critics and audiences, Amis¬ 
tad has yet to make a profit 
And on Oscar night last month. 

Spielberg's ship sank uncere¬ 
moniously on its collision 
course with Titanic 

The failure of Amistad was 
an early reminder that Holly¬ 
wood's marketing game cannot 
be won with back-of-an-enve- 
lope strategies. The film had 
opened in just a few selected 
cinemas in America, from 
where it was supposed to ignite 
a wider fallowing. The concept 
worked for Schindlers List. 
Spielberg's latest effort needed 
the traditional hyping that 
usually accompanies Holly¬ 
wood's dich&l fare. 

But DreamWorks is not just 

a feature film studio. It also has 
music and television divisions. 
These, too, have not yet fulfilled 
expectations. Four of its five 
television series have been 
dropped. The only one still 
running is Spin City, in which 
Michael J. Fox plays a spin 
doctor working for the mayor 
of New York. The series has 
won a following in Britain. 

The music division, GeffeiTs 
domain, has done even worse 
than the television productions. 
He hired Mo Ostin and Lernry 
Waronker. top executives at 
Warner Bros, bin the board- 
room walls are not decorated 

with gold and platinum 
records. More Titanic sound¬ 
tracks were sold in one week 
than DreamWorks albums in 
three years. George Michael, 
the Wham star and Dream¬ 
Works’s biggest name, has 
made headlines recently. But 
not for his album Older, for 
which the owed singer was 
apparently paid $20 million. 

The DreamWorks strategy 
can best be described as “finger 
in every pie". On top of their 
long-established interests in 
film and music, the Hollywood 
trio has branched out into 
interactive entertainment They 

DreamWorks is now 
staking its future 
on its first full- 
length animation. 

Prince of Egypt. The story of 
the life of Moses has already 
been dubbed Zion King. The 
Lion King earned extraordi¬ 
nary profits for Disney. Katzen¬ 
berg is trying to repeat tire 
trick. But problems have al¬ 
ready arisen. The opening of 
tire film was pushed bade a 
month to just before next 
Christmas. Katzenberg feared 
a dash with other film open¬ 
ings- He also worries about 
how religious leaders win react 
to the light treatment of such a 
serious subject. In an effort to 
head off protests from Chris¬ 
tians. Jews and other religious 
groups that incorporate the 
stray of Moses in their faith, 
Katzenberg will offer special 
showings to their leaders. He is 
raid to have already lobbied 
500 religious figures. 

Now he must wait and see if 
his efforts to part the waves and 
lead his two co-conspirators to 
new riches will bring him a 
Hoflywood-styfe happy ending. 
Apart from Disney, no other 
studio has ever had a hit with a 
full-length animation. 

r 
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DreamWorks Records has still to fulfil Its potential for David Geffen, left, Jeffrey Katzenberg and Steven Spielberg 

I CANNOT wait until Sunday 
evening for Anita Roddick's 
interview on CNN’s Pinnacle 
Europe. This show purports to 
profile a prominent European 
business leader, and past sub¬ 
jects have included Gerry 
Robinson, of Granada; Sir 
Clive Thompson: of Rentokil 
Initial; the inevitable Richard 
Branson; and Ismail Mer- 

' chant, the film producer (busi¬ 
ness leader?) 

La Roddick's imerview may 
not have the same impact as 
CNN'S session with George 
Michael but she is out to 
ruffle a few feathers. Not 
wishing to spoil the surprise. I 
can still reveal that after a spot 
on the soap box ralking about 
sex discrimination, the Body 
Shop founder will launch into 
a round of attacks on all and 
sundry. Those who should be 
putting on their tin hats are 
rivals offering similar prod¬ 
ucts — “We didn't know that 
plagiarism was a bona fide 
marketing ploy™—US proper¬ 
ty developers — “the malls of 
America_[are] monuments 
of mediocrity” — and the City 
— “I... do not give a bloody 
toss to those people who want 
to put [in] E20.000toseeif they 
can get £5,000 back quick in a 
week." 

This should help Body 
Shop's rating no end. 

! Arty tykes 
j JOHN BURNS, managing di¬ 

rector of Derwent Valley Hold¬ 
ings. was indignant when 1 call- 
ed him to say we had awarded 
the property group “most pre¬ 
tentious annual report of the 
year" for its pseudo-Edward 
Hopper cover, moody Tarant- 
ino-esque page six picture, and 
the fad that, although the Der¬ 
went Valley is in Yorkshire, the 
company’s slogan is “Investing 
in London". “We thought we 
would have pictures of the ar¬ 
chitects behind our projects," 
Burns tells me They are much 
better looking titan the board." 
He then detailed the company's 
evolution from the Derwent 
Valley Light Railway Company 
— which used to run a steam 
train out of York station, into a 
property company, the only 
vestige of its railway past being 
the designer logo of a locomo¬ 
tive. Finally he said: "It's not as 
pretBitious as tire British Land 
report. "Touche. 

Prize in sight 
FROM THE world of “you 
could not make this up? comes 
the announcement of a new lit¬ 
erary prize. Kodortstock — the 

spectacles maker based in Mu¬ 
nich (city of optics) — is inviting 
opticians to send in short sto¬ 
ries. Not any ordinaiy short 
stories. They have to be no long¬ 
er than 50 words and on the 
subject of horses. 

This begs a few questions. 
Why only 50 words (which is 
less than the paragraph you 
have just read)? Apparently this 
is a particular literary form pro¬ 
moted by the Arvon Founda¬ 
tion, a charitable body whose 
beneficiaries indude (fat Bark¬ 
er. the Booker Prize winner. 
Why horses? Rodenstock is also 
sponsoring two races at the 
Arvon Foundation Race Day at 
Windsor on May 18. And why 
opticians? According to Chris 
Hunt, managing director of 
Rodenstock UK: "Opticians are 
always telling us how clever 
and well educated they are. 
Now they can prove it.” 

□ SELF-SCANNING is the 
latest wheeze the supermarkets 
have devised for making cus¬ 
tomers do the work. In theory, 
the idea of letting shoppers 
wield the bar code reader as 
they shovel groceries into the 
trolley should save time at the 
checkout. But just to encourage 
customer accuracy, stores feel 
the need for random checks. 
Mark Wood, chief executive of 
Sun Life and Provincial Hold¬ 
ings. would tike SainsburyS to 
know that this can severely dent 
customer goodwill. Having me¬ 
thodically scanned every item 
taken from the shelves in a 90- 
minute shopping spree, he was 
far from thrilled to beforced to 
stand and watch an assistant 
at his local Home Counties 
store repeat the process. There 
was little comfort to be had 
from the finding that his acc¬ 
uracy would qualify him for a 
new career on the checkout. 
Lord Sainsbury may soon be re¬ 
ceiving the Sun Life lecture on 
customer care. 

Jason Nisse 

Rescuer with no frills 
takes on Laura Ashley 

BRITAIN'S RICHEST 

THE DEFINITVE GUIDE TO WEALTH. 
A 76-page special, FREE tomorrow 

THE SUNDAY TIMES IS THE SUNDAY PAPERS 

Last autumn. Sir Ber¬ 
nard Ashley was a ner¬ 
vous wreck. Ann Iver¬ 

son, tte flamboyant American 
chief executive hired to save 
his family company, was 
dragging it to fresh depths of 
disaster. Its shares were in 
free faJL His 35 per cent stake 
— once worth £180 million — 
was fast becoming worthless. 

John Thornton, Laura Ash¬ 
ley's chairman, had a sol¬ 
ution. Dump Iverson, with all 
her glamour, and bring in a 
practical company doctor to 
salvage what was left before 
the entire group went to the 
waff He knew just the man. 

David Hoare fitted the b3L 
A quiet, meticulous and eff¬ 
icient operator, and a friend of 
Mr Thornton, he had already 
been brought in to Laura Ash¬ 
ley to sort out supply-chain 
problems. After six weeks on 
that job. he was put at the helm 
of Britam’s most delicately 
balanced recovery case and 
Ms (verson was leaving with a 
£450,000 payoff 

Yesterday, Mr Hoare was on 
fine form. He had persuaded 
MUL a Malaysian investment 
company, to pay £43.7 million 
for a 40 per cent stake in the 
company, staving off growing 
pressure from its banks. 

In the past seven months, 
he has calmed down from 
when he first saw the compa¬ 
ny’s finances — which he 
admits left him flummoxed. 
“Right from the very begin¬ 
ning, l was very rd octant to 
make any forecasts whatso¬ 
ever,” he said. “When com¬ 
panies get into trouble, people 
often underestimate the de¬ 
grees of difficulty.” 

He should know. For ten 
years, David Hoare has tack¬ 
led corporate disasters of every 
hue. In 1987 he set up Talis¬ 
man, an investment vehicle 
that turned round Cope All- 
man and Nursing Home 
Loans and came dose to taking 
on Brent Walker. It also tried 
sorting out Maxwefl Commun- 
.icalion Corporation's US 
businesses. 

Yet Mr Hoare remains 
something of an enigma in the 
CUy. Since leaving Bain & Co. 
the consultancy, he has 
formed a “loud cop, quiet cop” 
double-act with Rik Grogan, 
another former Bainee, whom 

* - 
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David Hoare heads a trio aiming to restore Laura Ashley 

he has since recruited to the 
Laura Ashley board. 

They make an odd couple. 
Mr Grogan is a flamboyant 
deal maker and incurable 
name-dropper who enjoys tak¬ 
ing private jets to faraway 
places. Mr Hoare is a quiet 
nuts-and-bolts man. ruthlessly 
efficient at framining a com¬ 
pany until 
all wastage _ 

INTHE 
HOT C 

^ KS SEAT** 
to keep busy _ 
with the me¬ 
chanics of corporate recover¬ 
ies while Mr Grogan lunched 
his contacts and fronted most 
of the investments. 

With Laura Ashley, the two 
have been forced to switch 
roles. Mr Grogan is in the 
wings as a consultant while 

Mr Hoare has been catapult¬ 
ed centre stage as chief execu¬ 
tive. And he likes this not one 
bit “He is a very private 
man." says one City analyst 
“His plan has been to take the 
profile of the company down a 
lot and avoid the media. And 
be has largely succeeded." 

Mr Hoare has imported an- 
other ele- 

-^_ment of TaE 
n isman: Oliv- 
dLf ier Roux, 
-MV who shot to 

fame as 
*** Prosecu- 
tion’s star 

_fl_J witness in 
. , the Guin¬ 

ness trial. M Roux is another 
Bain alumnus and, like Mr 
Hoare, prefers power without 
profile. Even when acting as 
finance director of Guinness 
under Ernest Saunders, he 
remained a Bain employee. 

Mr Hoare invited him to 

take a similar consultancy 
role at Laura Ashley—sorting 
out 32 lossmaking large stores 
in the US, a memento of Ms 
Iverson. Thus the trio of 
friends who worked wonders 
at Talisman has reconvened. 

While M Roux has been 
busy in the US, Messrs 
Grogan and Hoare have been 

. hying to restore the image of 
Laura Ashley at home. “The 
shops had moved towards tbe 
high street and youth,” Mr 
Hoare says. “Neither of those 
moves are competitive be¬ 
cause we gel very stiff compet¬ 
ition with other retailers. We 
need to return to what people 
think Laura Ashley was — not 
necessarily what it was. but 
how they remember iL“ 

Perhaps his finest achieve¬ 
ment is taming Sir Bernard, a 
man of notoriously short tem¬ 
per. Mr Hoare has no time for 
eg08- and is understood to 
have threatened to quit if Sir 
Bernard exceeded his oon- 
precutive role. After the Ma¬ 
laysians' arrival as 40 percent 
owners, the influence of the 
temperamental widower of 
the eponymous Laura Ashley 
wiU be greatly diluted. Nick 
Ashley, Sir Bernard's son, has 
been seen at the company’s 
Chelsea headquarters much 
less since Mr Hoare took 
control. Once the Malaysians 
toove in, he can forget his 
boardroom aspirations. 

Mr Hoare is master of the 
company now, but is still at 
the start of a restructuring that 
Richard Pennycook. its 33- 
ycar-old finance director, be- 

could take six years. 
Shortly before Ann Iverson 

was sacked, she posed for 
Vogue m a leather suit (and 

else), saying: “All those 
yty Roys love to think of me 
in blade leather so I may as 
well live up to expectations." 

Yesterday, those City guys 
for a plainly dothed 

Lravid Hoare grimacing over 
a balance sheet If he lives up 
to expectations, he will not 
ffifcke another appearance for 
six months. Then he will hope. 
to have good news to an¬ 
nounce. — otherwise Mr 
Hoare and Laura Ashley will 
oe sinking to a lower profile 
“Wn either would wish. 

Fraser nelson 
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ARM makes spectacular 
debut as FTSE declines 

INVESTORS lucky enough ro 
obtain shares in newcomer 
ARM Holdings were last 
night counting their profits 
after one of the most spectacu¬ 
lar stock market debuts in 
years. 

ARM, the microchip design¬ 
er. began trading simulta¬ 
neously in London and New 
York at 2J30pm London time 
after being eventually priced 
by Morgan Stanley Dean 
Witter, the US securities 
house, and Cazenave. the blue- 
blooded London stockbroker, 
at 575p. Such was the demand 
for the shares that traders 
struggled to keep up as the 
price touched £10 within min¬ 
utes of the start of dealing. 
They later dosed at 8J5p, a 
premium of 250p. as more 
than two million shares 
changed hands. 

For every 1.000 shares held, 
shareholders were last night 
left sitting on a paper profit of 
£2500. Such had been the 
demand Tor the shares among 
institutions that the group's 
financial advisers had been 
forced to raise the issuing 
price no less than three times. 

On March 17, when the 
flotation was announced, bro¬ 
kers were looking for a price of 
between 325p and 385p. This 
had subsequently been raised 
to between 400p and 450p by 
the end of March, and by 
April 6 a new range of 
between 5O0p and 575p had 
been initiated. 

About 25 per cent of the 
company's shares have been 
floated, raising almost £34 mil¬ 
lion of fresh working capital 
and a similar amount for exist¬ 
ing shareholders that induded 
Apple Computer and Acorn 
Group, down I3*ip at 173bp. 

The two other newcomers to 
the market were overshad¬ 
owed by events at ARM. LLP 
Group, publisher of Lloyd’s 
List, was placed at 285p and 
raced up to dose at 347b p. its 
best of the day. 

Also making its debut was 
Desire Petroleum after a 
placing at 125p by Soddte 
G&teraJe. the broker, on AIM. 
The shares rushed up to a 
peak of 176p before settling at 
144p, a premium of 19p. 

The rest of the equity mar¬ 
ket was having another rough 
time as this week's rout contin¬ 
ued with share prices drop¬ 
ping below the 6,000 level. 
Continuing worries about the 
Far East and the possibility of 
interest rate rises here at 
home, next month, again put a 
damper on things. 

Overnight setbacks for New 

Nick Leslau saw Prestbury shares return from suspension 

York and the mam Asian 
markets set the early tone in 
London where the expiry of 
the April FTSE 100 options 
provided further uncertainty. 
The FTSE 100 index finished 
79.8 down ar 5.9222 stretch¬ 
ing the loss on the week to 
1833. Total turnover was a 
lacklustre 735 million shares. 

A leading market-maker said: 
“It's been a difficult week. The 

also positive on the company's 
stock. 

The decision not to refer the 
bid try Texas Utilities to foe 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission lifted The Ener¬ 
gy Group 8p to 852p. 

A “buy" recommendation 
from ABN Amro Hoare 
Govett, the broker, provided a 
boost to Siebe, which ended 
32p up on the day at £13.04. 

Micro Focus rallied 15p to 567hp as Merrill Lynch, the broker, 
managed to clear a line of stock that had been overhanging the 
market It has placed a line of 15 million shares with various US 
investors. Brokers say there is now scope for further improve¬ 
ment having seen the price slide form a peak of 7f8p this year. 

buyers appear to have stayed 
away, giving the sellers a clear 
field. I think it’s toq early to 
talk of corrections.’' 

Among the leaders Rio 
Tinto touched 858p before 
closing 2p cheaper at 830p 
after some positive comments 
from Morgan Stanley, the US 
securities house. 

On Thursday Dresdner 
KJeinwort Benson, the broker, 
urged clients to buy the shares 
up to the 900p level while 
rival Panmure Gordon was 

Granada also benefited from 
a brokers recommendation, 
finishing 2p up at £10:69 as 
Lehman Brothers moved from 
“outperform” to “strong buy” 

Laura Ashley celebrated 
news of its cash injection with 
a small rise of 2p to 35*2p. 
Malayan United Industries is 
paying £43.7 million for a 40 
per cent stake in the dothing 
and soft furnishings retailer 
which has outlined details of a 
three-year recovery plan. 

EMI Group retreated 17bp 

Associated British Foods.... 550p 
Electronics Boutique.— 81Kp 
Rio Tinto-  830p 
Lloyds TS8-079p 
Dowcflng & Mills—.—top 
Inspec Group.—Z78Mrp 
SnttthKBne Beacham.- 72 Ip 

9Xp 

-70p. 

Tandam Groilp.. 
Faupel Trading. 

_Disappointing results 
+19p---Bumper profits 
+41 p_Brokers' recommendations 
-43&p-Broker downgrades 
-6V&p-German disposal doubts 
+34p-Setts Dutch operation 
-S9p„...Talking to broken! 

-20p 
+1*p. 
-5V&P- 

. Continued stakrtxriding 
_;— Profits warning 
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to 465*2p on the news that Jim 

Fifield had resigned from the 

board with immediate effect 

and would pocket a £12 mil¬ 

lion payoff. 

Confirmation of market 
speculation that it plans to 
demerge its 51 per cent stake in 
Hambro Countrywide could 
spell the death kneU of Ham- 
bros, the merchant bank, up 
bp at 285p. The group is 
already in talks with various 
parties interested in buying 
the bank once the disposal of 
Countiywide has been com¬ 
pleted. Any bid would not 
include the bank's stake in 
Hambro insurance Services, 
down 2p at I03bp. 

Elsewhere among the mer¬ 
chant banks. Schraders tum¬ 
bled 74p to £2826. Earlier this 
week the price rose higher in a 
thin market, leading to claims 
that a ladder was stalking the 
shares. 

Perpetual the fond manag¬ 
er. plunged 217b p to £4027^ 
after Martyn Arbib, chair¬ 
man, rejected claims that his 
19 per cent stake in the 
company was up for grabs. 

Shares of Prestbury Group, 
the new vehicle of financier 
Nick Leslau. returned from 
suspension after completion of 
the £103 million acquisition of 
a property portfolio from 
ME PC. The shares returned 
at 4Ap in their new form and 
touched 5%p before dosing at 
5]4p, a rise of ^p. 

Shandwick. the PR consul¬ 
tant, firmed *zp to 48^ after 
telling shareholders that talks 
with various parties about a 
takeover or collaboration ar¬ 
rangement are continuing. 
□ GILT-EDGED: There was 
little response in the bond 
market to the German 
Bundesbank's decision to peg 
interest rates and the US trade 
figures. Prices dosed narrow¬ 
ly mixed in thin trading with 
investors reluctant to open 
fresh positions ahead of the 
weekend. 

In tite futures pit, the June 
series of the long gilt dosed a 
tick firmer at asatotal 
of 34.000 contracts were com¬ 
pleted. The short future fin¬ 
ished unchanged at £10192 on 
turnover of 828 contracts. 

Among conventional issues 
Treasury 8 per cent 2021 was 
£% better at £I29°i*, while at 
the shorter end Treasury 7 per 
cent 2002 finished a tick easier 
at £103*32. 
□ NEW YORK; Shares were 
narrowly mixed in late morn¬ 
ing trading. By midday the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
was up 7.97 points at 9.08454. 

MAJOR INDICES 

New York (midday): 
Dow Jones- 4084.54 1*7.971 
sea* compostte-inaTO(*iS3V 

Tokyo: 

NIkleel Average- 15703.80 (-179.97) 

Hong Kong: 
Hang sene-11001.32 (-166.46) 

Amsterdam: 

Sydney: 

Frankfort 
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Singapore: 

Brussels: 
1834200(4-76. Ift 
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Zurich: 

London: 
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RISES: 
.... 1304p(+32p) 

Thom.. 
Bedracomps. 
DflrtfcaBs Sys ...... 
Micro fbcus 
Tl...... 

. 205p(+14p) 
.... 585‘ap(+25p) 
. 330p(+11p) 
.... SJTrp (+ 15p) 
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Smiths Ind. 
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Period Open High Low Sen Vol 

Long Gilt Jun 98 _ 10909 109*12 109-03 10WJ7 34697 
Previous open Imereti 0 Sep 98 - 109125 10935 109.25 109-22 . 3 

German Govt Bond (Bond) Jun 98 - 1(77.70 107.90 107,70 107.77 44665 
Previous open taierea ibtim Sep 96 _ 101.52 10155 10152 ICO-SO 36 

Five Year Gilt Jun 98 _ 10199 10300 102.90 10292 783 
Prcvtoos open Interest 102S2 Sep _ I04J7 O 

Italian Govt Bond (BTI^ Jun 99 - 119.53 1I9A7 1I9A7 119.60 J9b6S 
previous open Imerca 140034 - Sep 98 - laws 12026 120.05 120X6 150 

Japanese Govt Bond (JGB) Jun 96 _ 130.74 13078 130.74 130.76 739 
Sep 96 - 1X169 13069 13069 13070 1 

Three Mtb Sterling Jun 98 - 4232 4253 9250 9251 >2308 
Sep 98 - 9ZA5 9206 <UI 9263 9433 

Previous open Inieren 875842 Dec 98. 9261 9252 9276 9279 19509 

Three Mtb Euromark JlUl 98 _ 96230 96345 96330 96-240 43236 
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Three Mth Earotim Jun 98 - 9SJ7 9532 95J7 95JI 32904 
Previous open Intercsi 950422 sep98 . 95.77 95.78 95.75 95.76 8063 

Three Mth Eumswiss Jun 98 _ 98J5 98.43 9834 9838 12649 
Previous open 1 merest 146825 Sep 96 - 98.15 9022 96.14 98.16 10600 
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Perpetual flying too high 
MARTYN ARBIB has put an end to the 
remarkable rise in Perpetual’s share price by 
dedaring he has no plans to reduce his 
personal holding substantially below its 
current level of around 19 per cent. Since 
November, shares in the investment manager 
had nearly doubled from £2157 to £42.45 — 
valuing it at almost £1.2 billion, or an 
incredible 13 per cent of its £9 billion of funds 
under management To fait this in perspec¬ 
tive; the toppy £3.1 billion that Merrill Lynch 
paid for Mercury Asset Management. Brit¬ 
ain’s premier institutional fond manager, 
represented 3 per cent at funds, while 
NaiWest paid only 1.9 per cent for Gartmore. 

Admittedly. Perpetual’s business is almost 
entirely drawn from retail investors who 
provide better margins. And the continuing 
strength of its investment record will ensure 
that it has enjoyed a bumper Pep season. But 
a 13 per cent valuation is well ahead of even 
the foopiest prices that unit trust companies 
fetched before the 19S7 stockmarket crash. 

In a break with his usual low profile. Mr 

Arbib has signalled his worry about the 
market’s over-exdiemenr. Perpetual’s rise has 
been accompanied by persistent suggestions 
that it was in takeover talks with Goldman 
Sadis Asset ManagemenL Mr Arbib’s care¬ 
fully worded statement falls short of a lull 
denial, saying only that he has not talked 
about a disposal of his personal shareholding. 

Even after falling back to £4027 yesterday. 
Perpetual’s shares continue to look danger¬ 
ously high in an ageing bull market. Markets 
are still close to record levels when measured 
by price-earnings ratios and dividend yields. 

But Perpetual faces another problem 
because its strategy of charging a premium 
price for a premium product is out of step with 
the Government's desire for finandal services 
companies to wear sackcloth. It seems 
Perpetual's high-charging funds would fail to 
win the Government's seal of approval under 
its proposed system of price bench-marking. 
That could pare a real threat in the coming 
era of individual savings accounts (Isas) and 
stakeholder pensions. 

All/UniChem 
COMBINING the Italians. 
French and British into one 
company would normally 
seem a recipe for disaster, 
but Alliance UniChem seems 
to be handling this with 
some aplomb. 

Yesterday’s profit figures 
had been trailed in Novem¬ 
ber. so the market was not 
surprised and attention was 
fixed on whether Jeff Harris, 
chief executive of tire en¬ 
larged group, would have to 
deliver any bad news on the 
merger. 

Instead, he said things are 
going tike a dream and 
promised £5 million of extra 
profit this year alone. So. 
with lire shares at 16.1 times 
forecast earnings, is there 
still time to buy? 

Sceptics point out that 
UniChem has only just be¬ 
gun to integrate the two 
companies, leaving much 
scope for problems later on. 
Mr Harris concedes that the 
first three months have been 

devoted to sorting out board- 
room egos. Sorting out the 
lower ranks will take much 
longer. 

But the logic behind this 
merger is to forge cost-saving 
alliances, not axe thousands 
of workers. There are no 
problematic head offices to 
shut down, and profits wiU 
be made by. say, UniChem 
nipping into Italy to buy 
cheap drugs if prices at home 
start to rise. 

Alliance UniChem is a big 

player in a fragmented but 
stable market and this 
should mean stable earnings 
growth for some time to 
come. 

It is also well placed to 
muscle in on privatisation of 
healthcare in Southern 
Europe. And it can continue 
to pick up cash-strapped 
chemists in Britain who are 
being forced to sell up. 

At a 10 per cent discount to 
the healthcare sector, the 
shares remain attractive- 
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Hambros starts the conveyor belt 
THE remaining Hambros 
assets read rather like the list 
of prizes at the end of the 
Generation Game. On the 
conveyor belt is a strange mix 
of items of variable quality. 
For instance, Hambros holds 
shares in Comey & Barrow, 
the City wine bar chain, as 
well as owning a rather more 
boring Canadian iund man- 

Yesterdays confirmation 
that Hambro Countrywide, 
the insurance and estate 
agency business, is to be 
demerged from the group 
was greeted unenthusiasti¬ 
cally by the market Shares in 
the estate agency business 
still look undervalued. 

Countrywide’s profits 

jumped by 71 per cent last 
year to reach more than £50 
million, but its shares trade 
on little more than right time 
prospective earnings. This is 
substantially less than 
Savflls. its quoted (but more 
upmarket) rival, which 
stands on 135 times. Earlier 
this month, Bradford & 
Bingley placed a similar val¬ 
ue on the Black Horse estate 
agency. 

Moreover, about half of 
Countrywide'S profits crime 
from the sale of insurance 
products, and insurance 
companies are trading on 
18.5 times prospective 
earnings. 

Hambros’s controlling 
stake in Hambro Insurance 

Services is also up for grabs. 
From the day it was floated. 
HIS has always looked a rag¬ 
bag of loss-adjusting, call 
centres and other finandal 
businesses with little strate¬ 
gic coherence. It will most 
likely quickly disappear — 
Fishers, the loss adjuster, 
expressed interest last year. 

The rump of Hambros, 
with its cash from the sale of 
the bank, its collection of 
unquoted stakes and the 
stake in Guinness Flight 
Hambro (the group's cuddly 
toy?) will also find buyers. 
But most of the value has 
already been extracted from 
the break-up. 

Edited by PaulDurman 
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Ministers seek lottery opinion 
■ A major government drive to canvass public opinion on the 
National Lottery will be launched by Chris Smith this week as 
part of his mission to operate a "people’s lottery". Punters will be 
asked through leaflets distributed to lottery ticket retailers by the 
Department of Culture. Media and Sport to respond to the White 
Paper, published today, which will propose major changes to the 
way the lottery is run.Page 1 

Premium Bonds bring in the rich 
■ Premium Bonds, once the favourite investment of canny 
grannies and penny-pinching junior clerks, are fighting back 
against the National Lottery as the rich discover they make an 
extremely attractive punt.Pages 1,49 

Hospital for killer 
A paranoid schizophrenic who 
stabbed a WPC to death was sent 
to a top-security mental hospital 
without time limir-Pages 1,7 

Pension sales reform 
Ministers are to announce plans 
for a tough code of selling prac¬ 
tices for savings and pensions 
schemes.Pages I, 29,58, 59 

Campaign for peace 
Tony Blair mounted an all-out ef¬ 
fort to rally support for Northern 
Ireland's peace pact before today's 
meeting of the Ulster Unionists' 
ruling council.Page 2 

Himmler remembered 
Feted by the veteran Nazi elite as 
she was by her father, Himmler’s 
daughter parades at an SS rally in 
Austria.Page 3 

Oxford in the City 
The Oxford Union Society is now a 
springboard for students aspiring 
to corporate finance, consultancy 
and law.Page 5 

ice monster afloat 
An iceberg 25 miles long and three 
miles wide is floating in the South¬ 
ern Ocean as an Antarctic ice shelf 
fails apart....Page 9 

Parents caned 
Teachers mourned the disappear¬ 
ance of the parental “wallop" as 
they blamed families for class¬ 
room tearaways.Page 10 

High Street Cup 
One of the biggest matches of the 
World Cup kicks off prematurely 
next week and looks set to be a 
hard contest.Page 20 

Kennedy in ermine 
Helena Kennedy was introduced 
into the Lords on Guy Fawkes 
Day, which seemed a good joke, 
writes Valerie Grove.Page 21 

Jury summons 
Susan McDougal. the Clintons’ 
jailed Whitewater partner, has 
been ordered to appear before a 
federal grand jury.Page 12 

Red tape gives Left Bank the blues 
■ Jazz on Paris's Left Bank has fallen victim to bureaucracy, ac¬ 
cording to jazz lovers. Issuing a cry of alarm at what they say is 
the modem musical poverty of Saint-Germain-des-Pits, they 
condemned red tape as the enemy of creativity.Page 15 

Romeo Revisited, a lithograph by Edwina Sandys, Churchill's granddaughter, which has attracted much Interest in New York. Page 13 

Tourists win: A dolphin ther¬ 
apy centre that has helped 
hundreds of children to over¬ 
come severe handicaps is 
being squeezed out by 
holidaymakers...Page 6 

Man of contradiction: David 
Trimble, a quiet academic at 
the centre of an Orange 
storm...   Pages 

Fat city: New Orleans has 
been declared America's fat¬ 
test city, but the citizens are 
refusing to let it spoil their 
passion for food.Page 11 

Stamp of authority: Two 
strong men face it off at the 
Post Office.Page 18 

IIHM:!I!-Jy—■liHl 

Hyping It After the bouquets, 
the backlash- Faking It is 
stronger on condemnation 
than explanation— Page 23 

This House endures: The 
playground of power has 
sometimes appeared to out¬ 
siders as a nursery of 
privilege..Page 2? 

Simon Jenkins: John Consta¬ 
ble never saw an ugly thing. 
But he was never dumped 
from the 930 Eurostar ex¬ 
press onto the backside of 
Elizabeth House__Page 22 

Jeffrey Robinson: Decrimi- 
nalisation is not the answer. 
That keeps young people out 
of jail; but it doesn’t keep 
drugs out of young 
people.Page 22 

EML Jim Flfield has left EMI 
with a pay-off of more than 
£12 million.Page 27 

Laura Ashley: A Malaysian 
company has 40 per cent of 
Laura Ashley_Page 27 

Markets: The FTSE. 100 foil 
79.8 points to 59222. The ster¬ 
ling index fell from 108.1 to 
107.6 after a fall from $1.6926 
to $1.6852 and DM3.0592 to 
DM3.0465. Page 31 

Princess's role; Blair's Mid¬ 
dle East tour; Japanese Em¬ 
peror’S visit; PR in town halls ; 
addressing familiarity; lot¬ 
tery funding: London maps; 
measuring generation gap; 
the weather.Page 23 

■- WEEKEND MOUSY- 

Fred Davis, snooker playen 
Trevor Mound, diplomat; Ah¬ 
med All, immigration 
counsellor —  Page 25 

More Premium Bonds have 
been sold in the past 36 
months titan in the previous 
37 years_ ..Page 49 

SPORT 

Football: Manchester Uni¬ 
ted will make personnel 
changes at the end of the 
season, says Alex Fergus¬ 
on. whatever the outcome 
of the league-Page 36 

Rugby union: The destiny 
of the Allied Dunbar Pre¬ 
miership title could hang 
on the meeting tomorrow 
between Saracens and 
Newcastle.-Page 41 

Snooker: The winner of 
the Embassy world 
championship is likely to 
be one of Ronnie O'Sul¬ 
livan, John Higgins and 
Stephen Hendry _ Page 35 

Canti Otis: models trailer-' 
trash trends.Page 68 
Murder he wrote: Ed Me-;*' 
Bain's new adventures--®^ 
Copland.;_Pageig-1 
Beat the dock: the new 
office culture.Page 28 
Company of wolves: Rus¬ 
sian hunters test their 
manhood-Page3g 

Through the mW: posh 
boys and pop-Page 6 
Books: Will Self, tough or J 
not so tough?— Page 14 
Action station: a stroll - 
along the left bank of the 
Thames-Page 24 
Listings: Your full guide to 
what’s on in your- 
area.Pages 26-43 

Weekend 
The Mg party: Michael 
Gove on the real election 
night.Pages L 2 
Fashion crime: an unlike¬ 
ly target.—.Page3 C 
Footsie index: Following 
sports fashion.Page 5 
Storming home: Horrors 
of floods.. Page 9 
Travel: Zimbabwe, Brazil, 
Essex.Pages 23-31 

Full seven-day guide to 
radio and television 

Ifs World Book Day, 
read all about it! 

THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,769 
.4 £20 book token will be awarded to the senders of the first five correct 
solutions opened next Thursday. Entries should be addressed to: The 
Times. Saturday Crossword Competition. PO Bax 486, Virginia Street, 
London El 9DD. The names of the winners and the solution will be 
published next Saturday. 

Name/Address .— 

ACROSS 
1 Spending (ess on party, and 

reducing effort (6-6). 
9 Jacket worn by Emma or Re¬ 

becca. say (4.5). 
10 Wife embracing a husband 

returning to Eastern state (5). 
11 One of the first books going out 

(6). 
12 Start play after tough's dismissed 

(5,3). 
13 Fashion team is into such rich 

fabric (6). 
15 Lamb, for example, in casseroles, 

say. is tasty (5). 
18 It’s enough to keep the corpora¬ 

tion occupied (8). 
19 Cany out surgical operation for 

pain (6). 
21 Resigned after editor’s move to 

change layout (8). 
23 Going the wrong way. falls again 

a to spmner (6). 
26 Withdraw from a foreign state (5). 
27 Destruction of fox in Kent one 

immediately related (4,23). 
28 Whistler’s inspiration? A source 

of light (8,4). 
3 — ~ Ml 
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DOWN 
1 These go up where many snakes 

go down (7). 
2 One who sings old catch, to begin 

with (5). 
3 Riding on noble railway into the 

interior (9). 
4 Prevent score to avoid losing (4)- 
5 Raised one card-player endlessly, 

with king and four aces (8). 
6 Coward holding end of bomb for 

explosives expert (5). 
7 Speculator — one who believes 

gold must be retained (S). 
8 A good chairperson covers it (6). 

14 Singer that's old-fashioned in 
changing times (8). 

16 In favour of authentic choral 
musk (9). 

17 Writer opening up. invaded by 
press (8). 

18 Poet’s craft manifested in elabo¬ 
rate style, none the less (6). 

20 Rook and duck included by lung, 
in place of other birds (7). 

22 Cunning exercise producing pas¬ 
sage needed for chapter (5). 

24 Agreed, after rising, to accept 
king’s view (5). 

25 Beheaded old German — some 
nerve! (4)._ 

Solution to Puzzle No 20768 

ECJOEHIBaSHB BfflHE 
0 H B ID 55 Offl 

BHnunasss assmiiQ 
0 0 ei § m a a 

□BnaBin afuaDnrasa 
n 0 in a s a 

shoe onmanraamrao 
E 01 0 0 0 

EBsniasciEEia aaaa 
n b tfl a b a 

B0[300@nn snsssa 
o ® 0 a a a a i 
Haomaci QaasaQaa 
□ 0 a q a ci m 
anna Bninrasonna 

Last week's winners Dr OH Kayszkmnka, Forest Gate, London: LJ HalL 
IV allnsey. Merseystae.G Dumma. Kennington, London: J J? L NuttaU. Elstree. 
Herts G Maacey. Ashford. Kent. 
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Latest Roid and Weather con<ficiofn 

UK Woxther- AD region* 0336 444 910 
UK RomOs - All ragloa 0930 401 410 

Md,ms 0330 401 744 
M25 eid LMc RokI, 0330001 747 
Nadonil NMonnp 0330 401 740 
Cononeoal Europe 0330 401 OIO 
Channel erasing 0330 401 388 
Motoring id I Iwltpow 
ftGamkfcakpons 8130407 SOS 

Weather by Fax O&BMIa 
DMOllOfaSowdSy — — who tinn y fa 
UVWCcmy 414 334 N.lr«bnd 414 341 
V«o 410 333 Lsrin 410 342 

410*30 
E410 337 
M.W« 410 338 
N-Eaa 410 330 
Scotland 010 140 

Media Marine 
410 300 

410 307 

World City Weather 

A day to 
bj> Phone dial 
bj> fax (Index page) 

Motoring 
Europe CowRry bjr Cows 
European furi com 

Seaport Mormacfon 

Done/tantf Part* 

Le Shuttle 

0330 411210 

0330 401 883 
0330 401 880 
0330 401 887 
0X30 001 882 
0330 001 409 
0330 401 803 

fXlj Car reports by fax 

the AA menu of 1*5 can 0330 414 300 

Dial from your fxx handset, 
you my have to act to pel receive mode 

\ HOURS Of DARKNES* 

TODAY 
Sun rises: Sun 
5.59 am 

Moon sets 
10.20 am 

Last quarter April tomorrow 
London B 02 pm to 5.57 am 
Bristol S 12 pm W 607 am 
BOnburgh 82S pm to 5 50 an 
Manchester 8 15 pm to 6 01 am 
Penzaice an pm to 622 am 

ace pm 

Moon rises 
124 am 

TOMORROW 
Sunrises: Sunsets: 
557 am 804 pm 

Moon sets Moon rises 
11.18 am 2.12 am a 

Last quarter today 
London 8 04 pm to 5 55 am 
Bristol 813 pn to 505 am 
BcSrOurgh 627 pm to 5 56 am 
Manchester 817 pm to 559 am 
Penance 8 23 pm to 620 am 

HIGH TIDES 

TODAY 
Aberdeen 
Avon mouth 
Belfast 
CaidH 
Devonport 
Dow 
Dubai 
Ftumoudi 
Grearxx* 
hanmn 
Holyhead 
Hu# (A/ben D) 
fflracomtw 
King s Lynn 
La* 
Uwerpml 
London Snoge 
Lowestoft 
Margate 
Milord Haven 
Newquay 
Oban 
Penzance 
Portland 
Portsnouffi 
Shoreham 
Southampton 
Swansea 
Jggg 
WallortOn-Naze_ „„ 
OwncwqNleanedAJwneiaST Hdtfth 

AM HT PM HT 
4-58 38 533 35 

10-36 11 1 1058 108 
234 32 3-12 31 

1022 103 1042 101 
9-10 47 927 48 
209 80 236 59 
821 35 403 34 
8-41 45 858 46 
402 30 4 17 2-3 
3 15 36 3:32 3.5 
1 47 49 213 4.7 
9.51 76 1022 7.4 
926 7.7 949 76 
952 57 1020 53 
624 47 654 46 
255 84 257 8.0 
525 68 540 65 
JOS 22 1:18 22 
326 44 3.47 44 
9:44 58 1009 57 
839 59 905 58 
902 31 9:40 ai 
8-05 46 833 4.8 

>022 15 1033 15 
2.42 4 2 3.13 4 1 
224 55 254 54 
208 40 933 40 
9-49 78 19.(8 7.7 
720 40 B04 47 
309 3fl 325 37 

HIGHEST* LOWEST 

'JBY “mp: Torquay. Devon, 
lac (55F); lowest day mac Buffon ,-Dartaytfwb. 
8C (43R; highest raMaO: FoltasttrM. Kent. 
0-04frV highest, amshme: Lsretek. Shetland, 
I25t. 

0 
NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 
Recyded paper maria up 
41.4% of the raw material for 
UK newspapers ri the first 
hat oil 997 
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□ General: England and Wales mil 
have a mix of sunny breaks and 
showers, with most of the showers in 
Kent and East Anglia. These will efie 
away before increasing cloud spreads 
from the West Western Scotland will 
see outbreaks of light rain, but the 
East will be mostly dry. Northern 
Ireland will have some sunny periods 
with a little rain in places. 
□ London, SE England, E Anglia, 
E England: drier and brighter with 
sunny spells and showers, wind light, 
northwest. Max 13C (55F). 
□ Central S England, Channel 
Isles, SW England, S Wales, N 
Wales: mainly dry with some decent 
sunny periods and the odd shower. 
Wind light west to northwest. Max 
13C[55F). 
□ E Midlands, W Midlands, NW 
England, Lake District, Isle of Man, 
Central N England, NE England: 

dry and mainly sunny with a few 
showers in the afternoon. Wind light 
west to northwest. Max 12C (54F). 
□ Borders, Edfeiburgh & Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Moray Firth, NE Scot¬ 
land, Orkney, Shetland: slight risk of 
a shower but there will be some good 
sunny spells. Wind light northwest 
later southeast. Max 11C <52F). . 
□ SW Scotland, Glasgow, Central 
Highlands, Argyll, NW Scotland: 
cloudy with some drizzle. Wind light to 
moderate, southeast Max 11C (52F). 
□ N Ireland: plenty of cloud and risk 
of a shower. Wind freshening, south¬ 
east Max 12C (54F). 
□ Republic of Ireland: bright eariy 
with showers, rain later. Wina increas¬ 
ing, south. Max 12C (54F). 
□ Outlook: rain in the West on 
Sunday morning will spread to the rest 
of the country during the afternoon. It 
will become milder on Monday. 

24 hate 5 pnv.b=briaht c=ctoud; d-=<*teta;da=duBtstoffiv,<iu=tJufc f-falr, tfl-fog; g=gaJe: h=hadt; 
r=rafn; ati-shmmr d-staec sn-snmr. s=sun: l=Biunctor 

Sito Mi 

Aberdeen 

sssr 
Avtemora 

m 
6.0 

115 001 
8.8 002 
B2 001 

105 0.01 
35 0.01 
0.4 055 
1.4 032 
*7 
33 001 

X 
02 X 

X 
11.4 
SB 

X 
12 0.74 
89 
84 0.03 
80 004 

X • 
83 0.01 
08 0.94 
9.5 001 
34 042 
1.9 074 
01 052 

X 
08 046 
3$ 002 

10.7 0.01 
- 029 

04 053 
100 001 
19 001 
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Max Sun Ban Max 
C F hm r C F 
9 48 b Lsuchora 7.0 « 11 52 s 

10 50 s UBtehmpm X 0X4 9 48 d 
11 52 8 London • 025 8 48 sh 
8 46 ah Lowestoft 12 006 9 48 r 

11 52 sh 45 . 9 48 b 
9 48 c Margate 14 aso 10 SO r 
9 48 c MXtehssd X 

11 52 b Moracantos 44 . 10 50 b 
12 5* a • ttoKastte X 
6 43 c Newquay X 

12 54 s Norwich 0.7 006 10 50 c 
9 48 c Oxford 

Romanes X 
0.01 9 48 c 

10 GO s Pools 33 031 12 54 s 
9 48 b Prestatyn X 

Boss on Wye X 081 11 52 b 
10 50 d Salcombe 75 0.50 12 54 0 
10 50 a SaumnSnd 88 904 11 52 8 
9 48 3 Scartwo' X 

11 52 3 Shrewsbury 8.3 0.01 9 48 8 

6 48 B 
Starless 
Souvnnd 

15 
X 

" 8 46 C 

9 48 a Southport X « 11 52 S 
12 54 3 SoUlhsaa as ivm 10 SO du 
12 54 C Stornoway 11.5 0.01 9 48 6 
10 5Q r Swanage 23 933 11 52 b 
9 48 c Tefjjnrnbulh 7.1 007 12 54 3 

Tenby 7.5 . 11 52 C 
ID 50 tto Tlree 121 0.01 9 48 c 
9 48 b Torquay 7.4 012 13 55 & 

10 
8 

50 
46 

i 
c 

Tynemouth 
WestonsMare 

X 
6.1 002 11 82 s 

9 48 sh Weymouth X 
10 50 8 
9 48 C 

8 48 s 

AtacOO 

Atex'dris 
Allots 
Amsftfrn 
Athens 
B Aires 
Bahrain 
Bangtail 
Barbados 
Barcelona 

tst- 
Bcrtgrads 
B«sn 
Sonnueta 
BJanttz 
Borde’x 
Bassets 
Budspst 
CeJra 
Cape To 
Ch'cniFirii 
Chicago 

. ‘ 
MUEMDi’/f 

.* ■*>’_. r .1 

14 571 Cologne 11 52 1 Madrid 9 481 
27 81 c Corfu 19 06 1 19 06 1 
23 73 S Cpbagn 5 41 C Malaga 20 68c 

Dublin 7 451 • Malta 21 70 s 
9 48 1 Dubrovnik 15 59 c Uelb’me 16 61 1 

21 70s Faro 17 63 1 MeodcoC 29 84 S 
21 70 c Florence 14 57 a Miami 27 81 s 
30 88 s Frankfurt B 481 MBan 11 52 & 
35 95 a Funchal 17 631 Montreal 
30 86 1 Geneva 10 50! Moscow 5 hi 
17 63 1 GtoraSar 17 63C Munich 7 45 1 
13 55 r HatefoW 8 46 E NDeM 34 93 3 
23 84 s 
18 04 f 

HongK 
inrshrek 

26 791 
7 45 c 

N York 13 55 1 
26 791 

11 52 <j Istanbul 17 63 a Naples 16 61 1 
Jeddah 39100 9 Noe 15 »E 

14 57 1 Jotxrg 21 701 3 37 si 
11 52 r 
9 48c 

L Angels 
L Palmes 

16 61 S 
20 68 S 

Paris 
Psrtn 

9 48 > 
19 66 C 

12 54 r LsTquo! 9 48 1 Pragua 10 50 1 

21 70 a 
Lisbon 
Locarno 

16 61 c 
9 48 s 

ReyWwft 
Rhodes 

4 39 d 

14 57 Lwcemhg 7 45c Hfode J 31 88 s 
1 uxor 44111 G 1 Rio de J 27 81 S 

Riyadh 

8 FVSsco 
S Paulo 
Salzburg 

IS?90 
Steg-pc* 
sri3«tTTi 
Stmsb'rg 
Sydnw 
Tangier 
Tel A* 
Tansrtfe 
Tokyo 
Toronto 
Turns 

VancVer 
Venice 
Wjnna 

WeTngton 
Zurich 

Tanpersfuras at mbdey local hne on TlMsday X - not avafiteie 

35 95 s 
17 83 t 
13 56 3 

X 
8 461 

21 70 & 
21 70 f 
34 93 I 

E 431 
10 50 I 
19 66 c 
18 64 c 
31 88 6 
21 70 I 
IB 6* 1 
10 50 r 
23 73 I 
18 64 r 
11 52 r 
13 55 I 
9 48 r 

11 52 c 
17 63 
9 48 r 

Qianges to the dart above from noon; low A wiS move east and fill- low r will itc 
identity as a now low develops oft northwest Scotland; low V wd be stowmovlr^ fins 
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TORONTO WITH NIAGARA, 
ROCKIES OR NEW YORK 

5 nights in Toronto returning supersonic on Concorde. 
Niagara with helicopter, dty tour, luncheons and theatre 
Depart on 22 May, 4 July, 1,31 Aug, or 19 Sept £1,999 

Toronto & Rockies with Concorde. 18 - 27 Sept- £2,499 

4 nights in New York. Concorde, any weekend £1,999 

MONACO GRAND PRIX 
OR WORLD CUP FINAL 

Luncheon at Je Bistroquet for Monaco Grand Prix with 
Paris, Concorde and Burostar 23 - 24 May £999 

Concorde with World Cup Final seat on 12 July £1,999 

EGYPT AND JORDAN 
Cairo and Luxor with Concorde 11-14 Sept £1,699 

Petra and Amman with Concorde 8-13Sept £1,999 

Egypt and Jordan with Concorde 10-16 Sept £1,999 

ORIANA, CONCORDE 
AND ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Madeira, Tenerife and Lisbon. 28 Apr. - 4 May 

Barcelona, SLTropez. Florence & Pisa 10 -16 May 

Amsterdam, Bruges and Brussels. 22 - 25 May 

NEW GRAND PRINCESS 
WITH CONCORDE 

Istanbul, Kusadasi (for Ephesus). Piraeus (for Athens) 
and Venice, 5 nights on 19 June or 6 Aug. £1,999 

^femce, Naples. Livorno (for Florence), Monte-Carlo 
and Barcelona, 7 nights on 24 June or 11 Aug. £2,499 

QE2 WITH CONCORDE 
AND ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Cruise from Tenerife via Madeira 16 - 20 June £1,699 

Midnight Sun & Norwegian Fjords 20 - 3l"july £2,999 

New York and Toronto 29 Aug -10 Sept £3,999 

For our brochure, phone0181-992 4477, or write to: 

SUPERLATIVE TRAVEL ra 
43. Woodhurst Road. London, W3 6SS @ 

I 
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Crisis? 
What 
crisis? 

N TOTTENHAM SURVIVE THE DROP? 
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High stakes: Wilson, left and Gross know that the losers of their match at Oakwell today could be playing in the NationwideL^giienad^^n 

FOR the son of a policeman. Chris¬ 
tian Gross has made a remarkable 
mess of keeping law and order. 
Insulted and abused this week—and 

■ that was just by his own players — 
the Tottenham Hotspur team he will 
lead to Barnsley today is not just on 
the brink of the Nationwide League. 
It is seemingly on the edge of chaos. 

Hardly the preparation, then, that 
a Gross would have wanted for a game 

of barely imaginable significance 
% today in which defeat for Spurs will 

plunge them into the relegation zone 
— and quite possibly towards a crisis 
from which it will take them years to 
recover. The states at Oakwell. 

B where Barnsley will enjoy the sup¬ 
port of their fevered crowd, could not 
be higher. 

Sat in the canteen at Tottenham’s 
training ground in Chigwell this 
week, the manager appeared almost 

■ oblivious to the stresses and strains. 
Jokes and gibes appear to bounce off 
him. as do difficult questions. Yet the 
austere front that the Swiss coach 
undoubtedly sees as his strength 
could well prove his undoing. Dress* 

Ang-room unrest has babbled up to 
urinous levels. Players complain of 

a lack of communication. Fans, who 
have so far spared the manager. . 
complain of a lack of leadership- 

worst of all. although Gross may 
not be the only one at White Hart 
Lane to blame, has been the treat¬ 
ment of Gary Mabbutt. the 36-year- 
old veteran of almost 500 league 
games for Spurs. Blocked from 
joining West Ham United earlier this 
season, he was led to believe that 
there was a “job for life" at the dub he 
has served so faithfully. Now he has 
been unceremoniously told to pack 
his bags. 

Mabbutt, typically, has kept his 
peace and his dignity but others, after 
months of moaning privately, have 
now gone public. David Howells, 
such a proven battler in a relegation 
fight, greeted his exile from the 
18-man squad for the match today 
with open disgust Darren Anderton, 
likely to be kept on the substitutes’ 
bench despite his protestations of 
fitness, has been similarly unable to 
withhold his frustrations. 

Regarding Anderton's omission. 
Gross said: “I am not upset at players 
speaking out They are aduh enough 
to answer questions and ail they are 
doing is putting pressure on mem- 
selves Darren must be patient His 
contract is with Tottenham, not with 

EChrisArmstrong also undermined 
his manager with a blatant display of 

Matt Dickinson on 
the dissent and 

friction that 
are confronting 

the head coach at 

White Hart Lane 

dissent after being substituted in the 
1-1 draw against Coventry City on 
Monday ana Gross is thought likely 
to react by dropping him in favour of 
les Ferdinand this afternoon. • 

Unhappy players, of course, are 
nothing new and not necessarily even 
a barrier to success. Alex Ferguson 
and Ruud Gullit provide proof 
enough that players do not have to 
love their manager to win for him. 
Nor is it all Gross's doing: he. 
inherited a dressing-room of malcon¬ 
tent and complaints about his strict 
training regime should be dismissed 
as baseless whinges. When Roy 
Hodgson arrived at Blackburn 
Rovers from Switzerland with simi¬ 
lar ideas, he was hailed as a. 

revolutionary genius. Grass did the 
same and was dismissed as a boot- 
camp commandant It was xenopho¬ 
bic stereotyping at its worst 

There is no doubt that in many 
games, the Spurs players have 
ducked their responsibilities. The 
supporters know it and this has 
spared Gross their wrath. But the 
truth is also that Gross has given his 
underachievers excuses to gripe with 
some inexplicable tactics, notably, 
the refusal to countenance dropping 
Ramon Vega or Jurgen Klinsmann. 

Vega, who played under Gross at 
Grasshopper Zurich, appears un¬ 
touchable. however lumbering his 
performance. His weaknesses have 
not only damaged Spurs, but also 
England, with Sol Campbell appear¬ 
ing to be buckling under the strain of 
carrying the entire defence. His form 
is a worry for both dub and country. 

Then there is Klinsmann, the only 
player in the work! with a clause in 
ins contract saying that he cannot be 
dropped. The German striker is 
another of the players to have Ha.chwi 
with his coach, in his case over 
tactics. No wonder people are asking 
tite question who runs the team. 

Gross's answer is a limp one. “At 
the time that we signed Jurgen, we 
had no strikers. I wasn't going to go 

to Italy and bring back a player with 
such a high reputation and not let 
him play. It was never going to be a 
decision whether to drop Jurgen or 
not. but now that we have everyone 
back, if I fed it is best for the team, he 
will not play. 

"Jurgen is not hapmr with his form. 
He is not as successful as he would 
like. Bui the fact is. he was more 
involved than Chris Armstrong 
against Coventry and my judgment 
was right." He will find many Spurs 
fans who disagree. 

Klinsmann, of course, will depart 
this summer in what is sure to be a 
huge shake-up at Tottenham, regard¬ 
less of their fate. Berti, Howells. 
Mabbutt, Grodas and Austin are 
also seemingly certain departures. 
Others, such as Scales and Edin¬ 
burgh, remain unsettled. 

Whether Gross survives will de¬ 
pend on two things: relegation and 
Alan Sugar. Renowned for his stub¬ 
bornness, the Spurs chairman will 
want Gross to see out the remaining 
year of his contract Indeed, the more 
people that call for Gross to go. the 
more likely Sugar is to stick by him. 
Relegation may test the computer 
tycoon's loyalty, though, and on that 
score, he will be considerably the 
wiser by end of this afternoon. 
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Hazell sets 
sights on 
appearing 

*■;— on screen 
1 

■ bowls: Sandy Hazell, 
from Kent, who won the 

_ women’s world indoor 
singles tide in 1996. needs to J 
win her next three matches 
to become the first woman to 
earn a place in a televised 

— bowls event since the new 
open qualifying system 
was introduced by the World 
Bowls Tour (David Rhys 

J Jones writes). 
jL Yesterday, in the 
CO Professional Bowls 
M Association play-offs in 
in- Blackpool, she defeated 

:'ne Winston Scott a 
:T1 professional bowls coach 
:;by from Co Antrim, 7-3.7-1, 
;E\ and will now play Jonathan 

:;by Forey, who won two Welsh 
titles last week. 

ce 
;W ■ FOOTBALL: The World 

■ •pa Cup organisers yesterday 
released telephone 

:D; numbers for people wishing 
.be to buy the final 110.000 
:ci tickets for the finals in 
.su France this summer. 

i an From April 22 to May 2, 
tickets will be available 

■br for nils from Europe on 
.'•77 0033 1 49 87 53 54. lines 
■•D: will be open from 8.0am 
. lai until 8.0pm during 
tin weekdays and from 9.0am to 
CO 
|krr ■ 

8.0pm on Saturdays. 
W| 

■Tl ■ BADMINTON: Kelly 

•>r Morgan, already the highest 
rej placest British woman 
in since computerised rankings 

began seven years ago. 
attempts to become Britain's gr 

gr- first singles finalist for 
WE eight years in the European 
ed championships, which 
lui 
H. 

start in Sofia today. 

mt ■ RACKETS: Willie 
iht Boone will attempt to add 
ad the world doubles 
of championship to his array of 
an titles when he and Peter 
IL Brake take on the holders. 
W( Shannon HazeO and Neil 

. is- Smith, in the first leg at 
sh 
•y« 

■ Clifton College today. 

an ■ RUGBY UNION: London 
ne; Broncos will become the 

second rugby league dub 
lac to participate in toe 
ne Middlesex Sevens this 
bo 

thi 

year. 

CRICKET 
nAVTO JOKES 

Lara’s fall 
brings no 
comfort to 
Durham 

r 

By Jack Bailey 

EDGBASTON (first day of 
four Durham won toss): Dur¬ 
ham, with nine first-innings 
wickets in hand, are 319 runs 
behind Warwickshire 

A RAMPAGFNG century 
frorrf Neil Smith, an eight-ball 
nought hum Brian Lara, a 
wicket for Ed Giddins with the 
fifth bail bowled for his new 
county meant that there was 
no shortage of incident But in 
the end it was a familiar- 
looking tale that unfolded as 
Durham foiled to sustain their 
early promise and Warwick¬ 
shire, though lacking six front- 
rank players through injury, 
did enough to emerge on top 
before bad light brought play 
to a dose 19 overs early. 

Lara may have fallen 501* 
runs short of his highest score 
against Durham, and War¬ 
wickshire may have lost three 
prime wickets in lurching to 
24. but it was only a matter of 
time before they asserted 
themselves. Such was the raw¬ 
ness of Durham’s attack once 
Betts and Wood, their opening 
pair, were rested, that some¬ 
one was bound to cash in. 

In fact, Warwickshire had 
lost five good men for 115 
before Smith, their eventual 

saviour, strode to the wicket 
You might have thought it was 
mid-season from the alacrity 
with which he rose to the 
challenge. The third first-dass 
century of his career would 
have come even foster than the 
eventual count of 111 balls had 
he not paced himself carefully 
as he sighted his hundred. As 
it is, a tally of two sixes and 13 
fours in Ids 113 paints a true 
picture of his dominance. 

His power on the off side set 
up a selfdestructive spiral for 
Durham. As Smith plays, with 
his inside-out method, almost 
everything pitched on the off¬ 
side of middle went through or 
over the covers. So Boon gave 
his bowlers seven fielders on 
the off side. Then, paradoxi¬ 
cally. the bowlers dare not 
bowl except to feed Smith's 
strength and he made the 
most of it 

All of which ruined a day 
that had begun promisingly 
for the Durham captain. Cap¬ 
turing Ostler’s wicket with the 
fourth ball of die day as a 
yorker from Betts plucked out 
the off-stump was a good start. 
The removal of Lara after he 
had food eight balls was even 
better. Wearing so many 
sweaters that he looked for all 

Y:• 

t.-'i -y 
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Wood jumps for joy as Lara walks away having been caught behind without scoring 

the world like the Michdin 
Man, Lara played back to a 
ball slanting across him and 
edged thinly to the wicket¬ 
keeper. Wood was the bowler 
just as he was when an 
assured-fooking Knight was 
bowled played forward to one 
that came back at him off the 
seam. 

A stand of 91 between Hemp 
and Penney was aided by 

some nervous overs from 
young Harmison. They lifted 
the pressure at a vital time and 
the Warwickshire batsmen 
took full toll. Harmison's first 
three overs cost him 27 and. 
although he returned to bowl 
more creditably later, the 
damage was - done. Betts, 
whose five wickets were de¬ 
served reward for his persis¬ 
tence, produced the first of two 

wickets to foil in two balls just 
before lunch, but then came 
Smith, and Durham's famil¬ 
iar raggedness of past seasons 
returned. Nor were their spir¬ 
its much lifted by the mode of 
dismissal chosen by Lewis 
when their turn came to bat 

He padded up to a straight 
baD from Giddins that hit his 
off-stump. Giddins was back 
and so was Lewis. 
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Slater’s debut 
cut short by 

unlucky break 
' By Richard Hobson 

derby (first day of four, 
Nottinghamshire won toss): 
Derbyshire, with nine first- 
innings wickets in hand, are 
three runs behind Notting¬ 
hamshire 

CAPTAINCY must have 
seemed easy to Dominic Cork 
yesterday- Derbyshire as¬ 
sumed control in the first 
session, when they removed 
seven Nottinghamshire bats¬ 
men. and so far they have 
refused to allow the advantage 
to slip- A day free of trouble 
remains anathema, however, 
for a team that endured all 
manner of strife last season. 

Michael Slater, the Austra¬ 
lia batsman, marked his coun¬ 
ty debut by breaking a bone in 
his left hand in the field. A 
specialist last night told the 
dub that Slater will be out for 
a month. Tweats assumed the 
opener’s role in his stead and 
put on 78 with Rollins, com¬ 
fortably the best partnership 
of a day truncated by 20 
minutes. He resumes two runs 
short of his half-century. 

Slater was hurt in the 26th 
over, when Johnson edged an 
attempted cut against Dean. 
He spilt the stinging chance at 
second slip, but Tweats ran 
around from first slip to take 
the catch and such alertness 
characterised Derbyshire’s ef¬ 
forts on a perishing morning. 

The fielders provided the 
bowlers with the service they 
deserved for an entirely sensi¬ 
ble approach in helpful condi¬ 
tions. De Freitas set the tone in 
his opening spell by checking 
his pace to concentrate on a 

good line and appm™^ 
length. The ball swung co^f 
erably, a crosswind assist 
movement and none of 
Nottinghamshire batstnaf; 
not even Dowman. who 
pied the crease for more 
two hour? in acoimuJatinS 
— was ever truly “in”. 

Pollard, too. adopts 
watchful approach before oJ 
ding up to DeFrehas aw 
three overs later. GalW 
first innings for his net 
county ended when he edgrfi 
an outswinger by Cork to%^ 
As Nottinghamshire deHJ 
steadily to i 18 al I out. jotoSJ 
might have pondered his 
dom in deriding to bat 

A score of 56 for thus 
became 64 for six when Ald^d 
claimed three wickets in jj 
balls. Robinson began 
valedictory season by edgL 
to Slater, who promptly 
an x-ray. before. Afzaal 
bowled between bat and paj 
and Dowman fell leg-before. 

Nottinghamshire indufo 
four recognised opening bats- 
men. as well as another four,, 
who justify all-rounder status.* 
Their order needed depth, fe* 
wickets continued to feu. 
Dean had Wharf leg-beta? 
with a full-length ball an] 
Tolley perished immediate 
after lunch. 

Cork chose an opportu® 
moment to recall himself o 
the attack. Noon derided inap¬ 
propriately to cut and gave 
Krikken a regulation catch, 
and Evans, whose attacking 
approach had taken him toa 
provided the wicketkeeper 
with a second victim. 

Byas’s graft pays off handsomely 
HEADINGLEY (first day of four. 
Somerset won toss): Yorkshire have 
scored 253for seven wickets against 
Somerset 

THE sky rarely lost its pewter tint 
and a bitterly cold wind swept 
through the ground all day but 
around 500 Yorkshire supporters 
still gathered to greet the start of the 
season. 

Their fidelity, which stems per¬ 
haps from a belief that they can win 
their Gist championship since 1968. 
was rewarded twofold. Not only did 
they witness an entire day’s play. 

By Barney Spender 

but a carefully constructed 101 from 
David Byas, the captain, gave the 
Yorkshiremen the early initiative. 

However, a late burst from Mar¬ 
cus Tresco thick, Somerset's medi¬ 
um-pace all-rounder, redressed the 
balance as he claimed three for five 
in 18 tails to finish with career-best 
figures of four for 47. 

Byas strode 15 boundaries but it 
was mostly attritions] rather than 
attractive with his runs coming 
from 251 balls. With the pitch giving 
the Somerset seainers some assis¬ 

tance throughout it was an impor¬ 
tant innings, especially after Gra¬ 
ham Rose had trapped Anthony 
McGrath leg-before in the fourth 
over. Runs were hard to come by. 
with Andy Caddick bowling beauti¬ 
fully without reward at the otter 
end. 

Byas and Michael Vaughan duly 
dropped anchor and added 81 before 
Vaughan drove lazily at 
Trescothick’s gentle seamers and 
was bowled for 46 just after Iunch- 
Byas then added 130 with Matt 
Wood, who marked his champion¬ 
ship debut with a half century. _ . 

Alleyne rewarded for cold courage 
BRISTOL (first day of four: 
Gloucestershire won toss): Glamor¬ 
gan have scored 204 for seven 
wickets against Gloucestershire 

MARK ALLEYNE. who made such 
a good impression in his first season 
as Gloucestershire captain last year, 
lost no time in throwing down the 
gauntlet to die county champions 
yesterday. 

He turned his back on the 
warmth of the dressing-room by 
putting Glamorgan in and was 
rewarded by a tenacious perfor¬ 
mance by his bowlers and fielders 

By Pat Gibson 

on a sunny but numbingly cold and 
windy afternoon. 

Even sa Courtney Walsh, who 
had Sown in from the Caribbean 
only two days earlier, ran in as 
willingly as ever when play began 
three hours late on a pitch that 
played pretty weO. considering the 
weather of the past week, and the 
Gloucestershire bowlers did not 
have to look any farther for • 
inspiration. 

Aftm Evans, 22, seemed well- 
equipped to fill the gap left by the 

departure of Hugh Morris in 
opening stand of 64 with Steve 
James but. once they had fallen to 
successive balls, Glamorgan lost 
wickets regularly. 

Alleyne had Evans caught at 
second slip as he tried to whip trim 
through mid-wicket and James was 
caught behind off Jon Lewis. Mat¬ 
thew Maynard was deceived by 
Walsh's slower ball Cottey pinned 
leg-before by Alleyne and Butcher 
rim out by Hancock’s direct hit fen 
square leg. leaving Adrian Dal 
battling to keep Glamorgan a&B 
with an unbeaten 59. 

FOR THE RECORD 

BASEBAL 

AMERICAN LEAGUE Chicago Mite Soc8 
BaUnncre 2. Snaffle 3 Mtenesota 2 (10 
mng); Oakland 12 Kansas C#y 7; Tampa 
Bay S Anaheim 5. 
NATIONAL LEAGUE: Florida 12 PMadel- 
phta 4; Altana 3 Pnsbur^i 1: St Lois 5 
Araona 4 (lira gam?]: Arizona 8 Si Louis 2 
(second game): Chicago Cute 8 NY Mete 
4. MBwaMee 5 Monioal 3 (14 tnrtngj. Us 
Angeles 4 Colorado 3 (10 innrH): 
7 Cnctenoli 4. 

BASKETBALL 

BUOWQSEH CHAMPIONSHIP: Ray-Oil. 
second lag: London Leopards 98 
Manchester Gians 107 (series fed 1-1). 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA) New 
Yoiv 10B Toronto ~ra, Utah 98 Sacramento 

IIOVbtow 97.CcScten SteK?8BS3tas 
SI 

BOWLS 

BLACKPOOL BOROUGH: Professional 
Bowls Association play-ofls (tor the Wer- 
nafional Open in October): First round: 
Section asme n Staley tend bi GCde 
©cot) 2-7, 7-2, 7-4. Section far. C 
Rofflnsfcl (Scot) bt D WeWi (Eng) 7-0,7-6. B 
Wngdon (Wales) tA I CampbeB (Scot) 1-7. 
7-6.7-6; M Nutt (be) bt B Mbcan (Eng) 7-2, 
7-1; E Harry (Engl bi S Budar (Wales) 7-4. 
5-7. 7-4; S Glen (Scot) t* A was (Eng) 4-7, 
7-B. 7-ft K Johnetme (Scot) a A Mattes 
(Wales) 7-0.4-7.7-5: G Mctenae (Scot) fat 
KDtuy (Era) 7-0,7-3; DWeaia (Wales) btR 
Vfaughan (Eng) 7-3,7-5: J VWckftam (Eng) t* 
A West (Erg) 7-0.7-4. NWaBacfl (Engine 
O'Gorman ftna) 7-5. 7-2: S Alrey (Eng bt C 
Kfledwo* (Eng) 7-4, 7-3. Sacdon Aiw: J 
Allan (Scot) btN Davison (Eng) 2-7, 7-0.7- 
1: P Rowlands (Wales) br K CS* (Eng) 7-6. 
7-5: S Mead (Eng) 01G McCartney (Scot) 7- 
5.6-7,7-2; R Pttorscn (Scot) bt G Fountain 
(Eng) 7-4. 7-1; □ Harrtng (Watosj W G 
Moisflf (Scot) 7-1.7-1; B Enad (Wales) bt 
D Befl (Eng) 2-7.7-1.7-6. T Tayfc* (Eng) bt P 
Or (Engj 7-0. 7-0. Section ebc R Cuffra 
(Eng) bl A Kafly (Soot) 3-7.7-5.7-4 Second 
round: Section two: P Carpenter (Waias) bt 
D Bo* (Eng) 7-0.5-7.7-3 Section three: D 
Hod (Eng) tt A Gowsftafl (Eng) 7-1. 7-3 

CYCLING 

CEBU: Tour of the Wlfpplnes: Second 
stage (1309km) 1. MM Hamad (MatayslaJ 
3hr arm 38sec. 2, W DavacMa (PW). 3.SN 
MRazalf (Malaysia): 4,GEsprtu(Prd): 5.C 
Gueb (FW) al at same taw. Overall 
positions: I. DaradBa 5hr lOrwiSluec. 2. 
Espktu at 24‘soc. 3. A Quetbrw (Phi) 4nwn 
53sec. 4. H T Seong (Maiaysa): N 
(PMI) both a! 5:16 

EQUESTRIANISM 

HELSINKI: Vbtvo World Cup: First leg: 1. 
Virtual Wage Qnamsch (J mAer. GB) 0 
latiis bi SOSsat 2. Loro Kara Batoubet 
du Rouet (R Pessoa Bfl 0 m 5631.3. Esprit 
(L Nebwg. Get) 0 bi 5694 Other British 
□lacings: 14. Two Slep <M Whteert 63 78. 
24/lrs Otlo (G Btfngrcn) 6820 

FOOTBALL 

Thursday's late results 
CUP WINNERS- CUP: Swra-final, second 
bag: Oreteaa 3 Vtcerna 1 (Chelsea "M 3-2 
on age)- 
DR MARTENS LEAGUE-Midland dMston: 
Grartham i Reddteh 0 
RYMAN LEAGUE fire! dMslore Grays 1 
Hampton 2 Second dfcrislon: LagKon 2 
Ttbuv 3. 
BANKS BREWERY LEAGUE: Premier 
dMs»n: Bkacwcfi 1 Salford 2 
FAJ HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE Prater 
tfuttou- Duvfck Q Drogheda 1 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: Fbst 
division: Norwich I Wimttadon 1. 
PONTIN'S LEAGUE: Premier dMskvt 
I Mrle 1 CL-in I 

INTERUNK BCTESS ALLIANCE: Kftyp- 
erfleyV 3 Stratford T 3 
MINERVA SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS 
LEAGUE: Premier division noth: 
Hoddeadon 0 Breche Spain 1. 
JEWSON EASTERN COUNTTES LEA¬ 
GUE; Premia' cKvfeian: Wnwhan 2 
FakenhamO 
9CREWHX DIRECT LEAGUE Prater 
dhteiorL- Bnsfington 1 Trwrtrxi 5 

SCHOOLS MATCHES: Tyneside Under- 
11 festival: Bradford A 2 Bassetlaw A 0; 
GloucesKr 1 Bradford B 1; Rotherham 2 
Sait) SWoMs 3: Luton 1 Newcastle A 4; 
Baraetfew B 0 Newcastfe B 2: Leeds 1 
Newham 3: Ratter Vafley A 2 North 
Tyneside A Z, Cheteff-feSfreet B1 Bolter 
Valey B ff. Sundarftnl 1 Vale of White 
Horae 0: Chaster-te-Sfreet A 0 Oktiam 3; 
Manchester 2 Peteriaa 5. ESFA bto of 
Wight festival: BtecKbun 2 Gosport 0: 
Afterdate 3 tale of Wight 5; Lowestoft 5 
YeoW 3; Bridgewater 2 Spen VaOey 4; 
Stoffiaid 1 Wetel 0; Bury 2 Vale d mate 
Horae 1. Doncaster B 3 Isle ol Wig ft XI3. 
Hartlepool 3 Basitai and Brentwood 0: 
Newham 2 Blahop Auckland 5; Watefiald 2 
Gateshead 3. Leeds 3 Carrfandge (7, 
Readbig 0 Manchester 2. Derby 2 Boion 5. 
Plymouth 2 Doncaster 2. East Conrwal 2 
BradfotdB 
□ AH other games postponed 

GOLF 

Hilton HEAD, South CsreOna: PGA 
tournament Leading frst-raund scores 
(US irtees sided): ee J Huston. DTawH. 
J Haas. 67: F UcfcBar. N Price (2m). K 
Gtosan, D Low. P Mfctelsan. G Oay. 68: F 
Atom (SA). V Singh (HR. F Noblo (NZ), J 
Pamev* (Svua), R Mediae. N Lancaster, R 
W EN«. J Cooh, B Estes. Other scores: 68: 
D Rost (SA) 70: N Fa«a (GB) 71: P-U 
Johansson (Swej, J Leonard. 73: E Eta 
(SA), G Waits (NZ) 75: S Appleby (Aus) 
MYRTLE BEACH, South Csofina: LPGA 
Myrife Beach Ctesslc: Leading flnHouid 
scores (US unless steed) 62 M Mtfton 
65: C McCudy 66: C NfcmarV. (Swe). 67: 
H Srecy, S Lowe. P Hast 6£t J Crater 
(Aug). K Webb (AuN. K PeranBar, L 
Bemrenud (Br). 89: S StetnhaiKr. L 
FUttenhouse. M McNamara. M Edge, J, 
HyuiSuhKKot), A Ridgeway, JMoodta.M 
Lim (Aus), J tea. D Arrrraccacdne. H 
ABtedsson ra«). 70: A M Pen (Ft), L 
Neumann (Swe). L DaMes (GB) 71; J 
Stephenson (Ausj S SredmcK (GB), K 
Lwi(Aub). i(9m).LHackney(GS) 

ICE HOCKEY 

LJUBLJANA, StovenlK World tfisnptan- 
shipa: Stoverfia 4 Nomay 3; Ukrafeie 6 
Potend 3; (Araina 6 Roland 3. 
NATIONAL LEAGUE (IMU: PttBbt^h 4 
Caofna 1: Morweal 2 Ottewa a NY 
Islanders 4 Tampa Bay 0. PHtaderprsa 7 
Ftortdd 3, New Jweay 1 Ovcaho 1, 
Colorado 4 San Jose 1: Phoerw 3Mtes 2. 
St Lous 7 Los Angdes 3 

RUGBY UNION 

Super 12 tournament 
AucMand 34 NonhemB 24 
Auckland Bluer. Trias Cashmore 2. WBis, 
Lomu Cons; Cashmore 4 Pans:' 
Caetmore 2. Northern Bute: Tries: 
Goosert. Steyn Coer Van Snaaten 'Pens: 
VanSlraalBn4 

(alPutehohe) 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL LEAGUE; Marty 
ISSrsfcro 4: Sydney Cfty SO AdeUde 12 

TENNIS 

BARCELONA: Contte de Godo tour¬ 
nament Third round: T Main (US) bt S 
Dosadal (Cz) 8-3, 7-5: C Moya (Sp) bt B 
UShtach (Cz) 8-4, 7-6; C Casta (Sp) bt M 
Safin (Russ) 64.3-6.6-2. S Brugueta (Spj 
ta F DeWJI (Bel) 60. 1-6. 7-5 Ouartar- 
finata: A Be^sBegu (Sp) M Y KafBinkov 
(Hiss) 6-4,0-4. AGaudend ft) WBruguara 
3-6,62,6-3; Moyfi bt D l-bbaly (Stovaka) 4- 
0,63,63. 
MAKARSKA. Croatia: Makarafca Open: 
Second roend: L Nomectova (tLj a C 
Black (Zm) 62. 7-5: 0 Lima (Ukr) bt C 
Torrens-Valero (Sp) 6-3.61; K HtJkdoua 
(Cz) bt M Luoc (Cro] 64. 7-6 Quartar- 
nnato: bl Lug«Ta 66.7-5,6-»:G 
LGatea(Sp)WAAJcazarffirt7-6.66,6l. 
Nenwckove teS kioesal (Got) 7^. 4-6.66. 
ftng U (China) or p Suarez (Acg) 64.64 
TOKYCh Japan Open: Man: Ouvter- 
fitete jH* Gamw (US)» T Henman (GB) 

gVao* {Cj? bt D ftimsi (Geri 64.6 
r'f “ H Droetaiw (Gdr) 62, 
6^ A Pavel (Rom) bi 0 Dfccta ftja 63.7- 

A Sughame 

Mcteiu (US) te N Sawamatsu Uapsi) 7-5. 
63; AFra«MUS) bl N Pr^t (Aus) 62.4-6. 

Lewiy ruins 
Atherton’s 

revival plan 
HOVE (first day of four; 
Sussex won toss): Lancashire 
have scored 23 for one wicket 
against Sussex 

IF MICHAEL Atherton was 
hoping to spend more time 
with his bat when he gave up 
the office of England captain 
last month, then he is having 
tittle joy (Simon Wilde writes). 
Unwanted for the one-day 
series with which his fateful 
West Indies tour concluded, he 
finally got bade into the mid¬ 
dle only to be out for nought 

For Atherton, who has 
pledged to make more runs 
than of late for Lancashire and 
restate his claim to play in 
every England match, this 
was the last thing he wanted. 
It was bitterly cold and play 
did not begin until 4pm, but he 
was leaden-footed in response 
to Lewry*s inswinger and pal¬ 
pably leg-before. 

It was a good first wicket for 
Lewty. who has been out for 
20 months with a back injury, 
but well though he bowled. 
Atherton’s confidence was 
eroded by three maidens from 
Kirtley. whose lively bowling 
has troubled him before. 

Lancashire were grateful to 
sustain no further loss in 80 
minutes of play and Atherton 
to retreat for a session with the 
bowling machine. * 

Hussain adapts to 
change in climate 

YESTERDAY S SCOREBOARDS 

By Ivo Tennant 

'ESTER (first 
four: Worcestershire won toss): 
Worcestershire, with nine 

first-innings wickets in hand, 
are 208 runs behind Essex 

IT WAS so cold at New Road 
yesterday that John Hamp¬ 
shire, one of the umpires, 
swathed his head in a {tile of 
white wool, wore mittens of 
tiie same hue, innumerable 
sweaters and, incongruously, 
sunglasses. Given that the 
conditions were not exactly 
conducive to attractive cricket 
some of the baiting and much 
of the bowling was exemplary. 

Four batsmen made runs. 
Hussain and Stuart Law 
shared a partnership of 113 in 

Hussain: hit 13 fours 

25 overs, Grayson reached a 
half-century and Irani struck 
eight fours in a bright innings 
of 41. Essex should have 
finished with a bigger total 
than 257, even though the 
pitch offered the medium- 
pacers some assistance. 

Sheriyar finished with four 
wickets, having Robinson leg- 
before with his first ball of the 
day, Prichard and Hussain 
taken by Rhodes and, consid¬ 
erably later, bowling UotL 
Containing or dismissing Law 
was a different proposition, as 
many a bowler wlQ discover. 
His 45, which included seven 
fours, bespoke class. 

For Hussain, there was a 
need to readjust to English 
conditions. He did so admira¬ 
bly with 13 fours in his 68, 
made off 123 balls, but other 
than some defiance from 
Grayson, the innings fell away 
after that 

Sheriyar was the leading 
Worcestershire wicket-taker 
last year and, as he will have 
greater support if the likes of 
Newport stay free of injury, 
should fare well agai 
Moody, his captain, will not 
be back until the Benson and 
Hedges Cup matches start 
towards the end of this month, 
but Hide, deputising, will be 
pleased enough with this start 

Students grant initiative to White 
THE PARKS (first day of 
three: Oxford University won 
toss): Hampshire have scored 
352 for four wickets against 
Oxford University 

THE Parks is rarely a bleak, 
unforgiving venue for cricket 
but, yesterday, with a chill 
northerly wind, and the staiu- 
tory early-season leaden skies, 
it most certainly was. Not a 
day for umpires or fielders, 
rendering the decision of the 
Oxford University captain, 
James Fulton, to field all the 
more inexplicable. 

Umpires are invariably the 
forgotten men of cricket, often 
cast into the spotlight only by 
dint of a television replay. But 
ftter Willey, the Test Match 
umpire, found the uncompro¬ 
mising conditions verging on 
unplayable, and during the 
lunch interval marched into 
the press box saying: "I’m 

By Rupert Cox 

phoning Lord’s, it's freezing 
out there!” 

Willey’s inquiry to the ECB 
sought to clarify when it 
should be deemed too cold to 
play. His questions were met 
with scepticism, dearly evi¬ 
denced by the prompt restart 

Lowe shines 
in the gloom 
James Whitaker, the Leicester¬ 
shire captain, led a posse of 
voluntary cover removers 
when a glimmer of play was 
possible against Cambridge 
University at Fenner's yester¬ 
day. In the 59 minutes the 
weather allowed, Leicester¬ 
shire lost Darren Maddy to 
Jon Lowe in making 24. before 
rain and an early tea prefaced 
play being abandoned. 

V 

after the interval. In view of 
the cold, Hampshire, under 
their new captain, Robin 
Smith, were only too happy to 
take first use of the wicket. 
Their fledgeling opening part¬ 
nership of Jason Laney and 
Giles White posted 195, when 
Laney* exuberance saw him 
loft to mid-off, though not 
before he had registered the 
first first-dass century of the 
season from 187 balls with 13 
fours and one six. 

It will be the source of much 
solace to Hampshire, who 
have traded in the mainstay af 
last summer's batting. Mat¬ 
thew Hayden, for an overseas 
fast bowler. Nixon McLean, 
that Laney and White have 
gelled so early. White acceler¬ 
ated, unaffected by Smith’s 
cursory innings, to reach a 
fluent career-best ISO, ami 
Matthew Keech weighed in 
with 70. 

Britannic Assurance 
county championship 

Derbyshire v 
Nottinghamshire 

OBtBY (tnt day ol four NcsBryhwnstwB 
■on loss); Dcrtryshre, with nra flret- 

n hard m three runs 
boNnti NoOnghamshDo 

NOTUNGHAMSHRE: FW Imnga 
MP Dowman bwbAUred__1B 
P R PotaTO bw b DeFretes ...12 
J E R GaJfar c Tweats b Cork  ._..2 
*P Johnson c Tweats bOaan  _13 
R T Robinson c Stete b Akfted .5 
U Afzaal bAUred _  0 
C M To#ey Bn* b Dean ____9 
AGWhol bwbDean -- .2 
tWM Noon c Kitten b Cork ...6 
K P Brens c Krtdcen b Calc- ..28 
MN Barren na out_   2 
Extras (to a w2. nb IE) ___ 20 
Tote (474 own)-118 
FALL OF WICKETS: 1-19.2-2B. 656, +61. 
5-61, 664, 7-67. 674.9-87. 
BOWUNG:DeFfQftas 10-4-12-t; Cork 12.4- 
4-45-a Dean 11-4-29-3; AMred 14-2-363. 

DERBYSHIRE: Rrffi Innings 
A S RoTns c Dowman b Bowen_44 
T A Tweats not out___48 
ID BtockMrel not out--  23 
Extras (to 1, nb2)_  3 
Total (1 wkL47owra)-115 
M J Staler. K J Barnett M E Cassar, -0 G 
Cork, IK M KiMren. P A J DeFretaS, P 
Aldred and K J Dean to baL 
FALL OF WICKET: 1 -78. 
BOWLING: Bowen 15-4-27-1; Whart 6-1- 
260; Evans KM-21-0; Tolley 8-3-19-0: 
Gedan 63-21-0. 
Borne ports: Derbyshire 4 

Nottinghamshire 0. 
Umpires: J C Bakierstone and M J Harris 

Gloucestershire v 
Glamorgan 

BFUSWL (Sst dayol for. Gtoucesfersftrre 
won toss); Gtamoraan have scored 204 lor 
seven wdrete ageing GfaucoslaaJiati 

OLAMORGAN: Rret hnhgs 
S P Jwnes c Russel b Lewie . . _27 
A W EVans c Wright o Aleym  . 27 
A Dale not out.. ..59 
MP Maynard tow b wash .„ . ..9 

A Coney tow b Alleyne — _15 
G P Butcher run oil Hancock . . _23 
R D B Croft c Hancock b Lewis „ . .. .4 
1ADShawQwbLewis ..4 
S 0 Thomas nor out..12 
Etfras (to 6 w 4. nb 14) .. .....24 
Totel (7 wMs, 67 overs]_204 
S L Watkin and D A Coster to bat. 
FALL OF WICKETS. 1-64.2-64,3-94,4-123, 
5-160.6168.7-203 
BOWUNG- Waisfi 15-2-40-1; 3mnh 17-3- 

iu2.«Ki 1M‘53’3- AteynB «■«*«: 

OXWCESTERSHRE N J.Trartr. R J 
J H C HancgtfL A J WhgW. *M W 

“9™ R1 tfl C Ruseel. M C J 
Ban. J tews, a M Smtou c A Walsh. 
Bonus ports- Gtoucegerehne 3 

Gtarnragan 1 
Onpiras: V A Holder and N T Flews. 

Sussex v Lancashire 
HtHtrftS dayol tour. Sussex won toss); 
Unushtehm* scored 23 for one wfctef 
against Susoar 

LANCASHIRE: Rrsi terrains 
N T Wood nor out . 11 
M A Atherton tow b Lemy . q 

noiout .. _ .. ”;"g 
Extras (to 2. nb 2) . . J 
To** H it 2ta overs) - -- " ~g? 
N H Fasbrother. G D Lkrvd a Flmafl tw k 

FALL OF WICKET-1-5 
BOWUN& LewY 5.2-3-161; Kkttey 660- 
ttRatwison 6-5-60; MilnJprAre 

D T W Q 'C J 

Urtp*es M J Known and 0 R Stephan 

Warwickshire v Durham 

WARIMCKSHREl F«at Innings 
DPOstJarb Betts. .„.0 
N V Knight b Wood. .. 
•B c Lae c Speight b Wood.. ...0 
D L Harap c tends b Rtifipc .52 
T L Penney b Betts-- 35 
D R Brown c Speight b Hamtaon  .32 
NMKSraihbBats— .. 113 
IT Frost cPhHpsb Hanreson.21 
MDEifenondc and b Betts..32 
ESHQddtosc Monte b Betts .7 
DA Atom not out ... ......2 
E*ra3 (b 7. to 13 wa. 1* 8)....38 
Tote (7&2OV0TS)-336 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-ft 2-7, 3-24. 4-115. 
5-115.6247.7-277. 6322. 9-329 
BOWUNG- BeOS 172-2-665; Wood 17-2- 
6SZ Harmison 19-4-762; Cotogwood 
6l-36ftPhl6ps 162-761. 

DURHAM: First hrtngs 
J J B Leuds bGiddns....0 
M A Ftosedeny not out ... ...1 
J E Monts not out _ ___14 
Extras (b 2) .   2 
Total (1 wkt, 8 owrs)-17 

y p Boon. N J Speak. tM P Speitfti, P p 
tojngwoott M M Betta, J Vfeo3. N C 
Phaps and S J Hawrww to ted. 
FALL OF WICKET: i-o 

BOWUNGl GkWns 3613-1; Brown 3-1- 
24). 

Bonus ports- Warwfckshie 3 Disham 4 
Umpras: KE Palmer and AG TWhtfehaad 

Worcestershire v Essex 
WOttCESIER fBftt day of lour: Worcester¬ 
shire won toss): Wcrcestarshr?, with nine 
^^^1 wfcteta In hand, are SOB runs 

raSEX-first rtwgs 
c Ftoodea b Steriyai.. .14 

DDdftabinsontowbSheriyar .0 
^ fi^sealn e Rhodes b Sheriyar „ . Ge 
S G taw critokb Newport V . .. 45 
RCkanbi^pgj _ . .. 41 

A p Gravsan k»v o NewMrt S3 
fRJRofltoaCwvbiDngwonh .. ...a 

M C Dott b Shenya 4 
APCwrenbOngworth . . .. J * "9 

PM Such not out-. . _ _ n 
Extras po a nb 12).£ 
Total <762 overs)-m 
FALL OF WICKETS: 1-4,2- IS, 3-128 4-150 
6210.6243. 7-251.6253.' 
BOWUNG: Newport 16652-2: Shoivar 

167-263 

■ W .-wi, noyivc, 

1 61-160. Ilngwonti 

WORCESTHlSHBtE: Fira Innings 
WPCWestonnotout. 2U 
vs tow b Itaft ...a 
*G A Hk* not out. ic 
Ereas (to 4. w 2, nb 2]_ g 
Total (1 wW. Movers)___^ 

A Hateets R 
A Shenyar. r k 

"ngrronh and P J Newport to bi 
FALL OF WICKET- 1-U 

Bwws portff. WoreestefBhlre 4 Eseax 2. 
Urrptes- J H Hampshire aid j f Steele 

Yorkshire v Somerset 

»»En wetets agatesr ^ " 

A McGrath tow bR03e r. 
m p Vauffan b Trescottack ..m 
MD,^5 JrofebRose. 
rwJ!SPdfwbPa?ons.52 
B Twscott«ch .. ..a 
RteHBTd9,DTB5ailhU(-. 12 n D Semi e Tinw 1, _ 

0 
R h^^.H^l39n D r«WXhl» . 

Tobi tr wkm, 104 ovsra)_^ 

C E W Sflvavrood and P M HutchBon to hai 

£JPtarson twSS* 1 tt 

^.AAnte;s5^^L 

^»polrife 2Somers*3 

uroptrej, A Oarioon and B Leatoearer 

i 

NO PLAY YESTERDAY: CantMtuyfc 
day of fro): Kent v Mlddeset ThaOs 
(fret day ol kxrrj- Surrey 
Northamptonshire 

University matches 

Cambridge University v 

Leicestershire 

FENNER'S (first day ol tfvBa; Cantrtf 
LMversdy won loss): Leioestadm ' 
scored 24 for one wvdrt against 
bndge UnhastBy 

LflCESTERSHIRE: Fret W*xp 
VJ Weis not out..ID 
D L Maddy b Lowe -1 
IJ Slid He nol out...1 
Extras lb2.lb 3). 
tom (i wwj_;—» 
‘J J WhdaKer, B F Smdh. A HriWn CC 
Lawre, tP A Nixoa J Omond, T d 
and M T Bnmson to ba. 
FALL OF WICKET: 1-5 
BOWUNG: tawe 8^-161. Scfreffiar 73i 
WX 

CAMBMDt^ UMVBtSTY: J PI _ 
E T Smith. Q J htoghes. *A Sntfi 11 
Hou8e,GRLarendga.lMoftarnmafl.1«-, \ 
Birks. P J McflatL JP Lowe, P A Solrtfe 

Umpkee: H D BW end A A Jtrea 

Oxford University y 
Hampshire 

THE PARKS (first day ol thee | 
Uniwr&ty won tojsJ- HammUtc » 
scored 352 br four 
Unvorwty 

HAMPSWRE: First irnri^ 1 
G WWMec and b Mather.—SJ 
J S Laney c Mather b Gaitand “ 
*R A Smith c Byrne b __j- 
MKeechbEfldte.. 
W SYoandail nrt out.—* 
J P Stephenson not out_ 
Extras (b 2. b 7, w B) . 
Total (4 WM3)_■-* J 
SDUdal. tA N Ayrrtee. S J Bartf*p’ 
Haney art C A Conner to taL 
FALL OF WICKETS: 1-135, 2^11 W® 
4-352 
BCMAJNG: Maths 27-673-1; Gata^ 
461: Eadta 242-2-761; a™ 
Coctoofl 10-1-47-0. Watfi »«2-' ,, 
OXFORD UNJVSTSnY: D R LoeMat.J; 
Parker, M A Waoh. B W Byrne, 
Futon. JAM Moifips, 0 J Eada*! 
Buchawn, R R Garland. D P 
CocNoft. 
Umptras: P WBay and N A Malandtf- 

Triangular toaraament 

One-day international 

Pakistan v South Afth* ■ 
CENTURION (Frtoswn won PKl j*’! 
Altea beat Prfilstfln by sewn 

Pakistan 
Saeed Anwar c Rhodes b Muteg-vl 
A2har Mahnnod c CkMun b Wwriji I 
Mohammad Wasam c Crootes b 0**“ * I 
Ipi Ahmed b EJwonfy.- -jl 
•nsamamrt-Haq nsi 01a . .— — 
Mom KTian c Crcrte b Bwalhy -- 
WasmiAHamo widal.. 
Mohammad Hussain nar out. 
’TRasrtd Law not out . t 
Abdul Ra:sak b Qwthy.— 
Mushtap Ahmed run art.. -* 
Extras (b 2. to 4, w 5, rtr 1)..- 
Total (415 overs)_' 
FALL OF WICKETS. 1-10.225.3-31. 
695. 6114. 7-135.6142.6142 J 
BOWUNG. EJwonhy61-263.»l»B®^-l 
627-3. Ciorte 6O-J6A Donald M*' I 
Rhdel 7-0-23-1, Crookes 4621-ft 

SOUTH AfflKJA 
M J R Rindel c Rashid b Waste) — 
G KirslenbAtfor .. 
JH Kalla not cm ..... ■ - r-^A 
D JCitthanc AztarOMchawnadH^i 
*WJCnrtenolfM . .. — —' 
Ettoas (b 4. to 5. w 2. nb 3). . — 

Total (3 wkts. 35^ overs) ——- 
JN Rhodes. D N Bootes. L Musoftj 
Boucher, S Bwonhy and A A T 
bal 
FALL OF WCKETS: 1-1.S55.61®. 
BOWUNG Waste! Akram » 
Mohwnmad HuBsah 16151-L . 
Mahmood 61-161: MusMaqAW® 
31-a. Abdul Ftazzek 266130. 
Mand the maich. JHKafa 
Umpues-W A Drttocks end R £1 

BE? 

tthx.- 
fcHr-:. 
hsosr.- 
afajL 

%&v; 
ta?!-. 

Ml It 

X' 

h 

r- ^ 7- 

*&■*. 

fSaif 

S&- 

31s 

Hie 
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Refs exposed by 
whistle-blower A few weeks ago I raised 
ihe entirely reasonable 
idea that refereeing a 
professional football 

match may be among the easiest 
jobs in the world- It is only at the 
unprotected jungle level of pub 
sides and Sunday morning fix¬ 
tures — where you are always one 
decision away from a thick ear — 
that running around blowing 
whistles for fouls, handball and 
such like can be looked on as in 
any way complicated or difficult. 

The remarks resulted in one of 
ihe few times that this column has 
received heavy and sustained hate- 
mail. all of it from puffed-up refs 
and all of it nonsense. But, among 
the poison pens, I saw an unsigned 
letter of support. Incredibly, the 
note came from an official who not 
only agrees with me about the 
smoke and mirrors surrounding 
what referees actually do, but has 
gone so far as to enclose parts of 
the exam paper he sat. 

He has supplied me with the 
very minutiae that gives refs rank 
over mere supporters. It is far, far 
worse than anyone imagined. The 
questions run on for 13 sections — 
some three pages long — and I 
really haven't seen this much 
padding and water-treading since 
the cast of Titanic began night¬ 
shooting. Drivel and rot right out 
of the top drawer. Ready for this? 
Because what I am about to report 
to you may read like a wicked 
smear, perfect for my own preju¬ 
dices. but I swear it is absolutely 
true. Here comes question one 
from Questions on Law (Section 2): 

I) What shape should the ball 
be? 

I promise you that's what it says. 
“What shape should the bail be?" 
That trees died in order that this 
question may be brought before 
potential referees is beyond com¬ 
prehension. I thought that maybe 
it was a trick question, that maybe 
the shape of a football has a 
definite scientific term attached, 
like the shape of the earth truly 
being an ellipsoid. But no. In 
answer to the question “What 
shape should the ball be?", my 
mole has simply scrawled die 
word “spherical" and received a 
large and lusty tick! He's halfway 
to the keys to Old Trafford! Who’s 
recovered enough for question 
two? 

Question 2: What material 
should the ball be made of? 

That our man lias patiently 

written “leather” speaks volumes 
for his restraint The temptation to 
pen “rags”, “wood” or “solid gold” 
must have been overwhelming. 

Now you might think that die 
above mind-bogglers were simply 
a little mental tinder to ease the 
examinees in. Bur even by the 
bottom of the page we're only 
wrestling with: 

Question & The ball is kicked 
oat of play and bursts on a fence. 
What action should the referee 
take? Our man risks the answer 
“Replace it with a similar ball.” It 
gets another massive tick. 

Here, for your amazement, are 
several other juicy ones, all from 
the legitimate exam. I have sup¬ 
plied both the given replies and my 
own more-fun-serv^-them-right 
answers. 

Q2 (Law 4): The goalkeeper 
must wear colours which distin¬ 
guish him from ...? Given an¬ 
swer Outfield players and 
officials. (Two huge ticks). Fan 
answer. Coco Chanel. 

Q 3 (Law 4): Name five compul- 

FACT: When Portsmouth 
Dockyard look on Gariow 
Marine in the preliminary 
qualifying round of the FA Vase, 
admission to the tie was 75p. 
Gariow won the match 3-0 and 
the official attendance was 

sory items for players. Given 
answer Shirt, shorts, socks, boots, 
shinpads. (Five individual ticks). 
Ftm answer Off-the-shoulder 
blouse, picture hat. glass shoes 
with goldfish in die heel, monode 
and garden hoe. 

Q 12 (Law 6): Is play likely on a 
sodden pitch with several large 
areas where players find them¬ 
selves ankle deep in mud and over 
which the ball will not roll? Given 
answer No (Tick!). Fun answer 
Yeah, why not — take them over¬ 
paid cissies down a peg or two. 

But this is too easy. The fact 
remains that these and many 
Where like them largely comprise 
the mysterious and supposedly 
rigorous examining that referees 
endure. There's an interminable 
section with diagrams concerning 
the correct distance, ratio and 
circumference of various parts of 
the pitch. All meaningless fuss and 
obstructive red tape. Nobody has 
ever seen a game halted white the 
officials stick up a theodolite to 
certify the preciseness of the centre 
circle in relation to the centre spot. 
Similarly, despite impossibly 
minute attention brought to bear 
upon die correct weight, circum¬ 
ference and pressure of the (spheri¬ 
cal) ball, we all know that refs test 
’em like we all test 'em. Fingers 
spread and pump it with your 
thumbs. Feds OK? Hay on! 

The last word on the pointless 
busy-work desperation that seeps 
from this document's every pore 
can be glimpsed at the foot of the 
first page, concerning pitch mea¬ 
surement Puffing itself up like 
Captain Main waring addressing a 
gathering of Home Guard top 
brass, it states: NB, the word 
“pitch” is used frequently in this 
paper for the sake of convenience, 
but does not appear in the Refer¬ 
ee’s Chart The correct term for 
“pitch" is “Field of Play”. 

Of course it is. It’S an expression 
nobody outside the cobwebbed. 
overweening world of officialdom 
ever uses and. therefore, perfect 
So, as the saying goes, who would 
be a referee? Search me, although 
unsatisfied small businessmen 
with ego problems will be first for 
questioning. Still, thanks to my 
contact on the inside, at least we 
now knew who could be a referee. 
Absolutely bloody anyone. 

□ Danny Baker is on Talk Radio 
(1053-1089am) every Saturday at 
ii xftam and 530pm. 

Fans seeking to 
raise standards 

The flags look 
fold than up a 

eat but who makes them? And who has to 
rwards? Photograph: Stu Forster/Allsport 

■ During a recent ITV promo¬ 
tion trumpeting the World 

Cup. there was a fleeting shoi of 
one of those giant flags that make 
their way around grounds during 
big internationals, chiefly in South 
America. For a while, these enor¬ 
mous rectangles surfaced at Brit¬ 
ish grounds, but now seem to have 
gone away again. 

It is one of my secret sorrows 
that I cannot claim to have been 
present at a match where a giant 
flag has made the rounds. Many 
questions that continue to gnaw 
and to nag nightly might have 
been resolved. 

Fust, what's it like under the 
flag? How long does it take to 
pass? From what I've seen, the 
movement is deathly sluggish and. 
surely, while the sky is blotted out 
and you are thrust into the filtered 
gloom, you could feel such a fool. 
Imagine catching somebody's eye 
— a good-looking girl or a 
workmate who is your inferior — 
and there you are. frozen, arms 
folded, while partying arms jostle 
a 70-foot flyer across your static 
electricity-galvanised coiffeur. I 
suppose youti just have to raise 
your eyebrows and. with facial 
gestures, resignedly get across the 
idea that: “WelL well. well. Here 
we all are. Under the giant flag." 

How awful. Social standings do 
not recover from such levelling. 

Secondly, where do they ger 
them from? Have you ever seen 
one for sate? Do people have them 
custom-made and make phone 
calls asking if “the giant flag" is 
ready yet? 

Next, who brings the flag and 
how is it folded up so as to get 
through the turnstile? 2 mean, 
thaft a lot of flag. And when, once 
paraded, its journey across the 
supporters is over, how does It get 
all safely gathered in again? Does 
its owner follow it along? if so. 
what happens when he wants to 
cross into fenced-off sections of the 
ground? Rag moves on, owner 
denied access is stuck in the cheap 
seats, what a nightmare. Suppos¬ 
ing it does make it back to its 
rightful owner, what then? it takes 
two people and plenty of room to 
fold the duvet cover up in my 
house. Good luck with a 70-foot 
flag among 20,000 on the terrace. 

As a friend of mine once re¬ 
marked. as he saw three large men 
manoeuvring an enormous gas 
bottle around the back of the old 
Millwall ground that they might 
power up a horn “borrowed" from 
an Intercity 125: “We've come a 
long way from the rosette, 
everybody." 

Sign of the times for poor Tottenham 
■ While acknowledging that 

Tottenham already have 
enough on their doomed old plate, 
I must bring it to their attention 
that their first XI were far and 
away top of the league when I 
conducted a survey on players who 
have the most childish handwrit¬ 
ing when dispensing autographs. 

Having seen faxes of the signa¬ 
tures of Sol Campbell, Chris 
Armstrong. Ramon Vega and Col¬ 
in Calderwood. I can vouchsafe 
that you will have gazed upon 
more mature calligraphy spray- 
painted on the sides of British Rad 
rolling stock. 

There cannot be an adult in any 
walk of life who. as a teenager, 
didn't intensely work upon their 
autographs while dreaming of 
some far-off day when ft would be 
so prized that it could be used as 
currency in prison. Usually, pu¬ 
berty. shattered dreams and the 
stark realisation that you might be 
called upon actually to repeat this 
creation on cheques and birthday 
cards sees the thing settle into a 
more mundane and manageable 

shape, with some sort of flourish 
usually retained in bittersweet 
witness of A Life Unrealised. 

However, the boys at White 
Hart Lane seem to have missed all 
that. Their autographs are gauche, 
naive and dreadfully unexciting. 
They smack of concentrated effort, 
of tongues sticking out the sides of 
mouths, of unfamiliarity with 
modem writing tools. This style 

readies its staggering apotheosis 
in Darren Anderton. For in the 
only example of pure, unretouched 
Anderton I have been suppled with 
... none of the letters are joined 
up. Naturally, there is a sugges¬ 
tion here of dirty tricks, and we are 
all aware of Christian Gross’s 
alleged indifference towards 
Darren as a performer. But the 
idea that he would stoop to 

Gambler tries last resort 
■ An acquaintance of mine 

stands to win £100,000 if 
Torquay United are promoted 
this year. He has sal on his 
betting slip the entire season 
without telling a soul. Two 
weeks ago, when Torquay nes¬ 
tled into a comfortable second 
place, his excitement and confi¬ 
dence got the better of him and 
he broke cover. We gasped, 
cooed and applauded his cour¬ 
age and cool foresighL 

As I say, that was two weeks 
ago. The season is now nearly 
over and Torquay have sudden¬ 
ly reverted to the kind of team 
that allows people to win 
£100,000 if they are promoted. 
Unorthodox and possibly sacri¬ 
legious as it seems, my friend 
has requested that you remem¬ 
ber him in your prayers in the 
coming month. His name is 
Colin and he lives in Northern 
Ireland. Thank you. 

flooding the market with forged 
signatures designed to embarrass 
the fit-again midfield player is a 
very grave accusation indeed. 

An almost identical effort is 
produced by Jason Dozzell. who, 
while not strictly a Spurs player 
anymore, is still cast o’er with the 
pale shadow of a cockerel led shirt 
in most minds. Jason's may. if 
anything, be worse, because his 
“Z" looks awfully like an “S”, 
leading to the unthinkable conclu¬ 
sion that he cannot spell his own 
name. In these days of high-price 
transfers, any player who fails to 
deliver might conceivably be sent 
packing on a technicality, ie. we 
thought we were getting Jason 
Dozzell. and you've plainly fobbed 
us off with this Jason Dossell—we 
want our cash back. 

If anyone has any examples of 
preposterous soccer autographs. I 
shall be only too glad to act as 
curator. As a premature act of 
gratitude. I cleverly draw your 
attention to the fact that the final 
goal at Leicester in midweek was 
given as a Parker (pen). 

EQUESTRIANISM 

Whitaker 
stays in 

contention 
: From Jenny MacArthur 

1 IN HELSINKI 

JOHN WHITAKER brought 
the Hartwell Arena to its feer 
last night when, against con¬ 
siderable odds, he and Virtual 
Village Grannusch, the oldest 
horse in the competition, re¬ 
tained their leading position 
for the Volvo World Cup after 
a thrilling win in the second 
leg of the three-part competi¬ 
tion. 

The 43-year-old York¬ 
shire man, who is without his 
top horse, Wei ham. is now 
within sight of a third World 
Cup success. The third leg, for 
which he wall again ride 
Grannusch. lakes place to¬ 
morrow afternoon. 

Whitaker's superb horse¬ 
manship, the talking point of 
these finals, was displayed 
during his two superb rounds 
vesxerday. The l^year-old 
Grannusch had looked to 
have an impassible task to 
retain his position over the 
huge course. Only six had 
sone dear out of the 38 starters 
when Whitaker, the last to go, 
entered the ring — Hugo 
Simon, of Austria, the defaid- 
ing champion, having been 
among those to bow out. 

Grannusch, who has won 
more than E700.000 during 
his eight-year career with 
Whitaker, gave his supporters 
a nail-biting moment as he 
rattled fence No 5 after putting 
in an extra stride, but Whit¬ 
aker quickly had him back in 
■i rhvthm and jumped fault¬ 
lessly over the next eight 
fences. . 

In the jump-off, in which 
Whitaker was again last to go. 
ReneTebbel and Radiator, the 
German winners of the Dort¬ 
mund World Cup qualifier 
last month, set a formidable 
standard with a dear round in 
■RbSsec. Rodrigo Pessoa, on 
Loro Piana Baloubet du 
Rouet. and Lars Nieberg, on 
L■mrit, in second and third 
places after the first leg, both 
opted for slow clear rounds 
rather than attempting to 
match Tebbefs time. 

However. Whitaker was not 
,bout to settle for second 
place. The intrepid Cran¬ 
ach responded in magnifi- 
fiit stvle. No pole rattled this 
lime, and Whitaker completed 
rhe six-fence course in 

SNOOKER: DIFFICULT TO LOOK FARTHER THAN WORLD’S LEADING TRIO IN MARATHON OF THE MIND 

Contented Hendry ready for record attempt 
By Phil Yates 

THE recent records of Ronnie 
O'Sullivan and John Higgins, allied 
to the propensity of Stephen Hendry 
to produce optimum form when it 
matters most, provide compelling 
evidence to suggest that one of the 
three will win the Embassy world 
championship this year. 

Snookers annual 17-day marathon 
of the mind begins this morning at 
tiie Crucible Theatre. Sheffield, with 
the formidable triumvirate occupy¬ 
ing the top three places in the world 
rankings and heading all bookmak¬ 
ers’ lists of odds on who will collect 
the record £220,000 first prize. 

Between them, Hendry, Higgins 
and O'Sullivan have won eight 
tournaments this season, figured in 
16 finals and a further five semi¬ 
finals, while earning total prize- 
money of £828,191. The question is 
which of the trio will emerge from a 
bottom half of the draw that also 
includes John Parrott, the 1991 world 
champion and a paragon of consis¬ 
tency tttis season? 

In terms of experience, Hendry is 
justifiably favourite to break the 
modem-era record he holds with Ray 

Reardon and Steve Davis fay captur¬ 
ing a seventh world title. Before 
losing 18-12 to Ken Doherty in the 
final last year. Hendry boasted a 
29-match vanning streak at the 
Crucible. 

Hendry, though, has won only one 
of his past seven finals. The solitary 
addition to his tournament wins 
came at tiie Thailand Masters in 
Bangkok last month. “It’s been my 
least enjoyable season, because the 
only thing I enjoy is winning.” 
Hendry said. “I had months of 
frustration, wondering why I wasn’t 
doing the job, but right now 1 
couldn’t be happier with my game." 

Hendry retained that opinion even 
after losing 9-8 to Higgins in the 
climax to the British Open last 
Sunday. “When you stop hating to 
lose, you should pack it in — but that 
doesn't mean I'm not satisfied with 
my cueing. Anyway, I always 
respond to the Crucible," he said. 

With the exception of defeat by 
Doherty and a quarter-final reverse 
against Steve James in 1991, Hendry 
has possessed an aura of invincibility 
when competing in the 900-sear 
auditorium that has been home to the 
championship since 1977. Bum-out 

Hendry: favouritism justified 

was blamed for both losses suffered 
by Hendry at Sheffield in the 
Nineties. It cannot legitimately be an 
excuse this time. “I’m going there 
fresher than I’ve ever done,” he said. 

Higgins, who apart from his 
British Open success has also won 
the German Open. Liverpool Victoria 
Charity Challenge and been runner- 
up in four tournaments this season, 
could face such problems but, at 22, 

should have the stamina to overcome 
them- His most significant handicap 
is a relatively poor record at the 
championship. He has never pro¬ 
gressed farther than the quarter¬ 
finals and. therefore, never been 
exposed to the mental fatigue that can 
result from such concentration. 
. In this regard, the tales of Parrott, 
in 1989, and Peter Ebdon, in 19%. are 
cautionary. Both put so much into 
reaching the final that, once there, 
they folded. “I couldn’t think straight 
and felt like sleeping for a week.” 
Parrott, drubbed 18-3 by Steve Davis, 
said. 

Blurring of focus, rather than 
being drained of mental energy, is 
the biggest potential danger for 
O’Sullivan. He wins frames and 
matches so quickly that overconfi¬ 
dence is a concern. 

O’Sullivan has beaten Hendry on 
their past four meetings and won the 
Riley International. United Kingdom 
championship. Regal Scottish Open 
and Benson and Hedges Irish Mas¬ 
ters this season. He tops the prize- 
money list with £296380. Underpin¬ 
ning his success has been a new¬ 
found maturity towards both tiie 
game and the manner in which he 

conducts his life. In a purely tactical 
sense, this has manifested itself in a 
more patient approach. His safety 
play has improved, leading to an 
increase in break-building opportu¬ 
nities. 

“I’m 22 now. That means I’m a 
man. not a kid anymore." O'Sullivan 
said at Goffs, after overwhelming 
Km Doherty in the final of the Irish 
Masters. “I’ve come to believe lhal I 
can win at Sheffield and if I play 
decent I will win tfiere.”This was not 
bravado, more a deeply-held 
conviction. 

The romantics will have their own 
ideas. Jimmy White overcoming 
Hendry in the first round and lifting 
the trophy that has tantalisingly 
eluded him. or Davis. -20. beating 
Hendry to a seventh world title 
would be popular scenarios. Popular 
yes. plausible no. 
ORDER OF PLAY: Today: 10am. K Dofwry (Ire) v L 
WaUer (Wabsi: A Hamfion (Eng) v D Harold (Eng) 
2a0pm: J Mtettana (Thai) v F O Brian (lie), J Hflgns 
(Scot) vj Ferguson (Eng) 7pm. Doherty v Waker. to 
fftsh A Drago (MaBal v A Burden (Eng) Tomorrow; 
10am (to fmish): Wattana v O'Bneir Hanriton v 
Harold. ?.30ptni S Dave (Eng} v S BedKxd (Eng). 
Drago v Burden, to firtsti. 7pm; M VVWamg (Wales) v 
Q Ham (Aus). ttggtns v Fergusm, to Dnoh 
TV TIMES; Today: BBCl: Various limes m 
Grandstand, (ram 1.35pm B8C2: LWa Irani 4.40pm. 
r*ghfif7*s tram IldOpm Tomorrow; BBC2: Live 
horn 1pm and 8 50pm 

1998 EMBASSY WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 

FIRST ROUND 
SECOND ROUND 

Stophe-LeedB) 
.Aindy HJcte 1/- -7. '-V.1. - 
•'>.*~r 
MahRobUaHxJ?): ;*-i—-=— 
Mattftw-ste-en*: mmBo*tw.: .. _ 
MnrkKng \ - • -- - . 

QU1NTEN HAN N is the first Australian to 
qualify for the final stages of the Embassy 
world championship since Eddie Chariton 
made his Crucible Theatre swansong in 
1992 (Phil Yates writes). 

The 2Dyear-old from Melbourne, who 
has dim bed from No 104 to No 57 in the 
worid rankings this season, meets Mark 
Williams, the Benson and Hedges Masters 
champion, in the first round on Sunday. 

He is confident of progress, having 
beaten the Welshman on both of their 
previous meetings, but Haim has never 
lacked self-belief. At 13. on his first trip to 
Britain, he became the youngest player to 
compile a centuiy break in a televised 
match during the junior event at the World 
Masters in Birmingham. 

When he was 14, Hann fdl foul of the 

■jm9 

amateur authorities in Australia for alleg¬ 
edly spitting on the mother of an opponent 
and was banned from tournaments tor two 
years. It was a charge be strenuously 
denied, the case went to tiie Australian 
Supreme Court and the suspension was 
reduced to a year. 

Hann enhanced his reputation as a rebel 
last summer fay being stopped for drink¬ 
driving twice in three hours but with the 
exception of a late-night fracas at the 
Benson and Hedges championship five 
months ago. his behaviour this season has 
been exemplary. The rebel however, still 
lurks within. On a questionnaire for tiie 
television production team that will be 
covering the championship. Hann installed 
the name Alex Higgins in response to a 
query concerning his favourite player. 

FtergriO'Brien r. 

'T:. _^.sBWfwwtg’ 
Simon Bedford- ’.v-j 
MericWBHane (4) V ' V ffggglSg 
QuhTtenHaon j-_' • -S. j.'- - •}.. . . 

• > A———H ■. - 
Jason Ferguion r- . . -.'v-i-iylTOWSm 
AntNwy HsanOtoc (14) -. . • •!-■■■ - -. . .. J -’ A 

. DaveHaroM • -}y . ...A-1—A‘‘ 

T«y Otago CU)- '- " -I—r^-T-—7— j A'.' V V V ' fillaiS 

JotaParratt(e) -' ^ " v’l l-'A'' 

Roan la O’SbMhmi (7) 
joeSwail -’ 
Alan McMmetpo) 
DsvtdGray 

Darren Morgan (15) . 
Jason Prince 
Stephen Hanky PJ.' 
Jimmy White ] . Numbers tn bractais derate 

First round (Aprt 1S-23): best o(19 frames. Second round [April74-27);best or 25frames, -. - 
Quarterfinals (April 28-29): best df 25 fraroes-SeraifinalB (April 2£ test of 33 frames. 
Final (May 34): best of 35 frames.. •' - .-'AX 

Priee-money tins year totate £1323,000. Chanpwn:£220,000. Runner-up: £132£0O. Losibg 
semi-finalists: £66,000. Losing quarteFfMtaCS £33,000. Last 16E £17.750- Lest 32: £12,000. • 
Highest break: £19,000. Maximum break £147.000. •. _ 

SAILING 

Tricky bay 
worries 

race fleet 
By Edward Gorman 

SAILING CORRESPONDENT 

WITH the three remaining 
legs to be completed in just 
over a month, the momentum 
towards the finish of the 
Whitbread Round the Worid 
Race is picking up. This 
weekend sees the start of the 
short seventh stage, from Fort 
Lauderdale to Baltimore, with 
a transatlantic leg and the 
dash from La Rochelle to 
Southampton to follow. 

The four-day passage from 
Fort Lauderdale to Baltimore 
is S70 nautical miles, the 
second shortest stage of the 
race, but no less challenging 
for that Initially, the forecast 
predicts downwind conditions 
tomorrow as the fleet sets off 
up the coast, taking advantage 
of the three-knot north-flow¬ 
ing Gulf Stream that will 
dominate the early stages of 
the leg. 

Skippers and navigators 
will then have to decide when 
to cross or leave the Stream as 
they turn into the mouth of 
Chesapeake Bay. The Bay, 
with its shallows, tricky wind 
conditions and thousands of 
crab and lobster pots, is a 
daunting prospect for the 
crews, who forsee an exhaust¬ 
ing and nerve-racking final 
100 miles into the finish. 

Paul Cayard and the crew of 
EF Language go into the leg 
still firmly in control, with 
three leg wins under their 
belts and a healthy lead over 
second-placed Svfedish Match 
of 115 points. Their rivals have 
already admitted that, barring 
disasters, they are now in a 
race for second overall with 
this short sprint again likely to 
suit Cayard‘s intense app¬ 
roach. 

Behind him. Gunnar 
Krantz. skipper of Swedish 
Match, has a 16-point margin 
over Grant Dalton, cm Merit 
Cup, who is just 23 points 
ahead of George Collins's 
Chessie Racing, which will be 
pulling out all the stops for a 
podium finish into her home 
port Knut Frosted'S Innova¬ 
tion Kvaemer is just five 
points farther back in fifth 
place, with Lawrie Smith, of 
Great Britain, on Silk Cut. 
another 50 points adrift in 
sixth overall. 

Toshiba, skippered by Den¬ 
nis Conner, is seventh. 
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FOOTBALL SATURDAY 

‘He has seen enough signs of decay. Dramatic changes will have to be made 

Looking ahead with Keane anticipation 

No Premiership manager works harder than Ferguson. His knowledge of United is encyclopaedic 

y father loved 
the horses.” 
Alex Ebrgusoo is 
saying, smiling, 

"but he was bloody hopeless at 
them. It got to the point where 
my mother used to maybe put a 
line cm on a Saturday and she 
would whisper to me ‘find out 
who he’s backing’. ' 

“So I would go across and say 
‘fancy anything today, dad? 
He’d say ‘two certainties'. He 
always said that. He said "I'm 
going to slaughter them today, 
slaughter them’. Then he’d tell 
me what they were. 

“I'd go and tell my mother 
and she would put her money 
on something else. She’d back 
two others. Then there was this 
day when my mother had had a 
yankee and the third one up 
came to the last fence and it was 
that far ahead that it was from 
here to Chester. Anyway, it 
jumps the last and it stumbles 
and falls. So mother goes 
‘blinkin hel)\ 

“She goes to my dad and she 
says “you didn’t back that by 
any chance did you' and he just 
sat there and he wouldn't 
answer because he was like that 
— none of your business sort of 
thing. And she just rounded on 
him and she said ‘you're a jinx'." 

If the father could not pick a 
winner, the son can. The horse 
that he has bought to relieve 
some of the pressures of manag¬ 
ing Manchester United — it is 
called Queensland Star after a 
ship his father helped to build 
on the Clyde — won its maiden 
race at Newmarket on Thurs¬ 
day. It led feom start to finish. 

Horse racing is just his 
hobby, though. In football, Fer¬ 
guson's judgment goes deeper 
than that, right to the core. He 
can sense winning in a player 
such as Roy Keane or Peter 
Schmeichel. But he can sniff out 
the stench of defeat, too. and in 
the weeks and months of this 
year when United have slowly 
let the FA Carling Premiership 
title drift towards the gratefully 
outstretched hands of Arsenal, 
it has begun to sicken him. 

He knows that United must 
win their four remaining 
games, starting at home to 
Newcastle United.;this after¬ 
noon, if they are to have a 
realistic chance of warding off 
Arsenal's late run. But even if 
they accomplish it and Fbrgu- 
son guides his charges to their 
fifth title in six seasons, he has 
seen enough signs of decay to 
persuade him that dramatic 
changes will have to be made at 
Old Trafforti this summer, that 
the heads of some of his shining 
stars will have to roll. 

“There can be complacency in 
any football dub ” Ferguson 
said. “Success can bring that It 
might not just be in one section 
of the dub. It could be mirrored 
right through. 

Alex Ferguson has not changed. 

He is stiUstrivmg, still hungry. 

Photograph: Marc Aspland 

“Maybe we have got to look at 
our team and ask ‘have we got 
the same hunger right through 
the team as we had two years 
agOT You have to say that the 
team of two yearn ago or the 
team of "94 would not have lost 
any of the games we have lost 
this season. 

“There has to be a bit of soul- 
searching. There are one or two 
individuals where you have got 
to say ‘is the 
hunger the 
same? It is very 
difficult to get it 
back and we 
will be making 
changes at the 
end of the sea¬ 
son, changes in 
personnel, no 
matter what the 
outcome of the 
league is this 
season. 

“People like 
myself and the 
staff and the 
supporters do 
not deserve to 
have it thrown 
away by the 
players like 
this. Not after 
all the work 
that has been 
done here. But 
the dub is like a moving bus. 
We are not waiting at the stop 
for anyone who is late and I 
have always made that point to 
the players. We have to make 
sure that the bus goes on now. 
We cannot stop. 

“"W T~ ou could have a knee- 
Vf jerk reaction and say 
| ‘you’re all bloody 

.A. going’, you know 
what I mean. But the sensible 
way to do it is to analyse the 
people with hunger. The ones 
with the hunger have absolutely 
no problem here. The ones who 
are not the same, who have a 

.slight difference in hunger, 
decisions will be taken on them- 

“In the position I am in now, 
defeat changes me a little bit 1 
feel losing the league this season 
will change me a tittle bit 
because I will want to get things 
done again. That is the great 
thing about football It is a 
never-ending process. You 
think you have captured it and 
one little thing can just unship 
you. It is amazing-” 

His awn hunger, of course, 
rages on unabated- On the 
morning 1 was there last week, 
his car sped through the gates at 
The Cliff. United’S training 
ground, at 7.45. The next morn¬ 
ing, still suffering from a heavy 
chest, he had already done a 
workout and had a shower by 
the time he went into his office 
at 8.00. No Premiership manag¬ 
er works harder. 

His know¬ 
ledge of United 
games is ency¬ 
clopaedic. He 
could enter any 
of those trivia 
quizzes on his 
team and win 
every time. Re¬ 
sults. substitu¬ 
tions. tackles, 
passes, goals; 
the images are 
locked away in 
his mind. 

From this 
season, the 3-2 
defeat away to 
Coventry City 
in late Decem¬ 
ber, after Uni¬ 
ted had been 2-1 
uj> with three 
minutes to go, 
seems particu¬ 
larly vivid in 

his memory. “It was absolute 
suicide." he said. 

But, if some of United’S recent 
failings can be attributed to lost 
appetites. Ferguson also ac¬ 
knowledged that the absences of 
Keane, out since the end of 
September with a serious knee 
injury, and, more recently, of 
Ryan Giggs with a hamstring 
tear, have been crucial in strip¬ 
ping United of the fluency and 
penetration with which they 
took the Premiership by storm 
in the early pan of the season. 

T think I am being realistic 
more than pessimistic about the 

. title." Ferguson said. “In a 
situation where you become 
realistic you have to analyse 
yourself and analyse your team 
and there is no doubt that we 
have been caught short in lads 
of quality in terms of the pool of 
players that we have. 

“The possibility of the loss of 
Giggs is something we should 
have done, something about at 
the start of the season. We 
thought about getting a left¬ 
sided player. We tried to buy 

OLIVER 
HOLT 

Blomqvist from AC Milan, they 
wouldn’t sell him but they put 
him on loan ro Parma and they 
eventually sold him. We should 
have pushed rhar through, 
which would have given us 
more protection. 

"Instead, we had an imbal¬ 
ance when Giggs eventually 
went- The problem for me is 
that, when my II best players 
are fit. it is hard for me to go and 
take two good players who are 
the same quality as them. 

"In the case of Blomqvist, you 
thought he was one that had a 
chance of being able to play at 
this club in terms of ability and 
certain, things he has. But, if you 
take him out of the equation, 
where else do you get left-sided 
players that would at a push fill 
in for Giggs or allow me to play 
Giggs in another role? Still, 
there is no question, we should 
have done something. 

“With Keane, people say “you 
have done great you have not 
missed Keane’. But the games 
we have lost this season, we 
would never have lost them if 
Keane had been playing. Unfor¬ 
tunately he is not here but if he 
had been on the field, 1 think 
there would have been some¬ 
thing different about the place. 

“1 think there would have 
been a few angry dressing- 
rooms at half-time, you know. I 
think there has been a lack of 
leadership because of the youth¬ 
fulness of the team and because 
some of the foreign players are 
not used to our type of footbalL” 

‘The supporters do not deserve 
to have it thrown away like this’ 

efeat and loss, 
though, will only 
make Ferguson 
come back stronger. 

There is an air about him 
already of a man who can 
hardly wait to put things right, 
who is rushing towards the 
future with keen anticipation. 
Others may sate themselves 
with honours, but Ferguson 
and his ilk press ever onwards. 

“I have seen success change 
people overnight and it is not 
nice," he said. “Big-time Char¬ 
lies, arrogance. They have no 
time for their roots. That, to me, 
is the unacceptable face of 
football. What I think is the 
humbling part of football is 
where you go to games and you 
see the same managers there all 
the time and they have been in it 
for 20-odd years. 

“John Rudge. Dave Bassett 
and David Pleat You hold your 
hand up because they love it, 
they are in it seriously. They 
never change. They are still 
striving for the end of the 
rainbow. There are people who 
do not forget their roots." 

Ferguson has not forgotten, 
either. Queensland Star is testi¬ 
mony to that Success has not 
changed him or dulled his 
appetite. He is still striving, still 
hungry. 

For world testing oilers. that include all taxes, 

call us by 15 May on 01293 747 245. 

Or contact ton; local travel agenL 
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Living chronicle renowned for 
letting others have final word Fast legs and a keen 
heart were not quite 
enough; Colin Small- 

man and WUf Lingard knew 
as much. Out in front was 
Benny HflL small and skinny 
and determined to win. The 
Barnsley Chronicle duly re¬ 
corded the moment Darfieid 
Council School Obstacle 
Race (Senior Boys) IB HOI 2 C 
Small man 3 W UngaitL 

The tiny cutting has turned 
from white to ochre during 
the 57 years it has remained in 
the scrapbook. Only Hill 
would have cared enough to 
cut and mount the news item. 
This is a man with an obses¬ 
sive. compulsive personality, 
the king of anoraks. 

Puff of the pipe, sideways 
smile. Hill tha knows, can tell 
you anything you need to 
know about Barnsley Football 
Club- And some more. He has 
kept meticulous details about 
every game played since the 
1938-39 season and has at least 
one newspaper report on 
every Barnsley match since 
1953. “My mother used to say I 
was bom with a pen in my 
hand. It’s the way f am, an 
organiser." he says. 

Despite his love of minuti¬ 
ae. Hill is hardly the austere 
bureaucrat The eyes twinkle 
behind his glasses and once 
he sets upon a tale. It will be 
peppered with humour, ripe 
language and blunt opinion. 

After Barnsley’s fraught 
match against Liverpool three 
weeks ago, the tension in the 
press room was unbearable. 
Danny Wilson entered and 
the press corps stared down 
nervously at the floor. Sud¬ 
denly, Hill spoke everyone's 
thoughts. “That referee [Gary 
Willard], what a pillock, eh 
Danny?" Wilson — three of 
his players sent off, team 
defeated, fans going berserk 

— broke into a 
pirate smile. 
The anxiety left 
the room, life 
went on. 

Hill is grant¬ 
ed access to 
press facilities 
as a thank you 
for (he column. 
Stop Press. 
which has ap¬ 
peared in 
Barnsley’s 
match pro¬ 
gramme since 
1974. The col¬ 
umn is a 400- 
word bulletin 
from a journal¬ 
ist specially in¬ 
vited to write a 
piece by Htfl. By 
the end of this .season more 
than 300 writers will have 
contributed 250,000 words of 
copy — none of them paid. 
"Aye. they've all done it for 
□owl and in all that time only 
two have asked for payment 
I’m mentioning no names 
though." he says. 

The list of contributors is a 
who’s who of British sports 
journalism, from John 
Motson to Brough Scott. Jim¬ 

my Armfidd to 
Jon Champion. 
One notable 
omission has 
been Barnsley’s 
most famous 
son of the pen. 
Michael Par¬ 
kinson. “I’ll get 
that bugger to 
do me a piece 
one day." Hiii 
says. 

Journalists 
are willing to 
offer their ser¬ 
vices free in re¬ 
sponse to Hill's 
unwavering en¬ 
thusiasm and 
also because he 
is “one of them". 
He is a former 

sports editor of the now- 
defunct Sheffield Morning 
Telegraph and covered his 
first Barnsley match in Octo¬ 
ber 1948. By 1974 he had filed 
copy from all 92 grounds of 
the Football League. 

If he possesses a rich per¬ 
sonality, it is equalled by a 
certain frank doctrine, bom¬ 
bast tempered with good 
humour. “Players who don’t 
shave get my goat I don’t like 

these lazy buggers who will 
not shave. West Ham used to 
come to Oakwell looking real¬ 
ty smart They might have 
looked like London spivs, but 
that’s another story. Anyway, 
they came here at the start of 
the season and they looked 
like a set of bloody 
gardeners." 

Modern coaches that over¬ 
complicate football are next in 
line. “It’s a simple, dramatic 
game. We don't want to see 
players like McManaman 
running back and tackling 
people in the right-back pos¬ 
ition. Players should be able 
to say what they are. defender, 
midfielder or attacker," he 
says. 

The eyes burnish some 
more as he talks of journalism 
and "my lads", the term he 
uses for colleagues that have 
graduated from local papers 
to national eminence. "John 
Motson was one of mine. He 
was as green as a bloody fresh 
apple when I knew him, but 
he listened and wanted to 
learn." 

He concedes that Barnsley’s 
survival prospects are “look¬ 
ing grim" but he has not yet 
abandoned hope. "I ain't giv¬ 
ing up yet l know we’re 
hanging by a thread, but I 
ain’t giving up." 

Although he has a gratis 
press box seat it is only on a 
times hare basis. When he sits 
down in seal E8 against 
Tottenham Hotspur today, he 
will first have to wipe away a 
significant amount of bird 
droppings. “There's this 
Woody pigeon and it’s always 
sitting above the seat drop¬ 
ping Us load onto it. It’s 
getting to something when the 
bloody pigeons are getting 
nervous as well." 

Mark Hodkinson Hill has kept records of every game since before the war 
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Chappie on path 
full of promise 

Non-League Football by Walter Gammie 

ALL paths lead to Gander 
Green Lane for Kingstonian 
in the next week. Today the 
Ryman League leaders travel 
to play Sutton United in a 
match that could all but seal 
promotion to the Vauxhal! 
Conference. On Wednesday 
they return to play the Surrey 
Senior Cup final against 
Woking, a match rich in 
emotion Tor Geoff Chappie, 
the Kingstonian manager, 
who for 13 years was in charge 
at Woking. 

Winning the League would. 
Chappie said, “rank very, very 
high — up there with the 
Trophy finals and the Cup-tie 
at Everton with Woking. To 
achieve that in my first season 
would be tremendous. The 
board here didn’t put me 
under any pressure. They 
didn’t expea me to win the 
League straight away. 

"The season has exceeded 
all my expectations. We lost on 
December 28 at Dulwich, then 
went 18 matches unbeaten 
until we played Yeading a 
week ago last Saturday. The 
players have done magnifi¬ 
cently, and we are now in a 
great position to go on and win 
it, but there* sail a little bit 
more to do". 

Kingstonian meet Sutton on 
a pitch that suffers the ravages 
of winter more than most ~ 
"the Surrey Senior Cup final 
should be at Woking." 
Chappie said. "It’S the best 
playing surface in Surrey" — 
just as the one-time leaders are 
rediscovering their touch. 

Sutton had been blazing a 
PJJhtowards the tide through 
December and January into 
February when their form 
slumped. John Rains, the 
manager, said: “Unfortunate¬ 
ly. I cant put it down to any 

% 

particular thing. When vre 
were on our good run, we had 
nine or ten players playing 
consistently well. All of a 
sudden it was totally reversed: 
nine or ten players were well; 
below par, confidence went 
down the pan and we wait on 
to have a disastrous run." 

New blood in the shape of 
Junior Haynes, from Hayes, 
Mark Watson, returning to 
Sutton via West Ham United. 
Bournemouth and Welling 
United, and Azeez Akin bote- 
from St Albans, helped to fin 
the squad. A 5-1 win to 

PWD L F A » 
Kingstarten . 382310. 5 76-31.™ 
Sunon United .392110 8 78 52 ^ 
Boreham Wood 3520 8 6 71 34 2* 

REMAINING FIXTURES: K 
momw: Sutton United i«y 
Heybrtdoa Swifts (h) Apr 27; OxfadGJ 
la) May Z Pufleut la) Sutton UriWj 
Tomorrow; Mrwstmlan (W Apr.JP 
Basfnsstoke (a). May 2 EVombr ffl 
Horsham Wood: Tomorrow: 
Hantel (a) Apr 21: Si Abans (a). Apr® 
Heytmdge Swifts <h) Apr 25: HoretoHP 
Apr 2B: Aytesbuiy Urttad jg 
-United 
and Ncrthfleat (aj 

a. May 2 

Carshalton Athletic on.Mofr 
day followed a 2-2 draw.** 
Boreham Wood on Saturday 

“We haven’t given uij- 
Rains said. “We’ve got to vjto 
our remaining games andj, 
would give us a glimmer 
hope — or more probably-* 
would give Boreham Wood* 
glimmer of hope.” 

Boreham Wood's hopesyatf 
th reatened by a fixture bun®1 
that is a legacy of cup success 
es that leaves them with 
league matches in the. - 
fortnight..“If Boreham Wood 
aime through that to win a* 
title, theyII have deserved it* 
Chappie said. - ■ 

l 1 
\ j. 



the TIMES SATURDAY APRIL 181998 SPORT 37 

' ‘ 'V. 
,r;'; r«u-. 

■ ''-’uu 
■■'-'-all. 

r' i'-.L 
' Ill 

ir*. 
r I • ; 

x 

'’ ii 

•’ ■•'I: 
■ iilUT, 

"• '"'Oin 
•• •'(( 
1 Iji 
N-<| 

r r 

•: i. 

Celtic must 
put recent 
history out 

of mind 
By Kevin McCarra 

SO FAR as the Bell’s Scottish 
League premier division table 
is concerned, the past has been 
abolished. The Old Firm may 
each have completed 32 fix- 
lures. but the consequences 
have been insignificant With 
Tour games still to be played. 
Rangers only lead Celtic by a 
goal difference of one. It is as if 
the true season is just about to 
begin. 

So far as the minds of the 
players are concerned, how¬ 
ever. it may be that all those 
previous efforts will have their 
influence. The members of the 
Old Firm may now occupy the 
same piece of territory, but it is 
hard not to be mindful of the 
routes they have taken to 
reach it. Celtic would have 
gone seven points ahead of 
their Glasgow rivals had they 
beaten Dundee United at 

TABLE 

P w D L F A Pts 
Rangers.32 19 9 4 71 35 66 
CdlfC. .3220 6 6 57 22 6ti 
Hearts . 32 IB B A 65 40 62 
Si Johnstrw. 32 11 8 13 32 37 41 
kdmamx*.. 32 10 10 12 35 50 40 
Dundee Uld 32 7 13 12 40 45 34 
Morharwe/J.. 32 9 7 16 41 52 34 
Aberdeen . 32 7 n 14 33 48 32 

Duntrmkie 32 711 14 38 63 32 

Hbeman . 32 G 9 17 35 55 27 

home on March 15, but Wim 
Jansen's side only drew that 
day and they have been en¬ 
gaged in frittering away foetr 
advantage since then. 

The sense of decline, how¬ 
ever, has been artificially ac¬ 
centuated by the steep upward 
slope of the revival at lbrox- 
The victory in the Old Firm 
game last Sunday that pulled 
Rangers level on points was 
the team’s fourth successive 
win in the premier division. 

The composition of the fix¬ 
ture list still favours Celtic, 
since three of their last four 
fixtures are at home. Just as 
encouragingly, three of the 
opponents are to be found in 
the bottom half of the table. 
That sort of mechanical analy¬ 
sis, however, may turn out.to 
be an irrelevance. The fact that 
Motherwell, the visitors to 
Celtic Park, are in seventh 
place will only hone their 
competitiveness. 

They are clawing for die 
handhold that will allow them 

Miller self-belief 

to cling to premier division 
status. The table is crammed 
with fear and ambition. “All of 
the remaining games are 
going to be as intense as we 
have ever seen." Waller Smith, 
the Rangers manager, said. 
“Of ihe ten dubs, four or five 
are fighting relegation, Kil¬ 
marnock and St Johnstone are 
competing for a Ue£a Cup 
place, and Hearts, Celtic and 
ourselves are in contention for 
the title. Evezy side has a good 
reason to go out looking for a 
win." 

Rangers will seek it in a 
hostile arena tomorrow. Were 
it not for the smaller sire or the 
crowd, the fixture with 
Aberdeen would be seen as the 
cause of greater animosity 
than an Old Firm game. The 
acrimony owes much to the 
fact that it was Rangers, at the 
end of the 1980s, who ended 
Aberdeen's domination of 
Scottish football. 

. This week. too. there has 
been emotive recollection of 
the damaging tackle that Neil 
Simpson, of Aberdeen, inflict¬ 
ed on Ian Dunrant ten years 
ago. The midfield player, after 
several operations, recovered 
from his knee injury, but his 
career had been diminished 
irretrievably. Even without 
that episode, there would be a 
spontaneous intensity about 
the dash tomorrow. The 
problem we will face at 
Aberdeen is the game itself, 
and winning it," Smith said. 

Aberdeen are hovering on 
the edge of the relegation zone. 
“My players don’t care who 
wins tfie League." Alex Miller, 
the manager at Pfttodrie, said. 
“What interests us is getting 
the three points that will help 
us out of the situation we are 
in. We should not feel like 
second-class dozens against 
Rangers. The biggest factor is 
that we believe in ourselves.” 

Conviction must be sum¬ 
moned up elsewhere. Heart of 
Midlothian, four points be¬ 
hind the Old Firm, are at 
home to St Johnstone, while 
Hibernian, who occupy last 
place in the premier division, 
will dose to within two points 
of Dunfermline Athletic if they 
are able to beat the Fife dub at 
East End Park. 

The Edinburgh dub. with¬ 
out an away win all season, 
have taken only five points 
from 15 games on their travels. 
Yet confidence is high after the 
2-1 victory at home to Hearts a 
week ago and 6,000 support¬ 
ers are expected to make the 
short trip across the Forth 
Bridge today. 

Alex McLeish, the Hiberni¬ 
an manager, said: "Our away 
form has been dreadful but 
this match cant come quickly 
enough for us. The players 
have been walking about with 
a spring in their step all week 
after beating Hearts. We've 
been playing well recently, 
although that has not always 
been reflected in our results." 
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FOOTBALL SATURDAY 

Hughes and Zola were among Chelsea’s heroes against Vicenza at Stamford Bridge Photograph: Mare Aspland 

Chelsea look to follow lead of 
Osgood, Hudson and Cooke If Chelsea win the Cup 

Winners' Cup a second 
time when they meet 
VfB Stuttgart in Stock¬ 

holm. they wfll be the dghth 
English winners of the trophy 
— though there was a gap of 
14 years between Chelsea's 
splendid success in Athens 
against Real Madrid in 1971 
and Everton’s easy triumph 
over Rapid Vienna in 
Rotterdam. 

Tottenham Hotspur, in 
1963, also in Rotterdam, were 
the first English winners. 
West Ham United brought 
the trophy bade to London In 
1965. Leeds United would 
usually have maintained the 
sequence in 1973 but for 
abominable refereeing. Man¬ 
chester City, before a tiny 
crowd of 10.000, had won the 
tournament in Vienna in 1970, 
beating Gomik. of Poland, 
2r\. Forty-five thousand, how¬ 
ever, saw Manchester United 
emulate them in a rousing 2-1 
victory over Barcelona in Rot¬ 
terdam in 1991, during which 
Marik Hughes. Chelsea’s hero 
on Thursday night, excelled. 

Arsenal twice readied the 
final, in 1994 and 1995. beating 
Parma in Copenhagen but 
losing to a remarkable long- 
range. last-minute goal by the 
former Spurs player, Nayim, 
against Real Zaragoza in 
Paris. 

The Cup Winners’ Cup has 
always been a slightly suspect 
competition, initially because 
only a handful of European 
countries took their cup tour¬ 
naments seriously. In Eng¬ 
land, the FA Cup may well 
have been the mother of all 
competitions. In Scotland, it 
mattered, too, but in Italy — 
though you might have 
thought the sudden-death 

romance of 
the cup 
would have 
engendered 
passions — it 
was for long 
amerdy mar¬ 
ginal pre-sea¬ 
son affair. 

In Germ¬ 
any. it has 
long been a 
fashion for 
obscure re¬ 
gional teams 
to knock out 
the uncon¬ 
cerned titans. 
When, long 
ago. I pointed 
all this out to 
Sir Stanley 
Rous. FA sec¬ 
retary and 
president of 
Fifa, the 
world gov¬ 
erning body, who had encour¬ 
aged the Cup-winners' tour¬ 
nament he replied that one of 
its aims was precisely to 
increase interest in cup foot¬ 
ball in European countries. 

This has certainly hap 
pened to some degree- Even in 
Italy, there is now a far more 
rational cup structure and 
greater interest though the 
leading dubs still tend to see it 
as a secondary affair, often 
fielding weakened teams. It is 
significant that a dub 8S 

modest as Vicenza should 
have been Italy’s latest 
contenders. 

However, just as interest 
and commitment was grow¬ 
ing, what should Ue£a do but 
pull out the rug by conten- 
tiously including second- 
placed dubs from the biggest 
European leagues in the 
European Cup. The field en¬ 

tered by Chel¬ 
sea this sea¬ 
son was sub¬ 
stantially less 
distinguished 
than that of 
1970-71. To 
meet and 
beat Real 
Madrid, even 
if it was no 
longer the 
Real of Pus¬ 
kas and Di 
Stefano. was 
to conquer 
the best 

Tottenham 
won the tro¬ 
phy in spec¬ 
tacular rash- 
ion. The odds 
seemed, 
against them, 
raced by Al- 
litico Ma¬ 
drid, and one 

of their key players. Dave 
Mackay, the Scotland left 
halt withdrew with a stomach 
injury. Before the match. Bill 
Nicholson, the Tottenham 
manager, gave a lugubrious 
team talk in which he extolled 
the merits of one Spanish 
player after another. 

Danny Blanchfiower. Tot¬ 
tenham's inspirational cap¬ 
tain, realised he must step in 
and gave what might be 
described as a counter team 
talk: They say this” fellow 
Jones from Atidtioo can run. 
Well, our Cliff Jones can move 
a bit" Spurs wiped the floor 
with Ail&ico. 5-1. 

Two years later, at Wem¬ 
bley. West Ham captained by 
Bobby Moore, defeated a 
Munich 1860 team then still 
overshadowing the emerging 
Bayern Munich. Both goaK 
late on. were scored by a 

home-grown right winger, 
Alan Sealey. 

Arsenal's victory over Par¬ 
ma owed much to the gallant 
goalkeeptng of David Sea¬ 
man, defying a Parma attack 
which included another 
future Chelsea hem Gian¬ 
franco Zola; and to a strange 
error by Parma's centre back. 
Mi noth, who hooked the ball 
into his own goalmouth. 
There, it was coolly controlled 
and dispatched by Alan 
Smith. Yesterday, Zola, who 
had hoped his bravura perfor¬ 
mance on Thursday would 
have convinced Cesare Mal- 
dini, the Italy manager, heard 
that he had been dropped 
from the squad for the match 
against Paraguay on 
Wednesday. 

The Chelsea team that beat 
Real Madrid glittered with 
Peter Osgood, Alan Hudson 
and Charlie Cooke. In the first 
game, Osgood, still nursing 
an injury, gave Chelsea the 
lead, but Real subsequently 
bad the best of it and could 
have won. In the replay, with 
Cooke resplendent and 
Bonetti brave in goal Chelsea 
took a 2-0 lead through 
Dempsey and Osgood, and 
won 2-1. 

Fans flock to 
see Wembley 
newcomers 

Nick Szczepanik on a novel experience 

for the Auto Windscreens Shield finalists 

Te biggest football 
crowd in Britain this 
weekend will not be 
watching highly-paid 

internationals fighting for FA 
Carling Premiership honours. 
Instead, more than 60.000 will 
see AFC Bournemouth take on 
Grimsby Town tomorrow 
lunchtime in the Wembley 
final of the Auto Windscreens 
Shield, the knockout competi¬ 
tion for Nationwide League 
second and third division 
teams. 

For both clubs, it is an 
overdue debut at football's 
most famous venue, leaving 
only 11 of the 92 English league 
dubs yet to play beneath the 
twin towers. Indeed, Grimsby, 
after 120 years without a 
Wembley appearance, could 
make it twice in one season; 
they are virtually certain to 
take part in the second divi¬ 
sion play-offs, in which semi¬ 
final victory would guarantee 
a return trip. 

At the turn of the year, they 
were the form team of their 
division, with Alan Buckley 
voted Manager of _ 
the Month for De¬ 
cember. and they 
even threatened to 
make a serious 
challenge for auto¬ 
matic promotion; 
but their league 
performances in 
the second half of 
the season have 
been patchy. Their 
cup form, how¬ 
ever, which saw them elimi¬ 
nate Leicester City and Shef¬ 
field Wednesday from the 
Coca-Cola cup, has been 
excellent 

They also have players with 
Wembley experience. Kingsley 
Black played in two League 
Cup finals, for Luton Town in 
1989 and Nottingham Forest 
in 1992, both lost while Kevin 
Donovan scored and wot with 
West Bromwich Albion in the 
1993 second division play-off 
final against Port Vale. 

However, they are upstaged 
in the romance stakes by their 
opponents. Bournemouth, 
who tottered on the brink of 
bankruptcy and consequent 
extinction a little over a year 
ago. The financial reconstruc¬ 
tion forced on the dub at that 
time has seen them resurrect¬ 
ed as “Europe's only commun¬ 
ity-owned football club", a 
term coined by Trevor Wat¬ 
kins. once the organiser of a 
trust fund aimed at safeguard¬ 
ing the club's future and now 
the club chairman. He even 
had the brass neck to inform 
the Football Assodation that 

^Grimsby 
are being 
upstaged 

in terms of 
romance? 

Bournemouth would accept an 
InterToto Cup nomination 
should they win at Wembley. 

Mel Machin. the manager, 
is looking forward to the 
luxury of picking a Wembley 
side after experiencing the 
uncertainties of receivership. 
The receivers, in fact, did a 
good job and kept everyone 
together there were no player 
sell-offs." he said. “It made the 
town realise what they had. 
We've come a long way." 

The Wembley trip has in¬ 
creased that awareness. 
Bournemouth have requested 
more tickets, after selling out 
their original allocation, and 
hope to have as many as 
37.000 supporting them: 
Grimsby will bring 29.000. 
Watkins commented, some¬ 
what wistfully, that the 27.000 
who do not normally visit 
Dean Court might regard 
fixtures with such teams as 
Wigan Athletic as ideal oppor¬ 
tunities to find out' who the 
players were in advance of the 
big day. Sadly, few took him 
up on tire suggestion. 
_ On current 

form. Bourne¬ 
mouth. who won 
both their Easter 
matches, including 
a 1-0 victory over 
Walsall, their 
semi-final victims, 
on Tuesday eve¬ 
ning, should be 
favourites. Grims¬ 
by have taken only 
three points from 

their last six games, and have 
Jack Lester, the forward, sus¬ 
pended. However, they have 
beaten Bournemouth twice in 
league games. “Wembley is a 
one-off. David Smith, the 
Grimsby winger said. “We are 
two footballing sides and you 
would think it will be an 
attractive game.” 

Whatever the result, the 
match will become part of one 
club's history that almost end¬ 
ed last year. “For teams like 
Grimsby and Bournemouth, 
these are games that can 
linger in the memory for 30 or 
40 years,” Watkins said. “It's a 
chance to put smiles on faces." 

For the record, the other 11 
dubs still to play at Wembley 
are Barnsley, Chester City. 
Doncaster Rovers. Exeter City. 
Gillingham. Hartlepool Uni¬ 
ted. Hull City, Lincoln City. 
Rochdale. Walsall and 
Wrexham. 
BOURNEMOUTH (pesa**? 4-J-21 J 
Glass — NVoutKi ICcfc.FHolfcng. jVinomi 
— J 8aley. R Bandsmens. J Brtssell S 
Rc&nscm — S Fieicher. M Stem 
GRIMSBY TOWN |posst4e. 4-4^1 A 
Davison — J McOemwn. M Lave*. P 
Handyskte. A GaJtoncre — h Danwan. P 
Grows. W Burnell. D Smith — L Nwjan. S 
Livings one 

Bassett refusing to prepare 
for Forest promotion party 

FORGET the FA Carling Pre¬ 
miership. The real excitement 
as the season draws to a dose 
is provided by the Nationwide 
League first division. The tus¬ 
sle at the top is fascinating: at 
the bottom, it is almost 
unbearable. 

There are issues that could 
be decided this afternoon. 
Nottingham Forest should 
they win away to Stockport 
County and results elsewhere 
go their way, will be guaran¬ 
teed promotion. If Sheffield 
United and Ipswich Town win 
and Birmingham City lose, 
then the scramble for play-off 
places will be as good as 
over. 

Dave Bassett, foe Forest 
manager, refused to be drawn 
on foe subject of promotion 
yesterday. “1 will refuse to 
believe it until we are mathe¬ 
matically certain." he said. 
“What is the point in getting 
carried away? Anyway, we 
have a poor reconi against 
sides from lower down in foe 
table and I am taking nothing 
for granted at Stockport" 

likewise. Sunderland will 
not underestimate Crewe Al¬ 
exandra, another of the sides 
promoted from the second 
division last season, and possi¬ 
bly foe most skilful team in the 
division. Peter Reid’S side, 
however, know that they must 

By David Mad dock 

win their home games if they 
are to repel foe challenge of 
Middlesbrough and Charlton 
Athletic for foe second auto¬ 
matic promotion place. 

“We have slipped up in our 
last two matches and we have 
no more chances." Reid said- 
“I have made it dear to my 
players what is at stake ana 
they know that they have to 
win their remaining games to 
be certain of going up. It is as 
simple as that” 

What is not so simple is the 
position at the foot of foe 
division. In theoiy. any one of 
II dubs could still be relegat¬ 
ed. In practice, it is likely to 
come down to an almighty 

Bassett cautious 

scrap between the sides pres¬ 
ently occupying the bottom six 
positions in foe table. 

The fixtures computer has 
been unkind. Four of foe 
bottom six play promotion- 
chasing teams this weekend. 
Portsmouth have the most 
daunting task with a visit to 
Charlton, but Alan Ball, the 
Portsmouth manager, believes 
he can complete what would 
be a minor mirade by saving 
his side from relegation. “We 
will not go down." was his 
confident assertion yesterday. 

In foe second division, foe 
contest for a play-off place 
appears most interesting, but 
the main news in the third 
division concerns one of foe 
potential play-off challengers, 
Leyton Orient They were 
deducted three points by foe 
Fbotball League yesterday, for 
fielding players under suspen¬ 
sion. 

An FA disciplinary commit¬ 
tee originally deemed the of¬ 
fence to be an administrative 
matter and handed Orient a 
E20.000 fine. But a ruling by a 
Football League Commission 
overturned that derision and, 
instead, applied the points 
deduction. Barry Hearn, the 
Orient chairman, immediate¬ 
ly lodged an appeaL "We hope 
the FA will endorse foe first 
derision," he said. 
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FOOTBALL SATURDAY 

ft-. 

MANCHESTER UNITED 
V 

NEWCASTLE UNITED 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 

Rob Hughes 
From his new 

& perspective in 
the winners' en- 

|v, closure at New- 
market races on 
Thursday, Alex 
Ferguson mused 

on the prospects of his Man¬ 
chester United team stopping 
Arsenal from coming up on the 
rails to win the championship. 
"We must win our four games — 
and hope Arsenal drop points." 
he said. "Simple as that-” 

The odds on United beating 
Newcastle United today may be 
worth putting your shirt on, even 
if it is the thirteenth new design 
that Old Trafford has now 
marketed in five years. New¬ 
castle have a poor away record 
and have been coming to Old 
Trafford for two decades without 
winning once in L2 visits. These 
days, in any' case, Kenny 
Dalglish, Ferguson's old antago¬ 
nist travels more in fear than 
hope or expectation. 

Ferguson knows, however, 
that human beings are the most 
unpredictable of thoroughbreds. 
He has to decide the state of body 
and mind of tired and distracted 
players: dare he risk Ryan 
Giggs’s damaged hamstring? 
Should he trust Teddy Shering- 
ham to show sharper form? Is 
David Beckham so tetchy 
because of threats from a stalk¬ 

er? Did Paul Scholes miss a 
hat-trick of chances against 
Liverpool last week simply 
because he missed them, or 
because his mind was affected 
by tragedy in his personal 
life? 

A dressing-room is a complex 
place. Not that Newcastle can be 
counted upon to lake advantage. 
Dalglish admitted on Monday 
that his side are sacrificing style 
to achieve a point, doing the 
necessary to save their FA Car¬ 
ling Premiership hides. New¬ 
castle have scored a total of U 
goals in 14 away games and 
defended heavily. 

Do not be surprised if 
Dalglish leaves out Keith Gilles¬ 
pie. a winger prone to losing the 
ball, and opts for two full backs 
on each flank — Steve Watson 
and Warren Barton on the right 
Stuart Pearce and Alessandro 
Pistone on the left 

That may seem dour to excess 
because United have no true 
right winger, having sold three 
— Gillespie. Andrei Kanchelskis 
and Karel Poborsky. Ben 
Thomley could play there, but 
Beckham is more likely. And 
Giggs will probably not appear 
on the other wing. 

Nevertheless. United must ex¬ 
pect. at the very least, to repeat 
their 1-0 win at St James' Park in 
December... and keep an ear to 
the ground hoping that Wimble¬ 
don deny Arsenal in a similar 
contest of aspiration versus des¬ 
peration down at Highbury. 

MANCHESTER UNITS) (paste. 4-3-1-2V P 
Scftneicne) — G Nevflo. HBwg. G Pefrstet. O 
bwm — □ Beckham. P Nerite. N Bin — E 
SHeringham — 0 G SOskjaef A Cole 
NEWCASTLE UNITED (Dossfcte 4-1-Mj: S 
Given — S Wbtsoa N DabCas. P AfcerL S 
Peace — W Barton. R Lee. D Batty, A ftsione 
— G Speed — A Staoei 
Referee; U Rannte 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day. BBC1 1020pm, extended 
highlights. 
■ PREDICTION: Manchester Uni¬ 
ted to win. or surrender the title. 0Matt Dickinson 

Arsenal appeared 
to be the irresist¬ 
ible force as they 
frounced Black¬ 
burn Rovers 4-1 at 
Ewood Park on 
Monday, but to¬ 

day they lace a team that has. at 
Highbury at leasL proved the 
immovable object Wimbledon 
have not lost any of their past 
nine games away to Arsenal and. 
as they proved in almost holding 
Manchester United at Old 
Trafford recently, they retain the 
ability to frustrate the country’s 
finest 

Goals are proving hard to come 
by for Joe Kinnear’s team, but 
they have not conceded one in the 
past lour games and Arsenal will 
have to break down the barricade 

David Maddock 
There is a sense of 
relief around 
Goodison Park 
after the victory 
last Saturday 
over Lefeds Uni¬ 
ted. “It was a 

massive win for us. We are not 
safe yet but that has given us 
some breathing space," Howard 
KendalL the manager, said. 

Everton should not go down, 
but they need at least one more 
win to feel safe. Their run-in is 
easily the most comfortable of 
those dubs still looking over their 
shoulder at the foot of the 
division. Leicester City. Sheffield 
Wednesday and Coventry City at 
home — three points are eminent¬ 
ly obtainable from those. 

The visit of Leicester probably 
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ARSENAL 

WIMBLEDON 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 

this afternoon. Arsine Wenger’s 
side have lost only once in their 
past 24 games so it is difficult to 
see them slipping up spectacular¬ 
ly today. 

“The problem, of course, is that 
we were on a high at Blackburn," 
Wenger said. “It is my job to 

EVERTON 

LEICESTER CITY 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 

presents die most difficult match 
of the three. They are still in the 
hunt for a Uefa Cup place, 
although the midweek draw 
against Southampton did not 
help. They are four points behind 
Derby County and need a win. 

The return of Steve Walsh, 

convince everyone that we will 
have to work hard and battle 
against Wimbledon. If we are not 
prepared mentally, we will be 
disappointed. The championship 
is in our hands, but it is so fragile 
and we must not lose our way." 

Ian Wright is still not fit and 
Matthew Upson is likely to have 
to deputise in central defence in 
the absence of Martin Keown. 
Steve Bould and GiUes Griman- 
di. 
ARSENAL (probable. 4-4-21: D Seaman — L 
Dixon A Adams. M Upson. N Winterbum — R 
Parlour. P Viera. E Petit. M Overmars — D 
Bargkamp. N Arietta 
WB48LH30N (prottabfe; 4-4-2) NSUBvan — K 
Cunwx^taiTt. D Btackvwaft. C Perry. A Kimble — 
N Ardey. C Hughes. A Roberta M Hughes—C 
laabum, M Gayte 
Referee: P Jones 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day, brief highlights. 
■ PREDICTION: Draw. 

after a month-long groin injury, 
helps, as does the presence of Jan 
Marshall, a former Everton play¬ 
er, after injury. Spencer Prior is 
injured. Kendall has the luxury of 
picking from almost a full squad, 
with only Danny Cadamarteri 
and Nick Barmby missing, both 
through injury. John Spencer is 
likely to continue his partnership 
with Duncan Ferguson, leaving 
Mickaei Madar on the bench 
once more. 
EVERTON (probable: M-2V T Myhre — J 
O'Kane. C Swrt. S Bit. C Tier. M Bel — G 
McCarv, OHutehfcon. PBeagria—J Spencer. 
D Fe«{*J3an. 
LEICESTER CITY (probable. 5<J-2): K Kedet — 
R Ultatfrome, S Walsh. ) Marshal. J Wans, S 
Guppy — R Savage. N Lennon. G Penan — E 
Heskey, A CoUee 
Referee: S LodQe 

■ TELEVISION: Today. Match of 
the Day. brief highlights. 
■ PREDICTION: Away win. 

BARNSLEY 
v 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 
Today. 3.0 (sold out) 

Nick Szczepaoik 
W-'lWhen these two 
■fri-i, .. ...4 sides met at 

Ewood Park in 
December, Black- 

[ aS/'I burn Rovers were 
| | in irresistible 
1--1 form, while West 
Ham United were Supermen at 
Upton Park, if Clark Kents away 
from home. Now, both teams are 
performing indifferently, but 
there is still more history, plot 
and subtext in this fixture than in 
anything you might catch farther 
up the Thames at Shakespeare's 
restored Globe. 

The clubs' three meetings so far 
this season have featured a 
couple of red cards (Kevin 
Gallacher struck Eyal Berkovic. 
Steve Lomas pushed a referee): 
accusations, strongly denied, of 

Peter Robinson 
_9| Their careers 
" ra have run hand in 

. j hand, both have 
-M won the Italian 
*.„■ 1 championship 
"'{ with Sampdoria. 
— they achieved the 

same success at Juventus and 
then won the European Cup. 
They came to England to add a 
little Italian flair to London clubs 
and became player-managers 
with those clubs at about the 
same time. Gianluca Vialli and 
Attilio Lombardo, broihers in 
arms. 

Of course, their careers are 
beginning to diverge now. Vialli 
is the king of Stamford Bridge, he 
has won the Coca-ColaCup 
already and may yet win the Cup 
Winners’ Cup; Lombardo is the 

WEST HAM UNITED 
V 

BLACKBURN ROVERS 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 

racist abuse and Blackburn’s 
elimination from the FA Cup on 
penalties. Add to that John 
Hanson'S farewell appearance of 
the season today — the result of 
suspension after his dismissal 
last week against Derby County 
— foe continued omission of 

CRYSTAL PALACE 

DERBY COUNTY 
Today, 3.0 

king of Selhurst Park, which isn’t 
saying very much. Crystal Palace 
are going down and there seems 
to be nothing that he or anybody 
else can do about it 

Today sees their latest attempt 
at salvaging some pride by win¬ 
ning a home game. They may 

Chris Sutton from foe England 
scene and foe hopes both dubs 
entertain of stumbling into 
Europe, and you could have quite 
an occasion. 

Trevor Sinclair is available 
again for West Ham. although 
Stan Lazaridis is doubtful. 
Sutton and Damien Duff are 
expected to return as Rovers 
attempt to end a three-game 
losing streak. 
WEST HAM UNITED I probate. 3-4-1-2). a 
Lama—J Pearce. R Fardinand D Urtswonh—A 
tanpey. S Lomas. F Lamport 3 Lazwxis — E 
Bertovfc —J Hanson. T Sennas 
BLACKBURN ROVERS (probate 4-4-2J- A 
Fonts — J Karma. C Hendry. S Henctrc. P 
Valery — GFRcron. TSrienvwxt WMcKmlay, 0 
Dot! — C Sutton, K Galacher 
Referee: P Durton 

■ TELEVISION: Today. Match of 
the Day. brief highlights. 
■ PREDICTION: West Ham back 
to winning ways. 

have to do it without FuUarton, 
Warhurst, Rodger and Shipper- 
ley. who are all carrying injuries, 
but even if everybody was fit you 
doubt whether Palace would have 
foe confidence to manage it 
Derby County will be without 
Erarvio and Laursen. ruled out 
with groin and knee injuries 
respectively but, although their 
away form is patchy, it will take a 
brave man to bet against them 
today. 

CRYSTAL PALACE (pcssfcte. 4-4 2) KMilla — 
M Edwwtfiy. V ferraw. H rtedareson. D Gjrdc* 
— A lambada. T Bn*i. S Cwot J Smoi — M 
Jansfln. M Padova no. 
DERBY COUNTY (ptooSKs: A3-12V R Ham 
-R Delap- C D*ny i Sumac. C Powfl - l 
Lditey. L Bottnen. D Powell — F Biro — P 
VfanchopB. DBunon 
Referee: P Atax* 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day, brief highlights. 
■ PREDICTION: Away win. 

I Oliver Holt 
They could 
have done it at 
St James' Park 
last week, bat 
they lost to the 
team that 
might as well 

be Alan Shearer United. Now, 
Barnsley have another chance 
to escape from the bottom 
three. This time, they are at 
Oakweil and there is no one 
like Shearer in the reeling 
Tottenham Hotspur team that 
they may be about to swap 
places with. 

Tottenham’s season seems 
to be stumbling from one 
crisis to another as player 
after player goes public on 
their distaste for the embattled 
coach, Christian Gross. Earli¬ 
er in foe season, it was Les 
Ferdinand and Darren Ander- 
ton who criticised him. Now 
Chris Armstrong and Allan 
Nielsen are disaffected and 
David Howells is positively 
seedling. 

Ferdinand, at least is back 
at something approaching full 
fitness and may replace Arm¬ 
strong. Anderton says that he 
has been fit for three games so 
there may be a place for him. 
Whoever plays, Tottenham 
are a notoriously brittle team 
and it is hard to see them 
flourishing on foe hard turf of 
Oakweil. 

Danny Wilson and his team 
know time is running out and 
that with Arsenal and 
Manchester United stiff to 
play, they have to take oppor¬ 
tunities like the one this 
afternoon. On ability, they 
should not be able to live with 
Spurs, but their team spirit 
has survived and, on an 
afternoon like this, superb 
though David Ginola has 
been this season, one would 
back the graft of Neil 
Redfeam against his Gallic 
flair every time. 

Spurs were knocked out of 
foe FA Cup at Oakweil this 
season and if Barnsley can 
overcome the suspensions that 
have weakened them, it is 
likely to be another black day 
for North London’s finest 
underachievers. 

BARNSLEY (probate, 3-5-2): 0 Watson — 
A Moses, A da Zaun, S Jones — D 
Sheridan, E TinMor, N Redfeam. M BotaSt 
A Krgan — A Wad. J Handle. 
TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR (probate. 4-4- 
2j-1 wakar — s Carr, s Campbell. R Vega, 
J Edrtwgh — R Fox, N Beni. D Ginola, A | 
Nieteen — L Fgrrtnand, J Kbnsmavi. 
Raterea: M Boderham 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match 
ol the Day. extended highlights. 
■ PREDICTION: Barnsley to 
win. 

ON MONDAY 

Brilliant insights or hopeless 
guesses? Check our writers’ 

predictions against their 
weekend match reports 

Richard Hobson 
The unsteady 
progress of Bol¬ 
ton Wanderers 
recalls the issue of 
the frog trying to 
get out of the well. 

- Taking alternate¬ 
ly two steps forward and slipping 
one back, does the frog emerge 
before its deadline? 

Bolton put a decent run togeth¬ 
er. with ten points in five games, 
only to suffer a 4-0 defeat at 
Derby County on Easter Mon¬ 
day. A temporary blip, perhaps, 
but points for Tottenham 
Hotspur, Everton and Newcastle 
United mean-they are trying to 
recover lost .ground today. 

Colin Todd, foe manager, is 
likely to recall Bergsson and 
Phillips today. Branagan, fish. 

m 
VI 

BOLTON WANDERERS 

LEEDSUNITED 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 

Taylor and Cox face fitness rests 
on an assortment of ailments. It 
will be the ninth game to sell out 
at foe Reebok Stadium, where the 
taffy of dismissals now totals a 
grisly II. 

Leeds United remain handily 
positioned for a place in foe Uefa 

Cup. Reports that Danny Cada¬ 
marteri. the teenage Everton 
striker, is on his way to Elland 
Road in the summer, have been 
denied, but a replacement for 
the departing Wallace is a 
priority. 

Keweil. a left back in the youth 
team just 12 months ago, will 
partner Hasselbaink up front and 
Radebe is dose ro recovery from a 
bruised knee. Ribeiro. however, 
has a groin operation next week. 
BOLTON WANDERERS (paste 3-5-2): h 
Branagan — A Todd, M Fiji. G Bergsson — N 
Cox. P Francfsen. J Sheridan. A Thompson. J 
Phfips-R Taytor. N Bake 
LEEDS UNITED (posotoJ-r. 3-5-?) NManyn — 
D Wethers*, R MoWmt. MHtten-G KeOy. G 
Hale. L Radabe. L Bowyer. I Harte - JF 
HassoibainK. H KaweS 
Referee: J Winter. 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day. brief highlights. 
■ PREDICTION: Draw. 

Keith Pike 
Three weeks to go 
and, for only the 
second time this 
decade, no relega¬ 
tion dogfight at 
The Dell ... 
Southampton 

fans must be suffering from 
withdrawal symptoms. Still, foe 
match against Aston Villa is a 
sell-out as David Jones attempts 
to push his team to their best 
finish in foe Premiership. 

Southampton* highest Pre¬ 
miership points tally of 54 was set 
three years ago under Alan Ball, 
before foe division was reduced to 
20 dubs and. with only four 
games to go, they will do well to 
exceed that mark. With Matthew 
Le Tissier hoping to progress 
from the England B squad to 

Matt Dickinson 
Gianluca Vialli 
said one of his 
first jobs as play¬ 
er-manager of 
Chelsea would be 
to bring some 
consistency and 

stability. It remains the year of 
living dangerously for the West 
London side, however, as they 
proved with the thrilling Cup 
Winners’ Cup victory over Vicen¬ 
za on Thursday. 

Amid ail foe deserved acclaim 
for their spirited fightback, foe 
familiar weaknesses at the bade 
have been ignored. The truth is 
that they rode their luck at 
Stamford Bridge and Vialli will 
know it. The problem is not just 
among foe rearguard, and Chel¬ 
sea will surely attempt to sign a 

David Powell 
Last weekend, 
after their home 
defeat by Aston 
Villa. Gordon 
Strachan, the 
Coventry City 
manager, ruled 

his team out of qualifying for a 
Uefa Cup place. “No chance," he 
said. However, neither his play¬ 
ers. nor their supporters, are 
likely to have given up hope yet 
Nevertheless, Coventry appear to 
need at least four victories from a 
difficult five-match run-in, 

Chelsea’s triumph m their Cup 
Winners’ Cup semi-final on 
Thursday was good news for foe 
dubs chasing the four Uefa Cup 
places. By winning foe Cup 
Winners’ Cup, Chelsea would 
release an extra Uefa Cup spot for 

SOUTHAMPTON 
v 

ASTON VILLA 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 

World Cup contention, though, 
anything is possible. He was 
involved in all three Southamp¬ 
ton goals against Leicester City in 
midweek — as well as Leicester’s 
injury-time penalty equaliser —' 
and Jones said yesterday: “He 
has to grab foe opportunity". 

Southampton will be without 
Davies and Hughes, both in¬ 
jured. and the suspended Lund- 
ekvam against a rejuvenated Vil¬ 
la side that has won six of its 
seven Premiership matches 
under John Gregory. Talent- 
spotters should not take their eyes 
off Lee Hendrie, 20, a workaholic 
midfield player with an eye for 
goal. No wonder Gregory is 
trying to sign him on a new 
seven-year contract 
SOUTHAMPTON (posste. 4-3-1-2)- P Jones 
— J Etodd. K Montau R Otyden, F BenaS — C 
Rafcner. M Oaktey. J BerasfonJ—M Le Ussier— 
E Oasnstad, D ftrat 
ASTON VnXAjwjssbfe. 3-4-3). MBosracft—U 

Yoke. S Milosevic 
RefcwaAVWoe 

CHELSEA 

SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY 
Tomorrow, 3.0 (sold out) 

top-class defensive midfield play¬ 
er this summer. 

Still their success as foe only 
English club left in Europe 
should be celebrated and they can 
be forgiven a half-hearted ap¬ 
proach to foe game tomorrow 
against Sheffield Wednesday, 

COVENTRY CfTY 
V 

LIVERPOOL 
Tomorrow. 4.0 (sold out) 

English dubs. Liverpool seem 
assured of one and, presupposing 
a Chelsea win over VfB Stuttgart 
in the final in Stockholm nest 
month, that leaves seven dubs 
chasing three berths. 

Coventry are foe least well 
placed and, after Liverpool, they 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day, brief highlights. 
■ PREDICTION: Entertaining draw. 

who are also likely to be going 
through foe motions. 

Gustavo PoyeL who came 
through the game on Thursday so 
admirably on his foil comeback 
from a cruciate ligament opera¬ 
tion, is likely to be rested by Vialli, 
who will probably make five or 
six changes. Peter Atherton re¬ 
turns from suspension for Ron 
Atkinson’s side. 

CHELSEA (probable. 4-4-2)- D Khanne — S 
CUri\e. F LeboeuL M Ouberry. G Le Sau* — O 

R di WWwo. E NflWOn, D Wise — G 
Zola. TAFto 
SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY (probate; 4-4-2): K 
Psessmai — E Banetu O Waiter. D SteWoAe, 
A Hncbcftfle — B Carbone, J Marital, P 
Atherton, P Rudi — p di Cano. A Boob. 
Rteree: GWiftard 

■ TELEVISION: Tomorrow: Fool- 

ball Special. Sky Sports 1 12.30am, 
brief highlights. 
■ PREDICTION: Both settle hap¬ 
pily for a draw. 

must face Leeds United. Wimble¬ 
don, Blackburn Rovers and 
Everton. McManaman, ever¬ 
present this season, is doubtful 
with ankle trouble, the same port 
of the anatomy that is worrying 
Harkness and rules him out of 
selection. Riedle. recovered from 
a back injury, is expected to join 
Owen up front. 

COVBTTFrY CITY (palate. 4-4-2) SOgfcmk 
--R Ntescn. R Shaw. G Breen. D Bunom — P 
Te»».G Baaieng. N Whelan. 6wn Strachan - 
D Durtr. D Huck«by 
LIVERPOOL (paste; 4+2). B fttedel - R 
Jones. 0 Mann. P Babb. SI Gpmebp - 0 

Referee: N Barry 

■ TELEVISION: Tomorrow: Live 
on Sky Sports 1, from 3pm. 
■ PREDICTION: Coventry to prove 
Strachan wrong. Throe points to 
lake them off the rocks and back on 
a steady course for Europe. 

j t> I 
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FOOTBALL SATURDAY 

Game must not lose 
sight of its roots or 

supporters will suffer 

McMANAMAN’S 
WORLD 

With England preparing 
for another World Cup 
warm-up. one thing is 

certain to be even more frenetic 
than the actual training — the 
proliferation of advertisements 
involving the England team. I 
suspect that people will soon be 
praying for the finals to come 
along just to get them over with. 

Football has become an increas¬ 
ing focus for advertising. Over the 
past five years, the sport has 
experienced an explosion in com¬ 
mercial activity. This World Cup 
undoubtedly will be the most 
commercial ever, with just about 
every significant company trying 
to promote its products. 

I have mixed emotions about 
this development. Obviously, there 
is a sdf-interesL Whatever brings 
money into my club has to be a 
good thing, because the more 
money behind Liverpool, surely 

the more successful we will be. No 
one is going to ignore, either, the 
personal opportunities advertising 
can bring. 

But there is a danger of over- 
commercialisation. 1 know that 
there is a feeling among genuine 
supporters that thqr are being 
exploited, and while many don’t 
complain because they want to see 
a successful team, there is only so 
far they want to see it go. 

1 can see a situation in the not- 
too-distant future where football 
follows the route of motor racing 
and tennis. We have just one shin 
sponsor, but surety a time will 
arrive when we have badges ail 
over the arms, as in other sports, 
and lots of dub sponsors, with one 
main team sponsor. 

There is also the prospect of 
television entering pay-per-view 
territory and sponsorship mush¬ 
rooming around that — different 

backers for each programme, all 
attempting to outdo each other. 
Football, though, must not lose 
sight of its roots, its appeal comes 
largely from rhe spectacle created 
by thousands of supporters pas¬ 
sionately believing in their team. If 
that bond is stretched too far—by 
exploiting too ruthlessly the fan- 
base—it will undermine the whole 
basis of the sport 

There is no doubling, though, 
that sponsorship and advertising 
are going to increase. Sports 
people have progressed into the 
territory of pop stars, but with 
healthier images, so advertising is 
bound to pick up on them. 

With England, there will be 
plenty of exposure between now 
and July. Sponsors will warn the 
players to appear in their adverts 
and there will be a certain pressure 
placed on us. I don’t want to be 
involved in many adverts, but it is 

my duty. We do try to share it 
around. I am not against advertis¬ 
ing. but a footballer has to be 
careful. There is the simple — and 
powerful — argument that too 
many outside interests can disrupt 
what you are there for, and for 
which we are paid handsomely. 

There is also the question of your 
image, and respect. I have had 
quite a few requests that I haven't 
thought were the right thing for 
me. so I have turned them down. 
Other players may deride to do 
them, and 1 can guarantee that we 
slaughter them in the dressing 
room if they turn out a bit naff! 

If I look at it in a selfish way. 
though, the right product promot¬ 
ed in the right way can present a 
good opportunity for a player. J 
have seen the Nike 3«lvert with the 
Brazil team. and. like many. 1 
think it is brilliantly done. I'm sure 
that the Brazil players were happy 
to be involved. 

1 would be the same if 1 thought 
it was something l could approve 
of. and which was the right image. 
The reason you haven't seen me do 
too much advertising is that 1 
haven't been asked! In truth, there 
hasn't been too much offered that 
has been right for me, and I do 

have a certain sense of responsi¬ 
bility about h. 

■ Hoddle's bonding process 
People donl seem to realise just 
how little time there is before the 
international team is into the 
tournament in France proper. 
That is why Glenn Hoddle is so 
keen to get all the players together 
next week. I don’t think he will be 
too concerned about the match 
against Portugal, but he will be 
worried about talking to the play¬ 
ers, and ensuring that they all 
understand exactly what he wants, 
and where he is going. 

At this stage. I am sure he has 
got in his mind the way he wants to 
play, and the players'he wants to 
use. But he still needs time to 
communicate that to the squad, 
talk to them individually, and get 
the preparation exactly righL 

1 have a bit of an ankle problem, 
but 1 have spoken to John 
Gorman, and told him that I will 
give it my best to be fit for the 
Portugal game. I hurt it against 
Manchester United and. against 
Crystal Palace. I was only about 80 
per cent fit I could only push off 
one side. 

But I have played in every single 
game for Liverpool this season, 
and 1 don't want to start missing 
any now. I have rested all week, 
will try to train today, and that 
should allow me to play at Coven¬ 
try City. AH being well. I will play 

dawn there and be alright for the 
England match, which 1 am 
desperate to play m. 

□ Arsenal not home yet 
People seem to think that Arsenal 
have the title in the bag. but 1 
wouldn’t be so sure just yet They 
are playing brilliantly, their record 
is superb, and you have to fancy 
them to pip Manchester United, 
but they still have to play a lot of 
games. 

I know from painful experience 
that games in hand rarely mean 
anything — it is not often they are 
converted into points. What'hap¬ 
pens is that you have to play them 
in such a short space of time, and 
at this stage of the season, that can 
be fatal. 

Last year, Liverpool had four 
games in eight days, we lost the 
first and that put us out for the rest 
of them. By the end of that little 
spell, we had lost the league and 
been knocked out of the Cup 
Winners’ Cup. 

Arsenal are playing very well, 
and they are only a point behind 
United but they have a very 
difficult spell when they play some 
tough teams — including us. I 
don’t think anyone realises how 
hard it is playing so many pres¬ 
sure games in such a short space of 
time until you get there yourself. 
Believe me, it is difficult. 

Steve McManaman 

FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

(Last week’s position in brackets) 
✓ 

7^’ home* ^ LAST 10 
MATCHES 
W-D-L w n ■a ID A w D L F A 

1. MANCHESTER UTD (1) Q:/r% '•;34; il2 m 38 ?:4,; S’s 26 17 D1 

2. ARSENAL (2) 32 66 +28 12 2 2 33 10 7 7 2 23 18 W6 

3. LIVERPOOL (3) m ^4- w. 

_ \ u'. 
24 20 |WT 

4. CHELSEA (5) 33 54 +25 10 2 3 30 12 7 1 10 33 26 
BE 

W1 

5. LEEDS UTD 
S'-.f-T-'-i.' 

.'+.13'- •;;-5 ^1 w. ■ /V-.+- m 2U ^T%4? ■-»>7.kV 

6. BLACKBURN ROVERS (6) 33 51 +6 10 3 
E 

39 26 4 6 6 15 22 mm 13 

- 7. DERBY CbUNTiT ()B)-; : ;3||| M y&L 
m m Si iis . • V. -^7' 

*■ 1 Li ' 

8. WEST HAM UTD (7) 33 49 +4 11 
E E 

32 10 3 3 11 13 31 3-6-1 D2 

; 9: ASTON VlLLA^-bfvg^li •J-.-Vi&V' mm |i 21 0 VAL'x- m m Z2 M 

10. LEICESTER CITY (12) 33 45 +6 5 9 3 20 15 6 3 7 22 21 BE D1 

IT, COVENTRY CITY 'Sm w. 
wm: 

7 pri •- r... - Q M gl 16 M D1 

12. SOUTHAMPTON (11) 34 44 
B 

10 
E 

6 
_ 

27 19 3 4 10 17 29 mm D1 

13. WIMBLEDON (14) && 3ft7 £ 13 IS; w M IN id® m 

14. SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY (13) 
□ 

41 -13 E 5 E 29 23 2 3 11 19 38 3-2-5 D1 

NEWCASTLE W?- W 6 ih 9 M w 2b . W1 

16. EVERTON (17) 34 38 -9 E 3 6 22 22 2 8 8 16 25 2-5-3 D1 

17. TOTTENHAM HOTSPUFl (16); ^ •pi; Wi: w n S! n w 

18. BOLTON WANDERERS (18) 34 34 -22 6 8 3 18 17 ■k- IT 13 36 BED LI 

^IBARNSiUEY WM m ̂ |l Wi m SI M m Wf 

20. CRYSTAL PALACE (20) ^1 26 -31 E E IT 8 32 4 8 20 27 BE L3 

GUIDE TO THE WEEKEND FIXTURES 

CRICKET 

Britannic Assurance 
county championship 
11 0. secorfo day of four. 
fiW overs mnimjm 

DERBY: Derbyshire v Nottinghamshire 
HOVE: Sussex v Lancashire. 
CANTERBURY: Kent v Middlesex 
BRISTOL: Gloucestershire v Glamorgan 
THE OVAL: Surrey v Northamptonshire 
EDGBASTON: Warwickshire v Durham 
WORCESTER: Wbrcesfersbire v Essex 
HEAD1NGLEY: Yorkshire v Scmetsel 

University matches 
11X'. second dayotttoaa 
FENNER'S: Cambridge University v 

Leicester shire 
THE PARKS: Ortord University v 

Hampshire 

FOOTBALL 

dt30 unless staled 
RAGE COMBINED COUNTIES LEAGUE: 
ier division: Ashford v Reefing Town: Ash 
«ynglon and Hook Chipsead v Hartley 
i*y; Cove v Wing Sports: Famham v 
jpi, Merslham v Godalnwig and GuXdloreJ: 
as Pal- Vale v Cobharn. Westfield v Walton 
els. 
PLETE MUSIC HELLENIC LEAGUE: 
iar division: Aimondsttav v North Leigh: 
ury v Blaster. Harrow HA « Abnadon; 
ton aupetmanne v Snonvwod: Tutifey v 
« 
3TT INSURANCE NORTH LEAGUE: Ffc» 
on: Bttfingham v Durham. Croc* v 
aterton. Dunsion Federation v Easmtor 
urouqh v South Swfcfe. Morpeth v Tow 
Murion v Saaham Red Star Penroh v 
iham Town. RTM Newcastle v J arrow 
xj Sr.Udon v BedHngicn Tenters: Stocfoon 
sea 
TON LEAD KENT LEAGUE: First cfivwon: 
jnham v lordswood. Cray v TuiBnoge 

ConntNan v Hythe. CrockenfW v 
ibury. Deal v Slade Green; FoBwaone 
3 V Greenwich. Shappey v Home Bay: 
ley Furness v Ftensgatu. VCD v Chatham. 
IWRX DIRECT LEAGUE: Premier dt- 
i: Bnsitngion v Backweu. Etosiol Manor 
v Efctelotd. Cak» v Bndgwaier Chard v 
:o: Elmore v Chippenham: Mangotslield 
i- Tomnglon. Parian R v Barnstaple-, 
on v Mefcham. westbury v Bndpon 
IURIAN LEAGUE: Premier ttertston: 
ms * Salopians. 
;h CUP: Semi-finals: Bang-Dr City v 
nun (at Rhvl 2.30): Barry v Connah’s Quay 
iwtown. 2 SOI 
H WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE: flret 
>n: Aihenon Ccsfeties v Maine Road: 
j^fiori v eurscougn. Csmeioe v si Helens. 

Ongdan v Newcastle Town. Hotter Old Boys 
idsgrovB, Nantwich Taun v Derwen; Prescot 
Dies v Salford; Rsmebctiom v Gtossop North 
t Rossendale v VauxhaB GM 
IMS'S BREWERY LEAGUE: Premier &- 
on: Btaxwich S v WoNettvamptcn: 
tffebctme v Westftefos: Cradley Town v Lye 
urt; Stafford T v Kington Town: Slourpcrt S v 
vem T: Walsall Wood v Ludaw T; Wblver- 
npfon C v Gomel A 
VSON EASTERN COUNTIES LEAGUE: 
mler division: Bury Town v Gres Yarmouth; 
cton v Wation: Fsfienham v Dlss. Gorieston v 
jam, Halstead v Stowmarket; Harwich and 
keston v Warboys. «ston v Lrarestofc 
umarket v Tiptree: Woodbridge Town v 
foury Tn: Wrcoeham v FeSxstcwe P and T. 
VSON WESSEX LEAGUE First dtvtetan: 
ilngton v Downtoa BAT v Romsey: 
nerton Heath v Whitchurch. Christchurch v 
lover Cowes Sports v Brockenhust; East 
ks v Aerostnicrures: Portsmouth v Boume- 
uih: Wlmbome v AFC Newtxey. 
LSPORT UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE 
mler dMsIon: Bourne v Hotbeactr. Bucking- 
1 v Stamford. Desborough v Long ftfkby: 
thampron Spencer v Swore SpaWha v 
npstort S and L Cortjy v St Neots; SlrtfeU v 
-tees Btockslone; Yaxtey v Patton 
UET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE First 
sion: Burgess H« v Mte Oak: Haishwn v 

WNtehawk, Horsham YMCA v Pagham. 
Lengney Sports v. Wick. Utfetampton v 
Eastbourne Town. Paacehawen and Tetocombe 
v Seteey. PodteW v Bngmer, RedWU v Saltdean. 
Shoreham v Hassocte. 

RUGBY UNION 

KWi-etf 3 0 unless staled 
Allied Dunbar Premiership 
FltsldMston 
Gloucester v Bath .. . .. 
HarteqiJns v Leicester (20)........ 
Northampton v Richmond- 
Sate v Wasps... 

Second dMston 
Bedford v Exeter---. 
Coventry v FyWe ----- 
London Scottish vWatertoo.. 
One* v Rotherham —.... 
Wakefield v Blackheath --- 
west Hartlepool v Moseley.... 

Jeweon National League 
FfcstdMston 
Liverpool St Helens v Lydney 
Motley v Rugby - 
Newbury v London Wetah- 
Roesfyn Park v Whartedate ... 
Worcester vLeeoa (2D). 

Second division north 
WalsaB v Bhmingham/SolikJI.. 
MIDLANDS: Fbet cfiwstan: Camp FBI v Stoke-cn- 
Trent. Hereford v Mansfield 
THWAITES NORTH: Firm (Melon: Brougmon 
Park v West Park Bramhope 
SOUTH WEST: Fhel tfvtolon: High Wycombe v SI 
hex Pmcence Nevtiyn v Matson 
TETLEY’S BITTER COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP: 
Rnal; CHssree v Cwnnai jet TvnDwrhem) 
Under-21 final: Cumbria v East Mrtfands (1230) 

Weteh League 
Premier division 
Cardiff v &1dgend (2.301... .. 
Uaneflr v Ponfypririd (230). 
Neath v Swansea (6.0)... 
Newport vEbbw Vie (230). 

First division 

AberavonvRunney (230). 
AbenBery v Blackwood (230).. 
Bonymaen v Cross Keys (230)--- 
Cardiff Inst v South Wales Police (230). 
Dunvarn V Pontypool (230). 
Maesteg v Newbridge (230). 
Merthyr v CaerphlBy (2.30)... 
Trecachy v Uendorety (230)... 
SECOND DIVISION (2.301: Uanharan v 
Abercynon: Mountain Ash v St Peter's. Narbetth v 

TOMORROW 

CRICKET 

Britannic Assursnoe 
coiarty championBtep 
11.0. rfwtf day ol low- fM overs nuierwri? 
DERBY: Derbyshire v NottlnghamshliB 
HOVE: Sussex v Lancashire 

Axe League 

2 0. 30 overs 
BRISTOL: Gtoucestarehffe v Glamorgan 
CANTERBURY: Kent v MJddtesex 
THE OVAL: Swrey v Nonhamplonshee 
S3GBASTON: Wanwcfcalwe v Dwham 
WORCESTER: Worcestershire v Essen 
HEAD1NGLEY: Yoricshre v Somerset 

University m^ch 

11.30. fir*1 t*‘y 
FENNER’S: Cambridge University v 

Lerasletshre 

RUGBY UNION 

Affied Dunbar Premiership 
Rra (fivlsion 
Bristol v London fosh (3.01--- 

Saracens v Newcaatte (3.0)..... 

Tennents Velvet Cup 
Semi-finals 

Cunte v Keteo R.0)....... 
Glasgow Hawks v Botoughmutr (30)- 

TENNENTS VS. VET BOWL' SemFanelK 
Camousw H5FP v Sirethmore (3 0): Penhshfce i 
Rose Hi^i (3X1). 
TENNBITS VELVET SHELDiSemMlnafcSMdik 
vAy(3Q) 

AIB League 
Semi-final 
Garryowen v Young Munster 030).. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

jjB Super League 
Huddersfield v St Helena (330)  .. . 
London v Warrington (635). 
Salford v Hull 0.5) . 
Wigart v HaSfo (101 ... 

Fire! division 

Hunslel v FWl KR (3-30) ... 

- v Widnes (3.0) -. 
i v Whitehavwi (3.0).. 

Swinton v Featfwslone (3.0)... 
Wakefield v Dewsbury 0.30) . 

Second division 
Banow v Bailey 0.0). .- . 
Lancashire Lynx v Doncaster (3.0) -. 
York v WorWngton (6 30)... 

HOCKEY 

EUROPEAN CHALLENGE: Scotland v Watet. (al 
SouttigNe HC. Trert Park. 1 01. England v France 
(MSouhgae HC.3 0) 

OTHER SPORT 
AivSRfCAN FOOTBALL NFL Europe: Seed- 
tish Claymores vRhefo Fke (al MifrayfieiO. 3.0) 

SNOOKER- Embassy world championship (a 
The Ciucble. Sheffield). 

SPEEDWAY: international chal 
pal v L'Kafl (Russ) (230) 
Cup; Oxford v Befie Vue 
League Cup: Glasgmr v 
Newc&slle v EtSrfoogh (6.30). 

Ksnfig l-M. Pyle v YetradgyntelS. Tandu v Tenby 
Ukt. WMtbnd v Tredegar 
Tennents Premiership 
Division 3A 
Grangemouth v Stewart's MalvSte FP. 

Division 3B 
Glenrothes v Glasgow Southern . 
TENNENTS VELVET SHIELD: Semi-final: 
Stewanry v Bennck. 

AIB League 
Serrt-flnaJ 
Shannon v St Mary's Co# ..— . 

Second division ptay-ofl, test leg 
Buccaneers v Dungannon (2 30) -- 

CLUB MATCHES: Weston-super-Mare v 
Gloucester Old Boys; Nottingham v 
Cheltenham. 
WOMEN'S BREAD FOR LIFE CUP: Final: 
Saracens v Wasps ial Sloop memorial ground, 
12.05). 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Wck<j«230 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEAGUE: PrertSW 
dfvision: Askorn v Saddtonorth. Dudey Hil v 
wainey Central; Eoemctt v Le>gh Miners. Lock 
Lane v Bewrley: OtOwn St Anne's v MayfleB: 
Wfigan SI Patrick's v Hewotth. Wtoofoton v West 
hu Fha dMsterc Milan v Easimocr, Mokforeen 
v Shaw cress: Oiifon v Wigan SI Jude's. SMfeugh 
v Mxtard: Thomhl v Barrow Island Second 
tSvislorc Croeflefos v Crvenderr Dewstxjiv Moor v 
Sfodal. Dodwotth v Foaihercwie Amateur 
Normanton v New EarswicJy. 

HOCKEY 
EUROPEAN CHALLENGE: Trance v Wales (at 
Souihgare HC. Trent Pork. 10). England v 
Scotland rat Scxsngaie HC. 3 Ol 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL Budweteec dhempionship: Ptey- 
alts. third tog: Newcastle Eagles v London Tcwere 
(630). Bimwsrian BuMls v Deby Slorni (630): 
London Leopards v Manchester Gents (6301. 
BOXING: World Boring Organisation feether- 
weght champronship: N Harned (Sheffield, 
howej v W vasqie: (P Rco). WBO haavywdgW 
championship: H Hide INmich. haktej v O 
SufiMBri (US). WBO cruserwcriaht champion ship. 
C Thompson (Manchcaer) v C Eubank (Brighton) 
(at the Nynex Aiaia. Mancnesiori 
SNOOKER: Embassy world chanplonshlp (a TTie 
Crucfote. SheffieWl 

SPEEDWAY: Intemtekmat Engfand Undo-21 v 
L'Kod (Russ) (a 3c*r. 70) Ste Lemue: 
EastDoane « Wotverfkimpico l? 30) Speedway 
Star Cup- Coventry v Oxford (730) Premier 
League Cup: Berefc*. v HUM? 0i 

TODAY 
M«*-olf 3 0 raitess staled 
Pools coupon timbers in txacheE 
tn Premeretup bnwes. Tdemes add out, 
otherwise seats avafebto 

FA Cartng Premiership 

f-)t Arsenal vVWmbtedon_ 
D) t Banstey v Tottenhan__ 
(2) t Botton v Leeds---.. 
(3) Crystal Palace v Derby- 
(4) Evenon v Leicester___ 
(-) t Manchester Utd v Newcastle __ 
(5) t Southampton v Aston VBa_ 
(6) t West Ham v Blackburn_ 

Nationwide League 
First division gBkmngham v Swindon_ 

Chariton vForttnouth___ 
(9) HuddarsSeWv West Bromwich_ 

(10) Ipswich v Port Vale 
11) Oxford L Utd v Tranmere___ 

Sheffield Utd v Buy_ 
(13) Stockport v Nottingham Forest.. 
(14) Stoke v Norwich_ 
(15) Sundertand v Crewe... 
(16) WoNethamplon v Rearing_ 

P W D L F 
43 27 8 Notrm Forest 

Sundertand._ 42 23 12 
78 
79 

Pts 
88 
81 

Charton ... ... 43 24 9 10 77 49 81 
•Mktfeebro. . 42 24 9 9 70 39 81 
lD3w«h...„. 42 19 t4 9 86 40 71 
S*ITteidUld _ 41 18 16 7 60 44 70 

Bkmfogham. 43 17 18 10 55 35 67 
WMverhampton 42 17 10 15 49 45 61 

43 17 7 19 64 64 58 
Oxford Utd. 43 16 9 18 58 57 57 
West Bromwich 43 15 12 16 45 52 5/ 
Bradford- 43 14 14 15 44 50 56 
Crewe. 42 16 5 21 48 59 53 
Swfodon_ 43 14 10 19 41 63 52 
TranmBre- 
HuddercfiekJ 

42 13 
43 13 

12 
11 

17 
19 

48 
49 

SO 
65 

51 
50 

Norwich__ 43 12 13 18 46 67 49 

oSr„r.'..n.'. 
43 10 19 14 41 54 49 
43 10 17 16 48 58 4/ 
43 12 10 21 51 60 46 

•MerCBy... 43 11 11 21 49 52 44 

43 11 10 22 45 61 43 
Stake _ .... 43 10 13 20 40 68 43 
Rearing- 43 11 9 23 38 73 42 

- not reWnB test rtgWs match 

rcond dhrision 
7) Brantford v Wfigan- 
3} Bfctol Rovers v Luton--- 
-) Burisy v Fufirsm- 
M Chesterfield v Bristol City- 
3) Gflrnghfflti v Wrexhan- 
l) Plymouth v Northampton- 
a RBstanv Blackpool .— 
-j Waisafi v Oldham- 
3) Wycombe v MfflraS ... 
I) York v Southend -- 

P W □ L F A Pts 
Bristol City. __ 43 24 10 9 66 35 82 
Wffltard. 43 22 15 6 83 39 81 

43 20 10 13 58 38 70 
Grimsby. 43 18 14 11 54 35 88 

43 1/ 14 12 51 49 66 
GBngham. 43 16 11 14 50 48 85 

43 18 10 15 66 HI 64 
Northampton... 43 16 16 11 48 38 64 

43 18 12 15 52 48 GO 
43 15 15 13 43 42 80 
43 16 9 18 54 63 57 

lMcombe.. .. 
Wigan. 

43 
42 

13 
15 

lb 
9 

14 
IB 

49 
60 

52 
66 

55 
54 

Prrafon . 43 14 12 17 51 52 54 
York 43 1? 15 15 49 58 54 
(Mom . . 42 13 14 15 55 51 53 

43 13 14 18 54 58 53 
wabai 42 14 11 17 42 4/ 53 
fcShvall. 43 14 11 IB 42 52 53 
Plymouth-- 43 12 13 18 S3 64 49 

Brentford . 43 11 16 16 47 65 49 
Burnley . .. 42 11 12 19 47 58 45 
Cafeio. 43 12 H 23 54 87 44 

Southend .. . 

Third dMston 

43 11 9 23 45 73 42 

(26) Cambridge Utd v Swansea 
(27) Cardlfi v Macctesfietd .. 
(28) Chester v Cofonester 

l Hurt v Layton Orient 
(301 Lincoln v Peterborough .. 
(31) Mansfield v Hartlepool 
321 Notts County v Torquay .. 

(33) Rochdale v Exeter • 
134) Rotherham v Doncaster 
(35) Sammorpe v Dartogton 
|38) Shrewsbury v Brigrton ... 

p W D L A Pts 
f*»s County . 
Macctesfeid. 

43 27 11 5 72 39 92 
43 20 13 10 55 40 73 

Toit**y . 43 20 11 12 64 53 71 

43 20 10 13 69 56 70 
Scarborough .. 43 1» 12 12 bb b6 til 
Barnet . . 43 19 12 12 59 4/ 
nou borough.. 43 1b 12 13 62 45 66 

4? 17 14 11 51 47 65 
Rotherham . 43 15 18 10 60 54 63 

42 15 15 12 65 53 H) 
4? 16 12 14 51 50 60 

■ LeyronOrent 4? 17 11 14 56 42 m 
Mansfield 43 14 16 13 60 53 58 
Shrewsbury 43 15 12 16 59 59 57 
Chester 43 1b 9 18 54 56 51 
CambUtd 43 13 17 13 57 53 58 
Hartlepool 43 11 21 11 57 51 54 
Darington . 43 

43 
14 
15 

10 
6 

19 
22 

54 
49 

69 
52 

52 
51 

Swansea. 43 13 10 2U 46 57 49 
Cartflfl 43 9 22 12 47 48 49 
Hull 43 » 7 27 50 79 34 
Breton . .. 43 6 16 21 34 60 34 

Doncaster . . 43 4 7 32 30 109 19 
* Leyton Oneni dMUcred three poms 

VauchaB Conference 
t—1 Cheltenham v Tertoid . 
I—J Dover v Soutnport. 
(—i Gateshead v Stough . 
(—I Keltemg v Northwch .. . 
I—) KiOdermnsier v Haiti ax .. 
(—i Morecamoe v Sewerage .— 
(—j Rushden and Diamonds v Leek. 
(—) Sratyhndge v Famborough .. . . 
t—l Wokrtg v Hedneslord . ... 
(—) Yeova v Hereford - 
Bell's Scottish League 
Premier division 
(37) Cent v Mothetwea. 
38) Dmfenrfiina v HlDerriai.— 

Hearts v Si Johnstone ... 
K&namockv Dundee Utd . 

Rret dtvtsten 
(41) Airdrie v Greenock Morton . 
(42) Dundee v TWr -. 
I—) Hamilton v Fakrt. 
(43) Si Mirren v Rath . ..- 
(44) Swing v Panick . 
Second division 
(45) EaaFrtev Clydebank. 

(4S) Fata v Queen oiSoufri. 
(47) Liwnpaton v Brechin... 

(49) Stranraer v Invemess CT... 
Third efivision 
[—) Berwick v Queen's Part ____ 
;—) Dunbarton v Albion... 
I—1 East Sirring v Cowdenbeath .. 
[—) Montrose v ADoa  .-... 
[—) Ross Comty v Arbroath. 

DR MARTB4S LEAGUE: Premier dwtefon: Ash¬ 
ford v Temworth: Athei stone v Cambridge Cay. 
Bromsgove v Shr^xxme: Bunn MAm v 
Mertiyr. Crawley v Bam Dorchester v Nuneaton. 
Forest Green v Holoaowon. Greeley v r " 
King's Lym v Gloucester Barnwell v Ha 
Leonards v Worcester Cty. Southern 
Beteock v Newport IdW, Bashtey v Winey. Ond- 
eriord v Heel T. Cirencester Town v ChE*nsJ«d. 
Darricrd v Newport AFC. Fareham v Margate. 
Fisher London v Weymouth. Havart v rale. 
Trowbndga v Tonbridge Angela. Wfetericowfle v 
Vtfestorvsu»r-Mare Mdland dnieion: Brlstcn v 
Wieberir Tome ftacMey Town v Pagel R; Corby v 
Moor Green. Evesham v Bedwcnh, Grantham v 
RC were**; Itteslon v VS Rugby Reddlch v 
HlncMey Utd: Sotted Bora v Slanord StourWldpe 
v BtakanaB; Sutton Cddfietd Town v Shepshed D 
UNIBOND LEAGUE: Premier cMtton: Altiwon v 
Lagh mi: Barrfcer Bridge v Oaseley. Bishop 
Auddand v Emley. BJytn Speruns v Banow; 
Boston v Cofiyyn Bay FncMey v Runcorn: 
GafnsDorough v Memer Lancaster v Hyde. 
WtaEtonl v Spermymoor First division: Asfdon 
Urp ad vUnooln United. BdperTownvNeihariHld. 
Eastwood Town v wtvttoy Bay. Fari0y Cefcc v 
Gretna. Gtea Henvood v Hanogate Town. Maikx* 
Town v Ffcdon; Slodistxidge PS v Congleten: 
Traflonlv Woridngion Wtwby v Droytesderr Alteon 
v Button 
RYMAN LEAGUE: Premier division; Chesham v 
Walton and Hersham: DtlMch v Boreham Wood. 
ErtWd v Basng3K*e; Gravesend and Northliea v 
Hanour. Hendon v Bishop's SJcnJard; Heybndge v 
BromlEnr. Pufieet v Hkchta. Si Atoms v Carehetton. 
SUion United v Ksigsknan: Yeackng v Degenham 
and Redbndgs Fkst tflvlsfon: Abingdon Town v 
BerMamated; Aldetshoi Town v Staines. Barton 
Rtreare v Romford: Biatcay v Molesey. Bognor 
Regis v Grays: Chertsey v Worthing Croydon v 
Meudenheod. Hampton v Wembley. Leyton Pen¬ 
nant v Thame Utd: Uxbridge v Leetherhead. 

” ham Second division: 
Edgwara v Banstead: 

j. Horaham v Windsor and Eton, 
v Bedford T; Laghtor Town v ChaVont 

Si Iteier Markwr v ChedmA NontMood v Carney 
Island; Tttxay vWhwme. Tocttng and Mlcham v 
Wk*)sXxw. Witham v Mel Pofce. TWrt rtvaton: 
Casttrian-Otousls v HomclMBh; Dorking v H 
Hempstead; East Thunock v Cambertey Town. 
Epsom and Ewe# v Lewes; Hackwefl Haath v 
.Clapton, Ford Utd v Ware; Hartaw v Doydon 
Hartford v Wingate and Finchley. Kngstxvy v 
Tring; Southail v Avetey. 
SMRNOFF VUSH LEAGUE: Premier dwttion- 
BaBymma v Portedown: Ctttomnee v GLereotan 
CO): Coforaine v Unfcid; Ousadets v Omagh: 
Qenavon v Ards. Heel tMatarc BahUare v Lamo 
Garrick v Bangor Dungannon Swfls v Umavady 
UW.NewryvDisatery 
FAI HARP LAGS* NATIONAL LEAGUE: Premier 
rfiwgton: Fim Haips v UCD (7 30). Kttenny v Deny 
(730); Sfigo vCcrk (7 30). 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Caernarfon v Rhyl (2 301: 
Caarsws v Rhayader Town (230): Camara Bay v 
TNS (2-301; Conwy v Porthmadog (2S)). 
Haverfordwest v Her Cabie-Tel p.301 
MttERVA SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS 
LEAGUE: Premier division south: Brook House v 
St Margaretsbuy; Coddtxtere v Brtnsdown. 
Honwel v Barkfo^icb: Wfocdford v Haringey Boro: 
Ruisfip Manor v Amersham, Watrham Abbey v 
Httrgdpn Boro Premier rfMsfon north: Arlesey 
Town v Royston, Bedford v Harpenden. Brache 
Sparta v Langford; Buckingham Alhfotic v 
B^gieswada; Hoddesdon v Toddfogion; 
Letchwtxlh v Potters Bar Town; Mkon Keynes v 
London Cofoey 
SOUTH EAST COUNTIES LEAGUE: Ffctt efi- 
vrsron. Cambndge Utd v Norwich tli.0). Crydal 
Palace V lflwsfl(11.Cfi: Fufoamv Chariton (110): 
Leyton Orient v Queens Park Rengere (1101. 
Portsmouth v Ipswrch lll.O). Tottenham v West 
Ham (ea Chadwef Heate, 110). Watford v 
Southend (11 ffi. Second (SvisiOfc Brentford v 
Oxford Utd (11.0):Sv*>donv Southampton (11 0). 
Tottenham v Brighten (11.0): Wycombe v Reachng 
(11.0) 
ENDSLEIGH INSURANCE MIDLAND COMBttiA- 
TION: Premier dbUon: Ataduch v Conrinenial 
Star Coteeh* v Mar KA; Dudley Soon?, v 
H^igaie. GPT (Oovenhy) v Souhan: Kenfiwwth v 
WorcselfeTo. Kings Heeah v Bcfehal S. knowle v 
Coventry Sphre: Massey Ferguson v Crieslyn 
Hay: Stud ley BKL v Hencmhan Trnberc. 
WfellesbCKsne v BUston Cuntnmiv Colege 
OLD BOYS LEAGUE: Premier tfiwycxr Old 
Vau^ianlans v Ofo Meadoruns Senior ftrei 
division: Old Buckwiisr*. v Phoenb CiB QU 
TWinlans v Old Wfisonlans 
SOUTHERN AMATEUR LEAGUE- CM Service v 
Old Pamfierians. Crouch End Vanpfras v South 
Bank. EaaBamatOGvWestWicknam; Norsemen 
v PDMechntc. Bamtaye Bar* v Aterandra Parte 
NdVfe) Bank v Old Frarimtwws. Old Esfhameians 
v Old Sates Ians: Kaw Assoaanan v Old 
Bromterans: Southgae Olyrrfoto v Od Stationers 
HIGHLAND LEAGUE CtactnacudcSn v 
Deveionvete. For WUam v PNeiheaJ. 
Frasarbugh v Wick Academy. Hirty v Elgm 
INTERLINK EXPRESS ALLIANCE Barrel v 
Btaxwch Town. Boidmare SI M v Brtdanomt 
otdtxjry V ShXnal T: Patshore T v Peteal V. 
Rocester v Halesowen H. Wedncsfieid » 
Chasetown; W Md Police v Knypeisley V; 
WHenhati v fongu Norton 
NORThERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE' Pre¬ 
mier dMuorc Curaw AatT.cn v PchErng 
Eocteshll v Bngg Town Gtes&houghton Wtittae v 
Ossec Albion. Hafcun v Amwfwipe welfare. 
Hatfield Main v Sheffeld: ffocknal Town v 
Uversedge; Mattby MW v Arnold.- North Forty v 
Denaby. Ossat Town v Portefract Cois. ThaeWey 
vSefcy. 

TOMORROW 
FA Carting Premiership 
t Chaisee v Sheffield Wackiesday . 
tCovenUYvLrvarptxi(4.0). 
NaJjonwfde League 
First division 
Bradford v Queens Park Rangers .. 
Auto Windscreens Shield 
Final 
BoumerttoUttt v Grknsby 

(al Wembley Stadun. 1.30) .. 
Bairs Scottish League 
Premier dhnafon 
Aberdeen v Rangers (4.0) . 

OR MARTENS LEAGUE Midland division: 
HmcMw Uto v Solhi Boro 
UMBONO LEAGUE-Fast divfokm: Worksop v 
Greflna. 
FAI HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE Premia 
(tension Shamrock v SI Pant*'5 Ath (3151 
SCREWF1X DIRKT LEAGUE Prank* rtvston: 
Odd Dram v Eknore; Ttverlon v Wteabuv: 
Tontigton v Mefishati 
Z* WOMg^ LEAGUE NMhem AvterOri. 
Garswood Si Helens j Covomry. Wotvertiampjon v 
Aston Vela. Southern tSvrstort Banv v Wtsterowk 
lpem«H v Thtua Bridget. 
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Push from Andrew helps 
Newcastle to take flight There will be a new 
attraction at Newcas¬ 
tle's remaining games 
this season. The team 

now known as the Falcons will 
have their own bird of prey, a 
falcon hired to emphasise the 
image dial has caught on so 
quickly in the North East The 
bird's name is Icarus, which 
those who believe that the 
clubs have taken too much 
upon themselves will find 
prophetic. 

Not that Rob Andrew has 
any intention of flying too 
close to the sun. Yet. in a sport 
abounding with visions at the 
moment. Newcastle's director 
of rugby has his own: “At the 
moment I’m in phase one of 
what I see as the creation of a 
Newcastle dynasty." he said, 
“ins a big word, but all of us 
who are in these positions 
have to be thinking like that. 

“We have the ability to do 
that At the moment I'm still 
concerned with playing and 
establishing the first XV as a 
force to be reckoned with, 
firstly in England and second¬ 
ly in Europe. Phase two is to 
create a structure within the 
club and within the local 
community which builds a 
huge support base. I have no 
doubt we can be another 
Newcastle United. Ir may be 
ambitious to think of 36.000 
season-ticket holders, but in 
ten years' time, why not?" 

Yes. this is the same prag¬ 
matic Rob Andrew who went 
from fresh-faced Cambridge 
freshman to cold-eyed Eng¬ 
land fly half and who gave up 
a thriving career in the City to 
become the focal point of the 
new professional game, a fig¬ 

David Hands meets the former England fly half 

trying to build a rugby dynasly in the North East 

ure at times scorned, respect¬ 
ed, envied but always destined 
to be a force in the English 
game- As long ago as 1986, 
Alan Jones, then Australia's 
coach, said: “Rob Andrew? 
You boys should get behind 
him. He's a thinker. He could 
be captain of England" 

He was, of course, but only 
once in his career of 71 caps 
and 3% points. Now. he is a 
fundamental part of the new 
dynamic which is sweeping 
through the English game; the 
energy and intelligence which, 
before amateurism was lost 
forever, would have been 
thrust into a business career is 
now contributing towards a 
vibrancy that the domestic 
game has never known. 

No wonder there has been 
upheaval and Andrew. 35. 
acknowledges that he will 
always be associated with that 
change. “Conflict was totally 
inevitable. Whatever else hap¬ 
pens in the game, the Sir John 
Hall, Rob Andrew and there¬ 
fore Newcastle thing will al¬ 
ways be there. Others have 
followed but we were first 
through the door and some of 
the hierarchy will always 
blame Sir John and me for 
what has happened. We were 
the new kids on the block, we 
had money—though not more 
than others — and we upset 
the established order." 

That open door has led to 
political strife but it has also 
led to the game at Watford 

Fight for placings 
given new impetus 

By Mark Souster 

JUST when the climax to the 
season had been written off as 
a non-event Saracens and 
Newcastle apart what was 
considered meaningless could 
actually mean a great deal 
With “peace" talks between 
the Rugby Football Union 
and the dubs continuing yes¬ 
terday. no one can afford to 
assume that relegation will 
not be a fact of life, nor that a 
top-four finish in the Allied 
Dunbar Premiership first 
division will not provide a 

Fran Cotton has postponed 
the series of four meetings at 
which he planned to tell 
junior dubs how England's 
success could be threatened 
by the game's top 12 clubs. 
The first of these was sched¬ 
uled to be held Twickenham 
tomorrow. 

gateway into Europe. While 
the top two and the bottom 
two meet tomorrow, the eight 
teams sandwiched between 
are in action today. 

As European Cup holders, 
Bath, in third place, need not 
worry, but after their slim 
championship hopes evapo¬ 
rated over Easter, they travel 
to Kings holm to play West 
Country rivals Gloucester. 

Leicester, fourth, take their 
dismal away form to Harle¬ 
quins, having dropped Austin 
Healey and Richard Cocker- 

ilL The curtain-raiser is the 
Bread for Life Women's Cup 
final between Saracens and 
Wasps. 

Sale will add to the pressure 
on Wasps in the bottom three, 
should they beat the strug- 
gling Londoners at Heywood 
Road. Should Wasps win, 
Bristol would be doomed to 
relegation, or at best die play¬ 
offs, whatever the outcome of 
their match against London 
Irish tomorrow. Victory for 
the exiles and defeat for 
Wasps would leave the reign¬ 
ing champions with serious 
problems. 

Northampton, with games 
in hand, play Richmond with 
die knowledge that Martin 
Bayfield, their former British 
Isles lock, will not play again 
until next season after ruptur¬ 
ing a disc in his neck. 

Paul Grayson plays for 
Northampton, but it was as a 
member of die Lancashire 
team that beat Cornwall in the 
1992 county championship 
final that he first emerged. 

Cornwall return to Twick¬ 
enham this afternoon for the 
final against Cheshire. As 
usual they will be backed by 
partisan support expected to 
total 30.000. while Cheshire, 
the nucleus of whose side 
comes from Manchester, New 
Brighton and Widnes, will 
struggle to fill more than a 
handful of coaches. They will 
probably start slight 
favourites, though. 

BIG MATCH STATISTICS 

ATTACK 
Tries Pens Pis (per match) Tries Pens Pis 

MewcaaUe . ... 4 00 i W 3025 
Saracens. 2.71 318 2718 

DEFENCE 
Saracens. 1.59 223 (a 17 
Nwwaate . 144 2.94 18 38 
LEADING W-SCORERS: a J Navtar 
(Newcastle; 7: G Armstrong (newcasBe) R 
Wallace {Saracens; 6: P Lam (NewcasOel 
5: F Pienaar (Saracens) N Poppiewef 
(Newcastle). T Underwood (NewcasUe) 

Newcastle nave scored 86 per card of 
(he* points Iran tries. Saracens 64 
LEADING POfNTS-SCORERS: 2S4: M 

Lynagh (Saracens) 5 tnes. 32 comeraons, 
5J penaly goals. 1 dromad goal 160: R 
Andrew (NewcasOel 4,28^27, i 

Lynagh has soared 55 per cent of hts 
WJe's parts. Andrew 33 

nSCIPUNARY RECORDS 

(cards) yeiow whto red 
Newcastle ... 7 t o 
Saracens . ... 14 0 0 
Most yeaow cads 4: D Grewcoc* 
(Saracens) 3: D Ryan (Newcastle) 2: P 
Johns (Saracxrol. P Wallace (Saracens). G 
Archer (Newcastle) While cant 1: D Ryan 
(NewcasUe). 

□ CompHed fcy Stephen McCOrmacfi 

The Willis Corroon 

H Rugby Union I 

§ Trophy 1 

at Twickenham 
Saturday 25 April 1998 

Army v Royal Navy 
Kick Off 3.00pm 

Tickets-£10 
Discounts for U 16s, QAPs, 

Families and Schools 

or at the gate 

WILLIS CORROON 

tomorrow when Newcastle 
will play Saracens in front of a 
passionate crowd of nearly 
20,000. A passionate rugby 
crowd at Watford? It is predse- 

. fy that which gives Andrew so 
' much pleasure. 

"Sunday to me is a massive 
justification, a vote of confi¬ 
dence for what has beat 
started," Andrew said. “If 
you'd said that something like 
this would have happened, 
even as little as 12 months ago, 
you would have been carted 
off to the funny farm. For 100 
years, die dub game was 
suppressed... two years ago it 
had a massive rocket up its 
backside and now the whole 
thing is settling into place. 

“You have to look.at what 
the professional dubs are. We 
are not like Blaydon or 
Morpeth, nor are we the old 
Gosforth or even Newcastle 
Gosforth dressed in new 
dothes. We have set ourselves 
up as the professional team in 

our catchment area but we 
have to work with the local 
rugby community at lots of 
levels. 

• “We can draw people from 
an hour away, from Durham 
and Cumbria, from Scotland 
and North Yorkshire. We can 
capitalise cm our geographical 
isolation. I knew when I first 
sat down to listen to the offer to 
come here that we can have 
the Leicester, the Bath scenar¬ 
io at Newcastle — it was a 
great financial offer and there 
was a risk because the game 
may not work out I may bean 
the scrapheap in five years but 
it only took me a minute to 
make up my mind because I 
have always known what is 
possible, given the right dub, 
the right infrastructure, the 
right backing.” 

If there is a Messianic gleam 
in Andrew's eye, who shall 
blame him? Newcastle have 
not been short of critics during 
their rise to the top: those who 

have accused them of destroy¬ 
ing die old dub ethic, of 
putting all their eggs into the 
first-team basket and ignoring 
fixtures at lower levels, of 
abrasive, cynical play. An¬ 
drew will have none of it: he 
has taken time to establish 
iizm foundations for what he 
perceives as a regional side. 

There have been mistakes 
along the way, but Newcastle 
are not alone in that. Now they 
have a second XV, a develop¬ 
ment team and an under-17 
side to which dubs in the area 
nominate their best players, in 
the knowledge that they will 
receive good coaching, good 
playing standards and will 
return better players — save 
those who are successful 
enough to be offered longer- 
term employment 

"There is a huge opportuni¬ 
ty here to do something good 
with a rugby team,” Andrew 
said "People like me and 
Dean Ryan have been given a 
new lease of life, but we still 
have a long way to go. to grow 
psychologically as a team. 
How long will I be part of it? I 
don’t know but the key to it is 
that I'm enjoying myself." 

^ % 

Andrew has seen the professional game at Newcastle break through many barriers 
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A printer 
We can't keep you in the dark any 

longer. You can now get a colour 

printer and scanner in one. With our 

that 
optional Colour Scanner Cartridge, 

your existing Canon BJC-80, BJC-4300 

scans. or BJC-4650 Bubble Jet printers can 

be transformed into fully fledged 

Have you seen 
colour scanners at the speed of light 

(Well in about thirty seconds, anyway). 

And from only £79 RRP (exc.VAT), the 

the light? 
optional Colour Scanner Cartridge is 

light on your pocket" For more infor¬ 

mation freephone 0800 035 3535 or 

visit www.canoaco.uk 

non 
-Colour printer with Scanner Cartridge included, from £169 RRP (£xc VAU prices correc, at time of going to pres& 
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^ 1C A RAGE Road tomorrow stages 
an exercise in the art of the possible, 
r .^ll,ed Dunbar Premiership 
nrsl division meeting between Sara¬ 
cens and Newcastle, upon which 
may hang the destiny of this 
season’s tide, is an extreme example 

where the club game in England 
ma>’ go in the future if it is nurtured 
and managed correctly. 

At the same time, however, dub 
administrators must bear in mind 
that the substantial conurbation of 
Bristol, where rugby has such a 
vibrant past, threw up a miserable 
crowd of 1.500 for the midweek 

with Sale. The difference 
.! that and the nearly 20000 

people who will swarm through 
Watford tomorrow is, of course, 
success. 

Newcastle, whose aim on their 
return to first-division rugby was a 
place in the top four, have a two- 
point advantage over Saracens, 
their only realistic rivals for the title. 
It is hard to believe that they will be 
caught if they win, even though they 
have still to play Bath and Leicester, 
who have to visit Tyneside. 

But if they lose? “The beauty of 
this game is that 1 cant tell you what 

David Hands, rugby correspondent, looks 

forward to the league match of the season 

game 
the resuh will be." Rob Andrew, 
their director of rugby, said “1 
believe we can win. 1 know Saracens 
can beat us because they are a good 
side. IPs not great if you’re in 
management but die buzz it gives 
everyone is fantastic for the whole 
game." 

If Newcastle lose then they will 
have merdy their game in hand 

over Saracens, which will be used 
up when they play Wasps on 
Wednesday. They will have the 
slimmest or advantages, they will be 
prey to doubts that have not 
informed their season so far — or, if 
they have, they have been well 
disguised. Saracens, moreover, will 
use the 30-25 defeat suffered at 
Kingston Park in March as motiva¬ 

tion: all season Francois Pienaar 
has told his players that losing is not 
an option — a’double Premiership 
defeat is even less of one. 

“When f became involved with 
Saracens, 1 thought I was helping a 
local dub. that the money would last 
four or five years," Nigel Wray, the 
club's owner-investor, said, “i never 
envisaged moving to Vicarage 
Road, crowds of 2&000. 1 had not 
seen that much involvement but. by 
definition, that’s 20.000 new people 
interested in rugby, enjoying them¬ 
selves through rugby- IPs creating 
something worthwhile." 

Since their last meeting, Saracens 
have reached the Tetley’s Bitter Cup 
final, itself a source of encourage¬ 
ment. Newcastle will give Va’aiga 
Tuigamala as long as possible to 
recover from a strained muscle and 
have Richard Arnold pressing for a 
place in the bade row. 

They have been living on their 
nerves away from home of late — as 
Gloucester will testify — and have 
not played at Watford before. May¬ 
be that advantage will be just 
enough for. as their full-throated 
announcer says, “the home-town 
boys — the Saracens”. 

DETAILS 

HOW THEY STAND 
PW Dl F APB 

Newcastle _ 16 IS 0 1 484 294 30 
Saracens_ 1714 0 3 462 309 28 

REMAINING FIXTURES 
NEWCASTLE; TorTXXttJw: Saracans Ifll 
April 22: Wasps (a), /art 2K Bristol (h) 
lav 4: LeicestB (nj May 11: Bath (hi 
May 17: Hariequre (a) 
SARACENS: Tomorrow: Newcastle (hj. 
April 2S: Leicester (a) April 28: Harie- 
quns (a]. May 3: London Irish (h). May 
14: Northampton (h). 
TV DETAILS: Sky Sports Z 5.30pm. as 
Ivb 

DAVID HANDS ASSESSES THE TWO PIVOTAL FIGURES IN THE SARACENS V NEWCASTLE MATCH TOMORROW 

Some call him the Colo¬ 
nel, others the Brigadier, 
which shows what his 

colleagues think of the former 
lance-corporal. Dean Ryan. In 
some ways, though. Ryan’s 
Newcastle are a non-commis¬ 
sioned officer’s team, one for 
efficiency, for spit and polish, 
where the fundamentals are 
done well. 

It is that very application to 
basics that has pulled 
Newcastle through matches 
that would otherwise have 
been losL a commitment to 
defence that is all-consuming. 
Bui Ryan, captain and devel¬ 
oping forwards coach, also 
offers the popular image of 
Newcastle: stroppy, in your 
Tacc. quick to take offence. 

Those outside the North 
East do not love Newcastle, 
but they respect them. It boils 
down to what we want of our 
successful teams. We want 
them to win. of course we do. 

Enforcer ready to give and take 

hard knocks for the team good 

but we want them to be easy 
on the eye while doing so and 
we do not realise that only a 
handful of teams achieve both. 
Newcastle, in their first season 
of first-division rugby, have 
reached the top of the tree not 
by playing pretty rugby but by 
playing effective rugby. 

That is Ryan all over. When 
you forget about the yellow 
cards for indiscipline, the 
warning lectures from refer¬ 
ees, the exasperated shrugs, 
you can concentrate on the 
driving physical play that is 
his hallmark. He has not the 
best hands, he probably ac¬ 
cepts contact too much but he 

is from the school of hard 
knocks. 

He will give you lineout ball 
with complete dependability, 
he will scrummage, he will test 
the offside law, foe scrum- 
binding law to the limit 
because that is what back-row 
forwards, time out of mind, 
have done. He will take pun¬ 
ishment on the ground so that 
others can do the scoring, 
hence the wide grin which 
crossed his face at Northamp¬ 
ton after a planned move 
worked to such perfection that 
he was able to canter 30 
metres for a toy without a 
hand laid on him. 

Without a Ryan, players 
such as Gary Armstrong and 
Pat Lam do not operate so 
brilliantly. Without a Ryan, 
players' concentration will slip 
at critical times: Ryan wfl] not 
let them do that One wonders 
whom he frightens most, op¬ 
ponents or team-mates. But 
colleagues know he will put 
himself on die line for them — 
as -at Bath, when Tun 
Sfanpson was kicked on the 
ground and Ryan exacted 
instant retribution. 

Others see him as the villain 
of the piece and it is hard not to 
sympathise with that view. 
Ryan himself would regard 
his approach as old-fashioned 
loyalty, from the days when 
rugby was not festooned with 
cameras and touch judges 
with radios in their fla^s and 
the curious code of the jungle 
ruled. Touch my team, be 
seems to say. and you will pay 
for it 

Last season we looked at 
Michael Lynagh and 
wondered whether he 

had hung an just a fraction too 
long. We had forgotten, of 
course, that timing is a charac¬ 
teristic of all the best fly halves 
and when Lynagh calls it a 
day, at this season's end. he 
will leave us wanting more. 

There are many reasons 
why Saracens have become so 
respected a chib. You can have 
brilliant backs, but if they do 
not have a pack to win them 
possession, it matters little. 
Equally, forwards love to 
know thar they have in their 
No 10 a player who will take 
them to parts of the field they 
most want to visit 

Lynagh does that The Aus¬ 
tralian, at 34, may not make 
the twinkling breaks that he 
did in his pomp but he 
controls the game, with his 
judgment of the pass, with his 
kicking from hand and off the 

Tactician with an all-round game 

who racks up the decisive points 

ground and with his defence. 
It is an all-court game sur¬ 
passed by few and which 
illustrates to perfection the 
game that Saracens seek to 
play. 

That they have developed a 
momentum this season has 
been helped by the knowledge 
that Lynagh‘s accurate goal- 
kicking will give them the 
points they need and by his 
tactical judgment His line- 
kiddng has not been as perfect 
as Lynagh, from his youth a 
perfectionist, would like but it 
is better titan most of his rivals 
and his colleagues know with 
absolute certainty that, should 

he make a mistake, he will do 
eveaything in his power to 
retrieve it 

But Lynagh is not just an 
exemplar of the work ethic, of 
efficiency. He has played with 
Australian sides noted for 
their exciting offence; he can 
recognise a broken field in a 
moment and he will bring out 
the qualities of colleagues who 
can make the most of it That 
Richard Wallace is flourishing 
again this season is no coinci¬ 
dence because, as a blind-side 
wing, he can feed off Lynagh’5 
accuracy; that Steve Ravens- 
croft has advanced as a centre 
is because Lynagh draws from 

him capabilities he may not 
have believed he had 

Ryan Constable, his fellow 
Australian, is on the same 
attacking wavelength, all of 
which has allowed Saracens to 
offer more unorthodoxy in 
their play than Newcastle 
have shown. Lynagh’s talent 
is to know which weapon in 
his armoury to use, and when 
to use it 

That his is also the accept¬ 
able face of rugby is a bonus. 
But concealed beneath the 
chiselled features is an ice- 
cool. diamond-hard brain. 
Lynagh wants to win as much 
as the next man. even though 
he has a World Cup and a 
grand-slam tour nestling in 
his tuckerbag; never assume 
that because a player has 
achieved much, he does not 
want more. These are the last 
days of Lynagh’s career told he 
seeks to dose on the highest of 
notes. 

CENTRE 
VA’AIGA TUIGAMALA: AI rils besi a 1x41 ol a 
player with mderraied handling sWfts: rijuy 
and hi ness have effected his cateer wtm 
Newcaslle and he has been over-used on the 
crash bas. bui lew English delences have ever 

g slopped him behind the advantage fine. 
5 PHILIPPE SELLA: The fine edge of speed has 

none. Ihe hands not so sure as they were but 
ihe strength in the tackle remans. He has 
though! organisation to the rrtdtetd and 
i-onhdence to Ihose around him 

SCRUM HALVES 
GARY ARMSTRONG: Recovered remarkably 
after serious Inpjnes that, at one time, 
frreaitfisd f*s career. Has formed a dan¬ 
gerous partnership with Pal Lam courageous 
£*lw. potent threat near the Sr® 
KYRAN BRACKEN: Back to hrs most authori¬ 
tative form trite season but hindered n 
by recumng shoutder irtury. No belter 
a break among Engfeh players. L— 
passer ol the ba» and a good understanding 
with Michael Lynagh. 

FRONT ROW 
NICK POPPLEWELL: Now retted from inter- 
naflonal regdy and struggling wish a hamstring 
injury, not bo evident in the loose anymore, but 
the haste with his younger tefow countrymen 
w* be one tor tfie connoisseur 
PAUL WALLACE: VffiNn a year has become 
one ol the best preps h the world, confidence 
enhanced after bssies with South Africans last 
summer. Awtand scMranager. capable of 
disrupting al btt the best opponents, sold 
ladder end happy with beS in hand. 

of ihe 
lor Ihe 

SECOND ROW 
OODOtE WEIR: Comeback story 
■-.oa'jon alter serious knee injury playing 
Lions Oulstarving in me Dneoul and much 
unproved m loose play this season wih rang 
lacMe court. 
DANNY GREWCOCK: One d me most 
tiiproved tight towards in England smee 
i„,Vh Iio*" Coventry last summer Coni idem 
n irw middle ol the Is*, a growing force in Ihe 
[pose. Grewcock has become more assertive 
'.wlh ev«Y month. 

BACK ROW 

PAT LAM: L*e Pienaar, capable ol . 
across ihe back row, a superb athlete and I 
tandto Hrs understanding wth Armstrong 
has a foiled by after by for Newcastle, Ns 
speed over ihe ground matched by lew in the 
Engbsh game 
FRANCOIS PIENAAR: Haiti to cuereswnate 
rts influence on Saracens, poestty more as 
roach end protesstoto Ha? hefced n&H the 
winning altitude, in mate good players better 
wtile cllB perionryng an firmer rank hmfieti. 

CLUB OWNERS 

NIGEL WRAY: Chatman of Burton! Hokfrgs. 
Farmer Hampshie wfng vMth strong sersa of 
ihe dub v niton Issue and one at the tow 
negonaaafs tor the dubc charged wth 
r&sotving me exlsstng carnet 
SIR JOHN HALL Chairman of Newcasifa 
UrttedFootbalCJub The original mSionairB to 
rate over a cfcto after rugby union wont 
professional, wlh the origtoal vision to the 
prtynobon ot sport in the North East Strong 
Eflleflhai clubs sfmitoiunprotesstonat game. 

Saracens thrive on self-styled values Everyone believes the Sara¬ 
cens v Newcastle game 
tomorrow will decide the 

Allied Dan bar Premiership first 
division, but ! don’t totally go 
along with that Maybe in time it 
will prove to have been the 
derisive match, but a lot of games 
lie ahead for both sides. It is a 
game that Newcastle will want to 
win but surely Saracens hove to 
win. irs great that the game is a 
20.000 seU-ont, which snows that 
if we can produce a high-quality 
competition, the interest is there. 

What has impressed me about 
Saracens is the way they have 
maintained the spirit that one 
always associated with them 
before professionalism. They 
have never lacked anything in 
terms of passion, but never bad 
the environment m. which to 
succeed in top-dass rugby. 

Players saw the dub as a 
stepping stone. Even with the 
influx of world-class overseas 
players, they have not lost their 
core values. Players such as 
Lynagh, Sella and Pienaar have 
not allowed themselves to become 
the focus of attention. Class rubs 
off and those players have 
brought out the best in others who 

had the ability but 
perhaps lacked con¬ 
fidence, such as 
Steve Ravenscroft 
and Matt Singer, 
who axe playing the 
best rugby of their 
lives. 

So much about 
winning is wanting 
to play for each 
other, having the 
individual and col¬ 
lective self-belief. 
Both sides have 
that, as we did at 
Wasps last season; 
that desire to win at 
all costs. Ravens¬ 
croft has epitomised what Sara¬ 
cens are all about — talent, hard 
work and total commitment He 
has been there a long time and 
deserves his success. 

Newcastle's star this season has 
been Rat Lam. but much of his 
influence can be pot down to the 
balance of their back row. with 
Dean Ryan, Richard Arnold and 
Peter Walton, guys who do the 
hard yards and are the catalysts 
for him to operate. 

The key positions in a side are 
at hooker, No& scrum half fly 

LAWRENCE 
DALLAGLIO 

half and full back, 
and both sides have 
talent in those ar¬ 
eas; guys who are 
tactically shrewd. 
Both teams have 
similar styles, 
based on aggres¬ 
sive; physical con¬ 
frontation. They 
use the scrum eff¬ 
ectively. and are 
smart at the line¬ 
out. 

Both have big 
packs but have not 
made the mistake 
of playing a slow 
game. They have 

vast experience to halfback. 
Bracken and Lynagh to Saracens 
and Armstrong ami Andrew for 
Newcastle—players who are able 
to make the right derisions to the 
right time, to be patient when 
things aren't going well and who 
know how to make things 
happen. 

All across the field you have 
players wbo know how to win; 
Pienaar, a World Cup-winning 
captain; Lynagh. the record 
points-scorer in the world game, 
and Sella, the most capped player 

of all time. Newcastle have 
Andrew, the most capped Eng¬ 
land fly half, who has been an 
incredibly underrated player in 
terms of all-round ability. 

You can count on the fingers of 
both hands the number of games 
thar Va’aiga Tuigamala has lost in 
his career, as we found out when 
he was to Wasps. They are shrewd 
off the field as wefl. with Steve 
Bates, the coach, pulling the 
strings. Hie little things mak«» the 
difference, the attention to detail 
that both sides have 

Who will win? It is a dose call 
It will be interesting to see how 
one side responds if it cannot 
impose a pattern and rhythm on 
the other. People talk about home 
advantage favouring Saracens, 
but Newcastle won’t be intimidat¬ 
ed as they have players who have 
performed at die highest level in 
intimidating atmospheres. To 
have a chance against Saracens 
you have to play football to pot 
width on the baJL Newcastle have 
beaten them already thk season — 
30-25 al Kingston Park last month 
— but realised early on that they 
had to play football and couldn't 
rely on forward domination. To 
their credit, they did that 
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RACING 

Loder set to train 
for Godolphin in 
France next year 

DAVID LODER looks likely 
lo leave his Newmarket yard 
at the end of the year to train 
Godolphin’s juveniles at the 
defunct racecourse at Evry, 
near Paris. France Galop, the 
ruling body of French raring, 
yesterday confirmed that Go- 
dolphin had applied to train at 
the suburban track. The mat¬ 
ter will be put to a vote on 
April '2S. 

Simon Crisfbrd, Godol- 
phin's raring manager, was at 
pains to emphasise that the 
proposal should not be associ¬ 
ated with concerns expressed 
by Sheikh Mohammed, in his 
Gimcrack speech last autumn, 
about the financial burden of 
raring horses in Britain. Rath¬ 
er. it was the culmination of a 
three-year quest for the ideal 
springboard for Godolphin’s 
juveniles. 

Inevitably, the scale of the 
operation — Loder would start 
with 120 boxes at Evry — must 
involve some switch of geo¬ 
graphical focus, but the whole 
premise of Godolphin is that 
modem raring is a game 
without frontiers. 

Speaking from Al Quoz. 
where the next Godolphin 
squad is being prepared for its 
return to Newmarket next 
week, Crisford said: “People 
may see this as part and parcel 

By Chris McGrath 

of the Gimcrack speech, but it 
would be misleading to make 
that connection. 

“The whole purpose of us¬ 
ing Evry would be (hat the 
development of our young 
horses is a crucial part of their 
future career. We think we 
have the right person, and we 
hope that we have now found 
the right location." 

There is an 85-hectare site at 
Evry. which staged its last 
meeting in 1996. Though the 

The meeting at Newbury yes¬ 
terday was abandoned be¬ 
cause of waterlogging. This 
afternoon's fixture is subject 
to a 7am inspection. 

deal still awaits formal confir¬ 
mation. it is being treated with 
enthusiasm by both parties. 
“We have looked at several 
different places, and Sheikh 
Mohammed very much liked 
what he saw at Evry," 
Crisford said. 

“It has perfect facilities for 
the training and development 
of young horses. The turf is in 
magnificent condition, and a 
variety of different surfaces 
could be put down. We also 
very much like the two-year- 
old programme in France. 

“David will be joining us 
full-time in November or De¬ 
cember, and we very much 
hope that as many of his staff 
as possible will be able to 
come with him. He has shown 
great finesse with young hors¬ 
es, and is a tremendous back¬ 
bone for our operation." 

Some indication of the way 
the wind was blowing came 
earlier this spring, when 
Loder agreed to take 60 Godol¬ 
phin juveniles for the new 
season. In order to accommo¬ 
date the new intake in his two 
yards — Graham Lodge and 
Sefton Lodge — he had to 
expel all his other patrons, 
except for his own family and 
Edward St George, who owns 
Sefton Lodge. 

Crisford confirmed that 
Saeed bin Suroor will contin¬ 
ue to train the main Godol¬ 
phin team at Moulton 
Paddocks, in Newmarket The 
Evry plan is simply designed 
to give coherence to the first 
stage of a Godolphin horse’s 
career, which has thus far 
been unsatisfactorily stretched 
between Dubai. Ireland. 
France, and Britain. 

Nonetheless, there will inev¬ 
itably be those here who find 
something ominous in the 
dynamism that sustains the 
Godolphin adventure. 

Merlin’s Ring for winning spell 

TODAY'S RACES 
ON TELEVISION 

NEWBURY 

BBC1 

ZOO: Polar Champ should be 
primal after a spin on the all- 
weather. He relishes soft 
ground and his success at 
Doncaster last year came from 
a lib lower mark The booking 
of Kieren Fallon for mud- 
loving Fairy Knight catches 
the eye but Rutland Chantry 
is a hopeful choice. The 
Queen's runner opened his 
account when landing a Ponte¬ 
fract handicap last October. 

230: Of the proven mud- 
lovers. Ivan Lab boasts the 
best form and he won first 
time out last year Delilah is 
not the easiest of rides but she 
is at her best on soft ground. 
The Fly. fifth in the Derby and 
third in the St Leger. has never 
raced on ground this soft, but 
could be a big danger. 

3.00: Scorned, Trans Island 
and Border Arrow have adver¬ 
tised the wellbeing of lan 
Balding's three-year-olds dur¬ 
ing the past week and Mer¬ 
lin's Ring is capable of 
continuing the Kingsclere 
trainer's purple patch. He 
progressed throughout last 
year but showed his best form 
when he won a group three 
race in France on very soft 

Merlin’s Ring, right is strongly fancied for the Tripleprint Greenham Stakes at Newbury 

ground. The mud-loving La- 
Faah had Victory Note back in 
third when winning the 
Horris Hill Stakes here last 
year, but the biggest threat 
could be posed by Soviet 
Bureau, who won his only 
start Iasi term. 

330: Rock Falcon, proven in 
the mud is likely to try to 
make all from his low draw. 
Kennemara Star won first 
time out last year. Sweet 
Wilhelm m a invariably comes 
on after her first run but is 
drawn wide and Tberhea is 
the choice. Twice a winner on 
similar left-handed tracks last 
term, he made an eye-catching 
reappearance at Leicester. 

Richard Evans 

RICHARD EVANS 

Nap: THE RHEA 

(330 Newbury) 
Next best: Merlin's Ring 

(3.00 Newbury) 

AYR 

CHANNEL 4 

Z25: This is a tremendously 
competitive race and 
Swanbister can be only a 
hopeful selection. Len Lungois 
progressive chaser was very 
impressive on a soft surface at 
Kelso on his penultimate start 
then found the ground too fast 
at Uttoxeter. Careysville. 
Chipped Our and Brtofamixup 
are also better than they 

looked last time, but the first 
two — like Lord Fortune and 
Feels Like Gold — would 
prefer softer ground. 

255: A penalty for his bold win 
under top weight at Ascot last 
time will make it hard for Hoh 
Warrior to see off Eddweis 
Dn Moulin, who ran his test 
race over fences when fourth 
in the Arkle at Cheltenham. 
Hoh Warrior stayed on well in 
eighth that day, but the uphill 
finish did not favour Edelweis 
Du Moulin. 

335: Large Action and Kerawi 
seem to have lost their way. 
though the fact that they race 
prominently might ensure a 
decent gallop — preventing 
die son of false pace Kerawi 
dictated when beating another 

small field in the Christmas 
Hurdle. He has had hanj 
races at Cheltenham and 
Liverpool since, so Blowing 
Wind, who landed die Imper¬ 
ial Cup and the County Hur¬ 
dle (five days later), might well 
continue his progress. 

4.05: Coqui Lane could go wg] 
at a decent price, even front 
20lb out of the handicap. 
Ottawa must shrug off 
exertions at Cheltenham and 
Ain tree, while Brave High¬ 
lander — unseated when 
going well at Becher*s second 
time in the Grand National - 
is among several that pnfa- 
sofler ground. By contrast 
with him and Samlee, the 
National third, Avro Anson 
and Storm tracker come here 
fresh, having missed Aintree. 
Stormtracker goes well after a 
break and showed that he has 
stamina to go with his bold 
style of running when second 
in the Eider Chase. Paul 
Carterry might sweeten up 
Eudipe. but Belmont King b 
71b higher than when winning 
last year. 

4.40: Flying Instructor had a 
hard race when caught on the 
line by Jeffell at Aintree, 
though Lake Kariba would 
have beaten both but for 
blundering five out. The latter 
would prefer softer ground : 
and it should pay to go with a 
fresh horse in Down The Fefl, 
fairly treated and well suited 
by tiiis sharpish track The 
admirable Monnaie Forte, 
who exploited a lenient hur¬ 
dles rating at Ascot last time, 
has had some hard races this 
year, while the dassy Or 
Royal does not look a straight¬ 
forward ride. 

Chris McGrath 

1.55 Running De Cerisy 

Z25 Share Options 

2.55 Edelweis Du Moulin 
3.25 Kerawi 

THUNDERER 
4.05 0ttowa 
4.40 Lake Kariba 
5.10 Aldicat 
5.40 Tonoco 

GOING: GOOD TOTE JACKPOT MEETING SIS 

1.55 ACCESS COMPUTING JUVENILE NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 
(4-Y-O' £3,818:2m) (7 runnas) 

FI133ra RUNMNG DE CERSY 30 (D.F.S) (P Deal) M Pipe 11-10_ R Dumoody 
513W22 BARUBURGH BOY S (DS) (MBurteDwrtnpmeno ltd) TEasfcrtj n-7 . LVtyv 

2330 5CARR0TSSI |BR(MWwrMtndPtm(71)NHendeam 10-(3 MARttgmM 
IF ALCALMJ46JBFJB.G) (S Sanpia) M Hmnond 10-13_RGaitty 

0425 NORDIC CREST 471- ‘ * - - 

111 
119 

(BBtS»«Ct*Pjln«tito} PR Watte 1513 JAIteCriiy 
310 BROCTIK UNE 43 (G sub. 4 Eons X J ona«i) Ha U Reudey 10-9 . P Mm 88 

3203 SAN FRANCISCO 22 (C Bkd) A WMfats 151_Starting 100 

BETTWG: 3-1 AtafaJl. 9-2 Bartutfi Buy. Nome Crest 5-1 Sards. ll-2 taming 0b Com. 5-1 Brncwe 
Line 12-1 Son Frenasca 

1997: SHU GAA 11 -5 J OsUoto (3-1 bn) 0 Smood 7 ran 

2.25 SCOTSMAN NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE 
(£25,250:3m 10 (18 (Winers) 

13 
103 
103 
118 

BO* 
122 
121 
125 
121 

201 1112-12 BUUFAMDIUP 56 (BFJ),F.6J>> (M Robots) M J Robots 7-12-0_A Thornton 
202 UU1111F UJV-U-fflAW 32 (D.F,(iS){F Front) MPy» 9-11-8-RDunwoody 
203 1P11F15 CUPHE OUT 39 (BF.D.fLS) (Dwtte Racing) MTodhater 8-11-6PCatrary 
204 P-5IF1I RATOUSMG 21 (CD.GJi) (Jockeys Win) EHdraita 511-4—-ADottta 
205 -121F2J COOLE WJ.31 (D.CLS) (B Wrtield 6 J Prto) 0 KnJmfcwi 7-111 Altogtire 
206 30-3141 FRSXftE MUCK c8(D.G£) (Ms CT-Dsrta}NT*fefcn-Daries 511-1— CUariya 
201 25-2151 IWICTAM PATH 30 (115) (A SpeeferailN Henderson 8-11-0_UAFfegotid 
205 3315P1I FEBSUBEGOU) 12(CD^(MqndMTinUQGRjcteb 10-10-13-fltartng 
209 /2IIF61 SOUNDS FYW 7 (G£) (&Peto OSdraj J RnfiBaM 9-10-13_Statin* 
210 15F112 SWAIBBiraTBiEff.O.F.aSilCtinMrtltiigDO-IO-K_PKtai 
211 PP-P1CT SURE 0PIBH55 (D.F.5) IS Hamad) T Eaaertr|r 7-10-10 (fieri-LWyer 
212 2P41223 J0W DHUKM 21 (V.ff J.fiS) (A Jettons) P H Write 7-10-6_R tartly 
213 -4FFP12 UJnBWTOET5(G^(APata)lQage515fl-TJUutity 
214 P-21D20 JET Rl£S 35 (GKJaSttxmryCwtoanyUlllfcJRtm 7-10-3_Dlerfry 
215 G5F-11P GAREYSVLLE70(BF,5) (6Johan)Mte V WiBsiE 7-10-3_NWtaraon 
216 5U11FI CARU6FDRD GALE 28 (FASHMs A SvMBHGmge 7-10-2_RJrinsra 
217 4-431U1 LORD F0RWHE21 flJf&St 11 HHwrin»\MHaw*nl5«M>_CFSwn 
218 24W132 OWHISDIJESraBff.SSJiUntoHao^WuTaerntiimlFIM HPrml 

Long hantiesjr Ohbb tas 9-7. 

BETTWG: 7-1 Papartsoa Swutitetof 8-1 ftatte Mud Cjrfnffort Gate. 3 1 Smmfc Fyne. UM Itartato P*. 
Fwb lire Gold. Lord Fotn. 13-1 otoers. 

1997- NO CORRESPONDING RACE 

Blufamixup 141 2nd ol 3 to Gibbson Jane in novice dm to 
Wamicl (an 3. flood). Luv-U-Frank. pautttmdi! start, beat Bay 
Lough 31 n li-nnnei londicsD chase toi 

Chipped Out a distance Hh ol 11 to For Cabal in handicap chase to 
soft) Paperishfl beat Setolan 2M in itkumer novice dose to . . . 
Coote Ha (isetoEd rider In aMeu chase to CheHenham (4m. good): pieriousfy 612nd of 12 to 
te»W Cartota in rmice handicap chase to iBhmtet (3m 3. aid) *«h Mountton Path (4B> wuse 
all) 3315lh and CacysvUc ((avals) ptoled up. Ftehfe Mucfc (real Swanbister (60 better o8) 31 in 
9-nmner novice iHndfcap chase to UhnEter (3m a. good). Mountain Path beat KooM's Crest 31 in 
7-rumw novice handicq) chase to Sandnm (3m 110yd. good to soft). Feels Uk8 God beet Political 
ttndtoe 261 in 6-nmner novice chase to Keiso (3m II. heavy). Sounds fine beat CaHemcy a In 
13-nimei novice chase to Carible |3m. good to soft) StOT Options betoKfcby Ban* II in 5-runner 
mice handicap chase to Wettierliy (3m f I. soft), previously 512nd ol 6 la Madison County In novice 
chaso to Haydock (2m 4. good) with Feels Lire Goto (lib better off) Duffed up. John Drumm 251 
3rd of 8 to Sperrin View In novice chase to Warwick (2m 41. good to son). Lotey Ticket Ol 2nd to 
5 to Lancastrian Jet m novice chase to Uttoete (3m 21. heavy). Carfngford Gale beat Owens 
Quest (41) worse off) II in 9-nmner mares novice chase to Uttoxeter (2m w. good). Lon) Fortune 
brat Granmi 2fcl in lO-nmner novice handicap chase at Mwhury (2m 4(, good to soft). 

LUV-U-FRANK. a taller to the Festival can regain the wtming ttnad 

to Plumpton (3m If. good) 
SedgefleW (3m 4(. good to 
r (3m 110yd. good to soBJ. 

2.55 10TH BXNBURGH WOOLLEN MILL NOVICES CHASE 
(£16,110:2m 4f) (9 runners) 

3-1P401 HOH WARRIOR 17 (&J>) Q) AHoqt) C Brooks 7-11 
2-22111 BBtGEHS MOOR 23 (F.G5) (J TowtorenQ PMtfi 

»0- 
&.S1 g TondHreg P MrtuK 7-11-3 

_ G Bractoy 
. TJMmtoy 

31115-2 BOBBY GRANT 70 (D£A(JhN>reB<>VC tan 7-11-3-Plbtn 
1-11114 HtBJNBS DUMUJUH 32 (CJ}/.G,S}(R Ogden) 6 RkIbrIs 5-11-3. P Carbary 
22221 IF BRESPRAY14(D.tLS)(Itamwigs)MB3SrrtDi7-11-3_RBuest 
-5201UJ FOReSTAL 14(S£l(BMaum)JHBNan1 Johnson5-11-3_ADoMta 
-014Q2F MGLEF0MAN7 (BFJ)3) (MsH MacTaggan)BtacSU)an 9-11-3 _ BStorw 
3-20212 MOON DEVI 35 (BFJfffSv CaDn SoShoate) M Campn>8-11-3_BPo*i 
141-411 STANS YOUR MAN 47 (D/.G) (Ms Eoodaiml Mis juntieta 8-11 -3 AlhoretoO 

121 
125 
124 
110 
110 

138 
95+ 

BETTWG: 6-4 EAM3 Du Mouta 4-1 BBngere Mod, 11-2 Hoh Mtortrr, 8-1 Bresivay-10-1 Bnhbr On. 12-1 
Mam OevC. 14- r Faresbl. 15-1 aim. 

1997: SPARKY GAYl£ 7-1M0 B Storey (8-15 ta») C Parts 8 on 

itoh Warrior beat Sbong Patatin 10) In ft-nmer nonce hand cap 
chase to Ascot (2m 31 t 10yd. good) Bangeis Moor beat Spring 
Kate 111 n 7-nmer novica eftee to Wincsiton (2m 57. good to 

. Grant 121 2nd to 4 b Celestial Choi m novice chase to Wettestay (2m 4). good). 
Du Moriin 41614th to 16 lo Champ levs in dose grate 1 to ChetErton Cm. good to soft) 

■fth Hoh Warrior (7to wxje oft) 167 8ti. Stan's Your ran beat Fon Leader 3MI n 10-narar 
novice chase to Nencestte (2m 41, good lo tbm). 

EDELWBS DU M0ULM has a ckser chance to ttnse weights 

_.'s; r ;r 

2.00 Premier Generation 
2^0 The Ry 
3.00 La-Faah 
3.30 THERHEA (nap) 

THUNDERER 
4.00 Musical Twist 
4^0 Aegean Flame 
5.00 Everting World 
5.30 King Of Mommur 

Timekeeper's top rating: 2J30 THE FLY. 

Our Newmarket Correspondent 230 hran Luis. 4.00 HOH CHI MIN (nap), 

3-25 SAMSUNG SCOTTISH CHAMPION HURDLE 
{United handicap: £15,670; 2m) (4 imreis) 
401 1PP-WM LMBEACnON 77 py=AS)(BSWt-ftrwj 0 Stewed 10-11-7... J A McCrty m 
402 2361253 K5tfMlt4p.SJ5)(MArd«Ms8ReainQN1TMBS11-6-CUertjn ^ 
403 0240311 BLOtniG WVO 300.6^) (PDoQMhki 5-11-5_RDUWticdy ifiT 
4)4 188(246 PA0PEM0140(1LbiS) (UdyLK^d C Bnxl& lD-10-5-SBrafcy 117 

fifTTWe «-6 BkMing Wnc. M Kant. 6-1 ixge Adtov 14-1 Padre Mto. 

1907: SHADOW LEADER 5-10-5 J Qstwne (Evens M C Egerton 11 ran 

Action 2514th to MfetmgJBtt In Chstentam tsadle C2m 5L 
to soft). Kerawi 2613rd to Pridwll in AmMee fuflle (2m 41, 

Btowtog Wfind beto Advocto 114/ in Cheftenham hanrficap 
hiirfle (2m It. good). Pacbe Mo 38T6ih to Sa Sage In NwcasOe hartocap iudle (2>n. good). 

KStAWI is ten to profit boro the return to two mites 

4.05 STANS SCOTTISH GRAND NATIONAL 
(Handicap chase: £38.550:4m II) (18 runneis) 

(Ms B Bond) PMctaSS 10-11-10 i(CO,aS)(M>SBBond)Ptfef>o«s KM1-1Q _ MAFXroertod 
(PBM»)PKicholb 8-10-12_TJMretory 

501 21-0*4 BELMONT KKG 35 
502 12311F4 OTIOIKA15(G.S) 
503 2-43P33 EU0VE35(6^)(DJtovQorijMPree6-10-12_PCaibmy 
504 2124214 0QMSA440URA13fl(Bflf SI !BKit*v4iMP^38M0-9-CFSwn 
505 0-33P6U MAHIHB4LAD 14(B,63)(JSnriMisJPkran9-10-8_Aftaraon 
506 -042F32 MAJORBBJ.43 (Ci5) tUdtiBreaUcAJiarvlUiii)AWflSns 10-10-5 . Stating 
507 3511333 S4ME14{F.&5)(WMeUoePMn>si4p)PHoete»lH.. ROwmody 
SOB 04-12112 KAMKA2E28 (MaraBGMBtuy)KBalkyB-lO-O-NMBaoaai 
SB P2-4422 STDRMTRAO®56(R(TDns|C«tedw9-100. MRJdads 
510 3-34F15 BARONET32 (F.6S) (MrsDnoaresnjDNchgtaon0-104_AMagubt 
511 4111431 BRAVE 106KLA1O914 (C.S^ttS&rtrasi JCMonilO-UHt-Pt«k 
SIS 12-644P DOrSWBY35(Sa(M»JOre«I)Ki5JPBBBi9-lM-0 
513 124F251 UM)OFT«««T21 ®(DuiJiubtoWeswtaleriJJffJM0-100 RMctaa 
514 D-R11RR W6LEY VflMER 28 tf&S) IVteW Gd PVi3 N Twoarr-OaVa B-ltM C 
515 1U-2F1F CHDCIY14^£)(AStateit)HHSpEB-1(M)..A 
516 3-1R141 COQll LANE12 (C£S) (J Dai) J Dun ir-i 0D_BStaruy 
517 -512312 OWfftolMWira39(F«UWatalJWa*9-1M -.  ASSbNi 
518 523P643 OH SO HAMJY16 (V^.G51(iaiRSrnTH)R(irts 10-10-0-J Leach 
Long lantieret Setae 9-13. Krto 9-13 Sknnbatier 9-11. Basota 9-11. Brae WJdrtn 9-7 ttsts 
lady 04. Urt 01 Th* WBI94). Wfefey Wnkr 8-JO. Ortay M. Coqti lane M. Owrtatafl ftw 7-11. OH 
Sotted* 7-6 
BETTWG: 5-1 Stamlradsr. 7-1 Kstae. 8-1 Don StonuaL 9-1 tare Wgfcteder. Samba. Ottmo, 10-1 
NMren lad. 12-1 Eudlpa. 14-1 8»ow. Batan Bng. Major BeU. lnd OITle WesJ. 20-1 olws. 

1997: BBMONT KNG 9-11-10 A P McCoy 05-1) P NaJtfts 17 an 

FORM FOCUS 

Weft up the phone 
PICK UP A ElO FREEBET 
FOR FIRST TIME TELEPHONE CALLERS staking S25 or more 
using Switch, Delta or Solo bank or building society debit cards. 

A miles 1 luilong, Wtap Chase, Ayr 4.05pm, Live on CH4 TV. 

6/1 Stormtracker 12/1 NahthenLad 
7/1 DomSamourai 16/1 Lord Of Trie West 
8/1 Baronet 16/1 Major Bell 
9/1 Brave Highlander 20/1 Idiofs Lady 
9/1 Kamikaze 
9/1 Samlee 

10/1 Belmont King 
10/1 Eudipe 
10/1 Ottawa 

20/1 Wisley Wonder 
25/1 Choisty 
33/1 Coqui Lane 
66/1 Overflowing River 

150/1 Oh So Handy 
»toil Huy On* (taaren Ownkh a pl«r 1.11A PntB o*|«ct n> ftunuatoo 

uploUOpm Tjtwnafc Rule 4tQ wy jfyly Noon^yifr-nobH. 

j LATEST POPS teWIH^Wi TV 

O 

RING TODAY- BET TODAY 

«0800444040 
■g. iHntoiMi lolalisveaBCBipn call SW (h<r H*]«a)y) 

f *Free bet i$ a S10 Straight Forecast 
on the Ayr 4.05pm today. (Please 
place your bet and make your 

free bet selection within the 
same call.) 

TO OPEN A CREDIT ACCOUNT FREEPHONE 0800 289 892- WILLIAM HILL RULES APPLY 
PRICES SUBJECT TO FLUCTUATION. 

Ottawa 4414th to 0 to Boss Doyle In novice chase to Aatree (3m 
(I. soft). Major Bel 14t 2nd to e to Davy Bte in handicap erase 
to Kelso (3m il. good). Sanies a trance 3rd to 37 to Eafti 

Summit in Gcand National toAmbee (4m 41. heavy) with Ntotfnn Lad (Sib worse oft) unsetoed rider. 
Brave Hollander (levels) unseated rider and CWtety (levels) Wl. Kamta2e 712nd to)3 to Miss 
Orchestra in handicap chase al lltb&eter (4m 21. good) with Dorn Samara (lb baser ol) SKI 4Bi 
Stwnrtracfcer 3 W 2nd toll m Dornaine De Pron In tended) chase to Newcastle (4m IL good) wtth 
Sandee t4to better oft) 1313rd and Choisty (7tj muse off) tell. Bannet 1015th to 14 lo In TruBi in 
handicap ctase to Chettenham (3m II. good (o softl. (dtoTs Lady. penuBOnaie start. 391-hh to 11 to 
OODwa (81b wse off) m handicap chase at Chepstow (3m 21. good lo soft). Lord Of The West beat 
Mahrood Castle 1K1 in 6-naner tandicao chase to Wararid (3m 2). good to soft) 

Caiheny can coax the best tan EUDIPE, who has supped to an totra&ve mart 

4.40 MITSUBISHI SHOOJN TROPHY HANDICAP CHASE _ 
(£13,589:2m) (8 runneis) 
GDI 3-33322 OR ROYAL 15 (BJJ.F.tSI (DJolwtWl M Hpe 7-124)_ ROumraody 1! 
502 TJ101P3 CWfflfflAN CHAUBVGE 30 ^JIS) (CuiCran LM) TEaaWiy 9-10 -10 LWyer R 
603 2814352 FLYIM6WSTRUCTOR 14fllfJ.S1ilaitvLyeg>PRWataB-10-7 JAUcbatw T 
604 1211231 MOMWE FORTE 17 ICO/.G.S) (JAMnE)J/ton 8-10-2_ DPtwefl 
605 12F1031 LAKEKAR8Al4m£j)[SaAa.i^siyriSiteflPKdiaib7-l04(6en . TJktaytef 
505 1-35532 DOWNTHEFmftffl^^ILKSJdftCOTJHJWreaig iO-O.ASSM8) 
607 2516223 POLITICAL TWER 56 CCHF£5) tGtonwIRHhai 11-10-0 ADtitti 
HH limit) AKABRAWH42(BFJ)j:^(«isM8ata)JJ6te3OT7-iOD_Rjahnsan 
Lang taring PaMid Tme M. Anttrarcn 9-6 

BETTING- 3-1 Or tato. 7-2 MoatM Fane. 6-1 Doan rite Ftil. Antinnch. 7-1 Fhirg tns&uda. 0-1 osav 

1997: raOtMHN 7 TO-2 N KUtesan (11-2) M Ramnund 9 ran 

FORM FOCUS 
Or Royal HS| 2nd to 5 lo Opera Hal in toasa grade i to Aintree 
|2m 41. soft). Cumbrian OeJenge 613rd on 7 lo Edredon Bleu In 
tenticao chase to Chettertum (2m 110yd. good) mth Flyinfl 

bamnaor neck 2nd to 5 to Jettcll in handicag chase grate 2 at 
' (IB) better off) 3UI 3rd Momtoe Fora beat Tibetan II in 11- 

■nstructar (terete) 111 5th 
Aintree (2m. Stoll with lake 
rum handicap tudfe to Ascto (2m 110yd. goto)). Down The Fsl neck aid to 7 to Cumbrian 
Chataige (41b noise off) in handicap chase to Doncaster (2m llOyd. good). Anabranch, 
penultimate Start. betoNsysari neck m9-runnB-handicap dase to Doncaster (2m 31 liOyfl. good). 

OR ROYAL, consistent m tup-dass events, can defy tos Mg KigM 

5.10 LINCOLN CIGARS HH FLAT RACE (Div I: £3.599: 2m) (14 runneis) 
(G Adan) fl Allan 6-11-11 S Utaose (7) 1 1/2 OT 0 MAGE 74 fDJ 

2 P10 CRAZY HORSE 31 (Dj)} (AStteytort Lid) L Lingo 5-11-11 UrBGtatni 
3 ALDCAT (Cateri TuvuitunJB UP P R Ittiffla 0-11-4-R tartly 
4 30 AUBLAL 31 |A Swtianfc) H Hnms 5-11-4.. ... R Uc&ah (3) 
5 R ASHEY MUCK 2S IN lastotteresl N 1«JavDa*» 5114 S LyWOP) 
6 1 MARKET SCAN 55P (5) (R Seed & Mrs M Seed) J J Q Neto 511-4 CFSwoa 
7 NEELY RELATED (S StenTBriM) 0 Shenreod 511-4 J A UcCrty 
8 o-6 DH SO COSY 153 (U & Its R Green) C Paris 51M - B Sorer 
9 VALSAN (B Ttadwn) L luigo 5114_... R Stotoe 

iD 55 WLUAM OF OftfWE 67 tSpecmteove Raring) Mrs A 3"*»* 5114 JSterite 
11 06 CALL TW THE 3S (R UAntid) B UUtetad 6-HH3 . .. . R JoTvbcb 
« uu. ere to TTcrcsm r nam 5^9-13 .. ... 0 Paw 
13 3 ALL GQNG 57 (BF) IA Seeetaan) N HenOasa 4-1512 .... U A Ffcgtad 
» WEE LAKE |tatm ftjc* listtaD I Sonpfe 4-10-17 .... — B Rating 

BETTWG: 52 Cray tase. 7-2 Aft Gtoig 5-1 do)? RtiMd. 51 Atfey 14*4. ttatel Scare 17-1 total 

5.40 LIKCDUi CIGARS HH FLAT RACE iDw 11: £3,599:2m) lift Turners) 
0-15 JET SPECIALS (Q BLS) (Jd Sbtowy] Ita J Pfaaa 511-11 ttSDnchP) 

1 PARLANCA BAY42(05) (AOSLToBBead) Mrs A State*511-11 MrCMbon 
33 Uflff RE NOSE 31 (BF) WOTJorraai) N Ttaian-Oerte 5114 . CLtadyn 

HONOUR BHXjHT (R Ogdot) M Inflate 511-4_PCtohaty 
NO aUARTER Ota CWtoeisIK Batter 5114_...... NMfiansra 

0 CW9UHE SOLWAY B7URct»iUlirgo5n4_WDoaSn?) 
1 PADARAS8P(S)(BH|fm}DMcWlM)51l4_ AMaSUrt 

TOS3 Dancer (Atoaeibs* khestPtinis Lta) fi Itaads 5114 — ADobte 
TONOCO (THenwralMreSSmei 5114---R Guest 

0 WOOinBOHDEti(MrsUSCMfeytUraURevete5114_ PNveo 
MWTTHBLAPY(SnMro*StetoesLtd)ABtotoy515)3- RJohna* 

55 arFSALL 1€ART 145(0Grtlfc)CPariH510 13 -- DPSriw 
HUKJTfW* t>*liteRGntnlC_ BStore* 

0 GAM1 m 26 (G Jotraor) Jftatere 4-1512   ASS"B» 

BETDNG- 4-1 PWm, 5-t Hg 0^ 6-1 figtea Bay. Qiei to Nrct M « Steal 151 Others. 

103 (12) 0-0432 GOOD TIMES 74 (C0JF,F,E,5) (Mn 0 tetonas) B FEl 5150 _ B West (4) SB 

fbcecad numb*. Drw in bractefc. Sa-igure 
tenr (J — left P—puled on U—arcuated 
rider 8 — broojW do«n-_ S — shpped m R — 
refecetLD — 

since last 
bfoteft.V _ ... __ 

C — coarsewifflH. D—tistancetamer. CO— Thttireper'sspeedtetog. 

and tfis&ncs tamer BF — beaten 

taante to West tact). Going on to** tose Ire 

m (F—tern good to fare, nan G — good. 
- tfsqutoBed}. HorsTs nav. Days ~ 
am j ii Mn p B Rto. (B— 5—a*.DtW»son.«ny) ower m Dtadati 
— thu K —hood. E —Eyehstd Traaar Age and utagto. RkkrptaxiytokMance 

GOWG: HEAVY 
7AM INSPECTION 

DRAW: 5F-6F, HIGH NUMBERS BEST SIS 

2.00 GRUKDON RECYCLE HANDICAP 
(£6,385:1m 2f 6yd) (19 ruimere) 

(B) 131454) vau VIA 18 (D/^(G Snag I Baiting 5510_ 
(15) 02-0064 TOP JBt 18 (D/^) (Naratii tat SBjd) M Ryrei 4-57 . 

45301-3 POLAR CHAMP9 (DJ5) (POil)Starts555 

Martn Dvryv 
P McCabe (3) 

Par Friday 
(12} 156135 BRANDON JACK 218 (D/5) (R Mkteeisan) I Biking 4-94 .. SWMrath 
117) 22/250 ST LAWHBCE 21 (B) (S item) CBrten 554-- OVfertwi 
[131 000044) ARTRJLDATE22((LF) (SPLanstBWiIteing)UHeSDr>-Bls59-3 SDrtwne gjgj 
(10) Ml045 xnailB1(D«^(CRamon)JGoadm7-52_WRyan 74 

8 (16) DC3-602 PRBIS1 Ga^TO9 (CD.S) (MreWOran)0Aranda**54-1 RCodnm 88 
9 (1) 22254- RUSSMNR&A710N1M (Mate Fite) Its PDtfeM 444)- JtMrtl - 

10 (14) 15 CflrrRALCOMABTTK2O6(BFfl(RSa4pter)PChropte-Hyan5510 jBad 76 
11 (181 52421- RUTLAJCCHANTRY 180 (D.S)(Ttatt*en)ladHategmn*-510 WRStaton 82 
12 (9) 046305 PROiCESS DAMELLE 192(0 J=,G5)(MraM Mdton) W l*st 659 JWeaw 78 
13 (5) 506450 FAIRY KNIGHT 23 (D/.&S) (P 6 S Lew Panras) R Jtennn 6-0-7 . K FMon 86 
14 (3) 024150 SLVB1Y11 (D.G) (Ms N Mtitey) S Woodman 454_R Risen 79 
15 (19) 604053 BAKERS DAUGHTER 19 (DlF.GHtts S Bata) J Anto 551_D Biggs 60 
16 (2) 050023 GOUXM ACE 9 (BF,C£S) (G Ureter) R Speer 57-11-PFessny (3) 89 
17 (4) /24004) PRSflBtLEA9C74(DAS)(HartodaPtec)KC-Bmn57-10 NCatitie 77 
15 (11) 001005 USA-SPW*202«IAMWWbsGRttee,57-10 __RMtottS) 64 
19 (7) 64504-0 MJ.YWO017(MrsJWotaspoon)PItaivrad57-10-POoefS) 64 

Long lonticy Prctaer Lngue 7-8. Ltaa’s FVide 7-7. JRr Woo 511. 
BETTING: 7-1 fUted Cteay. 5i Tfli Jan, ArtU (tee. Xftem, 151 Polar damp, tandon jak Prenva 
Goaraton, COM Cmreoee. Princes Oatak, Golden Acs, 12-1 atm. 

1997: ROCXHJRCE 515Q R Hague (25-1) U Cheraon 22 rai 

FORM-FOCUS. 
Ptoar Chars 6KI 3rd to 5 to Random Kindness In [tatted staes 
to LingfWd (im 41. AW). Braxton Jack 9W T2Di to 1ft to Danish 

_ ^ , ^ RMpstdy In handicap to Goodwood (1m 11. good). St Lawrence 
401 lift to 13 to StoKmay In states it Nad AI 9hU (tm 41 AW). Aithd Dane 24120th to 24 to 
Mtaanttjue hi handicap to Doncaster (1m, good lo soft). Xytam 9UI 7th to 23 to rmperary Swsel 
in ladles havScap to Doncastor [im. good to soft). Pranier Generation *12nd to 12 b Protocol in 
terdnap al Loiceste (im il 2i»d, soil} MBi Gokten Acs (lih Wte to)) 3MI 3rd Russian 
Ratatarrwi 4® to 15 to Ptw nwhMaitery hi apprentice maiden states to CorkJTt, good). Central 
CofflmatM Htl 4Bi to 8 lo hnshishtter hi 2yo auction staes to Goodmod (ft. good). Rutland 
Ctortjy beat Bonana Pe* II hi 19-rumer handicap to Portehact (im 7\ 6yd. good to soft). 
PrincMS Oanlefte rai Sh to 12 to Modllycuddy Beefs hi handle^ to Yoric (im 2i 85yd, good). 

9th ol 
2yo 
Folkestone 

to 7 to Signs And Wonders in Dines handicap to Lrofttod (im 21. AW). Premier League 231 
11 to North Arda nhntocap to Lintolefd (lm4L AWj. Lisa’s PrideG5*l 5th o(6 bMarra? in 
«top at Brighton (61 209yd. tan). Jtty Woo 6MI tat to 14 to Bh) Ben In hamBcap to 
*”18 (61 ia9yd. good). 

CENTRAL COMMITTEE Is voy unoposed and looks rath a decent wager 

2.30 LANES END JOHN PORTER STAKES 
(Group HI: £20.400: Im 4f 5yd) (12 runners) 

(ID) 225452' IWSUPPOSM 32J (D.F.5) (NCccpB)RRune56-12 __RCoctm 
(I) /S31CC- POSaXMAS 125 (CJLFAS) IA Chrtwdoutoii) P Cote 5512_ rttei 
01 RnU Watt2lJF1U1tariwta>iUttm5512_j! 

1 
2 
1 
4 

5 
6 
7 
S 
9 

10 
11 
12 

BErnwiJ-l HeP*. 4-1 h«Lte.5lPasiteE. 7-1 PtiteSby. 51 Deft*, feyd Arawn. 12-1 iteteUi 
14-1 ones. 

1997: WffieWATBI AFFAIR 4-84 0 Paste (2B-J) M Staff 13 rat 

(7) 421415 DEULAH160 (VJ)5) (TBtoictere(teeingUdJ MStttfe4^-il_0 PBsSer 
(111 251335 IVAN URS 181 (D^(LBwcti)M Bril 5511_jfeki 

(5) 125215 PAiJO SXYT95 (D/,65) (J Nash) J Dutton 4-511_Ptotakry 
(2) 22/115 PBBECT PARADIGM 321 (DJLS) (Stari Utemad)JGosda4-5l) yrPyst 
IG) 110651- RAflWATCH 151 (CO.GJ5) (Ifcs AFteranQ MPipe4-511_RHuohn 
(8) M055 ROYAL AHARETTD273 (C/.Qdtertetenrt»)BMerirai4-511 WRSwcun 
(4i 5033-dl THER.Y21 (EF.GJ5)(MreJCatte)BI«s4-5ll...UWte 

(12) 1045 RAMETTA 168 (S) (B Vtoak) C Britan4-8-8_KDato 
(9) 342156 VBCOUMTESS BRAVE 16 (F.SMPSenan) Lord Hr*** 558 KFtote 

FORMFDGUS; 
rmSuppgsto.il 2nd to F to tarora in stees to Leopadstomi (Im 
2). soft). Posfdonas neck 2nd to 14 to lino in group 2 s&es to 

—-— - Sha Tn (Im 4f, good to (Inn) DeRah III 5h at 9 to Taltrat hi 
{pAto 1 stakes to Capairelle (Im 21. heavy) hrai Lids 5141 Bh to 9 to bttano h gnxo I Sates at 
San Sro (Im 41, good) Patio Ste 7148i to 9 to Itaam hi 3yo group 2 stoles to Dorawvi (im «. 
good). PmfKt Paradpn 261 i3mon4toPefrtoeCeM»ebi3yognxto i stakes at Cton3ty(im4f 
good!- Rahwraich beat See Fak 2» to 7-furew sote, to Katfocfc (im 31 20CM, som Rova) 
maiap bwr 3rd of 4 to Arabian Sm in safes (Dsfsd) al Nearbuy (Im 216yd, firm! The Ry 
disitefnied and puced 3rd after beataQ Poseidon 21 hi 8-nmer states to Doncaster (Im 41. good to 

with Sacho (lb better oft) 21 2nd Rametta 151 last to 9 to Ssteya In sake: (toted) a 
Nernnatet (Im 21, pood to Tbii) Viscountess Brave 2416b to 7 to Oa Bade® in states rusted) at 
Longtaanto (Im toTteavy). 1 ' 
_ RAMWATCH is Ot tan (unfling and kMS plenty ol give to Dm pound 

3.00 TRIPLEPHINT GREEHHAM STAKES 
(Group III: 3-Y-0- £19.860:71 sir) (6 (unnws) 

(41 0004IB- APACHE 1EDI60 (F) (Ms T Buie) D Baraffl 94)_ TlUn 96+ 
13) 1011- LA-FAAH 176(CS&S)(Hto-ltekun)BRUB5fl___ . Run igg 

(2) 365 UJPC PF8R 242 (S Mated} C W&ri 9-0-----K Daley gi 
18) 115311- kBSJfSRbEl83?LF,G5)(kfanR«mBSPlniylB*tegg-0 _ 0 Pester |Q5 
(6) f- SOVfT BUREAU24B ftLF) (AGrUng AfissGKrtagy94).  . KFafcn 

(T> 2153- VODRY(CTE176(CJTftteJM^.RSaggedPOraeWhamM jFted l(B 

EETTWG: 2-1 IMis Rteg. 9-4 la-Fte. 52 Steel Bweai. Vfctery Note. 14-1 Apxta Res, is-i law Pin 

1997: YALAETAfEE 90 L DeHon (5 l)M State 6 rad 

FORM FOCUS 
(tevets) 2MI 3rd, Lone Pi 
good). Mertn'5 Rmg beat_ . . 
hra^rj. Soviet Bureau beat Dak Uoonttoizr 1141 In i 

Apacfte Red 23i fitiifl 8 to Anhr Dtoresne in 2yo sues (ictod) at 
Leofartflow flm IL soft). La+aah beat Sensay 1VI in S-rumer 
2yo groto 3 state to Newtuy (7164yd. good) rth victory Note 

r 491 lag at 9 to Saratoga Springs In 2n stoles to You (61 214yd. 
ii Brmte 3 to 4-nmei 2yo groip 3 states a SaW-cioud (Et him. 

r 2yo novice states to Satisbuiy (61 
good to iiim) 

SOVIET BUREAU is a top-class prospect and nvst not be censed 

Bangor 5.15 Tans«q. htevvtxjry: £bo'Sr Lawrence. Thhste 456' 
Wofvertiampton: 73H Doufate Appeal. 

3.30 LADBROKES SPffiNG CUP 
(Handicap: £16.644: Im 7yd md) (15 runners) 

(7) 534045 GRAMTTS PET 260(F) (MrsD Art*) PCte 5512-TIU» 
(6) 103159 RGfTTlttHGZI (D5) (Eal CariogarO J DurVop 4-9-11-Kttetey 

(10) 040351 HUNTERS OF BRORA 21 (DJLS) (fl Gtttans) J BetoeB 5510 . _ J Wbvt 
(9) 65034-0 PEARTRS HOUSE21 Q)fS\ 5teito) Hrauntofered LBD W Mm59-9 JUS 
(4) 100215 KB0O4ARA5TAR210(D.S) (Wtreflotar Hottngslte| Jftntep4-52 PtoEddtsy 
(3) 5RR151- ROCK FALCON 1B9 (BJD.G^S) (E Betel) lady riartc 5-9-0 . DeanMdteeM 

(14) 140054) SA/FAN 21 (VAf-G) (DMoms) D Mens 55i3-KFatiga 
(1) 131535- YMKTaStXT«2©(WS>(C5DtewmBI4{#l*on45l2 - RCoctm 
|2) 711405 SEA'S RUBY 162 (D^J (M TaOorS Mrs JMagraert A Batey 5511 JBosteP) 
(5) 41040-4 DSBCAIS(C0.ILS)(RBudge. CLaris)BMtiraan5-510_OPedgr 

(11) 1000-45 MR MAtoCA22 (F) (CMefcab) BMeehai4-58-Wl** 
to) 053050 IBTITEWATBt22(SKIIterate#H(tenon4-6«-RUs 

(15) 40230-2 SWSTWueMNA21 (C HaoreUod Hutengaon 5-8-4 AJmeeCa*(5) 
(13) 100053 B9IGUNN22fl)J;AS)(MWMe)PWatepi 57-12_RHnnti 
(12) 113205 Z1BB127pfl (SrateePnratepUri)JRftutai57-10_ RlUenffl 

Urog tnodcap: 2m 7-4 

BETTWG: 51 RlgM Wing. 51 Kites 01 ten. Thrtra. 51 Rati FtoCffll 51 Itomenraa Ste. 151 Bn &«*. 
12-1 Pewtee Muse. Saten. Yatwr B Suten. Sweet WilMknke. 151 oBrers. 

1997: HAHWSLEY HttL 556 J Fomne (5-1 ta) Mrs J Raiaden 19 an 

Grainy's Pet 7K1 90< ol 15 to Jorrocks in 3yo brakap to 
Goodwood (71. good U ftmt). HuntBTE Of Brora beat King (ft Tubs 
neck in 23-nmi handicap to Doncaster (im, good to soft) affl 

. INI 3rd. Peatoee House (81b better oft) 18J 14di and Saifan (71) bete 
... <81 iSih. Ktanerosa Star SMI lOtfi ol 19 to Sohr Storm hi handicap at Ayr (tm. good to aft) 
teh Test The Wtoter (2D better off) TQI 149i Rock Falcon baa! Q F«Jor 21 fn Ib-iorarer handte 
al Ascot (Im. heavy) wtii Zws Cb rase off) 1213rd and Teat The WW (4Bi better oft) 421 im 
Yabrt B Stotai Stil Stti of 10 to Saatera hi dines handicap to Hayttoc* (1m 21120yd. gmti to 
firm). Bee’s Ruby 481 7Bi of 6 to Oops Peffie in fi)5es states al Doncaster (Im 3 6pvd. good) 
Therhaa 5KI 4th ol20 to Sleepless in handicap to Loceda (719yd. soft). Sweet Wlhetana Kl 
2nd oMS to DeHghl Of Dam in fillies haidltap to Wtowidc (71. good to soil). Ben Gunn 313rd 
to Mnrartiique in hsidicap to DoncasterJim. good to sob) wffliMrMapca(llb better off) 3KI» 
sal Test Ira Water (ifi better off) 7l 8ti 

Pesller e a key booking tor THERHEA who looks to have been laid out 

tffl 
105 
US 
102 

4.00 DUBAI DUTY FREE FRED DARUNG STAKES 
(Group III: 3-Y-O: £19,500:7f 64yd md) (7 runfiers) 

1 16) 21222- CRA2EE MENTAL 2D0 |G) (H 0 Dannefl} D Haydn Jmes 9-0_A Itoday 
2 (7) 113203- DAUIfTteG LADY 231 (G.S) (E NageH-Enttsan) H Hram 50_  R Hn(ftM 
3 (1) 01101- FFESTMOG 175 (CDT^) (Elte Radng Cteb) P Cote 50_TUn 
4 (2) 312431- HOH CHI Mi 181 (G.S) (D Allport) M Bel 50_JReU - 

5 (3) 2- MISCAL T¥AST 246 (R Ssigtier) P Ctapple-Hym 50_PxEtitey A 
6 p) 031- 0M.Y M DREAMS 187 (D5) (Masctob 9ut) 8 Marian 50 . W R Staten 94 
7 (4) 615 WENDA182 (F) (B Va*\ C Brttun 50 _ _0 Peter Itt 

□ A rearing to Bte race wfl be stmni on B8C1 to 4 40pm 

BETOG: 5-2 C®» MerM. 11-4 Musnl TwsL 52 Hoh Cti Mn. 51 FteMog. 7-1 Duteg Ltoy. 151 
wna. 251 CMy te Draic 

1997: DANCE PARADE 5D T (Mnn t(5H P Cflte JO oil 

q Crazes Uentsl 2SI 2nd ol 8 to Eirtassy In 2yo Hfies gmc i 
states to Newnarket (61. good) Dauiting Lady 9 3nJ to Jr-=J r- WWW/. IMUJttNV LOUJ Ito W 4 

^ Anoftw Fanfasy In 2yo auction states to Cuna^i (61. oood to 1 
Hi 1 A-nmnOr Tun ft I line irtHarI cAabnr -te UrraAtatat. m CAuri rawwl Ifi I *eIII m 13-runner 2yo titties feted states at Notary (7164yd. gwd to 

Hollywood Paradise 2)41 in 9-nmner 2vo listed stakes to San Sta (61. c 
2nd o( 16 to Shmoose in 2ro mahfen miles to Newbury (61M, good to 

... _ beat Amtoiel 
Hoh ChfMbi beto l 

2™* ’J?1 !6 to Slmoose in 2n makfen fillies to Newbury (61L 
?5uI5wrei Jyo rtHtoen nilies to Lei'cestw (7t 9yd, soft). V— 

12 to tame Cft Lore in 2yo Jiffies group 3 states to Newmarket (71. good), previously iri 
Alto neck in 8-nimer 2yo Miles states to Ascot (W. good to Arm). 

WEMDA is taro a stebie m tarm aid Is open to improvement at the hip 

4 AUCTTQK maiden fillies stakes 
(2-Y-O: £3,525:5134yd) (5 runners) 

1 (3) 02 AEXEANRAK7(TtaotteKStaff Hliny511_SSanteS fSB 

\ W ®£»a^(AkWgeRjcmaLteMCremin51i -T Outer - 
3 (4) MASC MONDAY (B Alta) RHarnon 5 M_RHriH - 
i MARW PARTY {MatiOB Ractngi i Poranai 511 __KDwtey - 
6 Iff TOCO (1 Cote) M Clrarai 511_A Matey - 

BEITWB: 54 Aegean Ftene. 3-1 Golden SBta. 7-2 Poco. 52 ifag* Morefiy. u-2 Mareh Pair 

_)997:SUR®iEAN(2L 511 M Henry (33-1) M Muggendp 12 on 

5.00 COMPTON CONDITIONS STAKES 
(3-Y-O: £8,711: im 2f 6yd) (3 runners) 

' ^ ^^^“^^WW&rslwkSrndiaBfilLCmBitia RFtadi @ 

3(1) CASNO CAPTIVE (R Sargsv) P Oappie-Hyan M_Pti Edrtey “ 
BETTWG; 56 Ertnmg RWM. 7-4 Casmo Cjpew. 5i Ctatian Conran 

_T9®7:ro»4.AMARETT0 5110 Pesfe (4-1) BMaftn 10 w 

5.30 BURSHCLERE MAIDEN STAKES 
(3-Y-O: £3,980: Imstr) (14 runners) 

^^^“^I^^^DFIraidiDarisM_SDroara & 
1 ^ ^ ilHfc * 

1 
2 (lift 
3 (7) 
4 (9) 
5 (4) 
6 (13) 
7 18) 
8 (12) 
9 (2) 

10 (B) 

*■ CaOffiONT 172 (G Tengj J Mb 9-g_ __ACM * 

fiAHWAtoO y aetiham) 1 Fanshan 50_WR SmUmb - 

w ^ LM) M Oanji8-C_PtoEtitoy w 
n 2SStS^-5?e^a,iW,e-HWnM_Jfftid - 

^ ^.^^^ZTSffSnttlNSnwgjI....._ -_JBffliM ® 

---SVWwrti - 
cf, ^“IWI)« Oramon M ..._A Matey ' 

*5 B**‘8^M0““,,M Ta** ic - Jr f;'rS“258 ^ Uenon'1 WOtaa 59... Mate Dwyer * 
5^- 7-’ Bto aura. H taa Star Sara. 151 Ctid R«* 

1997: RASm 56 fl tilt; |(2-l) W Han IS ran 

(5) 
lilt 
n> 

(14) 

.4- t-V-Vrf**'--" 

or- 
VI i 

i i x V ' ? ; % [ | 

• V. 

I» 
C: 

E; 
y -. 

r;-; 

Lr 

i:-.. 

d-.:: 

ir-.' 

*SL- 

6--:; 
jj; 

9t- 
K '■ 
4l- 
V 

to? •• 

H: ' 
Up.- 
I*;: 
k"' 
ft' 

K - 
*»c ■ 
36> : 
tft- • 
Itb' • f ¥ 
^ • 

COURSE SPECIALISTS 
TRAINERS 
JGccdsi 
s Woods 
LCumam 

as 
LattrHeras 

Wns 
31 

3 
11 
28 

7 
9 

An 1 
HT 26 5 OPesfler 

M 220 jffeW 
143 >9 6 w- 
39 17.9 R i 

63 >4-3 1 (kite, 

SPECIALISTS 

Ayr 

6 wnnera ^^rn 
P3from 10. 

J FtaGoraw. 5 ham 17.23 4%; j 

^.trom 17. 29.4%; N Twiston- 

SSisfS),,%.263*:aRlcto!ls' 

IT? awfe 4£V* 37 tram 
* SupPte. ft IfOm S3. 

9 48. iaa%: N 
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The search for the Horse of the Century resumed at Newmarket this week 

Xaar’s the 
star for 
time being 

THE world, oral 
least the world of 
racing, is divided 
into people who 
disbelieve every 
report about the 
latest Horse of 
the Century and 
pour scorn on ev¬ 
ery tale of every 
inflated hope, 
and those who 
disbelieve every 
report about the 
latest Horse of 
the Century and 
revel in it 
anyway. 

The second 
type dominates 
racing by rather 
more than 90 per 
cent No one seri¬ 
ously expects 
Xaar to be the 
fastesr thing on 
four legs since 
Pegasus, or even the fastest thing 
since Nashwan. But cm the other 
hand, what if he was? You 
wouldn't want to miss it. And you 
certainly wouldn't want to miss 
the anticipation. 

You'd be a fool to miss the ride. 
Racing is a religion, but its 
worshippers are all atheists. They 
all bad|y want to believe in the 
latest four-legged Messiah, but 
most of us have got more sense. Or 
too much bitter experience. They 
may not believe, but they come 
along anyway and bow the knee. 

And it helps when the animal is 
trained by an enigmatic French¬ 
man with limited English — the 
limits a matter of his own choos¬ 
ing. naturally. Andrg Fabre is 
small, rather nattily dressed, a 
qualified lawyer who is also really 
rather good at plumbing. He is 
also really rather good at training 
racehorses, probably the best in 
Europe. 

He never pats his horses, and he 
is a fan of Martel Proust Quite 

SIMON 
SARNES 

how a man can 
live auxarbres de 
jeunes cheveaux 
en fleurs without 
bestowing a mil¬ 
lion pats a day is 
beyond me. But 
Fabre is an ac¬ 
knowledged mas¬ 
ter who aid a bit 
of plumbing to 
get extra cash in 
his student days. 

But is Xaar the 
Horse of the Cen¬ 
tury? Of course 
he isn't though 
don't quote me if 
he really is. I 
speak only from 
statistical odds 
and — actually 
not bitter, come 
to think of it, 
really rather 
sweet experience 
of past disap¬ 

pointments , of horses that have 
been brilliant ma non troppo. 
Wouldn't have missed one of 
them, revelled in the lot. 

Great as a two-year-old last 
year, of course. How had he gone 
through the winier? Had he grown 
up? Had he, as racing people say, 
trained on? That was what it was 
all about of course, and that was 
why a lot of people at Newmarket 
on Thursday did not watch the 
235 and the horses galloping, but 
instead watched naif a dozen 
walking round and round with 
rugs on. The pre-parade ring, the 
warm-up for the warm-up. 

And who was that blade horse, 
or as we horse people so confus¬ 
ingly say. brown horse? The one 
with the nice white face-markings 
and the head carried low? "Even 
then. " we will say. "he had 
something about him that made 
him special, that made you stop 
and turn your head and say.'WeU. 
this is a champion’. " 

And we will be lying through 

[aar, with rug stQl in place, waits for his first run as a three-year-old and the chance to justify favouritism for the 2,000 Guineas, a classic won in previous 
years by such champions as Brigadier Gerard, top, and Nashwan, centre. Celtic Swing, bottom, finished second but went on to take the French Derby 

our teeth. What made us look was 
the name tag, carried on the sleeve 
of his smartly suited and pink- 
shirted lad: No 3. Xaar. What 
gave him the look of a champion 
was die fact that all the people 
were looking at him. 

It was just hope, nothing more. 
Not gross hope for fiscal gain: the 
much more raw and atavistic hope 
of seeing a champion. Of touching 
greatness. Everybody wants to see 
a great horse. A la recherche de 
Pegasus. 

This was his first outing this 
season, the first time that he had 
emerged this spring from the 
forests of Chantilly, where Fabre 
trains 200, or 220. or 250 horses. 
No one ever seems quite sure how 
many: perhaps even Fabre never 
quite knows. Or perhaps, and 
about a thousand times more 
likely. Fibre rather revels in his 
air of mystery. Rather revels in the 

hold he has over other trainers: 
over everyone in France, over 
more or less everyone in Europe. 

Xaar^s sire, Zafonic, was a 
strapper of a beast, always burst¬ 
ing with explosive energy. Laid- 
back is the term they keep using 
about Xaar, which sounds rum in 
a French accent. “E is very led- 
bark," Fabre was to tell us later. 

loping around the pre-parade 
ring with a flowing, over-trackng 
stride; the last bit of jargon 
meaning that his hind hoof-prints 
fall beyond his fore-prints. Xaar 
was to have his first race of the 
season in France, but Fabre pulled 
him out because it had been 
raining. Ha. Only thing more 
capricious than horses is weather. 

So 1 thought Fabre might duck 
it, because the Rowley Mile was a 
bog. but he did not. The horses 
needed a race before the 2,000 
Guineas the weekend after next 

He needed it because he is so “led- 
bark". And perhaps Fabre 
thought though he did not say. 
that a real champion will win on 
any going, and take on any 
opposition. 

Celtic Swing another Horse of 
the Century, ducked the Derby 
and went for the French equiva¬ 
lent It was a good deosion, 
because he won it But by then, he 
had stopped bring the Horse of the 
Criitury. Behind Xaar a horse 
unmovfng and bronze; Brigadier 
Gerard. A champion who pre¬ 
ferred fast ground but still won on 
a bog at Ascot A good omen. 

Turn Df foot they call it Mean¬ 
ing dramatic acceleration. Xaar 
hung about at the back of the race, 
looking cool and led-bark, and 
virtually putting on his shades and 
lighting a fag. His jockey, Olivier 
Peslier. even had a poorish 
moment thinking he might not 

win; it was a moment shared by an 
awful lot of others. 

Then bang. Peslier showed him 
the front and Xaar took iL Just like 
that On that terrible gluepot of a 
track. Just for about one and a half 
seconds in the race. Xaar had 
wings. And so the atheists can 
carry on believing: the 2.000 
Guineas is there for the taking, 
and after that the Derby. 

Xaar is not bred for the Derby 
distance, but he is so led-bark, 
takes so little out of himself in the 
early part of the race that — well, 
we can still carry on talking about 
the Horse of the Century. 

Proust wrote mainly about dis¬ 
appointment Sodo racing writers. 
Never any surprises in raring, just 
an awful lot of disappointments: 
Stoute’s Law. as confided by 
Michad Stotite. the trainer, to this 
column. 

It wifl be no surprise if Xaar 

wins the Guineas; no surprise if he 
wins the Derby. It wont be 
surprising: it will just be amazing. 
And then the King George and the 
Arc and the Breeder's Cup and the 
Japan Cup — always a way to 
stretch hope that linle bit further, 
until it shatters into disappoint¬ 
ment. The greater the hope, the 
greater the disappointment 

Which sounds grim and glum 
and fatalistic, when h is quite the 
reverse. That’s life, we say in 
disappointment: indeed it is. Hors¬ 
es are life-affirming creatures, and 
hope is more or less a necessary 
condition of life. If wishes were 
horses, beggars would ride. But in 
racing, wishes are horses and h is 
not just jockeys and sheikhs that 
enjoy the ride. All of us with 
sporting blood in the veins will 
continue to revel in the ride aboard 
the Horse of the Century. This 
year. Every year. 

options open 
POINT-TO-POINT BY CARL EVANS 

TRYING to discover which 
horses would be in action this 
weekend was like unravelling 

$ a murder mystery yesterday. 
Heavy ground, postponed and 
rescheduled meetings and 
confusion about where the 
opposition would be in action 
led to much indecision 
among trainers. 

It is anybody’s guess at the 
likely line-up for the Lady 
Dudley Cup. one of the sea¬ 
son's highlights, at today's 
Worcestershire meeting. A 
strong field of 24 has been 
entered, but Avostar. wlio ran 
two days ago at Cheltenham, 
Double Thnller, who won last 
year's race but had a hard 
seasonal debut a week ago, 
injured Viridian and firm- 
ground specialists, Shoon 
Wind and Grimley Gale, are 
doubtful. 

That still leaves some top 
A3 horses — the all-conquering 

Heather DaJton stable could 
run Rolier or Solba, while 
Mark Jackson has Perfect 
Light or unexposed Maypole 
Fountain as possibles. Ronans 
Glen also enters calculations. 

The various diamprionships 
given to horses and riders are 
another reason why moves 
behind the scenes sometimes 
resembles a chess game. 
Solba. for instance, could try 
for the kudos of the Lady 
Dudley, but he is in contention 
for the champion horse award 
and rider Andrew Dalton has 
designs on the men's title. It 

i might therefore be in the 

interests of his stable to go to 
the North Staffordshire, 
where he could tackle an 
easier men's open race. 

Butler John, the reigning 
champion, remains the horse 
most likely to win the title but 
he stays in his box today. 
Victor Dartnall reasoning that 
there is no point in submitting 
him to a hard race at the 
Portman fixture. 

Cool Dawn, the Chelten¬ 
ham Gold Cup winner, pa¬ 
rades at this meeting and his 
owner, Dido Harding, has a 
good chance on Cardinal 
Gayle in the ladies' race, 
where Pip Jones, the women’s 
title leader, could be in opposi¬ 
tion on Warren Boy. 

Maltin' Doo, a winner cat 
the opening day of the season 
but then strode down by a 
virus, makes a welcome reap¬ 
pearance at the Bedale. His 
rider, Andrew Parker, has a 
good chance to win the men’s 
open at the Jedforest 24 hours 
later on Royal Stream. 

TODAY'S MEETINGS: Bedate at Hornby 
CasUa. S ot Catterick (Sret race 2-001, 
Bicester, Kingston Bount, Gm N of High 
VWcombe r 1.30): Dartmoor, FletePk. itSn 
E ot Ptymoifli P 00); Essex & SulWk, 
rtgham. Bm Nt of Colchester (2.00); 
Steffa. Sandon, 4m-SE of Slone 
Old Surey & Bursttw (post 
Fenfyrcft (postponed): Portman. E 
Rra, 4m WolWlmbome (2-00): Worcs. 
Chaddestey Corbett, between Broms- 
aoue-taddemiinsler (2 00). TOMOR¬ 
ROW: Cheshire finest Tabley. W ol 
KnutBkxd (200): Jedtore&L Friars Haugh, 
Wd Kelso (2.00). Ludlow. Bfiertey, 4m N 
ot UxScmi (200): Quom. Gatttvxpe, 6m E 
ot Melon Mowbray (2.15): StalntpndaJe. 
Charm Pk. 6m S ot Scaibonxnh (200); 
Tlvyside. Pantyderi. 6m W erf Nawcastie 
Eirtyn (1.00). W Somerset. Cethetaone. 
3m N d Bishops Lydaard (2.00). 

Lake Kariba seeks double 
LAKE KARIBA. trained by 
Paul Nicholls. is Hkdy to 
make a quick reappearance 
after winning the Grandhome 
Children 1st Novices’ Chase at 
Ayr yesterday. After easily 
justifying odds of 5-4 on, he 
was nominated as a probable 
starter, under a 61b penalty, in 
the Mitsubishi Handicap 
Chase at the same track this 
afternoon. 

Bellalor, withdrawn from 
the Samsung Electronics 
Scottish Champion Hurdle, 
could tackle the Chester Cup. 
his trainer. Toby Balding, 
said yesterday. “He threw up 
a low blood count so we’ve 
had to miss Ayr." Balding 
added. "It might not be a bad 
thing as the ground looks fast 
enough for him. It could even 
be good to firm tomorrow." 

RACING NEXT WEEK 

MONDAY: Brighton (flmi race. 2 00). Nottingham (2.10). Hexham (250). 

TUESDAY: Fofltfistone (2 00). Pontefract (2.15). Chepstow (2 40). 

WEDNESDAY: Radcar (2.00). Epsom (C4,2 05), Perth (2.20). TowCMter (210) 

THURSDAY: flevwtey (2.10). Fontwdi Pari*. (2 00). Perth (220) 

FRIDAY: Sendown. Park (ZQ5). CarBste (225). I215>' bxflQW l5-3°5, 
TcHinion (5 40). Warwick (5.20) 

SATURDAY: Sandown Parte f^-n^l'^e^rS^>(5w\9Won& 
Wotvertrampton (AW. 7.0Q). Mattel Rasen (2.10). Sedgefiefd (5.40J. worcssior 

(5.20). ' 

Fiat meetings in bold 

THUNDERER 
220 ShaffiShayes. 2.50 Executive Event 320 
Benzoe. 350 Nigraslne. 420 Quiet Assurance. 4.50 
Piped Abroad. 520 Thelonius. 5.50 Queen's 
Insignia. 

Newmarket Correspondent 420 Quiet Assurance. 

GOING: GOOD TO SOFT DRAW: 5F-6F, W6H BEST SIS 

2.20 RACING CHANNEL LOOTED STAKES 
(£2J535: lin 4!)(6 tunnere) 

- P Rattan 2 
5 Woods 7-9-8 _ N Day 4 

t 31-5 DOC RYAIT5 9 IPS) U Ryan 4-9-9 
2 doo- urt£Ane)F?gsbaD4jDrA: 
3 204 SmmSHfflrSianra^UnMHMleyOM A Cats* 3 
4 El52 SMART BOY IS (DjlP Cole 4 D7-CRotter6 
5 342- TMMEH172{PFD&S)KMe4-9-7— DSweeny(3)5 
G 1313 KBIANS BROGE 7 (D) A Javts 3-0-3 A Mcftrty ft 1 

3-1 Sraal Boy. 72 Trotfae. 9-2 flam Budge. 5-1 My Lund Frteas, 
MMayes. 6-1 DOB ftjWlV. 

2.50 KNAYTON CLAWING STAKES 
(2-Y-0: £2,688:5f) (9) 

ELJAVTEEM W 23- SRmmsre{7)4 
- C LowOiar (3) 5 
-M Fatal 6 

T Lucas 2 

0 EXECtmVE EVENT 23 P Hstam B-3 - 
3 THE D0NK 7 8 Rdiwtfl 9-fl- 
0 ram AMU 21 UW Estate B-1? 

MAMMAS KJ Deny DIO —--G Cater 8 
D (BRUSH 23 J Wannngte B-fl --- GPSntdnl 

DtSPOLTmJMPPCalwi 6-4-J Can13 
0 GOLDW SXY 21 N Tbtar 6-2--—_ P0mTUfcr7 

LADY ANSHAM N BycnO 7-10_SMakmayB 

134 Manias F-C. 5-1 Beatee Evert. 7-1 Bodbn Ana. B-l Die On*. Lady 
Amftan, 10-1 DLspol Truro. 12-1 EJ Jaytee. Golden Sty. 14-1 UUktrtL 

3.20 THOMAS LORD HANDICAP (£7,772:51) (21) 
1 330- PRINCE DOW 220 (Dr^) M Ittete 4-10-6-J Canal 12 
2 5320 ZE6YS DANCER 22 (Dr^3E Atom 7-9-11 .. P RoUmn 3 

60-2 LORDHCHADHRAL23fflAS)MH-Bfe 10+10 DOUBTFUL2 
4450 BRUUL FANTASY22 PfjG) 3 Eyn 4-9-9-HUn*i!7 
20-0 SOUSECOMC9(COraSDOteXBi6-9-9 AttQnlwpH 
BM LASOnWRAI016 (VJ)JAS)R mats 64-8 M Tcrodl 19 
00-0 TREASURE TOUCH 18 (CDjF.5) D NttiOttS 4-9-7 AlBt&e»es1 
404 MAfflDNMOSS ID (D/S) TLtarty 34-5 .... DFtafend 13 

--D0apra7-94 Afttoae^ 
PC0M344 DamnMoDflt(3) 16 

5-9-0-T 6 Udjujtim 5 

1430 RHWUSTAftf 351 
155- MAHTIJS PRDE17 
21-0 AFAAN23 | 

12 004 YOUNG f 
13 OS2 9NMD9J 
14 DOO 
15 DOO BENZOE 10 I 

14-9-0 ... D1 

i 1.0 (DJ.&S) N Tloktat 5-8-12_ttraTUkr 10 
- rfemsdanOB-U_J Fame7 . _ lotcw.&aitoJi 

16 DOO SWAN AT UMUJEV K) (DAS) 6 fitwy 6-8-9_OPeasZO 
17 0R1- ARUM 163 flLSJJ Baiy 3*5—.CLMtev (3) 6 
16 00-0 nUM LAD 18 BF.S) J J tt*w 4-64-J low 16 
19 -ODD 9NYNF0RDDREAM23ffij.6)JKetaan5-6-3 LCtonuEkll 
20 214- P0U.YGOLKSfTLY 162(B.D.5)MBtataan)5-8-2 MeStBOnU 
21 1004 SUE ME 5 (S) D McMls 6-6-0  --F Norton 21 

13-2 Swtao, 7-1 lags d toav. Alan. 6-1 ZotO^ Dover, Mart* Moss. A^n. 
1M UnsM Touts, See Mb, 12-1 nttvn._ 

3.50 MICHAEL FOSTER MEMORIAL CONDITIONS 
STAKES (£6,184:6f)(8) 

Meeton 4-6-12_MTtfXtiM 
l*jJRa*edtn4-9-0 JFarttnl 

AStSPaliiogW-O-TStnlaS 
_  R Km* 5-8®.Dan O'Mart a 
124- DOtBLE ACTION 1?6 (CJLG3) T Efstaty 4-9-0 . LCtamoek2 
m RRE DO* 23 flXaSID W<Mb 69-6-Alex Grams 5 

7 03-6 MGRASW2lJVJLFjaJE«4-9-fl-TVMntsA 
8 434- vanURECAmAUSIlOa(CDi^DNkMbDDO FNorton7 

3-1 Tartu, 7-2 BtsMys Court. 9-2 Cananaa. SI DoUNe Acta. 7-1 MoBsha. 
ID! Cayman Ka, veron Capital 1st. 1D1 Hre Dona 

042 CARRAMTA5 (BF, 
OSS- CAYMAN KAI 274 

4.20 THIRSK CLASSIC TRIAL CONDITIONS 
STAKES (3-Y-O: £9.064:1m) (6) 

I (ELSJJI Jrtmui D5-- 
CE175 S) E Durtro 9-D .— 

D HoUQd 5 
. GCaar3 
M Roberts 2 

1 4D1 SHARP PLAY 10 
2 215- DUET ASSURANCE 
3 0D1 RIDGEWAY 11 B.S) S WrtOQ 9-0 
4 600- RLEY DREG 202 (F.S) W KmpDIS-J Carol 1 
5 D1 KK6 SLAY® 17 (S) B Srtal D1T..JStedtB 
6 22-2 FWUX 23 (V)B Hits Dll  -PalEdduy4 

B-40MIAmnNC.D1 RMgMay. Pmfe 9-2 Snap Play. 12-1 Nng Skyer. 14-1 
FBeyBn® 

4.50 BYLAND MAIDEN STAKES 
pvt £2338:7f) (11) 

4530 AJNAD 38 R Unfei 4-D10 . T G McLauQhiQ 2 
04D KAHEY GODDESS 262 R AnraMag 5-D10-R Price 6 
00D SPARXLIG HARRY 173 I6ss L Stoa 4-9-10 T Skktal (7) 1 
DSD VOETTESAB0148TEBiarnrtn4-9-7-ACutax7 

myS+ii.. 00D KTROfT HTY184 J Beny i 
-336 HAPPY WAIOBER 90 P Hasten) 3-D11 
58D PPED ABOARD 162 J Dtfltop DD11 
ODD B0LLM ANN 213 T Estate 3-6-6- 
-533 CMAMBJ 19 B) Ws L SUX* D8-8 — 
454 SALJG0 16 H Montaoe 3-8-6_ 
0-62 SEA HG 94 T Batten 3-8-6 ———— 

S Mrtomy 3 
P Goode (7) 11 

G Cater 9 
.. LChamodtlO 
_ DaneOlUS 
-C Rotter 5 
-J Canal 4 

7-2 Plead AinnL D1 Sn Hr. 11-2 CtaedL 7-1 BoSn An. Saago. D1 Kailey 
fioflUasa, Hwy waodfcfer, 1D1 oflm._ 

5.20 BYLAND MAIDBI STAKES 
Pv II: £2^20:71) (10) 

4355 BARITONE 2S 
60-3 BARROWH 

6 KaDtaael 4-D1D— P FmdedelS (7) 10 
15 PR G HrtOS 4-D10-U Rotate 5 

0080 ONE SHOT 71 (H1MHW5-D10 —_— Da* trtMB 2 
DOS- HEY UP MATT: 202 J Bony 3-D 11-— CLotaerO) 
0-02 PORCaUN014 K Bute 3D11-D EMemy p) 

T 
. . .3 

3-Dll_R Patent B 
J FotaflB 

65-0 ORY UGfflMNG 21 U Bed 3-8-8-M Fatal 4 
634- FRtSXY LADY 2B7 T Eos*** M4-LCbanoA7 
OOD WILDULLY179MRyan3-6-6 —--PRot*lSOo9 

255- THU0MUS209JG 
OOD TORSO 210 MraJ 

4-1 Dry UoMnka 5-1 Baron Creek. Frtste Latte. 11-2TheknkH. 7-1 Tooo. B-l 
Hey Up Mile, ipi Bataw, WM LBy, 12-1 afea._ 

5.50 LEVY BOARD HANDICAP (£3,762:1m) (14) 
1 D41 CASHMERE LADY 26 (CD.F£) J Eyte D104)-0 Peas 5 
2 50D SAFFRON ROSE 232 (DAS) MBtertml 4-1M. Dale GBSH 1 
3 42D MOUCRE IBS (HUa J fcnuttfl44-13-JFntrtl 
4 54D CHNABSVtY M Brttefo 4-9-11-J Can-rtf 2 
5 453- FLOW BY 1S7 ff) J Drokp 3-9-5..3 Cater 6 
6 ODO A5T VtS7rWS 32 (6) B Hrtwy 4-8-4-M Rotate ID 
I 0000 FALLS OHOIE5S 9 (SlK Bute 4-8-11--- JF Efiai 11 
6 4D2 DUrarSMSOflA ifi^.G^DAittaeal 54-10. CRrtkr 13 
9 AID SWST BET15C 338 K Burte 4-64-DSaranoy (3) 7 

10 SD! SHEET PAT0QW 15 B Kanluy 4-6-B-J Steal 14 
II 624- UARSKEMACIM 156(GLS)HTtekfer3-66 _ KtaiHoUertt 
12 40D t*SS MAMSHTEET(F) JJ(Men3-8-2_ GDrtWdB 
13 4022 DANCMG0BTMY11 05)HBaSeanD7-11 LQBmck3 
>4 0(5- SEENT YELLS 352 J J Quon 4-7-10-DUentagh (7)4 

4-1 Ron By. 5-1 dsrtnea Lady- 6-T MatcTO. 7-1 Queea1: Myb Di Daidng 
Danqi. iDl Satan Rose, use Man Steel IM Mx. 

COURSE SPECIALISTS 
IHRSK Inters: B Mils, 7 ertnwa tram 16 nenec. 433V J 
Dunlop, 8 him 24. 313%: M Belt 3 ktm 15. 20.0V B Hartavy. 4 
from 20. 2O0V M JabSOrt. 16 km 64, 190V JOCKEYS: M 
Fata. 4 whrac Iran 13 rtts. MBV D H®wL 7 tarn 24.292V. 
Paul Eddoy. 6 from 29.20.7V G DIMM. 15 kom 76.19.7V 

BANGOR: Trafnax R Barts. 3 tames ton 5 tuners. 60.0V M 
Pe*. 26 ton 84.310V P HoOdS. 8 ton 27. 29l6V D tftttsoi. 14 
kom 49.26.6V 0 Swwood, 5 ton 21.73M. JOCKEYS R Bms. 
3 tanas tan 6 tides. 50.0%, W Haste. 9 ton 50. 18.0V G 
Tonroy. 3 ton 17.176V Orty qroEflers. 

WOLVERHAMPTON: Tratonc P Ecdes. 9 (tan ton 23 tones. 
21 7%. R WMatre, 3 ton 15.20J1V J Psttce, 14 kom 80.175V N 
TMder. 7 ton 46.152V J tan. 47 tod 315.14m Jockeys: D 
Holland. 33 tamos kom 152 rides. 21.7%. J Mm. 62 ton 294. 
21.1V 0 Sweeney. 14 ton 88,15.9V A McCarthy. 16 ton 106, 
1S.1V C Lotae. 13 ton 92.14.1V 

YESTERDAY'S RESULTS 

Ayr 
Going: good 
ZOO tan hda) 1. Kadou Nonantta (J A 
McCarthy. 13-8 lav): 2. Premw Cnt (7-11: 
3. Justin Mac {7-41. 5 ran 1«L VU O 
Sherwood. W Q70; C120, C2B0 DP 
C4 TO CSF- C10.TD 

230 Om chi 1. Lake Kariba [T J Murphy. 
4-5 2. wafcjt March jDI). 3. ZatotS 
(7-2) 4 ran NR- JucScfcaus Ntxrrtan. 8. S. P 
NtSoftTrote El 80. DF. £2.30. CSF: 
£3.04. 
a« On fit ndle) j, Mt_Smartte (N 
Wlfcnwjn. Party C6-7):3, 
Martborough [11-4) Lcrd Ol The FOwer 2-1 
ITsSnfci i«- Of**** 
£Z60, El 70, Cl.tO DF: £3350 Too- 
£21.00. CSF'C80 03. 

330 cam 4( chl 1. Colonel In Chief (P 
Carbarv, 3-1). 2. Corston Joker (3-1 fay), 
r^knawfi WBwim 41 fe 
HtPtenic tote: B) 70; £2 70. El 40, £1.10, 
DPDSVCSP E2S.00- TikafiL £101.55. 

4J50 (2m ffl hdM 1. £ 
Wyor, 11-4); 2, Zancfaf (3-1 faw): 3, 

Runaway Pete (8-1). 5 ran NR- Andranaa 
21. 101 J Jotferson Toib £360: £1.90, 
El JO. OF £3.60. CSF- £7 52 
430 (3m 3t 110yO eti) 1, Jtgtkne (Mr M 
Bradbune. evans lav]. 2. Howyman (5-1). 
3, Tartan TcadawkidS 19-1). a ran. 107.1 Jsf. 
J Hughes. Tote- £180: £1 lO.EI.BO.D 6Q 
DFVaflO. CSF: £5.44. 

5.00 (2m 41 hcSel l. Skrtwise (L Wytr. 
• 1D1): 2. VantSan (S-l): 3. Lord York (3-1 
tavt Bran.Haa TEasieroy Tote. EKL50. 
natL £240. £130 DF: £53.1 a CSF: 
£52-51. TnasL £17031. 
Pleeepoc £11J50. Ouadpoc EW0. 

thirsk 
Going; good 10 COk 

220 (1m) 1, Threo For A Pound (J 
Fortune. 13-2);2.Rni£i«iB(2&'1).3.LBBal 
tesuo (12-1). 4.1 Cart Ftemamber (i 1*1). 
Time Ot MgN D2 lav. 18 tan 2«l. 3M. J 
Qtovor Tote- £8,80; £200. £840. £6.60. 
£2^0. DF £230 TO. Trio-nol won (pod Ot 
£1.15039 canted terwerd to 413 Ayr 
today). CSF, C17B34. TricasL E12952& 

2J5D (7T) i, Night-Qf Glass (D Holland, 

11-2); 2, Davie Ftacfc (9-1): 3, Grey King- 
dom(3-l lav) 15 m. Ml What Happened 
Waa 2>41. WI J Eyre. Tote £680. £120. 
£330. £150 DF: £2900. Tno £3540 
CSF CS?81 Trtcast £17661 
320 (1m 4|) 1. Sbayq U Conolt. 8-41; 2, 
BM Kaldaun (13-B <avA; 3, Speater's Oiaa 
(M). B ran. 5i. 12. J Dunlop Tote: £3 10: 
£1.10. £120, £1.10. OF- £3* CSF:£6JJ4. 
3JS0 (51) 1, Ka3taway (CLowher. frl); 2. 
Bose's Tieaaure B-l); 3. Westwood view 
(33-1) Calando 4-7 tav. 11 ran. hi. II. J 
Berry. Toie £5.70. £180. El M, £4.40. DF: 
Eiaia Trb £88 JO. CSF: £31.48. 
4.20 (5Q1, Daawo (S D WHoma. 7-11:2, 
JenneDe P-4 tev): 3. Double Oscar (11-3). 
7 raa Sh 1*1. WL J Gkm Tota £960; 
£300. £150. DF' £860 CSF' £16 19 
4J50I6A i, bland Race (DHarbor. IM): 
Z Prime Hand (7-3). 3. Nudear Debate 
&a. Dfl 6*4 law. 17 ran Wl. rk. J Fanah- 
aw. Tote' £2140. £5 40. £1 80. £250 OF. 
ESI-B0 Trio £8090 CSF:£5503. 
Ptacepot EH3J50. Ouadpot £12^0. 

□ Yesterday's meeting at Newbury was 
abandoned oecauM a waterioggteg. 

THUNDERER 
2.10 Bufldar Boy. 2.40 Merger Mania. 3.10 Centaur 
Express. 3.45 Winter Rose. 4.15 Bendor Mark. 4,45 
Braes Of Mar. 5.15 Ctub Caribbean. 

Carl Evans: 2.40 Merger Mania. 4.45 CaBerose. 

GOING: S0n (HEAVY IN PLACES) SIS 

2.10 NOFTTH WEST RACING CLUB NOVICES 
HURDLE (£2,990:2m 4f) (15 runners) 

... 1*0 Balms (7) DIP KRSCUFFE 30 (S) 0 Stanood Dll -6 
245P KJIDSIBOY 15SBrooteta*Dim_XAtqwtl3) 
-445 CBfTO 28 (B) Mm S WNUnc D11-0_ S UcNta 

wolf: Off GREAT WOLF38TRW D11-0_tayL< 
FBE COIKS TROUBLE Jotn Barry 7-11-6_LteptUpJ 

00 JU5TVKEAL0IC35DMchobon6-11-0_ RThonta 
OOS LAJCHFORO 113 J UNKans D11-0 ... E Hasten)! 0) 

43 flaeiARDT 26(B) LLtoyd-Jeros 5-11-0. M H Hjughton (5} 
DOO TlffiR BRIGHT 14 MWID11-0_JMogtatl(7) 

10 2m TRSIALLT 18 T Footer 7-11-0_SWymt 
Jl ffffl TWO LOROS ID Htewa# Dll-0_PNerteyO) 
12 -004 WE8TCQAST24 (B) MTjte 7-11-0_W ttosmi 
13 34) BE MY ROMANY 131 JR HogKS D10-9_D Gafagta 
14 -POP D0NNRUA134 ®) F Jorttan 7-ID9___D Byrne 
15 WF1 SPTWT UP 11 (BJR M Pipe 4-1D7_J Evans 

Di Spirt Up. 5-1 Staler Boy. Di TrwnaflL 7-1 LatcMonL 8-1 Justice Akmt 
Rertan*. 10-1 KitscWe, 12-1 otfm. 

2.40 OVERTON OPEN HUNTERS CHASE 
(Amateurs: El .648:2m 4f 110yd) (5) 

1 42F3 ANDERMATT 4 (CD.&S) j Mactatl 11-12-7 . J R Cdnwal 171 
2 -56U CHOKY POT 2IP fiMLF.G^ B Pimh 1D1I-0 . H Etajrart (7) 
3 71-U FARDR0SS15(G)PEcdes 12-12-0-CS&m(n 
4 PDIF ACR8ER MAMA 24 (S^J S Fbok D12-Q.DMrtd(7) 
5 -Off SR-ELE 62P (F) D Mnboe 1D12-0-N Kent (7) 

5-4 Maper Man. 9-4 Amcnm 3-1 Faitos. IDl Oaky to. 50-1 Sw-EWt 

3.10 MOTOR NEURONE DISEASE ASSOCIATION 
NOVICES CHASE (£4.221:2m If 110yd) (5) 

1 U441 AMBLESDE 16 (VS) 1*5 S WHSaiE 7-11-6- S UcNta 
2 12F3 CENTAUR EXfftSS 5 (CO.ELS) A State DI1-6 RTtoiWn 
3 P532 DESERT CALM 24 DMcCteiD11-0_SWyfltia 
4 2044 HAWKFELD 44 (BF5) P UtOtB 9-11-0_UrRHUrof(7) 
5 3465 PRUSSIA 25 (FJWCby 7-11-0_GTonney 

15-8 CentM Etooss. M Atuksrte. 7-2 Pnssa. 7-1 HnkfekL B-l Cesorl 
can. 

3.45 LEX COMMERCIALS HANDICAP HURDLE 
(£3,615:3m) (7) 

1 4430 SLLARS STALKER 60 (F&S) Me State* 1D-1T-10 WUarete 
2 B340 n.VWSGUMen7 9].5)DlfectrtB)nMi-7-Rltanta 
3 0P1P BAMH VfiN 21 (CLS) C Bute 7-11-3__ . M Berry (5) 
4 4-PC ALLOW 10 (US) 8 UeneUtti 7-10-10__ . S Wytne 
5 P056 venva4tV.4S)Jtotfc7-1D5._ -JCutoy 
8 2553 1MflBtR0SE14ffl.S)l6ssPMMfc7-iD2 - KMort{7) 
7 0100 UR CHSSTS 25 Ife, L S4SaA 6-10-1 U Foster 

11-4 Alto*. 7-2 Mr Ctvtste. 4-1 Ffano Gunter. IWmer Rose. Di 8am Vta. 12-1 
Sites Safe 2D 1 toywl 

4.15 MALPAS HANDICAP CHASE 
(£5,016:3m 110yd) (5) 

1 PP1P PARSONS BOY 5JC0.GLS) G Rktatrts D1Z-0.— ECafa^rti 
2 PfSP EMBOURE SO IF.95) P Hsebs 12-11-2-6 Tonroy 
3 -3PF BEMMR MARK 16 (Dj) M Mtason 9-10-8 „ W Marten 
4 4P30 OLIVER'S SECRET 31 (SM Pipe DIDO_J E«E 
5 1/25 DOROBO 42 (VflFJ).65j T Fodef 1D1D0_R Thornton 

5-2 tosiB Boy. 11-4 Ohm's Seam. 7-2 taebo. 4-1 Bendor Mar*. DI 
EfUtniQ. 

4.45 JANE MCALP1NE MEMORIAL HUNTERS 
CHASE (Amateurs: £1.690:3m 110yd) (5) 

1 D12 ERAES(FMAH ISJDFAS)NHsopKan6-12-4 WMd£non0 
2 1643 MGMMY RVE 2 n»5) lady torta 1H2-4 tea E Jans 17) 
3 -656 ATILE21P(DAB tone9-12-0-H Epbgme (7) 
4 /FI- CALLBWSE 3®> (DAS) R Be« 11-12-0 .R Beta 0 
5 14-P RQSKE0J BRIDGE 21P ®.S) P5WI 7 12-0- N Kent (7) 
E 3213 SHEER ABILITY 13P (0,$) R Oosby 12-12-0 tSss F HafleM 0 

4-6 Braes Or Mar. Di ttigtwav Fo*. 13-2 Shea Afiirty. 7-1 Cteerase. iDt 
Radeen Btldoe. 2D1 Afflc 

5.15 CROSS LANES HOTEL HAfflHCAP HURDLE 
(£2,970:2m II) (10) 

1 4221 PCMUE SECRET 25 fflJULB) U Pee Dll-10-JEtaU 
2 PffD TANSEEQ 5 (V.C0,6^) M Iteagbrn 7-11-2-D Byrne 
i 1368 RNBIBAI1K ^KE 24 (C0JU3 HI CtH 7-11-0 ... 6 Toratey 
4 6236 WARRLM 7 C Fdrtwt 4 10-13- .. J Catatfte 
5 1F®1 SEN ML HABEB 24 ri)j)D McCakt 7-1D11 - . SWym 
E PSP AL120 S Brodtdiw 7-10-9-XAbpanr(3) 
7 -501 SYLVESTER 18 (D.B) MES A Ehoyfl D1D7_R TtontS 
8 0431 CROMABOOCROWN 10 (G) P Bean 7-1D7 . WWUtoqte 
9 D15 CLUB CARIBBEAN 150 (DF) P HDUtS D1D6 IkRWUKrfT) 

10 3IP- RBSTBEE409(F) F Jontet 7-10-4_... R'arrtrt 

4-1 EBanaiHaett,D2CUtCiUean, Di Sytveaer.Di PBmmSean 13-2 
CtnnatnoQnMn,D1 RMflaaRtco,WanttilD1 dtes 

• i 

THUNDERER 
7.00 Petoskin. 7.30 Elite He 5. 8.00 Tallulah Belle. lope. B.L 
8.30 Cheek To Cheek. 9.00 Consultant 950 Rise 'N 
Shine. 

GOING: STANDARD DRAW: NO ADVANTAGE 

7.00 ACROPOLIS HANDICAP 
(£2,954:2m 46yd) (13 runners) 

1 2102 PRIVATE DESPATCH 12 (S) M Quinn 6-lDD ... A Whelm 12 
2 0403 PETQSHN 28 WBF.CD.F5) J ftatre 6-9-13 ... A PoS (5) 1 
3 10-0 5HQ0USTRUST 11 (F) Mn L JMJ1D9-8 DVfitoms(7)11 
4 3343 TIC CAN TELL 14 (9) fl Judes 4-9-8. PDee{5)5 
5 402- BEHMO THE SCEWS 259 (S) CCyas 4-9-8. . D HoAanC 3 
G 4361 SffiNBJ ANO SEALH114 (RCtnCCwrer 4+13 J Weaver 10 
7 0310 CARROLLS MARC 11 ICDF.G1 to Motel I0-D9 

Dean MdUtown 7 
B D20 DULAS BAY 5J M W Eastnbr 44-5.G Parkin 8 
9 2300 MUAVTTA23J5Moora4-8-4. PPUuphy(3)4 

10 SOD EHLKMG59J (G) >MdlH D6-4.JQnrtl 6 
11 OOD RAUBOTANGO lOJBCamMge4-7-10.NAtUtro2 
12 3EF5 DUNSTON DUR6AM I2N Lnroden 4-7-1D .. AMdn6sm9 
n 0050 KARADB114 n HaUntemd 4-7-tO .. . A McCsttiv pj 13 

9-2 biles Bay. DI Sknrt AM Sealed. M PMotekn. Tire Can Tefl. ErtUnp. Di 
Pnae Despacti. Betod The Scenes. iB-i otnee 

7.30 TROJAN HORSE CLAIMING STAKES 
|£2.215:7f)(12) 

1 1315 ITALIAN SYMPHONY 45 (V.CD1 P Ivans i -9-9 A McCattfty ft 3 
4612 ajlE HOPE 2UBF.CD.GJ N rnba 6-D5 Dean McKetnm 10 

3 3002 U-ND-HARHY 12 (DF) B Hdftiaread 5-9-5 .. . F Lynch 12 
4 /DO- DStSERA 14J (Bj J Siwft 9-9-4._.. VStBrty6 
5 000- SPLASHED 326 P Fata 4-9-1.TSprateB 
6 5-03 SMART GUEST 11 (F.G^) B Slaw 69-2 . R BnStajKf (7) 11 
7 OOD BARBRAUEN 20J Mr, L Jmll 6-DO ... . D Wttais (7) ? 
6 5(H) FAHYSURE21 (F) N Bmv 5-613..NCarfctaJ 
9 000- JNGOST 290 IB.G1 J 4 Hane 4-0-1J_ P Rntos (3) 9 

10 6550 OVER THE MOON 7 Ji Unraoaen 4-6-12 . ... _ AWhetetS 
1) -005 DOUBLE APPEAL 14 (V) Mr: 6 Rees 3D2 . . .. AlftcJayl 
12 D RJBffiRUSOBET 327 Mist * fltietwwe 3D2 - - . J Mm 7 

11-4 Efle tape. 7-2 bkan Symplon. 4-1 im-Harry, 11-2 Smart Gue9. DI 
Fahty Sue. IM C«o The Mren. 2M ^tehed. 25-1 otecn 

8.00 JOAN CHALK MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
(£3.720; 1m 1179yd) (11) 

1 6D2 SPACE RACE 14 (Sj C Cyw 4-9-12_D Htaand 11 
2 0115 BE WAHNED 12 (V.CDJ.G1 J Peace 7-9-17 . A Pol ft 6 
3 -360 BARDCM HLL BOY 3 (CDF) B Ftadwv DD11 N Patted (7) 5 
4 1561 SUALTACH14 (CD.F^) R taAkctiead D9-10 AMcCartbyftl 
5 OOD SPARKY 59J (B.F) M W EJrterbr 4-9-7. 6P3UU14 
6 2102 DATENO 1? (V) Ur. U Uatafey DD13 . P McCtee ft ? 

’ 7 201- TALLULAH KLiE 172 (CD.F) N LSrmftn 5D11 J Weaver 7 
6 0203 MUTAHADETH 67 (HI D Stas 4-8-8. J Ftoteg 10 
9 D65 LAW DAfEmit (CDlTIMIs 5-7-13.J tetan B 

ID 0340 SOURfS OCCASION 2SJ (Bl R Cute DM3 JLomS 
11 0611 SAKHAROV 7 ICDF.Gi P Foies 9-7-12-R total ft 3 

Dr Steam. Di Space Race. IDS SiakadL 7-t Be WamH. idUte Beta 
toteatah. ID? Baron HR Boy DI Dirts. 

8.30 BRINDLEY HONDA MAIDEN STAKES 
(£3.785:1m 40 (11) 

1 60-0 SPARTAN HEARTBEAT 22 JO Shea 5-9-13 A McCarty ft 8 
2 WINNfffi TOWN 16J P Fatten DD13_ Ttaate5 
3 44-0 DA7KA 21 (V) A Camctod 4-D12___M Fenton 10 
4 54 REVffljmON 10 R Wllonrs 4-D12_S WNtMteh 3 
5 DO SHRTY 16T01(4-9-12_ NCtastel 
6 THJiAR 31J J Ctanan 4-D1? __VSbderyll 
7 WHAT THE DEVB. 79J J Smut DM_C Teaate ft 7 
B 365- CHEBC TO CHEEK IBS C Crrej 4-9-7.. JWarer 6 
9 07 RtSSAfiA 518 I Wall 4-9-7_G PaUn4 

10 003- GENBtAL M0NCK 170 B Hanhry 3-D7_DHotateS 
11 P1PU1 to; G Rees 3-8-2_AMadoy9 

1D-11 Genenl Morel 11-2 RmMion. Cheek To DtEta 13-2 Spate HrathaL 
1D1 FtWA 3>-< Danka. Smny. Tetms. ?D1 tdran. 

9.00 PEGASUS SELLING STAKES 
(2-Y-O: £1,953:5f) (7) 

BM ALMOOJD Was K Whrttausr DTI _ 
3 CONSULTANT 11 (BF1 N LAimtei Dll 

01 LADY CARBR0N II (CD) J Betty Dll 
WELSH ASSEMBLY G EittuN Dll _ 

6 BEEANTB 19WCMTunerD6_ 
MUMCY D Sloe D6 . . 
TARA A Mim 8-6 __ 

-J (Udt 5 
— J Weavers 

C Lowlier (3) 4 
A McCarthy ft 7 
DSneneyft 2 
... J Fating 3 
. Uartn Dwyer T 

a-5 tarty Ctaon. 5-2 Conaflta TD1 Bsaztee. Tara. 14-1 Mrtta. 2D1 Wktei 
AuanUv. 33-1 Bln Atoufkl 

9.30 PARTHENON HANDICAP (£2.469.50 (11) 
1 45D PEOCATD2331 |RW«anE.4-l(W) 0GiKMb(3) 10 
- 2302 AUA2 II iCDSt Un N Uacjulet 84-12 „ P McCtee ft 1 
3 3236 RISF'NSHME 19 (BF.D) C Cyzcr 4-D9 . . jSteawra 
4 00-0 BCTDNPARK 21 ft Ltwrertwl 4^-3 ...._"'ctawtft 5 
5 UD4 RtWUWDSONSSrl£)21 kCnnertont5-D2 . . MfatoB 
G 0503 MKYS GRAB HIRE B (BJ3JF.GI K boy &-D1 MartnW2 
7 005- OAMSLKCHCK159JBbdvilia L__ 
B 4308 GENERAL EQUATOR 32 (B.C01 J BaHmg DD12 mS?V| 
9 6B33 5TATTMHK lift 0 <tom D8-11 ....... 

10 3420 WtOBISBIlM |6)WBrtstMimeS-D11 7MeCarfclS7 
11 OSSa B0JTY11 ITO.F.G) B Sugn D7-1T tafltog § J 

P'Qaq.tellStene.id?GenralEiuttna-i 
hay's Grat) HUE. 10-1 Rntetaens SU. CbttteClKi. 1W 



BOXING 

Hamed in 
no mood 

for lengthy 
struggle 
BySrikumak Sen 

BOX] NG CORRESPONDENT 

TWO of boxing’s most colour¬ 
ful characters. Naseem 
Hamed and Chris Eubank, 
vie for attention at the Nynex 
Arena. Manchester, tonight. 
Hamed defends his World 
Boxing Organisation (WBO) 
featherweight title against 
WUfredo Vazquez, of Puerto 
Rico, while Eubank cries to 
become champion again by 
challenging Carl Thompson, 
of Manchester, for the WBO 
cruiserweight crown. 

Hamed should make the 
bigger impression because he 
can keep the crowd in a high 
state of excitement by capping 
his spectacular entrance with 
a knockout Eubank, on the 
other hand, will have to get 
down to serious work to 
outsmart Thompson. 

Hamed's opponent is a for¬ 
mer World Boxing Association 
(WBA) champion. He is very 
experienced but, at 37, secur¬ 
ing his future financially is the 
most important consideration. 
When ordered by the WBA to 
defend against Antonio 
Germeno. Vazquez preferred 
to go for the money that Frank 
Warren, the promoter, offered 
him to challenge Hamed. who 
says: “III stop him in two 
rounds. His time is gone, but 
mine is coming up." 

Certainly, in his previous 
bout, against Genaro Rios, 
Vazquez looked weary and 
flat-footed. It is unlikely that 
he will survive the first big 
punch Hamed lands. 

Eubank is superior to 
Thompson in every way except 
size. That, however, could 
prove crucial. Thompson hits 
harder than Joe Calzaghe and 
if the Welshman could floor 
Eubank. Thompson should be 
able to as well. 

Herbie Hide’s defence of his 
WBO heavyweight title 
against one Damon Reed, 
from Kansas, a little-known 
cruiserweight. only serves to 
confirm the view that some 
WBO titles are not worth 
holding. 

TV: Sky Best Office 3. 9pm Further 
Information: 0390 800688 

GOLF: IRISH VETERAN PRODUCES BRILLIANT ROUND TO LEAD CANNES OPEN 

O’Connor brings experience to bear 
From Mel Webb 

in Cannes 

THE young bucks strained to 
.make a name for themselves 
in the second round of the 
Cannes Open yesterday, but 
found they were upstaged by 
a greybeard who was a profes¬ 
sional golfer before some of 
them were bom. Christy 
O'Connor Jr is. by a distance; 
the oldest man in the field, but 
his performance proved that 
there is no room for ageism 
on the PGA European Tour 
today. 

O’Connor wiD pass the half- 
century mark on August 19. 
the day before the Smnrfit 
European Open starts at the 
K Club, near Dublin. Before 
then, he has some valedictory 
calls to make around the golf 
courses of Europe as he 
prepares to start a second 
career as a player on the 
senior tours of Europe and 
the United States. 

Lee Trevino it was who 
dubbed his fellow veterans 
“round-beHies". and O'Con¬ 
nor fits the description per¬ 
fectly. His silhouette is 
comfortable rather than sleek, 
but the corporation he carries 
before him these days did not 
stop him from playing the golf 
of a man half his age. 

He had a 64 to reach the 
halfway point in 156. good 
enough to lead the tourna¬ 
ment by a shot from Santiago 
Luna, with Mark Davis and a 
trio of tyros — Stephen Allan. 
Pierre Fulke and David Hig¬ 
gins — a further stroke bade 

SCORES 

EARLY LEADERS AFTER TWO 
ROUNDS (GB and ire uniass sized). 
136: C O'Connor Jr 73. 6* 137: 5 
Lufia (Sp) 69. 68. 138: P Fulke (Swel 
73.65.0 Wggins 69. SB; S AFsn (Ata) 
71. 67. 139: P Lfinard (AuS) 68. 71 
140: P Pries 74.66; T Gtfts fUS) 73.67. 
141: J Singh (Inda) 67. 74; S Stfuvrei 
(Geri 69.72. J Lomas 71.70. P Sjotend 
Owe) 72, 69, A Sherborne 73. 68: S 
Webster 70.71 142: J Townsend (USi 
70. 72. D Chopra (Swe) 69. 73. M 
Mouland 71. 71; D Lynn 67. 75: R 
Jacquelh (FrJ 69. 73: R Alfenby (AuS) 
67.75. 

Higgins, playing a long iron yesterday, gave best to a more senior Irishman 

O’Connor may run out of 
steam over die weekend, but it 
is doubtful if anybody will 
assemble a better round than 
the one he produced yester¬ 
day. He had nine birdies, ten 
single putts and only 25 putts 
in all as he rekindled memo¬ 
ries of that great day at The 
Belfry in 1989, when be hit the 

two-iron that brought Fred 
Couples to his knees in the 
key singles match on the final 
day of the Ryder Cup. The 
famous dub has been miss¬ 
ing, presumed dead, for years, 
since O’Connor's car was 
stolen in Newcastle in 1990. 

Talking about the cher¬ 
ished dub still makes O’Con¬ 

nor maudlin, but there were 
no negative thoughts in his 
head as he burnt a trail round 
the tricky Royal Mougins 
course, the greens of which 
the veteran Irishman com¬ 
pared to those at Augusta 
NationaL 

Nobody with a scintilla of 
working grey matter would 

claim that Royal Mougins 
deserves to be mentioned in 
the same lifetime, let alone the 
same breath, as Augusta, but 
it was easy to understand 
what O’Connor was talking 
about The greens here are 
heavily contoured and fast — 
put die ball above the hole 
with your approach and be 
prepared to traipse into three- 
putt country. 

Only once was O’Connor 
ensnared. At the 9th. the wind 
that has bedevilled the entire 
tournament suddenly 
changed direction and blew 
his ball 20 yards past the hole 
and onto the top plateau of the 
two-tiered green. The result¬ 
ing trio of putts brought about 
one of only two bogeys. 

O’Connor says he is using 
his last few months as a 
fortysomething to keep in 
trim for his big adventure. He 
might last the pace this week; 
more likely, be wfll not 
Whatever happens, it was 
pleasant to see the boys pot in 
their place by an old master. 

HOCKEY 

England sweep Wales aside 
ENGLAND crushed Wales 6-1 in their 
opening match of the Four Nations 
Tournament at Southgate Hockey 
Centre (Sydney Frisian writes). 

They opened the scoring when Giles 
converted a 14th minute short comer, 
but Wales responded nine minutes 
later with a goal from Hacker. 

England, however, put more pres¬ 
sure on the Welsh defence and Wallis 
finished off a right wing move by 
driving a superb shot into the net. By 
half-time England had earned six short 
comers, one of which led to a penalty 
stroke, but Garcia put his shot over die 
top. 

Garcia, however, made amends 
early in the second half by converting a 
short comer to put England 5-1 ahead 
and further goals followed from Wyatt. 
Giles and Woods. 

Scotland had earlier recovered from 
a 2-0 deficit to beat FYance 4-2. Webster 
converting three short comers and 
Forsythe adding the fourth in the 63rd 
minute. 
ENGLAND: O Lucies. J Wyatt. B Garrard, J Hate. W 
Waugh, D Woods, J Pttcocfc. J Lae. B Siarpe. R Garcia. 
N Thompson Subs used. J Wafts, C Ges, M Peon. 
WALES: C Ashcroft: P Edwards. M WiHarrow. A 
Canuthera, A Cdclouah, T Moore. D Hacker. O Griffith- 
Jones. I Hughes-Rowtands. R MoMwm. S Organ. 
used: G Terror, A Gcxxtonocgh G Egan 
Umpires: A Bustos (Spain) and A Mar (Scotland] 

TENNIS 

Henman lets chance slip 
TIM HENMAN let slip a golden 
opportunity to win his third career title 
when he was beaten by Jan-Michael 
Gambfll. of the United States, in the 
quarter-finals of the Japan Open in 
Tokyo yesterday (Julian Muscat 
writes). 

Henman, the No 3 seed, found 
Gam bill’s unusual style difficult to 
counter. Gambill employs two hands 
on the racket on both wings, and 
Henman stmggled to find a weakness 
in Gambillarmoury. He probed in 
vain, the American prevailing 6-3.4-6, 
6-4 to consign the Briton to a disap¬ 
pointing defeat 

“My problem was that I didn’t 
execute die match properly.” Henman 
said. “At times I can be a bit passive 
but you can’t play well every day. It 
was a little bit patchy. I don’t regularly 
play people who are so good on both 
sides. His [GambOISj backhand is 
probably better, but he is dangerous 
from both sides " 

Henman now journeys to Monte 
Carlo for the opening event in the 
seven-week European clay-court sea¬ 
son. in which his record is poor. Greg 
Rusedski, the Great Britain No 1, also 
returns to action after a holiday. Pete 
Sampras has taken a wild card to play. 
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RUGBY LEAGUE 

Wigan provide * 
first stiff test 

for Pendlebury 
By Christopher Irvine 

AT ODDS of 100-1. John 
Pendlebury, the Halifax Blue 
Sox coach, did not bet on his 
ride winning the JJE3 Super 
League. After two opening 
wins, possibly he regrets his 
decision, although a stem test 
comes tomorrow away to Wig¬ 
an Warriors, where FendJe- 
bury was on the coaching staff 
until 13 months ago. 

“We've been fortunate in 
playing London Broncos and 
Huddersfield Giants, who 
have undergone plenty of per¬ 
sonnel changes and have still 
not gelled.” Pendlebury said. 
“Wigan will be totally differ¬ 
ent. If we’re still unbeaten on 
Sunday night, it will be a 
genuine cause for optimism.” 

Halifax will miss Gavin 
Clinch, their injured Austra¬ 
lian scrum half, who has 
scored three tries in two 
games. Chris Chester, the 
Great Britain Academy play¬ 
er. and Martin Moana form a 
new half-back pairing. Des 
Clark steps into the pack. 

“Gavin’s injury is a major 
blow," Pendlebury’ said; “We 
had 28 full-time professionals 
when 1 arrived here, but we’ve 
cut back to 22 to meet the 
salary-cap requirements, 
although John Bentley returns 
from rugby union at Rother¬ 
ham next week. We finished 
seventh last year. Realistical¬ 
ly. we will have done well if we 
can improve on that.” 

Pendlebury’. a Challenge 
Cup final winner with Wigan 
in 19S4. is making his first 
return to Central Park since 
his move to take over from 
Steve Simms at Halifax It is a 
homecoming, too, for Kelvin 
Skerrett who spent seven 
highly productive seasons in 
the Wigan front row before a 
move to Halifax last year. 
“Apart from Kd. most of their 
side are unknown to me. but 
they must be doing something 
right,” John Monie, the Wigan 
coach, said. 

Wigan, unbeaten in six 
league and cup matches in 
1998. bring back Mark Bell, 
fully recovered from a ham¬ 

string strain, on the wing for 
Lee Gilmour. Simon 
Haughton. who missed the 
win at St Helens last week, 
should be fit after a shoulder 
injury 10 resume on the bench. 

Hull Sharks, unfancied but 
also unbeaten, return tomor¬ 
row to Salford Reds, the scene 
last month of an embarrass¬ 
ing 41-10 bearing in the Chall¬ 
enge Cup. The return from 
suspension of Jason Temu will 
bolster the Hull pack and 
Gary Lester, their impressive 
Australian stand-off half, is 
available after fears that a 
broken rib would keep him 
out for a lengthy period. He 
has actually sprung a rib 
cartilage. 

Scon Martin, on the Salford 
bench for 28 of 34 appearances 
in two seasons, makes a rare 
start in the centre as Scott 
Naylor is sidelined by a shoul¬ 
der injury. 

London have Mark Carroll 
Mat Toshack and Robbie 
Beazley back for the visit of 
Warrington Wolves tomorrow 
night, which has assumed a 
particular importance after 
Two opening league defeats. 

Tony Currie, the coach, 
returns from Australia next 
week after a family bereave¬ 
ment. and in his absence. 
Terry Matterson. who again 
prefers himself at hooker, 
needs to get the Broncos off foe 
mark. 

Warrington, badly beaten at 
home by Salford last week, 
also have to answer awkward 
questions from sceptical sup¬ 
porters. “We’re nor the Titanic 
going down." Darryl Van de 
Velde, the coach, said. “We’re 
a team that needs time and 
match practice to get to know 
each other. We can and will 
turn it around.” 

St Helens, who have added 
Tommy Martyn to a growing 
injury list, encounter four 
former players — Jon Neil. 
Paul Lough! in. Danny Arnold 
and Phil Veivers — at Hud¬ 
dersfield. who will not want 
for incentive in trying to gain 
their first league win. 
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AUDI 

A3 19 TTH SE. DaHwory early Aug, 
Nm and mngliMnd^Dj^l 
raqnuad 

01305 257763. 

U Erain. 20 SB. SwttdnUa 
onto. K mg. 28k nK IllK 
—n»n nn Mark, twimnr 
C139SO. Tat 01683 274457. 

CAB8KX£T ZD 1997. MaimaL 
Mutant lad. AC, 2/Koof, 
ABoy*. Wood Dnh. 25k ala. 
FSH. £22jOOO 01361 261347 

AUDI AUTHORISED DEALERS 

Scotts Audi Audi 

97P Audi UE Convertible. Aluminium Silver, 
■mhracile father recao sfeao. power hood, 
■noon, cruise, obc. h/l/ui. rfiocks. vfdtL 17” 10 
spoke alloys, 6.960ml*. £33.995 
97R 2AE Ante Convertible. Ming Blue, Blue 
bather stems. Blue power hood, ate, pas, 
anuoo, airbag. eAnintn. odL 8 spoke afloys, 
&380mb. £30.993 
97R And 26E Convertible. Volcano Blade, 
andnciic leuhecfckxh iteats. power hood, 
•pons i/whert walnut. w/dcOcctcr. 17” 10 
spokes, 5.26011b. £29.995 
97R Audi 2JIE Conva-tfide. Blue Peal Ml 
father steam. Blue pfhood. ancon, aha, airbag, 
eteimiows *4. c/loctaog. e/minors. 10 spokes. 
7.680mb £23,995 
97R Audi UK Convertible. Caere* Greta. 
««u leather sptau seats, power bo«L *bv 
■irtag. c/wiodowt x 4, Uloddag. e/mirroo, 10 
•pates. lO^IOmb £24.993 
97P Aod] 2jK Convertible. Cacna Green, ecru 
fatiicr steals. Black hood. abs. pas. span 
airbag, eta x4. hteats. eWounxs. adm. cdL 
lOcd. andj rnmubiliser. 10 spoke alloy wheels. 
3.760ml* 23.995 
98R Audi A3 1-8T Sport. Ming Blue, spans 
seats, ahs. 4x airbags, pta/roof. meftitc 
navigation, tftocfc*. obc. traction. c/windowx. 
atecotmn. edm. 6cd & hose, convention alloy 
wheels. 3.900ml* £POA 

97R And A3 UT Sport. Ahmininm Silver, 
Bbdt/Blue steals, abs, traction. pMnot. aftfc, 
e/wmdows. blocks, db/r, competition alloys. 
4<960mb £20^95 

9JP Andl USE. Canos Green. oey* 
leather, dimate, traction, abs. Dhanres, airings, 
rihtesis. etefatdows. aftfcotanm. edm. tfkxfcs. 
tints. aDpys. &960mb £20595 

97P Andl A3 IJ Sport. Blue Pearl. Bfae/Blacfc 
•port* scan, traction, tin. airings, eta/roof. edm. 
efomdows, affecting, edm. imnwhOiscr. alloys. 
&300mb £18.993 

97P And A3 U Sport. Cornflower Bloc, 
Blue/Black sports scats, rfiiratr. traction, 
MmoL ahs. tarings, asc. r/Wrests. ©locking, 
alloy wheels. 17.9Ktafe £18495 

97P Andl A3 14 Sport. Volcano Black, onyx 
leather interior, ahs, a/bags. pas. pftfoof. ew. 
asc. Psrmest. db/r. c/dAnnron. cdL afobeela, 
ATfiOmb £17,995 

W Audi A3 U. Atanmram SDver. Black 
cloth stem*, tin. twin aktnga, efcfant traction, 
e/toddng. jfefcoJnmn. e/mirran. tints, a/wheds. 
12.1 Mods £163)93 

97P Audi A3 14 Sport. Blue Pent Blae/Blacfc 
tpons seats, twin tiring*, abs, eteroef. 
c/mirrorv atecohmm. cAocting. t/h/TCSU. allay 
whed*. ll.bOOmU £1&99S 

0171 730 5432 Sloane Square 
0171 495 0000 Berkeley Square 

nwnol, CD, FSH, I evnn, 

aWSCL*OI7TL S? 8707_ 

— d mad. TGC. 
aDoya, 49.000 will—. £36,500. 
Tvfc 01S27 584934. 

VB Qaartro 34t 1990H. M—Btc 
PASH. 56K nda. tall 

01350. 
Tat 0978 V 

AUDI AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 

Dovercourt 
Battersea 
«R Audi Cabriolet 24E. Blue Peart, 

ft—cr Hood, Remote Locking 
97P Audi A4 23) SE A van!, Ouartz, 

13AOO miles. Leather upholstery, 
Rcmtfc Locking 

9EM Audi A4 Z4 Saloon, Ruby Red. 
26400 mics 

97P Audi Cabriolet 24 E, 
Volcano Blade. 9JJOO mite. 
Ah- Conditioning 

97P Audi A4TM Avast. &000 miles. 
BriOant Bbefc 

S7P Atufi A623SE Eftatc. Auta 
Emerald Greco. Leather 

«P Audi A6 Estate 24 SE. 
22300 macs, Black. Want. 
Driver Information 

96N Aa£ AS 42 quatlro, Grq- McL 
9JM0 miles, I Owner 

9SN Audi S2 Coupe, Ragoe Green. 
13K. Leather. 1 Owner. FSH 

SON Audi Cabriolet 20E. L3jOOOmlles. 
Kiagfhhcr. Half Leather. AOayx 

95M Audi 24 AnloCabrio. 
ZZflOO mdcs. Amazon Green. 
Rut Leather, Black 

MG Amfi I002JE Aram. Lbi®j Blue. 
37400 a3ra. Ouhc Cootrai 

0171 924 5544 
98 York Road. Battersea, London 

Approved 
Used 
Cars 

A3 TURBO SPORT 
97 R 5000 MLES M MNG 

BLUE WITH CUMATE 
OOhflWX CB^TREAHM 
REST. CO AND R84C7TE 
ALARM. TANTAUSW3LY 

CHEAP AT 
£19,995 

CARNELL 
HARROGATE 
01423 50GG96 

ALFA ROMEO 

most Lnaao M », otoU Un, 
Itte, air coo. anoTv, 10KmIs,aa 
aw. niJBOa 0X707 MW8 

ALFA ROMEO 

Brand new Alfa 156, 
145/6, GTV. 

Spider & Hat Coupe. 

Save up to £3.700. 
As seen on Top Gear. 

ACC: 0181 6601520. 

ASTON MARTIN 

DKJ OOtm “-■ Oct 9SK. 
Mu*. Gray Mda. SK, Iffi. Ml 

0X884 820000 OfSoa. 

0*68 661960 

BMW 

201 Cabrio Ana B48K »88 PB P* 
a nr t Aiy* ao?96 
flMg ggg nOdOOXAAtma 

*t«l Toretao. anto. MOO. 8Bv«rf 
Gray dock. toam. aBoya, mtr. 
mMagm. FBJTWSH. 29S TnOas. 
assno. Tnfc 01702 89S9Q9 

BMW 

Xm ConvartatHa. 98K. tar mod 
•l tad/ Back Hta 42k mU, 
tnraodm, fbuwsh. 

saaa i* aa sses. 
318 TDS, SB. 9SH Ml 

trraare 1 win. 44ft mn, new 
mtgtne with 12 mennha wry. 
New Cyras, FSH. tame. 
OZ99S- Finance kvrtL Tel: 
01928 790077, 

^ - 93L- 
hood.' mill 
ffiB 1 owner. 67 fiOO mUm, 
MM tamoa eoadtetaa. 
£22.000. Thli 01903 7430S7 

325J conv 94L, 40k PEH. BDJ Ithx 
b/iap. 17-1(3 allays, CD, alarm 
828396.0884 502777T 

328i comtUr *94 I*. 14K mk, 
tUL exist: silver, tdadc laaUnc 
tit, —nml Super* cat 
829.360 OWOl 01884 870999. 

32S ooov. *96 M, black. aO extras 
tael hard top, 188 mis. 
829J9S. TahOm 9372929. 

up. Mo* 96, alive 

01732 861442. 

S* TDMft Me *94 Fr Ubolons 
Montraal him, 1 immx. r—•“ 
UavnUa41 BManogri 
<■1, to ait, 6 stack CD, 

tSSSSB.*-* '_ 
822996, Tel: 0860 333349, 

733. 94N Onxfc Blna HM. 2Sj000 
mttas, 1 owner, all eniae tac 
TV E3QJJOO 0181^00 6044.T 

7801 Decavhar 1997, K rag. 2jOOO 
nrilaa, Daap blna «tt arm 
hid* pdpad blM. Paa *pac- Cost 

174000, value at B8P00. 
01763 442467 (Hrnkawl 

B40CI Amo Sport. Sept 97. Orient 
bine. Silver -- 
•pee. On £61000 _ _ 
849999000, 0161 790 5311. 

883 Bvo Conv, 97fc Techno Violet. 
AAC, gray leather, CD, 10 apaak- 
srs, bA^.15k Boat. 

■ 0421 884615 

ALPINA 
(a 17.3 Scrim E30,210 bhp, 

auto, 1 owner. ESR. FBMW5H 
bhd^Mr.M spec. 1989. ar 

eon, intkaJM private phm 
Bo aivaucm ala. ftktine 

: 
£8,000 OVtdO. 

TeL 61753 M05C6 WMnr. 

318 T1 
compact moo. 1996 N. 
bbdc.aircen.FSH. 

.21400 nk. 1 owner. 
imiMi,ilsii mitiitmi 

£1A99& 
TeL-OWO 354770 or 

OUl 458 7747. 

AUDI AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 

Buy an Audi registered after 1990 and you'll always find it fitted with a catalytic converter. 
Please phone above number for details. Audi 

Audi Approved Used Cars. Vdrsprung durch Technik as we continue to say. 

730i SE Auto 
H teg. Metallic Silver. I 
yew MOT.Ooe owner, 

FSH. ESR. Climate 
CootioL Elec seats. AO 

extras. Immaculate. i&930: 

01844208209/ 
01296 43438L 

748i 
”NEW MODEL” 1995 

£13K iaeznatlnct: 

.ttoU4iqmn 

Cetioew£GJW 
mabtj priced *0*500. 
Tet 01253 7WQJ9 

7401 Auto (4A) 
96 P. Calypso Red. Sand Saga 

Leather. 171c ink. 1 owner. 
FSH Top Hffl Spoked ABoyr, 

Electric Ron Blinds, M 
CUnwe GootroL Electric 

Comfort Seas and Much Mote. 

Tel: 01959 570742 
or 0181 659 9689. 

£38-995. 

BMW verifies the history of every Approved Used Car. So you’ll never be in the dark. Our Approved Used Car programme includes a detailed 

service history and an independently verified mileage check. Each car is also given a vehicle history check to 

any outstanding financial agreement Cail your local dealer for enlightenment 

ensure it is not subject to 

For more information contact 0800 325600, www.bnrocauk or your local dealer. 

Altwood 
Don’t Miss our Legendary 

Used Car Weekend 
Over 100 Aproved 

Used Cars to Choose From 

NEXT WEEKEND 25 & 26 April 

Maidenhead (Berks) Slough (Berks) 
01628 680300 01753 821821 

Open 7 Days A Sunday lOXCinv -A-ipm 

Iwimri Bbefc/ Upt aBiar 
f tan Uda F8MW5H 2 awe 

r 1992 42J07iata Land 
■dorr oprioiM £20,000 

Chnwabra Ifcllflmiu 01273 
423312/ 0411 766444 

Can.t find the 
BMW you cjre 
looking for? 

KautaSaMtafWp'toM 
Vh hue uBkdbd nxm ic a «kft 
HfatrritapqoarnrtMWcn 

SNOWS ® 
(01705) 753870. 

Approved Used Cars 
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This is the 
captain 

speaking: 
help me 

Fasten your seatbelts and start praying: 
Eve-Ami Prentice makes the jump 

from piloting a small aircraft to trying 
to fly a passenger jet around a hangar Remember those Airport 

disaster movies from the 
Seventies? This felt a bit 
like that The TriStar jet 

was on approach to Prestwick 
airport at night and I was going to 
have to attempt to land it. As a 
newly qualified private pilot of 
single-engined light aircraft, this 
monster was way out of my 
capability. 

The only other person in the front 
of the cockpit who knew anything 
about flying was Doug, the engi¬ 
neer. who had taken the co-pilot's 
seat. “Keep the wings level." he 
admonishai as we descended 
through 4.000ft and the aircraft 
swung unsteadily from side to side. 
I wrestled with the controls in a 
vain attempt to line up with the 
runway lights ahead. 

. “Ill look after speed and flaps, 
you watch your height,” he said as 
the aircraft pitched around in 
ungainly kangaroo hops, first 
climbing 400ft then dropping 500ft 
as i tried to stay calm. 
The engineer set up the 
instruments for our 
glide path into Prest¬ 
wick. My task was to 
manoeuvre the aircraft 
so that a small bail 
rested on the ever-shift¬ 
ing cross-hairs on the 
artificial-horizon dis¬ 
play. to ensure that we 
were on course. 

But trying to keep the 
ball where it shcadd-be 
was like playing bil¬ 
liards in a tank filled 
with liquid paraffin. 
Move the control col¬ 
umn a smidgeon for¬ 
ward and the ball 
drifted lazily down — and down 
and down and down. Try to correct 
it by moving the column back, and 
the ball slowly ceased its descent 
and sluggardly began to rise—and 
rise and rise. The overall effect was 
that the aircraft was hopping all 
over the sky. 

“You're Dying it as if it were a PA 
2S." said the engineer, referring to 
the single-engined plane I am more 
used to. Within minutes we were on 
final approach. The lights on either 
side of the runway, known as Vasis 
— Visual Approach Slope Indica¬ 
tors — shine red and white to show 
whether you are too low. high or an 
course. Now they looked like a 
traffic-light discotheque as we 
rollercoastered towards the run¬ 
way threshold. 

Seconds later. I raised the nose — 
and alarms sounded as the speed 
plummeted to 120 knots, when it 
should have been at 140 knots. 
Then we were miraculously down. 

In a small aircraft, you raise the 
control column slightly back on 
landing, to prevent undue strain on 
the nose wheel.l “Put the nose 
forward." ordered the engineer as 
we careered from side to side down 
the runway's centre line. “iU look 
after the brakes.”! 

‘I wrestled 
with the 

controls in 
a vain 

attempt to 
lineup 

with the 
runway’ 

Then it was all over. No one was 
hurt and there were broad beams 
from the faces in the back. But they 
were grins of pity and derision. For 
the flight had taken place on one of 
the flight simulators used to train 
airline pilots. 

And any dreams I might have 
harboured of piloting a heavy jet. or 
of saving the day m the fanciful 
event of an airline crew becoming 
incapacitated while I was on board, 
evaporated instantly. 

The simulator is one of four 
belonging to European Aviation, 
which operates a fleet of BAC His 
from its base at Bournemouth 
airport 

The company, founded in 1990 by 
Australian entrepreneur Paul 
Stoddart, hires its aircraft out to 
other carriers including Ryanair. 
British Airways, Easyjet and AB 
Airlines. It helps to train pilots 
from an over the world, and from 
carriers such as British Airways. 
The four simulators — emulating 
_ two TriStars, a BAC 111 

and a Boeing 727 — are 
an integral part of train¬ 
ing. They are also used 
to carry out the regular 
checks required by law 
on the capabilities of 
trained pilots, including 
European Aviations 
own complement of 60. 

One of the most as¬ 
tonishing aspects of the 
simulators, is that the 
engineers who keep a 
constant vigil over the 
complex machinery are ■ 
at least as competent at 
handling the “flights" as 

_______ many of the pilots. 
The simulators cost 

more than £250 an hour to use. far 
less than the thousands of pounds 
an hour to run a real jet, and 
trainee pilots need around 40 hours 
simulator time. Working pilots 
undergo two four-hour sessions 
every six months to maintain their 
licences. 

So can you damage a simulator 
by “flying” it badly? “They need 
constant care and nurture and they 
are serviced every day. You may 
lose it for half an hour or so if you 
go to extremities,” says European 
Aviation’s chief training captain. 
Graham Jones. “More often you 
get problems with the computers 
and the software." 

The engineers are good, says 
captain Jones, but it is still different 
from flying the real thing. The 
simulator engineers fly them each 
day. They all have this crazy 
enthusiasm for aviation and they 
are quite skilful, but the simulators 
are hydraulics-driven. I would like 
to take Doug airborne.” 

Captain Jones, who has more 
than 9,000 hours’ flying experience, 
including about 1,000 on simula¬ 
tors. then took me for a few circuits 
in a BAC 111 simulator and, after 
allowing me to make a wobbly 
landing and take-off. showed me 

Eve-Ann Prentice at the controls of European Aviation’s TriStar simulator controlling the machine proved way out of her league 

how the professionals can do it, 
with a low. fast sweep along the 
runway at Birmingham airport 

Outside on the tarmac at the real- 
life Bournemouth airport aircraft 
belonging to European Aviations 
fleet are being cosetted in hangars 
or coming and going, earning their 
keep. The fleet includes a sped ally 
kitted-cut 50-seat BAC 111 which is 
used for VIP trips. Those who have 
chartered the aircraft include Eric 
Clapton. Ruby Wax and Tom 
Hanks. The company is also a keen 
supporter of Formula One racing, 
being a part-sponsor of the Tyrrell 
team, and the 50-seat jet is regular¬ 
ly used to ferry the team and its 
guests to world championship 
rounds in Europe. 

On these occasions, though, the 
pilots have mastered the intricacies 
of the infernal simulators, and can 
keep the aircraft's wings as level as 
their heads. The simulator may not resemble a plane externally, but professionals are obliged to practise on it 

COMPETITION 

Win a 
trip to 
Lisbon ■ LEADING specialist 

tour operator. Crystal 
Holidays, together with AB 
Airlines is offering four lucky 
Times readers the chance to 
fly to Lisbon to experience 
Expo -98. 

The prize will enable them 
to spend three nights in the 
fascinating Portuguese capi¬ 
tal of Lisbon, staying in one of 
Crystal's top hotels. 

Lisbon, with its long seafar¬ 
ing history, is a lively and 
vibrant city that boasts mod¬ 
ern shops and warm and 
friendly people. 

A stay here is not complete 
without a stroll around the 
Alfama district, the delightful 
old quarter. Afterwards you 
can take a look at St George's 
Castle, then perhaps take a 
colourful tram for the best 
view of the city. 

You will find excellent 
leatherworkand hand painted 
files and ceramics to buy as 
souvenirs that will ensure you 
do not forget your break. 

And you can finish off the 
day at one of Lisbon’s many 
excellent restaurants: seafood 
is. naturally, a speciality to¬ 
gether with the exceptional 

desserts — and there are also 
pastries galore. 

Lisbon will ring with the 
sounds of the last World 
Exposition of the 20th centu¬ 
ry. a historic moment to 
savour. The theme for this 
Expo is: “The oceans, a heri¬ 
tage for the future.” 

It is a memorable and 
unique event that features an 
array of thematic pavilions 
and international areas, to¬ 
gether with open-air perfor¬ 
mances. Every night at 
around 11.30, Expo "98 will be 
brought alive by a superb 
multimedia show that will fill 
the riverside dock with light, 
sound, laser, fireworks and 
water features. ■ ALL YOU need to do to 

enter the competition is 
answer the following ques¬ 
tion. and send your answers 
on a postcard to Expo Compe¬ 
tition. Go. The Times, 1 
Pennington Street London El 
9XN, to arrive by April 25: 
Approximately how much 
does a fully laden AB Air¬ 
lines BAC 111 weigh? 

The holiday prize is subject 
to availability, and exdudes 
UK Bank Holidays. The win¬ 
ners will have to take their 
holiday between May and 
September 1998. Usual Times 
rules and conditions apply. 

Specialist tour operator 
Crystal Cities offers more 
than 70 of the world’s most 
exciting cities induding Paris. 
Amsterdam and Barcelona, 
and more unusual choices 
such as Marrakesh. 

Short breaks to Lisbon start 
at £219 per person for two 
nights, and there is a choice of 
six hotels to suit ail budgets. 
For the Lisbon Expo. Crystal 
Cities can arrange a choice of 
entry tickets, either one-day or 
three-day. or an evening pass 
for entry after 8pm. 

For a free Crystal Cities 
colour brochure, telephone 
01235 824 324 (24 hours), for 
reservations and advice, call 
now on 018I-24I 5040 (seven 
days). AB Airlines reserva¬ 
tions are om 0800 458 811. 

Eve-Ann Prentice takes a cockpit seat in a Lisbon-bound jet to find the glamour never takes off: instead it is work, work and more work for the crew 

Landed with a tough job 

- ,!*■* 

Strap 'em in: the pew are kept continually busy, while the passengers sit oblivious 

The safety demonstration 
aboard the airliner is 
nothing if not blunt 

“There is an oxygen mask and 
a rope to use to climb out of the 
window,” says the captain. 
“There are also smoke goggles 
underneath the seat, all in the 
unlikely event of... yeah?” 

There is no alcohol, and you 
must eat from a plastic tray 
teetering on your lap along¬ 
side a mound of paperwork 
that must be attended to. 
Furthermore, you only get to 
eat whatever the captain does 
not want 

Yet thousands of jet-setters 
travel the world like this every 
day and they never complain. 
Indeed, they have spent years 
training obsessively for the 
chance to travel in less than 
firsi-class comfort. They are 
the men and women who act 
as co-pilots for foe world’s 
airlines. 

Having undergone a stint in 
a flight simulator. 1 was given 
the chance to sit in the cockpit 
along with captain Paul De 
Clerck on an AB Airlines flight 
from Gatwick to Lisbon. 
Many passenger get the 

chance to pop in to the flight 
deck for a few minutes, but 
this gives little sense of the 
workload, often intense con¬ 
centration, and less than pala¬ 
tial working environment for 
what is seen as one of the 
world's most glamorous 
occupations. 

After numerous checks, and 
a delayed take-off slot, we line 
up on runway 26, lights either 
side blazing a trail for us into 
the distance. 

Seconds later, on foil power, 
the captain calls “Rotate," and 
foe BAC 111.43 tons when fully 
loaded with fuel and passen¬ 
gers. rolls back on its haunch¬ 
es and heads for the wide grey 
yonder. A drizzly murk hangs 
over southeast England, but ar 
just over 3,000 feet we are free 
of its pall and climb into a 
flawlessly azure sky. 

“The hardest bit is the 
London area because of all the 
traffic," says Belgian-born De 
Clerck after completing all of 
the numerous after-take-off 
checks, induding ensuring 
that the undercarriage has 
been .•safely tucked away for 
the flight, that the autopilot 

has been engaged and that 
fuel is being used safely and 
effidentiy. 

He and his copilot, Jona¬ 
than Willis, are almost con¬ 
stantly absorbed with myriad 
calculations of temperatures 
and pressures inside and out¬ 
side the aircraft, checking en 
route foe radio frequencies 
and weather, plotting head¬ 
ings and ensuring that we will 
be able to reach other airports 
should we have to aJter our 
plans and divert from Lisbon 
for any reason. Suddenly, well inside 

Spanish territory, the 
businesslike exchanges 

between aircrews and air traf¬ 
fic controllers is interrupted. 
“We hope you are all enjoying 
your flight,” says the beguil- 
ingly efficient voice of another 
captain from out there some¬ 
where. “Anna-Marie wDl be 
looking after everyone in foe 
business section, and Luis is 
there to look after your needs 
in foe rear section. Lunch will 
soon be..." 

"Break... break.. ."the air 
traffic controller tries to cui 

into the pilot's spiel as he 
unwittingly — and at length — 
continues wh3t he obviously 
assumes to be an onboard 
intercom announcement to his 
passengers, but which is in 
fad being inadvertently and 
relentlessly broadcast to the 
aviation world at large. 

The error causes wry smiles 
as De Clerck (joints out the 
plume of white jet trail which 
marks foe broadcasting pilot’s 
passage across the sky ahead 
of us. It was an amusing 
moment for us. but the mis¬ 
take blocked transmissions for 
anyone else in the area and 
could have had serious conse¬ 
quences for anyone that the air 
traffic controllers wanted to 
warn of approaching aircraft. 

Such are the realities of life 
in a jet cockpit that go unsus¬ 
pected among the lunching 
passengers just behind the 
partition. There are, as might 
be expected, moments of ban¬ 
ter — though these are far 
rarer than might be expected, 
the job of checking and flying 
the aircraft occupies the vast 
majority of the pilot and co¬ 
pilot’s time. 

“If it doesn’t have a kitchen 
and a khazi, it shouldn't be in 
the air." says one of the crew 
when harking back to his 
early flying days training in 
single-engined aircraft. “Now¬ 
adays.” he then told me, “We 
suffer from AIDS — aviation- 
induced divorce syndrome." 

And while passengers in the 
back are likely to hear the 
polite exhortation: “Please re¬ 
turn to your seats as the 
captain has turned on the 
fasten-seatbeft signs in prepa¬ 
ration for landing." what foe 
captain may well be saying is: 
“Let's strap em in!" 

AB Airlines expects a surge 
in business in foe next few 
months on its daily scheduled 
service to Lisbon, because 
Expo 98 is being held in the 
city. Readers can win a chance 
to fly with foe airline and 
spend a long weekend at the 
massive exhibition (see compe¬ 
tition panel, above). 

Return flights with AB Air¬ 
lines m Lisbon cost from £99 to 
E399. 'The airline also has 
scheduled flights from London 
Stansted to Shannon, Bir¬ 
mingham and Berlin. 



THE TIMES SATURDAY APRIL 181998 

Complaints about Top Gear’s endorsement of fast cars miss the point: it is TV programmes like Police, Camera Action! that glamorise lethal driving 

Keep j oyriders out 
of the living room 

Call an ideas meeting at a li - .. . Gear is supposed to be about car 
television company, and DRIVEN TO and so™ cars are fasL 1 exPet 
the leaden gloom associ- rYTQTrb Amn\T " Jeremy Clarkson to entertain m 
ated with people forced to 1 lUlx and inform me (in that order) but 

Cali an ideas meeting at a 
television company, and 
the leaden gloom as stri¬ 
ated with people forced to 

think too early in the morning will 
quickly lift if you mention cars. 
Buying them, repairing them, 
living with them, living without 
them, driving them legally, driv¬ 
ing them illegally, all these haw 

'put car shows in the ratings and 
look like continuing to do so. 
whatever victories are notched up 
by cycling fascists and walking 
bores. But are these programmes 
doing more harm than good? 

Top Gear is the doyen. TTie 
show attracts around four million 
viewers, which easily puts it in the 
top six of programmes on channels 
outside of BBCl and ITV. Top 
Gear often attracts more viewers 
than Gardeners’ World, the outlet 
for that other British obsession. 
Recently the Broadcasting Stan- 

Peter 
Barnard 

dards Council had a complaint 
from a viewer who accused Top 
Gear of encouraging people to 
drive too quickly: tills is being 
dealt with under the BSC's “taste 
and decency" provisions and an 
adjudication is eagerly awaited. 

My own adjudication is that the 
complainer should get a life: Top 

Gear is supposed to be about cars 
and some cars are fast 1 expect 
Jeremy Clarkson to entertain me 
and inform me (in that order) but I 
am not interested in hearing 
Clarkson preach a sermon: if I 
want pompous moralising there is 
always David Starkey on the 
steam radio. The notion that Top 
Gear ought to test a new Ferrari by 
seeing how it performs as a 
supermarket shuttle is absurd. 

Of course it is perfectly legiti¬ 
mate to raise questions about the 
effect on the audience, especially 
younger members of the audience, 
of television car programmes. 
Police, Camera, Action!, which is ■ 
made by Carlton for the ITV 
network, attracted 12 million view¬ 
ers during its last series and will be 
back later in the year. Alastair 
Stewart presents the show in the 
rather pompous manner of the 
Rowan Atkinson character in The 

Thin Blue Line: Stewart wags a 
metaphorical finger at us. so that 
we are quite dear that he is by no 
means approving of the mayhem 
we are about to watch. He does not 
approve of it, but is he unwittingly 
encouraging it? 

The programme is essentially 
about joyriders. It is cheap tele¬ 
vision, because nearly all the 
footage has been shot by someone 

else: the police. Most of the time, 
joyriders are seen to get their 
comeuppance: elaborate chases, 
often involving numerous police 
cars and a helicopter, either end in 
the culprit's arrest or in his car 
crashing. If anyone, either at 
Carlton or in the police, thinks that 
this kind of stuff actually deters 
criminals then I would be more 
than happy to publish whatever 

evidence they have. I think it may 
do exactly the reverse. 

I hasten to make the same point 
that 1 made about Top Gear. 
programme-makers are not Angli¬ 
can'bis hops. There is. however, a 
difference between what Police. 
Camera. Action! is doing and 
what Top Gear is doing. Plenty of 
people regard Top G?ar as a 
source of information about cars. 

whereas Polict, Camera. Action! 
is entertainmenL pure and simple. 

{ True, it reflects a social phenome¬ 
non. but that could be covered in 
one series. This programme has 
been running for four years in 
peak time and the only reason is 
that a lot of people watch it1 

I cannot prove that the pro¬ 
gramme encourages joyriders. I do 
know that Carlton would be 
horrified to think that it did. But [ 
also know that if I was a joyrider! 
would watch the programme. And 
I would not be put Dff by the fact 
that criminals get caught or end up 
being hauled out of smashed cars. 
For one thing, that would probably 
add to my adrenalin rush. 

These are difficult areas. Speed, 
actual and implied, is used cm 
television in relation to cars all the 
time, from Formula One to the 
elegant Ford commercial for the 
Mondeo, based on Steve Mc¬ 
Queen's rush through San Fran- 
cisco's streets in the film Bullitt. 
That might have some sensitive 

t souls saying that it encourages fast 
: urban driving: I would regard that 
- accusation as daft. The excellent 
i ITV coverage of Formula One is 

another obvious exception, for this 
i is legitimate sport. But television 
f needs to take care in its treatment 
i of the lethal weapon that is the 
. motor car. 

■ FORTY young motor¬ 
ists will get a taste of 

Silvers tone tomorrow when 
they compete for the title of 
Young Driver of the Year. 
They will try the track's skid- 
control car. face a written 
test, go for a one-hour road 
drive with a police examiner 
and complete a tight ma¬ 
noeuvring course. 

The prizes, including a trip 
to this year's British Grand 
Prix and £500 towards motor 
insurance, are incentive 
enough. But the competition 
was inspired by tragedy, and 
it aims to improve road 
safety and driving standards 
among 17 to 24-year-olds. 
This age group accounts for 
20 per cent of licence holders 

.but is in 40 per cent of all 
personal injury accidents. 

The competition, now in 
its sixth year, is run by the 
Catherine Kenyon Trust, set 

Catherine Kenyon; death 
started safety campaign 

up by Edward and Patricia 
Kenyon of Welwyn, Hert¬ 
fordshire, following the 
death in 1992 of their 27-year- 
old daughter Catherine. Her 
car was swept off the road by 
a sportscar driven by a 21- 
year-old man who had been 

racing a motorbike at speeds 
well above the limit He was 
jailed for nine months. 

The idea of the trust and 
the competition grew from 
the concern of the Kenyons 
and of the investigating of¬ 
ficer, PC Gary Baldwin, that 
Catherine should not have 
died in vain. Its chief sponsor 
is the Silverstone driving 
centre and much of the 
preparation is done by 
Thames Valley Police, who 
provide ten examiners. Oth¬ 
er supporters include CIS 
Co-operative Insurance, who 
offer two E500 prizes, the 
Jordan grand prix team, 
Autoglym, Mintex and Ford, 
who will this year be provid¬ 
ing the cars for the final. 

The competition is rapidly 
expanding from a local to a 
national event with entrants 
coming from Manchester 
and Plymouth for the final. 

Rickard Rydell’s Volvo S4Q. left, chases Alain Menu’s Renault in round two 

■ THE VOLVO S40. which carries the 
Times masthead on its side, made a 

cracking start to the new season of the British 
Touring Car Championship at Thruxton last 
weekend with Rickard Rydell winning round 
one, the 16-lap sprint race, and coming 
second in round two. the 32-lap feature race 
which introduced pitstops to this form of 
racing to add still more excitement to the 
series. 

So Rydell, with 30 points, holds an eight- 

^^voimyiCTORious 

point lead in the driver’s championship over 
Alain Menu, the reigning champion who 
won round two in his Renault Laguna, while 
Volvo and Renault are equal on 27 points in 
the manufacturers’ championship. 

The racing is closer than ever this year. 
Watch this space for a chance to win VIP trips 
with the Volvo team to later rounds. 

■ If you want to buy a 
Lagonda, or convert 

your old Mint to run on 
unleaded, keep May Day 
weekend free. 

On May 2, 3 and 4, the 
International Classic Mo¬ 
tor Show is at Birming¬ 
ham’s National Exhibition 
Centre, and today readers 
of Go can win 20 pairs of 
tickets and a top prize of a 
radio-controlled model of 
the MGB Roadster, worth 
more than £200. The model 
is being offered by Moss 
International, the classic 
equipment suppliers. 

The show is open from 
930am-530pm each day. 
Admission is £8 for adults. 
£3 for children. The ticket 
hotline is 0121 767 4767. 

Our first prize includes 
two show tickets. There are 
six runners-up prizes of a 
subscription to Classic and 

THE INTERNATIONAL 

MOTOR SHOW 

Top prize MGB model 

Sportscar magazine plus 
two tickets, and 13 other 
pairs of tickets to be won. 
To enter, answer this ques¬ 
tion: What year was the 
first Porsche made?? Send 
your answer with your 
name and address ta Clas¬ 
sic Contest; Go. The Times, 
I Pennington St. London El 
9XN. Closing date. April M 
usual rules apply. 

CLASSIC CARS 

SAVE Konev on nU new BMW 
moiWle. Bnrapnq Car Imports. 
0181 am 4848/1 

3231SE MANUAL 
SALOON 

Jm W. Moroni Btot Attocfe 
CMU Letter Spon* So*. AC 

K TWi SmpastoB. Rmr SfaBo. 
Tbctar. CD Sucfcet. Urey Oder 

Em. 
AiNcwOU** 

840 Ci Auto 
Jn 97. (Wool dm. Mtafoab 
faskaf Cam pMraBectrk 

loom ne. All CD M 
■A fata Alloy*, facta. F3*L 

ItaeUntrTqkr 

CLASSIC CARS 

FANTASTIC 
PRICES PAID 

Sd your BMW now Bttl DAVIES 

nasEs 
Altwood 

BMW WANTED 

CHRYSLER 

WE BUY 
QUALITY 
HIGH SPEC 

CLASSIC CARS 

dearie*, U spec. 9UJ00 ml* Iran 

new, FSH 

afloaoNO. 
Tel: 0181 857 4419. 

ROVER 22008C Amo, 1976, Very 
MoolrMr. 32k mU 
Prom Now. MOT. Timed. Grown 
/Ton lot. Inunac Grad. 0.960 
onto. 01763 844914/ 636764 

EXECUTIVE CARS 

SAVE ON U.K. PRICES 
BUY YOUR NEW 

CAR IN EUROPE 

jjt&Auto Liberie 

Tel: (01491) 412468 

FERRARI 

New Austin Healey 3000? No! 
Tun Fahui-ous New HMC Mk IV Ri-crhation? Yi-s! 

N(*» inu.TnalimwlJy nxitgmsctl » one or ihc finest aiunmubtli: rccrvallom 
twill anywhere in Lhc world Unlay. Our BHC Top Gcal' review was (anuolic. 

The IIMC Story “The Classic b Reborn” now available on video! 
TSSK.'.—'-iJ 

IJ^humglu IV OmUkt OAJXn IJxtmrj&i VVUard Tap CU«t C29.9SO 
rw»wi*fr CxnrrtMc IS Mk li 'Spcmd kjfxpmryv [JS.IMI 

Si3: Us 2nd, 3rd & 4ni May 
Till- lNTFJRMA'nONAJ. Cl .ASS 1C MOTOR SI ICW 

Birmingham NEC - Stand D109 

77/A" UK CONCHSSIONAIRF. 
Aij. Eu-ctric Garagib Group Pir, Harborni-; Birmingham. 

Contact John Leek on 0121 427 5252 
The Classic Is Rjeborn. 

Manufactured since I9H5 by 1 IMC SporuCan Ud. SiniuL UK. 
See the I IMC un the Rfch: wwwjcityiWOO com/U/a 1 kJect nc 

DUCAT1 
AUTHORISED 

6 forward gears 
for you. 

6 reverse gears for traffic. 
Ducab. The ttmoL^Arwl MM ipctt 
Hat Ran E47DQ U Cl 8890 (*OTB) 

For debate ring oSctal UK in^iator 
Umo CkiaB on 0700 0* 38 2284, 

or contact ono of these 
selected aufoorisad dealers 

F355 
BERLEVETTA 

WSKosnCow. 
Mrgnoln htde. 11.000 miles. 

RF5H. I owner. One of Or ben 
rumple*. Oflfcr* era- IMJPQOl 

0171736 48l2tHl 

or 0171 736 7557(W) 

355 
BERLINETTA. 
'94 M. Red. Cream leather, 
8.000 mile. FFSH. Pristine 

exjodhioo. ££7,000 oop. 

Td: 
01932 353936 (Home) 
JIM.*: llVWjTSl 

FOUR WHEEL DRIVE RANGE ROVER 

LAND ROVER 

I ASSET FINANCE LTD 
INDEPENDENT ASSET FtNANd G LEASING SPECIALISTS 

Alfa Romeo 156 25 V6 4 door_£399 
Audi A4 1.9 TDi 110 bbp 4 door_019 
BMW 318i S Coupe 2 door._£289 
BMW 520i SE 4 door ..£399 
BMW3 1.9 Roadster....019 
Fiat Bravo 2.0 HOT 3 door ....£259 
Ford Mondeo 1.BTDGLX Estate.£249 
Honda Accord 22i VTEC 4 door _£339 

5iiar VS XJ 3.2 Sport Auto 4 door..£519 
nd Rower Free lander 2.0 XE Di 5 door .£329 

Mazda MX5 1.6i Convertible 2 door.rm 

Nissan 200 SX 2.0 Standard Coupe 2 door_£369 
Peugeot 406 1.9 TO CLX Estate. AfC_£319 
Renault Mcgane Scenic 1.9 RT TD 5 door.„,£219 
Rover MGF l.8i WC Convertible 2 door._..£349 
Subaru Imprcza 2000 Turbo 4WD 4 door.£359 
Volkswagen Coif 1.8 GTi 5 door....‘.,..._£259 
Volkswagen Passat 1.9 TDi 110 bbp Estate, A/C £339 

Above monthly rentals based on 3 + 33- 
10K PA, Non-Maintenance + VAT 

WE SUPP1Y ALL MAKES & MODELS 

TEL: 0171 2S3 7799 FAX: 0171 626 0995 

MOBILE: 0802 390999 

ALL ELECTRIC ECONOMISERS 
FROM 0NLY£169/MTH 

RANGE ROVER 
JEEP AUTHORISED 

Brand spanking 
used Jeeps. 

Marlborough 
a dealer for London 

LAND ROVER 
AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 

LANDROVER 
DISCOVERY 1998 

Svm ££££ 
phtm-lTPUIS/XS/ES 

Maim LAulommc MSuppMVMi 
HndKinnWnm 

« M«M LmM WWi E*ra» 
Cal Nra For Mora Mammon 

Tot 01703 47 02 08 
Hx01703*7 7707 

WaOHaTramnloia Flmca Doofa 

RANGE Ron? Classic 1996 
Augna "IT regiittred. McaUfc 

dark green, un tenter qpbdaoy, 

lined, ton service Usury. 1?.000 
miles (Jnu had ;JJX» swvae) 

£24JW0ono. ■ 
Fbooe 01737 833749 

home 
0181388 6066 office 

LIMITED 

COMPANIES 

-ittlf *. 
EMPLOYED 

OMV 

FORD GAUZY 2-01 7 SEAT, A1RCON_i2873i 

HONDA ACCORD 1.8 IS, AIRCON  £247.11 

MERCEDES C CLASSIC SALOON--1387.09 

CURTSLE* JEW CHEROKEE 2.S-£298-9$ 

NEW GOLF 1.4E 3 DOOR-JU37.01 

TOYOTA AYENSU GS ESTATE, AIRCON-JL273-J5 

SUZiim YIXARA/t ESTATE_417430 

SKODA FELICIA 1J 1X15 DOOR_.1169.08 

PEUGEOT 406 L8UU, AIRCON-1267M 

HAEMl 626 £J) &H ESTUE, MBCON -.128536 

CITROtN XANTM 1.81 IX AIRCON_1235.54 

RENAULT MEGANE 2.0 COUPi-1244 46 

Talk to Paul Jackson or Jo Ferguson 
ALL ELECTRIC GARAGES GROUP PLC 

Fte« & Contort tfanagmeni DWsion 
HIGH SIKEC HABOWE. BfttfNOHAM 817 00 

Telephone: 0121 427 5252 
Facsimile: 0121 427 4851 

Sat/Sun Tel: 01543 492094 
rvvriovwim imiivcry 

JAGUAR & DAIMLER 
AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 

I StmtQfnnA 

» mu 
nr nu, 
SS S 55^ gi »u 
g BRUi 
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KMIniSi 

Sfu.. Ii 
S m nu< 
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CADILLAC 

Be the first to drive the new RHD Cadillac Seville. 
The first ever right hand drive Cadillac Sevilles will arrive in the UK in May. Silky 305bhp V8, unrivalled luxury and equipment, aq /r f\ "I O 1 O 1 
leather upholstery, 8 speaker 425 watt hi-fi, electronic traction control. Call now and be the first to drive the ultimate luxury car. U Oay OvJ L X ^ X 

REGISTRATION | VOLKSWAGEN 
NUMBERS WANTED 

ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY 

SELF DRIVE 
ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEYS 

Drive in luxuy afl year roundl 
Arrive at that special occasion In atfyW 

The most competitive rates! Weekend specials! 
HANWELLS OF LONDON 

Teh 0171-436 2070 Fax: 0171-436 3110 
Open Sunday 11-4 

MerceAes-Benz Retail 
wwjnercedeneaiUo.iit 

Mercedes-Benz 

EDGWAR2 ROAD 01 SI 205 1212 
;)pen 7 davs a week 

97 P CIBDBaganceE 

96 P C20Q Baganca e| 

97 RC2S0TD Sport FU 

97 H C2SDID Beganci 

97 R E2D0 Elegants E 

95 N E220 Estate Azuri 

97 H E230 Efegmc* El 

97 R E2S0 Bagaoca VI 

97 R E320 Amntgatk1 

97 R E320 Baganca V) 

07RE32OAv8rtgrdi 

96N SZSOTbunnafnefE 

97P ClflOBegwcaE BSJwrfflbckCk*,Aito,EW,ESR-18T 

96 P C200 Baganca E aSanrtGroyCt9li.AC.EW.BHA_1ST 

97 R CZSD7D Sport Ri j RedOadt CUh. Auto. AC. EW. 8HA-10T 

97R CZHTTOBogano 'AObEUmBbeUnCUh.AukyAC-nT 

97 R E2D0 Elegants E AqmaBrinflMnhClatii.AiAO;AoCon1Zr 

95 K E220 Estate Azuil IGray CM). Attomfic, BN. RFS, ESR26T 

97 H E230 Bagmoa Ef AfjonarhaWusJi CWl Ares. AC __13T 

97 R E260 Began* VGraan BScWGmy CUh. Auto. AC, CC-1TT 

97 R E320 Arantganfc SawsBey Uh; Ado, AC. 0C. B$—1ZT 

97 R E32D Baganca W keen OtaddMudi LeaBw, Auto, AC —12T : 

S7R E320Avartgwda rt. aSSuaTGrey l^v; Ado. CSmate-ST 

96 N SZWEjunnaine/ackLeaOw, Autft dmaO,EFS,8HA_2lT : 

97 R S290 Anrtaiaoy^etief, Auto. B=S, Ri Ctaate Cortrol _1BT ! 

97 P S33) UraoAp^itinc&ty tatter, Ado, 6HA, EFS, RFC— ! 

97 P S600UmoaSi« IWo Tine GwyMaoja Leaflet CSrasMJT i 

any, cutkioi hi y_m> >i 
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V-SUNDAY DIRECT OHS 982 2146 
© A SELECTION FROM B0 USED MERCEDES-BENZ ® 
ITU araSMB7SBHtmyUdt5n,A\Aifc6Aorf.Ut.CO JTBW* 
TO (UQ0EL£GMKEB&fo,givytf&5sp'X.ak.ifc.aliiy5,CD... D9JH6 
TO CZHUdaSfel(FilmOBhctsp^MaBJ.lit 16'aloys.oW .i2TOli9B 
CT IOTJp«B^|»^5»XatllWiriWl£p»aCD.....nTfZ73» 
rn CM^<mIi)Mfelaa.spi*5MX.cfclgAoo(I16'tttap9raGJ£ 
971 CZM Sped Ed wfettfe. HJ, 5Jp ’A1, ot. 18" deys, lA! 97 £Z7,MS 
TO GWBriFAiqwantDbekttae.Sip'X.Cft.lfc.MsB.1ST £3Z^B 
l» CfHBrimvMuatbMGW.taVV.otBAooLaloyi , .1lT EZ3J9B 
UK »MRWBMAnAlttllLHlo.niaA».AM6tt ....JZTQ5JHB 
972 E320 Ml £LE Autt& Oity Ndl. Sap'A', eft. aft. Ml Ma.-18T04.9B 
BP E»UGBilbnttni.iiAnnttfe.5vXatTnN.9n«W jros^K 
*P E2N ELE Azudfe. giqL 5fe>'A', eft, a/tao, BS. iloyi MO, tan .III EZMBS 
SB MSLMVAfeanloa.ntaMttJtX.rtrt.Biflson.Um Ant 39T 01,995 
KM SUM W»(R«l) Seale. nAttto.SvXctaBe.itatt.il) onlf8TH6.9* 
SM StaaMVfMBJToweilQe, nAMdtX.cfe.cmtiftatt.Bfi JT £0,05 
VJL QnM6GUW6iU^ahWi.5tpIX.tte.SA.ttm ....311 Eli.« 
Pkfl detail aad pfeians ok fcnpiflWww Mnfc—i rn ittFbfcthm—t 

IT SA1XS A SKRVICK 0115 982 2333 '0 

tr BUYING OR SELLING 0860 251435 MmdMax 

GRMT WET ROAD 0181 560 2151 
SIAD.W 0 9 76 2 0 3 746 

WOKING >DTORS 01932 228811 
SL»W 0370 S87913 

Rivervale 

972 CHBEIq^nAaloSadESiKnGectQgfe.AB'Qia.„.UT £21^45 
97P CZ28DlodE]tIwe&eaeAK>W»ia*Jt«yCkA.OiihoSo J7T £22^95 
91P C236 KnttpmrHeeaBtt An AniUUK AC SilAtsy 90^71 £26^»5 
m CZsaKtmpnaKr^SmkeSnObAlJkCBaL2sBicSti2rn63K 
W OSDIMoDtalAttoSanfiRTaA.AJC.EnV.CiC.4TEUJ5 
TO CZ»AAffiSpnrtAnawfflfeetLeabii;ACBK.irAlk)J* iT I38J9S 
W E3B QartrAoB Witte, She k%EW,Bi6T.JSTfZy* 
95N E»UdeArifiBfadCUil7Scd.BS&,EWx4.ACTDW95 
978 E296Ante AnasmieKrtijiKai Oo(t AiCAMCAHoTi.SI Z6J*$ 
TO BMBiktme Ante AnriBPayQofe AC IM-CMM Sett.JZTX29J95 
NN EZSCttirioirtRiiiwMBiBmta;SAAipJlIV.27TDL9B 
MP E36Am^*drAK»\WandCbtt.ESK.AMGAfcy».JST 04^95 
97P K236EktwcattteAttBQrattODtt.AC7Seat.XICOJK 
m E2HV«An(^VU>ttGRyUkCSnK. .JT«OJW 
ML E9D0itKiEdileFfariBKfikrCUi>C8OiUScAESK...iBT£]9^I5 
ISM ESS DMpeAntoAmWGoqy tata;AA:.58Tmjfi 

BN EMBbreAdofaMtataACEPS .AZTZ27JB 
I7P E3SAmpnIeAdBSnifflkU^ACESS.RBaBor.J3TQS^B 
TO SJSQnraBlittMa9hwBiI&bai*flfe.EChmBSl.5TKU* 
m SnBlUnAUmDLtaKCInafe.a?.ESX..7TOS.W5 
97T SL5WDH^Cultj9tta;ainie.GSP.MTUWB 
BN SX8LbBAdsBfaencM3ByIxdn;C&ae.EkcSeK ...27TDMB 
TO Sl»IteAtaawA^Lli:ata.ininKEfSBxASR ...JTuiyK 
TO V236AdoAaifclenleSb(rtGttytaiktEWI65eMi.StmjX 

05. 0118 9391133 ® 
(rWf 

SHELLSTaR 
MAZDA OFFER 

MX^ 9AP Stiver, Black 
UcdMr, AJXX) adM £1B999 

«AXr6 MN BmL Gray Ooth, 
25,000 mflac £15999 

MXr6 93K Padfic Blu*. 
5B.OOO Hidaf. Good HWoty 

roooa XWtt 

MX-3 95N V6 hd, 
1 Owmr.FSH £13499 

MXO 931. VA SE WHITE 

LTD ED Air Con, Loart»f, 
71,000 mil** by I owner 

£12499 

MX-3 91JV6 Rad, Good 
HkteryG6499 

MXr3 93t- V6 SI WHITE 
LTD ID 45,000 miUe by 

1 ownnrP.OaA* 

333 96P ZXi V6 2j0 Rad, 

FSH, 1 Ownar C14999 

WEUJNGTON ROAD, 
DONNfNGTON, TELFORD. 

TELEPHONE; 

01952670116 
■^»ky^vv',-i 

NEWBOLDS 
TELEPHONE 

01623 626272 

INaUSIVE OF 12 MONTHS 
WAttANTY. OVH 50 MORE U5ED 

VEHOESMSIOa 

FREE 
NATIONWIDE 

DELIVERY 

The 
cherry 
on the 
cake 
A Select Registration 

is the perfect 

finishing touch 

Before you mm this 

page, yon could be 

the proud owner of 

a Select Regntcadou 

from DVLA. For as Hole as £250 all inclusive, ift the 

perfect accessory for any vehicle. 

7b create your own special number now, simply: 

1. Choose a prefix letter to suit your budget. 

Registrations starting with A, H, J, K. L, M, N or P 

are offered from .£250- while R and B prefixes start 

at ,£399. With VAT and £80 assignment fee included 

youU find it pays to buy direct from DVLA. 

2. Add any one of up to 53 special numbers- 

Choose fiom numbers 1 to 20 or in addition for 
prefixes J, K, L, M. N. P and R you can also choose 
any repeat number from 22-999, any number ending 

in 0 fiom 30-90, or any number ending in 00 fiom 

100-900. 

3. Finally select your three preferred letters. 

Choose any combination of letters excluding L Q 

and Z. 

With your lisa, Mastercard or cheque book to hand, caB 

01792 77 33 66 between 9am-5pm Monday- Friday, to 

check availability of your registration. Numbers are sold on 

a first come first served basis - so if jvu have a special 

number in mind, why wail another day? 

DVLA Select Registration Hotline 

©01792773366 
WHEN CA1UNG PLEASE QUOTE REFERENCE T1804 

IMA nans S* rtf* to uaMaU otnaoi 

ngnmnom, nme of wfeictl nuy bp ofTarad 

far ala n aurbon Numberi are 10U 

mtyq n As Sjh of Rrpanwn Marfa 

Rqpfaaani and are object to Mdabriiy. 

Mcb are uiya u change anthauc pnor 

nonce. Rrgaerantm caret be —-*[■—1 

nuHvpreanred, OR USED TO MAKE A 

VB-IICLE LOOK YOUNGER THAN IT IS. 

Driver and Vehicle 
Licensing Agency 

r “5* PREFIX . 
REGISTRATIONS 

These wiB become 

avuSab^ during Junes 

pnaa adwtrtiaoucnnt will pw ■ 
dazes and full detaBs nearer 
the dme. Please mjre that 

jmnl then ibty eanoo* be . 
bought, reserved or ordered 

; roaduance bydre' puWk; . 
tneaor dealers or enrapanfes 

. Grading m die resale 
- «f pereMuHsed numbers.' 

PASSAT GL 
ESTATE, 2.0 

Amd. R icgtttfmtaoi 
n»dd Engbih Chcen 

400 miles ody. raremy 
Fell ipcc bd: 

oireoB. abiwgs, ABS. 
PAS. dearie windows 

Tbxed nail Atqput. 

£U£00okl 
Teh Sffil 656 6102 

*7R CoK VSf Sdr. Myioc Btne, 
Bhde dcA titan. idrtRp. sina^ 
da, NUkuuL at, me, abe, oka. 

CuwwilUilc Area MotinBd* 
Btae, pdsbfci kaher, Hoc pteod, 
■ire-, snbv. Af hods 

sports ciluiiil, oU, 
ihn, afa. 5,100al> £20.995 
»7P Coir VBC Mr. Dumood 
Blade, Bbct doa. ttrkaca, 
traction, da, oWroot, nbn, 
lAAnb, uc, alloy vheh. 

P7P (Mr Gn 1SV 3dr. Mynk 
Bloc, Blade doth ateata. afrcao, 
aba, tradiM, tHa^ ofaMdow, 
ofec. mtUadnas, edm, 3rd M%bt. 
imawb. dw, 7,lfiDmh _nw>95 

V7P Gttr cn SV 3dr. Mraic 
Bine, bbch doth den, aims. 
drtnfc ala, obc, ew, Medhtan. 
dial itfacda, 646Qmb .£14995 
MN Cafe GTI Cota- CMcefit 
Mr. As Blue, IfadBhd 
Italbtr i/sem, abbas, efc/nwf, 
Ms. id, atea, dkm. 21300 

91? Coir 140, S *•- Dimoo 
Great, pay dab, pUnkf, 
■Maf, ofaindowi ri, Ban, 

hnmnbnigT, cADdoj, lZAOOmk 

V7S Polo 140. Ur. Atlantic 
Bkac, Bbct kacxioc, airtug, paa, 
aaiiaf, iftAota, afc/i ataaa, 
aba. etw, feonab, RMWoila 

RAW « cat Whtta a dr Mr 1SK 
mla FSH 1 own VBainanrr 

01274 6A6111T 

VOLVO 
AUTHORISED 

REGISTRATION 
NUMBERS 

ABAB17 1«0 
6704 AD 1.400 
78 ALE &5D0 

2477 DP 1,400 
D566 11.000 
DS7941 1400 

EARCH V 4 J A- • 

B5FCA 1,000 
R5FCA 1A» 
FEC871 i,ooo 
FBI 351 1.400 
FFB771 1.500 
417 FQ 1JB00 
n5i n 1300 
FRY 22 4000 

?m 
G00G44 3^00 
QJK88 S400 
QJK868 1,400 
QS85SY 600 
LL_H PGA 
H4RLD 600 
HAZB 2.200 
H1L195B ij»o 

rf»*H 909HW 1JB00 
SAD 186 1,800 

8001749 SW) 1300 
TAHS3 2,600 

BOO G1 USA 2JOO 
1300IVSTS58 1JWJ 

,i 

v.'ww. dvla-som.co.uk 

UTU1 nwriiwn vr ni annbiivc MCUKalKRflON MARKS 

< you are cortaiifWfcq a bid pinaaa coreattr On tenoBs ol mpetl Bdrica; 
MpmhtecooimhMfilw Mfonaalian,BBaanM«hmiatikigkialij 
dadxnr.dbatvmyxn^inadrBbaiUyhhiKximuchiirlooBtta. 

PHONE: 01257 462303 FAX:474745 



48 UNIT TRUST PRICES 
THE TIMES SATURDAY APfILlS 1998 

MB SOWTT UMfT TRUST LTD 

Oiri an ran oaks nn 7HB 
AqfeMhnb 
IfeSrtgcri 111® 1511/ 
Dofuvuiian i4ais laii 

IKEttMprod 11157 120311 
Dowvbites noii nuBi 
uscwsragmi «oi mu 
&a> 95143 9812? 
IK Grata Fate 

(VWita 4230 W.90 

- an 
+ 100 STS 

UKSUCss 9(91 101® - 018 050 

F15ESD9dB 11319 ITUS -004 1® 

GendUKhOK 2/fiJ1 302821 -«® 5Ti 

CopH 8*21 BOX + 002 632 

Ltontykc 
feecofenri Fgnd 

4® 48631 - OX 7 98 

AraclmGai 32430 JUDO - 2® 

Amncii3ri 2® IK 26* ill + 624 

CANADALHIWHTOK) LTD 
01707*2100 

CaiUnQsl 31? 10 330BI -410 1.03 
40-kEOnDfcl 17700 117501 - 430 170 

■Id- tern 0330 G39JSdt - 790 2T0 
4(80 47J)7 - 003 1C 

Oa«lltab 270.40 0150 -490 144 

Bom lain) aura - o in soo 
to Grata 28 40 274 601 ■ 2® Q.’ft 
Nodi'Areata 36640 3B8D -'ISO 

F*r£M 190(0 mo - SO 104 
UKSdbIrCk 31160 33430 - 0J0 Ofi 

EsOai 14D10 14U0 - 150 0.43 
Jj|U!«(iitffCi * EG MOhj - 03? 

NgansK 31100 man -4m >57 
7*215 5751 + 142 009 

Pariah) 10*37 11529 - 035 1.04 
l» tarar fee 1340) 14245) - 002 IS! 

CApa-CWttHYEBSUTMflllTLTO 

0161*31 7433 Esq 01S1 Ml 7433 Ho 0161 031 7455 
AntonAUn 2773) 346301 - 340 

MHite >5440 IHOB + 130 (LID 
5nuaua|4-n 191s mat - 1.1a in 

79300 B417D - 040 155 
bum & Grata» 862*0 70*70 - 8® ISO 

-to-tant IOS4J1I 1122TD -1150 ISO 

JWSta <031 «54( - m 
MmUGwn 165200 1721001 -2*00 133 
-to-team H8B00 ;ir&00 -SOD 133 
SwMSO lauo 195JH ■ 220 151 
HqpneH 118*00 273100 -300 39 

CAZBWVE 1MT ffiUST MGUT LTD 
0171606 0700 

JGlEMro 
Fnpoi Goe 

EmpmSM 
JnaGto 
Ash Radlc 
Protected 
(ialBCbko 

U&iAnma 
UEM 
BdriMEjonpl 

2S9272 2731.76 
4B4.W 4»90 
17240 11437 

9671 IM70 
6*96 6944 

100*6 10.'*5 

19637 21001 
10556 11269 
18180 19443 
10.-40 IB TO 
5070 5421 

- 780 DOB 

4- 114 
-180 .. 
- 001 109 
- ?M . 

- 383 
- L45 
- 184 Oil 

214 
+ ITS 

AXA Edtnr S LAW UMT TST (OS 
Diana 553m 
Gaolto 97160 10220 
Gated he 
IK Grata Ax 
IK Grata fee *18* 4*49 
19OTK beta # 12W® 13440 
Unbare fee# 63770 £78* 
S&MHACC 2*120 25*6 
urfroftehc 9799 m* 
NHL Anna 

BlBCwOoiE 

GMdRfe 
IK Grata 

Otdiih* 
wre> 
AP»S«K5B 
Ann 
unguu 
IkgMOB Pte 

tenwi 
5roOTFAa 

spea*9tafc 
Gta Aaron Ifefei 124.01 IMF 

FUMNG PRIVATE FUH H6MT LTD 

0171114 7700 

110* 79 16 «- 0.40 
36560 18*80 <- 7TO 027 

135.90 144401 - 120 03* 

46 77 43731 - 013 033 
18020 191JO - £4fl UE 
16410 9090 - 430 213 
(IS7D 728GB - 072 095 

5612 535* - 044 ... 
141.60 14*90 - 100 
48320 51130 - 200 056 
8692 8754 - 082 OX 

70250 832101 + 0.12 iW 
14660 15850 - SID 132 

104000 1106m - 290 IJB 

124.81 174 61 + 014 6» 

Stood# 
FhdMvPrtbc » 
C^jPWta 

Gena* Ups 
MU 
PHlIWAl 

18980 191.401 + aro 144 
non ii?® - on sis 

21170 21210 - 290 OI3 
19210 19320 t 090 280 
5419 54B4 -OK) ID1 

661*0 SB JO * 4*0 OSS 

MFrftribfex 
BAFfffetfehc 
GttriBBK 

Mauri 6a 
Aon A* 
Paste* Ar 

97160 (03200 
mm 837.70 
666 B0 aB JO 
416 X 44490 

126400 134400 
637 70 £78 40 
2*1 JO 25*60 
0799 1(0.40 

*6790 4*7 70 
570 IB 606*0 
13230 inn 
168 40 17910 
10660 11150 
H2S0 U120 
81S 8714 
7426 7900 
3186 B8* 

20620 X* 40 

Caaow Potts 
Anncai Fum 

I2S07 133.03 - 177 214 
inn 19283 - 091 041 

EmpeaiFnUfa aaia 221 157 + 033 029 
tttcuae 
jsuiBcPodM 
P3EK POttO 
IF Eton 
UKcttAH 
UKOnkCn 

5715 6011 - 0£1 E22 
44.70 4730} - 022 

M5D9 1217b - IB r 15 
1Z864 137221 - 261 255 
7<6S 7913 - OJ? 478 
61.4* B76 - 0 40 1 74 

- 442 315 
- 459 
+ 05* 751 
* OX 

AXA SUN LK FUH) HERS LID 
Emotes 01179009000 

□fcaewaar M67 7412 
IRhontic *0 17 93 77 
Emhckc# *190 4*35 
IMYHte 12*30 13650 
te&Gfefec 11**0 127*0 
IKSffriffCu 49 71 52*0 
PfetecGOTRri 3478 3700 

03*5717373 
Gta&PtmH UBX 157)01 . mo S6S 

247® 264)01 - 400 39G 
2M ID 285 <01 - (5U 
57810 61/40! - 500 027 

AstesTferic 22330 23950 - 6 JO 057 
SB® *»X - 
294® — 
013 4600) - aid UT 

JtOJO 383 301 — (JO 2bi 
94 71 9012 - 0/fi 03b 
73H nn - ?m 
5015 99)3} - 0)2 4?) 

bta^esl JMM 219(0 - Jffl 
2® 60 25/J5 
105 40 ill ID — 
157.0 1G7X ara 058 
9137 978*1 - i« 1W 

GtMGriftlSff BOX (6J9 4• 01/ :m 
no 8163 - IX ora 

CjpodHesaw 156® 156 50 - 010 44/ 

SI3Z-S? 520988 +6*53 Herife Fuat Inc Z98X 
13700 IDS* + 151 7 SB to- Atmn 29*20 
283*0 31530 

52*N 
MGRS LID fed Grata 533 00 

591 JO 

102 10 107 M - IU9 S7£ Got 11400 
*052 *166 - I 13 to Ammi 115 ID 

27918 241B1 - 481 0® LhaMrhc# 2)5 0Q 
TO) 74 106 84} + on 254 to Atcror 4 XT SO 
Kb* 1QUI - 059 UnvdProllK MSB) 

<3186 - 4b? 165.® 
139 74 1*012 QuxtHrty tnconw J 72.48 

0169 9158 - 1)6 321 toAcan # OB 53 

ABBEY NAIOWAL UMT TRUST UGRS LTD 
0141 2758500 
tt&P UK Grata :J0W 1)9 10 - 260 16* 
Eadihcone# 18OIO 19150 - 150 314 
E*mn* 332*0 353 60 - 170 432 
SnuBePCai 11160 III701 + 020 182 
Iff lllte roil 147M 156601 - 270 071 

N3ERQEBI PMLflC UTIIGRS LTD 
Ear DM5 806 06* Dfc 0800 833 588 
Atm Ope Act *0849 <>979 
Etngbfeste fi** (fit* 
auu <sr iai9i 
EtnOtaAct M2** 1*9*6 
Em Spec0m Ac 146)2 15757 

Eteibctac 250C 264491 
Etfateta 3*405 36155 
ft EM Eton 79 *9 8411 
RodMfec# 3060 32II 
Fund* be 
FndOlkakE* 
Fund 01 hi Ax 
61 fee tact 
(Sob* tad fee 
OoUKfet 
Gttri fee Ate 
(up be Inc 
ibgtKAx 
Jam lot 

Lrih Acer fee 
Mere tent 

MMffGtaK 
llottiAivi fee 
Mllnht 
hdeR 
Ptwp 3uf» El 

hanU 
BectauvAct 
teeoritete 
Speed 31 Ab 
Ian he 
Tab Act 
UK OH Up he 
UXBfaeCNpAcc 

UP EM 6* fee 
UK 6m fee 
Wall Pal he# 

22307 23604) 
48289 51098 
5120 S3 477 
*06* <2.43 
3389 3567 
SUM 54*3 

18623 19706! 
251 13 26573 
ran 1*7*5 
6859 I? SB 
8917 73391 
64 3t no*t 

28051 29517 
2*0*5 29552 

5561 5*837 
100.73 106(0 
11800 124*6 
134.1* 1419* 
19150 20211 
21613 22191 
86922 91*96 
86922 914 96 
129 89 1X36 
156 X 16415 
8656 SS57 
7111 02201 

10018 10600 

- 124 
* 013 
- OX 1162 
+ 037 
* 369 
- 200 359 
- 2/4 359 
- 2S3 0)8 
+ 015 745 
* 104 
- 006 8X 
- 014 8S 
- 001 644 
- 021 409 
-017 ITS 
- 025 3 35 
- 594 117 
- 169 317 
- OB 
- 082 
* 012 2J5 
* 009 0J4 
- 6JC 
- 603 
- m 019 
- o«7 on 
- 0*7 IJI 
- 099 111 
+ 141 017 
+ 046 OI7 
* 415 

C8F CHURCH OF ENGUM) HHE 
01715® 1815 
tat FP fee 108150 109704 
b.FP Fee 11X76 114074 
Ulfjechc 16979 17047 
Pnm^tAa 18505 18579 

EOF CHRISTY RMS 
01/1S8B1815 
hesmnht KH866 1064U 
hnstaUAx SI3U7 520988 
Foal Wine 13700 IU5* 
FMIKAe 283.40 20*54 

0171 556 *800 
BkUuiIU 
Beet Eh-Tsh 
AxmWullri 
Cotfin As* 
CuiFUH 
Rjfj KwCjc 
BocUnWhCrti 
UKHtsFd 

CITY OF LOUXH1HT T5T UGRS LTD 
01717110771 AttL 01Z77 227 300 
bram) Matas 5006 5311 

CLBWAL USMCAL UT HERS LTD 
0345 773 233 
AnenOfeG+n Id 01 IIBIO 
iMvpti &mVi 4190 «S3 
EUityttfee* I XL 89 1(168 
to-Feaxi* 20308 21489 
Eaa IwnriH fee 2951 3l Q8| 
Un nan lee 3516 37 02 
EuMfeMi KB X 11001 
berarem *0 55 UX 
GKoUtw*, 154 *6 163 02 
J4nntarti 30 61 3256 
Pu^teCien 97 87 UD56 
fed Sm Co: ht (905 51 X 
to- *eou 52.82 5509 
Raioiwnlnr t XU -Q86 
3ucalS*e 6J78 £m 
[f&Crm-JZ. 76*9 8Q9* 

CU.0MAL UMT TRUSTS (UKI LTD 
01834 038000 
Maxed 9’54 9535 - 091 293 
Cntfe 116B1 12041 - 114 161 
Mb (Kune 58 H 60 76-001 6J5 
lip 50 8682 9043 - 144 157 

COWCROAL WON TRUST IKK LTD 
01816669816 
fflfsnff KHifoun im fumsi 

feeme Funds 
Etotyfec 26406 275091 - 18* 364 
LdmBa 51*6 5565! 464 
urn#/fee Pin 630* 856(1 + 015 682 
-to Wm 77 71 BOX + 019 682 
Prt«tnre3B« 60r C7*t - OK 621 
Futmeed Ftnt 

HMiVMI 18316 1UU| - 0/9 505 
Ungedhnl 93J5 972S1 - Q90 218 
(A Grom Finis 
'MBetCa. 5758 S999t - 038 14? 
to-Axm G9S 7231 - 046 142 

LSI 8 Sami 139 BS 1*5691 -252 186 
to- Aeon IB50 1%n - 340 186 
I* Gram 27133 ?83®r - SOT lJfi 
Uumfeanal OnmCi Ftodt 
tap;Groan 3*38 35668) - 070 OX 

HWBCH 8 C0LQNAL UMT M6T 

Dh B1Z7T 8»38G MraYV*) 01277 E» » 

Ea»Sn*Cot 23020 MOO + 120 
ttkXtofe 246* 26Ill - 034 *82 
■JilraaiCtaB 37 15 39 73 - 03 1-73 
LStettCos 59490 631 70 + 230 

HU8UET0N UMT M6HT LID 
Eoq Oi 71330 8500 Daring 034S 775511 
MnM 12090 127X1 

to Man iron 127001 
AMfteUa Cm 879.X S3* 30 
toAccm 89*20 95460 
CartdH 48050 5U3| 
toAxap 717 60 76340) 
oriStata nc asm 
to Aon 9595 
GanU 185.10 
toAzun 3*380 

Epm«jUitrii 6266 
to Asm 6149 
Eutpea. 21&1D 
to Axan 25320 
EMtetot $3930 
to Menu 8*20 

- 110 . 
- 110 
+ 1520 

+ 15jE0 
F 1.10 126 
+ 160 IX 
+ 0*1 
+ 090 
+ OX 583 
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POWERFUL PEPS 57 

Rich pickings 
for the 
single-minded 

WEEKEND 

MONEY 
LESS IS MORE 63 

Big things 
expected of 

smaller stocks 

Patrick Collinson explains the reasons why an old savings vehicle is enjoying a new lease of life Ernie, the Premium Bond 
computer prize picker, 
could be forgiven for blow¬ 
ing a fuse. More Premium 

Bonds have been sold in ihe past 36 
months than in the previous 37 years 
as serious investors replace grannies 
as the big buyers. 

More than 120.000 people now 
have the maximum £20.000 invest¬ 
ment in Premium Bonds allowed by 
National Savings, and a total of 23 
million people hold Premium Bonds. 
In the past 12 months five and a half 
million Premium Bond holders have 
shared E429 million in prizes, with *49 
people winning the £1 million jackpot 
in the past three years. 

Figures released yesterday by Nat¬ 
ional Savings reveal that the year to 
April 5, 1998. was the best ever for 
Premium Bond sales since Ernie 
picked the first winner in 1957. Sales 
last year were £32 billion, up 23 per 
cent on the previous year. 

The reason for the sales boom is 
that payouts on Premium Bonds can 
more than equal the interest rates 
paid on deposit accounts, without 
even factoring in the potential for 
winning the £1 million jackpoL 

Take the example of someone who 
holds the maximum Premium Bond 
investment of £20,000.; On average 
they can expect to receive ten £50 
prizes and three £100[prizes every 
year, according to a National Savings 
spokeswoman. That w^rks out as a 
return of £800 on a E20.000 invest¬ 
ment. or 4 per cent, fyut Premium 
Bond prizes are tax-free, so for a 40 
per cent taxpayer, the average payout 
is worth a gross amount of £1233. or 
6.67 per cent- Even for! a basic-rate 
taxpayer, the average payout is worth 
5 per cent gross. 

The returns compare weli against 
Halifax's Premium Sayings Direct 
account, which offers a someone with 
£20.000 deposited 7.65 per cent gross, 
but just 459 per cent net for a 40 per 
cent taxpayer. 

The best strategy to win prizes is to 
take out a large number of Premium 
Bonds and hold on to them for a long 
time, says James Higgins, invest¬ 
ment adviser with Chamberlain de 
Broe, the London broker. 

He said: “We recently had someone 
who took out £20.000 worth of 
Premium Bonds and had a £10.000 
win within the first year. But other 
clients with large holdings have also 
had a steady stream of E50 and £100 
prizes. For peoplei'who hold bonds 
over the longer tei|m. we are seeing 
that they are gening at least what 
they would earn from leaving the 

More investors 
take a punt on 

Premium Bonds 

HOW PREMIUM BOND 
SALES HAVE SOARED 

IN THE 1990s 

Source: National Savings, 
aa figures for financial years 
beginning April 6 
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Premium Bond sales have hit heights not seen since BUI Haley and the Comets were riding high in 1957 

money in a deposit account We have 
never had people who never earned a 
bean." 

The excitement of possibly winning 
the jackpot gives Premium Bonds the 
edge over savings accounts, says 
Graham Hooper, of Chase de Vere 
Investments. He said: “It's much 

better odds than the Lottery and you 
still keep the money you put in. People 
also love winning prizes. If you get 
£1,000 off a £20,000 investment it*5 
only 5 per cenL but people look at it 
very positively. It’s a different mindset 
to other investments." - - - • -?■' 

Yet not everybody is happy with 

the distribution of prizes. One reader 
of The Times. Peter CouiUaulL from 
Tring in Hertfordshire, wrote recent¬ 
ly to complain that smaller and more 
recent bond buyers appear to be 
scooping the big prizes rather than 
bigger investors. .... 

He said: “Once again we see that a 

holder with just £1,000 has won the 
jackpot. One month it is £20,000, 
then the following month it is one- 
twentieth of that amount I have had 
over £16.000 for more than three 
years and my prizes have actually 
gone down. Furthermore, most of 
the top prizes were recently pur¬ 
chased. and this is clearly evident by 
the first four letters and numbers of 
the bond." 

But a National Savings spokes¬ 
woman rejects the criticisms. She 
said: “If you look at the 49 winners of 
the £1 million monthly jackpot nine 
have had the maximum holding of 
£20.000 and many others have had 
large Premium Bond holdings. So 
your reader's suggestion is not 
borne out by the facts, although 
small holdings do win. Each Premi¬ 
um Bond has exactly the same 
chance as the next of winning any 
prize in the monthly draws — the 
odds are 19.000 to one. 

"What affects your chances is the 
number of bonds you have — the 
more bonds, the more chances you 
have in each draw and so the more 
chances of winning," she said. 

Premium Bond holders have also 
complained that Ernie appears to be 
biased towards bond holders in the 
South of England. Indeed, the figures 
reveal that of the 49 jackpot winners. 
33 live in the South, with eight in 
Surrey alone. But National Savings 
insists that this is simply representa¬ 
tive of the fact that more bond holders 
live in southern England than else¬ 
where in Britain. 

QUESTIONS ANSWERED 
Can anyone buy Pre¬ 
mium Bonds and 

what is the minimum pur¬ 
chase allowed? 

If you are aged 16 or 
over you can buy the 

bonds for yourself. But 
bonds can only be bought 
for children under 16 by 
their parents, (great) grand¬ 
parents or guardians. The 
minimum for each pur¬ 
chase is £100. Purchases 
above £100 are in multiples 
of £10. You can hold up to a 
maximum of £20.000. 

National Savings will hold 
on to the prize until the 
winner gets in touch. Un¬ 
like the National Lottery, 
there is no time limit for 
claims. 

What does 
stand for? 

Ernie 

Electronic 
Number 

Random 
Indicator 

Do I 
chance 

stand more 
of winning 

with consecutive numbers? 

Equipment. The Ernie com¬ 
puter has been replaced 
several times since it first 
came into use more than 30 
years ago. 

is Ernie really ran¬ 
dom. and can it ever 

leave out my number? 

No. A £500 bond com¬ 
prising 500 consecu¬ 

tive numbers has no more 
chance of winning titan 
several different Bonds 
which add up to £500. Each 
£1 unit has a separate and 
equal chance of winning. 

How do 1 boy my 
bonds and do tbey go 

straight into the draw? 

They can be bought at 
a post office or direct 

from National Savings, 
who will send them to you 
within 15 working days. 
Bonds can win prizes once 
they have beat held for a 
complete calendar month. 

How do I know if I 
have won and is my 

name given to the press if 1 
win the jackpot? 

National Savings will 
contact bond holders 

directly, so it is important to 
keep them informed of any 
change of address. As for 
publicity, the legislation 
governing Premium Bonds 
keeps names confidential. 

01 
What happens to un¬ 
claimed prizes? 

If the prize winner 
cannot be contacted. 

Yes. National Savings 
says it takes a lot of 

care to ensure numbers are 
picked at random and Ernie 
is not programmed to pro¬ 
duce any particular number 
or prefix or to favour any 
part of the country. Once 
your bond is eligible it will 
take part every month until 
it is cashed in. 

How do I cash in my 
bonds? 

Bonds can be cashed 
in without notice, by 

asking for a bond repay¬ 
ment form and pre-ad- 
dressed envelope at your 
local post, office. National 
Savings will return the 
money within eight work¬ 
ing days of receiving the 
form and can pay the 
mon^r directly into a bank 
or building society account 

What happens to my 
bonds if I die? 

The value of bonds 
can be left in a will, 

but not the actual bonds 
because they are not trans¬ 
ferable. Bonds remain eligi¬ 
ble for prizes for only 12 
months after the death of 
the holder, so they should 
be cashed in during this 
period. 
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Govett High Income Investment Trust PEP 

for a Z37%* income 

tax-free, 
go with Govett. 

If you're looking for a generous income, go with the high-yield experts. Govett’s High 

Income Investment Trust is currently yielding 7.37%* from a carefully diversified portfolio 

i - so it's never solely relianl on any single market or sector performance. The Trust 

ft consists of high-yielding UK equities, international bonds and. for superior long-term 

M growth' potential, emeiging markets stocks. And, via the Govett Investment Trust 

Savings Scheme, the Trust is even available as a PEP. The result is a 

higher income, paid Quarterly, that can beyours lax-free. For further 

information, call 0845 300 90 90 (local rate) or fill in the coupon below. 
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Investment 
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Royal & SunAlliance The best of both 
worlds... 

# Unlimited Growth 
Potential 

Guaranteed 

Capital Protection 
(on the 5th anniversary) 
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Both Worlds 

For a special pack with full details, please 
contact your Financial Adviser, return the 
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If all the world’s 

top companies ^ 

were British, you 

wouldn’t need our 

Global Tracking PER 
Not all the best companies are British, which is why not all of the Norwich 

Global Tracking PEP is invested in British companies. Unlike most otheT 

tracking PEPs, we invest in over 2,500 companies worldwide, to give excellent 

potential for growth. 

■ Growth since launch in July 1996 of 34.8%* TAX-FREE, 

with a historic return of 108%** over 5 years. 

■ 75% of your investment tracks UK companies and 25% tracks 

companies in 27 other stock markets worldwide. 

■ No initial charges and no charge foT transfer from other PEPs. 

■ Make the most of the last PEP year, apply now. 
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For a free information pack cal! 

0800 056 2450 
quoting reference number 1TI68 
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A lost market for new issues 
Share prices have been booming 

for three years. But one tradition¬ 
al sign of a mature bull market 

has been missing. Bank of England 
statistics for March record simply: 
"There were no large equity issues this 
month." Only one, a £100 million oil 
rights issue, was even announced. 
Records kept by KPMG show that 
flotations are down from 113 in 1996 to 
97 last year, raising £3.5 billion against 
£10.1 billion in 1996. The first quarter of 
1998 was the leanest for nine years, 11 
companies raising just £310 milllonL 

The KPMG figures show one reason 
why. In the same quarter, management 
buyouts raised £53 billion. No wonder 
that venture capital trusts dominate the. 
money list of recent issues, spiced by a 
few arrivals on the Alternative Invest¬ 
ment Market (AIM). Expect a- venture 
capital debacle in due time. 

The lack of rigbts issues can easily be 
explained. All that restructuring and 
downsizing has yielded such bounteous 
cashflow that many big groups are 
repaying equity. Others can easily 
borrow at historically low rates. And 
too few are investing in expansion. 
Either way, buybacks and lack of cash 
calls bankroll institutions to buy exist¬ 
ing stocks and drive prices up. 

The shortage of smaller flotations has 
more complex causes. City interests 
decided years ago that they no longer 
needed private investors to back newly 
floated companies. By squeezing the 
public out costs could be cut and die 
benefits kept for professionals. In 
contrast to other retail business, buying 
new shares has been made more 

PERSONAL 
INVESTOR 

GRAHAM 
SEARJEANT 

complex and less convenient The 
public offer, which enabled investors to 
buy shares in young companies off the 
page, like Peps, has virtually died. 

Even AIM, which got off the ground 
because private investors ventured in 
where institutions feared to tread, has 
been progressively taken over Venture 
capital own views AIM flotations as a 
last-resort disposal option, a cause for 
some caution. Gordon Brown is remov¬ 
ing most of the tax appeal loo. The 
Finance Bill stops the former privilege, 
in about a third of AIM stocks, to roll 
over capital gains- although certain new 
issues can still attract relief. AIM stocks 
are not eligible for Peps on grounds of 
risk. As yet. they will not be allowed in 
Isas either, so private investors may be 
squeezed out again. 

Former mutuals aside, these develop¬ 
ments have turned new issues into a 
market for fund managers. As most of 
these are sheeplike, it has become a 
fashion market, to be wheeled in an out 

according to this season's taste. In 1997 
the share boom passed smaller com¬ 
panies bv. The KTSE 100 index gained 
about 30 per cent the Cap index 6 per 
cent. A home and factor)' focus was 
supposed to leave smaller fry at the 
mercy of rising UK. interest and 
exchange rates. This argument has not 
changed but fund mahagers are desper¬ 
ate for value. So this year, the sheep are 
grazing on smaller pastures. 

Little shares are now rising in line 
with big ones. Just ai poor performance 
led to a low birth rat* of new quotations, 
return to favour should lead to indis¬ 
criminate breeding later this year. A 
few fireworks, such as the 25 per cent 
first-day gain on . the Ottakar’s book¬ 
shop chain this week, will enthuse the 
institutions that benefited- Private in¬ 
vestors should not get carried away. 

i Flotations that do not even include 
an open offer imply that the 
vendors are more interested in 

cashing in the past than building a 
future. Later, when the field is crowded 
and the flock of fund managers moves 
on. vendors may be cynically inclined to 
woo private investors more. 

Entrepreneurs and investors would 
both benefit from a more genuine 
revival of the private market for new 
issues, if the City would permit it New 
cost-effective techniques could be devel¬ 
oped. perhaps by combining off-the- 
page buying with information on (be 
Internet Meanwhile, the patient and 
dedicated can still profit by searching 
out the few newcomers who see flota¬ 
tion as a beginning rather than an end. 

Healthy prospects for cash plans 
Medical cash plans 

may be no substi¬ 
tute for private med¬ 

ical insurance (PM1). But 
while the numbers of people 
with PM1 have changed little 
since 1990. cash plans — 
offered by around 28 organ¬ 
isations, some of them small 
regional mutual organisations 
— are growing in popularity. 

Some six million people now 
have cash plans, which pay 
out for everyday health needs. 
You will not be able to jump an 
18-month NHS queue for a 
non-emergency operation. But 
when you are in hospital, you 

will receive a lump sum to 
cover out-of-pocket expenses. 

Boots, the high street retail¬ 
er. is now offering medical 
cash plans underwritten by 
Royal & SunAlliance. 

Cash plans give you cash 
back when you are ill or spend 
money on a health-related 
treatment such as going to the 
opticians, dentist, chiropodist 
or physiotherapist. Some will 
also help with alternative ther¬ 
apies such as acupuncture. 
While PM1 premiums are 
governed by age. where you 
live and the state of your- 
health, cash plan premiums 

Buying or selling endowments9 

There’s a better price 
waiting for you at SEC 
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0800 783 0862 

are largely the same for 
everyone. 

One reason for the growing 
popularity of cash plans is 
their relative simplicicity. 
George Connelly of Health 
Care Matters, a firm that 
advises on PMI. said: “People 
buy PMI with their hearts 
instead of their heads. It is 
often too late when people 
realise that there are limits on 
their cover. With cash plans, 
what you see is what you get.” 

However, cash plans are 
still difficult to compare. Boots 
will be offering five different 
types of cover — family health, 
dental, pregnancy, accident 
and child injury cover. 

The family health scheme, 
the core product, offers.the 
choice of two levels of cover — 
Gold at E16 a month and 
Silver at hall die price but with 
half the cover. 

HSA the market leader, 
charges just under £14 a 
month and offers 21 benefits. 
WPA and BCWA offer fewer 
benefits and charge £17.72 and 
£12.64 a month respectively. 

Dr Penny O'Nions. a 
healthcare specialist, said: “It 
appears to be a deliberate 
decision by the insurance cbm- 

Patients are paid “expenses” 

panics to design products 
which cannot be compared on a 
like-for-like basis. However, 
some are clearly designed to 
appeal to certain categories of 
family such as the BCWA 
which provides for the lower- 
income family that wishes to 
use the plan as a type of 
substitute for an income re¬ 
placement policy in the event of 
hospitalisation, whereas the 
HSA is the best all-rounder 
choice for the older family." 

Susan Emmett 

'll: 

GT Global 

GT Income PEP 
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Spectacular growth 
High income 
Tax free 
GT Income Fund boasts a 24-year 

track record of exceptional growth 

and a steady, rising income. Look at 

the facts: £6,000 invested in the GT 

Income PEP 5 years ago would now 

be worth more than £16,000 had 

you re-mvested the income - more 

chan double the return from even 

the highest rate building society. 

We're currently offering a 2% 

discount on GT Income PEP, which 

we believe makes it one of the most 

attractive PEP propositions around. 

So if you're looking for a high 

per,ormance PtP for a not-so-high 

price, call us now for a brochure on 
GT Income PEP. 

Call free on: 

0500 484 562 

Please return to: GT Global, Freeoost, PO Bex '213, Bristol, E53 3FA 

Address 

Postcode 
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Watchdog’s head in sand, too 
The ostrich could justi¬ 

fiably hold a grudge 
against the invest¬ 

ment industry. First he 
featured in xli-fated get- 
rich-quick schemes. Now 
he is to star in the new 
pensions television advert¬ 
isement. cast as the sad so- 
and-so who cannot face 
reality. But while the os¬ 
trich should be discussing 
with his agent roles where 
he does not bury his head 
in the sand, the Financial 
Services Authority (FSA) 
may be praised for this 
reworking of an old idea. 

The investor watchdog 
has devised the advertise¬ 
ment as a way of reaching 
the disillusioned millions 
sold unsuitable personal 
pensions who have yet to 
be compensated. They are 
failing to respond to insur¬ 
ers’ letters, believing that 
the envelope contains an 
invitation to invest in more 
shoddy schemes. The cam- 

COMMENT 

ANNE ASHWORTH 
Personal Finance 

Editor 

paign shows that the FSA 
aspires to put the concerns 
of consumers before those 
of the financial services 
mchistry. Under the previ¬ 
ous system of regulation, 
the life insurance com¬ 
panies, in particular, held 
sway among the watch¬ 
dogs- One small example 
of their dominance was the 
impenetrable reduction in 
yield calculation which 
shows the impact of 
charges on the return from 
a pension. Few of us are 
any the wiser, exactly as 
the insurers wished. 

This new drive to ensure 
that all the victims of mis- 
seliing are properly com¬ 
pensated should be acc¬ 
ompanied by a reform of 
the compensation arrange¬ 
ments covering all inves¬ 
tors. On pages 58-59, we 
explain the defects of this 
system. You would, for 
example, imagine that a 
person who asked for his 
money to be put into Nat¬ 
ional Savings, but found 
instead that his authorised 
adviser was a thief, was 
eligible for help from the 
Investors Compensation 

Scheme. But, no. The FSA 
must itself not be ostrich- 
like over such injustices. 

Gucci Ernie 
ERNIE, born in 1957, is 
proving that life is fabulous 
at 40. Premium Bond sales 
are surging, as foe well- 
heeled recognise the bene¬ 
fits of the tax-free return. 
For this group. Premium 
Bonds are the perfect flut¬ 
ter the chance of a £1 
million jackpot, without 
National Lottery vulgarity 
and the guarantee that your 
stake money will be re¬ 
turned National Savings 
should now do more for 
investors of modest means. 
Its Investment Account 
pays 4.75 per cent, while 
comparable accounts pay 7 
per cent. Otherwise we will 
conclude that National Sav¬ 
ings is becoming the Gucci 
of foe sector, rather than foe 
supermarket 

The cold, wet weather may have 
stopped you reaching for the 
mop. but spring cleaning is not 
just about scrubbing the door¬ 

step. With the start of the new financial 
year, now is also the ideal time to give 
your personal finances a polish. 

■ SAVINGS: With so much competition 
in the savings market, banks and build¬ 
ing societies have been busy overhauling 
iheir accounts and it is possible that you 
are stuck with an uncompetitive product. 
Notice accounts traditionally offer better 
rates but some of the rates paid on instant 
access products are looking very competi¬ 
tive at the moment, with many topping 
the 7 per cent mark. It is also always 
useful to set aside an emergency fund in a 
bank or building society. Fiona Price, of 
Fiona Price and Partners, said: "Aim to 
have around D.000 for any unexpected 
costs that may arise.” For information on 
all accounts, consult Monevfacts (01692 
500765 for a free copy). 

■ PENSIONS: For many, a pension is 
the bedrock of financial planning. If you 
have access to a company scheme, 
consider joining it; if not. look into 
personal pensions. Spring is also a good 
rime to review pensions in terms of 
performance and the use of reliefs. 
Having recently completed your tax 
return, you are now in a good position to 
know whether you can boost your pension 
plan by tapping into unused relief. This 
applies if you have not paid in the 
maximum allowable in previous years. If 
you are approaching retirement you 
might want to consider increasing premi¬ 
um payments or malting an additional 
voluntary contribution (AVQ. To pick a 
personal pension, read BESt Investment's 
Best Pension (£25). Call: 0171-3210100. 

■ INVESTMENTS: Personal equity 
plans and tax exempt special savings 
accounts will be consigned to the history 

Spring 
clean 

Susan Emmett gets 

out her financial 

mop and bucket 

books at the end of this financial year but 
if you are looking to invest for the medium 
to long term they are still a good bet 
Although the new individual savings 
account will replace both of these products 
next April, those with savings in a Tessa, 
will be able to keep their investments until 
they reach maturity. Year-end informa¬ 
tion is also useful to see how your portfolio 

d[ investments has performed and consid¬ 
er whether you could get a better deal 
elsewhere. If you have used all your PCp 
and Tessa allowances k«uk into other 
forms of collective investments such as 
unit and investment trusts. 

■ MORTGAGES: Many people will 
soon find that their mortgage payments 
have gone up because of annual adjust¬ 
ments. Now may be a good time to see if 
there is any merit in shifting to another 
lender. If you are on a variable rate, owe 
less than 85-90 per cent of the value of 
your property and have been with the 
same lender for over three years, then a 
move is worth considering. Philip Cart¬ 
wright of London and Country Mortgages 
said the National Counties Building 
Society would pay the remortgaging costs 
of those taking-out its discount mortgage. 
The discount of 1.7 per cent runs for two 
years on its 8;29 per cent variable rate. 

■ INSURANCE: Have you had children 
since you last overhauled your finances? 
Do you have adequate life insurance 
arranged? Also consider permanent 
health fin come replacement) and critical 
illness cover. House insurance: Does your 
contents policy provide adequate cover for 
your possessions? Have you been with the 
same insurer for years? Do not just accept 
your renewal notice. Shop around. 

■ WILLS and INHERITANCE TAX: 
Wilis are important to ensure that your 
assets are distributed according to your 
wishes, particularly if you have depen¬ 
dants or are not married to your partner. If 
you die intestate, friends and family might 
not.be provided for properly. Even if you 
have a will, it is worth reviewing especially 
if you have married or divorced. It is also 
important to consider inheritance tax. 
Mark Holland of Chamberlain de Bnoe, the 
finance house, said: "It takes everyone ages 
to get round'to doing anything ‘ about' 
inheritance tax. Giving it some thought 
now might be a good idea.” 

Is this the IDEAL 

Looking for a personal pension plan that offers 

all the essential benefits and assurances? You’re looking at it now. 

© Index-trtu±±ngfor groirtb atlow cost @f 
© Fully portable from job to job 

© Low charges and no bidden extras 

© Freedom to vary payments 

© Stop and start payments to suit your 
circumstances* 

O Payment protection option# 
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And you can start your pension plan from just £50 a month. 

QiH us without obligation on 0500 65 65 65. 

Leg^^ 
General 

trust us to deliver 

Please send roe a personal Ulustnukm and m formal ion pack 

on the Legal Sc General Personal Pension Plan. G19/DL01 

Title: (Mr Mr*. MbdOthuri. 

Surname; 

Address:--- 

. Forename:, 

. Postcode:. 

An.1 you: Self-employed □ 
Employed a Unemployed □ 

1 anT/am not” currently in an 

employers pension scheme, 

“disksf » Jppriiprsirc 

.{SO II.7SJ 

Income: £. .p.a. 

i plan u> retire at:. 

Date of birth: / i 

Initial contribution itinMvi: 

.C,_per month imm iwi 

f . per annum imuLiSiVl) 

£__Single . (rmn.UJHNi) 

0500 65 65 65 
finoi - Sprii wtt’ikifciy.S. '-pm 
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J££^°lnmtion on our product* ht*p. .•www-Jq^mlffncrf*u.uk 
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The European GrowthTrust 

X204! 

With Friends Provident, 
there’s a good reason to 

go into Europe. 
It's well worth finding out about the Friends Provident European Growth Trust. 

Anyone going into Europe on 31st March 

1993, with a £3,000 investment in the Friends 

Provident European Growth Trust, would have 

had an excellent return by 31st March 1998. 

£9,123.67 no less. 

Not only has the Trust outperformed the 

To achieve its consistent capital growth 

over the last five years. Friends Provident Fund 

Managers invested the bulk of the fund in 

major European players such as Daimler-Benz 

and Adidas. 

Now you have the chance to invest in the 

Trust and gain the potential for average return for ail unit ■ _ . , 
M discount on lump 

trusts over the past five years, ®«ro investmems of significant tax-free growth via 
• B_ £S„0O0 or more 

it s achieved a top quartile • K gfm between 16 March ■ the Friends Provident European 

performance over!.3,5 and /. ® 

10 years. 

Fittingly, the Trust has earned its fair share 

of plaudits: a five star rating by Micropal, a triple 

A rating by Standard and Poor’s Fund 

Research Ltd and a 1998 What Pep award. 

;■ Growth PEP. If you want to go into 

Europe with Friends Provident, get on The Blue 

Line, call 0800 00 00 80 and discuss this PEP 

with courteous qualified people. 

Remember that past performance is not 

necessarily a guide to the future. 

Get on The Blue Line 

we’re open S to 8 Weekdays,. 10 to 4 Weekends. Call 0800 00 00 80. 

FTWNDS PROVIDENT THE BUIE UNE LWBTEO 16 * REPRESENTATIVE ONLY Of THE FRIENDS PROVIDENT MARKETING GROUP WHICH IS REGULATED BY THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORRY 

THE VALUE OP A UNIT TRUST. AND ANY INCOME FROM IT IS NOT GUARANTEED AND CAN GO UP AND DOWN DEPENDING ON INVESTMENT PERFORMANCE AM3 BECAUSE OF CURRENCY 

EXCHANGE RATES- PAST PERFORMANCE ft NOT ICCESSARtLY A GUIDE TO THE FUTURE. FULL TERMS AND CONDITIONS ARE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST TAX LEGISLATION MAY CHANGE 

-BASED ON THE PERFORMANCE OF THE EUROPEAN GROWTH UMT TRUST OVER 5 YEARS TO THE 31a MARCH 1M» ALL FIGURES ON AN OFFER TO BIO BASIS WITH NET INCOME REINVESTED. 

SOURCES REUTERS HWDStGHT. MtCHOPAL YOUR CALL MAY BE RECORDED FOP YOUR SECURITY THE GOVERMCNT IB LAUNCHING A NEW TAX-TREE INVESTMENT TTC INDIVIDUAL SAVINGS 

. ACCOUNT (*A) ON fl APRIL 19B9 TO REPLACE PEPS AND TESSAS IT WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE TO MAKE ANY FURTHER CONTRIBUTIONS WTO A PEP FROM THIS DATE BUT EXISTING PLANS IMLL 

CONTINUE TO BE TOTALLY FREE OF TAX. INVESTMENTS FROM B APRIL IBM. INCLUDING ONGOING MONTHLY CONTRIBUTIONS, CAN BE MADE INTO THE FREWS PROVIDENT ISA. 

tAVAILABLE TAX-FREE THROUGH THE EUROPEAN GROWTH PEP UNTIL APRIL IMS 

The blue chip 

of blue chip 

PEPs 

THE MERCURY BRITISH BLUE CHIP PEP 
NOW 0800 882 884 For a PEP with blue chip performance, look no further 

than the Mercury British Blue Chip PEP. Its portfolio of 

household names such as Lloyds TS8, Shell. Tesco and 

BT has an impressive track record: £6,000 invested five 

years ago would have more than doubled in value to 

over £12,800.* 
This is the Iasi tax year that you can invest in a PEP, 

so make sure you invest in the right one. 

Save up to £120 
For more information and details of a 2% PEP discount 

worth up to £120, call us now. return the coupon or 

contact your financial adviser. 

Now that the Chancellor has confirmed the 

continuing tax-efficiency of PEPs, it is even more 

important to consider making the most of your 

last PEP. Act now to get your 2% PEP discount. 

To- Brochure Requests. Mercury Assel Management Lid, FREEPOST 
KE4930. London EC4B 4DO. Please send me details of the Mercury 
Briusn Btue One PEP. PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS. 

Forenames in full) 

Postcode 

MERCURY 
A S S E T M A N A G E M E N T 

'Source: SandartShocrsMtsopaLPis^^ based on buying to se*ng press to 14 93 wflh^oesnconiewNssied ■ 2% dsxxxjnt cn the buyng poor ot i»»ts lor 
lump sun PEP irMJStments erf El .000 or more. B The vbJla3 of investmeris and income from them may fluctuate and are r>X guaranteed ■ performance is not 
necessarty a gu*J* TO future pertrumanoe. ■ TTre lax treatment of PEPs wi change m Apri 1999. ■ The Me*u»y BMs Chp is a u« Inal, nwaged by Mertxry 

Fund Managers Uti (regulated by IMRO and ihe Ferecmaf Investment Authority) iha uni Irust management arm of Mercwy Asset Manag^nent Ud. ■ The Mroxy 
PEPs are managed by Mercury Asset Management UdiregUaiadbyM^ fc tesedoniteCiwiraiorisBudgafl^ 
by Mercury Assel Management Lid, 33 hang Wffiam Sre&t, London EO*R 9AS. http^/wwwjnam.cnm ■ For your prelection, telephone cals ao icutfy recorded. 
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Helen Pridham looks at the options available when you change jobs 
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PEP allowance 
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Legal ii General have led the way 

in providing low cost, high 

performance PEPs to our customers. 

Over the years, our determination 

to provide outstanding value 

for money has meant tliat today ' 

Legal & General Investment 

Management has in excess of 

£o0 billion under management. 

A glance at the table shows that we 

deliver unbeatable value, providing 

die lowest cost diversified Corporate 

Bond PEP on the market with annual 

management charges of only 

with no initial charges on lump sum 

investments or withdrawal fees. 

So. for 3 regular, tax-free income on 

your savings find out more about 

Britain’s best value Income PEP today. 

Just complete and return the coupon. 

Legal & General 
Corporate Bond PEP 
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NO initial charges 

NO withdrawal fee 

0.5% annual management charge 

Visit our web site at wictt.LatuIG.coiu 
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Research has shown that 
men have an average of 
eight jobs during their 

working lives, with women not 
far behind. This means that 
most people will be involved in 
a variety of different pension 
arrangements during their ca¬ 
reers. Some jobs may provide 
a company pension but others 
won't You will probably have 
to reconsider your position 
every time you move. 

When you leave a job where 
you had a pension, you will 
have a number of options. You 
can transfer the cash equiva¬ 
lent of your pension to your 
next employer’s pension 
scheme or into your own 
pension policy. But die sim¬ 
plest option is to leave your 
pension where it is. This is not 
as unattractive as it sounds. 

Charlotte Clarice, pension 
transfer consultant at Towry 
Law, the independent finan¬ 
cial advisers, says: “People still 
talk about frozen pensions and 
assume they will be able to do 
better elsewhere. If they leave 
their pension in a final salary 
scheme they will have a 
known amount which will 
increase, in line with prices.” 

Pension schemes must now 
revalue the benefits of early 
leavers to reflect rises in the 
retail price index up to a 
maximum of 5 per cent per 
annum. It is only worth trans¬ 
ferring your money elsewhere 
if you think you can beat this 
outcome. Other benefits also 
need to be taken into account, 
such as spouses' pensions and 
increases in your pension at 
retirement. 

Towry Law points out that it 
is generally inadvisable for 
civil servants, teachers and 
local authority employees to 
transfer to a new employer’s 
scheme or a personal pension 
plan because their old pension 
schemes offer full inflation- 
proofing of benefits which few 
other schemes can match. 

For other employees, Elaine 
Flower, senior consultant at 
William Mercer, the benefit 
consultant, says “There may 
be some good reasons to 
consider a transfer but •em¬ 
ployees need to take advice.” 

You may be able to get 
advice from your employer's 
own financial advisers if you 
are moving jobs because you 
are being made redundant If 
you are changing jobs by 
choice, you could ask to speak 
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Offshore Dollar 7 comes from 

Northern Rock (Guernsey) Ltd, 

a wholly owned subsidiary of the 

British bank. Northern Rock pic. 

Not only do you enjoy complete 

confidence and confidentiality. 

You also get your annual interest 
paid gross, with US dollar investments 

of $500,000 or more earning the 
top return. 

600: 

Earn Top Dollar With Our 
Offshore Dollar 7 Account 

trl 

r- 

THESE RATES INCLUDE AN INTRODUCTORY INTEREST 
BONUS Of 0.25% WHICH IS GUARANTEED UNTIL 1.6.88. 

Deposits and withdrawals are made 
by electronic transfer. You can make 

penalty free withdrawals by giving us 
7 days notice. 

Or you can gain access immediately 
with 7 days loss of interest on the 
amount you withdraw. 

For details and application form, 
call any time and leave a message. 

Or complete and return the coupon. 

01481 718 121 
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to your new employer's finan¬ 
cial advisers. 

Deciding whether to trans¬ 
fer your pension to a new 
employer's scheme is particu¬ 
larly difficult Ms Flower says 
“No two schemes are the same 
and the calculations made by 
your new scheme's actuaries 
will be different from those 
made in the one you have left. 
If you transfer, you are likely 
to be credited with fewer years 
of pensionable service. What 
you must assess is whether 
your salary is likely to rise 
faster than the new scheme’s 
actuaries has-e assumed. If you 
are expecting a promotion you 
could be well advised to make 
a transfer." 

If you transfer from a final 
salary scheme to a personal 
pension or another scheme, 
known in the jargon as a 
section 32 buyout plan, your 
eventual pension will be deter¬ 
mined by the investment per¬ 
formance achieved by the 
insurance company. A few 
years ago when mis-sefling of 
personal pensions occurred. 

some people were wrongly 
advised to transfer into per¬ 
sonal pensions. Nowadays the 
Personal Investment Author¬ 
ity requires financial advisers 
and salesmen to cany out a 
full “transfer analysis" com¬ 
paring the merits of the em¬ 
ployee's old scheme and the 
new produo. Insurance companies now 

have special computer 
programmes for this pur¬ 

pose. John Turton. pensions 
specialist at BESt Investment, 
the independent financial ad¬ 
viser. explains: “What these 
programmes do is show a 
break-even yield that indicates 
the rate of investment growth 
the new plan must achieve in 
order to provide a client with 
at least as good a pension as 
the one he or she would get 
from staying in his or her old 
company scheme. 

“If the break-even yield is 8 
per cent per annum or less, a 
transfer is worth considering. 
If it is in excess of 10 per cent or 
11 per cent, it isn’t If the rate 

lies between these figures, 
then you will be taking a bit of 
a fiver." 

Mr 1\mon believes that 
those most likely to benefit 
from a transfer to a personal 
pension are under-35, single 
people or those in same-sex 
relationships. He says: “Fbr 
vounaer people there is more 
time for a personal pension to 
outperform a deferred pension 
in their old employer* 
scheme. For single people and 
those with same-sex partners, 
a personal pension can be 
tailored to their requirements, 
whereas an occupational 
scheme will usually provide a 
spouse's pension whether it is 
needed or not.” 

A section 32 buyout plan 
may be more appropriate if 
you want to preserve certain 
aspects of your previous em¬ 
ployer's pension such as death 
benefits. Mr Turton says that 
normally anyone within 15 
years of retirement who is in a 
conventional relationship will 
be better off leaving their 
pension where it is unless they 
are approaching retirement 
and want to take money from 
their fund under an “income 
drawdown" arrangement 

• if your previous employers 
scheme was money-purchase, 
wiiere your pension depends 
on the amount in your fund at 
retirement a transfer is also 
likely to be inadvisable. 
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For the single under-35s, like those in Game On, moving a pension could make sense 

TheWHanPEP. 

There are few more dependable investment 

vehicles than Wrtan PER Over one year, its 

performance is up 31%, and over ten years 

jAHir £1000 Mxild have turned into £4414*. 

Witan is one of the oldest and hugest UK 

investment companies. It has £1.6 billion 

invested in quality stocks across 32 countries. 

Last year to maka the most of the 

Witan PEP. 

The Witan PEP makes an excellent home 

for your money. The highly diversified 

portfolio helps to spread your risk and keep 

your investment returns consistent The 

Chancellor will allow you to invest in PEPS 

until 1999. so this is tfaeksz war >ou can add 

Witan PEP to your portfolio. Remember, 

you can invest lump suras from £2000 to a 

maximum of £6000 in a PEP for I99&9. 

Or you can invest regularly from just £50 a 

month and top up with further himp «nms 

of £500 or more. 

We’ve extended our free PEP 

management offer. 

We’ve also decided to extend our fiee PEP 

“anagement offer’- we’H waive our usual 

half yearly fee on 30 September 1998', if 

you invest a lump sura before 15 May 1998- 

So call free now. 

©0800 106 106 
(Quoting ref. whan 23) 

mfonmniwi. call us Ihx on the number 
abo'.cbelween Van, - 5pm. Monday lo Friday. 

__ _ ,-*r vtsrt w website www.wion.co.ak 

££ n ■*w“ p“ 
Address -- 

with every, 

. .. ..... Vi.;fTv•• *■ 

Postcode 
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Edinburgh feels 
urge to merge 
its unit trusts 

Pure puree? Sauce for pasta is made from “engineered” tomatoes that ripen more firmly and are cheaper to process 

High risk and reward 
of buying bio shares 

Biotechnology com¬ 
panies catch the imagi¬ 
nation of the private 

investor. Small, innovative, 
with the potential for offering 
spectacular returns, some of 
the most headline-grabbing 
scientific innovations in recent 
years have been on the back of 
biotechnology product dev¬ 
elopment While sheep cloning 
and giant wheat strains make 
worldwide news, some more 
mundane everyday innova¬ 
tions are also the product of 
biotechnology enterprise. 

For example, few people 
would realise that the tomato 
puree on sale in Safeways has 
been genetically engineered to 
make it tastier and cheaper to 
produce. The company that 
developed riper, firmer tomat¬ 
oes is the biotechnology divi¬ 
sion of the Zeneca, the drugs 
giant. 

The rising private investor 
interest in the biotech sector 
can be seen in figures pro¬ 
duced by Charles Schwab, the 
execution-only stockbroker. 
He reports that Chiiosdence. 
a UK biotech company, is one 
of the most highly traded 
shares in the UK. alongside 
household names such as BT 
and Halifax. 

People moving jnio the sec-. 
tor must observe a Tew basil:' 
investment rules. Matthew 
Orr, of the stockbroker Kfllik 
& Co, says they must be 
prepared to lose all their 
money. Most fledgeling 
biotech companies have only 
one, or a limited range of 
products which have to go 
through a complicated series 
of trials before they can be 
property marketed — this pro¬ 
cess can take up to ten years, 
and only one in 100 products 
dears ail the hurdles. 

Mr Orr said: “We risk-rate 
stocks on a scale of one to nine, 
biotech stocks rank nine.” 

Investors must be prepared 

You must be ready to lose 

all, says Caroline Merrell 

to take a long-term view 
because companies will not 
begin to-make a profit until 
their products are on the 
market. Generally they rely on 
venture capital or the backing 
of a bigger company to help to 
get their products off the 
ground. Mr Orr says investors 
should check the amount of 
cash on the balance sheet “ft 
is no good investing in a 
company about to run out of 
money." 

Two companies Dlustrate 
the risks and the rewards: 
Biocompatibles was trading at 
more than £14 per share in die 
middle of last year. The price 
fell to around £4 , when it 
became apparent the company 
had failed to secure a distribu¬ 
tion deal for its blood vessel 
product. 

At the beginning of this year 
the shares halved again, to 
reach 215p, when the chief 
executive resigned- Now they 
stand at around the J30p level. 

BBC TV 

Cloned: Dolly file marvel 

The second company, 
Chiroscience. looks set to be 
the first UK biotechnology 
firm to bring a drug to the 
market It is an anaesthetic 
called Chirocaine and has 
fewer side-effects than other 
anaesthetics. The company re¬ 
cently signed a distribution 
deal with Zeneca and the 
share price rose 23 per cent in 
a week. 

There is also a relatively 
small number of shares to 
choose from, which adds to the 
risk in the sector. In the UK 
there are 35 quoted biotechnol¬ 
ogy stocks, compared with 320 
in the US. The American 
companies are quoted on 
Nasdaq, with information car¬ 
ried on the Internet 

Nick Wolfe, of BA Robert¬ 
son Stevens, the American 
stockbrokers, said choosing 
file right shares was very 
difficult “You must look at the 
quality of the management 
and whether the products will 
fulfil a need in the market " 

Valuations are hard to as¬ 
sess and he advised potential 
investors to look at projected 
earnings growth and how 
likely the earnings would be 
achieved. A company hoping 
to produce a drug that had 
already gone through two 
stages of clinical testing, for 
example, might make a better 
bet than a company that was 
in the preliminary stages. 

Mr Wolfe said h was worth 
comparing the prices of com¬ 
panies that had similar earn¬ 
ings potential to see which 
offered better value. 

Advisers involved in biotech 
say investors should minimise 
risk by investing in a portfolio 
of different shares, or, they 

Structure your 
financial future 

This week's Investors Chronicle Includes our latest Personal 
Financial Planning Survey. We give you a detailed look at 
some of the more important aspects of your financial future 

and help you plan for it. 

The survey covers tffe insurance and health cover, pensions 
and annuities, split capital investment trusts {including the best 
performers) and units trusts. We also report on hybnd tessas. 
what the differences are and their attractions. Investments for 
children are now big business: we review the better options 

and expose the gimmicks. 

investors Chronicle complete with Personal Financial Planning 
is on sale Friday. April 17th. From your newsagent £2-50. 

FT 
FINANCIAL TIMES 

Fmaux 

should choose one of the three 
specialist biotech funds avail¬ 
able. Two. run by Rothschild 
Asset Management, invest in 
biotech companies interna¬ 
tionally — they also hold 
stakes in unquoted biotech 
companies. The performance 
of these hinds has been erratic, 
again reflecting the volatility 
of the sector. Finsbury also 
runs a specialist fund 

Mr Wolfe believes that this 
year will be a good one for UK 
biotech companies. He said: 
“It is an important year, with 
many companies in phase two 
of testing their products. " 
Shares he favours are Cantab, 
and Chiroscience. 

The urge to merge is fast 
catching on among fund 
managers, with Edin¬ 

burgh Fund Managers the 
most recent to announce amal¬ 
gamation plans. 

Edinburgh has said it antici¬ 
pates amalgamating several of 

! its unit trusts in the next few 
months, starling with its UK 
Income & Growth Fund link¬ 
ing with the Edinburgh 
Growth & Income Fund- 
Shareholders have approved 
already and the new fund will 

> be called the Edinburgh UK 
Growth Fund. 

The new fund has around 
£65 million under manage¬ 
ment, and the investment ob¬ 
jective is to concentrate on 
capital growth over the long 
term through investment in 
UK companies. 

The UK Income & Growth 
Fund was launched in 1936 
and the Growth & Income 
Fund was set up in 1986 by its 
original managers, Dunedin, 
and later acquired by Edin¬ 
burgh. Marianne Cantley. 
marketing manager for Edin¬ 
burgh Fund Managers, says 
the motive for merging is to 
rationalise overlapping funds. 
She said: “We have a wide 
range of unit trusts and where 
their objectives are broadly 
similar there is no need for 
separate funds.” 

Investors are unlikely to 
notice significant changes al¬ 
though Edinburgh will 
change the charging structure. 
The management fee remains 
1.25 per cent, but while previ¬ 
ously it was charged equally to 
income and capital it will be 
charged wholly to Income. 

Ian Milhvard. an invest¬ 
ment marketing director at 
Chase de Vere, an indepen¬ 
dent financial adviser, said: 
“This bucks the trend and is a 
reasonably good move, 
though investors should be 

# j 

TRUST 
WATCH 

aware that it will affect the 
yield slightly,” 

Edinburgh has not said 
which other funds may be 
rationalised but Ms Cantley 
said: “It is likely to be two or 
three in the next few months.” 

The trend of mergers is set to 
continue as part of housekeep¬ 
ing by fond managers. Last 
year M&G proposed a number 
of changes to its range of funds, 
including two mergers which 
will take effect later this year. 
Mergers may follow a period of 
new fond launches that will 
bring in more money than 
merely keeping existing funds. 
The attraction to a manager 
will wane if there is too much of 
an overlap in investment objec¬ 
tives between funds. 

Investors need not be 
alarmed if proposals to merge 
funds are put before them, 
provided, say financial advis¬ 
ers. the investment objectives 
remain the same. “The key is 
to look carefully before you 
invest, to make sure you are 
dealing with a good group.” 
says lan Milhvard at Chase de 
Vere. Fewer funds might 
mean that each gets more 
attention from managers. 

Edinburgh Fund Managers, 
in common with other groups 
such as Fidelity Investments, 
has also said it is looking at the 
converting to an OE1C — an 
open-ended investment com¬ 
pany. The introduction of these 
means that fond managers can 
offer a range of trusts under 
one umbrella, and market 
them to investors in Europe. 

Clare Stewart 

Investing on the stock market can often be extremely 
lucrative. You may be able to achieve a much higher rate of 
return than that offered by a fixed interest savings account. 

But there is an element of risk involved- \bu could also 
lose money rather than make money 

The Equitable Life’s ^Pith-Profits Bond reduces the risk. 
If you have £500 or more to invest, you can place h in a 

managed fond of assets comprising equities, properties and 
fixed interest securities. 

The with-profits approach smooths out the fluctuations 
normally associated with such portfolios. 

Over the long term, however, such a mixed portfolio of 
assets offers the prospect of real capital growth. 

Of course, the final value of the investment is not 
guaranteed. 

If you’d like to know how to make more of your savings 
without disturbing your peace of mind, call (0990) 38 48 58 

or return die coupon below for information by post and by 

telephone. 
www.equitablexo.uk 

For yonr security your telephone call nvtj be recorded 
InfanoukiaWvicc will only be given on Eqaiuble group products 

Regulated by ebe IVnsooal Investment Authority 

TOE EQUmBU Utf. nCEETOST KUTOKSUEEt ATIESBUK BUCX1NGHAMSHIBE HRN7BI 

| Intmld ggicCTOt mfcrtMOon on the Equnablc With-Profiii Bond Q TMBA8F J 
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SAVE & PROSPER GROWTH FUND 
Initial PEP charge Average annual growth 

o%* 25.6%’ 
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For anyone 

who respects 

the world’s 

resources, a PEP 

that won’t 

cost the earth 

With our new UK Ethical PEP, 

your money will be invested in 

companies seen to be making a 

positive contribution to society 

and not In those viewed as having 

a harmful effect on the world. 

You also stand to benefit from 

amongst the lowest charges around 

and you'll receive a 1% discount 

if you apply now. So why not 

consult your IFA or call us today? 

Standard Life UK Ethical PEP. 

Pbnoe lines open Monday-Friday 8am-9pm, 

Saturday 9am - 5pm. 

STANDARD LIFE 

fnvesrment has never been simpler 

The value of investments and the Income Emm tbetn may bO as veil as itsc and an tnvemr may not get b*ck the full amount invested. The tax leitefi on PH’s ray be aimed In fatm 
and rhett value drpemfe upon an Investor* Biundal afaimsiance&. ConttibutkxB to PEPs nuyt>e road? until 5 April 1099. ato which cmtrflMtim may temade to tte new IndMdua! 
Savings Account USA) announced by the Government. All PtPs held at S April 1999 will continue to be held m PETs outside the ISA. but with the same ax advantages as the new 
account. The value of any PEP holdings will not affect the amount which may be contributed to an ISA. Standard Life Fund Management Limited** Is a mmiun. registered tn 
Scotland (No. SC 1Z3322) with Its Registered Office ar Standard life House 30 Lothian Road Edinburgh EH12DH Tc< (0131) 24S 267b_ For your protection, telephone calls may 
be recorded. We may also monitor telephone calls to help us improve customer service. The Standard Life madaettas group ibo Indudes The Standard LUe Assurance Company* 
Standard LUe Tendon Funds limited** Standard Life Trust Management Limited** 

* Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority * Regulated by 1MBO 
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Swinging Sixties: cars made before 1973, such as the Mini, will soon be the only ones to be spared road tax 

Classic way to save 
Owners of classic cars will be 

looking even more closely at the 
cost of their enthusiasm in the 

I wake of the nasty surprise lurking in last 
month’s Budget Since 19%, cars more 
than 25 years old have been exempt from 
road tax. but that rolling exemption will 

1 end on January 1. 1999, and only cars 
listed before Januaiy 1973 will be eligible. 

The change is expected to affect thou¬ 
sands of classic car owners every year. 
They will now face the full cost of road tax 
even though they may use their cars only 
on a restricted basis to keep mileage down 
and insurance premiums low. 

For the cost-conscious car owner, there 
is some comfort to be had when it comes to 
insurance, given the number of specialist 
insurers competing for the business. 

The definition of “classic car” is 
somewhat elastic. Although some people 
might consider it to apply only to cars 
more than 15 years old. insurers have had 
to widen their definition to include more 
recent high-performance or prestige 
makes, such as Porsche. 

It is worth shopping around among 
brokers and companies offering specialist 
cover, to find which are most interested in 
your type of car. Membership of a classic 
car dub is also useful because many have 
links with insurers, and members can 
claim discounts if they use them. 

Hastings Direct is one of the newer 
entrants to the market It has launched a 
classic car policy selling direct rather 
than through brokers. 

Mileage is one of the main factors likely 
to affect the premium paid, say brokers, 
and policies that are based on restricted 
mileage generally specify a maximum of 
3.000 to 5,000 miles annually, though 
some are more flexible. Other insurers 

The Budget ended a 

valuable tax concession 

for the older vehicle, but 

various routes to cheaper 

insurance remain open, 

says Clare Stewart 

differ. Gordon Cashin. of Norton Insur¬ 
ance. says: “We are not that focused on 
that limbed mileage.” The premium will 
be more influenced, he adds, by factors 
such as the ages of drivers and where 
they live. 

Insurers, in assessing risk, also look 
closely at what the car will be used for. In 
broad terms, according to Mr Cashin. 
owners divide into two camps. “There is 
the enthusiast who covets the vehicle ami 
cherishes it, keeping it wrapped up in the 
garage,” he says. “But there is also the 
enthusiast who wants as much use as 
possible out of the car.” 

As with more modern cars, the 
premium win reflect where the car is 
kept and whether the vehicle has a fitted 
security system — two important factors 
if you live in a city or a big town. 

One difference from ordinary cars 
concerns value. Independent Insurance, 
one of the larger providers of specialist 
cover, advises owners to have an up-to- 
date valuation of a classic car. and to 
ensure that the figure is agreed with the 
insurer. 

Unlike most vehicles, classic cars’ 
values will fluctuate according to less 
predictable factors such as changes in 

taste. Age and condition, as well as the 
raritv of the model, will also be assessed. 
Without an agreed value, an owner may 
be in for a nasiy surprise if a claim has to 
be made, and may find that an assessor 
is rather less impressed with the car. 

Competition in the market has 
prompted insurers to add extras as pan 
of die insurance package. Both Norton 
and Independent Insurance, for exam¬ 
ple, offer breakdown and rescue services, 
with Norton having extended the cover to 
Europe since January at no extra cost to 
policyholders. 

For motorists who swap a modem 
vehicle for a classic car. Classic Line will 
retain any nodaims bonus to ensure that 
it does not lapse. A no-claims bonus is not 
necessary for classic car insurance, says 
Darren Coote, new business manager for 
Classic Line, but a car owner who forgets 
about his nod aims bonus while whizzing 
about in a 1970 MG may find that he has 
lost out if and when he returns to driving a 
family saloon. 

It is also worth checking whether a 
policy covers items such as spare parts 
that you may have collected in order to 
maintain the car. Travel in Europe is 
another extra that may be included. 

Premiums in the classic car market do 
not follow foe same pattern as those in foe 
main car market. Overall, recent in¬ 
creases have been modest, and some 
brokers say that prices have been held 
and that they do not expect to see any 
increases this year. 

For information on classic car insurers, 
contact the British Insurance and Invest¬ 
ment Brokers Association on 0171-623 
9043. Specialist magazines and the vari¬ 
ous owners' car clubs are also a good 

' source of information- : 
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Our star I performer 
If this is your image of the banking world, think again. 

The Framlington Financial Fund invests only in banks 

and other financial sector stocks and its performance 

has been anything but dull. 

The Framlington Financial Fund 

TOP 10% 
performance of all unit trusts over 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 3, 9, 10, 11 years 

and since launch* 

Investments in the fund have grown by 161% over 

the last 5 years, and by 30% in 1997 alone."' We believe 

that this exceptional performance is set to continue. 

Before you make your PEP decision, ask your 

Financial Adviser for details or ring 

0345 023138 
Please send me details of the Framlington Financial Fund and PEP. Return the coupon to: 

Framlington Unit Management Limited, Freepost, P.O. Box 1, Twyford, Reading, Berkshire RC10 8BR. 

NAME_ 

ADDRESS 

_____Postcode_ 

If you do not wish to receive details ofFrandntgton products in future, please tick the box Q Ti 18/4/98 FF 

* Sowte' Miaopal. offer to bid. net income reinvested to 1 April 1998. Launch date 13 October 1986. issued by Framlington Unit 
Management Umiled, member of the Framlington Marketing Croup. Regelated by the Personal Investment Authority and IMRO. Member 
at AUTIP. Past perfonnance Is not retassarifr a gride to future performance. 77?e price of units and the income from them an go dawn 31 well as 
up and investors may not get bode the amount originally invested. Changes in 
exdmge rales wit affect the value of the Fund's overseas imesbrmtz Investment in 
single sector funds offers toe possibility of higher returns but may also involve a 
higher de&ee of risk. The Government has announced Out from 1999 tax advantaged 
sdieme^^as PSPs anlTtSSAs will be replaced vdth a nevrtndMdu^Sarina /"*_ _ f • . 
Account (ISA). PEP investments made prior to Bus date will have the same tax iTCl 171 ilTldTOTl 
advantages as ISAS, Induding the nght to 10% tax credit until 5 April 2004. J * 
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Whether you're a first-time saver, or 

want to re-invest maturing 

TESSA funds, you won't want 

to lose interest. 

With the Halifax TESSA 2 

account you'll get a great 

rate of tax-free interest over the next five 

years. And when it matures, you can easily 

771% 
transfer your money to an ISA.There’s even 

a special bonus if you keep the 

account for the full five years. 

So call now and open 

your TESSA 2 account. It 

could be a real asset. Call 

into your local branch or phone free for 

information pack on 0800101110. 

IHAUFAXl 
Get a little extra help, 

www.halifax.co.uk 
Tl* mrwnum opes* Wares hr a HsHai TESSA 2 a £9) and j«j mm be at leu 19 to asm are. fa, cant tow, a 
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Taxing problem of 
Budget timing 
From Mr S. O’Connor 
Sir, Henry Stem (Paper chase 
by the Revenue. Weekend 
Money Letters. March 28) 
explains that in common with 
millions of other taxpayers he 
received a I99&49 notice of tax 
coding in February. No sooner 
had this notice of coding been 
issued than the Budget on 
March 17 changed the tax 
allowances, with the result 
that the Inland Revenue (IR) 
will have to issue millions of 
revised notices of coding. 

Unfortunately, if the rR had 
waited until after the Budget it 
would have been unable to 
issue the notices of coding for 
1998-99 in time for employees’ 
first pay cheques in 199849 to 
be processed. 

This raises the wider issue 
as to the best time of year to 
hold the Budget Up until tax 
year 199344, the Budget was 
held in the month before the 
start of the tax year concerned, 
with die public spending 
plans for the tax year con¬ 
cerned having been set out the 
previous November. Fbr tax 
year 199445 the system was 
changed; thus the November 
1993 Budget set out the tax and 
public spending plans for tax 
year 1994-95. Presenting the 
Budget in November also 
avoided the problem to which 

Mr Stem refers, since the tax 
allowances for 199445 were 
settled In time for the IR to 
issue initially correct notices of 

coding in early March 
1994. 

Since then we have had two 
Budgets — an “interim" Bud¬ 
get in July 1997, followed by 
the March 1998 Budget. It 
seems likely that the Budget 
has now reverted to March. 

The main motivation to the 
Treasury for changing the 
Budget back to March app¬ 
ears to be found in the timing 
of the increases in road fuel 
duty. The change in the timing 
of the Budget has enabled the 
Treasury to impose two full 
year increases in road fuel 
duties — one in July 1997 and 
one in March 1998 — during 
the 16-month period Novem¬ 
ber 1996 to March 1998. Ac¬ 
cording to Treasury figures, 
this will permanently increase 
the tax take by around £J 
billion per annum, raising the 
same extra annual revenue as 
an increase in the basic rate of 
income tax by around •zp in 
the pound. 
Yours faithfully. 
S. O’CONNOR. 
Chan trey Veil aeon, 
Russell Square House. 
10-12 Russell Square, 
London, WC1B 5LF. 

Big business or big brother 

From Mr Maurice Jay 
Sir. Although, as a pensioner, I am not directly affected. I am 
vety concerned by the proposed “reform" of pension provision. 
Is it actually proposed that everyone will be compelled to take 
out a personal pension scheme with a commercial, profit 
making company? If so, what about those people who would 
prefer to make alternative provision fbr their retirement years, 
such as investing in properly, saving with a butiding society or 
investing directly in stocks and shares? 

The idea that a government can force citizens to purchase 
something from a commercial company, whether they wish to 
or not, is an exceedingly novel one. 
Yours faithfully, 
MAURICE JAY; —- 
15 Waterlow Court, Heath Close, London, NW117DT. 

? Stark reminder for homebuyers 
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From Mr Peter McKendrick 
Sir, In his summary of the 
mortgage market (Limits are 
eased as loans rise, April 4). 
Patrick Collinson offers a 
stark reminder of the boom 
conditions accompanied by 
often irresponsible lending 
policies, which led to unprece¬ 
dented levels of bad debt, 
house repossessions and neg¬ 
ative equity during the late 
1980s. 

The obvious message this 
sends out to the prospective 
homebuyer of today is that 
caution and regard for the 
longer term remains the best 
advice in dealing with 

revitalised lenders and spring 
in the air. 
Yours faithfully, 
PETER McKENDRICK, 
The Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors, 
12 Great George Street 
Parliament Square. 
London. SW1P 3AD._ 

■ The Times regrets that it 
cannot give individual replies 
to any letters. No legal respon¬ 
sibility can be accepted for the 
advice given in these columns. 
Independent professional ad¬ 
vice should always be sought 
over all financial and invest¬ 
ment matters. 

The Index-Tracking PEP 

•Source: Mkropjl/LGIM, 
on an offer to htd haste 

hased no aH PEP charges 

with riom income 
ru-invislvd from Ul.tl .*B 
(Legal & General since 
bunch) in Ofi.iri.9K. 

Pas performance te ms 

necessarily a guide m 
future performance. From 
0b.lM.99 UX credits on 

UK dividend distributions 

will only he able lo he 
reclaimed by PFTS at a 
reduced nue of 1UV 
Both capital and income 
values may go down a> 

wdl as up and you may 
net get buck the amount 
invested. All comparison* 

of cast apply lo PEPs 

Investing wlrally in unu 

trusts. Full written details 
ate avafiahk- on request. 
All staic-mcnis are correct 

m at Ofi.tW.W. Hie 
Govern mcm Ijjve 

unmumvd that anrihudu* 

oin only be made 10 

PEPs until April 1WJ. 

From ihJi dale a new uuc 

privileg'd savings vehicle, 
the Individual Savings 

Account (ISA) will he 
available. Legal & General 

(Direct) lintHcd. Regbtenxl 

in England No. 2703180. 

Registered Office: Temple 
Court, 11 Queen Victoria 
Si reel. London EC-fN 4TP. 

Representative only of 

the Legal & General 

marketing group, members 
of which are regulated by 

(he Personal Investment 

Authority and 1MRO for 
the purposes of 

recommending, advising 

on and selling life 

assurance and investment 

products hearing 
Legal S General's name. 

Tloe All-Share 
king PEP that has 

'’formed the best 

INVEST 

NOW 
to make the most 

of your final year’s 

PEP allowance 

INVESTMENT PERFORMANCE SINdti fe 

LAUNCH* NOV 95 TO APRIL 9^ 

Since its launch over two years ago this Index- 

Tracking PEP from Legal & General has proved 

that it offers PEP investors superb performance 

and value. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share Index. This Index 

reflects the performance of the entire stockmarket, 

so it reduces the risk of being over-exposed to 

shares which under-perform and lessen your 

return. In fact, a lump sum of £6,000 invested 

in this PEP at launch would now be worth 

£10,462* compared to just £9,648* in the average 

UK Income & Growth Trust. 

With no initial charges deducted, more of your 

money is invested at the outset for maximum 

growth potential, there are no withdrawal fees 

and with an annual management charge 

of 0.5% - the value for money is outstanding. 

So make the most of today’s opportunities. 

For further details (including information on 

our monthly saving option) call now. 

PROVIDER 
ANNUAL' • - 

MANAGEMENT GROWT& 
CHARGE 

Legal & General 0.50% 74.38% 
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NO initial charges 

NO withdrawal fee 

0.5% annual management charge 

Visit our n eb site at tviviv.lamlG.com 

Find out more non - 

phone free 

050011 
Sum to 8pm weekdays. 

9am to 5pm week’ends. 

Please quote ref: C4DL28 

For yourprotection, 
calk arc usually 

rveorded and 

randomly monitored 

YES, 

Surname (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) Forenamefsl C4DL28 

Address ~ 

1 would like more information 

about the Legal & General Index-Tracking 

PEP. Post to. legal & General I Direct) limited, 

FREEPOST SWC0467, Cardiff CF11W. 

If you already have any PEP investment, 

please tide here Q. 

VR-- may ick-phonc you to make sun: information 

requested has arrived safety. Now and then, we 

may idl you a hour other products or services 

offered by the Legal & General Group of 

companies ihm we believe nuy be of interest to 

you. ir you would prefer not to receive this 

carefully selected information, please tick here CD. 71?/. No. Work 

, Postcode 

Date of birth. 

Tel. No. Home. Legal & 
General 

_ * A 
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Pensions made simple 

You can pick up the phone and get pensions 

information or advice 

and even set up a plan, quickly and without fuss. 

Call, Sam-/0pm, 7 days a week quoting ref: 288B125 

0345 6789 10 
or talk to your Independent Financial Adviser. SCOTTISH WIDOWS 

Looking good for your pension. 
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Beale Dobie 

Conal Gregory finds the old-fashioned elegance of longcases has become highly sought-after, while 

There are three ways in 
which a longcase clock 
is appealing: as a time¬ 

piece. an attractive item of 
furniture and an investment 
with the potential for apprecia¬ 
tion. Some examples associat¬ 
ed with famous places or 
people are now selling for as 
much as £185,000, although 
more modest docks can be 
had for £600. 

The first thing you need to 
remember is never to call a 
longcase a “grandfather dock" 
as this will mark you out as an 
ignoramus among the collect¬ 
ing cognoscenti, who regard 
the description “grandfather1 
as a nasty euphemism. 

The earliest longcases date 
from 1657 when the pendulum 
was invented to regulate 
weight-driven clocks and the 
long case was developed to 
protect the weights and associ¬ 
ated mechanism. Many conti¬ 
nental clockmakers were 
attracted to the court of 
Charles H, making England 
the centre of longcase dock 
production. 

If you are looking for a 
longcase to grace your hall, 
experts say that the highest 
values are placed on docks of 
good proportions in rich col¬ 
oured woods with good patina. 
Three key parts help to deter¬ 
mine the value of a longcase: 
five quality and proportions of 
the wooden surround, the dial 
and the movement Experts 
also point out the large price 

Antique clocks prove 
that time is money 

variations between pieces 
made in town and country. 

Maintenance is another is¬ 
sue. Longcases cany a me¬ 
chanical part which must be 
regularly serviced. Restoring a 
non-working longcase is ex¬ 
pensive, which means that you 
should buy only through a 
reputable dealer — preferably 
one who belongs to the British 
Antique Dealers’ Association. 

The workings of a dock can 
reveal whether the piece has 
been tampered with. While a 
wheel or pinion in the mecha¬ 
nism may need replacing over 
time, and even the feet of a 
clock, you should take care 
that little further work has 
taken place. Check that when 
the hood is removed, wooden 
strips have not been fixed to 
the dial's surround. This 
means the dial has been taken 
from another dock. 

You should first familiarise 
yourself with the woods used 
for cases. Solid oak was popu¬ 
lar for country docks. James 
Stratton of Phillips, the auc¬ 
tioneers, says the price for an 

eight-day movement dock with 
a painted dial has risen from 
between £500 and £800 to 
between £600 and £900 since 
1992. Brass dial prices have 
increased from £900 to El.200. 

Walnut was the leading 
early quality wood. A walnut 
Tewkesbury brass dial eight- 
day longcase, circa 1735, with a 
lunar calendar, date and sec¬ 
ond hand by Moore, 7ft 6in in 
height, has risen from £5,500 
five years ago to £8,000, ac¬ 
cording to Montpellier Clocks 
of Cheltenham. 

Next you need to get to 
know the big names 
and the most sought- 

after styles. A fine walnut llin 
dial, eight-day movement by 
Christopher Gould, circa 1695, 
made £1,750 25 years ago. 
Today a good Gould, circa 
1710, is being offered at 
E4Z500 by Raffety, the dealer. 

Lacquer longcases flour¬ 
ished between 1710 and 1770 
and carried oriental symbols. 
Such "Chinoiserie" is greatly 
sought-after, particularly 

where it has not suffered from 
temperature changes over the 
years. 

Mahogany, imported from 
tite West Indies and Central 
America, became a popular 
wood in Georgian times. Ste¬ 
phen Jarrett of Witney An¬ 
tiques in Oxfordshire says to 
look for slim, dark examples. 

A single, driving weight 
suspended from a chain or 
rope usually means a dock 
has only 30 hours' duration 
and needs to be wound daily. 
Expect to pay about half the 
price of an eight-day move¬ 
ment, which carries two driv¬ 
ing weights. 

Ben Knight, director of 
clocks at Christie’s offers two 
tips: buy pre-1670 wherever 
possible (particularly the mak¬ 
ers Edward East, Ellicoo, 
Fromameel and Joseph 
Knibb) and. in country 
sources. Liverpool longcases 
which are “undervalued” at 
£3.000-£5,000 and should 
make £6.000- £8,000. 

Scottish longcases are good 
value, says Oliver Saunders of 

Bonhams. A good mahogany 
circular d»aL circa 1760. from 
Scotland has risen from £330- 
£900 in 1992 to £2,000 now. 

If painted dials appeal, look 
for Edinburgh, Liverpool 
Birmingham and Manchester 
makers. Local scenes such as 
ships around the dial can be 
charming. Avoid the clumsy 
wide examples often made in 
Lancashire and Yorkshire 
1830-40 with large Min dials. 

Signatures of leading mak¬ 
ers on the dial should give 
confidence, but some were 

•faked, probably in the 1950-60 

era. “Judge the entire dock 
and movement, rather than 
place overreliance on the sig¬ 
nature." says Toby Birch of 
Montpellier Clocks. 

The quality of the leading 
makers gives them a distinct 
price edge. Last month Phil¬ 
lips sold a Daniel Delander 
1710 walnut 7ft 8in for £34.500 
because the maker invented 
the Duplex escapement — the 
part that regulates it 

Provenance can majkediy. 
boost the price. A Hamilton 
Knibb burr walnut lOin brass 
dial. 79in ml! longcase, circa 
1679, was offered by Raffety at 
last month's BADA Fair for- 
£185,000. This price reflects 
that the dock came from 
Holyroodhouse. Edinburgh. - 

Key reading: The Longcase' 
Clock. Tom Robinson: Brass 
Dial Clocks. Brian Loomes; 
Painted Dial Clocks. Brian 
Loomes: The English Long¬ 
case Clock. Derek Roberts. 

The tax regime of FEFs and ISAs may change, and the value of (be rax benefits will depend on the Individual circumstances of the investor. The price of investments the income from thinn can go down as well as up, you may 

not get back as much as you invest The value to you of the benefits will depend on your own circumstances. Past performance is not necessarily a guide to future performance. M&G do not offer investment advice or mnfcg any 
recommendations regarding investments - we only promote die packaged products and services of the M&G marketing group. "Source: Micro pal UK Fixed Interest sector to 28.2.98. fSouroe: Office for National Statistics. 
*As at 30.3.98 the dealing spread for Corporate Bond was 034%, Managed Income 0.98%, Blue Chip 032% and Tracker 0.66%. 

Issued by M&G Financial Services Limited (Regulated by The Personal Investment Authority). Registered Office: M&G House, Victoria Road, Chelmsford CM] 1FB. M&G Unit Trusts are managed by M&G Securities limited 
(Regulated by IMRO and The Personal Investment Authority). 

Choosing your last 
ever PEP? Trust M&G with 

the Fundamentals. 
•• •» 

~ :.Cuirentiy; in the top 25% of funds in its 
- _ •“ ■*_rf ' Jf> r •• ' '. 

VV sector^stnce lamx± in April 1994).** 

■ -Need a rising income? 

-.With oat Managed Income PEP Fund, you 

1 Over 400,000 people deal direct with 

M&G - making us one of the most 

popular Investment managers. 

be your fast error cbance to take out 

a REP. He abOTjri^e^ear ttffltt fee 

arrival of Individual Sayings Accounts :..., .. 

'in A|^ 'nC0nleri^lt210w 

whatsoever en PEPs set up tUs yfe lt. 
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- IrrvertJna MP.ttespon^ 

win be Working for you, tin. freeJ But 

which PEP? Thart thWortical decision. 

To be^ you, M&G has 

created TFtmrinmPTitnh, n rnny 

of funds which solve your basic 

needs. Whether -you opt Joe 

income, growth: or. both, you'll 

pay no /tax an income or capital gains 

from your' PEP investment. There's no 

initial diaige/so every penny you invest 

goes straight to work and there's no 

witiidrawo] fee after 5 years. Pealing 

spreads are detailed above. 

Need A HIGH INCOME ROW? 

For a steady level of Income^, at a rate 

currently, higher than the average 

building society account1 cHscover The M&G 

Corporate Bond PEP Fund. This award 

winner offers greater protection from 

stodanacket fluctuations than .you'd get 

-from an.investment in shares. And it's- 

— .Tv ■. - ,• - ;_- x : ■' ■ ... 
..\i fifed the / prospect of your returns 

T_. fecreastngbyer time. This PEP Fund balds 

:yi~a range of M&G's funds and has proved 

TexceptiatiaUy .popular since launch, 

-nfeacting more than 120,000 investors. 

NO INITIAL 

CHARGE* 

NO WITHDRAWAL 

FEE AFTER 

5 YEARS 

- Nod kwg term returns? 

ITk UScC Blue Chip PEP Fund is 

fee answer. Investing In the UK's 

longest companies which have 

contributed so much to recent 

.' stockmarket growth, this-top performing 

HP Rmd b an excellent way to tap into the 

ament strength of (be UK economy. 

. Need to harness 

. STOCKMARKET GROWni? 

iVs easy with the new M&G Index Tracker 

. PEP Fund. By simply tracking fee broadly- 

based FTSP All-Share Index, your 

investment benefits from fee performance 

of 900 or so pubbdy-quoted companies. 

The sooner you start your final PEP, 

fee sooner you'll see the tax free benefits. 

Sa ask for.'detnllsTof tills essential PEP 

range today. 

47* 

0345 321037 
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Only lime will tell: fine examples such as this beautiful 
longcase could fetch somewhere around the £20,000 mark 

PERSONAL PENSION'S 

Do you need a pension 

plan that's ready for 
life's unexpected turns? 

No matter how carefully you plan, life has a habit of 
presenting us all wife unexpected twists and turns. Early 
retirement; a change of career; children. All these can 
change your circumstances, so you need a pension plan 
which is flexible enough to let you cope wife any changes - 
without penalty! 

Plan^feirf,- yOU Sh°uU conskler ™ Equitable Pension 

• Lets you vary contributions - without 
penally. 

• Lets you retire earlier than planned - 
without penalty. 

• Provides a full return of fund in the 
event of death before retirement. 

f.qUiiable does not Pay commission to third 
parties for the introduction of new business. So if vou’d 

f'5 C?rect on <0990) 38 48 58 or^nd 
by telephone0” W ftmhcr “’formation by post and 

www.equitabJe.co.uk 

' NAME |Mr Mn Mts> 

The Equitable Life [If 
You profit from our principles f 
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Patrick Collinson sees rich pickings to be had for the single-minded Pep investor 

On the right track: Steve Gebbett and his wife have both earned small fortunes by investing their Railtrack shares in single-company Peps 

Focused approach pays off 
S ingle-company Peps are 

the forgotten comer of 
the investment market, 

widely ignored amid the over¬ 
whelming advertising for unit 
trust Peps. Yer single-company 
Peps can be one of the cheapest 
ways of investing and offer 
superb returns — if you pick 
the right share. 

The rules allow investors to 
shelter up to £3,000 of one 
company's shares from the 
taxman each year, on top of 
the £6,000 allowance for in¬ 
vesting in a general Pep such 
as a unit trust or investment 
trust Pep. 

But investors have to hurry 
— Peps will be ring-fenced 
from April next year, when the 
individual savings accounts 
(Isas) are introduced, with 
lower overall investment lim¬ 
its. It is worth remembering 
that a husband and wife each 
have a Pep allowance, mean¬ 
ing that a married couple can 
put a maximum of £18,000 out 
of the reach of the taxman 
before Isas begin. 

Many firms, particularly 
those in the FTSE 100. offer a 
Pep in their awn shares for no 
initial charge or, at most, aflat, 
fee of £25. But there is usually 
a dealing charge of around 
0.25 per cent and an annual 
management fee of up to 0.75 
per cenL 

Single-company Peps 
boomed last year when the 
holders of shares in the 
demutualising building societ¬ 
ies and insurance companies 
were encouraged to shelter the 
shares in a “windfall" Pep. 

But single-company Peps 
carry a much higher level of 
risk than general Peps. Inves¬ 
tors can find themselves in an 

INVESTMENT 
A GUIDE 
FOR 
BEGINNERS 

investment strait] acket with¬ 
out the option for a transfer to 
another company's stock. 

Despite the extra risk, many 
investors have enjoyed superb 
returns as the stock market 
soared. One fortunate investor 
is Steve Gebbett Every day for 
the last 29 years he has caught 
the morning train from 
Epsom to Waterloo, but in just 
two years of putting Railtrack 
shares into a single-company 
Pep Mr Gebbett has made 
more than enough to pay for a 
lifetime of commuting. 

Mr Gebbett applied for 
Railtrack shares in the ballot 
when they were floated in May 
1996 and then placed the 
shares in a single-company 
Pep. The following year he 
topped up with another £3,000 
worth, which he again put in a 
single-company Pep. 

He said: “IVe now got 1,562 
.shapes worrit £16,447 at the 
current share price of £1053. 
in total they cost me £6.000, 
and there hasn’t been any tax 
to pay. The thing is. I did the 
same for my wife. She’s also 
got 1562 shares in her two 
Peps, which means that for a 
total £12.000 investment we 
have shares worth £32595.” 

But why did Mr Gebbett 
pick Railtrack? "It's got a 
good, steady revenue stream 
from the way it levies the train 
operating companies,” he ex¬ 
plains. “I realised that it 
owned a lot of undervalued 

property and I suspected it 
could become involved in a lot 
of major projects such as the 
Channel rail link and London 
Underground." 

He says he is holding on to 
the shares despite the fact that 
they have jumped from 380p to 
more than £10 in just 23 
months. “I am occasionally 
tempted to sell them to buy a 
nice sports car, but 1 think the 
upside potential for the shares 
is still very strong." 

Should Mr Gebbett buy 
more Railtrack shares for his 
final single-company Pep this 
year? Weekend Money asked 
the experts. 

■ Alan Durrani, UK equities 
director. Hargreaves Lans- 
down: “Railtrack remains in 
our top 2D. It is not the bargain 
it was. tail when you look at 
growth and price/eamings 
multiples for FTSE stocks, it is 
still very reasonable. We think 
public transport is a growth 
business. I work in Bristol and 
it can take two hours to travel 
across the city in a car. Over the 
next five to ten years the issue 
of public transport will have to 
be addressed. True, its invest¬ 
ment commitments are enor¬ 
mous, but shareholders do 
know how much money they 
are going to have to spend. 

■ Clive Sleckney. investment 
adviser. The Shire Centre: "I 
am quite happy holding 
Railtrack. The rating is reason¬ 
able, even after recent rises, 
because it is still less than the 
market average price/eamings 
ratio. It is currently in our top- 
ten buy list. 

■ Paul Kavanagh, partner. 

3 FREE 1 
issues of 1 
Money/vise * 
The only personal finance magazine you'll ever need! 
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turning the Direct Debit form below. % won’t 
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Save 25% on our annual cover price 

What’s more, M0NEYW1SE will start saving you 

ooey straight away - not only art your first 3 issues 
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• Expert advice from experts in banking, 
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KiUik & Co: “It strikes me that 
both shares are folly valued. 
There is no harm in taking 
profits in the short term. They 
have had a pretty cosy ride 
since the election and now it's 
quite hard to find value. 
Having said that. I believe that 
the market in general still has 
some way to go up because of 

the amount of money that is 
still coming in to the market” 

■ Mark Howard, managing 
director. Maddison Monetary 
Management: “Railtrack is 
still looking good. It is a good 
single-company Pep for the 
long term. But don't expect to a 
quick buck in the short term." 

jj 

YOUR LAST CHANCE 

TO BUY A PEP. 

YOUR FIRST CHOICE, 

THE WOOLWICH. 
WOOLWICH UK STOCKMARKET FUND 

183%' TAX-FREE GROWTH 

2% DISCOUNT 
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To find out more about Woolwich PEPs, phone for 

an information pack quoting reference TSF18/4. or 

pop into your local branch. For your security, 

telephone conversations may be recorded. 

Get much more with the 

WOOLWICH 
0345 62 63 62 

hnemet address: impMsnww.wooltMtatLGo.uk 

THE VALUE OF YOUR INVESTMENT AND INCOME EARNED IS NOT GUARANTEED AND CAN GO DOWN 
AS WELL AS UP. PAST PERFORMANCE IS NOT NECESSARILY A GUIDE TO FUTURE PERFORMANCE. 
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Source: S&P Micropal. Offer to bid, net income 
reinvested. Since launch (3.8.87. 1.4.88 and 

3.8.87 respectively) to 1.4.98. 

Keep your sights on our star PEP 

Find out about a Jupiter PEP fm @©/9@ I 

A s you can see from the figures 

above, the long-term record of Jupiter's 

three largest fully PEPable unit trusts 

puts the opposition in the shade. 

All three have beaten every other fund 

in their respective sectors since launch 

more than ten years ago. Investors in any 

of them now have an investment of at 

least 4/2 times their original stake. 

For further information call us free, 

complete the coupon or talk to your 

financial adviser. 

Set your sights on a star PEP. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL FREE ON 0500 0500 98 

Jupiter 
Leaders in long-term performance 

Rvs yew performance to 1.4.9B: Jupter Income 1/79 + 197%, Jupiter UK Growth 3/129 + 193%, Jupiter European 4/112 +233%. Souros: S&P HcropaL Offer lo bid. ml Income lebweGtad. 

To: Investor Support, Jupiter Unit Trust Managers Ltd., Knighlsbridge House, 197 Knightsbridge. London SW71RB 

Please send me further Information on: Jupiter PEP Q Jupiter Unit Trusts Q PEP Transfer Q 

Print Name (Mr/Mra/Ms). ___Address..... 

_ Postcode __ —_ 
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A 2% mortgage discount 
for 3 years and £1520 cash. 
Just think what you coyid buy. 

Caroline Merrell and Gavin Lumsden consider the proposed improvements for 

The Financial Services Authority 
(FSA), the new super-regulator, 
aims to improve investor protec¬ 

tion by bringing together ail the 
existing watchdogs under one roof. 
One of the opening gambits was the 
launch last week of an investor- 
protection advertisement featuring an 
ostrich with its head buried in the sand. 
The campaign, which is the first time 
that a regulator has advertised on 
television, aims to alert up to two 
million people that they might have 
been mis-sold a personal pension. 

The ads encourage those who could 
be mis-selling victims to write off for a 
factsheet on the scandal, where hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of people have been 
encouraged to give up rights to 
occupational schemes to take out a 
personal pension. Compensating vic¬ 
tims could cost the industry around £11 
billion in daims. 

The 30-second commercial will try to 
encourage those who have been mis- 
sold a personal pension to respond to 
any letters that may have been sent to 

Watchdogs ready to 
them by insurance companies. It urges 
people to take active steps, .such ’as 
getting farther information or contact¬ 
ing their fiim, should they be in any 
doubt about whether their case should 
be reviewed. 

Ron Devlin, director of the PSA'S 
pensions review, said: “The film needs 
to appeal to a wide audience on a 
subject that is usually considered dull. 
We have to find a liwiy way to get the 
message across. The ostrich is a 
memorable way of communicating the 
need for investors to take active steps if 
they are in any doubt about their 
persona] pension." 

The current system of investor 
protection can be a minefield for the 
unwary. An alphabet soup of organ¬ 
isations, regulators and trade organ¬ 

isations proliferate in the financial 
services community. 

Investors who feel they have a 
grievance may find it difficult to know 
where to complain or where to seek 
financial redress. Banks, building soci¬ 
eties, insurance companies and invest¬ 
ment houses ail have separate 
regulating authorities with different 
rules governing complaints. Separate 
ombudsmen exist for the varying 
investment products, and where to 
complain will often depend on how the 
product was sold in the first place. 

For instance, those with problems 
about company pension schemes go to 
the Pensions Ombudsman, those with 
grievances against banks and building 
societies can go to the Bank and 
Building Society Ombudsmen. Those 

■ Pay U** below the variable rate - a £100 per month saving* on a £60,000 mortgage for the 

firec 3 years. ■ The lender will also .give you £1.520 in cash - £520 after completion and 

£1.000 in December 1099. ■ Nio Additional Mortgage Security fee 

charged if you borrow less than 9(l<3? of the property's value. ■ Either swap 

your existing mortgage or use this offer to buy a new home. ■ This fiT 
7 INDEPENDENT 
exclusive offer is only available through Independent Mortgage Gil lection. 

0800 7310 137 
MORTGAGE 

One that got 
away from 

the safety net 

who have problems with products 
offered by companies regulated by the 
Investment Management Regulatory 
Organisation ilmro) go to the Invest- 
mem Ombudsman. The Insurance Om¬ 
budsman deals with complaints about 
general insurance products, while com¬ 
plaints about persona! pensions come 
under the jurisdiction of the Ombuds¬ 
man of the Personal Investment Author- 
irv (PLA). not under the Pensions 
Ombudsman, as might be expected. 

This latter deals with complaints 
about investments, personal equity- 
plans. savings plans and endowment 
products: and as such has jay far the 
biggest caseload of complaints. With 
this many organisations, it is easy to see 
why investors get confused about where 
to take their grievances. Tony Holland. 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK ff YOU DO HOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OH 0THE8 LOAN SEGUED ON IT. 

The Investors’ Compen¬ 
sation Scheme is 
deemed to be the ulti¬ 

mate safety net for those who 
have had a raw deal at the 
hands of a financial adviser. 
However, it does have some 
loopholes, as is graphically 
illustrated by Graeme Dun¬ 
can, a retired driver from 
Aberdeen. 

Mr Duncan said: “In 1995 
I gave a sum of £16,000 to a 
company of financial advis¬ 
ers. Caledonian Investments, 
to be invested in National 
Savings ' Bonds. A few 
months later the fraud squad 

SwaUand 
* mo ana. 

IT'S EASY TO GET MORE 
We regularly pay up to 30% MORE* than the surrender value 

for with profits endowment and whole life policies. 

LBe Company Offered £36.331 

Policy Portfolio Price £21,100 « vf-^\7 
Boat lose out- ItOLKjY 

contact Policy Portfolio Pie today. POBTFOT Tfl 
Ragdated by ttw Pomona! inveMmont Autfnrtiy ■*" 

Policy 
Portfolio 

We Deliver Competitive Prices, 
Quick Results, and Quality Service 

•P^L THE INSURANCE POLICY 
TRADING COMPANY LTD 

72 CHURCH STREET: GODALMING : GU7 1EW 

ST 01433 427575 : Fax 01433 418866 
Tli nnliMiiiil W BicPcaomr Adhoniy__ 

was called in and the com¬ 
pany was put into liq¬ 
uidation. 

“1 was told that I would be 
compensated from the Inves¬ 
tors’ Compensation Scheme. 
I filled in the forms to make a 
claim from the ICS and had 
to wait for more than a year 
to hear anything. 

“The answer I got back 
was that National Savings 
Bonds were not covered by 
the ICS. The money was 
never put into National Sav¬ 
ings Bonds but was pocketed 
by the director of Caledonian 
Investments." 

The regulating authorities 
were called in to investigate 
Caledonian more than three 
years ago, after being con¬ 
tacted by an investor who 
was concerned over the 
whereabouts of his money. 
At one time Caledonian sold 
products that were branded 
under the name of Celtic 
Football Club. The link was 
abandoned by the dub be¬ 
fore the investigation. 

Paul Goodwin, a director 
of Caledonian Investments, 
was eventual ly convicted and 
imprisoned. • 

A spokesman for the ICS 
said that it only covered 
investments that came under 
the Financial Services Act. 
such as life insurance poli¬ 
cies. personal pensions, unit 
trusts and investment trusts. Graeme Duncan feds he was badly let down by the Investors' Compensation Scheme 

WHO’LL GIVE YOU UP 
t 

TO 8.25% P-a 

ON THE HIGH STREET? 
Trust the Woolwich to pay top rates on your 

savings with the Premier Pius Account. 

The more you invest, the more your money will 

earn. As the table shows. Premier Plus pays 

generous rates from just £500. 

Although Premier Plus is a two year term 

variable rate savings account, it does offer you 

flexibiifty. You can add to your savings at any 

time and you can make two Instant-access withdrawals during the two- 

year term with no penalty*. Interest can be paid annually or monthly. 

If you want high returns with security 

and access to your money In case of 

emergency, you can’t beat the Woolwich £500 - 
_ . * . £5,000-£9,999 
Premier Plus Account ^.ow - £24.999 

For more information, ask in your local £25,000-£49.999 

Woolwich branch. While you're there, why £50,000 - £99,999 
£100,000+ 

not use our new Check Point service to 1^ 

make sure you are getting the best available return on your savings? 

Our friendly advisers will be happy to help. Alternatively, call us on the 

number below, quoting reference TG184. For your security, telephone 

conversations may be recorded. 

Get much more with 

WOOLWICH 

0800 22 22 00 

A mortgage with 

totally different 
house rules*- 

# < 

>>1■ 

^ur FVxJble Mortgage 

some features you well like 

™ f to home in on. 

• First, we keep our mortgage rate at least 0.5% below the average high street rate. That's currently 8.0%, 

APR 8.3% with no hidden catches. 

• Second, well give you a cheque book that gives you access to extra fands at the same low rate. You choose 

if, and when, you use it. And what for. School fees. Home improvements. New car... 

• And third, there’s a whole range of repayment options to suit you - including a payment holiday. 

- quoting TI/FM2, or fill in the coupon. 

To Scottish Widows Bank, PO Box 12757,67 Morrison Street, Edinburgh EH3 8YJ. 

Surname Mr/Mrs/Mim/M«_ 

Fir-* Namctsl___ 

Address SCOTTISH Wirwmic 

fe h 1 

Internet address: hitp^Awww.woolwichxo.uk 

Address ~~ ' ~ ~ ~ SCOTTISH WIDOWS 
— —_ftxtcode_ ^ 

Telephone No. fWirk/home)___ Looking good Jor your money. 

We will never make your name and address available to other organisations. However w.- will» u u 
which we believe will be of Interest to vuvu If you would prefer not to 

ScntliA Widow, Bank will require a first legal dtarff (Standani Security in So.-Uandi nrer 

but IM) vary and this could affect vour repayment*. Maximum advance 80% of purchase o 'T ^“We lift. pof«>. ImcaK w cormn lt 

suhhKt to appraisal h* the Bank ofthe applicant, financial status and valuation ofprwKmf^eJll ^ ^ be 1» or o^rAtllLrldlmih 

muube iuJiy Insure For the duration oitijcitMn, Full dculliomivvrliiefi TuotaJtai* are waitable on V T lr> Scotland. FnWarui and Wd-Th. nnvmti 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON *fe,bn^al Invfstnicnt Autherltj. 

MORTGAGE OR OTHER loan SECURED ON IT- 
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investor protection while highlighting some failings of the old system of regulation 

pull together 
PIA Ombudsman, said: ~We handle 
around between 7.000 and 8.000 
complaints a year. About hair the 
complaints that we investigate go in 
favour of the complainant." 

Under the scope of the FSA. all the 
ombudsman schemes are to be 
merged The idea is that investors have 
one place to complain, and the proce¬ 
dures are simplified. Exactly how is 
still a matter of debate. One suggestion 
is that there is one overruling ombuds¬ 
man. with several ombudsmen report¬ 
ing to him or her — each with specific 
responsibilities. 

One of the failings of the ombuds¬ 
man schemes is that they are volun¬ 
tary. Those who experience problems 
with a company not within the scheme 
will not be covered by the scheme rules 

The haven of last resort for investors 
who nave lost money through financial 
advisers is the Investors* Compensa¬ 
tion Scheme (ICS). The ICS pays out to 
investors that have lost out through 
fraud or if their adviser has beoi 
declared in default by the ICS. The 
maximum that can be paid out per 
claim is £50.000; the ICS is paid for 
through a levy of financial advisers 
and insurance companies. 

The following numbers could be 
useful. Insurance Ombudsman. 0845 
6006666: Investment Ombudsman. 
0171-7% 3065; Pensions Ombudsman. 
0171-834 9144; Banking Ombudsman. 
0171404 9944; Building Societies Om¬ 
budsman. 0171-9310044; PIA Ombuds¬ 
man. 0171-293 7666: Investors* 
Compensation Scheme, 0171-628 8820. 

Don't avoid theissag. 

jWgsfjdl Pm&wttz fevisv/ 
The FSA hopes its ostrich campaign will alert up to two million people 

Shame of missing compensation 
Aa^er'^es creams out for natural jus- Sonja Thompson, who had Plymouth fraud squad with DBS is binding and put 

,, “rJPjty* , . CMy bee. the group of victims has been sacked from insurer Al- charged Sonja Thompson, al- the case outside its remit. Thi 
waicnane. Deems the heen ctvmiwl liml inoc .r.  i. ,k«, .u. I.. ...      

As the Financial Services 
Authority, the City 
watchdog, begins the 

task of overhauling Britain’s 
imperfect system of investor 
protection, victims of the 
failings of the existing rules 
appear condemned to a thank¬ 
less struggle for restitution for 
their mistreatment. 

No one knows more about 
the failings of the compensa¬ 
tion system than John 
Bud gen. The 84-year-old for¬ 
mer managing director of a 
building company is one of 120 
elderly people left with huge 
debts after their financial ad¬ 
viser. a former call-girl, went 
bankrupt seven years ago. 

Other victims have already 
died, some having committed 
suicide in despair at the scale 
of their debts. 

Although their plight 

screams out for natural jus¬ 
tice. the group of victims has 
been stymied by a combina¬ 
tion of bureaucratic inflexibil¬ 
ity and legal complexity. 

In 19S8 the elderly investors 
look out home income plans 
(Hips) with Sandy Park Finan¬ 
cial Services, a financial advis¬ 
er based in Plymouth. 

Hips were all the rage in the 
late Eighties. Thousands of 
retired people were advised to 
take out mortgages on their 
homes and to invest in high- 
risk bonds to provide income 
in their twilight years. Many 
of these plans went disastrous¬ 
ly wrong as property prices 
collapsed, interest rates soared 
and the value of bonds rapidly 
decreased. 

However, the Sandy Park 
investors were in even greater 
peril. The head of the firm was 

Sonja Thompson, who had 
been sacked from insurer Al¬ 
lied Dunbar in 1985 after it 
was discovered she had been 
running a massage parlour in 
Bournemouth. She had been a 
call-girl also, for Cynthia 
Payne, the celebrated 
Streatham “madame". in the 
Seventies. 

Over the next three years 
Sonja Thompson chopped and 
changed her arrangements 
with lenders and insurers so 
much so that charges, fees and 
commission payments to her¬ 
self ate up what remained of 
the investors* money. 

In 1990 DBS. the country’s 
largest network of financial 
advisers, made Sandy Park 
one of its appointed represen¬ 
tatives. The following year 
Sandy Park was bankrupt, 
owing investors £4 million. 

GUYNEWMAN 

Plymouth fraud squad 
charged Sonja Thompson, al¬ 
leging that she had stolen 
investors’ money and fraudu¬ 
lently inflated their incomes 
on mortgage applications. She 
was convicted on five counts of 
theft, but the mongage fraud 
charges were dismissed. 

She was sentenced to just 
180 hours of community ser¬ 
vice, and subsequently be¬ 
came a wildlife photographer 
and hospital radiologist 

Meanwhile, attempts by the 
investors to seek redress from 
DBS were already going 
wrong. Trethowans. the 
group’s solicitor in Salisbury, 
discovered that DBS was not 
fully insured and was unable to 
provide complete compensa¬ 
tion. After lengthy negotia¬ 
tions. Trethowans recommen¬ 
ded a complex offer from DBS, 
even though accepting it pre¬ 
vented the investors going on to 
the Investors' Compensation 
Scheme or the Personal Invest¬ 
ment Authority (PIA) Ombuds¬ 
man who could award far 
higher figures. The deal, how¬ 
ever, protected diem from hav¬ 
ing their homes repossessed. 

Under the settlement, DBS 
gave investors a lump sum and 
promised to pay a proportion of 
the interest on their loans for 
ten years. This agreement ex¬ 
pires in three years’ time, 
leaving the pensioners with the 
frightening prospect of an ever- 
escalating debt 

Mr Budgen appealed to the 
Legal Services Ombudsman 
after a Law Society watchdog 
turned down his complaints 
about Trethowans’ role. The 
firm declined to comment and 
said that the solicitor concerned 
was no longer with the firm. 

Mr Budgen is continuing 
also to try to persuade die 
Ombudsman attached id the 
PIA to take up the case. 
However, the body refuses to 
act arguing that tire settlement 

with DBS is binding and puts 
the case outside its remit. The 
Investors’ Compensation 
Scheme is also hampered tty 
the settlement even though ir 
is currently suing die West 
Bromwich Building Society in 
a test case to recoup the cost of 
£46 million of compensation 
which it has paid to 3.000 Hip 
investors. 

The proposed single om¬ 
budsman for the Financial 
Services Authority is unlikely 
to improve the situation. 

Mr Budgen said: "DBS has 
given us only a fraction of 
what we need. I still owe 
£40,000. Meanwhile, the 
people I represent are living in 
misery. Some have died and 
others have committed suicide 
because of their despair. Ev¬ 
eryone involved this case has 
got away scot-free while we 
continue to suffer." 

Ken Davy, the chairman 
of DBS, who was forced 
to resign from the PIA 

last year after the firm was 
fined £425,000 for delays in 
compensating mis-selling vic¬ 
tims, denied that DBS should 
do more for the investors. 

"Sonja Thompson came to us 
from a reputable insurance 
company. We obtained satis¬ 
factory references, including 
accountants and solicitors, and 
were extremely disappointed 
when we discovered the ulti¬ 
mate situation. Under no cir¬ 
cumstances do we employ 
anyone that is not fit and 
proper. However, from time to 
time all employers have the 
wool pulled over their eyes. 

“We have honoured every 
aspect of the agreement, on 
which all the investors were 
properly advised, and have 
paid out several million pounds 
— at the time the deal com¬ 
pared very favourably with the 
compensation other home in¬ 
come plan investors received." 

TO SAVE YOUR 
HARD EARNED CASH 

TRY THIS SOFT OPTION 
Thante to ItecCalc, the UlCs best saUng personal taxation software, ifc 
never bean easier to comply with Saif Assessment Sknpty key in you1 
Income dBtate and TaxCafc wfl automattcaly compute your tax tebBty. 

TaxCaJc provides a woolth of money saving tax acMce, including over 
40 tax saving tips, supported by extoreto 
Help Has specify written by the 
experts at Which?. When yaifte 
satisfied that you have minimised 
your tax Babffity end cteknad any 
tax reft*id owing, simply print 
out your ccmptatad, Revenue 
approved, tax Return. 

Just £29.99, Inc. FREE P&P, 
phone now quoting ref. TT/18 and 
your credt card details. 

Victim: John Budgen, 84, is left owing £40,000but no regulatory watchdog will help 

WHICHQ software 

Mon-Frf 0800-2200 bra 
and Sat-Sun 1000-1800 hr*. 
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You’ve only pot onr> more opportunity to take out a PEP. so why take chances? The Virgin 

Growth PEP has now grown by more than 10D'» lince its launch three years ogo and has 

never been out of the- top 10 V of funds in its sector. To find out more cali us today. 

direct 
0345*900 900 

Open seven dayi ■> vv««k from Bam to :0pm 

Virgin Direct Personal Rnandal Service Ltd is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. The price of units 
and any income from them can go down as well as up and you may not get back the amount you invest. The 
tax benefit depends on personal drcumstances. Past performance is not necessarily a guide to the future. You 

can invest rn a PEP right up until 5 April 1999 after which they will attract the same tax benefits as the new 

Individual Savings Account. For your security all calls are recorded and randomly monitored. "Source: Micropal, 
single investment, offer to bid, gross income reinvested basis, 6335 to 31338. * "Source: Micropal. Figures 
calculated from 63.95 to the end of each month up to 313.98 for ail funds in the UK growth and income 

sector during the whole of this period, buying to selling unit prices, gross income reinvested. 

THE CAPITAL TRUST FIXED RATE POSTAL BOND 

UP TO 

780% 
For an application pack call 

0500 318 283 
Quoting Reference- 2£<4 

On release for a limited period only. 

Capital Trust 1 Year Fixed Rate Postal Bond 

Investment Gross* pa Net**pa 

£100,000+ 7.80% 6.24% 

£20,000 7.55% 6.04% 

£1.000 7.20% 5.76% 

With our One Year Fixed Rate Bond 

you can look forward to great returns. 

You'll enjoy an excellent rate on a 

minimum £1,000 investment. - 

Better still, if you invest a 

higher amount It'll earn a 

higher rate, making the Bond 

so competitive that the issue 

has to be limited. |Ca| 
It's an ideal way to invest 

capital, with interest paid on - 

Capital 

Trust 

either a monthly or yearly basis. And as 

you cant make additional deposits, it's 

also wise to put as much as you can into 

- the Bond when you open the 

account. So if you're looking 

for substantial returns in a 

short space of time, call for 

an application pack today, 

ital Rest assured, our Bond will 

_____ give a performance that’s 

_ sure to thrill. 

Britannia Building Society Britannia House Leek Staffordshire ST13 5RG 

*7.80% gross (without UK income tax deducted) fixed Interest for Investments of £100.000+. 

•■Assuming rate of income tax applicable at 20%. Interest is paid on maturity. No withdrawals 
permitted during 1 year term. Interest will be payable net of the applicable rate of income tax (which 

can be reclaimed by non-taxpayers) or gross, subject to the required registration. 

Lines one open Monday to Friday 9am-7pm. Saturday tam-12 noon and Scmday 1(tenv2pm. 

--*~§- 

Please post to: Britannia Building Society FREEPOST 15796 Britannia House Leek Staffordshire ST13 5ND. 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms. 

Surname_ 

Address_ 

Postcode 

Forename. 

Proposed investment level (minimum £1000). 

m 

hop to it 

ro-ijN.. 

mr 

The Martin Currie range of unit trusts gives you access to investment opportunities round the clock, ArAA Al AA AC 
round the world. Our International Growth Fund, for example, has given investors an average annual U3UU D I Ug UJ 
return of 16 4% since 1980.* To find but why more and more people are hopping to it, clip the coupon or call quouwg ref: ttw 

MARTIN CURRIE UNIT TRUSTS 

- I fglMkk 

Fon^ore details about Martin Currie's range of unit trusts, send the coupon to Martin Currie Unit Trusts Ltd, Freepost, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 7UZ. 

ADDRESS. POSTCODE 

_. , u-leioiteluwrt MxtaiiiiJaxraicyrTwwmrii&niiJfcuxthcvaJlXc/unft^aflditeixOTie 

WARNlNGTfVaie } jbubiI iaawy WK ID. SnysrB^xeb H.1U pn annum. MBlxiCunfclHlTiurfsliiiiHLSaSiit Good. 30 &rtkfciaoe, SdHurfi EJfl 2ES.ftgifl*d by ft* AMi 

it kaotmaL ■ Sauce McropaL Buy Id 
fcwana AMhonty MgnhgrfAUTK 

Martin • Currie 

Growing investments since 1881 
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Photo service to 
aid treasure hunt 

TIMES MONEY INFORMATION SERVICE_ 
mJIlIfT:?1 pi NATIONAL SAVINGS ~ 

’ ' ' Interest 1 071“^^ “S SS"St “KSK N*. are. * 

BASE RATES Vr 
MORTGAGES \ 

INSTAOT ACCESS ACCOUNTS Account 
Notice 
of term 

Photographic evidence 
proving the ownership 
of individual antique or 

fine art items.will substantial¬ 
ly increase the chance of 
recovery in the event of theft. 
According to Towry Law, the 
insurance broker, not only will 
a photographic record facili¬ 
tate the return of property, it 
wflj also make the claims 
process easier. 

A free photographic identifi¬ 
cation service of valuables has 
been introduced for Towry 
Law’s Premier Executive 
Household Policy customers, 
who are paying an annual 
premium of more than E1.500. 
Towry Law recognises that 
policyholders may be nervous 
of allowing a stranger into 
their homes, and so only one 
specialist photography com¬ 
pany is employed and photo¬ 
graphs are transferred to a CD 
for security. Call 01753 554400 
for details. 

■ Just 20p per day will pay for 
veterinary services and the 
cost of treatment for injury 
and illness under Nationwide 

_ Building Society’s new pet 
'insurance policy. Nationwide 
hopes to attract Britain's 13 
million dog and cat owners. Its 
pet plan differs from some 
other policies by offering life¬ 
long protection. Should a pet 

need treatment for the same 
condition more than once in its 
life, its owner can claim up to 
the maximum benefit level 
each year. This could continue 
evety year for the life of the 
animal, as long as premiums 
continue to be paid. TTtere is 
no claim limit for each 
condition. 

Policies will include cover 
for boarding fees if the owner 
goes into hospital, loss by theft 
or straying, and third-party 
liability for dogs. Premiums 
for cats and dogs are based on 
postcode and age. Breed and 
size will also affect the cost of 
cover for dogs. Call 0845 603 
9139. quoting reference PT46. 

■ Tandy, the computer and 
electrical store, has teamed up 
with Yorkshire Electricity to 
offer customers the opportuni¬ 
ty to change gas supplier. 
From today. Tandy staff in its 
269 shops across the UK will 
be able to answer questions 
about switching gas provider, 
and calculate the savings that 
can be achieved. Gas can be 
signed up for on the spot. 
Telephone services will also be 
offered. Customers can buy 
SmartCall and UKCali ser¬ 
vices from Cable & Wireless 
from their local Tandy store. 

Standard Life Bank 0343 555657 
Scottish Widows Bank 0845 8450829 
Safeway 0800 995995 
Northern Rock 0845 600 6767 

Direct Access InstantT 
Instant Access InstantB 
Direct Savings InstantB 
Save Direct Inst InstantB 

NOTICE ACCOUNTS & BONDS Account 
Notice 
of term 

Scarborough BS 01723 500616 
Stroud & Swindon BS 0343 252423 
Legal $ General Bank 0500111200 
Investec Bank (UK) 0171 2031650 

Scarborough 30 30 day 
Direct Thirty 30 day B 
60 Direct 4 60 day B 
Base Plus 1 year 

FIRST TESSAS (TAX FREE)_Account 

Norwich & Peterborough 01733 372222 
Bradford & Bingiey BS 0800 592588 
Darlington BS 01325 366368 
Sun Banking Corp 01438 744505 

Notice 
of term 

Deposit 

£1 
£100 

£1,000 
£5,000 

Deposit 

£1,000 
£10,000 
£10,000 

£2,001 

Deposit 

£100 
£500 

£1,000 
£1,000 

Interest 
paid 

Interest 
paid 

Interest 
paid 

KaBu 
mortgage 

rate 

CREDIT CARDS 

Capital One Bank 0800 669000 
RBS Advanta 0800 077770 
Co-operative Bank 0800 109000 

EOIT^DS^ST 1 . Vn-:* > -ij. 

Card type 
Interest 

per month APR% 
Fee per 
annum 

Visa 0_57%N 6^0%N Nil 
Visa 0.64%N 7.90%N Nil 
Advantage Visa 0.69%NC 8.60%N Nil 

91 92 93 34 95 96 97 98 j 

FT-SE1QO 

PERSONAL LOANS_ 

Northern Rock 0345 421421 
Yorkshire Bank 0800 202122 
Direct Line 0181 680 9966 

APR 

9.90%H 
12.50% 

12.80%A 

Monthly payment on £5,000 for 3yrs 
with insurance no insurance 

£183.13 
£190.33 
£183.75 

£166.11 
£165.77 
£166.38 

NB. A = Minimum age 22 years, B = Operated by post or telephone. C = no Merest free period, F = Fixed Rate. H = tf 
insurance not arranged APR 12.7 per cent, N = Introductory rale tor a tented period, P = Operated by Post. T = Operated by 
Telephone. 

* RATES SHOWN ARE GROSS AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
PLEASE CHECK RATES BEFORE INVESTING 

L„i 

LlZANNE ROSE Source; ManeyFacts, tfte Morffnt, Gurd# to kr.votment S Mongage (tales pi692 500 577] 

GOARANTEED INCOME BONDS 

ANNUAL INCOME 

Rates as at April 9.1998 

Investment (£) Company 
Standard 
Rate (%) 

2 Years 

3 Years 

4 Years 

5 Years 

1,000 
5,000 

10,000 
40,000 

1,000 
3,000 

20,000 
50,000 

Hambro Assured 
AJG Life 
GE fin Assur 
AIG Life 

Hambro Assured 
ITT Lon & Ed in 
GE Fin Assur 
GE Fin Assur 

Hambro Assured 
ITT London & Ed 
Hambro Assured 
Hambro Assured 

Hambro Assured 
ITT London & Ed 

Hambro Assured 
ITT London & Ed 

Minimum 

FIXED RATE 
Grass 

couDon 
Buying 

price 
Gross 
yield 

Issue purchase 
Dries amount 

Birmingham Midshires 9-375% 134.00 7.00 100.17 1,000 
Bradford & Bingiey 11.625% 161.25 721 100.13 10,000 
Bradford & Bingiey 13.000% 17825 729 10020 10,000 
Britannia 13.000% 18325 7.09 100.42 1,000 
Coventry 12.125% 174.75 624 100.75 1,000 
First National 11.750% 164.00 7.16 10025 10,000 
Leeds & Hoi beck 13.375% 192.75 624 10023 1,000 
Newcastle 10.750% 157.7^ 621 10022 1,000 
Newcastle 12.629% 184.00 626 100.45 1200 
Skipton 12.875% 190.50 6.76 100.48 1,000 

PERPETUAL SUBORDINATED BONDS 

Chett & Gloucester 11.750% 166.75 7.05 10028 50,000 
Halifax 8.750% 120.50 726 100.62 50200 
HaBfax 12.000% 15725 7.63 10028 50,000 
Halifax 13.630% 19350 7.04 100.00 50.000 
Bristol & West 13.380% 184.75 724 10024 1,000 
Northern Rock 12.625% 17550 7.19 100.14 1,000 

Bar* at Scotland 
0645 812812 
Bank of Ireland 
01189 684300 
Northern Rock1 
0845 6050500 
AIBanoe & Laic 
0345 108108 
Halifax 
01422 333333 

Interest 
rate % 

Loan 
size 

Max 
% Notes 

0.00 any 95 0%for 2mtfts, 
2% disc 10 mths 

029 £20-145k 85 Fixed 6 mtfts 
More dscs, £280 fee 

3.89 to £250? 95 Fixed to 12.00 
£395 fee 

420 £20-3OQk 75 Fixed Io 1520 
05% fee. £300 max 

425 nontax 90 fixed to 312.00 
£295fee 

NR • compulsory products, biddings and contents nsuance. 

" i - ■ ■■ .■ -r . 

PIBS-Pennanta* bitendt-bssring shares. Source Greenwich Nsttfaet 

Source: Chambertaoi da Bros 0171-493 7900. Nat rates. Income and capital guaranteed. 
Earfy surrender. Terms wary. Monthly income may be awaUabto. 

Lender 
Interest 
rate % 

Loan Max 
% Notes 

Bank of Scotland 
0645 812 812 

0.00 any 95 0% dso-2 mths. 
2% dsc-10 mths 

Scarborough 
0990133146 

a 05 to £150k 95 Fixed for 1 yr 
0.75% ban fee 

hfinddey & Rugby 
0800 774499 

0.10 £1-150k 80 854% dso-1 yr 
£250 fee 

Manstieid 
01246 202055 

050 £25-175k 95 8% disc-6 mths. 
more dscs apply 

Bank of Ireland 
0118 9684300 

029 £20-l45k 95 Fixed 6 mths, 
more dscs, £280 fee 

« 1* 12 ,#,m3P in* «S 
tSSSR 7i00 MO JJWBJggP ** £S 

SKT3Sb.S 5"° 390 » “S 
Children's Bondt 6 00 2s-''000 

aSSLS*-”0 ’ssss ss 
pS^^M.lfo 4.8a 0.66 500-50,000. OOdsy 0640 

*80 3.60 100-250.000 8day 
100-10,000 8day 

4 88 3.66 500-50.00fe 60day 

0645 645000 
06456C50CQ 
0645 645000 
0645 64SO00 
0645 645000 
0645 645QQ0 
0645 645000 
0645 645000 
0645 645000 
0645 645000 

s/tateibr 
■BrSyaafs 
p* Taxable 

bur aeS ~ 4,2 -£sW- ISO 0CJ earn «,ft> TatoO ***' 

j||| PENSION ANNUmES 

All figures are the gross annual annuity (£100,000 
purchase), guaranteed 5 years, paid monthly in advance 

SINGLE LIFE (level arm) Mate: Age 60 Age 65 Age 70 

Sun Life__Level 
Canada Life.Level 
CommerdaJ Un ....Level 
Standard Life.Level 

£8.640 
£8,515 
£8,322 
£8,516 
£8,520 

£9,772 
£9.692 
£9.632 
£9.620 
£9,563 

£11298 . 
£11,388 '# 
£11,382 7 
£11,048 
£10.879 

n i • rssoo 
' I ! 

T S400 

SINGLE UFE Female: Age 60 Age 65 Age 70 

Norwich Union.. ..Level £7.791 
£7.810 

£8.649 
£8.631 

£9,863 
£ 9,812 

Canada Life. 
Equitable Life.... 
GeoemB .. 

..Level 

..Level 
-Level 

£7,790 
£7,810 
£7,553 

£8.630 
£8.552 
£8.497 

£9.843 
£9,622 
£9.790 

JOINT UFE, 2/3 WIDOWS 
(level annuity) 

Male: 
Female: 

Age 60 
Age 55 

Age 65 
Age 60 

Age 70 
Age 65 

Sun Life__.Level £7,405 £8,056 
Equitable Lite_Level £7,435 £8,021 
Norwich Union.Level £7,360 £7,923 
Prudential_Level £7,382 £7,905 
Generali ..-...Level £7,163 £7,837 

Soane: ArndyDnct {017168JS000}_ 

Statistics compiled by lizanne Rose 

far! RRST-nMEBUYERS 

£8,842 
£8.663 
£8.674 
£8,753 

Lender 
interest 
rale % 

Loan 
size 

Max 
% Notes 

Bank of Ireland 
01189 684300 

0.99 £20-145k 95 Fix 6 mths, more 
dscs, £280 fee 

Bristol & West 
0800119955 

3.49 no max 95 Fix to 1.4.99 
£295 fee 

Wesleyan 
0121 2003003 

5.35 to £100k 95 3.25% disc 
12mths 

Halifax 
01422 333333 

5.65 any 95 Fix to 31.8.00, 
£195 fee 

Alliance & Leic1 
0345 108108 

5.85 £20-300k 95 fixed to 12.00 
£150 fee 

NR ’Compulsory products, buUdlngs and contents insurance 

Larger lenders, foais and first-time buyers tables by Bley 's Guefes LM (01753880482). 

Apr May Jun Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar 

Discover How You Could Make 

Serious Money From Penny Shares 

To iccene i HtEE copy of PENN? SHARE GUIDE, Briufa^ Noi 1 pobfiGdon hr dpptag 
aritbig smaller coapany stores PLUS m adnstee HUE Barter report pact induing 
details oTbow io difan a FREE copy of Tie Inresort Guide to How tee Suck Marta 

BaBi-1Vrute' puhfehwi fy rhr FmanH/d 7hagUKtman amply 

CALL NOW ON: 0500 823873 
Appstml br Hon Snw FMLnnw IM Mnac ffgntoolbrrir ftnowi Ineunaa Moat 

tqrwrd afa .Cl fepre jars. taufco VIBTtt 

yteiilii 
WUy Ttd 

_Bid oils- .i- % 
AEGON LIFE ASSURANCE 
Edfcb-n* Part- Edmbwsh. EHU9SE 
0131 399 Wl 
Balanced nam tstuan - sjo ... 
UK Equity tel-TO 0*JJ0 -14 JO ... 
Property mao mm - iso ... 
Flirt Imrim J70> w«> IO - I no ... 
Morey 2fe*« JUJ.10 • OJO ... 
VMCTmtSuMl 5053) 5B® - b-TO . . 

ABBEY LIFE 
HoMrwhnn) Road. Boweuwwli 
BH88AL 
mmrosn 
Custodian !H Dim »1JD - 
EakHlS4 303.30 2 HO) - 

WUy Ytd 
Bid Offer % 

Custodian S4 E»l«l »3JD - OHO . .. 
Eintausa joua 21401 -ojo . . 
uieanailaiuis* 25*ja - iso ... 
PnnrardGUIS4 IJ5.40 142X0 ♦ OJO ... 
Aslan Pactltc 153.W lejjo -4.10... 
EuropcanM »5* JMJBO • OJO ... 
Prop FdSCT4 462.70 4U7.10 • QJ3 .. 
Equity Scr4 35170 370JU - 4JtO ... 
Man Sera “41 JO ware -7.1a ... 
CBn*5er4 J76230 JWJO * a« ... 
MoneySCT4 17360 145.40 » 0/40 ... 
FixedIntSer-t 465.(0 wid - tbfll ... 
Aioertam5er4 4I7J0 ousifl - 7JD ... 
H(gttlncser4 IO47J0 (155.10 -I4JD ... 
Utdoedlnvserl 2MMQ 282« -CUD., 
JapMSeM 229.50 242.10 - 5.50 . . 
Formerly Kill Samuel Life juntance Ltd 
Security Food fDOjO 945.70 -I52M . .. 
Bitrtsh Fund 97060 1027.1(7 -I8.5U ... 
I menu donel 79l<*j sjq id -iojo ... 
Dollar Fund 75410 79LS0 - 4.7U ... 
Capital Fund TSUQ 797j® -1220 ... 
Income Fund 120X07 1273.90 -I8J0 ... 
Property SertaA 5M.KJ t>2X40 - IJM 4.70 
Properly Units 565.90 in»J0 *210 . . 
Financial Fund urn™ -11.70 .. 
MaMKCdScrA B22JU H70 fD -loao ... 
ManacKd Units I4897U I5WJ3 -I9JJ ... 
trig) Yldd Fund IO8LU0 114X10 -1550 ... 
Money Series A XUJO JSI.7D -OJO... 
Montyumn 446,n> *enxo * ojo ... 
Equity Fund 960 40 lOInJO -14.90 ... 
PhnUntexen #»c31 525.10 - 0.97 
Indexed Sees 231 Xu 245.10 - Q30 .. 
Europaiil Fund UM4 40 I3WJ0 - h."*) ... 
Naiurnl Res 26210 277.40 - 2JO ... 
Fa Earn Fond 462Jn> 4W.00 - sjo ... 
SnwUerGM 77240 XI72S0 - 2IO ... 
Special Sin dSnao 9KU70 - oj' 
Man Currency 297.10 3124(1 *040 . .. 
Japanese Tech 229JD Hi.fl * 1.50 .. 
IHSimnerCO" 5447JO 5932JO - l.7u ... 
Fannrrty Targa ufe Auunuicc Co Lid 
DcpcHi 27U.IO nsjyj • Q,vi 
FinancialSer I l(P4Q ICS.TO - I.IO ... 
FtMdlmensi 4I9JU 441.10 - 0J0 
cold wro 3o.ru -210 ... 
Managed 9X10 9472M -II.21 ... 
MntKl Cruum 27Ml>4I 305JC' -4.10 .. 
Property JJixU 
Seslitemlal pnq, laion I32M . 
7SB American 427 9] 450X11 - 220 ... 
TSBBrilewih I4R9.4I.1 1167 SU -31X71' ... 
T5B European 475.10 SDOJC - 250 ... 
tso income wu.ro tiojo -1200 . . 
TSB inti 599.7U 63[JO - 7j* ... 
TSBpDcKk MUM 337.70 - XSO ... 

imemidonel 
DollvFund 
Capital Fund 
Income Fund 

Monqt Units 
Equity Fund 
Pbed I meres* Indexed Secs 

TOO Income 
TSB mn 
TSB pBCiSc 

ALLIED DUNBAR ASSURANCE 
Swindon SNII EL 
OrmSHSM 
Fad ini CVp W 429.40 as;on - Ood 
EquhyACC 2I748J -31 JO ... 
Propufiv Acc Ttlau A242I7 * UW ... 
FareauAec Jaaio zsvon - A10 ... 
Managed Capitol 7.W.so ttsjo - mu ... 
-do-AOC I62uw 17123(1 -IIJ0 ... 
mma,Acc litLVxd 7f*4x40 -JUJU ... 
Gill Edged ACC veins 665.au - 1.41 ... 
Amur Equlry Are 1506,10 1565 « - 5 30 ... 
Amer Man acc clU_w 6W.10 - ini ... 
Amer Prop acc 125.70 IJfcW - 203 
Dtxribuillin Bunds 2943 ,(|j» - OJO ... 

axa eouitv « uw 
ASSURANCE 
Ancrdm Rond, iligh 1 
OHM «HU 
Reserve Serb I'M on 
Baked ser u 1074.10 
Oppoitunm Ser 6 255 10 
WHritrorton Scrn iiiji 

. UK Equities Ser b j 7U3,m . 
Higher Inc set a DU64O : 
"tordiAroer Seru 735ed 
Far East Serb -U*.**j 
Europe sarb *3170 
Irimisero 7SJ« 
propaiyserd ,aho 
Fixed ini Serb 5*5.10 Ind-LaM Sec *0 29X20 
deed DcpSerb >4220 

Wyrembe. Barts 
au.h . II34.UI -1291 ... 
autbo - 3.10 . . 
125.50 - a 70 530, 

1700-50 -34 HO . . 
I922CU -21 ia ... 
7M5G - BJD ... 
4blH.l -1210 e.. 
m.10 - I.TD . . 
■CN.M - 7.50 ... 
67ujn • non ... 
SM.40 - ojo ... 
24240 - O.IU . .. 
Jtax .B * CL 40 ... 

BARCLAYS LIFE 
252 Romford Road. Loodoo F79IB 
OWI5M<X44 
Equliyacv 1 am .a' W.5) -21.01 ... 
-do-Initial 7K.I.70 <*>7.10 -14 10 . Clb Edged ACT *21.00 Hq a, 
dlo-lniital 30J-ju iHJTj . 
Inicraailonal Act Sim.HI 545.40 - leci .. 
■do-lnUW W5J0 j’ijo - J30 ... 
Managed Are Tnu.TD B3l jn - 5.40 .. 
-doInitial 4U6JO 491JQ - 5BO ... 
MODQlAGC 32520 JSIjn * (WO 
Propenyact j*un irf.iu - oju .. 
■do-Initial 21il't 22IJ0 • aiO ... 
ABKTkaNX SJt.'tl 5mJO - 520 . 
FarEjdGMh itx'.BJ |i«ji - 050 
Financial acc b74.m :n>w -liau . 
jooAtnim 02440 ustjo - a-«' . 
Japan Ace 173 JO IK240 - u 50 . 
income Are AS1»1 -li.su .. 
specialsusAst aro.m -1>9> . . (3 n lv 7 cell ACT HIM 2(2ctJ - 220 

BLACK HORSE UFE 
Mordteka Hoom Oiaiham Kert I 
01634X54000 
Tie Managed FU I AC.77 120277 - ! 
Income Fund 124505 1311X79 - 1 
Earo Income 11 AM 1IA6.15 -’ 
wortdvttdrGIh m»A9 727JW - t 
Balanced Fdnd 1097.14 II54jn - s 
Smllr C"s tear 1210.70 I 274A3 - I 
NAmer&Genrl PX05 672*41 
Panne Basin «S7Jb 30270 - C 
German Growth WfiO 4I3CBS • 1 
Japan Growth iom 1322b . 1 
The UK Glh Fd BID 37AS0 - I 
Com! Euro CUi 230.41 24254 • 1 
Property Fund 46XF7 4*7.97 
Fixed Inlereu 43628 45»2* 
Cash FUnd JUAJ J408S 
Managed Inc 71021 747-95 
Nth Aider Recoe 401.14 42226 

IUAJ 39X8* 
7in2l 747.95 

BRITANNIA 
50 BpdnwB St Glaagow 
DMI248 2000 
Measured Pert 25040 
Perform ante Plus J»5.lo 
WUh noth Pert SUM 
UK Opportunity J462D 
EuroOppununlry J85.7D 
North Amer Opp 323-30 
Fv Earn Opp 17270 
Owth prop Ser 1 1*7 40 
Gth Prop ser 2 Mil) 
Fired Ini aw.ia 
Cash 1*1 JO 
Orrrseas 34110 
Formerly Las 
Managed Fund 52U0 
UK Equity ID47.IO I 
Property 342.40 
Money Marin 2*7 JO 
Fixed Intemr jaa-n 
Japan 25020 
North Ainerfca 2*7.70 
Inlemonanal 52SjW 
European 49X20 
Far East 127 90 

3W0O - I JO ... 
3I2J0 - 200 ... 
215.40 ♦ 0L» ... 
JbbJO - OO ... 
40&00 * 440 ... 34210 - aw ... 
18280 - IMS ... 
197JO » 0.70 ... 
852S0 *aio .. 
284.70 « BJ3 ... 
10180 ♦ 020 649 
359.90 t 2J0 .. 
552J0 - X60 ... 
I QUO -1260 .. 
JbOJCJ c 020 ... 
30250 • OJO ... 
411 JO -0J3 . . 
26X40 - XIO ... 
302*1 - OJO ... 
553.30 » 380 ... 
5I9JD » S.90 ... 
13470 - 1.90 ... 

Bar. Herd EN85BA 
CVMADA UFE 
M Hiflh Sm. PHoi 
01707 51122 
Managed 492S0 
Property 318 JO 
Glh a Fid ini x*>80 
Equity b55 Id 
Cath 24500 
CUfe Euro Mgd 6I7K3 
CU(e IlUl Fd 47*80 
Managed Fund IQ52W 
Property Fund 6jdJH 
Equity Fund 1567 JO 
Gill Edged Fd 799J0 
□epre-n Fund 37*00 
Incrouman Fd 7tPt30 International 650.70 
FiirmrtlyAihjm Ule 
UK Equity 2434 » 
Men. European tfl.JO 
Merc Fid In! n57jbO 
Gkl Morey 38210 
Mcnairy InO Mpi 911 Jo 
Mere ird Fid Ini >85.10 
Mcnairy Japan 19XS3 
Mere Nth Amer 5p5.an 
I1 K property 52*jn 
Mere MuMp inv I46ZOO 

CTn OF WESTMINSTER ASSUR,VSCE 
Sealn Howe. 500 Awfcroy Bhd, UAh Keynes MK92MU. (N90S 60*101 
Property Fund 213.4] 22XS0 . 
Managed Fund 9b3JO IDI3.90 - b.7D ... 
Eqolrv Fund 62‘JOO oSSrOl - 270 .. 

CLERICAL MEDICAINFIDELITY 
IWEKTMENTS Marrow Rata. Brawl BS20JH. OTH 929054* 
A'lunnee Funds 
Snnphlre Mixed 42X27 45080 - 400... 
Kuhy 229JO 24!JO - l.« 
Emerald 18060 I90JO -1110 ... 
Equity 547.40 576J0 -IMS ... 
Property 2u4JD 277JO * OJO .. 
Gill A FUM»ini 271 JO 2aSm - aio ... Indeted Sea 213 JO 224JO -030 ... 
Cash 214233 225-10 - OJO . . 
Mh American cn.oo 452w * 2» . . 
Far East 22980 747.70 » 080 ... 
International Mom 33580 - I JO .. 
sjscctal Sits 9VJJ0 WA.30 - I.IO . . 
Iml income 5I4J0 541.40 - bJO 
European id 1.70 M29D - I.IO ... 
Japanese 91.43 QMO - ObO .. 
SE Alla .anjo .324 Ml - n.TD . . 
with projhs Re* 20240 21210 
-do-Spec 31241] 213. Ul 
FteHhie Reiiiemem Plans Funds 
MIxbI 5(200 S40.10 - 7JO . . 
Equllv 7QE3W 74JJ0 -15.10 ... 
Froperiy »i JO JB4J0 * dw . . 
Gill A rum Ini 36110 jaijn . . 
lluVaUnJu.'d 13140 244.70 - 0.40 ... 
Cash 701.10 314 90 * U40 . . 
Mh American 544 40 57] 10 •!«].. 
Far East Act 23520 717X0 - Aftl ... 
iniemailmuiAa 4UIJO 42300 - I JO 
Slledjlslu KUO 939J] - IJM ... 
EurnpeanTIes 9IS^0 965M3 ♦ 3JD ... 

«*J0 mas - 5-BO ... .ijjct) 351.81 * u*l COin\IAL MUTUAL GROUP 3**8) ITf.Ill • 05U .. Catomul Mtibral Hrarev ri"*™ Maridjic Dili* 32IJ0 * aio ... Kent Mt-im. OUMMOOD XG.-tl - . ll'nil-1 S.* 1 usi.ai |i«J» - ijn ... -tin- tepriaki-ri 1’I.H uTi.in now -iXuj .. ■rt" Lrah UQW- 3*1.75 - 'SJO ... b24rt M7J0 - a-«< -tii- Equh) (HI 04 »»3b * * bl ... l?,«81 IBXrt - uw . . -tii- ru fni -nri.-n 4Wrt - ou> ALUS) (wr.hj -n.su .. IfeVUUIVII 0UbJ4 du? - 5<to ... 4B&.W *NXl - h<3> . . h»ijwb *r<jc* «n II - ora 211 IO XlAW - xa> .. ftenq-CA«h Cq> 221 o* SLUb > an .. 

-do-C«»h Inv 
-do- Equity Cap 
-Ob- Equity Inv 
-do-Fixed Cap 
-do- nod inv 
-cfas-Index Cap 
■do- Imlet Inv 
-do- MPcd Cap 
-do-lire 

WWy Yld 
Bid oner -/- % 

Alb 384JS * 0LS2 ... 
IJ-47 2365,77 -7989 ... 
3I.9B 389*83 -46J1 ... 
70J0 52685 - 1.16 ... 
MAI *6781 - l-M ... 
W40 25A06 -0J7 ... 
75.9a 41683 - 029 ... 
IXJI 9182] -11112 ... 
Rs85 1512.Vt -1697 ... 

COMMEROAL UNION 
St HthaV I Uoderteafi. EC3 BT7! 2837508 
var Ann Act (511 ijnAJd ... » 162 ... 
VarAnnfSI 14488 ... - GO I ... 
Pllmc Managed 998.10 67380 - 7J» ... 
Prime: I'K Equity 83200 87580 -1380 ... 
Prime J nr Equity 3778 0 397.70 - 280 ... 
Prime property 285.70. 8X180 • a40 ... 
PrimeFxd Ini 293.90 xnai) - aio ... 
PrimeIndex-Utk 212.70 223.90 -OJO ... 
Prime Cash 236,10 20 JO • 1X20*... 
COMFEDERAnON UFE 
SfStTlufio r,**Ui*P'' “*** 801WN 
Managed Rind 1613.10 lewn . 
Equity |l 2USJQ 77398) . 

EAGLE STAR UFE ASSURANCE 
Mnrstpeflier Drtie CteBort—. GL53 7LQ. 
W2422213II 
Ufe Funds 
Ul Wlh PftS (586) t 121.70 ... 4-OJO... 
SeoirriJI H480 ... *020 ... 
MaitaRrdC?r 143.10 ... - ux) ... 
EquityMngd0)1 1442X7 ... - 1J0 ... 
Adeemurous0) 1 U080 ... - IJD ... 
BrtsuslaWfcsCOr 11690 ... *020 ... 
Equity Mad 51 348J0 366.70 - 3J0 ... 
Managedsi sums 361.90 - 7.87 ... 
Ademruroussi 39780 28160 - 2.70 ... 
Managed(9 233.90 246J0 - 1.50 ... 
EiRlr/Mllf UK 463J0 48020 - 420 OOI 
tension Funds 
(Jnir until POs 6) I 12300 ... *030... Seairviat U6J0 ... *020.. 
Managed (2)2 I4&81 ... - I JO ... 
EquhyMngd 12)I IK80 ... - LSO ... 
Adwemurnus 191 L12J0 ... - IJO ... 
Bristol«wcaC91 IIA9Q ... *020 ... 

FRIENDS' PROVED ENT 
OmBc Sheet Sjfifbury. W3ts SP1JSH 
01722413366 
Managed 46450 493J0 - 3.90 ... 
UK Equhy 66570 72160 - K50 ... 
Stewardship 54660 575.40 -090 ... 
■XerwasEquity 419.10 441JO - 280 ... 
north American 76460 27860 - 210 ... 
Pacific BXSln 117 jo 174.1a -220... 
European 455.M) 479.90 *080 ... 
Property 215J0 23b.Hl * <JJQ ... Fired Inresea 312.90 33980 - 083 ... 
Index Uninl 21270 223.90 - atO ... 
cash 231.70 24330 * OJO ... 

Pacific BASln 
European 
Property 
Fired Imreea 
Index Unied 
cash 
FP Ufe Asniranara NM 
Fired Iraetrsa MN.uo 72620 - OSO ... 
Managnd 1(6560 1121843 -11.40 ... 
Deposh 39670 417J0 - OSO . . 
property Pw.ro roans * 080 ... 
American 74640 787.70 - 720 ... 
Australian 6*7.KJ 723 70 ' 420 ... 
European H3980 H99.70 - lea ... 
Income acc I249J0 13! Mo -13130 ... 
-do- Dm (0670 712J0 - 7.40 3.97 
Inurmattcinal 450Jfl 474.30 - )m ... 
fapan Smaller jsijo 26440 • 1.90 .. 
Singapore a Mol 269.70 28380 -isjo ... 
Toiyo Fund 51680 54400 - 540 .. 
UX Equhy demo IQI2J0 -12JD ... 
<XMVan^lMg 1135.90 119560 -1203 .. 

CT GLOBAL Fl'ND MCMT LTD 
Alban Gate 14* Fir. 125 London Wall Land 
EC2> 5AS. 01717104567 
GT Plan Far East 23180 24403 - 6J0 . . 
CT Phut WVrtde 62160 65650 - 420 ... 

GAN UFE A PENSIONS 
Gan 11 oore. Hariore. Esrex 
CM202EW. DlZnUUU 
Ponlxlln ACC 912.10 9l2Jtt - 990 .. 
-du-ln>A 91280 9crt*U -1040 .. 
UK Equity MJ80 67780 - UO .. 
sill! nos 3180 6* HI - 020 . 
Managed 41 rim 4401-J - 470 . 

GENERAL ACCIDENT 
2 Rangier SI lurt VO 11 HR. 0I9W6ZW82 
Mlluged 
u mured profh 
UX Equity 
nsedlni 
indo-LiitUd 
Cash Dcpusli 
Propcny 
Inlemailoiul 
American 
lapan 

»4l» 325-U - 400 .. 
173.10 16240 • 081 .. 
4*0® SI 4.70 - 760 .. 
748.50 SjIJo -ate . 
J25.TT 21640 - OJO .. 
198.90 3JU0 ♦ 030 .. 
211 S3 222.50 • OJO .. 
mso 75200 - aw 
XE.W 3I8JU - tuo ... 
1MJD 17380 - JJO . .. 

Japan smUr Oh IM.I0 177 w - J so 
European 3MAO 126® - SjjS ... 
rad lie Fund I95.7U »W - 4JD ... 
Crop.Ufe jaaoO 21 un -did ... 
Formeriv PrcnhUiu Midrial 
MirugoJLint 70630 7-UJO - dJXJ ... 
MinatrnJ Inlitil AAs90 «9«j . 5® . .. 
EquityOltl 1237.10 130280 -iriJO ... 
Equity Inlr 74770 7*7, IP -Hjo .. 
FUnkfd GIB Old 25000 a*.|i< - IU0 ... 
l UnkcdGillInu I5A.-W 16670 - P4P ... 
Dreas EquIlVOrd 48080 50610 - 380 ... 
Oseit Equity Inti JXlhj sieoij . 3,70 ... 
Property Ord mw 34610 .U40,,. 
Property Inis lidjri zrsjo . 
Fired Im Old 3b3H7 38270 - a 10 
FUcd Ini mu 21980 231 40 . 083 .. 
te-pavi OnJ 237 40 249.90 • |MJ 
DepostT Inlilxl 143.50 lSi.lu < 083... 

GUARDIAN ROYAL EXCHANGE 
Royal Exchange Loodoa ECJ. 1X712837X11 
Ml raged Initial 649.10 ««L30 -681 ... 

ACC 
Equity initial 
-do-ACT 

99460 104690 - 450 ... 
II04JO II62A0 -1150 ... 
169210 1781.10 -8170 ... 

Fired HU Initial SJICO 567JO - a 10 ... 
-db-ACT 
iml initial 
-do-ACT 

ran awuo - ojo ... 
5580) 5*7JO - 440 ... 
85490 899.90 - 6*1 ... 

Nth Amer Initial 32580 34250 - UOD ... 
-do-ACC 453.70 47780 - 1/40 ... 
Pad0cinitial I4S20 is*an - J.ro ... 
-do-ACT 70050 211.10 - 43> ... 
Property Initial 70490 215.10 . 
-do-ACT 313.90 33080 . 
Indea-LolcdInM 199JO J99J0 -OJO ... 
-do-ACT MOO 27780 - 020 ... 
Deport initial 21180 22L40 *030 ... 
•dO-ACT 325,10 34220 * OJO ... 
Euro Initial 171.70 180.70 - 13X7 ... 
-do-ACT 221JO 23240 - I JO ... 

HALIFAX UFE LTD 
PO Boa 285. York YCH IYB BH04MUIO 
Ufe Funds 
teondalion 3814 4615 - 029 ... 
SAlmced if/t? jiit7 _ 04] mmm 
Ooponaoltr 39.16 4182 - 037 ... 
Depart 27.13 MJb . 003 ... 
tension Funds 
Rjuadaripn£2 30J4 31.94 -025 ... 
BdanodSl joss 1216 - 082 ... 
Opportunity S2 3685 3184 - 023 ... 
Deport C 2585 am * OM ... 

HAMBRO ASSURED 
Hiriaw Kaoae. Puaianj. PKsfare ! 
PR2 2PR. 01772B400B0 
Managed 25170 8un -« 
•do- Pens 33690 35480 - ( 
UK Equhy 299MS 31 SJO -C 
-do- tern 38X20 40X30 -t 
imentotioru] in4jo 20150 •( 
-do-Pens aosso 23U0 - i 
Depart 159.70 118.10 * ( 
•da-tern 197JO 207JD * t 

For HID Samuel see Abbey Ufe Assurance 

IRISH UPS ASSURANCE 
Irish life Centre. Vkrorfa Street st Afeaas. 
Hens AL15TF. 0(7274801 
OtahalManaged MUR 91450 • 5.70 ... 
Global Properly JWJO J78JD . 
Global Fixed Ini 67630 711.90 . OM) ... 
Global Equhy 9&250 101X87 ‘ 7JO ... 
Global cart 245.10 2te2H • OJO ... 

LEGAL A GENERAL UNIT ASSURANCE 
2 Masrfistt Red. Hove. Ssau BWISE 
0013824000 
BSocLnhd loir 13480 141.40 . 
-do-ACT 8880 21640 - OJO ... 
BrtOpps list 22500 23690 - 2J0 ... 
-do-ACT 308.70 33500 -280 ... 
Cart UiKlal 17400 iaX2D * 020... 
-dO-ACT UI.IO 348(0 . 080 ... 
Eqtrtryinlrtal 1D48J0 110X70 -1630 ... 
-do-ACT 199500 210100 -IIas ... 
RxcdlnttiaJ 4IOJO 431.40 
■doACC 78070 82180 - (UO ... 
Index-Laid Glh 15620 16480 - 0.10 
-dO-ACT 
Inti Initial 
-dO ACC 

25X50 a«sO0 - OJO ... 
37X40 39583 - 4m ... 
7B3JO 74040 - 740 . . Managed Ioidol 647.70 6B180 - 7MS ... 

-do-ACT 723250 1297-40 -14JO ... 
property Initial J42JO ZSXJO • OM ... 

LINCOLN 
The Qsra. KJH05 Oxford Road. 
Middx UBS ILZ OWS 200 200 
EquBy Units L22XI2 ... -; 
Proreny on xmooo 3537 in 
MBdEiecUnli 957600 (laxao - 
2nd EquuyAcr IOAod J 1(7180 
2nd High IIKAc ICUl UO 105301 2nd property act M80 H6M* 
2nd Mrgd Z Act 22490 2J6J0 2nd Mngd 540: treMO wt.oo 
2nd Mil4 ACC 301 JU 31700 
2nd Deport ACT 324JO Ml JO < 
2nd Gill ACT J9QJU 411 JO • 
2nd Amer ACT im.co Il9|j» 
2nd I nil Mny ACT 24610 2S9XD 
2nd Index ACT 255 00 8*14) 2nd Far Etui Act 251 BO 26500 2nd GhrlJBl 4CT tel80 2I2JO 
2nd Euro AH 27 IJD 28140 
2nd lapan A« 104.40 11420 
2nd Ini Cr Bd act I75W 184 70 
2nd cap Gib act 19X40 aj.vw 
et-Laurentlan 
Property 
Managed 
American 
UK Equlry Fd 
Japan 
Indo-Lkd 
High lldd 
Money 
Inlcrruuona] 

6406) 67480 
496 Id 627.30 
67X50 7115.90 
762JO «KJD 
I IP JU 125 JQ 
anas 24QJ0 

IJ9 Ipo I464J3] 
4*13)0 48JJ0 ■457 JO 477JQ 

Pcrpaual Active Ol.a) 43380 
Growth ACC 9T23X) 9313X1 
Gill Edged '43 UO 58X70 

- txtfl ... 
- un ... 
-loud ... 
- 140 ... 
- 0_D . . 
-I62D ... 
• aid ... 
- c*o ... 
- 4.10 ... 
-IOJO ... 
• Q-IQ ... 

VCISS 26040 - 2.90 ... 
IXUO 140.10 - SJO ... 

LONDON LIFE 
Sperti. M Street bate. 0n7 984 7777 
EquBy I 1415.90 
Hxeduaem: 575JO 
Property» SUM) 
Dryoilll 3412X7 
Hindi 87X20 
Indexed stock t 28X90 
Incenretienall icm 
Eqofty At 31X10 
PtenllniAl W.» 
Property AI 22630 
DepnstlAi 19450 
Mixed AI 285M 
lodes Mock AI 22050 
Irntmtiaital AI 21X90 
Equity PI 133750 
Hredinrpt 8012)0 
Property Pi 39XH7 
Deport PI 41X90 
Mixed PS B5O.70 
IndccSXxXPl 327JO 
teixrnattoeal P1 UXJO 
LONDON « MANCHESTER 
Wtedade part. Eraser BX5IDS. 
InrTruaCspI 91X70 
-do-ACCl 138880 
Property Cap t 14080 
-do-ACT I ■ 85050 
Rod Inserts! Cap f 22DJ0 
dp-ACT I 41X40 
BqnhyCapt 47680 
-db-ACT I 90680 
Imcroafl Cap I ZI4L1Q ... 
do-Acer SOBJO 
Cal Depart caps 15410 
-do-ACTt 295JD 
Flexible cap I 450X0 
do-ACCl 8SX9D 
Moneymiter RJ J 63X70 
Capital Growth 1 292780 

Amer Bond ACT 77)80 766, 
Amer Rec Bond >3440 ML 
Am Smb-Cca Bd 34650 3bX! 
AuroutedaBd 29X70 3082 
CotranodhyBond 33480 15U 
Deposit Bond act 41380 cmj 
Equity Bond ACT 229LTD 2406< 
Enrepean id act 10670 w: 
Earn Vhf Bd act I Jeup 133OU 
Gill Bond Acc SBUO Ml/ 
Gold Bond ACT L3X1D 1382 
High Yield Bond 9012)0 5262 
Indea-lnkGIM £U) 271J 
IMerttarional Bd 9T380 WBU 
Japan Band ACT 15060 I58J 
Japan Sm CDs Ac 165.8) 1761 
Managed Bonds 134603 1308/ 
Prop Bond ACT 6380 660J 
are Bond ACT 124850 13118 
S Easl Asia Bd ACT 843.70 2S6C 
MGM ASSURANCE 
MCM Heme. Hctac Road. 1 
BNII2DY. 01903204631 
UX Equity 35680 37XD 
UK Equity ACC 56X70 teX4 
Special slo IrtJS 157.1 
SpeetSJ SILs ACT 23690 2498 
Nonh Antericsn Spun 30U 
N American are 464.40 -4*64 
Plane Basin 2SAs) 2725 
Pacific Basin Acc 4)080 43X5 
Fixed Imaes Ul.SO smo 
Fhted Interest Acc 52670 5965 
Propeny ana} 2ixi 
Property act 32180 3388 
Depart 157 JO 1658 
Deport rex 25080 2614 
Managed 35660 3775 
Managed Acc 534 JO 551.4 
MERCHANT INVESTORS 
SI Barlbaloanm Hook. Lori 
BcistM BS12NH 
0117406636* 

- LSO ... 
- 3J0 ... 
- 0.10 ... 
*aio ... 
-OJO ... 
• aio ... 
- 4JO ... 
- 7JO ... 
- 180 ... 
- L90 ... 
- aio ... 
• 080 780 
- XIO ... 
- 580 ... 
- JJO ... 
-11 JO ... 

Property 
UK Equity 
Gift Edged 
interest Fund 
Managed Fti 
(ml Equity 

4*9.90 31X60 
61280 645270 
11480 B57.Q0 
4*080 4852)0 
mx5d mm 
78020 82)80 

North American 354JA TO JO 
Far Ere) 
inticurrency 
NPI 
48 Goqduri 
OmtXHBQ 
MaittJSfd 
UK Equhy 
CFreneat Equity 
Americas 
Faf End 
propeny 
Fixed Inietca 
IBdeXrd GDI 
(Rrnsl) 

3552)0 J7X*rj 
2X4J0 JWte 

7*70 - 7.90 ... 
1140-2) -1X60 ... 
bIXIO - SMI ... 
6M2X) - 7.10 ... 
447.70 -|S.K) ... 
36X90 . 080 ... 
WJJO - OJO ... 
JI1.I0 - OJO ... 
26.1/N « OJO ... 

NAT WEST UFE ASSCE LTD 
PO B« sat, Trinity Qnsm Brfefel BS99SU 
Sin 9404040 
Grown Mgd pe» 20000 2UL30 -X50... 
NORWICH UNION LIFE INSURANCE 
SOCIETY - Ei NUaM Fands 
FD Bm HQ, Nonridi NR3IPI* 
owe 62300 
Managed Fund 24UD ZM6J0 -27 jd .. 
Equhy Fund M288U 57I4JO -mas ... 
propeny Fd 77640 81X20 - 080 ... 
Fixed Im M 796*0 B*22» -0*1... 
Deproll Fund 4072» 43X40 - 050 .. 
UlU Fund 349.10 36750 - JJO ... 

WUy Tld 
BU Otter •»- ^ 

OLD MUTUAL 
2 Barrier Way, Hook. Hast! RG379XA 

Wide Yld 
Bid Oiler »i- 9. 

E4nl(y Fund ACT 
FXd Interefl act 
imenufluoalACT 
Managed act 
Pro petty act 
Money act 
Spec MU ACT 
Japan Equhy act 
N Amer act 
padflcACT 
EUUpren ACT 

PEARL ASSURANCE 
The Frerl Centre Iprek Wood. Peieibotoregh 
PE26FY. 01733470*70 
lay Prop Dio uuo isbjd • ojo ... 
prop ACC (Grros) 3B35D «BX70 *050 ... 
Inv Equhy 2140.40 22SXK) -3X50 ... 
inv Managed 1331.oo I4QXJ0 -ixw ... 
an Managed I5MJ0 IM670 -21.90 ... 

PRUDENTIAL 

53X00 557 JO * I JO ... 

PRUDENTIAL INDIVIDUAL UFE FDS 
I Strobes Street Undo* WIPZAP 
8171548323 
Managed Food iin.K 04980 -ix<0 ... 
Equity Fund 8781.90 242880 -38.10 ... 
InqFund «2J» 88640 -640 ... 
Bred Interest 72X90 76X10 * 0JO ... 
Property Fund 5Stas 588J0 *080 ... 
cash Fund 41X00 44020 *080 ... 
PadrvBasin 258JO 271.70 - 850 ... 
N American R1 51650 59X70 *080 ... 
Euro Fund 53450 56X70 -621 ... 
Balanced Fund 23X80 24680 - X70 ... 
Strategic Fund 26750 28180 - Z70 ... 

ROYAL HERITAGE UFE ASSURANCE 
Notanol Ifwium park, teaerberaagb 
PE26GC. M733J90000 
Muh Grow (9517 11*960 . 
•do-ACT 60X40 63X20 . 
Op prop s7loo trxsas . 
Op Equity 165X03 1740270 -1380 ... 
OpHigbYWd 78120 82X70 - 0.40 ... 
Op Managed 1195.90 125X80 - 750 ... 
Op Deport 449.70 473.40 >080... 
japwiSmir 11X60 121.70 . 
Managed Orb 40480 42X70 . 
British 6QS2JO 63650 . 
OWbaluond I222» 12X40 . 
Gold Share 6280 65J0 . 
Japan 249 90 AU8 ... ... 
UKSmJrCW 7I7J0 755.10 . 
Mrrgd Growth 677.90 71300 . 

ROYAL LIFE INSURANCE 
New Hal Pteee. Lncrpool LW3HS 
OBI 2393000 
MyaJ Ufe Unb Linked 
Managed FXnd S7780 M17.7D -X6Q ... 

SAVE * PROSPER ■M2 Weacnt Read. RorofimL Ena 
RMI 3GB. 09708766966 
Bfll ln» Fund MUO 11580 - CL5D 155 
Deposit Fund £) 4»AO 46X7Q , OJO 7.18 
GUI Fund 68X70 724.40 * I JO 780 
GlobalEqu&yFd 30LM SteJO - 1.90 ... 
Property Fund (*U IteJD 14780 - 040 656 

SCOTTISH AMICABLE 
150 Si Vraccre Street Gfre^pw 
0)41 2482323 
EqtiQy 988.40 
rued Inleten 4BX70 
Inda-Unknd ’44 JD 
Inarnatlonal 56580 
Properly 359JD 
Cash 2rt.« 
xunaged 667JD 
CapGfeed Bd 20580 
95% Safeguard 11583 
ion safeguard 105.40 
reeatih Pies cap 121 JO 
worth Pres Jnc Itjnno 
BnntiiBonil | II4JX) 

985.4b 10112)0 
4BX70 49550 
244 JD 257.10 
565JD 595 to 
339JO I78J0 
263.90 2H.7D 
667JO 7U25D 
20680 21 IMS 
11583 

SCOTTISH EOUTTABLE 
a a Andrew Mptare. Edinburgh EH21YF 
OLRSbWH 
Cash 20U] 21982 * OJ2 ... 
Irtda-Uutad 209J0 220X . ... 
Fixed Intern 240.00 2X370 *OIO ... 
Mttcd JXX90 4000 -II2D ... 
UlCEouDy »80 409.10 -1X80 ... 
Itnemulnnal 35B2B J772B - 7nO ... 
AJItOtan 936.70 537 JO - 17D .. 
Japan ixx«o IN40 -4m ... 
European 47980 S04MS - 9JD ... 
Fadllc 277.10 J4I.M - 9J2 ... 
Trcftnuco0 6CAJ0 tel JO * 220 . 
PrgnBdrcnry 24680 294X - I JO 

SCOTIWH UFE INVESTMENTS 
n a Andrews Sqwre. Edfafautffe EHlRe 
001222211 
Fftpciry 271 jo ratio • o.« .. 
UK Equlry 634J00 00780 -ll ID .. 
American 437.90 461.10 -AIO ... 
Pkdflr 27680 811JD - K 50 ... 
European Twad &mjo - Xte .. 
Global Mgd 38610 40660 - 55a . 
Fixed In feted HXCO 132JD *060 ... 

Index Linked 2S3JD »670 - art 
Deport 224.70 236.70 » OJO 
Mxtuged 426.40 459.40 - X7D 
Worldwide 14X60 15080 - X20 
pen worldwide 155,00 16380 - x» 

ASSURANCE 
bagow G25HN 

SCOTTISH MUTUAL , 
109 a Vincent Street. Gl 
OHI2406321 
Hex Fund PS 266350 
Safety Rind 31180 
Growth Fund .45380 
Opportunity Fd 36180 
cash Fund 19480 
European Fund 6ZXS0 
GOB* ted HD 274.90 
Indea-Unked Fd 231.10 
Iruemadonal Fd 36680 
Noon American 44480 
Property Pand Ite.lO 
UK Equhy 92X30 
UK Smaller 35460 

SCOTTISH PROVIDENT 
6 Si Andrews Square. 
0(9556901 
Mired 407.70 429JO - 
Equity 41180 50720 - 
ifUanadunai 39980 mao - 
Property ZHSO 2*9.10 * 
HaerilnceRSL 33140 34900 < 
index Linked 23X90 24XJ0 - 
Cart XIIJO 22X00 1 
Furmerty ProUITc 
Bal Gwih Mngd LW80 121680 ■ r*yft FffncJ jM/n ju/jd 
property Pund 355.70 324.90 - 
Equity Hind 121480 124080 - 
rad [Merest Fund 647.10 Ml.9o ■ 
imemadanal soajo HI JO ■ 
High Income 1229*0 UOUO - 
F«r East 449.70 47X50 - 
Nona American 9e&si K008Q - 
Special sin 109603 116600 < 
TCcTmcfagy 1199 JO 129680 t 
ESralmomeM 66090 70X10 - 
cut Rind 56400 60010 • 
European 2&IJ0 27X00 - 
Atfeertraroux ug 29090 306M - 
SeotreMgd 11070 22X10 - 
Equity Inc Dlst 17260 111.90 - 
Managed Dlsl 14380 I5I.IO - 
Headmon invenmem Bonds 
UK Equity Fd SI*80 S47.70 - 
North America 60780 64680 - 
Far Em Fund 43X10 466.10 - 
CKthol XUnaeaJ 66720 70980 - 
Deport Fund ansso znjo 
Prime Refidentta! 14050 15780 
European Fund 4CX90 51480 • 
Fired I merest 63.90 eXOO - 

SCOTTISH WIDOWS 

£3,£\S EHW5BlJ 
InrPol 1 19X5.40 1596.40 ... U, 
IRK tel? 14368B I51ASD . 
in* tel 3 135X00 142380 
In*cart 36X70 18180 ... 
Mired tend 67380 70*80 - 680 ... 
Equity Fund 9iijo 999.70 -lijo ... 
Properly Fund jiwc 33X80 • 0.40 . 
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Let property occupy 
a place in your plans 
Gone are the days when 

buying residential 
properly to ler was 

considered such a high risk 
that interest rates on loans 
were far higher than the own¬ 
er-occupier variety'. More 
people can now afford this tvpc 
of investment and the number 
of specialised buy-to-lei 
schemes has mushroomed in 
an attempt to tap into this 
market. Two new schemes 
have been launched by Wool¬ 
wich Direct, one fixed far three 
years at 7.49 per cent and the 
other for five years at 7.99 per 
cent. 

The first A-Z guide of buying 
to lei residential property, 
Property investor, will be pub¬ 
lished next month by Cam¬ 
bridge Titles, covering every¬ 
thing from how to choose the 
right location to adding value 
and maximising rental income. 

Malcolm Walton, author 
and chairman of Senate Inter¬ 
national. the buy-to-Iet consul- 
lamy. expects property prices 
to rise steadily in the foresee¬ 
able /urure. He says: "The 
boom-bust syndrome of the 
Eighties is over and we are in a 
low-inflation environment. 
This will encourage steady 
increases, though not spectacu¬ 
lar. in property prices, at or 
above the rate of inflation, ff 
you add that to rental income it 
could make a sound 
investment" 

Yolande Davies, director or 
research at FPD Savili. the 
properry consultancy, believes 
that an individual's portfolio 
should contain stock market 
and property holdings. She 
says: “It's ail about portfolio 
diversification. Property invest¬ 
ment behaves in a different 
way to stock markets, and 
investing in both can diversify 
your risk.” 

The rental market has recov¬ 
ered substantially over the past 
couple of years with people 
starting to invest in buy-to4et 
residential property once 
again. This is the result of the 
recovery of property prices 
combined with the changes to 

Buying homes to rent out has never 

been easier, says Karen Woolfson 

housing legislation introduced 
in 1988. making it easier to re¬ 
move unwanted tenants and al¬ 
lowing landlords io ask for 
market rents. At the same rime, 
the number of people who want 
to rent properties has 
increased. 

Figures from the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation index of 
private rents and yields shows 
that Britain is average net yield, 
which is minus the managing 
and maintenance, on a proper¬ 
ty was 55 per cent and the 
gross yield 8.6 per cent in the 
third quarter of 1997. It is 
crucial to look at net yields 
rather than be seduced by 
gross yields in order to create a 
realistic view of what type of 
return you can expect from a 
buy-io-lei investment. 

Of course, the location is also 
vital. The highest net yield of 
6.9 per cent in the third quarter 
of last year was in the North 
West: the West Midlands was 
not far behind with 62 per cent 
and Greater London came nexr 
with 5.9 per cent The lowest 
was in Scotland at 42 per cent 
followed by Wales at 5.1 per 
cent However, yields can also 
vary .dramatically within a 
region so it pays to do plenty of 
research or use the services of a 
buy-to-let consultant 

The Association of Residen¬ 
tial Letting Agents (Aria) is a 
useful first port of call and has 
more than a thousand member 
offices. Aria was the first org¬ 
anisation to launch a buy-to-let 
scheme in 1996 and has intro¬ 
duced a number of others since 
then, including one with Hali¬ 
fax Mortgage Services and I 
another with Woolwich DirecL \ 

Andrew Reeves, a national 
council member for Aria who 
runs a letting agency in Kent 
says one of the best deals being 
offered at present is a fixed rate 
of 6.99 per cent for three years 
from Paragon Mortgages: 

Law Society moves 
to simplify system Buying a house could 

become quicker and 
less traumatic if pro¬ 

posals toJbreaJc property iwjt. 
mg chains and reduce the risk 
of gazumping are accepted. 

The Law Society this week 
announced radical plans in¬ 
cluding the formation of 
"stockholding companies" 
which would buy properties to 
prevent long chains from 
forming or enable sellers to 
move if a chain breaks down. 

The proposals, being sub¬ 
mitted to the Government 
Homebuying Review Group, 
also call for a' more flexible 
system of mortgage lending so 
sellers could move before their 
property is sold. The cost of 
having two mortgages simul¬ 

taneously would be spread 
over a number of years. 

Other plans include mea¬ 
sures..to.Jackie the risk of 
gazumping by ensuring that a 
seller has done the paperwork 
before a house is put on the 
market The sellers package 
would include a draft contract, 
a local authority search and 
basic information about the 
property so that the buyer can 
exchange contracts as soon as 
a sale is agreed. 

The Law Society also wants 
mortgage lenders to standard¬ 
ise and streamline instructions 
to solicitors and it has pro¬ 
duced a standard model for use 
in conveyancing transactions. 

Susan Emmett 

Life Insurance? 

[Pay Less 
back get money 

ale & Female Non-Smokers age 35 next birthday 

vel Term Assurance of £100,000for 20yean 

mthty Premiums at normal rates 

ottish Widows £21.00 Guardian Life £25.00 

gal & General £22.80 Norwich Union £25.80 
mdardLife £22.91 General Accident £2830 

al&Sun £23.99 Commercial Union £36.00 
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o find out how much you could save 

all FREE on 0500 813913 
No sales pressure www.poBeyrf^oi^co-ok 

fc do not give financial advice so if you needMpdecidmg 
n the right policy for you, ask for one of our FREE Guides. 

POLO CHOICE DIRECT 
S|? The financial people who let you choose 

Malcolm Walion claims that 
"everything’s negotiable" and 
brokers can sometimes ar¬ 
range special deals with lend¬ 
ers. He says Abhcy National is 
offering the lowest rale at 4.99 
per cent fixed for two years, 
while the Royal Bank of Scot¬ 
land is offering 7.75 per cent 
fixed over five years and a 
variable rate of 8.45 per cenL 

Apart from organising the 
finance, a buy-to-Iet consultant 
can advise on part or the whole 
process including: a suitable 
type of property within your 
income range; the location; 
likely rental income: how to 
refurbish the dwelling; letting, 
managing and maintaining the 
property. As part of the service, 
some consultants will lock you 
into an agreement that allows 
them to let and manage the 
property. 

Before taking the plunge, 
consider the potential draw¬ 
backs, If you opt for a variable 
rate mortgage be prepared for 
the worst, which is a possible 

increase despite the general 
view that this is unlikely. Rem¬ 
ember that property prices can 
go down as well as up and that 
it is best to invest for the long 
term: do not scrimp on refurb¬ 
ishment because the more att¬ 
ractive a property is the less 
risk there wiff be of vacant 
periods between tenancies. 

Bear in mind that the best 
rental locations are generally in 
London or in university cities 
such as Cambridge, Oxford, 
Edinburgh and Bristol, where 
many young people have not 
yet jumped on to the housing 
ladder. But beware houses with 
large gardens as they could 
cause maintenance problems. 

Buying a property io let 
could turn out to be a profitable 
move, allowing you to pay off 
your mortgage with the rental 
income, benefit from any in¬ 
come left over plus gain from 
the appreciation in the property 
value. However, it could also 
be a nightmare If you choose 
the wrong location, property 
prices slump, you find it diffi¬ 
cult to let or attract tenants that 
trash the place. 
■ Copies of Private Investor 
from Cambridge Titles, tele¬ 
phone 01223847 799. 
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The number of specialist buy-to-Iet schemes has mushroomed 
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SUNALLIANCE 

Don’t miss this opportunity 

to maximise your last ever PEP 

allowance. 

Talk ro Invest On-line, the 

direct investment centre of Royal 

8c SunAlliance. • : ’ 

Our UK Tracker •" .{ , 

PEP offers the 

best value in the All-Share Tracker 

PEP market for a minimum lump 

sum investment of £6,000. 

The annual management fee 
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initial or exit charges (bid/ offer 

spread 0.8%). 
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smaller lump sum 

or make a regular monthly saving, 

talk to us about our other low 

cost PEPs. 

Call free now, visit our website 

at wwwmvest-onJuie.co.uk 

or complete the coupon below 

for full details. 

TALK TO US ABOUT PEPS FREE ON 

0500100333 
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r Invest On-line, FREEPOST 3479, 
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Expanding home and away: “If we Brits buy such diverse products as knickers, smoked salmon and unit trusts from M&S. why won't consumers horn other nations?” 

Share in M&S success story 
IN THE first of our new share- 
picking series, Stella Shamoon, 
private investor, focuses on Brit¬ 
ain's best-known stores group. 

Talk about when to buy and 
when to sell shares misses the 
point: It is not when to buy (or 

sell) but what to buy (and hold 
through thick and thin) that wilJ earn 
you breathtaking profits. 

Do not buy cheap and sell expen¬ 
sive. because cheap shares are not 
necessarily good value because they 
reflect higher risk. 

We cannot avoid a general decline 
in stock markets — especially now 
when die price tags of businesses 
quoted on markets in the West are 
stretched and earnings growth this 
year will be weak. 

Few people accurately predict the 
market's short-term behaviour, and 
even if we are lucky and get out at the 
right time, we are unlikely to get in 
again at die right time. 

Conditions remain favourable for 
shares over the long term — not least 
because Western, economies are 
sound and savers are seeking to fund 
their retirements. So forget market 
timing. We are going to concentrate 
on what to buy. and why. 

We will buy shares in companies 
that are the elite of world-class 
businesses. They will have unique or 
strong franchises, high profit mar¬ 
gins, low-cost bases and tight finan¬ 
cial controls. 

The sort of companies we are after 
have a deep culture and commitment 
to their people, products and policies. 
Invariably they are led by a small 
executive team which shares a strate- 

SHARE OB THE MONTH 

STELLA SHAMOON 

gic vision and has the guts to sacrifice 
profits now for greater profits later. 

Marks & Spencer checks out cm 
most of tiie above criteria. Yet its 
shares have underperformed the 
FTSE100 and fallen some 15 per cent 
since November from their 52-week 
peak of 683p. At Thursday's dosing 
price of 575p. the shares yield 2.9 per 
cent and stand at a price earnings 
(p/e) ratio of 21. 

What has reduced the blessed St 
Michael to this? The nation’s most 
profitable retailer is spending £2.1 
billion over three years to expand its 
selling space by 4 million sq ft to IS 
million. Another £400 million is 
earmarked for stores overseas. 
MAS’S track record abroad has been 
patchy, notably in the US, where the 
ill-fated $1 trillion (£598 million) 
investment in Brooks Brothers and 
Kings Supermarkets in 1988 is still 
not making acceptable profits. 

But that is being churlish, because 
M&S scores many more goals than it 
concedes. Look at its sales of nearly 
£700 per sq ft on average (and £1,000- 
plus per sq ft in its 100,000 to 150.000 
sq ft superstores). Look at its £1.102 
billion pre-tax profit in I99fr97, a 14 
per ant return on sales. Study this 
explosion of new space is to be 
celebrated as investment now for far 
greater profits later? 

But performance-related fund 

managers are not fixed on future 
gains but only an the pressure on 
M&S* earnings in the year to March 
31. and which will continue in the 
current year as the investment has an 
impact on the business. To a com¬ 
pany with the strength of M&S. these 
are but small clouds that win break 
in about 18 months and reveal 
sterling silver finings. 

On May 19 M&S will unveil its 
1997-98 results. These are expected to 
be marginally ahead at £L12 billion. 
If results and prospects for the 
current year disappoint, the shares 
will falL The price does not reflect the 

value of Its mega world brand. But 
M&S’s future as a global retailer is 
inevitable because it will directly 
benefit from die growth of people's 
aspirations and affluence throughout 
the world. 

Meanwhile, the darkest cloud is 
the currency loss caused by the 
strength of sterling, price deflation in 
Europe and ma least the collapse of 
sales in the Far East The currency 
loss was more than £20 million in 
1997-98- And the pain will go on for a 
bit longer. But the silver lining to 
sterling’s strength is that M&S can 
buy property abroad at a discount, 
notably in France. Germany. Hong 
Kong and even Japan, 

Another bladt cloud hangs over the 
retail sector uncertainty about 
whether UK interest rates have 
peaked at 725 per cent and are set to 
foil or if they rise and lead to an 
export-led recession. If so. the timing 
of Marks & Spencer's expansion is 

impeccable: invest during a down¬ 
turn and be ready to profit when 
growth resumes. 

in the UK. the good news is that 
conversion of the 19 Littlewoods 
stores acquired for £192 million will 
add 500000 sq ft to 600.000 sq ft, 
giving 1.1 million sq ft of new prime 
space in the current year. However, 
these new stores are unlikely to 
contribute much into profit until 
1999-2000. Nor will the recently 
launched clothing catalogue be prof¬ 
itable for a year or so. 

Replacement of tills in the current 
year wfll cost at least £100 million, 
with extra costs for staff training. 

Retail analysts and fund managers 
may be neutral about M&S shares, 
while the far-less-profitable Kingfish¬ 
er strikes them as an exciting growth 
stock. But some 14 million shoppers 
— four million with cash cards — go 
through M&S’s 373 stores each week. 
They are not neutral. 

They want more stores, more new 
products and services in fashion, 
homeware and fresh foods. The City 
believes that the pre-chi lied formula 
has gone stale. But M&S’s next 
innovation is to be fresh foods sold in 
the traditional style, like the Harrods 
food halL 

I for one am buying into the future 
prospect of Marks & Spencer — 
global brand. If we Brits buy such 
diverse products and services as 
knickers, smoked salmon and unit 
trusts from M&S, why won’t consum¬ 
ers from other nations also respond? 

Readers who buy shares recommend¬ 
ed in this column do so at their own 
risk. Investors are warned that share 
prices can go down as well as up. 
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slow. 
Many consign their savings to the low returns of 

a deposit account, wary of stockmarket ups 

and downs. 

But whilst success rarely comes overnight 

in the long run stocks and shares have 

outperformed other types of saving and 

investment. 

Investing in them through investment trusts 

adds flexibility and dilutes risk by spreading 

money across stocks, markets and sectors; 

an idea we invented some 130 years ago. 

Today, our Private Investor Plan savings 

scheme opens the door to one of the best 

performance records in the industry. Invest from just 

£25 a month or lump sums from £250. Call today. 

Phone 0181 880 8120 or Fax 0181 211 8777 
any time quoting the coupon code, or return 

the coupon. 

Foreign Col on i a 

Tor Foreign A Colonial Management Ltd. PO Bo* 11020, 

London N4 1IIA. Plea** send me information on: 

PLEASE PRINT D Private Investor Pl»i DPEP 

Surname_ Title Initial 

Address 

Postcode JUL Code P046A 

11* wite of shares and the tooome from them ni tall and as rise and you may not get bade die 1Ui annum inmed 
tet performance k no guide to the future. AH Agues sowed Nfcropafc 31.T27M1.123?. Gwestment oust Agues best 
rrtdflia*Bt prices, net Income rwwescd, ind. Hsnicd 35* national expenses. Wdual Nan dwges: 02% comnwion 
and 05% GrwL Samp Duty). 8uft£ng Society figua baas: highest net me awflabto (UK Savings QSwOQGt- Amount) total 
netua net kune refonatal. Unit HvH figures bash: trffa to net incurne lekwood Ind. Marital 65* notional 
expenses. PB>tax benefits may nay as a result of scatuwychjfMes. Foreign a Cofcnial KbnagMtont Limited (regulated 
ty MtO and ihe Personal fawtstanert Autiwnty} or m jubstfaries are the Managers t* ** ■weanm* vies. 

*lte applicable forikpratu irf £5».Uni nr nhmr 
(net 6.4% p.a.) 

One year fixed rate 
1 Guaranteed fixed Interest for 

12 mouths 

1 Tiered interest rates — tbc more 

you save, (be more you earn 

Save any amount between 

A2.50DiS100.000 

Annual { 

line* Net 

•L2.SIRI sm,-; 

i ii'.nxi 75% 6.0% 

j 150.1 K»r Mfj»„ 6.1% 

Lega^^ 
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trust us to deliver 
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Magnus Grimond on the FTSE 250, home to Kwik-Eit and Argos. 
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Among mosi investors, 
the love affair with the 
FTSE 100 shows no 

signs of cooling. For some, 
however, the focus is shifting 
from the big names- of the 
kingpin index to smaller 
stocks, the members of the 
FTSE 250 index, the “Footsie" 
waiting room. 

Cher the three months to 
April, the proportion of profes¬ 
sional investors expecting good 
things from second-liners has 
jumped from 15 per oera to 46 
per cent, according to the 
regular survey of investment 
institutions by Merrill Lynch, 
the broker, and Gallup, the 
market research group. 

So what are these com¬ 
panies thar the City is begin¬ 
ning to find attractive? 
Household names are thinner 
on the ground than in the 
FTSE 100, but. there are still 
plenty in the 250 index. Argos. 
Avis Europe. Debenhams. 
Hanson, Kwik-Fit. and Pizza 
Express all find homes there. 

Constituents range in size 
from the £300 million Carpet- 
right. Lord Harris of Peck- 
ham's carpet store group, to 
Misys. the banking software 
company now valued at more 
than £3.1 billion after seeing its 
shares nearly triple in 12 
months. Yet despite the pres¬ 
ence of 22 companies worth 
more than £2 billion, the ^0 is 
not highly valued. Accounting 
for about 17 per cent of die 
market, it is dwarfed by the 
Footsie’s 77 per cent slice. 

Thai proportion could grow 
if the City now starts to buy the 
shares. Opinion, however, re¬ 
mains divided. Ir has certainly 
not been wrong to shun mid¬ 
caps over the past few years. 

Figures from Datastream/ 
iCV show thar the 250 index 
lagged or only just kepi up 
with the rest of the stock 
market in 1995 and 1996. The 
gap began to yawn last year, 
with the junior index under¬ 
performing by nearly 11 per 
oenL The divergence was 
mostly down to investors’ pe¬ 
culiar love affair with a hand¬ 
ful of big FTSE 100 companies 
such as BP. Glaxo Wellcome 
and Lloyds TSB. 

Amounting to over half the 
premier index, the pharma¬ 
ceutical. financial and oil sec¬ 
tors so much in vogue last year 
form a relatively small 19 per 
cent part of the 250. Add in 
foreign investors’penchant for 
the big, internationally traded 
stocks found in the Footsie, 
and it is not hard to explain the 
difference in performance. 

That all seemed to change in 
January when the failure of the 
mega-merger of Glaxo Well¬ 
come and SmithKJine Beecham 
soured investors’ view of 

larmaceuticai stocks. Buoyed 
iy hopes that US money was 

now pouring into mid-caps, in- 

Investors 
size up the 
second-line 

shares 

Lord Harris of Pedcbam’s Carpetright is in the FTSE 250 

e 

stitutions began to seek out 
value lower down the scale. 

However, their interest has 
yet to show up in valuations. 
Despite rising by around 15 per 
cent this year, the mid-250 
index is still trailing the market 
by more than li per centage 
points in 1998. That is throwing 
up sane good value, according 
to Philip Wolstencroft of Mer¬ 
rill Lynch. “We are positive on 
250 stocks compared with the 
100 index," he said. “They are 
obviously on better valuations, 
being roughly 20 per cent 
cheaper on p/e grounds than 
Footsie stocks. Yet they have 
similar growth potential and 
there have been fewer {profits} 
downgrades." 

Julian Cook, of AJB Govett. 
one of theJew groups to run 'a- 
250 index tracker fund, said 

that the view that mid-cap 
stocks have not been delive¬ 
ring the rises in earnings 
available elsewhere has been 
proved wrong. In fact, looking 
rate year out earnings fore¬ 
casts put 250 growth at 8 per 
cent, two points ahead of the 
Footsie. Yet the typical 250 
stock is at 17 times future earn¬ 
ings, against 20 for the aver¬ 
age Fbotsie company. 

“In the last couple of years, 
mid-cap companies have had 
better growth rates." Mr Cook 
said. “The discount has nar¬ 
rowed a bit recently, but. 
although the performance of 
the 250 has been better — it 
had a good January to March 
— it has oily been making up 
for a poor poiod prior to mat" 

Even" sb.“tf5t discount may / 

frey, of Charterhouse Tilney 
Securities, believes. He said: 
There probably still is value 
[among the 250]. Whether you 

. are going to get anyone to ex¬ 
ploit it there in the near term, 1 
sort of doubt You are going to 

.get profit disappointments in 
• the short term, which will hit 
the 250 disproportionately." 

The problem is the UK 
economy. Around 50 per cent 
of mid-cap earnings come 
from their home patch, 
against 40 per cent for Fbotsie 
companies. Mr Jeffrey says 
that this domestic orientation 
means that the 250 is caught in 
a "Catch 22". Either UK 
growth is now slowing of its 
own accord, which will hit 
earnings, or it is not slowing 
enough, which means that in¬ 
terest rates will have to rise 
and share ratings will be cut. 
Both are bad news for UK 
earners. 

More damning criticism 
comes from Dresoner Klein 
wort Benson, the investment 
bank. Some 28 per cent of the 
mid-cap index foils in general 
industrial sectors, such as en 
gineering and chemicals, com¬ 
pared with just 7 per cent of 
the Fbotsie.. DKB says that 
these are the sectors most 
directly hurt by the strong 
pound, which is making ex¬ 
ports more expensive and 
imports cheaper, thus intensi¬ 
fying domestic competition. 

However, although the 
rest of the market 
thinks the pain will 

be eased when (he pound foils 
later this year. Philip lsher- 
wood, of DKB, thinks his 
colleagues are in for a shock. 
As Britian moves doser to 
EMU ire say. 2002. the pound 
is likely to remain high, he 
predicts. That is because the 
UK. on his analysis, is likely to 
enter EMU at an exchange 
rate of around DM2.95. not 
die D^1Z65 widely expected 
elsewl 

experience would sug¬ 
gest that, at this late stage m 
the economic cyde, smaller 
companies should be enjoying 
stronger growth than their 
larger brethren. However, 
that/has all been changed by 
die increased importance of 
international flows of money, 
combined with low inflation 
expectations. Efficiency has 
be^orpe die object of investors’ 
quests,' and restructuring, 
demergers and consolidation 
have become fashionable 
ways to create it 

.. Big companies still have die 
edge there, as shown by the 
huge merger of Citicorp and 
Travelers in the US. So 250 
mdex trackers may continue to 
underperform, but. as every¬ 
one agrees, careful stock selec¬ 
tion will still find individual 
winners in any index. 

If you have regular bills to pay and a family to support 

it's understandable if you've put the issue of life insurance 

to the back of your mind. After all. cover can be costly, 

and you need money to hand. 

But what *f someone were able to offer you the level 

and quality of insurance that really makes a difference, 

for a daily cost that can be less than the price of a 

Sunday newspaper? 

Then you'd have peace of mind you could afford 

right away. 

With Term Assurance from General Accident, you can 

do just that Because, for a fi-ed payment of only lit 6.60 

a month (the equivalent of just 55p a day1) a General 

Accident Term Assurance Policy can provide you with 

£200.000 worth 

of insurance for 

ten years. Which 

means you can get bn with your life knowing that, if the 

worst were to happen, the people you care for could get 

on with theirs. 

So don't delay any fonger. Give your loved ones 
i 

peace of mind by calling General Accident now, or by 

completing the attached coupon. We'll work out a 

personal illustration just for you AND send you a stylish 

Parker pen with cjur compliments and without obligation. 

If you become a policyholder you win be entitled to 

choose a further free gift - a Black and Decker Cordless 

Screwdriver, a 5iarp Personal Data Bank or a Casio 

Travel Dock P^sdro. 
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CALL FREE LINES OPEN 2-1 HOURS 

General Accident 
' Stnv'te: Term Assurance. Genlr.1 Accident. FREEPOST NEA 2079/1. Worksop $80 IBR 
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This is the last year in which you can start a PER 

Last year's experience indicates that you could be 

much better off investing sooner rather titan later. If 

you'd invested £6,000 in the average UK Growth unit 

trust on 7th April 1997, your investment at the end of 

the tax year would have been worth £7,578*. Of course, 

you need to know that you're investing in a PEP which 

has excellent potential for growth. 

The SocGen UK Growth PEP is managed by a team 

of some of the City's most successful UK equity 

specialists including Nicola Horlick and Peter Seabrook. 

Their aim is to deliver index-beating performance for 

investors whether the stockmarket is rising or falling. 

Investors have the 

security of knowing 

,t that SocGen Asset 

Management is 

backed by Society 

Gendrale, a leading 

international bank 

Ik SocGm AM UMWMIMM. 5CA9BW RECTOSt HngAOfrUpaB-lfcaiiia* TO SBfL 
***~rti unr* —i ■ rnpy n* ymir lunrtnm ralrtin in Hu -nrTTii I Ilf fliirLMiTran 
Jnd PEP. 

□ Dim ProMcdMi >ct tSM. IMn* you idvlM ui idkaralMi hy deUrg tha bn, vour 
m wl ba w&M » ■ miBag lk« abkii may Da uwd w> mad yna Mab of w 
edw praduUa tod lanitcaa. 

with assets of more than £238bn. 

You can invest in the SocGen UK Growth PEP from 

just £50 per month or with a lump sum of £1,000 to 

£6,000. As an extra incentive to invest early, we're 

offering a 2% bonus on ell applications for lump sum 

PEP investments received by May 15. 

For more information on the SocGen UK 

Growth Unit Trust and PEP, talk to your financial 

adviser, return the coupon or call us free on the 

number below quoting reference Til8/04. 

0800 88 77 75 
>;v* '•••"' 

ASSET MANAGEMENT 

The shape of things to come 
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Since PEPs began on 1st January 1987 

the Guinness Flight UK Equity Income 

Portfolio Trust has returned 621% to 

investors, or an annualised 19.21 %. Over this 

tong period it is the best performing Trust in 

the UK Equity Income Sector*. 

With the Budget having announced that 

PEPs will continue to offer .tax free returns in 

the future, now is the time to make use of 

your PEP allowances. The UK Equity Income 

Portfolio Trust is available as a PEP within 

the Guinness Flight Selector PEP with its 

further 11 attractive options. 

Call now to receive details of a PEP 

with a great past andv we believe, a very 

promising future. 

Cum-, ess rlicht L'K Equity income Pertloho Trust Perform mc-3* 

1 year 5 years Since PEPs began (1.1.87) 
* 

ll _ Return Decile Return Decile Return Rank 

1! 
W. 

34.82% 1 St | 149.32% 1st 621.59% 1st 

-M 

Low 2% initial charge, no exit fee, no switch charge 

GUINNESS FLIGHT 

INTELLIGENT INVESTMENT 

or limply compfcria tf» 
riMaBi of tha Quimmaa 

"Source Standard & Poor's Merepal, dates to 01JMJW, offer to bid. Income rcbiwstacL Bartdngs In UK Equity tnoome Sector. Past 
p«rfaRnanoe fac not rwcaiswiy a (piefe tpflw (utunfcTTie value of tftta Investment and me Income from UrayfalasweDasrieeanriianot 
guaranteed. Also, deduction of charge* end expenses means you may not gel bock the amouit ysu invested. Tax benefits defaced 
■m those currently applicable and uriB wary from one investor to another and may change in ten future. Plane note ttial the Gownmant 
Mends to raptoe Pffs wWrTSW In April 1S99.MPEP* hold 3t 5 April 1999 wBconthuate be hold es PS’s ouWde tsi ISA. For your protection, 
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Graham Searjeant 
asks where the 
new issues went 

WEEKEND 

MONEY 
Gavin Lumsden says the Easter floods herald a truce in cost-cutting war 

Home insurance set to rise 
Shares in household in¬ 

surers fell this week as 
estimates of the cost of 
the damage caused by 

last weekend's floods in the 
Midlands and East Anglia 
reached £500 million. 

However, it is homeowners 
not shareholders who will 
ultimately pay the price of the 
Easter deluge- Insurers, who 
in recent years have been busy 
cutting each other’s throats in 
a savage price war. are widely 
expected to use the floods as 
cover for an unofficial 
ceasefire. As a result, premi¬ 
ums on most household insur¬ 
ance policies across the 
country are expected to rise by 
between 5 and 10 per cent in 
the next six months. 

Householders in flood- 
prone areas from the Humber 
to the Thames can expect 
steeper rises of another 10 per 
cent. Flood cover is now a 
standard part of household 
insurance; however, insurers 
are increasingly adapting pre¬ 
miums to reflect the risk of 
floods in certain areas, al¬ 
though so far floods are no¬ 
where near as significant a 
factor as either subsidence or 
the incidence of crime. 

General Accident, for exam¬ 
ple. divides its home contents 
policies into 17 ratings, rang¬ 
ing from very low to very high 
risk. Whereas flood risk will 
push a household up by one 
rating, the risk of subsidence 
can force a rise of three or four 
ratings. 

However, Arthur Philp. the 
home technical manager at 
General Accident, gave warn¬ 
ing that this could change in 
the future as global warming 
and land shifts raise sea levels 
along the eastern and south¬ 
ern coasts of England, increas¬ 
ing the possibility that sea 
defences will be breached. 

Mr Philp said; “Insurers are 
very sensitive to the problems 
and will avoid treating floods 
in the same way as they do 
subsidence. We would prefer 
to work with the Environment 
Agency and the Ministry of 
Agriculture. Fisheries and 
Food so they can give priority 
to areas where sea defences 
should be strengthened." 

Not ail the energies are 
being devoted to the coast The 
Environment Agency is con¬ 
structing a channel near Read¬ 
ing to prevent the Thames 
flooding after heavy rainfall. 
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Pension options 
for when you 
change jobs 
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Anne Ashworth 
on ostriches 
and pensions 
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Premium Bonds 
still top of the 

pops in the 90s 1 
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54 
A classic way 
to motoring 
savings 

No escape, but the Easter weekend flooding is being treated as a one-ofi. “due to a large amount of surface water after an exceptional downpour” 

Work along the Severn and 
Tay, which are susceptible to 
melting snow in winter, is 
being considered. 

Homeowners in the Mid¬ 
lands and East Anglia should 
not suffer higher insurance 
bills because of the Easter 
weekend floods. Much of the 
flooding was due to the large 
amounts of surface water left 
after the exceptional down¬ 
pour. It was a one-off that 
could happen anywhere, say 
insurers. 

Whatever the future, wide 
differences in the cost of 
insurance are expected to re¬ 
main. Buildings insurance, 
which homeowners have to 
buy to obtain a mortgage, 
currently varies between El-25 
and £6 per El.000 of cover- 
insuring the contents of your 

home is more expensive, rang¬ 
ing between £2 and £10 per 
£1.000 of cover. 

Although it is possible to 
buy the two types of cover 
separately it can be difficult to 
ensure that there are no loop¬ 
holes. As a result most people 
buy combined building and 
contents insurance policies. 
Although these do not save 
money, they give peace of 
mind. 

With such wide price dispar¬ 
ities it can pay to shop around. 
However. Richard Ault an 
insurance broker in 
Birmingham, says that the 
cheapest deal is not always the 
best "When you come to make 
a daim, the insurer with a 
cheap policy will probably not 
offer die level of service you 
might have expected, and 

might take a hard look at your 
claim." 

Service and daim handling 
has improved markedly in the 
past three years as insurers 
compete to be different and 
better than other companies. 
An increasing number use 
companies such as Hambros 
Legal Services or Europ Assist 
to co-ordinate their helplines 
and to send accredited con¬ 
tractors to repair damaged 
houses. Most still require poli¬ 
cyholders to pay for the re¬ 
pairs upfront and then daim 
the money. Norwich Union 
and Barclays, however, have 
gone one step further and pay 
all bills direct Not everyone 
has reached this level of effici¬ 
ency. however. With the latest 
crisis occurring at Bank Holi¬ 
day weekend many insurers* 

helplines were understaffed 
and policyholders were left 
speaking to answering 
machines. \ 

When choosing a policy, 
beware of underestimating the 
value of your household con-. 
tents, says Mr Ault “Some, 
insurers will assess the value-. 

tents for £30,000 when in fea 
the real value is £50,000. some 
insurers will say you are only 
60 per cent insured. So if you 
have had a loss of £5.000 they 
wifl pay you only £3,000." 

This practice of “averaging” 
is obviously comroversial- 
Many insurers now avoid it by 

62 
Share of 
the month 
- M&S 

of all your contents when you , offering homeowners limits 
make a claim, not just those ■ up to which they will insure. 
tilings that need replacing. If 
you have insured your con- 

1 Claims below this will be met 
infulL 
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Backing for battling captain 
Captain Allan Marshall, a dis¬ 

gruntled saver with Bradford & 
Bingley (B&B), has won the 

support of more than 50 fellow members 
to table a motion of no confidence 
against Chris Rodriguez, the building 
society’s chief executive. The 65-year-old 
retired captain is one of the society's 
many savers who feel that they are 
earning poor returns because their 
money has been locked into uncompeti¬ 
tive accounts while new members reap 
the benefits of the latest rate changes 
and savings structures. 

However, building society rules will 
not allow Captain Marshall to (able his 
motion at the society's forthcoming 
annual meeting in ten days’ time. 
Although he wifi be raising the issue of 
the treatment of longstanding savers in 
questions to the beard, he must wait 
until next year formally to table a 
motion against the top man. 

Weekend Money has highlighted the 
problems caused when building societ¬ 
ies and banks change rates and throw 
out obsolete accounts in an attempt to 
top the best-buy charts. Captain Mar¬ 
shall. who spoke of the B&B’s “shabby 
treatment", has been inundated with 
calls from other members. He was aten 
contacted by the chid executive. Mr 

Rodriguez. Many of those who wrote to 
die captain feel the B&B is not giving a 
good service because of its mutual 
status. 

Captain Marshall said: “I have had 
an overwhelming response but I think 
much of it has to do with the fact the 
society has not converted, in addition to 
not getting a payout people are not 
getting very good rates. So they are far 
more likely to complain. It would not be 
an exaggeration to describe the situation 
as volatile. The vast majority would 
prefer building societies to convert 

“The way forward may be to intro¬ 
duce some new blood on to the board." 

The B&B said: “You cant be best in all 
areas of operations. Yes, you will see 
some other people offering very high 
rates. We aim to offer good rates to 
everybody.” 

The B&B pays 6.55 per cent on its one- 
year bond. 6.8 per cent on its postal 
instant access for sums over £1,000. and 
6.95 per cent on its 30-day notice account 
for tiie same amount However, those 
with £1.000 deposited m the instant 
access account will earn only 435 per 
cent which includes a bonus for less 
than three withdrawals, 
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Far a limited period until May 29, we're reducing the minimum 

investment in our low-cost MoneyBuilder PEPs fromX3,000 to just 

LI .000. so you can buy a PE? now. 

This allows you to take foil advantage of any tax-free growth or 

income in the financial year ahead. And you can adi to your PEP 

throughout the year from £100 a time. ’ 

Choose MoneyBuilder Growth or MoneyBuilder Iridex for long¬ 

term capital growth, MoneyBuilder Phis for international rijutWRe-anof^ 

or MoneyBuilder Income for low-risk, tax-free returns. 

MoneyBuilder PEPs combine a terrific record of performance 

with a great reputation for value. 

There are no charges for buying, selling, or switching between 

funds in the range.* 

You can even phase your investment over six months to help 

smooth out market volatility. And your money's available any time- 

Add this to the stockpidan* good performance that got us voted 

Best Unit Trust Group 1997 by Micro pal, and you'll see why you . 

should phone, send she coupon „leAHawxmlloml1^ 

or speak to your IFA now. |MM)f| f/| M 

And Bud out about the PEPs UOtJU 41 41 wV? 

that are going gfeat guns. «*w*r.fld#lity.eo.»kf 

To: Fidelity Investments. PO Box 88, Tonbridge, Kent TNIl 9DZ. 
0800 41 4113. Please send roe inlormaoon on Fidelity's MoneyBolkkrRsngtte 
Wc will not disclose any information outside the Fidelity MswfatfingQfflPjB 

Fidelity Investments” 

Susan Emmett Captain Marshall: savers’ crusade 

WHERE 12 MILLION INVESTORS PUT THEIR TRUST?* 
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Marmite sandwiches, a soothing Jacuzzi 
and Portillo’s lost car; Michael Gove 

rakes up the real stories of election night 
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A hug of congratulations for Tony Blair from his wife Gherie When nemesis called on Oscar Wilde he was drink¬ 
ing hock and seltzer in the Cadogan Hotel. When 
it called on John Major he was at heme in Hunt¬ 
ingdon sipping tea with Norma in his’n’her towel¬ 
ling dressing-gowns. Nemesis knocked an many 

doors on the night of May 1 and the victor’s laurels descended on 
to scores of unexpected brows. As we approach the first 
anniversary of Labour’s landslide victory the scenes from that 
night will be replayed on television. How our politicians treated 
those two imposters, triumph and disaster, is as good a guide to 
their worth as any number of green papers and stump speeches. 

The abiding impression from the men who matter is of 
ordinariness at an extraordinary moment, calmness amid 

m turmoil. When election day dawned Tony Blair was confident of 
T victory. He had become convinced after witnessing the Tories 

disintegrate on Europe, telling his press secretary Alastair 
Campbell, “they can’t come back after this". But long experience of 
disappointed hopes had inoculated him against arrogance. He 
told friends up until polling day that he thought a majority of 
“around forty" was on the cards. 

On the afternoon of May 1. news reached Blair'S chief of staff 
Jonathan Powell that Labour was on course for a majority nearer 
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In search of spiritual enlightenment, David Bowker spends a week as a student of the New Age and finds the centre of his Universe is at Selfndges 

Last Monday, an oblong package 
from Selfridges landed on my 
doormat. Called “The Selfridges 

Box of Simple Pleasures", it contained 
one hundred cards, each bearing a 
different piece of advice such as “have a 
good ay" or “stroke an animal" 

The cards arrived with a note that 
read: “Regard this box as the escape 
route to Planet You: simply open it and 
reflea relax and smileyour way through 
the next few minutes.” Unless, of course, 
you’re having a good cry. 

I've visited Planet Me before. The 
planet’s surface is covered in craters and 
there’s no sign of intelligent life. No 
sooner had this cynical thought entered 
my head than a card fell out of the pack. 
It said: "Put cynicism on hold." Im¬ 
pressed. I decided to take this statement 
at face value. For seven days, I became a 
student of the New Age. On Tuesday 
morning, I picked a card that urged me 
to “Discover a new taste". Later, my son, 
aged two. approached me. his hands 
apparently covered in chocolate. He 
offered me a finger. I licked it It wasn't 

It’s a groovy kind of self-love 
T'H&TPASTH? 
% wp*iT£ 

LITTLE 

FofiSEWePZf 

chocolate. But it was definitely a new 
taste. Some people think that the centre 
of the Universe is in Tibet Others believe 
it's in Glastonbury. 

But after a morning spent on Planet 
Me. I realised that the Universe begins 
and ends at Selfridges. I set off on a 
pilgrimage to my shopping Mecca, 
taking my Box of Simple Pleasures with 
me. En route, I began to get suspicious. 
The cards in my pleasure box weren’t as 
spiritual as I’d thought On the back of a 
card containing the word “Smile" I read: 
“Say Cheese. There are over 200 cheeses 
in the Selfridges’ Food Hall." The card 
entitled me to 20 per cent off the cheeses. 

Keeping my cynicism on hold, I went 
to Selfridges' Food Hall and got 20 per 
cent off a pound of roquefort In the book 
department I bought a New Age self-help 
guide called Creative Visualisation by 

SEVEN LONG DAYS 

Shakti Gawain, which con¬ 
tained the reassuring no¬ 
tion that I inhabit a rich 
universe and it is OK for 
me to have anything I want. 

On my way out, I saw 
two store detectives chasing 
a shoplifter, who also 
thought it was OK to have 
anything he wanted. Back 
at home, my Box of Simple 
Pleasures advised me to 

you repeat an affirmation 
often enough, it becomes 
true in reality. So if you’re 
short of cash all you have to 
do is say M! deserve to be 
prosperous and happy", 
and the Universe will write 
you out a fat cheque. This 
isn't as easy as it sounds. 

All day Wednesday i 
chanted: “I am fabulously 
wealthy." Bur on Thursday 

take a hot bath. 1 read Shakti Gawain in 
the tub. Shakti recommends practising 
affirmations. An affirmation is basically 
a piece of wishful thinking such as “1 like 
being fat" or “I love the world and the 
world loves me". The idea being that if 

morning my bank manager phoned to 
ask about my overdraft. Which surprised 
me. because I don’t even have a bank 
account. On Friday I got bored of 
affirming. 1 went out to look for ley lines. 
A ley line is an ancient underground line 

of power that links mystical sites. Sure 
enough. I found a ley fine linking Tower 
Records with Dorothy Perkins. Then the 
ley line crossed the road to Bocks, went to 
the basenem and purchased some 
contact lens solution. It crossed the road 
again, browsed through the knicker 
department at Maria & Spencer and 
ended its journey at guess where? 
Selfridges, the centre of the Universe. 

At the end of this week. I must admit 
that ire a convert to the New Age. I 
learned to love myself; I’ve asked myself 
to marrv me, and I've said “yes". 

And i't doesn't stop there. 1 love you. 
even though I donl know you. And you 
love me, even though you think I'm 
stupid. Because basically. I love the 
world and the world loves me. And you 
are growing more and more attractive by 
the day. Don’t we make a great team? A— oQSfl-'T" 

A pat on the back for the biggest loser of the night, John Major 

Kenneth Clarke, left, hired bis own van to move out. But for many, the wickedest pleasure of election night was the humbling by Stephen Twigg, 30, of Michael Portillo, the man who personified Toryism at its most uncompromising 

Continued from page I 
140. When he tried to find the 
leader to break the news, he 
discovered the future Prime Minis¬ 
ter dozing on a deck chair in his 

not to wake the sleeping prince but 
minutes later the neighbours’ 
children burst through the security 
cordon to rouse Blair, asking if his 
sons, Euan and Nicky, could come 
out to play. 

Seeing Blair woken. Powell, 
joined by Peter Mandelson, told the 
still-drowsy leader, in the words oF 
one aide, “his dream was about to 
come true". Blair, after absorbing 
the news, knew what his first 
priority was and strode towards the 
kitchen. There, according to 
Lauren Booth, his half-sister-in- 
law, he set about making Marmite 
sandwiches for his children. 

A fortnight before, one of the 
most important tasks for the in¬ 
coming Government had been 
delegated to Jackie Stacey, head of 
Labour's Events and Projections 
Unit She was asked to ensure that 
Labour hit the ground dancing. 
After homing in on the Festival 
Hall as a suitable venue for victory 
celebrations, preparations had to 
be made in secret lest an impres¬ 
sion of complacency was created. 
Stacey knew all about hubris. She 
had helped set up the Sheffield 
Rally in 1992 where an air-punch¬ 
ing Neil Kinnock had celebrated 
too loudly, too soon. 

The Festival Hall, a creation of 
the Attlee Government, was chosen 
for its historical resonance and 
also, in Blair's words, because it 
would “allow members at home to 
feel part of the event". Deirdre 
Candlin, the hall manager, was 
telephoned just a week before 
polling day by an anonymous 
caller with what she remembers as 
a "friendly voice" who wanted to 
book it for "an important organis¬ 
ation which was in the public eye". 

While Blair was pacing one floor 
In Sedgefield, waiting for his own 
count, the floor in the Festival Hall 
was packed with cheering, dancing 
supporters. Aides abandoned their 
reserve when they saw Dave Hill, 
the party’s veteran spin-doctor, 
getting down to Things Can Only 
Get Better in the small hours. 

Blair had taken his children with 
him to the Sedgefield count at 
Cherie's insistence. He recalls her 
saying: “Look, this is a one-off 
opportunity for them. They would 
regret it if they didn’t participate." 

Euan, Nicky and Kathryn were 
not the only ones to share the 

Even the normally icy Peter Mandelson was affected by the fever of victory and had "tears welling up" when Blair made his speech Tony Blair greeasmZZH^ 

pleasure. The normally icy 
Mandelson admits to having “tears 
welling up" when Blair made his 
speech at the count. After the 
euphoria of Sedgefield. Blair sped 
to Teesside Airport where a jet took 
him to Stansted- On the flight Blair 
was updated by an emotional 
Mandelson who recounted, seat- 
by-seat. the scale of the landslide. 

For Blair, victory was as much 
about the coming to power of a 
generation as about the success of 
one man. He says: “A whole lot of 
people who had been at college ten. 
15 years ago, thought their time had 
come, that in a sense they were 
taking charge with us." 

That generation was in full cry 
when Blair mounted the podium to 
welcome a “new dawn", I remem¬ 
ber swing two university contem¬ 
poraries. one the soberest of Scots, 
embrace as Blair arrived and sob 
together “this is our moment". 

Not every expression of delight 
was so decorous. On the fringes of 
the crowd a group were chanting, 
to the tune of the Lightning Seeds' 
Football's Coming Home, “He's on 
the dole, he's on the dole, Portillo's 
on the dole". 

For many, the purest, wickedest 
pleasure of the night was the 
humbling of Michael Portillo. The 
man who had come to personify 
Toryism at its most uncompromis¬ 
ing was felled by the apple-cheeked 
30-year-old Stephen Twigg. For 
Portillo ft was devastating. He 
might have expected to lead the 
Tory Party had he held his seat, but 
five days beforehand he saw the 
writing on the wall or, more 
accurately, the polling in The 
Observer. He recalls: "A poll had 
been taken in my constituency 
putting me just three points ahead, 
which was much less than 1 had 
been assuming and told people iF 
they voted tactically they could get 
rid of me. Other people pooh- 
poohed this but I took it pretty 
seriously." 

How seriously became apparent 
on the day when Portillo remem¬ 
bers “people were just not looking 
you in the eye. 1 knew I had lost 
when 1 went to the count, so it was 
just a question of getting things 
over with. The returning officer 
said ‘this is what I am going to read 
out—are you happy with this?’ and 
I said, 'Ecstatic'". 

After a dignified acknowledge¬ 
ment of defeat. POrtiJIo drove to 
Conservative Central Office to 
thank staff for their efforts. As he 
emerged into the the flashbulbs' 
glare a different worry gripped him 
— he had forgotten where he had 
parked his car. 

One other battle-scarred veteran 
felt for Portillo that day. Although 
his own seat was rock-solid. Major 
was the biggest loser. Not since 
1832 had a Tory leader been de¬ 
feated so badly. On the evening of 
May I Major dined on fish and 
chips before retiring with Norma to 
his Jacuzzi. When he came down to 
watch the election results on tele¬ 
vision the two of them were in their 
white towelling dressing-gowns, 
for all the world like a couple on 
holiday. 

Major knew to expect the worst. 
He had been rung at 5pm that day 
to be told that private polls indicat¬ 
ed the initial estimate of 240 Tory 
seats was a dramatic over-estimate. 
He had fallen silent. 

Watching was agony. Anthony 
Seldon. Majors biographer, re¬ 
ports someone present as saying, 
“it was like death" At midnight 

Portillo 

said no one 

would look 

him in 

the eye 
Major phoned Blair to concede. 
Blair remembers: “He was digni¬ 
fied and courteous, as you would 
expea and put me at my ease. It 
was a rather difficult call for me." 

After winning his own seat 
comfortably and rhanking party 
workers. Major was driven to 
Central Office to commiserate with 
his election team. On the way his 
car was held up on the Embank¬ 
ment, just opposite the Festival 

Hall, at precisely the moment when 
the Blairs arrived to acknowledge 
their supporters’ cheers. 

At Central Office, Major’s stoic 
presence helped calm the tearful 
activists, but he was fighting to 
master difficult emotions. After a 
speech of thanks he retired to a 
private office where wine and 
sandwiches were laid out but he 
had no appetite for the funeral 
baked meats. 

His next stop was Downing 
Street where his bags were packed 
as they had been before the 1992 
election. But this time there would 
be no happy return. The transition 
had been smoothly arranged, un¬ 
like that of his neighbour at No II. 
Ken Clarke, who had to hire his 
own removal van. 

According to an aide. Major was 
not bitter because that would have 
meant blaming the British people. 
Instead he was looking forward, 
not to a hock and seltzer, but w a 
gm and tonic at the Oval — where 
nemesis humbles the mighty daily 
but there is always a chance to hit 
back. 
a Njghi to Remember will be broadcast 
tonight at 9pm on Channel 4 

The doorman at No# 
wafts to meet his new boss 
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A green 
land fit 
for man 

and beast 
Colin Tudge argues that the 

countryside White Paper 

demands redical thinking 

Meacher. 
new vision 

Environment Minister 
Michael Meacher says 
lhar the Government's 

proposed White Paper on the 
Future of Rural Britain must 
provide “an over-ardting new 
vision", and indeed it must. 
Our countryside is a mess — 
lovely in look at when at its 
best, but an ageing sepulchre: 
beleaguered farmers, bewil¬ 
dered communities, nu buses, 
no shops, no schools, no 
hospitals, and a wildlife shot 
i*i pieces. 

Bui the remedies proposed 
by the quarter of a million 
people who fell upon Hyde 
Park in March are surely mis¬ 
guided. The townies should 
not leave die country folk 
alone, and let them get on with 
rhe job. The countryside estab¬ 
lishment has huilt some nice 
houses and planted some fine 
trees but it must take the 
blame for a great deal that has 
gone wrong, including one of 
the worst records on "wild life 
conservation in the developed 
world. 

More broadly, the existing 
order remains feudal and 
feudalism has had its day. The 
countryside must 
be part of our so¬ 
cial democracy or it 
will always be an 
anachronism, a 
nostalgic and rath¬ 
er brutal theme 
park for rustic pur¬ 
suits. It must serve 
the needs of die 
people as a whole, 
and other species. 

To begin with, 
the countryside — 
both its physical 
and srcial struc¬ 
ture — depends ab¬ 
solutely on 
agriculture. Farm¬ 
ing takes up the 
most space and is 
the greatest rural 
employer. If agri¬ 
culture is wrong — 
and it is — then 
everything else is 
wrong. Our agri¬ 
cultural policy 
needs to be re¬ 
thought from first 
principles. Brit¬ 
ain's farming is 
geared on rhe one 
hand to the Com¬ 
mon Agricultural 
Pblicy of the EC, 
and on the other to 
the aspirations of 
the supermarkets, wo contra¬ 
dictory ambitions prevail. The 
first is to make as much 
money as possible out of food 
(with the population eating as 
much meat as possible): and 
that “value-adding" must be 
maximised, meaning great 
weight given to processing and 
packaging. 

The second ambition — 
much espoused by politicians 
-- is that food should be cheap. 
This means that farming is 
Geared to livestock, which is 
subject to factory farming to 
keep costs down. As we have 
seen, this has proved disas¬ 
trous 10 public health and 
cruel to ihe animals. 

The rural labour force, too. 
has been subject to foe whims 
of market forces, with job 
losses and wages kept very 
Imv. adding to disaffection 
with the industry. 

On grounds of nutrition, 
Gastronomy, environment, 
and good economic sense, we 
need to restore the farm labour 
force, and be prepared to pay 
proper prices for well-pro¬ 
duced and healthy food. Farm¬ 
ers. consumers and the 
environment would benefit. 
To do this, we need to chall- 
enae the claim of the existing 

rural order, that they alone 
understand the countryside: 
that they are its natural 
“stewards". 

When the Romans left Brit¬ 
ain. the country was home to 
bears, wolves, beavers, wild 
cattle (the magnificent au¬ 
rochs). wild boars, and white¬ 
tailed eagles. All are now- gone. 
Apart from seals, the largest 
native predator left to us is the 
fox: and the largest native of 
any kind is the red deer. 
Anything dse remotely sharp 
in tooth, beak or daw has, at 
various times, been taken to 
the brink of extinction: wild 
cats, otters, pine martens, 
peregrines, harriers, kites, 
golden eagles, and a miscell¬ 
any of owls. They have sur¬ 
vived, usually, only in the 
remotest uplands. 

These animals have been 
killed to make way for game¬ 
birds such as pheasants, im¬ 
ported from Asia, which the 
gentry breeds to shoot after 
one kamikaze flight. If these 
people are stewards of the 
countryside, then bring on the 
Vandals. 

When anyone suggests that 
the traditional bru¬ 
talities should stop, 
the stewards pro¬ 
claim that this 
would put thou¬ 
sands out of work: 

e-keepers, dog- 
idlers. and pur- 

. veyors of ammu¬ 
nition. And so it 
would. Yet those 
rustic guardians 
showed scant re¬ 
gard for dockers or 
miners, when their 
livelihoods went by 
the board. 

■But there are bet¬ 
ter arguments. If 
agriculture was 
subject to better 

'practice, then it 
would soak up the 
liberated labour 
force ten times 
over. A countryside 
that works for all 
the people and for 
the remaining ani¬ 
mals and plants, 
would need to be 
better managed 
than it is, and so 
provide far more 
rewarding and use¬ 
ful work than rais¬ 
ing pheasants and 
trapping weasels. 

Of course, a countryside 
designed for everybody could 
not be a free-for-all. All pur¬ 
suits are to some extent unso¬ 
cial. Bird-spotters tread on 
plants, power-boats are noisy, 
ramblers look untidy and so 
on. We need manners, as all 
societies do, reinforced by laws 
where manners fail. 

But at least we can establish 
the principle: that Britain's 
beautiful land should not be¬ 
long by right to a few. The 
point of the countryside, apart 
from good farming, should 
surely be for people to enjoy it; 
to associate with wildlife with¬ 
out disrupting their habitats. 

To succeed wc need more 
subtle, green-based econom¬ 
ics. We need excellent science 
— specifically ecology. We 
need a new morality, which 
extends to other spedes and 
we need a new aesthetic, 
which sees beauty in land¬ 
scapes that are good for crea¬ 
tures other than man. The 
White Paper is due by Christ¬ 
mas; let’s hope the Govern¬ 
ment at least shews that it 
understands what is emailed. 

• Colin Tudge is a visiting 
Research Fellin' at the Centre for 
Philosophy of the London 
School nf Economics. 

"We need to 
challenge 

the claim of 
the existing 
rural order, 

that they 
alone 

understand 
the 

countryside’ 

Antonio Berardi has had a run of bad luck in his four-year career, but he is taking it in his stride. “I feel it is all over, all in the past. Now I am working on a new collection" 

Fashion is the victim 
Joanna 

CHRIS MOORE 

Pitman talks 

to the latest 

target in an 

extraordinary 

crime wave Consider this for a 
moment You are an 
experienced British 
burglar looking for a 

new niche market in an over¬ 
crowded business. You’ve 
done modem jewellery, Tama- 
gochis and computer software. 
So. what now? 

The answer is designer 
clothes, worth vast sums on 
the counterfeit market. At least 
one gang is already pioneering 
this new line, targeting young 
British designers and getting 
away with hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of pounds in designer 
dress, jacket, suit and bikini 
samples originally destined to 
be worn by Kate Moss and 
friends on foe catwalk. 

A couple of weeks ago. 29- 
year-old Antonio Berardi. who 
dresses such luminaries as 
Kylie Minogue and Bianca 
Jagger, had his entire autumn 
and winter collection stolen on 
the steps of his St Martin's 
Lane office. A notional figure 
of £500,000 has been put on 
the retail value, but the street 
value is estimated at nearer £3 
million. Police have still not 
traced the collection. 

On the same day Effi Sam¬ 
ara,- another young designer, 
lost her entire stock, worth 
£50.000, from her new Con¬ 
duit Street shop in just three 
minutes. Three days later Liza 
Bruce, foe New York-bom 
designer, lost her complete 
1998 collection from her new 
Pont Street shop when a man 
smashed down the glass door 
and scooped everything off the 
rails. A few hours later the 
Caroline Charles shop in 
Beauchamp Place had £31.000 
worth of couture goods stolen. 

Scotland Yard is unable to 
explain the foefis. “The Lisa 
Bruce, Effi Samara and Caro¬ 
line Charles cases are all 
burglaries where someone en¬ 
tered premises by force." says 
Detective Inspector Johnstone 
of Kensington Police Station. 
“Burglaries of that sort are not 
unusual in this part of London 
but foe target is. Designer 
clothes have a very high 

Part of Berardi's autumn collection, stolen two weeks ago. He describes his clothes as "beautifully made" 

market value and it is possible 
these cases are linked and a 
gang has targeted expensive 
clothes shops. 

“There are no ‘usual sus¬ 
pects'. But these clothes can be 
shifted easily — sold in mar¬ 
kets, pubs and stalls around 
the country. They'll probably 
be sold on quickly, because 
stuff like this bums a hole in 
your pocket The longer you 
keep it foe harder it is to get 
rid of." 

What baffles the Inspector is 
font, if foe thieves were after 
slock for copying, why would 
they take an entire collection 
in different sizes? He sees foe Berardi 

case as slightly dif¬ 
ferent “because 
the stock was tak¬ 

en on foe street by a gang in 
broad daylight waiting for a 
delivery. Fashion houses are 
extremely secretive about their 
collections and their offices are 
in buildings that are not 
obvious to the outsider. These 
men must have known exactly 
what they were after and 
where to wait. I'm no expert on 
fashion but I've learned a lot in 
foe last couple of weeks. My 

eyes were popping out at the 
prices." 

Although there is no appar¬ 
ent link between foe robberies. 
Liza Bruce has her own theo¬ 
ries. “The four collections tak¬ 
en are so different and so 
extensive that it seems unlike¬ 
ly they would be destined for 
copying. People can browse in 
a shop and buy or take one or 
two different samples for that 
... Maybe someone wants me 

not to have a show next 
season." 

Antonio Berardi has suf¬ 
fered perhaps foe greatest 
damage. He is among the four 
or five players in the British 
women’s fashion game whose 
new collections those in foe 
know would most covet. His 
collection was to have been 
photographed for American 
Vogue. Elle and a range of 
British monthlies. The lass of 

THE DESIGNER GANG TARGETS 

Liza Bruce and Effi Samara lost their collections 
in a few minutes when the gangs swooped 

press coverage is far greater, 
he says, than the actual value 
of the clothes. Bui. for a man 
with no collection and pages of 
Vogue to fill, he is impressively 
calm, even though he believes 
the police first thought he was 
behind the crime. Certainly 
such a theft, as long as there 
are copies, would make good 
pre-release publicity. 

But Berardi. a relative nov¬ 
ice in the business, would be 
unlikely to have pulled off 
such an audacious stunt. 
“There have been lots of 
theories, of course, concerning 
rivals and blackmarket copy¬ 
ing: even the Mafia has been 
mentioned, which is ridicu¬ 
lous [Berardi is foe son of a big 
operator in die Sicilian ice¬ 
cream world] but 1 have just 
had to put it behind me. The 
police have been very sympa¬ 
thetic and thorough, and may¬ 
be they will solve the mystery, 
but in the meantime 1 am 
getting on with my next 
collection." 

Then he adds: “Maybe oth¬ 
ers are pleased to see me lose 
my co! lection, but I try to stay 
our of the back-stabbing and 
rivalries, and I dent really 
care what other designers 

think about it all. 1 do wonder, 
though, how someone would 
be able to sell my stuff without 
having it recognised.- 

Berardi's clothes are certain¬ 
ly distinctive. The stolen collec¬ 
tion included a jacket made of 
sheets of crystal beading 
worth £42,000 and intricate 
jackets. Pity any poor Hong 
Kong sweatshop seamstresses 
trying to reproduce that. 

Berardi has risen to fashion 
fame in just four years. He 
remembers that 250 people 
came to his St Martin's gradu¬ 
ate show, and he remembers 
especially their applause. He 
believes the turnout and the 
plaudits were because his 
work was different. “It wasn't 
bin-liners and anti-establish¬ 
ment, it was beautifully made 
with embroidered linings ind 
wonderful detail. 

“I was brought up in a 
Lincolnshire village where 
rhere was no real fashion, but 
my mother and my sisters 
were always proud of their 
looks and dressed well. They 
gave me my love of fashion." Berardi is not typical of 

the fashion-designer 
species, being neither 
flamboyant nor loud, 

but there is a fawn-like quality 
about him. a softness, that is 
emphasised by his large dark 
eyes and thick black eyebrows. 

He says he is shy and rather 
boring. He lives with his sister 
and seldom goes out alone for 
fear of meeting a young 
woman stalker who has dog¬ 
ged his life for rwo years. 

He has certainly had his fair 
share of bad luck in his short 
career. Two years ago he 
attended a Sty magazine 
awards ceremony where he 
won first prize — and five 
minutes later found that it and 
six of his samples had been 
stolen. Then, at last year’s 
British Fashion Awards, he 
was passed over for foe title of 
New Generation Designer of 
the Year because rheVrong 
name was placed in the pre¬ 
senter's envelope. 

For his latest misfortune, 
Anna Wintour, Editor of 
American Vogue, and other 
powerful forces in the fashion 
world have sent cards offering 
sympathy and support. 

“I am grateful to them and I 
am getting on with my next 
collection." Berardi says. “I 
feel it is all over. All in the past 
now." For the son of a hot- 
blooded Sicilian, he has ac¬ 
quired a very British sang¬ 
froid. 

ALAIN 
DE BUTTON 

How Proust can change 

YOUR 
PICADOR Now in paperback 

FE 

'Dazzling' John Updike 

'So charming, amusing and sensible that 

it may even itself change your life' 
Daily Telegraph 

'Seriously cheeky, cheekily serious' 

• Julian Barnes 
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■ Daileys Architectural An¬ 
tiques made its name selling 
reclaimed baths and fire¬ 
places. Now it stocks garden 
antiques too: faded stripey 
deckchairs and an original 
bathing tent, plus folding 
French tables, sundials, tools 
and watering cans. Ail at the 
Engine Shed, Ashburton In¬ 
dustrial Estate, Ross-on-Wye, 
Herefordshire (01989 563015). 

■ Crabtree & Evelyn's new 
essential oils Aromathoio^y 
range marks a subtle shift in 
its image: green glass bottles 
and shiny aluminium are 
elbowing out the pretty labels. 
Look out for stress busters 
such as Pulse Point Balm 
(£7.50) or the Office Survival 
Kit (£20). including cedar and 
grapefruit smelling salts, from 
May I. Call 0171-603 1611 for 
nearest branch. 
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East meets 
West on the 
cutting edge 

For someone who cites 
fearlessness as one of 
the key secrets of her 
success as an interior 

designer, Kelly Hoppen seems 
surprisingly edgy. Her cat, 
Tigger. has just disgraced 
himself by knocking over a 
favourite and extremely valu¬ 
able Khmer head at her home 
in Chelsea, sending the 11th- 
century Cambodian stone 
sculpture crashing to die floor. 

So it is with understandable 
anxiety that she watches as 
some rather similar but even 
pricier pieces in John 
Eskenazi's Bond Street gallery 
are hastily rearranged in prep¬ 
ara non for our shoot. 

“You're making me very 
nervous," she mutters as the 
gallery assistant Clair White- 
man manoeuvres a slim ped¬ 
estal on which a 1.000-year-old 
head or Chamunda, the Hindu 
goddess of destruction, seems 
rather precariously poised. 

The antique Eastern art in 
which Eskenazi specialises is a 
fertile source of inspiration for 
South African-bom Hoppen. 
whose trademark style is re¬ 
flected in her recently pub¬ 
lished book East Meets West. 

“You see the Eastern influ¬ 
ence everywhere now, in fash¬ 
ion as well as design, but it is 
something I have been into 
since 1 started in this business 
more than 21 years ago." says 
the 37-year-old. who has re¬ 
cently added Chris Evans and 
Elaine Page to her list of 
celebrity diems, which in¬ 
cludes aristocracy as well as 

The Iron Bed Ca cool comfort 

■ The Iron Bed Company's 
catalogue, just launched, has 
treats such as velvet lavender 
bags and furry hot-water bot¬ 
tle covers, as well as wonder¬ 
ful beds, all available by post. 
Catalogue from 012*13 778999. 

■ Sheva Fruitman's photo¬ 
graphic exhibition will have 
you reaching for your wallet. 
Her haunting flower and fruit 
platinum prims start ar £200. 
For six weeks at the Spetial 
Photographers Company. 21 
Kensington Park Road. 
London Wll (0I7I-22I 3489). 

■ UPDATES: The Decora¬ 
tive Antiques and Textiles 
Fair has French painted furni¬ 
ture, antique linens and botan¬ 
ical prints all gathered into 
one marquee. From April 21- 
26 at Battersea Park, admis¬ 
sion £6(0171-6245173). 

Judith Wilson 

THE Philishave Cool Skin 
HQ 5620 is an amphibious 
electric razor promising con¬ 
venience and a close shave. 

Disposable sachets of 
moisturising emulsion slot 
into the back of the three-head 
rechargeable razor. Depress a 
button during shaving to re¬ 
lease the emulsion and give a 
doser shave. Afterwards the 
emulsion can be rubbed into 
the skin or washed away: the 
razor must be rinsed. 

I needed plenty of emulsion 
to get impressive results, with 
the exception of the neck area, 
which was a disaster. The 
razor is almost as much as a 
palaver as a wet shave. 

My current bathroom fa¬ 
vourite is the Tongue Scraper; 
strips of bendy flat plastic you 

In search of a dose shave 

scrape down the tongue to 
dear any build-up of bacterial 
gunk on the surface. Found in 
American drug stores (50p for 
two), in the UK I've only 
spotted metal versions. Keep 
that hand steady. 

• Philishave Cool Skin HQ 
5620, £99.99. Pack of five sachets, 
£3.99. Metal Tongue Scraper, 
£7.99 plus pSp.fmm Home Fee 
(0990748494). 

John Eskenazi's gallery is a fertile source of inspiration 

GADC 5ETS | 

Hollywood stars. Much of her 
design philosophy is based on 
the idea that opposites attract 
“By bringing something mod¬ 
em into an old room you can 
give it an edge. I also like to 
mix contrasting fabrics and 
textures, maybe putting an 
incredible £200-a-metre 
Fortuny fabric with something 
like calico or ticking or even 
upholstery scrim." 

Enthusing over the pieces 
that make up the minimalist 
display in Eskenazi’s discreet 
second-floor gallery, which in¬ 
dudes Buddhist and Hindu 
sculptures. Japanese screens 
and rare textiles from China, 
she adds: “1 also think that the 
Eastern influence is very 
peaceful and harmonious. 
There is something very calm¬ 
ing about it, an important 
factor in my designs. It’s not 
just the look I’m interested in. I 
also try to create a feel-good 
factor. Mine is not such a 
done-up style that you walk 
into a room and feel you 
cannot sit down." 

Although Hoppen is sympa¬ 
thetic to the ideas of Feng Shui. 
she believes that much of it 
comes from feeling when a 

room is right. "I don't place 
water on a dish to bring 
wealth, but 1 seem to know 
instinctively what is right. 
Clients have often told me that 
they came to me because 
theybeen to a houseihat I’d 
done and it felt good." 

Hoppen doesn’t bat an eye¬ 
lid at Eskenazi's price tags, 
few of which seem under 
£10.000—one 2nd-3rd century 
Buddhist stone frieze that par¬ 
ticularly catches her eye is a 
breathtaking E195.000. 

“ T f you want a beautiful 
1 home with beautiful art 
I. it does cost money." she 

-A_ shrugs. “The pieces in 
Eskenazi are obviously very 
expensive but they are also 
exceptional. I cant afford to 
spend as much there as some 
of my clients, so I save up and 
maybe buy one amazing piece 
a year, like the Khmer head." 

Her Chelsea flat is. natural¬ 
ly. a tasteful mix of Eastern 
and Western artefacts and 
furnishings-The style suits her 
merchant banker husband. 
Ed. too: he used to work in 
Hong Kong and dealt in 
Chinese art 

Kelly Hoppen, left with gallery assistant Clair Whiteman. “The Eastern influence is very peaceful and harmonious" 

Despite having little time to 
herself — as well as running 
her business, and launching a 
new range of home accesso¬ 
ries. she is mother to a 15-year- 
oid daughter and two 
stepdaughters — she still finds 
time to entertain. For her 
husband's 50th birthday, she 
laid on a take-away Indian 
meal for which she redesigned 
her dining room, seating 
guests on cushions around a 
10ft x 6ft Indian coffee table. 
She was encouraged to photo¬ 
graph it, which was the start of 
her latest book. Table Chic. 

Hoppen was only 16 when 
she was given her first com¬ 
mission by a friend of her 
stepfather. “It was night¬ 
mare," she recalls. “The client 
was drunk: so were the build¬ 
ers. But he was very pleased 
with the result After that I did 
a job for the raring driver Guy 
Edwards. He put me in touch 
with Keke Rosberg, who was 
world champion, and it went 
from there." 

It seems extraordinary that 
anybody that young should 
have the style and confidence 
to cany it off. She merely 

shrugs.“I look at my daughter 
and it reminds me that at that 
age you have no fear. That’s 
vital. You must have total 
confidence in your own taste." 

Although she is known as 
much for her fiery side as her 
calming designs, she denies 
that she is temperamentaL 
“Itn a Leo — driven but 
vulnerable. Honestly. I’m a 
real softie inside.” she insists. 
“But in this business you have 
to learn to be tough. I want 
everything to be perfect, and if 
people don’t deliver, that’s 
when you see the other side." 

Her latest venture is a 
product and fabric range - 
“so that people can have tie 
style without having to haw 
me". And her long-term ambi¬ 
tion? To have a Conran-styk 
emporium. “I will do it some 
day,” she says with steely 
determination. “Oh yes. I will 
get very, very big.” 

Michael Cable 

• John Eskenazi. 15 Old Bond 
Street. London Wl (0171-409 
30011. Ofyn Mon-Fri 9am-6pm 
Table Chic is published by 
Collins & Brown (£ 19.99). 

BELOW: Of all the standard Irons tested, the Tefal 
Ultraglide 1635J.4. £32.50. Is the best It gides 

well over fabric, is easy to fill and 
comfortable to hold. Available 

• • from John Lewis 
^(0171-629 7711) 

Photographs by 
Des Jenson' 

it- ji-ls-i. ..--V 
r X - ' v. •- 

ABOVE: Although easy to hold; 
the Milenlum iron PV432160S. 
£39.99, from Ufesa (01977 
603222, 01909 774337 mail 
order), is difficult to fHI ^ 
with water and heavy. Ua 
However, Its vertical jet of | 
steam works well on a 1 
creased, hanging garment ’ 

BELOW: The Booster 10 Iron. 
£169.99, is bulky because of its 
large water tank but this allows 
for more steam than a 
conventional iron. It is fairly noisy, 
but is light and glides over fabric 
easily. From Domena 
(01444 454581) 

% 
■c 

Some pressing matters 
ABOVE: If your washing load is heavy, this 
lightweight Defonghl Stiromeglto Press is worth 
Investing in at £129.99. Gets hot quickly and has 
a high steam output- Call 0800 626 496 

j /£ iff* ** 
' ffi * 

Despite being hot, steamy 
and dangerous, ironing 
is by no means fun. It is 

an unavoidable chore that 
plagues everyone. But at least 
with the latest steam boosters, 
easy-glide soleplates and state- 
of-the-art styling, ironing is eas¬ 
ier and quicker than ever. 
The Tefal Ultraglide has a 

ceramic soleplate which makes 
short work of ironing heavy fab¬ 
rics like cotton and wool, as it 
eliminates dragging. For those 
whose load is heavy, a steam 
generator iron like the Domena 
Booster 10 or the Delonghi 
Stiromeglio Press WT110 is 

IRONS 
worth investing in. Although 
they are more expensive than 
standard irons, they offer a 
more powerful steam jet and a 
larger water tank. 

Carmella Lewszuk, buyer for 
home electricals at Harrods. 
says that a good-quality, 
standard iron will cost about 
£50 but should last for five 
years or more if well main¬ 
tained. Hard water is the iron’s 
greatest enemy, according to 
Lewszuk. as it can cause a large 
build-up of scale, which dogs 
the steam holes and reduces 

ABOVE: Trie Moulinex Opt!mate 
Cordless Duo Iron X65. £39.95, 
makes ironing seem less 

cumbersome because of its 
manoeuvreability. Et has clear 
controls and Is easy to filL 
From Harrods (0171-730 1234) 

effectiveness. “New irons often 
come witn a self-cleaning- 
mechanisru," she says. 

Otherwise, buy descaling liq¬ 
uid and use it once a month or 
swap tap water for distilled 
water and eliminate the prob¬ 
lem." Dirty soleplates can be 
rectified with a Wenko Iron 
Cleaning stick, £2.75, available 
from John Lewis (0171-629 7711). 

A good ironing board is also 
worth investing in. The ideal 
board has a metal mesh 
backing as it allows steam to 
pass through and ensures the 
foam top stays dry. 

Mary Ann Percy 

RIGHT: The Profesional Lux 
iron; £49.99 from Solac 

(01484 400 424). 
has easytoreach 
steam and spray 

buttons and a 

ABOVE: The Delphino 
DE143 iron, £32.99. from 
Rowenta (01604 760291) 
comes in translucent Wue. 
Awkward tucks and pleats 
are a breeze with its 

button rim and the 
temperature control 

W is clear and simple. 
f ' A stylish and well 

/I \; • designed model 

ABOVE: Made for jetsetters, tha.; 
Travel Iron 4831, £14.99, from \.v 
Pifco (0161-947 3000) folds into.;^ 
a handy travel bag - 

ABOVE Small enough to travel 
easily, the Rowenta Steambrush 
DA 56. £32.50. works well on 
hanging dothes but needs to be 
regularly filled with water. Call for 
stockists (01604 760291) 

ABOVE: The Caresse FE701, £44.99 from 
Pofti (0800 132509). is sturdy but tricky 
to fill with water and leaks a tot Rather 
than gilding across fabric, the Iron needs 
to be dragged, which does not make for 
pleasurable Ironing 

SV" ■ 
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Trainers pump up the footsie index 
When Fred Perry 

look to the green 
grass. of Wimble¬ 
don in ihc Thir¬ 

ties sporting Dunlop’s fcuest 
C ireen Flash plimsolls, he was 
no fashion icon. Yer he was 
possibly the first sportsman to 
endorse footwear that is today 
heing worn by presidents and 
priests alike: trainers. 

I n the pasr ten years, sales of 
sports footwear have nearly 
doubled in Britain, from E55Q 
million in 1938 to £990 million 
in l‘iys. and account for IS per 
cent of ihc shoe market — that 
is about one in five pairs. 

In America (where Nike 
sales amount to $20 per per¬ 
son a year), sales have halved 
in the past two yean: analysts 
suggest this is because of the 
increased influence of design¬ 
er lahcls over jeans and 
sweatshirts. Bui in Britain, 
trainer sales are booming, 
with specialist brands selling 
in both country and city shops. 

I his isn’t because we have 
all gone spurts mad. Accord¬ 
ing to Adrian Clark, fashion 
director of Attitude magazine, 
British buyers are far more 
aware of street fashion than 
Americans — which means 
that lots more of us want the 
latest trainer. “You only haw 
to look at the way Americans 
wear trainers at lunchtime, 
with suits," he says. “They are 
not wearing them as a fashion 
statement; they are wearing 
them to walk in, so don't need 
to change them so frequently." 

Ghassan Hodeib, of Off¬ 
spring. the celebrity trainer 
shop in London's Covent 
Garden, says that true trainer 
funs constantly update their 
footwear. Recent customers 
include Sharleen from Texas 
(who buys both classic shapes 
and wild styles); Jean Paul 
Gaultier and Giorgio Armani 
(who both bought Camper 
trainer-shoes); Alexander 
McQueen (white and orange 
Adidas Adi os models): Eric 
Clapton (the latest New Bal¬ 
ance versions) and Zoe Ball 
(almost everything). 

There is much rivalry 
among trainer shops to attract 
celebrities: J.D Sports, for 
example, is supported by the 
Gallagher brothers, because 

of its connections with Man 
City, ihc Spice Girls frequent 
Buffalo for platform trainers. 

Unlike five years ago. when 
almost all trainers were made 
by mainstream companies, to¬ 
day's models are varied and 
often custom-made. Off¬ 
spring’s range of Stride shoes, 
for example, was specially 
ordered in bright colours: 
Dolce & Gabbana’s summer 
menswear collection included 
trainers in subdued colours; 
Patrick Cox’s winter trainers 
were in grey flannel to comple¬ 
ment his suiting. 

“Trainers are not about dub 
culture any more, but about 
having shoes that you enjoy 
wearing for their comfort and 
their looks." says Adrian 
Clark. “The days of lumpy 
heels and sporty models have 
gone: today's models are sleek 
creations that can be worn 
with almost anything." 

Although trainers were seen 
on every catwalk for the 
spring/summer shows, own¬ 
ing a pair will not necessarily 
make you one of the fashion 
crowd. “Fashion is all about 
the individual, so it depends 
on the other things that the 
person is wearing." Hodeib 
says. “For example, a cool 
woman might wear Nike Air 
Max with a suit and get into a 
club, whereas a suburban girl 
in boring jeans wouldn't” 

He says that some brands 
sell out almost instantly. Acu¬ 
puncture and Stride. Nike's 
Terra Humara, Reebok's 
DMX2000 (with doughnul- 
Jike padding on the soles) and 
Solomon’s hiking trainers are 
popular with the more grown¬ 
up buyer, he adds. Adidas and 
Puma styles are for those who 
want a classic retro look. 

it is almost impossible to 
keep up with sports fashion, 
because there are four collec¬ 
tions a year. But despite their 
variability, one thing is cer¬ 
tain: trainers are here to stay. 
And when Adidas launches its 
latest range, which follow foot 
contours, or Nike its 
microchip sensor-laden ver¬ 
sions. I will be the first to have 
them. And it won’t just be for 
use on the sports field. 

Lisa Grainger 

MAM PHOTOGRAPHS: TRANSWORLD/SCOPE 
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Trainers no! only help athletes feel like they have wings on their feet; today a third of sales are for off-fieid use. Fans will search the world lor distinctive looks: this gold pair cost only £10 at a French supermarket 

r- 

SIX OF A KIND 

A clubby trainer for super trendies is the red 
and cream leather version, £69.99, Diesel, 
43 Eariham Street, WC1 (0171 -833 2255) 

For everyday casual wear: Vans camel 
suede trainer, £60, from Schuh and Shellys 

brandies nationwide (0181-877 9907) 

Fashion designers such as Dolce & Gabbana are now creating 
Iheir own footwear to complement the season's collection 

Although in America sales of trainers have fallen by 50 per cant in the past two years, in Britain they 
are an essential part of casual weekend wear and account for about one in five pairs of shoes sold 

For music/dance-tovers. by Goldie: biack 
and yellow Royal Headz DLX trainers. £90, 

Offspring (inquiries: 0181-838 4447) 

Tough yet trendy walking trainer for those 
who mix country and city living, £60, O'Neill, 

9-15 Neal Street. WC2 (0191-419 1777) 

. ii. £*'1'-■■■. JirV: 

Sporty chc: Adidas leather shell-top trainer. Fitness trainer in white leather with orange 
£50. all good sports stores (0161-419 2500) trim, £49.99, Ffla. Empire (MOO 220230) 

Photography by Anna Stevenson. Styling by AmancBp Uppal 
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Firewater of the gods 
Karina Mantavia 

on the resurgence 

of an Aztec 

spirit previously 

seen as a tipple 

for madmen The Aztecs believed 
that tequila was a gift 
from the gods, re¬ 
vealed when a bolt of 

lightning blasted open the 
bountiful agave plant to ex¬ 
pose a milky alcoholic pulp. 

Divine origins did not stop 
the synapse-detonating gift 
from acquiring a low-life rep^ 
uration: “It's a mad drink." 
says one 36-year-old former 
drinker, shaking his head. 
“It’s a mad drink for mad 
people. And it makes you 
mad.” 

William Burroughs once 
drank it for eight hours, 
vomiting green bile every ten 
minutes, at which point his 
doctor told him: "One more 
bottle of this and you're dead." 

But insanity is now yielding 
to stylishness as fashion¬ 
conscious Americans discover 
slick new ways of consuming 
the drink so long associated 
with rebellion and excess. 
John MacDonald of New 
York's Merc Bar, a pioneer of 
the martini renaissance, did 
some research in Mexico, sub¬ 
stituting tequilas for vodka in 
popular cocktails — and he 
returned to the Big Apple with 
a new drinking concept. 

And the moment was right. 
Across America affluent baby- 
boomers, bored with tradition¬ 
al spirits, were looking for a 
drink with class—and a trend 
was bom. Now the Ritz 
Carlton hotel in Cancun, Mex¬ 
ico. is something of a magnet 
for American" aficionados 
heading south; it hosts tequila 
tastings where converted co¬ 
gnac drinkers swirl and sniff it 
out of brandy balloons. Res¬ 
taurants and hotels from San¬ 
ta Monica to Arizona have 
caught on. hosting tequila 
dinners to introduce the 
drink's food-friendliness. 

So successfully, in fact, that 
tequila sales are climbing 
while other spirits are general¬ 
ly in decline. Simon Soothill, 
senior brand manager at te¬ 
quila-maker Cuervo, attrib¬ 
utes the boom to “boutique" 
tequilas: “The American 
drinker is extremely know¬ 
ledgeable about spirits, far 
more likely to drink cocktails, 
and far more likely to ask for a 
specific brand,” he explains. 
"The revival is being driven by 
the ‘super-premiums' which 
carry the same cachet as malt 
whiskies." Super-premiums are 

aged — and often ex¬ 
pensively packaged — 
tequilas whose fla¬ 

vours depend on the kind of 
wood used to age them. Super- 
premium drinkers can choose 
from such delights as Cuervo 
Reserva de la Familia, Gran 
Centenario, Patron. Herra- 
dura, Don Julio and El Tesoro 
de Don Felipe. 

Britain is not lagging in the 
tequila stakes: consumption 
has risen by 15 per cent in each 
of the past two years. British 
enthusiasm for tequila is accel¬ 
erating in the style bars in 
London. Leeds and 
Manchester. And the tequila 
slammer is enjqying a revival 
in Glasgow. 

Blanca Anguiana. a Mexi- 
can-bom British resident who 
is inundated with requests for 
top-quality tequila every time 
she takes a trip home, says: 
“In Mexico, it's a very gentle 
drink and I would say half of 
the timeitisdrunkneat leant 
tel) you at what age 1 first had 
it — my mother would kill me. 

A tequila girl serving shots of the agave-plant spirit Cheap tequila can bum the throat but “super-premiums" are as smooth as malt whiskies 
EMMABOAM 

Karina Mantavia, centre, a formerly sober journalist, tries tequila cocktails in Chelsea's Albert) y Grana restaurant 

But as a Mexican I've always 
drunk it The point of tequila is 
not to get smashed — you only 
do that if you’re an alcoholic." 

Danny Smith, head barman 
at London's 15-year-old Cafe 
Pacifico. who is planning to go 
to Mexico to research the rarer 
tequilas, has noticed a change 
in attitude: “People are coming 
in and asking for specific 
brands or just asking to be 

educated about them. Ten 
years agoi people just wanted 
shoqters. now it's finally get¬ 
ting the respect it deserves.” 

Navajo Joe's bar, which 
recently opened in London’s 
Covent Garden, stocks 149 
tequilas — the largest selection 
in Europe. Richard Elvis, a 
barman there, says: “There 
are higher standards all round 
— in food and in drink, it’s no 

longer about nachos and 
slammers. Tequila used to be 
the least understood drink." 

The Chelsea restaurant 
Albero y Grana has even 
formed a tequila committee of 
media and gastronomic big- 
shots who. after being educat¬ 
ed in the mysteries of tequila 
by Cairbry Hill, a cocktail 
barman, will then host their 
own tequila evenings. 

I went along to sample the 
super-premiums and my head 
and my palate were pleasantly 
surprised. Herradura Su¬ 
preme, at £22 a shot, tastes of 
oranges and smells of 
wood smoke Don Julio, made 
by Tres Magueyes. has the 
peppery flavour of an aged 
tequila and is claimed to be the 
current favourite for the con¬ 
noisseurs of Mexico. 

THE HISTORY 

■ Murals around the 
great pyramid o£ Choi u La. 
near Mexico City, depict 
the Aztecs enjoying some 
kind of pulque or 
fermented fruit juice with 
sincere abandon as far 
back as 20QAD. The 
Spanish conquistadors 
developed this into what we 
today know as tequila, 
the first distilled spirit on 
the American continent 
The drink is named after a 
small hillside town 
north or Guadalajara, 
whose origins can be 
traced bade to a settlement 
by a tribe called 
Tiquilas. In 1758. King 
Ferdinand VI of Spain 
granted land to Don Josfc 
Antonio de Cuervo, a 
Spanish nobleman who 
went on to form Tequila 
Cuervo, the world's first 
commercial producer of 
tequila. 

Cairbry Hill’s cocktail list 
covers the spectrum from the 
classic margarita to a Bloody 
Maria. Tequila Sour, a Tequi¬ 
la Cosmopolitan, renamed a 
Tequini. and a Chocolate 
Tequini made with tequila, 
white creme de cacao and the 
tiniest hint of crime de 
menthe. It is a long way from 
the heavenly firewater of Aztec 
legend. 

THE DRINKS THAT TIME FORGOT HENRY HARRIS’S CHEAT OF THE WEEK 

THE warb lings of Alannah 
Myles, the Canadian chan- 
reuse, may have hammered 
the final nail in the coffin of 
Black Velvet. Her catchy ditty 
of that title reached No 2 in the 
hit parade of March 1990. 

The simple, velvety-smooth 
champagne cocktail of the 
same name, however, dates 
from 1861, and the outpouring 
of national grief for Prince 
Albert. Twas Tennyson who 
then supplied the song-sheeL 
not Elton, and the barmen at 
Brooks's decided that even the 
party girl of the day should 
follow the sovereign's lead and 
be cloaked in black. 

The unlikely half-and-half 
combo of sweet champagne 
and stout proves enduringly 
popular. Bismarck is known 
to have been a dedicated 
siurpen the founder of the 
second Reich famously recom¬ 
mended every man should 
drink 5.000 bottles of French 
fizz before he died. As to 
whether he chose to moderate 
the greater portion of this in 
partnership with Guinness 
after the demise of "poor 
Albert”, history does not 
record. 

It has endured, too. at the 
French House in Soho, so 

Black Velvet 

named because the Free 
French troops took to it during 
the Second World War. Young 
advertising types can stiU be 
seen today requesting the mix. 
although this may. in part, be 
because the French House 
serves Guinness only in 
halves. 

Briefly resurrected for 1995s 
VE memorial knees-up, this 
silky temptress of a drink has 
now largely slipped from the 
charts. This is a shame, like 
heavy champagne, with a 
creamy, smooth aftertaste, a 
Black Velvet provides delight¬ 
ful accompaniment tofruits de 
mer. and should be perfectly 
in tone with the current 
crop of “Oirish” bars and the 
like. 

It is a bit late for a revival on 
the tailcoats of the people's 
Princess, but this year’s un¬ 
veiling of the newly restored 
Albert Memorial might 
prompt a re-call. I suspect, 
however, that the induced 
memoiy of Ms Myles’s belly¬ 
aching may prove too much to 
stomach. 

Kate Stronach 
Memorable: Guinness 
and champagne mixed 

1 USED to think that smoked 
haddock was all the same. If 
you went by supermarket 
packaging that was certainly 
the case. Often it is a fish that 
is depressingly uniform in 
looks, smell and taste. But two 
years ago, after an early- 
morning visit to Billingsgate 
fish market where one of 
London's last great fishmon¬ 
gers, Mr Lewsey, gave me a 
carrier bag of various smoked 
fish, 1 discovered that 1 was 
somewhat ignorant (Anyone 
who has the remotest interest 
in food should pay this 
wonderful site a visit). 

One real gem stood out in 
the haul — it is known as a 
“cutlet” but is, in fact a thin 
fillet that has a slightly rub¬ 
bery texture and a very pale 
yellow smoke. Too eager to 
wait for my return to the 
kitchen on that morning. 1 
tore off a piece of flesh on the 
way back and munched away. 
It was superb, with a light 
delicate flavour. But what 
also struck me was that there 
is no need to apply any heat to 
this sweet-flavoured delicacy. 
It can be eaten raw — some¬ 
thing that one would be 
nervous of recommending 
with the average haul of fish 

from most supermarkets. So 
where is the cheat you ask? 

This week's is perhaps 
more of a “how to get a starter 
on the table, fast" variety. 

The smoked haddock cut¬ 
lets should be ordered in 
advance from the fishmonger. 
They weigh about four to six 
ounces each, but if your 
fishmonger is unable to get 
them, buy a thick fillet of 
smoked haddock and slice it 
for this dish as you would for 
smoked salmon. (A lot of 
smoked haddock is sold hav¬ 
ing been previously frozen — 
you must specify fresh for this 
dish). This is a variation on 
ceviche, with an oriental twist 

RAW SMOKED 
HADDOCK 

Serves four 

Take two smoked haddock. 
Place them in a shallow bowl 
and set aside 

In a separate bowl, com¬ 
bine the juice of two times. 
50ml of Thai fish sauce (Nam 
Plaf quarter of a clove of 
chopped garlic, a pinch of 
caster sugar, half a small red 
chilli finely chopped (making 
sure to leave out the seeds), 
and a tablespoon of chopped, 
fresh coriander leaves. Add 
(his dressing to the haddock 
and mix well and store in the 
fridge for a minimum of ten 
minutes. 

To serve, heap in a little pile 
on four plates and garnish 
with sliced spring onions. 

If the idea of eating raw fish 
doesn't appeal to you or your 
friends, a good alternative is 
to stir-fry the mix and serve 
over steamed rice (the above 
quantity would serve only two 
for this method). Either way, 
you’ll have a first-class, and 
none too time-consuming, 
starter. 

• The author is the head chef 
at Harvey Nichols's fifth-floor 
restaurant in Knighrsbridge. 

Jane MacQuitty 
Despite the BBC (blasted British 

climate), English wine is finally 

developing its own distinctive style 

Fly the flag of St George 
this Thursday with a 
fine, fresh, floral Eng¬ 

lish wine. 1 continue to be 
amazed at the excellent quality 
of the 1995 vintage here with 
its light, white, fragrant, 
grapey. crisply acidic style. 
Even more surprising is its 
ability to grow old gracefully. I 
have also tasted a few 1996s. 
widely acknowleged to be one 
of the less successful years 
beset by mi)dew from damp, 
humid days and insufficient 
sunshine. But again I was 
astonished by its refreshing, 
spritzv drinkabflity. 

It has taken the English and 
Welsh wine industry more 
than 50 years to grow up but 
the wait has been worth it- We 
now have 400-odd vineyards 
in England and Wales, with 
about 2500 acres of vines 
producing an average erf 2 
million litres annually. 

In the early days there were 
so few vineyards 
that progress was k 
slow. English 
vignerons retied \L 
(not always sensi- \W) 
bly) on die British Jr 
bulldog spirit to KR i 
produce wine 'to') 
from north-facing 
frost-pocket vine- 
yards attacked by 
predators as di- J] O 
verse as birds and j 
badgers. 

By 1967 there R 
were still only 25 MI 
vineyards in the 
south of England JBRfc 
and very few else- • 
where. But slowly, 
throughout the 1970s and 
1980s, English wine quality 
began to improve as the basics 
of good viticulture began to be 
understood, along with the 
need for open, south-facing, 
sunny, well drained slopes, 
situated inland away from 
damaging salty sea breezes. 
Most English vineyards will 
continue to be a compromise, 
though. 

If England's grape growers 
took longer than necessary to 
acquire vital 1990s viticulture] 
skills, they are still struggling 
with inadequate technical 
knowledge. It has taken im¬ 
ported wine makers like the 
Australian-trained John Wor- 
ontschaJc, from the Harvest 
Wine Group based at Thames 
Valley Vineyard in Berkshire, 
to show us the way. This lack 
of proper winemaking skills 
continues to dog the industry. 
Few faulty English wines now 
achieve national distribution, 
but dull, plastic-scented bottles 
continue to slip through the 
national net (for example, the 
1996 Leeford Vineyard Lightly 
Oaked bottle on sale at Marks 
& Spencer for £4.99). 

One hazard English and 
Welsh grape growers cannot 
escape is the BBC or “blasted 
British climate”. The effects of 
global warming may have 
encouraged longer, hotter 
summers but frost, hail and 

rain continue to ruin our 

annual grape crop. Britain is 
on the northern extreme of 
Europe's cool-climate viticui. 
tural zone. Late spring frosts 
and wet summers savagely 
reduce crops most years. And 
although southern England lm 
has longer hours of daytigfo " 
than the Continent, long Indi¬ 
an summers, when our grapes 
can benefit from this climatic 
boost, are rare. 

On the plus side has been 
the emergence of a genuine 
English wine style. Gone are 
the ersatz, sweet, Germanic 
imitations and in their place is 
a fresher, drier, more delicate¬ 
ly floral style. Germany’s mai¬ 
ler thurgau grape is the most 
common variety here, fol¬ 
lowed by seyval blanc, the 
French hybrid, and another 
two German varieties, reich- 
ensteiner and schdnburger. A 
keenly priced exam ple of an 
English blend dominated by , 

the bacchus grape A 
, is tiie 1995 Yellow- 
^ hammer, a light. 

Of floral, zesty bottle 
^ at £3.49 from 
(p?9 Oddbins. One 

UP m 9“^ 
and intensity of 

SA .- jA flavour is the 1995 
51gvpn Thames Valley 

Regatta, a multi- 
grape blend on 

j JTF sale at Oddbins 
\ for £4.49 and 

Tesco at £5.49, 
\ M I whose spicy. 

flinty, yet stittJb 
iMP ral style I enjqyei 

Chapel JCtom. 
based at T6fe- 

den in Kent is also acquiring! 
reputation for its well executed 
range made by David 
Cowderoy, another Austra¬ 
lian-trained winemaker. Skip 
the basic Summerhill Whitt 
and plump for the seyval 
blanc-based Summerhill 
Oaked instead. This is 
Waitrose’s Wine of the Month, 
for April and is a £3.99 dean'£ 
oaky, peachy wonder. Tesco 
and the Co-Op also stock it for 
the same price. . All English wines toid to 

make good spriMintD- 
summer aperitifs md 

the intensely aromatic ■ foe- 
chus grape is thisj^ntrifhefl. 
The best of this bunch was™ 
1995 Chiddingstone_ Bacchus 
Dry whose aromatitanfodal 
and barley-sugar scetff is 
worth experiencing.- but y® 
will have to gd to Browns 
Hotel. London Wl, to taste it 
(£4 a glass) or buy it for £S09a 
bottle direct from the vraeyani 
(01892 871400). The top 1996 ffl 
this tasting was the ekgart. 
dry, spritzy green 1996 Three 
Choirs Estate Premium (Thre¬ 
sher Group, Salisbury's and 
Morrisons, £3.99). a 
potcb of England’s most wide¬ 
ly planted grapes. 

Here’s to St George. 

NEXT WEEK: 
Spring nestings. 

STAR BUYS 

1996 Maftre d’Estoumel, 1995 MaftrecFEstoumet, 
Bordeaux Blanc, Oddbins, Bordeaux Rouge, Oddbins, • 
£5.99 £5.99 

Jean Guillaume Prats, like 
his father Bruno, is a canny 
Bordeaux merchant who 
learnt earty the vital 
relationship between wine's 
quality and price. So pay 

marginally 
more for this 
and relish 
the extra dollop 
of zesty, 
herbaceous 
font, lire 
many new- 
wave, 
citrussy 
Bordeaux 
whites, this 
one is 
maunlya 
sauvignon 
blend with 
semilion. 

Unsurprisingly, for a house 
whose top darets are second- 
growth Cos d'Estoumel 
and its impressive but naw- 
pricey new second wine 
Pagodes de Cos, this claret 

isagatna 
gft good cut 
||i| above the 
S Bordeaux non": 

Its elegant, 
mature fruft is 
/eady for 

PQB drinking now 
and. with 
simple roast.. 

. meatslite. 
steak or chop5* 
shows the : 

claret from 
an excellent 

BEST OF THE REST 
Somerfiaid and Gateway's spring deals continue to astotM ; 
with El .30 off their juicy 1995 Chilean Cabernet Sauvignon-. 
(£2.99) from the top quality La Rosa winery. The same .’F/ 
generous discount also applies to Cottln'e basic 1996 • -• 
Somerfield White Burgundy and the deeply toothsome 1996 . •• 
Buzet Cuvee 44, both £3.69. Offer ends April 28. 
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TheTi 
In late spring, try an adventurous 

culinary delicacy — a freshly 
cooked seagull’s egg (or maybe two) What makes a delicacy? 

Is it purely arbitrary? 
Does it vary from cul¬ 
ture to culture? Is it to 

do with rarity value and cost, like 
caviare and lobster? 

There might also be an element 
of danger or daring, such as eating 
the poisonous fugu fish in Japan 
and wild mushrooms in Finland. In 
certain cultures some foods are 
regarded as delicacies, the eating of 
which is frowned on in others: for 
example, frogs’ legs in France and 
dogs in China. 

A delicacy is perhaps all of the 
above, but to me it is to do with 
being curious and adventurous, 
rather than having a sophisticated 
palate. The first person who ate a 
raw oyster or decided to salt and eat 
raw sturgeon’s eggs must have had 
a very' adventurous palate. 

Seasonality rather than rarity 
denotes delicacies for me, and the 
mystique that allows you to cat 
foods at certain times of the year 
and not others. With that defini¬ 
tion. I would rather have a large 

basket of delicacies: black truffles 
in February: the first wild salmon 
in early spring: gulls’ eggs in late 
April: English asparagus in May; 
Cornish crab in June: grouse in 
August: native oysters on Septem¬ 
ber 1; white truffles in November. 

For me, a delicacy is savoury and 
has had as little done to it as 
possible to make it palatable. Many 
of our delicacies in Europe come 
from the sea, but in other land¬ 
locked cultures they are things that 
creep, crawl and fly. 

There is one type of delicacy in 
which there seems to be an element 
of universality: fungus — truffles in 
France and Italy: hallucinogenic 
mushrooms in Finland; bamboo 
fungus and flower mushrooms in 
China: huitlacoche or com fungus 
in Mexico. 

1 have no direct experience of 
eating brightly coloured mush¬ 
rooms in Finland, but other fungus 
I know to be delicious, as well as 
highly prized and expensive. At this 
time of year, those in the know will 

be out looking for morels, the wOd 
mushrooms of late spring with 
their incomparable taste and tex¬ 
ture. They are also good with 
chicken, an organic or traditional 
free-range bird, perhaps a Label 
Rouge poulet noir or, if you want to 
push the boat out. a real poulet de 
Bresse. 

Apart from a fondness for fungi, 
cultural differences are quite 
marked with delicacies. Distinc¬ 
tively textured foods are enjoyed by 
many, yet loathed by others. Jefly¬ 
fish, sea cucumber and other 
crunchy, gelatinous foods are an 
important element in Chinese gas¬ 
tronomy. Tripe, pigs’ ears, tails and 
trotters are also enjoyed there, as 
well as in the Iberian peninsula. I 
admit to a deep fondness for these 
dishes, sticky and crunchy at the 
same time. As they require a good 
deal of attention in the kitchen this, 
in a sense, brings them into the 
realms of luxury as well as delicacy. 

Most societies probably need 
over-valued goods which provide 
something to aspire to. whether it is 
a house, a car. a designer dress or a 
pot of caviare. But men come the 
imitators — if we cannot afford real 
balsamic vinegar, someone will 
spot a commercial opportunity and 
make us a pale copy of the real 
thing. 

At this time of year, my delicacy 
of choice is a seagull’s egg. Or two. 

Because of EU regulations, 
butchers and game dealers, who 
sell gulls’ eggs in the late spring 
season, are not allowed to cook 
them an die same premises where 
meat is being prepared. This 
means you cannot always get them 
freshly cooked but unrefrigerated. 
Like most things, gulls' eggs taste 
best freshly cooked. So I derided to 
order and code them myself under 
the guidance of Allens of Mount 
Street west London (0171-499 5831). 
supplier of fine meat and game to 
top holds and restaurants in 
London. 

In a good gull’s egg, when cooked 
and tested, the egg white will show 
an opalescent blue-white- In a bad 
egg, the yolk will simply not cook 
and remains runny. It will also 
smell “off". To examine the cooked 
egg, pierce and slightly open the 
shell at each end with a skewer. 

To cook up to a dozen gulls’ eggs, 
put in cold water, bring to the boil 
and boil for 5-6 minutes. Drain the 
eggs, run them under odd water 

Frances Bis sell 
and. when cold, carry out the test 
described above, then serve. 

Gulls’ eggs are eaten with a little 
celery salt and perhaps some bread 
and butter. What to drink? Since 
they are not an inexpensive treat, 
you will probably want to open a 
special bottle. Mature vintage 
champagne and fine old while 
burgundy are highly recommen¬ 
ded. We have also tried good cava 
and a very old dry Oloroso. 

Quail eggs do not have the same 
value attached to them because 
they are now so readily available. If 
you have the time and inclination, 
these delicate small eggs can be 
turned into all manner of dainties 
— fried and served with tiny young 

asparagus spears; poached and 
served on miniature muffins as 
eggs Benedict; boiled, shelled and 
served in a sauce in a nest of green 
tagliolinj; not to mention as salad 
garnishes or even individual quail 
egg omelettes. But quail eggs are 
not a good idea for large numbers, 
unless you pile them, hard-boiled, 
in a basket, hand round seasoned 
salt, and let your guests help 
themselves and shell their own 
eggs. Quail eggs for two to four is a 
manageable plan, bur for six or 
more it is asking for trouble, unless 
you have someone to help you. 
They are devilishly fiddly and 
difficult to shell: here is one' of my 
favourite ways of serving them. 

Baked quail eggs in potatoes 

12 smaN potatoes, weighing about 

Preheat the wen to 1S0C, gas 
mark 4. Brush the potatoes inside 
and out with melted buner, season 
lightly and stand them on an oiled 
baking tray. Carefully crack a quail 
egg into each potato. Place in the 
tap half of the wen. and bake for 
5-8 minutes. Serve immediately. 

This next recipe is inexpensive 
and produces a rich, sticky, slow- 
cooked dtsh which will, more or 
less, look after itself in your oven. 
You can cook it for even longer in a 
slower oven and have a warming 
dish to come back to on a cool 
spring evening. By the time they 
are cooked, the pigs’ trotters will 
have collapsed into tender morsels. 

Braised pigs* trotters with 
mushrooms and black beans 
Serves 4_ 

4 pigs' trotters_ 
2 onions ~ 

Salt and freshly ground pepper 2 sticks celery 

50g unsalted butter, melted 2 leeks 

12 quail eggs 2 or 3 dices of ginger 

Wash and scrub the potatoes. If 
new. they should not need peeling. 
With a melon bailer or sharp 
grapefruit spoon, scoop out a 
hollow in each potato large enough 
to hold the quail egg. and remove a 
very thin slice from the bottom to 
allow it to stand flat. Put the 
hollowed-out potatoes in a pan of 
salted water and boil briskly until 
just cooked. Drain. 

ALAN ADLER 

4 cloves garlic 
i-2ttosp fermented Mack beans 
1 bouquet garni_ 

300ml pork or chicken stock or a 
mixture of rice wine and water 
Freshty ground black pepper_ 

%tsp five-spice powder_ 

150g fresh shiitake or oyster 
mushrooms_ 
150g button or cap mushrooms 

Wash and dry the pigs* trotters and 
lay them in the bottom of the 
casserole. Peel and thinly slice the 
vegetables and lay them on top. 
Add the ginger, garlic and beans, 
bouquet garni, the stock, or wine 
mixture, and the pepper and spices. 
Cook for three hours at 170C. gas 
mark 3. After two hours add the 
fresh mushrooms. 

Before serving, you might like to 
strain off most of the juice, reduce it 
by half, season to taste and return it 
to the pot. Serve with a bowl of rice 
and some stir-fried oriental greens, 
with a mango sorbet to finish. 

If the mango is very ripe, this 
sorbet should be sweet enough 
without adding any sugar. 

Mango sorbet 
Serves 4_ 
2 ripe mangobs_ 

Unsweetened apple juice_ 

Slice the mangoes in half down 
both sides of the stone and scoop 
out all the flesh from the skins into 
a measuring jug. Remove as much 
flesh as possible from the stone. 
Pour into a blender or food proces¬ 
sor and blend until smooth- 

Next add apple juice to make up 

THE PERFECT 
ROAST CHICKEN 

CHOOSE (lie most expensive 
bird you can afford: an organic 
chicken wfll give a thick crisp 
skin, flavonrfiil meal which does 
not fall apart when you bile into ii 
and good stock When you bod up 
the carcass. 

■ YOU NEED for three to four 
people: a 1.25kg chicken, one bay 
led. two doves, half a lemon, salt 
and pepper. 

■ METHOD: Remove any ex¬ 
cess fai from the body cavity. 
Spike the bay leaf with the doves 
and tuck this into the cavity. Rub 
the bird all over with the cut 
lemon, squeezing (he juice over 
the bird, and then put the half 
lemon inside. Lightly season in¬ 
side and out. and place the 
chicken on its side on a nick in the 
roasting tin. 

Roast for 20 minutes in a 
preheated oven ai200C. gas mark 
6. Tum on to its other side and 
roast at (he same temperature for 
20 minutes. Finally, nun the 
chicken on its back and roast for 
about 15 minutes to brown it 
nicely. Juices, which are released 
when you pierce the inner thigh 
with a skewer, should be dear 
and not pink. 

Transfer the chicken to a serv¬ 
ing planer- 

■ SERVE: Try serving with a 
simple gravy. 

Skim and discard the fat from 
die pan juices and transfer them 
to a saucepan. Add a splash or 
two of die wine you wQ] serve 
with the chicken and simmer for 
five minutes. If you wish, thicken 
with a little potato flour or 
cornflour. 

Next week: 
The perfect macaroni cheese 

to 600ml and blend once more. 
Taste and blend in some icing 
sugar if the mixture is too bland, 
keeping in mind that it will almost 
certainly have much less flavour 
when frozen. 

Freeze, either in a sorbetiere or 
automatic ice-cream maker, ac¬ 
cording to directions. 

e Frances Bterati1996 

NEXT WEEK: 
Fusion cooking 

CONSUMING INTERESTS: MICRO-BREWERY BEERS 

In recent years hundreds of small 
breweries have opened to add variety to 

Britain's beers. 
1 sampled a selection of beverages from 

those micro-breweries willing to contemplate 
mail order operations, but some of the beers 
are also available in pubs locally, or even in 

supermarkets nationwide. AS those tried had a 
distinctive appeal and offered something 
noticeably different from the big brewers’ 
output All microbreweries offer other beers in 
varying styles. Worth a look. 

Robin young 

Nethergate Umbel Ale, 
£20.95for 12 500ml bottles, 
from Nethergale Brewery 
Co. H-13 High Street, Clare, 
Suffolk. CO 10 SHY {OI787 
277244). A Iso available from 
Tesco. 
Claims: “A class apart 
Traditionally brewed with 
whole leaf hops, best 
quality malted barley and 
coriander." OG 1039, ABV 
3.8 per cent. 
Verdict: The most 
distinctive and flavoursome of 
uli the beers on trial. As a 
coriander addict, 1 found this 
warmly spicy product 
particularly appealing and 
well-crafted. Worth 
seeking out. 

inquest 
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Alexander’s Downfall, 
(j ?? for a four-pint flagon. 

Burntisland Brewery, 

S3 Burntisland, Fife, KY3 
9AA (01592873333). 
Claims: Brewed in 
Scotland. OG 1045, ABV A3 
percent 
Verdict: A decent enough 
beer with lots of flavour, but 
an acrid edge, which I did 
not particularly like. ★12 

Dorothy Goodbody’5 
Wholesome Stout 500ml. 
£18for 16, from Wye 
Valley Brewery, 60 St Owen 
St, Hereford, HR12JQ 
(01432342546/274968). 
Claims: “A bottler 
conditioned beer.”OG 1049. 
ABV 4.9 per cent 
Verdict: A smooth, well- 
rounded stout, brimming 
with a strong burnt 
flavour, but my bottle suffered 
from frothy over¬ 
enthusiasm- * 

St Peter's Golden Ale. £2 
a bottle, from St Peter's 
Brewery. South Elmham. 
Bungay. Suffolk NR35INQ 
(01986782322). 

MORE 
FOOD & DRINK 

IN 

Jonathan Meades 
on AJ San 

Vincenzo; plus 
life in a restaurant 

kitchen 

Claims: OG 1044. ABV 4.7 
percent. 
Verdict: A stylishly bottled 
topaz-coloured lager-like ale 
from a husband-and-wife 
team. Very, dean, pleasing, 
civilised and refreshing, 
but I do not find the sharpish 
beer quite as beautiful as 
its flagon, irkht 

Fresh Natural Beer, 
£20.5(5for 24. from Freedom 
Brewing Co, The 
Coachworks. 80 Parsons 
Lane, London SW6 4HU 
(0171-7317372). 
Claims: “Beer from the 
first lager microfrrewcry in 
the UK." An 
unpasteurised premium 
lager, available in 100 
London bars and at Tesco. 
Verdict: Smooth and tasty, 
vying with Samuel Smith's as 
my favourite among 
British lagers, though 1 still 
Sunk “British" and "lager" 
are a contradiction in terms. 
*★* 

Frog Island Croak & 
Stagger, £1035 for three, 

from Frog Island Brewery. 
The Mailings. Westbridge, St 
James Road, 
Northampton. NN5 5HS 
(01604 5S7772). 

Claims “The recipe uses 
the finest raw materials to 
ensure a hand-crafted 
of a beer." OG 1066, ABV 5-6 
percent 
Verdict: A bittersweet 
bottle-conditioned beer with a 
complex and intriguing 
series of flavours: sweetly 
fruity at first, then 
vigorously malty. A cold- 
weather winner, 

A little touch of spice 

The owners in preparation 

Akbor believes it is the 
ingredients and not the basic 
recipes that make authentic 
Indian cuisine different from 
the version served in Britain’s 
curry houses. Authentic Indi¬ 
an food does not contain so 
much meat because “meat is 
too expensive for many people. 
In Bangladesh people tend to 

eat a lot more fish. 
The fish is stripped 
off the bane and 
fried with onions 
and then put in a 
curry. On special 
occasions there is 
Hilsha fish which 
is prepared by 
scraping the meat 
out of the fish. It is 
then mixed with 
onion, coriander, 
green chillies and 
egg. It is crushed 
together into balls 

and then fried." 

‘Food in 
Bangladesh 
was fresh 
as it was 
gathered 

daily* 

Joe Warwick 
discovers not all 
Indian food is 

what it seems: a 
lot is Bangladeshi 

HOME COOKING Like three-quarters of 
all those working in 
Britain's Indian res¬ 
taurants, Akbor Ali, 

whose Penge restaurant 
Belash Tandoori recently won 
a special recommendation at 
the Carlton Food Awards, is 
actually from Bangladesh. 

In Akbor*s opinion, this 
misconception was never a 
marketing ploy, but rather a 
misunderstanding perpetuat¬ 
ed by Bangladeshis who came 
to Britain with very little 
English in the Fifties. When 
as ted where they came from 
they said India, “because it 
was easier than trying to 
explain about Bangladesh." he 
explains. The 
Belash Tandoori 
which Akbor runs 
with Ali Anfor, his 
cousin, has been 
open for 27 years. 
The two cousins 
took over last year. 

Akbor followed 
his lather to Eng¬ 
land from Bangla¬ 
desh at the age of 
ten in 1976. Unsur¬ 
prisingly, he suf¬ 
fered an immediate 
culture shock. "It 
was quite hard for me adjust¬ 
ing to the weather. I found it 
difficult anting to terms with 
the language too. Itwas bitter¬ 
ly cold in Oldham where I first 
moved to. 1 was not used to 
that." He diplomatically 
described his experience with 
English school dinners as "all 
right." but found that as a 
practising Muslim, there were 
limits to what he could con¬ 
sume. 

When he was a boy in 
Bangladesh die food was 
fresh, with everything from 
chicken to vegetables gathered 
daily. His favourite dish was 
chicken korma: “My korma 
would have whole onions, but 
the size of spring onions, and 
we’d take all the chicken off 
die bone. It had a really nice 
flavour that you can't get here 
— the sauce was different” 

One of his most vivid memo¬ 
ries of his early childhood in 
Bangladesh is the hierarchy of 
group meal times. "There 
would be two seating shifts at 
hutch and dinner every day, 
with beween 30 and 40 
people," he recalls. The daily 
gatherings would consist of 
his family, friends and those 
who worked with the family. 
“The men would sit down first 
They would ear their meal and 
have a talk. When they had 
finished the women would 
come in and they would have 
their meal." More poignantly, 
he recalls the warm atmo¬ 
sphere of weddings and other 
special occasions with food 
being cooked outdoors under 
woodfire grills. 

Akbor started working in 
restaurants at the age of 15 in 

Ali Anfor. left, with Channel Fs Jennifer Hughes and Akbor Ali on National Curry Day 

Britain. He developed his 
cooking skills gradually 
through his experience ar vari¬ 
ous restaurants, but it was his 
mother who first taught him 
how to cook. "She was die 
expert." he explains. He has 
never strayed far from his 
native cuisine, having never 
toadied pasta or Chinese food 
(wrtfi the exception of prawn 
crackers). “There’s nothing 
wrong with different cuisines.” 
he says. “It’s just that none of it 
is spicy enough for me.” A colourful dish from Ali and Akboris Bangladeshi kitchen 
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Listed building? Don’t give it house room r 

Owners of 
heritage homes 
say bureaucrats 
are making their 
lives wretched. 
Rachel Kelly 

reports_ 

DESJENSON 

Buyers once delighted in 
the status of owning a 
listed building. Now they 
increasingly despair. 

A new dub representing owners 
of the country's 362J70 listed 
buildings reports that members are 
complaining about the cost and 
hassle of owning listed property. 
The Listed Property Owners Club 
was set up three years ago to 
provide information for those who 
own or live in listed buildings. Now 
it has become a shoulder for its 
2.000 members to cry on. 

Terrance Bradley is typical. Mr 
Bradley. 41. a civil servant, bought 
a Grade 11 coachhouse in 
Red bourn, near St Albans in Hert¬ 
fordshire. with his wife 18 months 
ago. Ever since he has been 
wrangling with the conservation 
officer at St Albans district coundl. 

"Conservation officers don't 
work by logic," he says. “There are 
so many hypocrisies and anoma¬ 
lies. it is unbelievable. They seem to 
think that every home owner wants 
to destroy the house he lives in." 

Mr Bradley says the council has 
blocked all plans — from improv¬ 
ing the windows to adding a garage 
— for his four-bedroom house, once 
owned by the Queen Mother's 
family, the Bowes Lyons. When he 
asked the coundl if he could have a 
metal chimney flue coming out of 
die back of the house (which 
overlooks a car park) the coundl 
said it was unsightly, despite the 
fact that many other listed build¬ 
ings in the area possess similar 
flues. The rejection is currently 
subject to appeal. 

When he wanted to replace the 
standard modem windows with 
sash windows more in keeping 
with the house's character, he was 
refused permission. Mr Bradley 
says the council argued that it could 
not be certain that those were the 
windows the house had in 1790. 

"It is completely illogical." says 
Mr Bradley, who points out that 
the modem windows were added 
by the last owner. It seems the 
coundl is trying to preserve a 20th- 
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Terrance Bradley. “Conservation officers seem to think that every home owner wants to destroy the house they live in” 

century window frame In its 
defence, a coundl spokesman in¬ 
sists “fake Georgian sashes would 
give a confusing picture of the 
original form of the building". He 
adds: “The clumsy windows Mr 
Bradley has now are not approved 
and do not represent our advice." 

‘English Heritage always wants 

you to make repairs but you have 
to pay for these repairs yourself’ 

Most of the brickwork 
had been lined with 
traditional lime puny 
and horsehair by the 

previous owner. But when Mr 
Bradley wanted to do the same to 
the back wall the coundl refused 
permission. "Everything is subjec¬ 
tive with them, not objective as it 
should be." he says. 

The coundl takes a different 
view. “Mr Bradley was not refused 
permission. It was suggested we 
should agree a sample panel and 
we commented unfavourably on 
the first one. Our advice on more 
suitable materials was ignored and 
the results can be judged." 

Peter Anslow runs the Listed 
Property Owners Gub and deals 

with the 40 complaints a week. 
“People are surprised by the restric¬ 
tions placed on them," he says. 

Under the 1990 Planning Act it is 
a criminal offence to alter or extend 
a listed building in such a way that 
its character is affected without 
consent from your planning auth¬ 
ority. Penalties can be severe: fines 
running into thousands of pounds 
or even imprisonment As a spokes¬ 
man for English Heritage says, 
“even minor work such as painting 
may affect the character of a listed 
building”. Anyone wishing to make 
changes to a fisted building must 
apply for consent Mr Anslow says: 
“Conservation officers can be 
highly demanding and often people 
can't afford the changes." 

Though VAT is waived on alter¬ 
ations to listed buildings, repairs 
are liable to the full 17.5 per cent 
Mr Anslow says: “We would like 
VAT to be free on all work on listed 
buildings, but this is not likely to 
happen.” There also appear to be 
strange anomalies in the system. 
Underpinning, for example, is con¬ 
sidered an extension and does not 
attract any tax. The annoying thing 
is, as Mr Anslow explains, “that 
English Heritage always asks you 
to repair but you have to pay for 
these repairs yourself". 

A spokesman for English Heri¬ 
tage says: “It is in the interests of 
the owner of a listed building to 
look after lus asset English Heri¬ 
tage has no power to ask anyone to 

repair anything. Only local auth¬ 
orities have this power and they use 
it extremely rarely." 

Most members join the club 
because of the problems they are 
facing, Mr Anslow says. “On top of 
all the planning problems facing 
owners of listed biddings is the 
issue of money,” he says. “Every¬ 
body is looking for a "grant, bur 
grants are almost non-existent." 

English Heritage policy is gener¬ 
ally to restrict grants to Grade I 
and Grade 11*properties (6 percent 
of all listed buildings). Local au¬ 
thorities have a wider scope for 
grants but many people are left 
frustrated. Mr Anslow says: "Con¬ 
servation officers have a limited 
budget and there is little uniformity 
in the way grants are distributed.” 

The club has recently launched a 
loan package in collaboration with 
the American bank MBNA Inter¬ 
national for those with assets but 
restrained by a lack of capital. 

• The Listed Property Owners Club: 
01795-844 939. 

DREAM HOUSE OR HORNET'S NESl? 
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Adam Barnard outrideltus parents’ listed home in Barnes 

EIGHT years ago my parents bought a five-bedroom I8th-centajy 
town house overlooking the Thames in Barnes, southwest London. The 
house was beautiful, atmospheric and well-located; better still, the 
modernisation it required kept the price well below El million. 

We relished the challenge of restoring the property. My father, a 
businessman, had always fancied himselfas an architect My mother was 
a frustrated interior decorator, but the house needed a lot of work. The 
previous owner had abandoned the top floor, and heating, electricity awl 
water had to be brought up-to-date by half a century. Wallpaper and 
carpets were in poor condition, and some structural issues — the sloping 
floor in the upstairs kitchen, for example — demanded our attention, but 
nothing was beyond redemption. 

A little organising and decision-making, and. in about nine months, we ^ 
decided we would have our new home. 

It would ail. in fad. have been fine, but for one crucial factor. The house 
was Grade H listed. Everything we did would have to be approved by the 
local councD and, ultimately. English Heritage. 

As we understood it. the house was listed to preserve the 1775 features - 
the brickwork, the stableyard, the coachhouse, the old servants’ quarters 
in the cellar — which were dearly of historical interest But when 
Richmond coundl asked us to keep wood panelling in a cupboard, which 
had existed for less than 100 years, or tried to prevent us restoring a 
passage which had been in the original house, we lost patience. 

Letters were written and heated phone calls exchanged. Historical 
records were obtained and the advice of period architects sought Our 
architect was Peregrine Bryant an expert in his field with 25 years' 
experience. He remembers the disputes as “a real bore". He says: “There 

was so much correspondence, so 
much waiting. We all had a little 
bit of historical knowledge yet 
everyone came to different conclu¬ 
sions. 1 remember getting into a 
terrible rage with the local autb- / 
ority waiting for them to make up A 
their minds. Time is money." 
Agreement on the design of “suit¬ 
able” front railings (the issue being 
whether the gate should be made a 
quarter of an inch wider] took 
almost a year. We received only 
£3,000 from the local council for 
restoration work that cost well 
over £100.000. And the £3.000 was 
not even a grant — it was an 
interest-free loan. 

Front railings: took a year to _ 
get permission to erect AD AM BARNARD 

JOHN D WOOD & CO. 
London and Country Estate Agents Established 1872 
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HAMPSHIRE - Wyck Price Guide; £725,000 
A beautifully presented bam conversion with entertainment/annexe facilities, in a hamlet 

Extween Famhaui and AJton. 5 beds. 3 baths, dressing roam, galleried drawing room, 2 recaps, 
dining haU, kitchen, garaging, landscaped gardens, ponds and grounds. About 25 acres. 

FARNHAM OFFICE: 01252 737115 
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NEW KINGS ROAD, SW6. Freehold Offers in the region of £500,000 
A handsome lttth century house. Grade □ listed, on four Poors with on internal floor area of 

approximately 234 sq m (2518 sq ft) and a tiff garden. 

FULHAM OFFICE 0171 7314223 

BERKSHIRE - Chieveley Price Guide: £180,000 
A large bungalow, in need of some modernisation, with a south-fa ring garden and 

paddock, on the edge of the village. 3 bedrooms, bathroom, hall, 2 reception rooms, 
kitchen, cloakroom and garage. In all about 05 ha (0.9 acres). 

NEWBURY OFFICE 01635 523225 

HEAD OFFICE: 
CUKZOX STREET, LONDON' WlY 8L.D. 0171-493 4106 

FAX: 0171-629 6071 http://www.johndivood.co.uk 

RUSHOLME ROAD, SW15. Freehold £660,000 
A charming, semi-detached period house with high ceilings, character features and 

a south-east facing garden of about 23m (77r). 6 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 reception rooms, 
kitchen, conservatory, cloakroom and front garden. 

WIMBLEDON OFFICE 0181-944 7172 

i PASSMORE 
STREET, SW1. 

A newly decorated 

f juweshs: x. Ti-v-r teiMssaasBm house on three floors. 
with flench windows 

r h -r r- i^i jliiiflnyTpTfWB^^r i T from the dining room 
into the garden. 

Ac- '.NT - a-T> 4 bedrooms. 
2 bathrooms. 

2 reception rooms. 
kitchen, balcony 

and garage. 

Lease to 2078 

£715,000 

fcfa 1 
BELGRAVIA 

VI- .. . OFFICE 

0171 730 9854 

nATTEKSEA, BELGRAVIA, CHELSEA, CIRENCESTER, EAST GRINSTEAD 
EARN HAM, FULHAM, HAMPSTEAD. KENSINGTON 

LYMINGTON, MA’tFAIK. NEWEL RA. OXFORD. ST. toil VS WOOD 
WANDSWORTH, WIMBLEDON. WINCHESTER, HONG KONG ' 

WILTSHIRE - Chelworth Price Guide: £295,000 
A superb bam conversion with excellent accommodation, a large garden and extensive ' 

views over open countryside. 4 bedrooms, shower room, bathroom, cloakroom, 3 reception 
rooms, entrance/dining hall, kitchen, utility room, 2 garages and parking. 

CIRENCESTER OFFICE- 01285 642244 

w, • i»w4?iisSi 
KENSINGTON PARK MEWS, Wll. Freehold £435,000 

In a mews entered through an electronic security gate, a charming house with a roof 
terrace and south-facing pa be. 2/3 bedrooms, dressing room, bathroom, shower room, 

2/3 reception rooms. 2 kitchens, cloakroom and private parking. 

KENSINGTON OFFICE 0171 727 0705 

OXFORDSHIRE - Goring on Thames Prices from £159,000 
Lloseto Goring High Street and the Thames, a quality development of 2-4 bedroom 

apartments, within an Edwardian house set in its own grounds, with good rail and 
road communicatiotK to London. 

NEWBURY OFFICE 01635 523225 

LETTINGS AND MANAGEMENT: 
To let your house* or fl.it in London & Surrey: 0171-232 0100 

South of the vu 01730 S29S99 « North of the Ml 01865 311522 
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Noah - we could do with some help 
Global warming is not the only cause of 
storms and floods; new homes and roads 

all add to the problem, says Nick Nuttall It was a flood of biblical 
proportions. Vast tracts of 
western England were 
plunged under massive flood- 

waters as the River Severn burst its 
banks. Hundreds of thousands of 
acres of farmland were swamped. 
Homes and settlements were 
washed away. At the peak of the 
flooding, the river measured up to 
12 miles across as for upstream as 
Gloucester. Areas of south Wales 
were badly affected, parts of Bristol 
were washed away after flood 
banks at Avonmouth were 
breached and an estimated 2.U00 
people lost their lives. 

As thousands of communities 
and householders, from Worcester¬ 
shire across to parts of East Anglia, 
mop up this week alter the worst 
floods in living memory, they will 
/eel (nor unreasonably) that they 
arc victims of a unique calamity. 

Few of them will even have heard 
of thar terrible event on the Severn, 
the worst flood ever recorded in 
Great Britain. It was triggered 
when swollen waters and heavy 
rains flowed down the river to meet 
a tidal surge coming up the estuary 
— all of 392 years ago. 

Since then there have been at 
least ten other significant floods 
apart from last week’s, the most 
recent being the flash flood which 
swamped 100 homes and busi¬ 
nesses in Pblperro, Cornwall, four 
years ago. 

Floods and extreme weather are 
a fact of life. But the way man has 
planned his settlements, in almost 
a Canute-like fashion, has sharp¬ 
ened nature's sting. In addition, a 
number of factors ranging from 
global warming to a demand for 
millions of new homes means the 
risk of serious flooding is rising 
rather than receding, despite heavy 
investments in flood defences. 

The trouble is that man has 
always been attracted to flood- 
prone areas — they are the best for 
port developments, for river 
crossings and for water supplies. 
Recently, the emphasis for home- 
owners has been on picturesque 
settings and leisure activities. Dur¬ 
ing this century, the scale of 
development of homes, offices, 
shopping centres and other build¬ 
ings on flood-prone coasts like East 
Anglia, and along river basins like 

the Thames, has accelerated enor¬ 
mously. In 1947. Maidenhead hod 
only 790 properties at risk from 
flooding. By 1990 the number had 
grown to 2300. 

“Settlement has always been 
attracted to flood plains and to river 
corridors in particular, but it has 
only been in recent years, as the 
extent and rate of development 
have increased, that the true risks 
haw come to be recognised," says 
Dr Geoff Mance, of the Environ¬ 
ment Agency. 

In does, rivers swollen by heavy 
rains would once have gradually 
seeped across water meadows and 
flood plains. But the foundations of 
buildings act as dams causing 
water levels to build up: then the 
flooding upstream gets wiorse. 
Many rivers have also been artifi¬ 
cially diverted or squeezed and 
"canalised'* by high-sided walls to 
protect developments sprawling 
along river banks. 

Engineering has reduced the 
frequency of floods but intensified 
the devastation during extreme 
weather when rivers suddenly 
overwhelm walls and defences. 
Concrete and Tarmac towns, roads 
and motorways act as imperme¬ 
able skins so that rainwater washes 
down drains and culverts into 
already swollen rivers and streams 
rather than soaking away into the 
soil and underground aquifers. 

There are other man-made fac¬ 
tors. A report on the floods which 
hit Sussex and swamped Chiches¬ 
ter in the winter of 199394 put the 
blame partly on the fact that the 
River La van t, which rose four times 
its normal level, had been diverted 
through the city centre. Surround¬ 
ing roads and sand'and gravel pits 
acted as barriers, blocking swollen 
ground waters from passing to the 
harbour. 

The situation is further aggrav¬ 
ated by the fact that water tables 
under many big cities are returning 
to historical levels, with the decline 
of heavy industry and the migra¬ 
tion of big water users, like brewer¬ 
ies, to edge-of-town sites. In 
London, die table is rising by two 
metres a year and will soon put 
deep basements, the Tube and 
some underground car parks at 
risk from flooding. About two 
million hectares of land in England 

Aerial view of houses surrounded by flood water in Banbury, Oxfordshire, last week. Experts warn that such disasters will occur more frequently in Britain 

and Wales are now vulnerable to 
flooding from rivers and the sea. 

The defences cost the Environ¬ 
ment Agency more than half its 
annua] midget (at least £250million 
annually). The defences are not 
designed to be foolproof but they 
are expected to avert national 
catastrophe when enormous 
storms or flood waters occur. 

The agency and the Department 
of the Environment, Transport and 
the Regions have recently issued 
guidelines aimed at steering dev¬ 
elopment away from flood-prone 
areas. The agency is also trying to 
reduce the extent to which roads 

and building schemes add to 
floods. Some motorways are now 
built with large storage ponds to 
collect surface water which can 
later be released to river systems. 
The NEC in Birmingham has a 
giant lake which does the same job. As Dr Mance says, “We are 

trying to encourage new 
thinking.** So the agency 
is looking at porous pave¬ 

ments, which will allow rainwater 
to drain away from city.centres and 
roads, and storage ponds for 
houses which will collect rainwater 
from the roof, hold it and pump it 

on to gardens during dry spells. 
However, all these schemes could 
be dwarfed by climate change and 
geological movements. Sea levels 
around parts of the coast have 
already risen by about six inches 
since the 1920s. The British Isles is 
tilting and southern England is 
dipping four millimetres a year into 
the sea. As a result, storm surges of 
the kind that ripped up the Severn 
in 1606 will be more dangerous, 
and coastal homes will be even 
more vulnerable to gales. 

Thermal expansion of the oceans 
due to rising worldwide tempera¬ 
tures are expected to push up tides 

even further. A few weeks ago. an 
entire month's supply of rain fell in 
one day. Nature's greatest coup 
would be to flood London. Some 62 
square kilometres of the capital lie 
below the level of the Thames at 
high tide. The Thames Barrier at 
Woolwich has saved the capital 29 
times since it began operating in 
1982 and in October 19% it saw off 
the highest tide on record. 

However, climate change means 
London's safety can no longer be 
guaranteed during the barrier's 
planned 50-year lifetime. “It is 
going to need refurbishing in 10 to 
15 years.” says Dr Mance. 

WORST FLOODS 

March 1606, Severn Estuary: 
tidal and flood waters drowned 
2000 people. 
January 1928. Central London: 
highest ever recorded ride at 
London Bridge. 14 drowned. 
March 1947, Nottingham: 600 
acres flooded after rain and snow. 
Aug 1952 Lynton and Lynmouth. 
Devon: 34 people killed. 
February 1953, east coast and 
Thames Estuary: Surge tide killed 
300 people. 
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‘There was lots of angiy water* 
- Harewood was 
tming the trees in his 
ton garden on Good 

when he looked 
he meadow and real- 
Cherwell had burst 

ts. Four hours later 
his wife Audrey, 

vere in more than a 
kvater as their home 

“The speed was 
>!e. When 1 looked 
nd saw rhe meadows 
oded I dashed up to 
car. The road was a 
id there was lots of 
water," says Mr 
od. It took everyone 
)rise. including the 
icy services, who 
t had time to warn 
o get upstairs before 
I waters hit. 
Harewoods grabbed 

what they could, but had to 
abandon a cupboard full of 
antique books and records,, 
as well as the three-piece 
suite they had bought just 
three weeks before. 

Police evacuated their 
neighbours by dinghy and 
took them to a local school, 
but the Harewoods insisted 
on staying put on Friday. 
“My wife's a bit disabled and 
we wanted to stay at home.” 
says Mr Harewood. “But on 
Saturday we derided to 
leave. The police came and 
broke down the garden fence 
to get to the front dew. They 
put us up at a local hotel with 
everything paid for. The 
emergency services have 
been fantastic.” 

It was Monday before the 
Harewoods could gel back 

into their home. The flood 
waters had receded. leaving 
a soggy layer of mud and 
debris, with carpets and 
furniture soqked. The coun¬ 
cil. which owns the house, 
sent workmen round to take 
up the carpets. But the 
Prudential, the Harewoods- 
insuranee company, has not 
been so quick. Five days after 
the flood first strode, the 
Harewoods are still waiting 
for advice. And they are not 
alone., "We've always been 
insured, but there have been 
lots of delays,” says Mr 
Harewood. 

The Prudential advises 
people to call its 24-hour 
hotline: “We want to tell 
people to be patient.” 

Sara McConnell 

© - 

FLOOD INSURANCE 

Get the urgent 
repairs done first 
If last weekend’s deluge left 

you hanging on the phone 
trying to get through an your 
insurer's "emergency” help¬ 
line. you may be feeling that 
insult has been added to 
injury. However, don! be put 
on from doing things yourself. 
Ian Fraier. spokesman for 
Commercial Union, says: 
“Take immediate action. It is 
not necessary to contact your 
insurer before carrying out 
urgent repairs. Most insurers 
are happy for you to proceed, 
but keep hold of all receipts.” 

Top of tiie list of urgent 
tasks once the waters have 
receded is to get a professional 
to check the electrical wiring in 
your home. Gas boilers should 
also be inspected if water has 
got inside them, insurers will 
also recommend accredited 
contractors who can start the 
lengthy process of drying out 
your home. 

If at any point you feel you 
are being overcharged, pay up 
and pass the receipt an to the 
insurer, rays Mr Prater 
“Leave the insurer to fight the 
battle against unscrupulous 
tradespeople." 

If you can, try to get warm 
air circulating around your 
home. Do not worry about the 
large heating bill as insurers 
will pay for any extra expense. 
Do not lift up.sodden carpets 
unless they have been obvi¬ 
ously ruined, for example by 
sewage. Once lifted, carpets 
will shrink and will have to be 
replaced even if they could 

have been cleaned. Do not 
throw anything away until the 
insurer has handled your 
daim. 

If you have been forced to 
abandon your home, you will 
be glad to bear that most 
insurance polices cover the 
cost of alternative accommo¬ 
dation up to 15 per cent of the 
total sums insured. Flood cov¬ 
er is now a standard feature of 
building and contents policies. 
It is possible to buy the two 
types of insurance separately, 
but this can lead to some 
things being uninsured. It is 
much easier to buy a com¬ 
bined policy, 'costs of which 
can vary between £4 and £16 
for £1.000 of cover. Just insur¬ 
ing the building, however, can 
be a false economy as last 
weekend's events have shown. 

Many Insurers are now 
including flood risk cover in 
the price of their polides. 
Homeowners in parts of the 
Humber, for instance, are 
already paying around 10 per 
cent more than people else¬ 
where. This trend will contin¬ 
ue as global warming and 
tectonic shifts mean a rise in 
sea levels along the eastern 
and southern coasts of 
England. 

Most floods happen with 
little or no warning, so learn 
how to turn off the gas, 
electricity and water in your 
home — and make a note of 
that insurer’s phone number. 

Gavin Lumsden 

‘By 7am 
the water 

was 
already 

up to my 
husband’s 

waist’ 
Rita Mobbs, who owns a 

watch and dock shop in 
Northampton with her hus¬ 
band John, last week lost a 
large proportion of her stock 
under the flood waters of the 
River Nene. Attempts to alert 
her insurer were thwarted 
because the office was closed 
for the Easter break, and it 
was Wednesday before the 
company came to assess the 
damage. 

The Mobbses’ problems 
began on Maundy Thurs¬ 
day. "It didn't stop raining 
and the banks of the river 
burst," says Mrs Mobbs. “I 
got a call from my neighbour 
at 4-30am and. when my 
hushand got there, the water 
was nearly up to the top of 
his wellingtons. He worked 
to save the stock until 7am 
and by then the water was 
nearly up to his waist." 

Many of the docks and 
watches were irretrievable, 
locked in cabinets sub¬ 
merged beneath the water. 
Mr Mobbs managed to sal¬ 
vage part of the stock, only to 
lose some of it to looters later 
the same day. They cannot 

Vera Bootes’s home in Northampton was flooded out 

say for certain what was 
taken because the shop is in 
such chaos, bur Mrs Mobbs 
says: “My husband locked 
up on Friday morning and 
when he came back on 
Friday evening the door was 
open. There are people op¬ 
posite who had computers 
stolen from upstairs. But the 
police say there's been no 
more stealing than usuaL" 

Mr and Mrs Mobbs have 
not yet begun to assess their 
losses but they know it will 
be months before the effects 
of the flood are eradicated. 

“We wont be able to open for 
ages. The place smells and 
there is plaster coming off 
the walls and the insurance 
company has told us we are 
under-insured on our dis¬ 
play cabinets.” 

Mrs Mobbs and her 
neighbours are angry that 
there was not more warning 
of the approaching flood 
waters. "It’s been terrible. 
The lady opposite has 
thrown 43 years of her life in 
her home into a skip." 
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For £1.7 million you could own a property steeped in British recording history. Alex O’Connell reports 

We all live 
in a house on 
Wimpole S t 

HOUSE OF 

THE WEEK He woke up. fell our 
of bed, rubbed his 
mop-head 3nd 
hummed a tune. 

Hell, what was the name of 
that ballad? Had he heard it 
on the radio? He asked John. 
George and Ringo. No one 
seemed to know. 

It was the early Sixties, the 
song was Yesterdav, known 
for a long time as Scrambled 
Eggs: the author was, of 
course. Paul McCartney. He 
had dreamt the most success¬ 
ful pop song ever, while stay¬ 
ing over at his girlfriend Jane 
Asher’s family home, without 
even realising it 

Now the opportunity has 
arisen for anyone with £1.7 
million to scoop up the six- 
storey Wimpole Srreet house 
in West London once owned 
by the .Ashers, being sold by 
John Coletta. manager of 
Deep Purple and Whitesnake. 

Asher, better known at the 
rime for her appearances on 
Jukebox Jury than for her light 
sponges and steady icing 
hand, met McCartney at the 
Albert Hall concert on April 
18. I9b3. He was being a pop 
star, she was there on an 
assignment for Radio Times. 
being photographed studiedly 
screaming at the Beatles. 

After the shoor. she met all 
four backstage. Myth has it 
that each of tftem took a fancy 
to the pretty 17-year-old but it 
was Paul who really charmed. 
McCartney moved into her 
home rwo years later. 

The Colertas have given the 
house a complete face-lift and 
it is unlikely that Paul or Jane 
would recognise its innards 
now. BuL despite the revamp, 
it remains structurally the 
same. And it is rare indeed to 
find a house in the area that 
has not been chopped up and 
pan-rented. Although it has 
the space to be a grand party 
venue. Wimpole Street is 
essentially a roomy family 
home, as it was for the Ashers. 

Dr Asher, who specialised 
in mental health, and Marga¬ 
ret Asher. Professor of Music 
at Guildhall, had bedrooms 
on the first and second floors, 
away from the three children. 
Claire (a radio actress) and 
Jane (who spent much of this 
period touring with The Old 
Vic) slept one floor up and 
Peter (of Peter and Gordon 
fame) and Paul shared the top 
floor. The two lads had much 
in common. 

Peter was part of the art 

The house in Wimpole Street, where Paul McCartney lived with Jane Asher and her parents, and gathered with John. George and Ringo to write several of the Beatles' best-known songs 

scene that rev olved around the 
indica Gallery in Mason’s 
Yard, run by his friends Barry 
Miles and John Dunbar, the 
first husband of Marianne 
Faithfull. It would be the place 
where John Lennon first saw 
Yoke Ono. 

The house now has four spa¬ 
cious receprion rooms, two 
kitchens, five bedrooms and 
five bathrooms, but the most 
historically interesting parts 
are McCartney’s garrett and 
the basement where Mrs Ash¬ 
er taught George Martin to 
play the oboe and Paul bo play 
the recorder — a skill 

McCartney demonstrated on 
Fool on the Hill. 

It was here, in the depths of 
the house — now self-con¬ 
tained with separate access 
from the street — that Lennon 
and McCartney wrote / Want 
to Hold Your Hand. Gordon 
Waller, the other part of Peter 
and Gordon, remembers that 
Lennon dragged a pedal organ 
down there while McCartney 
bashed it out on the piano. 

McCartney’s self-contained 
room at the back of house 
proved to be the perfect retreat 
from drooling fans but some¬ 
times. even tucked away in 

EXCLUSIVE OFFER THE^iTLMES 

iLl" 

Save up to 

till ^340 on a 
111? silver-plated 

canteen of 
to 

this hideaway, the attention 
became too much and Mr 
Asher, who became very pro¬ 
tective of Paul, devised an 
escape route from his high 
window. Paul would climb on 
to a foot-wide parapet and 
jump down into the flat of a 
retired colonel at No 56. before 
clambering in through the 
window of a young couple's 
house and out into their ga¬ 
rage. 

Only then could he break 
free through the street door by 
No 10 Browning Mews and 
out to New Cavendish Street 

There is a good chance that 
he wrote more songs during 
this period, but many early 
manuscripts were lost in 1965 
when Jane Asher threw put a 
lot of apparent scrap paper in 
a cleaning frenzy. 

MARKET COMMENT 

The window at the back of the house through which Paul would escape his fans By all accounts she 
was extremely house¬ 
proud. and it was in 
the Jong, narrow 

kitchen that she nurtured a 
passion for baking. The 
Ashers used to gather here 
and it was often used by Mrs 
Asher’s students. Now it is 
decked out with golden discs, a 
wall of mirrors and chrome 
Led Zep-style kitchen furni¬ 
ture. If there’s ever a heavy- 
metai-theroed cookery show, 
here’s the set 

Walking around, it is worth 
considering that it was their 
time together here that in¬ 
spired McCartney to write: 
Every Little Thing, We Can 
Work It Out. You Won't See 
Me. Here. There and Every¬ 
where. and And I Love Her— 
which became one of die most 
covered Beatles' songs. 

Although Jane was a huge 
influence an much of Paul’s 
writing, his relationship with 
the Ashers is often said to have 
become more important Jane 
and Paul finally broke up in 
1968 when she caught him 
with another woman. 
•Agent: Paxtons (0)714732000) 

Harley Dubarry 

Today The Times and Viners offer readers 
the chance to buy a superb silver-plated 

cutlery set, presented in a lined mahogany 
finish cabinet. The 58-piece canteen costs only 
£129.99. saving £220 on the mrrp of £349.99. 
It includes eight place settings of table knife 
and fork, dessert knife, fork and spoon, 
teaspoon, soup spoon and two serving spoons. 

A 100-piece canteen costs only £189.99, 

saving £340 on the mrrp of ES29.99. This ser 
has an extra eight fish knives and forks, eight 
pastry forks, coffee and grapefruit spoons and 
two extra serving spoons. 

Both sets are available in the four designs 
featured above and have a 15-year guarantee. 
Simply fill in the coupon and post it today, or 
call our 24-hour order line on 0990 134 459. 
Free delivery on all orders. 

THE BAND north of Oxford 
Street and south of Maryle- 
bone Road in central London 
is a strangely deserted comer. 
It is only a few minutes' walk 
from the fashionable buzz of 
Bond Street and the eateries 
of St Christopher's Place, yet 
the streets are quiet anony¬ 
mous-looking and unlit by 
West End caff life. 

The area comprises, large¬ 
ly, handsome red-brick Ed¬ 
wardian and Victorian five 
and six-bedroom houses, and 
many are treasure troves of 
period features. According to 
Cliff Gardiner, of Foxtons 
Mayfair branch, “they are a 
kind of poor relation of the 
Mayfair houses, not quite as 
big or grand but built in a 
similar style. Many have been 
modernised, but they’ve kept 
the original proportions and 
features.” The addition of roof 
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McCartney woke up one morning having dreamt the tune for Yesterday 

THE TIMES VINERS CUTLERY SET OFFER 
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CHANGING TIMES The heavy-metal kitchen, filled with gold records TTie top-floor bedroom where McCartney slept 

terraces has helped to provide 
the outside access sought by 
city dwellers in the 1990s. 

So why does this enclave 
remain largely overlooked 
among ail the frenetic activity 
of West End property marked 
The answer lies partly in the 
strict administration of the 
Howard de Walden Estate, 
which owns this segment of 
the city. The houses are sold 
on leasehold — unappealing 
to overseas buyers, who have 
not bought in the area — 
many of which have only ten 
or 15 years to run. 

Moreover, the houses very 
rarely come on to the market 
This, in turn, makes pricing 
property pretty much a stab in 
the dark; the Wimpole Street 
house featured here (with a 
999-year lease) received valua¬ 
tions of between EL2 and £2 
million from the estate agents 
asked to quote, it is on at £1.7 
million, but Foxtons says that' 
if the lease had had only 35 
years to run, the price would 
have been about £1 million. A 
subsequent lease extension 
would cost at least £300.000. 
and would add at least 
£600,000 to the value of the 
house. 

I t> i > 

Faith Glasgow 
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LONDON PROPERTY 

City Approach elegant Livincs in 

Classic Victorian building , . . 

Sympathetically restored --i.. ' 

Walking distance of the City 

3c IS2 Sadrcom apartments 

From £130,000 

'233 yrs Jeasshoid 

Up to 10% A.R.R. 

10 years N'HBC guarantee 

Available August 1998 

SCOTLAND HOME SEARCH FRANCE ITALY 

\ V%> " 

£ ,u 

Shovvflat now open Copping Joyce: 0171 359 9777 

1Q.30-6pm 7 days a week Hurford Salvi Carr: 0171 250 1012 

HURFORD 

NEW PENTHOUSE FLATS 
WITH CAR PARKING AND PRIVATE 

TERRACE 

Located in 
BLOOMSBURY AND CLERKENWELL 

Prices between £310,000 and £450,000 

Sole Selling Agents 

0171 250 1012 

RICHMOND & 
KINGSTON 

Picturesque 

Ffshtog Vatage 
40 mBm Not* at Atadoa 

BALEARIC S 

Tekpbue 
01771 453526 

SURREY 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

WIMBLEDON 

NORTH OF THE 
THAMES 

CITY DOCKLANDS * I BRISTOL 

EAST 

EPSOM 
Prime pkxof fo&i oxter one 
acre tacking RAC Country 
Club Goir Coarse. Outline 
comas far boose at about 

400 tqjncor*. 

For totter dctaSa. contact 
MICHAEL EVERETT & CO.1 

01372273448 

GREECE 

LONDON RENTALS 

MILAN - ITALY PIAZZA SCALA 
OFFICES, UP TO 600 sq. metres nel 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
LOS5A CONSULT SaS 

PIAZZA REPUBBLICA 6 MILAN - ITALY 
Far: 0039 2 65 71 721 

Local estate agents are welcome. 

GCH, four wprippatf. pauo • 
mmmiM «»ks *da 

Lorre toTaoaan 

LAND FOR SALE 
{OVERSEAS) 

PORTUGAL 

IRELAND 

SUSSEX 

^^5 

HIGHBURY/ 
ISLINGTON 

WALES 

mg— n inn um a ■hop*. 
ESOJOft Tot 041 091 98M 

CEMRAI. PR0VF.XCEII 
ExcrptioatJIaknUepntftrtim I ITALY 

Go/fejnn ParTi. 1 

trank, urtomfog btutlmg 
anJ ckUdnms dahs. 

Engbik spattn 
Pnm Mi M0 tullff, 000 Inc. 

Mcftmucr 

01903 74 23 66 

PROVENCE 
5kms UZES. 

BcachhUy moral dragnen 
boast in mediml vflfage hi to 

Chateaux. 3 bed* witb ornate 
hMt« Cental nratyand A lain 
rooftop icnacc. C_H_, o&m & 

MpMCemner- 
•n&MW- 

01277 899321 

LONDON RENTALS 

SPAIN 

FRANCE 

WWTBOJOO But on* halgilM 
IMakimvMifiBOpHi 
On Lm 0171 488 14S8 

COUNTRY RENTALS 

BEL3TON Mona. Townbon—. 1 

NEW HOMES 

Fulham SW6 
l—lnradKijad— 

penod bo—e. ? doable bedroom. 

taftttdoUmt&ainm 
Rsoady fnBy aodenoied and 

B-cfaHy flood «*. Idml family 
heme. ladimiUleanrai. 

01713282470 
or 0973 381272 

SOUTH OF THE 
THAMES 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

N4 MANOR HOUSE 
New 3 bed—nd MM fame 
3 neceyi. to]|e Bntd ttetaw 

I en—he ifacwg. I doelantm 
Own gngc end ifamtij. 

30ft {—fax Wd to tan 
Ncartochy—d ndie 

OWN 
"r ~ *- 1— ilf 

TefcMBlHZaawihMKI 
■rHSIUCTCT 

CAMBRIDGE 
CLOSE TO CTTY CENTRE 

& SCIENCE PARK 
Ftoe 3 nony. Victoria. bone in 

1890 Ai—). S beds, 3 
■eoeptiaa. 2 tntaooms, ccfin; 

fm&emt ilmmliw wiW, rw—rj 

mipnil feetuict. metnp fgdee. 
fmooa 

01223572550 

KENSINGTON & 
CHELSEA CUMBRIA 

WARWICKSHIRE 
OVERSEAS 
PROPERTY 

WestburyA 

WILTSHIRE 

SCOTLAND 

MALMESBURY nr. HMfC—yy—hatafr 
eamtadooKfa ho—^mfoosM 

wkfa qMmada-o* aim 4 
mo(» nr* 4 bmhm. 3 bafaran p 

«mi*>4nii9w<fciiwi.aaiyinfa 
Anttone kU-owileakfav 00 A 

—Mubgi— hnaptrb 
—tire |p iMl Dattwia. 

H42 mb. 
Guide OM£M. 

WIIMC7TH. 

thw OK. Urk«4l 

N»oSE1*W*CW 

3E5E23JE 
YORKSHIRE 

DEVON 

W14IBSOOK GREEN SIDE) 
In Soar 3/4 bedroom apntmeat 

ip gm^n mu mi vkuaiau 
m—»(dock. \IZ nemmn. 

CITY & WEST END 

I Anchor Terrace 

Teankside SE1 

PhaseTwo of ibis unique and 
new exclusive residential 
development witfrin walking 

distance of the Coy. 
The Anchor Terrace is a 

Grade II fated converswn in 
the heart of vibrant Bankside, 

dose to the GlobeTheatre, 
TaieGaflay andawkte range 

ofshops, restaurants and bars. 
RaSway and underground 

statkmsaxeeasayacoessJblt. 

2 beds from £180,000 

Tel 0171 4072790 

BRAMHAM 
GARDENS 

SW5 

; family fhi with wdcomiBg 
atmosphere on 4tb floor (lift) 

ct newly restored bloc* in 
coveted, quiet, gotten 
upmr IinmTjilmrfy 

modernised. Large reception 
with magnificent views over 
commanal gardens, french 
windows onto ornamental 

balcony. 4docbte bedrooms, 
2 Urge bathrooms, spscicxa 

Iriirtw-nMining mlhAa. 998 

years. S.OJF. LowSXL 

£795,000. 

0171 731 7285 

DEVON 
Exmoudi OM Bwtoor 

Only foor views lenwriafaiK. Four 
hsoy 4 bedmen propcami ina 

Exmumtfa Old Hnbonr—d 
ctqoryiac naiqoe views over 

ExeEgomy. 
Prices from £137360. 

Saks Office bo« 7 d^ll-SL. 
Tdcphroe 0139520514. 

SAWDYE & HARRIS 

WckidanSbMll«ni*wuM.WM 
—NHarTfaMfOdlimS 

TtadBomd auttHta— v«h 
d»*. potaM k> mU d to— 

HOMES 

1 shun 

-- — POmUCAL 
• FRANCE • FLORIDA — CYPRUS 

— ANDORRA — IRELAND 

• CANARY • BALEARIC ISLANDS 

4» THE CARIBBEAN — USA • 0» 

• PLUS MUCH MORE 

m LEGAL ADVICE m FINANCE 
m FLIGHTS m BOOKS 

MORE CHOICE THAN ANY KVKNTf 
FOR W*1 INFORMATION PACK 
■wa ourssa aam tzsims) 

FHEE 
ADMISSION 
FOR 2 WITH 

THIS ADVERT 
(Normally r^.CO) 
CHILDREN FREE , 

(n South Devon we hove just released our new executive homes ii 

Teignmouth _ 

SUmphXHlS SpeCJ . 

aid generous sized plots. 

For details call (01626) 351101. 

5 bed detached homes from £205,000. vuJsbed 

COUNTRY PROPERTY IV6 in tomorrow’ 
wor 

Arfrfi rmprauion of a typiml 

Wwfcuy S bed defaxhed hone. 

266 APARTMENTS SOLD - FINAL PHASE NOW AVAILABLE 

•TiTrJa/.iac* 
HOMES 

% 

From Hastings to 
Harrogate... 

If you are thinking of buying a retirement 
home, we have a wide selection of 

properties nationwide. 
CALL US NOW ON 

KNIGHTSBRIDGE 

NOTTINGHjLL 

0800 59 26 05 
Lines are open Mond^Friday 9ariH6pm 

Saturday 9am-2pm. Please quote reference TMI 

.it’ll be your best move yeti 

xr 

Help the Aged 

Retirement Property 
Services 

RETIREMENT 
HOMES 

« CITY, DOCKLANDS 
’ & EAST _ 

auMHOW ST OmF Hnr h«B( 
UPOO aq ft 3-4 

pntkoRM. 360 

^^^gUBMg^Si^i.i-l;iLiti. ■:1 i'gtasasipM 
i-J:t-ifarE- cftMt W,i'trplz 

IF)—’* tM ...A Vj 4 . . f 4 l'1* - .Ft ■ . 6/0 . A P* . A . . . t * . w 

Retire in 
comfort and style 

Set in beautiful courtyard gardens, developments of comfortably spadous 

retirement houses and flats, now in 19 counties a round England. 

Currently for sale in Cambridgeshire, Cheshire, Essex, Sun-ey, Warwickshire & 

Wfest Sussex and soon in Hampshire & Wiltshire - Prices from £155,000 - £295,000 
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VIEW THIS WEEKEND • LONDON’S MOST EXCITING AND 
FUTURISTIC RIVERSIDE DEVELOPMENT • DESIGNED TO 

MEET THE LIVING NEEDS OF THE 21 ST CENTURY. 

EXTENSIVE LANDSCAPED GARDENS * 4.000SQFT LEISURE COMPLEX 

CONCIERGE • GARAGE PARKING • HIGH SPECIFICATION • FULLY FITTED 

LARGE RIVERSIDE LUXURY 2 BED APARTMENTS 
WITH BALCONIES FROM ONLY £200,000 

Open 1 days. 
Monday to Friday 10am-6pm, 

Saturday & Sunday ]]am-5pm 
liup:.-'vi ’.'w.hjliymme.co.jik 

Call 0800 220 858 quoting ref NPG or write 

Visit uurw«,pMt«J' 
tt.'vr*,£ntlishcourtVJf^-c"-il1, 

vlfiScr.a HolUihl Strait 
Kummfiton London WB A U 

Av A 

- V. i b. y a- ;a k * m««n 

English lourtyar 
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‘If they stop hunting, foxes won’t be a bit better off. Farmers will just shoot more of them. It’s all cruel, whichever way you look at it 
-- " "" _Hid rrm n fra. This JS han A former neighbour of ours, the late 

Ernie Bugler, was once so en¬ 
raged by the local hunt trespass¬ 

ing on his land that he waited until they 
were in full cry across his ten-acre field of 
kale before he pulled out a gun and shot 
the fox dead. Afterwards, he yelled 
rudely at them: “Your dogs are next!" 

Unlike Ernie. I don't have a clear-cut 
opinion on the hunting issue. My attitude 
tends to fluctuate from distaste at the 
sport to a grudging admiration for the 
occasional character involved in it So l 
thought it would be useful to visit the 
kind of ordinary, working countryman 
whose viewpoint often isn't heard in the 
media, and gain some fresh insights. 

Vic, a terrierman with the Searington 
Hunt, agreed to talk to me as long as I 
didn't give out his surname and lay him 
open to bother from hostile strangers or. 
as he put it. “naughty letters’’. 

He’s a likeable man. large and 
friendly, with an easy chuckle, and he’s 
honestly puzzled by the violent feelings 
that hunting stirs up. They don’t seem 
logical to him. “Lf they stop hunting, 
foxes wont be a bit better off. Farmers 

One man and his dogma 
r .i  •    .1    I.. _1_:  I r- J.  n nor rWTinipfl hv 

will just shoot more of them—and irs all 
cruel, whichever way you look at it" 

Vic hardly fits the privileged stereo¬ 
type. either. He's a farm labourer who 
has helped the hunt as an unpaid hobby 
for the past 35 years. He lives in a 
bungalow near the quiet country town of 
Crew kerne in Somerset and he and his 
wife and slx children keep assorted 
terriers in a kennels in the garden. 

In fact he sees hunting as an 
improving pastime, something which 
tends to develop moral fibre. He's proud 
that no one in his family has ever been 
summonsed by the police, and says 
gravely: “I’d sooner my sons went 
hunting by day than they walked the 
streets of Crewkeme by night.” 

Vic became involved with the hunt 
because he loves watching and listening 
to dogs and has always been fascinated 
by the way they follow a scent 
Terrierwork has a grim side, but Vic 

claims that it only 
seems that way to 
town people like me, 
with their queer, 
modem aversion to 
killing things. This 
was trained out of 
him at an early age: 
“Father was a farm 
worker and we didn’t 
have a lot to eat 
except rabbits. The 
first job I ever did 
was to catch a rabbit 
and kill it-” 

Basically, the LUCY 
terrierman's job is to 
prevent the fox from hiding under¬ 
ground. Before the hunt begins the 
terrierman goes round blocking up any 
likely bolt-holes and if, in spite of this, the 
fox manages to find an escape route 
during the hum, the terrierman will 

DOWN TO EARTH 

LUCY PINNEY 

catch him. He does 
this by setting dogs 
— traditionally Lake¬ 
land terriers — on to 
the scent The lake¬ 
lands follow the fox 
underground and 
comer him. Then the 
terrierman digs 
down towards the 
sound of their bark¬ 
ing, pulls his dogs 
safely out or the way. 
and dispatches the 
fox in a humane ta’IL 

INNPY Nowadays, every 
aspect of this work is 

hedged with complex rule:, most of them 
inscribed on small laminated cards 
which the terrierman keeps in his trouser 
pocket Some are legally enforceable, like 
the provisions of the 1992 Badger Act. 
which makes it an offence to allow a dog 

to enter a set occupied by a badger, as 
Vic points out. this is rather restrictive-. 
“A fax doesn't ever dig his own hole: he 
alwavs uses someone dse’s — either a 
badger set or a rabbit earth. I have 
known badgers and foxes five together - 
badgers on one side of a big set and foxes 
on the other." He has considerable respect for 

foxes. In the Somerset levels, for 
instance, he’s known them to 

riimh trees to escape the hum, and every 
now and then he’ll come across one that s 
so fierce the terriers can’t handle it 3t all. 
“You’ll get a real hard old fox that'll push 
the terriers right out of ihe hole. You just 
have to srve up. then." 

He reserves his scorn for toe hunt's 
own constantly updated and adapted 
rules, which occasionally border on the 
ridiculous, like the stricture that no more 
than two people should ever help a 

lerriennan dig out a fox. This is hard to 
keep to. because fanners are so keen to 
get rid of foxes that they tend to crowd 
round, offering help. He sees the rules as 
the beginning of the end for terrienvoi-fc, 
reckoning that the hunt will probably do 
away with terriers altogether soon, as a 
way of making their operation less cruel 
“I think from next season we mightn’t be 
able to bolt (dig our( foxes at all. Theyre 
trying to make hunting look better, and 
it’s my opinion that the masters of 
foxhounds are going to push toe terriers 
out to keep their own lot going.” 

I find it interesting that hunting should 
be struggling to get away from its 
traditional roots and re-invent itself as a 
less straightforward and more townified 
sport, in which the fox won’t necessarily 
be killed at all. 

Meanwhile. 1 still haven’t formed a 
strong opinion on toe issue. 1 suppose my 
feelings must be doses! to those of Vic’s 
wife, who gets Fiercely annoyed when 
foxes eat her chickens, yet carefully 
avoids any contact at all with hunting. 
But as Vic says shyly: “WeVe always got 
along well enough together." 

Victims of the boar war 
Wild boar are thriving in Britain’s 

forests. Matthew Brace says we 

should encourage this shy beast Deep in an East Sus¬ 
sex wood, we are 
on the trail of a 
wild beast that is 

said to snatch lambs by moon¬ 
light and even attack little 
children. It is not a fox. 
although farmers hate it as 
much. We are tracking wild 
bear, the modern pariah of the 
countryside. 

It will come as a shock to 
farmers to learn that there are 
far more of these animals out 
there than originally thought. 
Until now the highest esti¬ 
mates have been about 200 
individuals, and some people 
even believe that the boar is 
extinct in Britain. However, a 
more accurate and higher 
figure will be released next 
month by toe Ministry of 
Agriculture. 

The Ministry, called in after 
complaints from farmers in 
several counties, admits it has 
found “significant numbers" 
of boar wild. Kent and East 
Sussex are the main areas, 
although Dorset _ 
also has its share. 

One boar expert ‘BOc 
believes that many 
of toe forests in V6f?e 
southern England 6 
are alive with not 
just hundreds but 
thousands of toe 
creatures. My 
guide, James, has -yn _ ] 
tracked and shot 
boar on toe Conti- , .i. r 
nent for years and K1U10 
is weU versed in 
their behaviour. 

We are crouched by a slow- 
flowing stream in woods near 
the village of Catsfield. Among 
toe primroses are tracks — 
more than one set and fresh, 
no more than a few hours old. 
They clearly show toe pincer- 
like hoof marks of the boar. 
We walk up a slope to a ha2d 
grove and at the top James 
stops suddenly. We can hear a 
boar grunting a couple of. 
hundred yards away, then a 
shuffle of leaves and silence. 
"They’re close," he says. 

We are in toe danger zone— 
off the path, in the under¬ 
growth. We tip-toe up a bank 
and between clumps of scrub 
and bramble. More tracks—a 
whole family this time. 

“We know some boar es¬ 
caped from rare-breed forms 
in toe great storm of 1987.” 
James says. “A low estimate 
would be ISO animals. Assum¬ 
ing one-third were breeding 
sows, which can have up to 12 
young in one litter each year, 
and the female young can 
breed at three years old, then 
we would have thousands of 
wild boar in toe South East 
alone. Only a handful have 
been killed or died off." 

This is a sobering thought 
for fanners who have suffered 
extensive damage to crops. 
There have been reports of 
boars destroying bluebell 
woods, flattening hop fields 
and vineyards, chomping live¬ 
stock (six Iambs in a night, 
according to one farmer) and 
causing road accidents. There 
are also fears that boars could 
attack and seriously injure 

‘Boar eat 

vegetables 

and 

carrion. 

They don’t 

kill for food 

small children. Even Sir Paul 
McCartney was lambasted re¬ 
cently for allegedly harbour¬ 
ing and feeding boars on his 
estate on the Kent-East Sussex 
border. 

The results from the Minis¬ 
try survey will undoubtedly 
increase farmers’ anxiety. 
However. James believes the 
demonising of the boar is 
grossly exaggerated and that 
problems are due only to an 
occasional touchy pig that is. 
in fact, a welcome addition to 
our wildlife — and tastes 
pretty good too. 

“If they are managed in the 
right way, wild boar will 
benefit wildlife in Britain. 
They are vegetable eaters and 
spend a lot of their tune 
churning toe soil looking for 
food.” he says. “This helps 
seed distribution and provides 
a good service to toe coun try- 
side. Their dung fertilises toe 
ground, too." 

Conservation bodies are un¬ 
decided on the benefits of wild 
_ boar. Tony Gent, of 

English Nature 
• gat that they can 

have good and bad 
LbleS influences on the 

landscape. 
A “It’s a question of 
w balance. The 
nn ground distur- 
U1A* banee that wild 
rnn«. boars cause is good 
AUil l for some plants 
-Fr\r*H5 such as fen orchids, 
IOOu but they eat things 
______ such as bluebells, 

which is less wel¬ 
come," he says. 

As for being a risk to lambs 
and children. James thinks 
that is nonsense: “Wild boars 
are herbivores. Only in the 
depths of a bad winter, when 
vegetables are hard to find, 
would they eat meat, and then 
only carrion. They don’t kill 
for food." He believes it is 

much more feasi¬ 
ble for foxes to 
take lambs and for 

boars to be merely scavengers 
after the feast However, toe 
animals are ferocious enough 
for boar farmers (there are 
roughly 40 in Britain) to 
require licences under the 
Dangerous Wild Animals Act 
and to comply with stringent 
security regulations. 

Sows will become aggres¬ 
sive to protect their young if 
cornered, especially at this 
time of year when toe litter is 
only a few weeks old. 

We didn't see any boar this 
day, despite our patience and 
stealth. It is still rare to come 
across a boar. For most people 
a set of tracks and a distant 
grunt are the only dues to 
their presence. 

“This panic about wild boar 
is misplaced. Treat them with 
caution, but don’t wipe them 
out just because of a bit of 
scaremongering,” James says. 

“Which would you rather 
h3ve coming at you when you 
are out walking with your 
children in the woods—a wild 
boar or a rottweiler?^ 

I settle for the boar. 
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John Tucker on the fields to be returned to.rich woodland 

There’s gold 
in them there 
yellow fields 

FEATHER REPORT 

Managed in the right way, wild boar could prove to be a benefit to wildlife in Britain — and they taste good, too 

Finding and preparing wild boar for an extra-lean roast 
THE WILD boar 
found in Britain 
now are related to 
Polish. German or 
other European 
strains, toe English 
breed having died 
out long ago. The 

FRANCES Times Cook writes. 
RICCFI ¥ Wild boar 

“found" by the 
roadside cannot be 

sold but can be taken home for 
consumption if nobody claims owner¬ 
ship. A sympathetic butcher is essen¬ 
tial. however. 

Properly prepared, it is an excellent 
meat fine-grained, full of flavour, and 
darker than pork, but not strong or 
gamey. Recipes for roast pork are 
suitable for wild boar meat but 

cooking should be slowed down and 
extra lubrication added. The meat is 
lean, and the prime joints such as leg or 
loin have little, if any. intramuscular 
fat Fillets of wild boar, marinated first 
with peppercorns, herbs, wine and a 
little brandy, can be used in a terrine, 

Spit-roasting is ideal for wild boar 

combined with chicken livers and 
plenty of minced belly pork to add 
moisture and fat The meal is not on its 
own suitable for sausages, but can be 
mixed with other meals and. ingredi¬ 
ents. The skin is like armour plating, 
and should be removed before cooking, 
although it can be used instead of fo3 to 
protect the meat during cooking. 

Root vegetables and sharp fruit 
sauces or jellies are good accompani¬ 
ments, as they are to pork. So. too. are 
lentils, pease pudding and fresh peas 
and broad beans. 

Wild boar is increasingly available, 
both by mail order ana in a few 
specialist shops and supermarkets. 

The secretory of the Wild Boar 
Association is Suffolk-based Simon 
Betney; he can be contacted by phone 
or fax on 01502 5755555. 

The first flowers are 
opening in the fields of 
oilseed rape, and soon 

the countryside will be covered 
with bright yellow patches. 
Some people dislike these 
fields, but I find the patchwork 
of them among toe cornfields 
attractive: on a dull day. they 
can give the agreeable impres¬ 
sion of sunlight on a distant 
hillside. 

Oilseed rape has gpterally 
been thought rather inimical 
to bird life. However, in toe 
past few years I have often 
seen reed buntings singing 
from the tops of the plants, 
and whitethroats dancing and 
singing in toe air above them, 
both species fairly obviously 
breeding in toe tangle below. 

Now. two contributors to the 
current British Birds maga¬ 
zine record their observations 
in oilseed rape fields in eastern 
Scotland. They find bird life 
beginning to flourish in them. 
They find plenty of reed 
buntings breeding righrout in 
the middle of toe fields, and 
record several whitethroats 
singing from telephone wires 
above them, with one pair 
rearing a brood, though this 
was right at the field edge. 

Indden tally, whitethroats 
are just arriving in Britain, 
and will soon be building their 
deep, grassy nests everywhere 
in hedges and bushes. The 
male makes several “cock’s 
nests” to attract a mate, and 
one of these may be used to 
lay in. 

These two Scottish observ¬ 
ers also bring good news 
about skylarks and com bunt¬ 
ings, both of which have been 
haring a hard time on farm¬ 
land in recent years. They call 
toe skylark a “common breed¬ 
er” In the Scottish rape fields, 
which indicates that this spe¬ 
cies can extend its habitat 
where the crop is grown. 

Skylarks nest as much as 
200 yards in from the edge of 
the fields, and sometimes 
bring up two broods in toe 
course of the summer. Rape 
gets very dense and tangled as 
it grows taller, but this does 
not appear to be toe problem 
for the ground-nesting sky¬ 
larks that one might have 
imagined it would be. 

The com bunting's song — a 
-Strange, far-carrying sound, 
tike rattling metal — has also 
become less common in the 
cornfields in most of Britain. 

but it too is called a common 
breeder in the rape, in this 
case mostly towards the edge. 

Like the reed buntings, the 
com buntings sang from die 
tall plants out in the field. 
Male com buntings often have 
two or three mates, and as 
they sing they keep a watch on 
all their harem, who are 
sitting incubating on their 
respective nests. They will 
even pursue a female who 
leaves her nest to feed and 
keep an eye on her until she 
goes back. 

In addition to these birds, 
sedge warblers were found 
singing their jerky song and 
nesting along the edges, and a 
few pairs of whinchats and 
meadow pipits also bred in the 
fields over the past few years 
in the lowland counties round 
Aberdeen. 

There is always a food buzz 
of insects over the fields when 
they are in flower, and this 
attracts birds that feed on the 
wing. By the beginning of 
May there will be swallows, 
house martins and swfc 
skimming over the flower- 
heads. They keep to their own 
levels in toe air—the swallows 
staying low. the martins zig¬ 
zagging above them, the swifts 
climbing high- At toe other end of the 

summer, there are rape 
seeds to be had. and 

that attracts further species. 
Flocks of woodpigeons and 
starlings come down into the | 
tangle before toe harvest, and 
linnets and yellowhammers. 
goldfinches and greenfinches 
forage for scattered seeds af¬ 
terwards. Sometimes there are 
seeds still to be gleaned in the 
winter, and bramblings win¬ 
tering here from northern 
Europe go into toe stubble 
fields. 

So whatever we may think 
of them as an addition to foe 
British landscape, there is gold 
in them there yellow fields for 
toe birds. 

Derwent May 
• What’s about: Birders — 
waich for house martins over open 
water areas and around 
buildings. 
Twiichers — white gyrfalcon. 
North Uist. Outer Hebrides; a 
sari's warbler at Minsmere, 
Suffolk; a night heron on 
Anglesey. 
Details from Birdline0891 ... 
700222. Calls cost 50p a minute. 

PETER g«PWi 
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A whitethroat dancing and singing above a field of raj* 

A TRACT OF downland. 
which for two decades was 
stripped of its woodland by a 
landowner with a hatred of 
trees, is about to be replanted 
in a move which marks a 
resounding victory in one of 
the most extraordinary battles 
ever waged for the landscape 
of rural England. 

In a few months’ time, toe 
Woodland Trust is to begin a 
two-year programme to plant 
200.000 trees on toe grain 
prairies created by 68-year-old 
fanner Hughie Batchelor on 
the North Downs near Maid¬ 
stone, Kent 

The planting programme 
follows the El million acquisi¬ 
tion by toe trust of598 acres of 
land formerly owned by Mr 
Batchelor, who ignored huge 
fines and even two spells of 

Batchelor who hated trees 
imprisonment in his determ¬ 
ination to maximise his arable 
acreage. 

In Mr Batchelor's 28 years 
of stewardship it is estimated 
that he felled tens of thou¬ 
sands of trees and grubbed out 
lens of miles of hedges. He 
levelled the ditches and turned 
the once-Iovely downland hill¬ 
sides into featureless corn and 
oilseed prairies. 

But now, with a gran! of 
more than £1 million from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, toe 
mist is set to restore the 
landscape for future genera¬ 
tions. What is new featureless 
downland will, in about 20< 

The Woodland Trust has won a battle to 

plant 200,000 trees, Peter Birkett writes 

years, once again become 
broad-leaf woodland of oak. 
beech, ash, wild cherry and 
field maple. 

“It is truly satisfying that the 
very land which saw the 
excesses of Mr Batchelors 
chainsaws is now the site for 
the biggest of all our 70Q 
projects nationwide,? says 
John Tucker, the trust’s south¬ 
east regional manager. “It 
will take rime, but with careful 
planting the area will again 

become the rich wooded 
downland that it once was." 

In the mid-1970s, when Mr 
Batchelor began buying his 
huge estates above toe Pil¬ 
grim’s Way in mid-Kent, the 
local authority. Maidstone 
Borough Council, was forced 
into a campaign to try to 
control his fervent felling. 

First, it tried tree preserva¬ 
tion orders, but the farmer 
simply-ignored them. Then he 
flouted f^Tgh Com injunc¬ 

tions in support of the preser¬ 
vation orders, 

the years Mr 
Batchelor was ordered to pav 

more ^an 
E25.000; he was jailed twice 
for contempt of the High 
Court and had a third sen¬ 
tence quashed on appeal. And 
aespite these privations, the 
telling and destruction contin¬ 
ued unabated. 

But in 1993, Mr Batchelor 
overstretched himself. He was 
finally to be forced off his 4.388 
acres, bankrupt with debts of 

. million, when a poor yield 
coincided with an attempt to 
buy an estate far. 

“He is not all bad," says 
Michael Nightingale. a me®‘ 
ber of Maidstone counrilwko 
led the fight to save the tra® 
“1 admire his farming slote 
and his tenacity — there a* 
not many people prepared ® 
go to prison for their belief 
But it is tragic that foes* 
beliefs should have invoM 
toe destruction of a beautiful 
landscape." 

This year, toe downlanj 
vacated by Mr Batchelor w* 
remain as wheal fields t*4 
eventually the unplanted 
ras will be returned to trst* 
tional grassland and all o* $ 
will be open to the public. „ 

“ It will a II be very differeJiL 
says Mr Tucker. “Given whai 
has occurred here, it is 8 
victory, both for man and for 
nature." 1 . 



THE TIMES WEEKEND ■ SATURDAY APRIL 28 1998 

Don’t allow the ugly bugs 
to have a 

garden ball 
Stephen Anderton dips into two 
new books which offer advice on 

how to control garden pests 

gardening -13 

Yes, it’s time 
to think 

about bedding The pleasure of annual 
bedding plants is that they 
are easy-come and easu- 

Ihave always thought the point 
of gardening is to enjoy 
making gardens and to enjoy 
looking at them and being in 

them. It is creativity and aesthetics 
combined — and some eating, of 
course. It is picture-making and 
space-making. But the trouble with 
gardens is that they are constantly 
dying, bit by bir. 

Rembrandt didn't have this trou¬ 
ble with his pictures. But gardeners 
do. Everything is constantly either 
on the way up or on the way out. 
And speeding that process up. 
muddying the waters even further, 
are pests and diseases. 

I have a friend who is a 
professional ecologist. When it 
comes to pests and even diseases in 
the garden, she takes a scrupulous¬ 
ly live-and-let-live organic ap¬ 
proach. taking every disaster 
cheerfully on the nose. Her garden 
is a kind of asylum for those 
beasties cast out of garden society, 
and. as an ecologist, she readily 
admits that there is more secret 
surveillance in her garden than the 
average episode of Hetty Winthmp 
Investigates. But even she admits 
that gardens to most people are 
picture-making and that beasties 
are in the way. 

When the blight bites and the 
thrips sip. where do you turn for 
help? There are two new books out 
on pests and diseases which may 
solve your problem. 

A few years ago. when gardening 
books were all text with one set of 
colour pictures marooned in the 
middle, the only thorough book on 
pests and diseases was the Collins 
Guide to the Pests. Diseases and 
Disorders of Garden Plants, by 
Stefan BuczackL But times have 
changed. Different pests and dis¬ 
eases have come to the fore, the 
available chemicals have changed, 
and photography has come to the 
rescue. The new Royal Horticul¬ 
tural Society publication Pests and 
Diseases by Pippa Greenwood and 
Andrew Halstead is generously . 
and dearly illustrated. Marvellous 
moulds and gorgeous grubs were 
never so appealing. 

JL are easy-come and easy- 
go. They are fun and the frivo¬ 
lous. kiss-me-quidc end of 
gardening. What easier way is 
there to fill patio containers, 
spike up a permanent planting 
of perennials with extra colour, 
or even to fill a whole border 
with colour? 

The only fiddly part of bed¬ 
ding is raising from seed but 
these days you can buy a huge 
range of bedding plants ready- 
grown and relatively cheaply, 
either as tiny plugs or as larger 
plants in 7cm or 9cm pots. If you 
want to do tilings easily, buy 
plants not seed. 

Containers should be filled 
with general-purpose compost. 
Beds should be dug over and a 
few handfuls of general fertiliser 
scattered per square yard. Then 
plant at the spacing recommend¬ 
ed. water in. and off you go. 
When to plant: it can often be 
too early. Why buy 
bedding plants in ✓— 
April fr you cannot 
plant them out until IS 
tite risk of frost has IS 
gone, in late May or I J 
early June? So wait jZi ^ 
Growing under 
glass if you have a l *3 
greenhouse or a cold I hH 
frame you may buy ] 
bedding new. and 
plant up hanging 
baskets and even 
window bows under 
glass, so that in May 
when you put them =§g§|||i 
outside they are in 
full swing. But unless you can 
put bedding plains into their 
final containers now. it is better 
nor to buy them yet If you want 
to grow easy annuals like 
lavatera, cornflowers, nastur¬ 
tiums. cosmos, sunflowers and 
calendulas from seed, you can 
still sow them in May and June. 
Growing in containers: decide 
whether you want to grow 
colourful summer bedding 
plants in containers or directly in 
the ground. In containers they 

Containers: fun and frivolous 

look more posed and stylish and 
dress a patio well, but yew have 
the expense of the containers and 
the compost. Watering has to be 
done frequently, especially in hot 
weather, and it is harder to go 
away on holiday. 
Growing in the ground: this 
somehow seems old-fashioned 
and yet it is cheaper and easier 
than in containers. All you need 
to buy are the plants and some 

fertiliser. The wazer- 
“N ing is far less critical. 

The flatness of some 
Si l ground bedding 
S 1 makes it seem munic- 
S j ipaL Avoid this by 
S \ steering away from 
S 1 short varieties of busy 
Z1 lizzies, dwarf mari- 
>—jt j golds and ageraiums. 
$5 i Bedding can be soft 

^ lush if the right 
plants are used. 

ETssB Select a mixture of 
short and tall plants, 

-mixing seed-grown 
_ areas with planted- 

out areas. 
Keeping the show on the road: 
bedding plants in moisture-re¬ 
tentive soil may need no water¬ 
ing once they are established, 
except in drought But do watch 
the watering. If you allow them 
to be dry for weeks on end while 
they are flowering their little 
hearts out they will flower 
themselves to death- An occa¬ 
sional can of liquid tomato feed 
helps flower production, too. 

A weevil-hunting wasp: grubs were never so appealing as in Vests and Diseases, which is generously and dearly illustrated 

The book is in three sec¬ 
tions, each one giving a 
different route to identify¬ 
ing and controlling the 

problem. It can be done by symp¬ 
tom. by plant name or by disease 
name. Between the three, pinning 
down a problem is made satis- 
fyingly likely. For a subject as 
unprepossessing as pests and dis¬ 
eases. you could not hope for a 
more user-friendly book. Garden¬ 
ers will find it just as technical as it 
needs be and no more. 

It is good to see a book address¬ 
ing the question of which chemical 
to use. This one not only names the 
active chemical ingredients, but the 
brand names, too. It is extremely 
useful, and a brave piece of 
publishing. It can be revised in due 
course. Not that the book advocates 
profligate use of chemicals. It 
explains alternative biological and 
mechanical controls and sets out 
clearly the importance of safe and 
minimal chemical use. But on the 
assumption that most gardeners 
will use chemicals, it sensibly 
explains which are effective. 

I ~l.~. r - ■ ~f — - v? 

©Plants wtilcti are leggy can be pinched out lower, even If the first central I 
flower bud is lost Rowers wlU be better and more plentiful [ 

A vapourer moth caterpillar makes distinctive holes in leaves Rot affecting cherries can be prevented with a little light reading 

Appearing in the bookshops this 
month is The Gardener's Book of 
Pests and Diseases, by Dr Roland 
Fox. Batsfbrd. which publishes the 
book, is known for its excellent 
single-genus monographs for gar¬ 
deners on subjects such as cycla¬ 
men, euphorbias and saxifrages. 

ANDRE CAMARA 

Its style is to choose a specialist 
area and expand on it seriously. 

The same approach has been 
used here, presenting pests and 
diseases as a special interest area. 
The book is set out under areas of 
pest attack, such as leaves and 
buds, roots, shoots and stems, and 

flowers. It is fascinating on the life 
cycles of the various organisms, 
even if the language lapses into 
jargon now and then, and there is a 
lot of background information, all 
properly cross-referenced, to help 
you to understand a problem and 
decide how to control it. 

• Rests and Diseases by Pippa 
Greenwood and Andrew Halstead is 
published by Porting Kindersley in 
association with the Royal 
Horticultural Society, priced £17.99. 
•TheGardener's Book of Pests 
and Diseases ty Dr Roland Fox 
is published by Batsford. 
priced £2299. 
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— When the flowers 
are in bloom, water 

well occasionally 
and remove any 

deadheads 

A picture paints a thousand plants 

Roger Phillips photographing plants in his London studio 

Pierre-Joseph Redoute’s por¬ 
traits of roses for the Em¬ 
press Josephine must surely 

be the best-known botanical paint¬ 
ings in the world. Redoute was a 
fast worker. In his life he produced 
perhaps 2,000-3.000 paintings. 

Roger Phillipses work may not 
appear on the walls of smart 
restaurants as Redoute’s prints da 
but his portaits of plants must 
number nearly 20.000. He is a 
portrait photographer of plants. 
His 20 books, including photo¬ 
graphic guides to wild flowers, 
garden flowers, fungi and even 
fish, have sold in their millions. 

So where does that leave the 
modem botanical painter with a 
living to earn? It cannot be easy. 

Mr Phillips worked as a designer 
in advertising before turning to 
plant photography 20 years ago. 
His first bocks were photographic 
field-guides on various aspects of 
natural history. They fulfil the 
same role as previous wildflower or 
toadstool books, but replace paint¬ 
ings with photographs. There is no 
denying that the effect of his 
photographs is more immediate 

and it feels easier to make an 
identification from them. 

He does not see himself in 
competition with botanical paint¬ 
ers. "In some ways my job is 
harder. A photographer cannot 
make anything up or use drawings 
for reference. All he can show is the 
thing itself, as dearly as possible." 

Mr Phillips's images are not of 
perfect, idealised specimens. He 
chooses typical spedmens. yes. but 

We’ve come a long way since botanical paintings. 
Photography is now a vital asset in preserving our heritage 

also with such blemishes as nature 
may have imposed. If the root is 
significant in identification, he 
shows that too. As a photographer 
he can photograph only what he 
can find, even if it means “jumping 
in the car and driving 300 miles to 
catch some species of toadstool 
which hasn't been seen in Britain 
for 80 years-. 

He Ukes to show flowers face-on 
but looking as natural as possible, 
and without any dever back light¬ 
ing to confuse rhe eye. 

The quality of photographic re¬ 
production has improved our of all 
recognition in the past 30 years, 
and photographic recording of 
plants was some day inevitable. Mr 
Phillips spotted the need early and 
filled it most successfully. Today, 
there is still a little painting of 
specimens done in the field on plant 
collecting expeditions, but far more 
is done by photography simply 

Detail from a Phillips book cover 

because it is so much foster. And 
foster means potentially more com¬ 
prehensive. 

Garden historians complain that 
we do not have full descriptions or 
pictures of all those thousands of 
papular Victorian varieties, now 
lost. With luck and photography. 

such amissions are a thing of the 
past. People like Mr Phillips, and 
Derek St Romaine in the Royal 
Horticultural Society’s magazine 
The Garden, do a wonderful job 
taking “school photographs” of, 
say. all the penstemons or all the 
osteospermum varieties. At last, 
cultivars are getting a reasonably 
thorough description and a photo¬ 
graph. The Royal Horticultural 
Society also now makes portrait 
photographs of all the plants which 
receive Awards of Merit for quality. 

Words and pictures together 
make ft plainer to see which 
cultivars are really distinct and 
worthwhile, as opposed to margin¬ 
ally different, ft might be that we 
would dismiss 75 per cent of those 
lost Victorian varieties as unworthy 
of a separate name, if we knew as 
much about them as we do about 
modem fovourites. 

Yet there is still a place for 

botanical painting. Brian Mathew, 
who edits the 200-year-old Curtis's 
Botanical Magazine, from Kew, 
still values botanical paintings 
highly and uses them for illustra¬ 
tion- “They can show things a 
photograph cannot show, especial¬ 
ly in dissections and exploded 
views, even the minutest hairs.“ But is the writing is on the 

wall for scientific botanical 
painting? Kew is busy work¬ 

ing its way in paintings through a]] 
the cultivated plant species. Only 
another 349,000 to go. And, mean¬ 
while. electronic imaging is devel¬ 
oping -fast. If the track record of 
such technology is anything to go 
by, it will soon prove equal in 
quality to the old manual methods. 

Curiously, high-quality botanical 
painting as a decorative art is better 
paid than painting for scientific 
purposes which proves that, while 
it does have a scientific function, it 
is more highly valued on a wall. 

Mr Phillips, meanwhile, has a 
toe in the “art" market too. He has 
sold three of his “school photo¬ 
graphs” of peonies, tomatoes and 
aubergines to the French company 
Nouvelles Images, as posters for 
the mass market Maybe this is a 
niche for someone? 

Stephen Anderton 
• Correction: On Ike gardening 
pages on March 28. Rowden Gardens, 
the aquatic and rare plants 
specialist in Brentnor. near Tavistock. 
Devon (01822810Z7S) was 
incorrectly listed as not providing 
mail order. 

■ The Garden Plant senes by 
Roger Phillips and Martyn Rix is 
available from Macmillan, at 
£19.99 each. Plan Macmillan has launched a series 
of small paperbacks, the Plant Chooser senes, at 
£4.99, including Salad Plants, Plants for Shade, 
Traditional Old Roses, Summer Annuals. Pots 
and Patios, and Climbersfor Walk and Arbours. 
■ The Society of Botanical Artists’ show Flowers 
and Gardens is at the Central HalL Westminster. 

A NEW LEAF 
from Friday to May 2. excluding 
Sunday- The society wiD happily 
act as a channel for painting 

commissions via the secretary. Pamela 
Henderson, on 01747 825718. fox 01747 826835. 
■ For a selection of the best of modern botanical 
painting in print, see Contemporary Botanical 
Artists—The Shirley Sherwood Collection. 
published by Weidenfeld and Nicholson at £20 
paperback. £40 hard bade 
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Back to Jencks’s post-modern future 
ALAN WE < PH 

This garden is 
full of riddles. 

Jane Owen 
unravels the 

clues 

MARIANNE 

This is a garden that 
requires a dear head. 
A little patch of Ken¬ 
sington with the qual¬ 

ities of a riddle, an effect 
multiplied by mirrors. It was 
ercat«i by Charles Jencks. the 
American post-modernist ar¬ 
chitect. and his late wife. 
Maggie Keswick, the Chinese 
gardens specialist. They were 
also responsible for the mould¬ 
breaking Garden of Cosmic 
Speculation at their country 
home in the Borders. 

This is their own backyard, 
and they named it the Time 
Garden. He did the hard 
landscaping and she the 
planting. 

“I am against most gardens 
because I think they do not 
have a narrative. The Romans 
tended to throw a lot of 
sculpture around as if it were a 
parking lot. The most interest¬ 
ing gardens have a narrative, 
such as Villa d’Este. It is a 
cultivated garden in the sense 
that the word culture means to 
cultivate your garden.” 

The Jencks/ Keswick garden 
narrative is complex and 
onion-layered, with its mean¬ 
ing centering on the seasons, 
post-modernism, civilisarions 
and rime. 

From the first-floor balcony 
at the back of Jencks's large 
stuccoed house, a double stair¬ 
way sweeps down to the 
garden. Its industrial, grey- 
painted steel balustrades are 
in a bondage clinch with 
wisteria. 

“Here are mass-produced 
railings with the living wiste¬ 
ria. I almost like it most when 
the wisteria is not in leaf and 
you can see the stems and the 
railings. What I am trying to 
do in the garden is to combine 
the ready-made and the hand¬ 
made. Thar is post modernism 
in a word,” says Jencks. who 
first introduced the idea of 
post-modem architecture. 

An eyecatcher at the far end 
of the rectangular garden is a 
mirror-panelled door flanked 
by pillars. It is capped by a 
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The back of the architect's Kensington house surrounded by wisteria and roses 

sun ray pergola that plays with 
perspective in much the same 
way as Jellicoe's Magritte 
Walk at Sutton Place. This is a 
simpler (and far cheaper) ver¬ 
sion of the trick. 

Painted across the door are 
the w ords THE FUTURE and. 
visible only as you move 
closer: IS BEHIND YOU. As 
you gaze more deeply into The 
Future, you come face to face 
with yourself and Jencks "5 
Idth-century cum post-modem 
house. 

“See? You look into the 
future and see the house — 
post-modernism rising. I did 
this in 198-1." says Jencks. 

“A lot of people who come 
into the garden think they can 
go through this ‘future’ door 
and go into the next garden. It 
gives the visual illusion that 
we own the whole block,” he 
says, laughing. 

W'ith your back to the 
future, the back of the house 
becomes dear. It has been 
transformed by Jencks into a 
facade wide-eyed with huge 
windows, a pattern reflected in 
the ground plan of the garden. 
Here, the Yorkstone slabs, set 
in aluminium frames, repre¬ 
sent windows on the world, a 
theme running through 
Jencks’s house. 

ME AND MY GARDEN: CHARLES JENCKS 

H 

There are occasional nods to 
pragmatism in this kaleido¬ 
scope of symbolism. One side 
roof, a glorious cross between 
an onion dome and a tent, has 
been dimpled to allow a neigh¬ 
bouring Robinia pseudo¬ 
acacia to grow unhindered. Its 
branches hammer on Jencks’s 
roof when there is a storm. 

A pool of green lawn, en¬ 
closed by geometric yew hedg¬ 
ing. is at the centre of the 
garden and makes it the part 
most used For parties and 
midsummer suppers by the 
Jencks household. But it is symbolism 

which drives the 
garden. The four sea¬ 
sons are represented 

in the four comers of the plot 
by colour rather than by 
vegetation or props, as well as 
representing the four great 
civilisations, the four elements 
and other themes that come in 
fours. 

Twelve windows around the 
edge of the garden represent 
the months of the year and 
echo the four themes, with 
their groups of four panes of 
glass, which act as mirrors. 

The proper route round the 
garden is. if you are a child, by 
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A quiet comer with a spectacular view of the garden 

‘An 
eyecatcher 
at the far 
end of the 
garden is a 

mirror- 
panelled 

door 
flanked by 

pillars’ 

bicycle along ramps built into 
the brick steps and round the 
perimeter herringbone and 
basket-weave paths. Adults 
are required to take a more 
sedate path clockwise, starting 
in the east at the spring 
garden. This part of the 
garden is also themed on 
China. Chinese egg pots and 
mass-produced Chinese Chip¬ 
pendale seats symbolise Chi¬ 
nese civilisation. 

South is summer and Egypt. 
It will eventually have an 
Egyptian-style fountain in the 
comer. Autumn — the west 
garden — America, which has 
a dwarf maple for colour and 
an American chestnut 

Each quadrant includes a 
ceramic plaque picturing a 
season. The summer plaque, 
which is mounted beside the 
yew hedge, is on tracks so that 
the plaque can “grow” in time 
with the yew. 

The final quadrant north, 
which is Europe, is winter. 

Europe's story, in the Tune 
Garden at least is surreaL It is 
represented by an immense 
wooden rabbit hutch. How¬ 
ever, the rabbit died, the hutch 
disintegrated and. well, one 
can only hope that this is not a 
portent 
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Charles Jencks on the steps leading to the winter area of his garden, designed with his late wife. Maggie Keswick 

Beautiful lands with 
an aristocratic feel 

NATIONAL TRUST 

GARDENS TO VISIT 

STEPHEN ANDERTON’S 

GARDEN ANSWERS 

■ Arlington Court Devon 
The National Trust 101271350296). 
Seven miles NE of Barnstaple, a mile 
off the A39. Open April to Nov I 
except Saturdays, Uam-530pm. £5.10. 
LICHENS, which cling to the azaleas 
here, give some indication of the air 
purity. High above the nearby north 
Devon coast even the car park has 
good views. In the 25-acre park there is 
a collection of species Ash. some good 
hydrangeas, sweeps of spring bulbs 
and wildflowers. The formal garden is 
a relatively small Victorian creation set 
on a series of terraces, circular pool at 

The lake in Sandringham gardens 

tiie centre, working up towards a high 
wall and greenhouse with a cast-iron 
heron perched on top. The heron’s 
cousins flank the stone steps up to the 
entrance of the garden, black grass 
snakes in their beaks. 1 think they look 
ghastly, but the tightly clipped series of 
rose arches which stand shoulder to 
shoulder are a triumph. When l visited 
(in February, when the garden was 
officially closed) the camellias were in 
bloom and the scent of Daphne odera 
marginata filled the glasshouse. The 
one-acre vegetable, garden, which is 
open to the public, is in the process of 
being restored. 

■ Castle Bromwich Hall 
Carden Trust (0121-749 4100). Four 
miles east of Birmingham, one mile 
from J5 of M6 font northbound). 
Open today and Sept 26 for National 
Carden Scheme (2-6pm). £2. For 
further details please ring. 
THE ISth-century craze for Capability 
Brown-style landscape swept away 
many 17th-century formal gardens, 
which is why Castle Bromwich Hall is 
so interesting. It escaped the wind of 
change because Sir Orlando Bridge- 
man, a descendant of the Bridgemans 
who made the formal gardens, mar¬ 
ried well and moved into a large estate. 

■ Sow courgettes, cucumbers and 
outdoor tomatoes in individual 
small pots under glass. 
■ Complete any pruning of 
evergreens, including any hard, 
rejuvenative pruning of holly and 
yew hedges. 
■ Any large-flowered or duster- 
flowered roses which have missed 
winter pruning should still be 
lightly cut back to some strong 
shoots, but with the season so 
advanced, it is kinder not to prune 
down hard now. 
■ Lay new lawns, using turf or seed 
on well-prepared ground. Scarify 
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The three-level Victorian garden and conservatory at Arlington Court 

The hall gardens were left to fossilise 
until the beginning of this century 
when Lady Ida Bndgeman began a V;' 
kind of restoration on them. The ten F) •' V.... v :-, TT-V 
acres is sectioned off with fine brick - t - - V? 
walls, many of them rebuilt by the | " J 
trust which has been set up to restore V 
the garden. There are es pa lie red fruit 7®^- 
trees, a holly maze, a walk of variegat- .^ ^ 
ed holly, an archer/ ground, ponds. ~ ^ ~:V‘ L 
orchard, a garden of medicinal and —-—•• 
culinary herbs, and a vegetable garden A heron sculpture at Arlington 
based on an early 17th-century design. 
with plant varieties which would have ■ Sandringham Grounds, King’s 
been available to contemporary gar- Lynn, Norfolk 
deners. 77WwSi miio? wp 

and overseed thin lawns. Cut in 
pieces of turf to repair damaged 
lawn edges. Redefine lawn edges 
which have grown out of line with a 
half-moon cutter. With a hand-fork, 
or half-moon cutter, clean up grass 
on the vertical side of lawn edges. 
■ Spray fruit trees as necessary for 
scab and aphids, avoiding spraying 
when the flowers are open. 
■ Hoe regularly the bare ground 
between border plants and rows of 
vegetables, before weeds appear, 
rather than afterwards, file an edge 
on to very blunt hoes, to make them 
more efficient 

A heron sculpture at Arlington 

■ Sandringham Grounds, King's 
Lynn, Norfolk 
(01553 772675) Nine miles NE of 
King's Lynn. Open daily until July 26, 
)0Jfkun-5pm. £3JO. which 
includes entry to the museum but not 
the house. No dogs or picnics. 
PLENTY of rhododendrons, specimen 
conifers, and a fine handkerchief tree 
and lawn spread over 60 acres. Some 
of the sped men oaks on the main lawn 
were planted by Queen Victoria. And 
there is a lakeside summerhouse 
which was built for Queen Alexandra. 
Other features indude yew and box 
hedges and lime walks. A large rockery 
planted with a mass of dwarf conifers 
creates a grotto below. And the most 
striking area is that designed by Sir 
Geoffrey Jellicoe, 

Jane Owen 

ITT] I have a witch sflhou- 
Lb£J ette on the while wall of 
my parent’s boose. Are there 
any plants with black flow- 
era or plants with names 
associated with witches? My 
friend Tanya says her 
garden produced two black 
tulips last year (it said red 
and yellow on the packed, 
but these are the only black 
flowers we know of so far. 
Can you help us create a 
magical section of our gar¬ 
dens? — W. Parker, Ketter¬ 
ing. Northamptonshire 

Witchcraft by associ¬ 
ation is easy. Most of 

the dwarf Scots pines are 
cuttings from the “witches 
brooms” on the common 
Pinas syl vestris: do the names 
‘Doone Valley’. ’Wishmoor’ 
and Tanya’ appeal? Stock up 
on the blackest tulip, •Queen 
of the Night’, and plant the 
black-leafed lily grass. Ophi- 
opogon planiscapus ’Nigres¬ 
cent’ with iL The suckering 
shrub yellow-wood, Xanthor- 
rhiza simpitissima. has curi¬ 
ous tassles of blade-brown 
flowers, and good autumn 
colour. There is a marvellous 
herbaceous perennial called 
Dracunculus vulgaris which 
has tapering, mottled stems 

TONYMcSWEBCY 

like liverish giraffe’s legs, 
and in summer a vile maroon 
bucket of a flower. It stinks of 
rotten meal and is pollinated 
by flies. 

If you want to see some 
chilling, deliciously creepy 
gardening achieved by de¬ 
sign rather than planting, go 
to see the- Mystic Pbol at 
Groombridge Place. Kent 

Crass v-tj 

Grass 

Straw 

[q] Can you tdf me how to 
rot down grass dip¬ 

pings quickly? The council is 
dosing the local tip to save 
money, so f shall need to 
compost tight refuse sacks 
of clippings every time I 
mow.—J. Oddey, Homeland. 
Newcastle upon Tyne. 

A] 80 rnut* town to 
l£y cut you must have 
space to make a couple of 
wood-and-wire compost bins, 
or even just to make heaps. 
Grass clippings on their own 
are not easy to turn into good 
compost they are all soft 
nitrogen and no carbon, if 
you were prepared to take all 
that lot to the lip, can I 
Suggest you drive to a stables 
and buy some bales of straw 
and mix it in layers with the 
grass clippings. It wifi rot 
down far better. Also, treat it 

with B total Compost Maker 
for Grass, which speeds up 
decomposition. Above ail, 
turn the heaps every few 
months to keep them aerated 
and the bacteria active. May¬ 
be you should think about 
cutting some of the grass 
longer and less often. 

frYl Can I move a 12-year- 
L-^J old Magnolia steilota 
which is in flic way of the 
window cleaner? If so, 
when? It needs to be 2ft 
further back. — A. Duncan. 
Manchester. 

Al Ft hardly seems worth 
disturbing a magnolia 

to move it 2ft Can?you find a 
more flexible window clean- 
er? The time to move magno¬ 
lias. if absolutely necessary, 
is in spring, just as the leaf 
buds begin to twitch and 
show signs of life. They do 
not like being moved when 
dormant in winter, and once 
the buds have opened, it is 
too late. Move it with a big 
rootbail and the soil intact 

& Write to Carden Answers, 
weekend. The Times. 
h „lnnin&°n. Street. London El 
- .\N Advice is offered without 
legal responsibility. We regret 
that any enclosures cannot be 
returned. 
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The new John Deere mulching mowers cut up to one third ■ toepost John Deere ud. 
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Large selection of Garden Tractors and 
Lawnmowers to suit a variety of gardens 
and budgets, benefits include hydrostatic 
drive, direct collect, super efficient easy to 
empty grass collection plus many operator 
comforts. Full range of useful accessories. 
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and security of being able 

to open your garage door? 

without having to get out 

of your car. 

Guardian's roller shutter 

garage doors are fully 

automatic and are operated 

by a remote, hand held 

controller. 
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• Made from tough, 

maintenance- free duniniwfn. 

• Durable stove-enameled 

finish. 

• In a range of minus. 

• Automatic Locking. 

• Mor mode hr o periled fit 

• FuBy installed fay 

Guardian^ own craftsmen. 

The best 
activity 
toys out 

now 
ClfanMng. swinging. 

Stilling. ^ilatKinj, 

h trancing, laughing - get 

your copy of our fm 

fined brochure lot a 

lifetime of outdoor play. 

Activity Toys 
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V2 PRICE SALE 
FROM UNDER £50! 
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FRUIT 
CAGES 

mmmsT§m B® BROCHURE 
& NET SAMPLES 
Agfflrames Ltd., 
Brochure 5029 Charfwoods Rd, East Grinstead. 

Sussex RH19 2HP Uag 01342 310000 (24 ht*m 

***' p«._ 
mi p--. 3T‘ a 
B pi £* $ SiB! a !?/.* 

'3E4kf&2 

if* I 

ini 

See the largest range of high quality, 
low cost, wrought iron and timber gates 
in the UK. Prices start at just £20. 
Over 600.000 satisfied customers. 
You buy direct from the factory at 
factory prices. Nationwide 7 day delivery. 

Automatic Gate Systems Available 

awtnwer. • High Security; 

FOR A FREE BROCHURE RiNG 

01484 461010 20% a,/%% 
OB 8EIUBN THE COUPON BROW WITHOUT OUJGHXM 

FREEPOST • SEND TODAY • NO STAMP REQUIRED 
; Pest Mu GUARDIAN GARAGE DOORS, maw* 
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HIGH & LOW 

ALSO 
AVAILABLE 

COLOUR CATALOGUE 

OVER 200 DESIGNS CHOOSE FROM 

Superb Seasoned Timber Gates 
Huge selection 
available in 
singles and 
pairs made by 
craftsmen in 
prime timber. 
Available in a 
selection of 
sizes to grace 
the homes of 
discerning 
house holders. 

VISIT OUR FACTORY SHOP AND DISPLAY GARDEN 
OPEN 7 days a week Uonday-Saturday Sam • 5pm Sunday 10am • 4pm 
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Five-legged chicken, drawn by Uiisse AJdrovandi in 1642 

Conserving past 
monsters o 
natural world The Zoological Society w, 

of London — the Zoo. Jf ‘ 
in short — brings out  i 

this mom!) the first 

The Zoological Society 
of London — the Zoo. 
in short — brings out 
this mom!) the first 

issue of a new journal called 
Animal Conservation. It is a 
learned journal, devoted to 
such questions as “the popula¬ 
tion dynamics of the endan¬ 
gered Cape Sable seaside^ 
sparrow- — but all its energies 
will be harnessed to the protec¬ 
tion of animals in the environ¬ 
ment, just as London Zoo’s 
own energies are now. 

Over the past 50 years or so. 
our knowledge of animals and 
the way they live has increased 
by leaps and bounds, and our 
current concern with conser¬ 
vation has plenty of informa¬ 
tion to draw on. But in the 
Zoo’s library we can see how 
little was known 500 years 
ago. The Zoo has a fine collec¬ 
tion of early printed books 
about animals, many of them 
with magnificent woodcuts. 

Among them is the History 
of Animals by a Swiss. Conrad 
Gesner. which began appear¬ 
ing in 1551. The wonders he 
puts on show include a giraffe 
— or "camelopardali’' — with 
spots and long legs, but also 
with horns like a goat, and a 
whale with crocodile jaws. 

Skeletons of a fanciful bird, left, and a man. from 1555 

Gesner had clearly never seen 
either a whale or a giraffe, and 
depended on the unreliable 
reports of travellers. 

Even more remarkable 
creatures appear in Uiisse 
Aldrovandi's slightly later 
History of Monsters. Aidro- 
vandi has a more recognisable 
giraffe, but he also has Sia¬ 
mese-twin pigs, a child with 
four ears, four eyes and a 
beard, and a man with a baby 

growing out of his stomach. 
The creatures are arranged 
not according to any idea of 
their family relationships, but 
simply in the alphabetical 
order of their Latin names. 

Yet these were marvellous 
undertakings for their time, 
reviving with enormous vig¬ 
our the attempts made by 
Aristotle and Pliny in classical 
rimes to survey rite whole of 
the natural world. 

High-speed photography has illuminated subjects such as the movement of bird and insect wings, as this picture of an owl catching a mouse shows 

The history of our slowly 
won knowledge of the birds of 
paradise is particularly inter¬ 
esting. A ship came into Seville 
harbour in 1522. with a cargo 
of spices and a present from 
the Sultan of Batjan. an island 
in the Moluccas, now part of 
Indonesia. This present was a 
collection of brilliantly col¬ 
oured bird skins with long, 
silky feathers. They did nor 
come from the Sultan’s island 
but from the mysterious wa¬ 
ters further south. 

Most remarkable of all. 
• these birds appeared to have 
neither flesh and bones nor 
feet These had. of course, been 
removed in the skinning, but 
the idea caught hold that the 
birds were bom without them. .. urnjr -• 0~a -— 
It was thought they never Now we rely on photography for realistic images of animals 
landed, but spent rheir whole' nslfe'v*' ‘ 
lives floating in the air. A nectar of spice trees, and that 19th century. It was an apothe- TOPfe °0?1 
Spanish naturalist declared they never decayed. Perhaps, cary on a French ship who . Wl V \ *1 
that they lived on dew and the indeed, they were actually brought back the first accurate iL’lfc J NSk \1 
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nectar of spice trees, and that 
they never decayed. Perhaps, 
indeed, they were actually 
birds of paradise—and that is 
the name they have kept ever 
since. Gesner was one erf those 
who believed the stories, and 
when another naturalist point¬ 
ed out that the bones and feet 
had simply been extracted, 
very few people wanted to 
believe him. 

We now know that these 
birds are what are called 
Papuan birds of paradise, 
which have dazzling gold, 
orange and green plumage. 
They set many explorers off on 
the quest for them. As further 
specimens arrived from the 
East Indies, these “sylphs”, as 
they were also called, were 
turned into ladies' hats. It would seem that it was 

not until about 1700 that 
any European actually 
saw a living bird of 

paradise. The two outstanding 
18th-century naturalists. Lin¬ 
naeus, the first great classifier, 
and Buffon, both gave cre¬ 
dence to the legends, and 
hardly anything was known 
for certain about the footless 
birds until the middle of the 

19th century. It was an apothe 
cary on a French ship who 
brought back the first accurate 
description of their way of life. 
He watched them in the trees 
of New Guinea., and recorded 
their calls and their mating 
dances. But. unlike the other 
searchers, he was not interest¬ 
ed in their skins. An early con¬ 
servationist. he decided they 
were too beautiful to shoot 

We now know most the 
larger creatures of the arid, 
though new species of bird are 
still occasionally discovered, 
and there are undoubtedly 
many insects and simpler life- 
forms still not known to us. 
Our knowledge of these spe¬ 
cies has become very refined, 
and our pictures of them very 
sophisticated. 

High-speed photography 
has taught us about things like 
the movement of bird and 
insect wings. Underwater pho¬ 
tography has revealed riches 
no diver could ever find. We 
have taught animals how to 
photograph themselves. Tiers 
have taken excellent self-por¬ 
traits by walking into trip¬ 
wires that set off Clash- 
cameras in the trees — though 
this particular trick has been 

Conrad Gesner’s 1551 ‘camelopardali1, his view of a giraffe 

exploited by monkeys, who 
have learnt to activate the 
wires because, apparently, 
they like the flashes. 

Much of this new know¬ 
ledge has been turned to 
conservation purposes. For ex¬ 
ample, an interesting discov¬ 
ery has been made about the 
decline in the number of song- 
thrushes. It would seem that 
the decline is due to an 
increased number of deaths 
among fledgling and first-year 
birds. Why this age-group has 
become so vulnerable is not 
known, but the discovery 
.points the way to the next 
stage of research — just the 

sort of thing the new journal 
will concern itself with. 

Meanwhile, one can visit the 
London Zoo's library in Re¬ 
gent’s Park to see those 
spectacular early books. There 
are evening library tours, cost¬ 
ing £750 per person, at which 
experts will talk about the 
books and the illustrations. 
The next one is on Wednesday. 
April 22. And just outside the 
door are the animals 
themselves. 

• The Libnuy. Zoological 
Society of London, Regent’s Park. 
London NW! 4RYfO!7h449 
&&5). The tour includes 
refreshments. 
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CHANGING TIMES 

More joy than joyriding 
1 hey kneecap persistent joyriders ji n m w I i l !■ | m __ _■ j ,_ _ They kneeeap persistent joyriders 

in. Northern Ireland — and that 
doesn’t stop them. The police lay 

spiked grids in front of fleeing stolen 
cars — lo little effect. The courts lock up 
boy-racers and death-riders, but they 
emerge more skilled at hotwiring cars 
and the flourishing art of “taking and 
driving away". , 

Britain is the champion of car crime. 
A car is broken into every 20 seconds, 
and rates of theft are twice as bad as the 
next worse country, America. Despite 
betier locks and shatter-proof windows. 
493,000 cars were stolen in I99ti (150.000 
remain unrecovered). 

Peter West from the Mderton Motor 
Project in Deptford, southeast London 
— a pioneering anti-joyriding scheme — 
knows prison is no answer for the young 
guns of New Cross, a one-time black 
Spot of car-crime. 

“Eighty per cent of auto offenders 
reoffend after custody." says Mr West, 
project director. “They become 
criminalised, pick up tips, and come out 
believing they're villains.” 

Ilderton diverts joyrider interest in 
cars from criminal to the legitimate. For 
a few of the 19 local lads (aged 13-24). the 
banger racingprojeet is an alternative to 
custody. Some on the scheme have 
stolen cars to drive home from prison; 
others have taken ambulances, a JOB. 
and a train from New Cross Station. 
Most though, are there voluntarily, 
keen to avoid the undertow of the local 
jump-a-car culture. 

Eepjtfard’is joyriders start young. P r. . '-- juuilg. Wiu VCIJ Mac- 

Some begin at six. Many have their first , orientated, irresponsible, immature and 

Former boy-racers working on bangers 

stuttering taste behind someone else’s 
wheel at 10, II or 12. Their favourite 
targets. West says, are sporty coupes - 
Astras, Golf GTIs — and Fords, 
including Sierras, Granadas. Capris 
and Cortinas. Souped-up Ford 
Cosworths are an ultimate prize. 

At the motor project, abandoned cars 
donated by the police are stripped, 
converted into bangers, customised, and 
raced. All youngsters pilch in. nothing is 
spared. Glass, dashboards and radia¬ 
tors are ripped out; petrol tanks are 
moved and modified: roll bars and 
racing belts installed, in the process, 
offenders learn teamwork, self-control 
and patience. “They arrive very sdf- 

excitement-minded.- West says. They 
want everything instantly." Instead, for 
three months they work for between two 

^^nights a week before getting a 
race. They learn to live For the sake of a 
promise,” he says. 

Free-for-all banger racing fSumo 
WTCsding with cars." Perry says} is the 
stoned and aggressive ronie many at 
udenon crave. For once, bodywork 

s a-lS..cnimPled become a 
responsibility. Noses are broken, collar 
bones sprung. 

kkk on a race track teaches 
mem they’re vulnerable." West says. 
ain? re?,ise toat Ladas. Beetles 

Ford Anghas are lethal weapons." 
nrniaw^00^ at IIderton denies the 

thp^^SUfu for ^ ar8ue 
whiJ^ up"artitude is flawed- 
fihhi ^00 a week - four- 
«™w reoffend within 12 months - a 
SSS?* *«n5 costs £100.000 a 

L Wiih ai" “ £4° a per youngster 
w 43 per L^ni never reoffending. 

JcS. A 1996 Home Office 
thnTSl1^ project Deptford 
terms of rS runninS 0051 in 
ance inri^UC? P°*ice- medical, insur- 

^«arPdn^n ?US- We^ m0re 
Ptrnf appears 10 be working for 
in tKe mo^T1 h go on 10 something 
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overalls. t^^!aSy 
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When it comes to aphids, my instincts are those of Saddam Hussein. I don’t negotiate. I simply reach for the nerve gas’ When we got tack io London, 
everything looked completely 
different When we left, the 

ouds on the hawthorn hedge were just 
^ weather may have been 

mild but. as far as the garden was 
concerned, it was still the fag end of 
winter. And then off we went for a week 
to Devon, and although it was mild 
enough while we were there, the weath¬ 
ermen kept saying that the rest of the 
country was in the grip of foul wintry 
conditions, so I was quite unprepared for 
the metamorphosis that had taken place 
m our absence. 

The front garden had disappeared 
behind a thicket of green. The hawthorn 
hedge looked like a kind or large, shaggy- 
roated animal. There were bluebells in 
flower, and great arching stems of 
dicentra, and forget-me-nots, and wild 
strawberries, and on the peony a green 
and bronze bud the size of gobstopper. 

Hacking a path to the front door. I 
noticed that it was not only the flora thai 
had been thriving in our absence. The 
Gloire de Dijon was covered in bright 

Small, horrid and in my 
oorai buds, each uf which was edged with 
a frilly throng of jade green aphids. 

Now, when it comes to aphids, my 
instincts are those of Saddam Hussein. I 
don't negotiate. I simply reach for the 
nerve gas. 1 know that this is wrong. 
Charles’s mother once gave me a serious 
lecture on the subject. Aphids and white 
fly and red spider mite and all their 
disgusting friends and relations, she 
said, are to be treated kindly but firmly. 
Squash them between finger and thumb, 
or sprinkle them with Fairy Liquid, but 
on no account was i to resort to my illicit 
stockpile of Rose Clear. It was disrespect¬ 
ful to the garden’s eco system. 

She was quite right, of course. And 1 
am amazed at how much of an eco sys¬ 
tem we have on the Trafalgar Road. 
There are bluetits in the buddleia. black¬ 
birds in the honeysuckle, house martens 
under the eaves, a squashed frog outside 

the from gate and, 
most thrilling of all. 
apairofwrensinthe 
clematis. 

1 was doing the 
washing up after 
breakfast when I 
first saw those 
wrens, and 1. froze 
like a statue in yellow 
rubber gloves. They 
bad dearly oome 
visiting because of 
my aphids — they 
were scoffing them 
like Alexander de¬ 
vouring jelly beans 
— and I would very much like them to 
stay for ever. On the other hand, I would 
also like to sec some proper flowers on 
my roses. What am I to do? It is all veiy 
well for Charles's mother to say that 1 

must eschew toxins. 
Charles, at 42. is 
more or less able to 
amuse himself, leav¬ 
ing his mother with 
sufficient leisure to 
conduct her search- 
and-dcstroy sorties. 
Bur I have no such 
freedom. Unless 
there is some fero¬ 
cious activity from a 
ladybird posse I 
think it will have 
to be the Saddam 
solution. 

Anyway, 1 was try¬ 
ing hard to ignore the activity of a couple 
of million bright green bodies as I put my 
key in the lock. “Look.'” I said to 
Alexander, “Are you sure we’ve come to 
the right house? Everything looks quite 

JANE SHILLING 

garden 
different'' As it happened, we had been 
talking in Devon about change. It began 
with the house, where we have been 
staying for five years, and where there 
has recently been a change of house¬ 
keeper and, in consequence, a change of 
atmosphere; palpable as you step 
through the door. 

Then there was the small pub where, 
last year, a kind, shy young man had let 
us sit by the fire and served us a lunch so 
splendid that even Alexander abandoned 
his usual gambit when faced with a pub 
lunch — which is to assume the 
expression of Mrs Sidney Webb on being 
offered a stiff one. dearie, by Rosa Lewis. 

This year there was a posh lady in a 
baseball cap behind the bar. who ban¬ 
ished us to a back room and produced for 
lunch a piece of brill so ancient that it put 
me in a lowering rage for the rest of the 
afternoon. “So you see." 1 said to 

Alexander “Nothing stays the same, and 
it is best if you don’t expea it to." 

We were down on the beach, just 
finishing a kind of re installation. On a 
large, flat rode we had assembled a 
seashore sculpture — people and tables 
with food on them and beds with 
seaweed sheets. It was amazingly beauti¬ 
ful and now the tide was lapping around 
our gum boots ready to sweep it away. 
Naturally. 1 had forgotten the camera. I 
always forget the camera. But, in any 
case, if you are playing with a person, 
you cant be skipping about, recording 
the occasion for posterity. Thau presum¬ 
ably, is what daddies are for. - 

“We could take it home, perhaps." said 
Alexander. We thought about it. “I think 
it is beautiful because of where it is." 1 
said. “We’d better let the sea have it back. 
Everything has its end. One of these days 
you wont want to come to Devon any 
more, you know." “No. no.” said my son. 
with a passion that made me wish I could 
get on with my original plan, and have 
six little boys just like him. “I will never 
not want to come to Devon with you." 

John and Jane Proudfoot chose to send their daughter Emily to a state school, where she ha< progressed well... 

Privately we feel we 
ought to go public Julie Lloyd has a problem. 
Working as an unpaid class¬ 
room helper at her daughter 
Gail's school, she witnesses 

every day the lack of tune the 
teacher is able to give to the’ 
brighter children. She does not 
blame the readier; indeed, she 
sympathises with her having to 
deal with 34 six-year-olds, many 
with learning diffioilties or behav¬ 
iour problems. But that is little 
comfort as she watches her awn 
daughter sitting bored in the cor¬ 
ner. There is a solution to the 
problem, but it goes contrary to 
Julie's deep-seated belief that pri¬ 
vate education bestows an unfair 
advantage on the children of the 
well-heeled. 

Mrs Lloyd is lucky. She can, at a 
pinch, afford the £2300 a term it 
will cost to send Gail as a day pupil 
to a prep school where she will be in 

Should it be the local comprehensive or the hideously expensive 
boarding school for your child? Fred Redwood talks to parents 

a class of only about 15 pupils. 
Gail^ chances of academic success 
will be improved. Only 7 per cent of 
children attend independent 
schools bat they supply more than 
25 per cent of university students. 

The choice of private or public 
sector education is faced in thou¬ 
sands of homes every year. Political 
correctness and the enormous cost 
of private education are not the 
only factors. Take, for example, the 
case of Jules and Sally Beckett and 
their son Justin, who was identified 
from an early age as dyslexic. The 
couple sought help for Justin at a 
local prep school, a derision which 
Mrs Beckett, a farmer comprehen¬ 
sive school teacher, does not regret 

Justin now has a reading age 
way above that of his contemporar¬ 
ies thanks to the individual help 
that he received. However, this 
year the school relocated and the 

Becketts were faced with the choice 
of finding another prep school or 
enrolling Justin, now 11. in a 
comprehensive. They derided to 
keep him in the private sector. 

“Justin is now used to classes of 
15," Mrs Beckett says, "so he’d find 
coping in a group of 30-pfus in a 
comprehensive extremely difficult 
Also he would be considered very 
advanced in a state school. There's 
a good chance held initially be 
bored and demotivated by the 
standard of the work set 

“As a teacher I have witnessed 
first-hand the beys’ culture of ‘It’s 
not cool to be dever’. It worried me 
that Justin would be vulnerable to 
these influences.” 

Having derided to stick with 
private education. Mrs Beckett 
found choosing a new school 
difficult She had several in her 
locality but with only two years left 
for Justin at prep schooL the nature 
of the public school which he would 
move on to at 13 also entered the 
equation. She did not want him to 
attend one of the more exclusive 
schools because she worried that 
coming from a comfortable but 
fairly “normal" background could 
cause him to be socially isolated. 
Nor did she want him to board. 

“We just want Justin to go 
somewhere which prepares him tor 
life in the outside world. 1 think we 
have made the right choice — but 

who knows? We were first-time 
buyers in the private sector and 
that makes things more difficult for 
us. This has ban one of the most 
stressful derision-making proces¬ 
ses we have been through." It is also possible to move to the 

private sector at foe sixth- 
form stage, as Penny and 
Windsor Jones from Basing¬ 

stoke did with their son Adam, a 
talented rugby player. To help him 
realise his potential they sent him 
to the sixth form at MillGeld — a 
school renowned for its sports 
stars, as well as its fees for boarders 
of more than £4300. He was 
successful there and eventually 

became a professional rugby player 
with Richmond. When younger son 
David came to the sixth-form stage, 
Mrs Jones faced a dilemma. "He 
wasn’t nearly as good a rugby 
player as Adam but we couldn't 
deny him the opportunity we had 
given his brother; it could have led 
to ill-feeling.” 

Jane Proudfoot is unusual in 
haring switched her son Oliver 
from the public to the private 
sector, then back again — all before 
he had even reached the age of II. 

“We simply reacted to different 
circumstances.” she says. “Our 
daughter Emily was young for her 
year at primary school aruf she was 
constantly stimulated by the work 
there. But Oliver was the oldest in 
his class and he found the work too 
easy. He was bored and he was be¬ 
coming a bit of a nuisance. So we 
opted for a local prep school. We 

felt guilty because it seemed that we 
valued Oliver's education above 
Emily's, as he alone was going pri¬ 
vate. But it wasn't like that at all." 

Mrs PTOudfoot was delighted 
with the standards at the private 
school. Oliver made excellent 
progress — so why return to the 
public sector? "It was another 
difficult decision but basically it 
was for social reasons. Oliver was 
losing contact with local friends 
and keeping in touch with chums at 
the private school which, when 
most of them lived a Jong distance 
away, was impossible. It made the 
holidays lonely for him. 1 liked the 
local comprehensive so we moved 
him bade to the state sector." Mrs 
Proudfoot explains. 

Ultimately, perhaps, it is the 
happiness of the child that counts 
above all — as most parents would 
no doubt agree. 

The news about sex: don’t do it 
Schools are 

targeting the very 

young with a 

definitive message, 

Josa Young says 

For teenagers, sex is one of the 
mast exciting highs on offer — 
with the added advantage that is 

costs nothing. And children today are 
bombarded by the media with approv¬ 
ing images of adult sexuality. With 
jaboos removed, more and younger 
children begin to have sex — and 
babies and sexually transmitted dis¬ 
eases. You can hardly open a paper 
without seeing a picture of a smirking 
couple. She has a swollen belly. He's 
12. enjoys football, and is taking a day 
off school for the birth. If there is no 
reason to wait for marriage, why wait 
for anything? 

In spite of all the sex education 
forums, summits and task Torres — 
and the millions of pounds of health 
budget money’ spent on contraceptive 
services, counsellors and drop-in cen¬ 
tres — teenage conceptions, which 
plummeted in 1975 when contraception 
became freely available on the NHS. 
have risen for II out of the past 15 years. 

No maner how many condoms are 
rolled down educationally over carrots, 
voung teenagers remain hopeless at 
contraception. About 40.000 teenage 
girls have abortions every year. Be¬ 
tween 1992 and last year, the propor¬ 
tion of children admitting to underage 
sex had risen from around 20 per cent 
to around 30 per cent As for sexually 
transmitted diseases. let's Just start 
with the 39.000. and growing, new 
teenage cases of chlamydia every year 
_ a relatively sympiomiess infection 
that often leads to infertility if left 
untreated. The results don’t come 
cheap for health authorities but, until 
now. sex education was the business of 
[he Department of Education and 
Employment, not Health. 

At last, co-operation between the twn 
departments is on the cards. Tessa 

Teenagers seem to be reluctant to take contraceptive advice 

JowelJ is the latest health minister to 
tackle teenage pregnancy. Last month 
she suggested that, “if we can get boys 
to be more in touch with their feelings, 
it would be a marker for progress". 

“Boys shouldn’t so much get in touch 
with as manage their feelings.” says 
Tim Hull consultant to the North 
Essex Health Promotion, which is 
spending a great deal of money on a 
unique and effective approach to sex 
education. Developed by Drs John 
Tripp; Fran Phelps and Alex Mellanby 
at Exeter University’s Department of 
Child Health, the A PAUSE experi¬ 
mental programme aims not to leach 
contraception, but to discourage under¬ 
age sex altogether. 

In a classroom at Colne Community 
School in Brightlingsea. five attractive 

16 and 17-year-olds stand up in from of 
a horseshoe of alert 14-year-olds. They 
introduce themselves in a well-re- 
hearsed routine. “I’m Ben." “I’m Char¬ 
lie.” "im Sarah..Young voices, 
unembarrassed and well-informed, 
call out answers to questions about 
whether it is worth having sex. 

These teenagers are being taught 
by their senior peers how to 
reject sexual advances in lessons 

called “the power to be ME". In a 
mirror of the anti-drugs campaign, 
they are helped to “just say no". While 
encouraged to feel positive about their 
developing sexuality, they develop 
skills to help curb their impulses and to 
"postpone acting just on feelings". 

Two "peers" take chairs in front of 

tiie class and demonstrate a scenario of 
one teenager pressurising another for 
sex. Then peer swaps with pupil and. 
with lots of encouragement and a blush 
or two, the pupil says "No" firmly,and 
means it They cover the principles of 
assertiveness. Look your partner in the 
eye when you say no; if that doesn't 
work, walk off. 

A PAUSE seems to be achieving its 
objectives. Results published in the 
British Medical Journal show a dear 
decrease in sexual activity among 
pupils taught using the programme, 
when compared with controls. The 
children displayed increased know¬ 
ledge. and the confidence to manage 
not only relationships but also a wide 
range of other challenging situations. 
Pernicious myths — such as girls 
getting a - “bad reputation” if they 
choose to have sex — evaporated in an 
atmosphere of openness. Throughout 
the programme, teachers, parents, 
school governors and students were 
asked what they thought The support 
was overwhelming. 

The cost benefits to the local health 
authority are not immediately appar¬ 
ent Prevention is always hard to assess 
economically. A school using the 
programme that has had two teenage 
pregnancies in a year might believe it 
has failed—until it considers that there 
might have been five without it 
Research demonstrates that teenage 
girls often bitterly regret having sex too 
early. These teenagers show every sign 
of being able to make informed choices 
about contraception when the right 
time comes for them. 

It is not possible to quantify the 
happiness that children will enjoy if 
they are allowed to grow up at their 
own pace, gain confidence and resist 
peer pressure and misinformation. 
“Having sex at 12 or 13 robs you of 
childhood, and ft is the job of parents 
and teachers to safeguard childhood," 
says Tessa JowelJ. In the modem 
world, you cant safeguard childhood 
by shrouding it in ignorance. Know¬ 
ledge is power, and the A PAUSE 
programme is a proven tool. 

•A PAUSE is basal at the Department of 
Child Health. Post-Graduate Medical 
School, University of Exeter. Exeter EX2 
5$Q (01X24131ST). 
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Build on your own 
particular passion 

Scottish yoga weekend in the 
Trossachs. At Lendrick Lodge, 
Callander, Perthshire, with 
the Ruth White Yoga Centre 
(0181-644 0309). From £108. 
Motor rating in single-seal 
racing cars. An introductory 
course with personal instruc¬ 
tion and solo laps. With Ang¬ 
lian Activity Breaks. Norwich 
(01602 700770). Price £120. 
accommodation available. 
Reading Latin; A Jazz week¬ 
end; D.H. Lawrence and 
E.M. Forster. An introduc¬ 
tion to world religions. Sub¬ 
jects under discussion at the 
University of Cambridge. 
Madingley Hall (01954 
210636). Price per course £120. 
inclusive. 
Upstairs, downstairs: life in 
an English country bouse: 
Buddhism and philosophy; 
Ancient Egyptian religion. At 
Dillington House. Uminster. 
Somerset (01460 55866). From 
£105 residential. £79 non- 
residentiaJ. 
Baskets, bunches and boxes. 
A flower-arranging weekend 
at Homcastle College, Horn- 
cast! e. Lines (01507 5224491. 
Price £86 full board. 

MAY *5 
Spring into summer. A four- 
day health and fitness week¬ 
end. with yoga, exercises, 
workouts, pool sessions and 
line dancing at the Eamley 
Concourse, Chichester, Sussex 
(01243 670392). Price £218 resi¬ 
dential, £144 non-residential. 
Surfing, windsurfing, ski 
surfing, kayaking, Canadian 
canoeing, sailing, climbing. 
At Outdoor Adventure. Butte. 
Cornwall (01288 361312). 
Weekend rates from E123, 
inclusive of full board, tuition 
and equipment 
Advanced bridge; Don Gio¬ 
vanni-, Patchwork and quilt¬ 
ing: Architectural dues. At 
the Hill Residential Centre, 
Abergavenny, Gwent (01495 
333777). Price per course £88. 
Life and landscape painting; 
China painting; Bridge; Con- 

AND ACTIVITIES 

Yul Brynner-type photography aficionados can head for Dartmgtan HalL Devon (May 8-10) 

tinental lacemaking. At the 
Homcastle College, Homcas- 
de. Lines (01507 522449). Price 
per course from £86. inclusive. 
Learn to play the mandolin in 
a weekend: Music for man¬ 
dolin ensembles: Anglo-Sax¬ 
on literature. Ar the Wansfell 
College, Theydon Bois. Essex 
(01992 813027). Price per 
course £85. 

MAY 8-10 
Have a go at rock climbing. 
At the Castle Head Held 
Centre, Grange-over-Sands. 
Cumbria (015395 34300). Price 
£120 residential £96 non- 
residential, including equip¬ 
ment and instruction- 
Creative Writing. At the Car- 
berry, Musselburgh, near 
Edinburgh (0131-665 3488). 
Price £65. 
Glass — from (he Renais¬ 
sance to the present day; 
Uteraiy prize winners. At the 
Maryland College. Woburn. 
Milton Keynes, Bedfordshire 
(01525 292901). Prices from £99 
residential and £76 non- 
residential. 
Spring gardens; Photo gra- 

Leam more about ancient Ef 
discovered in the tomb of 1 

phy; Embroidery:At Darting- 
ton Hall.Totnes. Devon (01803 
866688). Prices from £150 resi¬ 
dential and £130 non- 
residential. 
Bird songs and calls; 
Watercolours for absolute 
beginners; Microscopy for 
beekeepers. At the Flatford 
Mill Field Centre, East Berg- 
holt. Essex (Q1206 298283). 

, such as those 
lu, in Norwich (May 8-10) 

Prices per course E105 residen¬ 
tial. £85 non-residentiaL 
Spring birds. At the Univer¬ 
sity of Cambridge. Madingley 
Hall (01954 210636). Price 
£120, inclusive. 
A festival of Verdi; The Tao of 
downing; StilHife painting 
—- Cezanne Landscape and 
garden history; An Introduc¬ 
tion to home interior design. 

Sign up for a course on the rigar-chomping Churcfuli and pick up a few handy hints oo leadership, in Essex (May 8-10) 

At Missenden Abbey, Greai 
Missenden, Buckinghamshire 
(01494 890296). Weekend 
prices from £159 residential 
and £69 non-residential. 
An introduction to croquet: 
Relax with raffia: Flowers in 
watercolour. Bridge for 
improvers. At the Old Recto¬ 
ry. FlttlewDrth. Pul borough. 
West Sussex (01798 865306). 

Prices from £114 residential 
and £90 non-residential. 
Cavaliers and Roundheads, a 
weekend on the English Civil 
War. At Wedgewood Memo¬ 
rial College. Barlaston, Staf¬ 
fordshire (01782 372105). Price 
£70. inclusive. 
Winston Churchill — a study 
in leadership. At Wansfell 
College. Theydon Bois. Essex 

(01992 813027). Price £85. 
inclusive. 
A pottery weekend in Leo¬ 
minster. Whh Acorn Activities 
Of Hereford (01432 830083). 
Price £144. Also an Air experi¬ 
ence weekend flying in heli¬ 
copter. balloon, microlight 
and glider, £325. inclusive. 
A singer’s workshop; Ancient 
Egyptian Painting. At the 

Wensum Lodge. King Street, 
Norwich (01603 666021). Price 
per course £84. 
Rock climbing, mountaineer¬ 
ing and canoeing, walking 
and scrambling in the Peak 
District. With Peak Odysseys 
of Eccleshall (01785 850314). 
From £120 for two days. 

Robin Neillands 
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•Real-life Lassies to the rescue 
Mountain 

rescue teams 

are using family 
pets to help 

save lives, finds 
John Young High on the slopes 

of Glen Etive, in 
the Scottish High¬ 
lands, a distant 

figure in a bright yellow jacket 
jfe moves across the foot of a 
' sheer rockfoce. Below him. 

leaping and weaving from 
side to side, harder to spot 
against the background of 
boulders and heather, is a dog 
in search of the scent from 
another human hidden some¬ 
where on the hillside. 

Kenny Lindsay, a police¬ 
man from the village of Glen¬ 
coe, and Shadow, an 15- 
month-okl German shepherd, 
are taking pan in the annual 
trials of the Highland section 
of the Search and Rescue Dog 
Association (SARDA). The ob¬ 
ject of the trials is to assess 

O whether dogs have been 
trained by their handlers to 
the level of skills required to be 
part or a mountain rescue 
team. 

On the road below, Les 
Silkowski is sitting in his car 
with Tanga a two-year-old 
Belgian shepherd-Border col¬ 
lie cross, awaiting their turn 
on the hill. If Tango does his 
stuff, by locating two volun¬ 
teers acting as “casualties™ 
who have supposedly lost their 
way or injured themselves in 
the mountains, he will gradu¬ 
ate from novice to fully fled gal 
rescue dog. 

Although, like Lindsay. 
Silkowski happens to be a 
policeman, a member of the 

’ - Strathclyde Police mountain 
rescue team, he is anxious to 
point out that Tango is not a 
police dog but his own domes¬ 
tic peL The same goes for all 
the dogs owned by members of 
SARDA. most of whom are 
civilian volunteers, men and 
women who know the moun¬ 
tains and their dangers, and 
who are prepared to be called 
out at all hours — and in any 
weather — to save lives. 

The use of dogs for moun¬ 
tain rescue goes back to at 
least the 17th century, when 
the -monks of the St Bernard 
■Hospice, on the border of 
Switzerland and Italy, em¬ 
ployed them as guides to locate 
travellers who had lost their 
way or been buried in 
avalanches. In the First World 
War dogs were trained by the 
Red Cross to find wounded 
soldiers on the battlefield dur- 

Search and rescue dogs need to be familiar with helicopter winches. Hugo, front, with handler Alan Kirk, and Bracken, with Darren Streatham. are about to go flying 

ing lulls in the fighting, identi¬ 
fying those who were still alive 
qy their scent During the 
London Blitz, in the Second 
World War, they were used to 
trace people buried under 
rubble in bombed buildings. 

In 1963, Hamish Machines, 
leader of the Glencoe Moun¬ 
tain Rescue Team, was invited 
by the International Red Cross 
to observe a course in Switzer¬ 
land for training dogs to 
rescue avalanche victims. He 
realised that the training 
methods could be adapted to 
the hills and moors of upland 
Britain, where avalanches 
were rarer, but where weather 
conditions could be equally 
extreme and climbers and 
hikers frequently got into trou¬ 
ble. SARDA came into being 
two years later, and today, in 
Scotland alone, comprises 23 
separate teams totalling some 
700 members and their dogs; 

ADOPT ME 

REGGIE and Mabel are 
two ten-year-old chinchil¬ 
las who were brought in to 
the Felixstowe centre when 
their owner developed an 
allergic reaction. They are 
nervous, but with handling 
will become more friendly. 
Ideally. Reggie and Mabel 
need to stay together. Ifyou 
would like to adopt them, 
please contact Malcolm 
Scrivener at the Blue Cross, 
01394 2S3254. Reggie and Mabel: edgy 

there are also branches in 
England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland. .• 

It can best be described as 
the inland equivalent of the 
Royal National Lifeboat Insti¬ 
tution. manned entirely by 
volunteers, receiving no gov¬ 
ernment funding, yet working 
dosely with the police and the 
Royal Air Force. In Scotland, 
all mountain rescue opera¬ 
tions are coordinated by the 
police who decide what re¬ 
sources are needed and in 
most cases call on SARDA for 
assistance. 

Although SARDA is happy 
to train dogs for both the 
police and the RAF. it' has 
become increasingly accepted 
that “uniformed” dogs are best 
restricted to crime prevention, 
drugs detection and guard 
duties, leaving mountain res¬ 
cue work to the “civilians". 

Ahvyn Jones, honorary sec¬ 
retary of SARDA’s Highland 
section, is a Welshman who 
moved to Scotland to work in 
local government Some 15 ■ 
years ago, while living on the 
island of Arran, in the Firth of 
Clyde, he was was taking part 
in a search for a missing 
climber. “We were using the 
traditional method, about 15 of 
us strung out in a line comb¬ 
ing the hillside back and forth. 
Then suddenly we saw this 
dog which found the person in 
less than half an hour. I 
thought, blow me, this is the 
way to do it instead of 
tramping up and down with a 
heavy padfTon your back." 

Jones rejects the idea that 

most of the demands on the 
rescue services arise from 
foolhardiness. Even experi¬ 
enced mountaineers can get 
into trouble, and most walkers 
and climbers are far more 
knowledgeable and better 
equipped than a generation 
ago. he points' out Besides, 
much of the RNLI’S work 
involves rescuing amateur 
sailors rather than profession¬ 
al seamen. Outside the Kings 

House hotel, a lone¬ 
ly outpost in the 
spectacular wilder¬ 

ness that surrounds the main 
road from Glasgow to Fort. 
William. Ftem, a two-year-old 
Border collie, is being initiated 
into the rescue business. Her 
handler lets her play with .a 
squeaky toy before a colleague 
carries it off and hides with it 
behind a rod; a couple of 
hundred yards away. Re¬ 
leased from her lead she 
quickly pitks up his scent and 
is reunited with her plaything. 

“For rescue work you have 
to look for a dog with plenty of 
stamina.1’ Mark Shewiy. one 
of the association’s RAF mem¬ 
bers, points out “The most 
popular breeds are collies, 
German shepherds and labra¬ 
dors. They must also have a 
pjayful temperament. If they 
don’t enjoy playing games, 
they can’t be trained.” 

Out on the Black Conies 
John Armstrong, one of seven 
assessors appointed for the 
weekend's trials, is keeping a 
.close eye on a patch of boggy 

Les Silkowski watches his dog Tango locate a “casualty”, Silkowski's son Kenneth 

moorland, about a mile 
square, where Rudi, a three- 
year-old German shepherd, is 
being put through his paces. 
He will be expected to find two 
“casualties” in the space of 
about an hour, a task which 
would probably take six 
humans about three times as 
long. 

“Dogs do have their limita¬ 
tions,” he concedes. “You obvi¬ 
ously can’t yse them on steep 
rock faces where they would 
be fighting for their own 
survival. 

“They're not so good in 
forests, or in very hot weather 
when there’s no wind to allow 
them to pick up the scent. Bui 

in the right conditions on open 
ground they are incompara¬ 
ble. They’re brilliant at night, 
because they're not relying on 
sight to find their quarry. 
Humans can’t work in the 
dark.” 

On the Sunday morning, a 
helicopter arrives to practise 
winching the dogs to the 
ground and back up again. On 
rescue operations all the dogs 
wear harnesses which also 
allow them to carry lights at 
night and. equally important¬ 
ly, let them know that they are 
on duty. 

“As Soon as they see the 
harness, they think ‘Ah. we’re 
playing this game, are we? We 

know what this is all about’,” 
Jones says. “But I also think 
they can tell the difference 
between an exercise, like this 
weekend, and the real thing. 
The adrenalin is different” 

Happily, “the real thing” 
does not occur too often. For 
most of the year these dogs live 
lives no different from any 
ordinary family pets. 

But like their human own¬ 
ers. when the call comes they 
are trained and able to re¬ 
spond to it. 

m Donations to the Search 
and Rescue Dog Association 
should be sent to Alwyn Jones, 
Toux Croft. Fenerangus. Mintlaw. 
Aberdeensh ircAB42 8LX. 

A VET WRITES 

How can 1 stop my cal 
scratching the stair 

carpet? I've tried using repel¬ 
lent sprays and hitting him 
with a rolled-up copy of The 
Times when I can catch him 
doing it but most of the 
damage occurs while 1 am at 
work. Please help. 
r*~j The Devil finds work for 

idle hands and claws. If 
your cat is left alone for 
several hours at a time he has 
to find! something to do — and 
the carpel suffers. Try to re¬ 
direct his energies rather than 
using The Times as a guided 
missile. Offer him a scratch¬ 
ing post in the shape of a log of 
wood — with the bark on — 
scented with cat-nip. Cars 
dislike walking on aluminium 
foil. A sheer of this covering 
the bottom three steps will 
protect the stair carpet and 
make him avoid that area. The 
best solution of all could be a 
cat-flap to allow your car to 
come and go as he wishes and 
occupy himself exploring the 
great outdoors. 

What is elbow dyspla¬ 
sia? I’m thinking about 

getting an Irish wolfhound 
but a “doggie” friend tells me 
(his can be a problem In the 
breed. Please explain. 

Elbow dysplasia (ED) 
occurs in a number of 

breeds — mainly the bigger 
ones — when parts of the 
bones making up the elbow 
don’t fuse together completely 
as the puppy grows up. De¬ 
tached bits of bone in and 
around the elbow joint can 
cause osteoarthritis and a 
painful lameness. There is an 
inherited predisposition to this 
problem, and the British Vet¬ 
erinary Association and the 
Kennel Club launched a 
screening programme last 
month to combat this. Three 
X-rays of each elbow are 
evaluated by a panel of veteri¬ 
nary scrutineers who grade 
the elbow from 0-3. The lower 
the grade, the better the elbow. 
It will take a few months 
before puppies bred from cer¬ 
tified “good elbow” parents 
are available, but if you can 
wait that’s the best way of 
keeping clear of trouble. 

We have nearly an acre 
of lawn, and I would 

love to see three or four 
peacocks strutting across it 1 
have set peafowl eggs under 
broody hens for the past two 
years and they have hatched 
very wen — Ove chicks last 
year. But at six weeks of age 
they developed diarrhoea, 
lost weight and all died 
within a fortnight A post¬ 
mortem reported “black¬ 
head”. What is this and how 
can we prevent it ? 

Blackhead is caused by a 
single-cell parasite Hist- 

omona meleagridis. It’S car¬ 
ried by the poultry pin-worm. 
Heterakis. Adult poultry carry 
blackhead and pin-worms but 
show few signs of ill-health. 
The foster-mother hens are 
almost certainly rhe source of 
the infection. Worm ail your 
laying fowl and treat them for 
blackhead at least a month 
before they sit on the eggs. Try 
turkey feed containing anri- 
blackhead additives and 
house the pea chicks on 
ground that hasn’t been used 
by poultry for the past year. 

James allcock 

• Write to The Times Vet. 
Weekend, The Times. 1 
Pennington Street. London El 
9XN. A 5Wee is offend without 
legal responsibility. He regrets 
that he cannot reply to letters 
personally. 

The osteopath 
with a taste 

for the wild life 
Andrew Morgan meets the man who heals 
animals’ wings and limbs with his hands 

JUSTIN > 

adger now running around 
lloucestershire should be 
rateful that Tony Nevin was 
when a car knocked it down, 
his expertise as Britain’s 

ildlife osteopath, it would 
ertainly have died. Although 
was broken, the animal’s 

; were not functioning after a 
the spine, it needed Mr 

skilled manipulation to ease 
darion. otherwise the limbs 
ave seized up for good, 
evin spends most of his time 
on humans at his surgeries 
;nham and Srroud. but he is 
igly absorbed with the 
lershire Wildlife Rescue 
>ased at Harbuty College, an 
iral training establishment 
mcester. Last year, the centre 
th 2J33 patients, with Mr 
orking his magic on a range 
als from the tiniest wren to 
l birds of prey, but also foxes, 
«ts and even reptilcs. 
Iped to set up the centre three 
io with Alan Brockbank, a 
Is PC A inspector, and Alan’s 
ouise. The college allows 
3 its facilities and lets them 
» acres of woodland for 
es. Until then, Mr Nevin 

osteopathy on pels for 
Itenham vet, Guy Mewha- 

Williams. who thought his charges 
might respond more quickly to 
manipulation than drugs and sur¬ 
gery. Wild animals were a natural 
progression. 

Osteopathy is proving a vital aid to 
recovery. Manipulating bone and 
soft tissue has cut the rehabilitation 
period by two-thirds, reducing stress 
and leading to a 70 per cent success 
rate. Badgers respond best and owls 
and bats also have impressive recov¬ 
ery times. 

Crucially, this rapid turnaround, 
under the supervision of the Malvern 
vet Peter Creber, also means that 
animals can readjust more easfly to 
the wild. Badgers, in particular, need 
to get back to their own. kind as 
quickly as possible to re-assume their 
social position. As with humans, 
osteopathy helps to improve circula¬ 
tion and lymph drainage, while 
maintaining the nerve connections. 
To achieve this, it is vital to balance 
the muscular and skeletal system. 

On this particular day, the exqui¬ 
site eyes of a sparrowhawk are fixed 
on Mr Nevin as he manipulates its 
bruised right wing, while Mr 
Brockbank has the arduous task of 
holding it and risking pecks and 
damage from its needle-sharp talons. 
The female bird was injured when 
it flew into a domestic aviary at 

Tony Nevin manipulates the bruised right wing of a sparrowhawk 

Andoversford while trying to attack a 
budgie and was unable to fly away. 
The bird is due for release soon near 
to where it was found. 

There is also a rather frisky barn 
owl, struck mi the wing as it tel on a 
dead rabbit in the road. The third 
patient is a male swan which split a 
tendon after flying into a pylon. It is 
surprisingly calm as its wing is 
gently rotared. 

Mr Nevin, an osteopath for ten 

years, was always confident that 
successful techniques on people 
would work on animals-“The wing of 
a bird is just an adapted arm.” he 
says. "However, birds have a highly 
vascular system and their bone 
structure is different from mammals. 
So the amount of pressure applied is 
tempered so that tissues are not over¬ 
stressed. All the time, there’s feed¬ 
back through my fingers, with tissues 
idling me what’s right and what’s 

wrong. With a bruised wing, I’m 
looking for relaxation of the muscles 
so there’s good lymphatic drainage 
and blood flow to repair the tissues.” 

In the main, animals such as 
raptors are not aggressive. "Through 
my hands. 1 must convey that I’m 
non-threatening and they respond to 
it instantly," says Mr Nevin. “One of 
the first things we realised — and the 
most fascinating — was that wild 
animals recover from injuiy even 
more quickly than domestic pets. 
They, in Turn, respond twice as 
quickly as humans." 

Safe methods of restraint are used, 
but never sedatives. An animal's 
head can be covered to keep it calm 
and the heart beat monitored to sec if 
it is frightened. If sa nothing is done 
for a few moments to let it relax. Mr Nevin has used his skills 

at Twycross Zoo. Leicester¬ 
shire, and recently lectured 

at zoos in the United Stares on 
elephant osteopathy. He has also 
worked on tapirs, chimps, wolves 
and a cheetah with lower-back prob¬ 
lems who leant against him purring 
and dribbling, ana was reluctant for 
him to stop. 

To expand the field. Mr Nevin 
recently delivered a lecture to 
Wildaid. which links rescue centres, 
and he is trying to set up workshops 
to teatii the basics to another osteo¬ 
path and volunteers. The Gloucester¬ 
shire centre is not open to the public 

. because it was felt it would be unfair 
to the animals. Opening would solve 
cash problems but tin-rattling is still 
die main income after the National 
Lottery refused a grant. 

Mr Nevin feels no sense of loss 
when creatures are set free. “It's 
wonderful because they never thank 
you — and that’s great," he says. “As 
a species, we do so much harm. It'S 
good to be able to give something 
back." 
• TonvSevin can be contacted on 
0831759339. 

FINDING A LEGGY FRIEND ■ YOU ARE looking for 
your ideal partner 

and, wary of leaving future 
domestic bliss to chance, 
you contact a Woking-based 
dating agency. Back comes 
a questionnaire: Were you 
the boss in your last rela¬ 
tionship? Would you de¬ 
scribe yourself as assertive? 
Will you be hoping to 
breed? Within weeks you 
could be in a new partner¬ 
ship — with a dog. 

Dial-a-Dog is Britain's 
first human/canine “dating 
agency” aimed at matching 
a would-be owner with the 
breed best suited to their 
personality and lifestyle. 
“Everyone I knew would 
consult me when they 
thougjht of buying a dog," 
explains Beverley Cuddy, 
who set up the agency, “so 1 
decided to find a way of 
holding people's hand when 
they take the plunge." 

Would-be owners who 
ring the freephone number 
are sent the questionnaire 
and their answers are 

forwarded to an adviser 
who will recommend the 
breeds most suited to their 
circumstances. Cuddy has 
assembled more than 200 
specialist advisers and 50 
general volunteers who will 
explain, for instance, why 
you don’t want two springer 
spaniels if you are two full¬ 
time GPs. They feel they're 
doing a service to protect 
dogs and owners," she says. 

Once you have your 
shortlist of suitable breeds, 
the service can put you in 
touch with relevant breed¬ 
ers. But Cuddy advises 
people against going to look 
at puppies until they know 
exactly what they want. 
"Even the most hard-hear¬ 
ted person finds it difficult 
to walk away from a cute 
pup. A year later you could 
find that you have a fully- 
grown Siberian husky in 
your basement flat" 

Anna Tims 
• Dial-a-Dog is a free 
service on 0503 OIHSS. 

PETTY 

Diak^Dog aims to match pets with owners 
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Advertisement 

By John WUletend, 
Media Service, 

{Canton. OHIO. USA) If you 
want to lose weight slowly, do 
aerobic exercise. If you want to 
lose weight fast, do anaerobic 
ex erase. 

Many studies have shown 
that anaerobic exercise burns 
more calories and thus mote fat 
than aerobic exercise. Bui, a 
Colorado State Uni versify study 
has proven that anaerobic exer¬ 
cise actually bums mere than 5 
limes more calories than aerobic 
exercise (see Figure l j. 

Also, aerobic exercise can 
typically burn 25* muscle and 
75% fat for body energy. 
Anaerobic exercise bums 100% 
fat for body energy. The reason 
for this will be given shortly. 

One hour of anaerobic exer¬ 
cise is worth more than 5 hours 
of aenfcic exercise to bum calo¬ 
ries and thus fit and anaerobic 
exercise brings you many other 
fitness and health benefits that 
aerobic exercise does not. 

Actually, in many cases, 
anaerobic exercise can burn os 
much as 7 times more calories 
than aerobic exercise if you 
match the way many typical peo¬ 
ple do aerobic exercises versus 
doing proper anaerobic exercis¬ 
es. And then; is yet another fac¬ 
tor that could cause anaerobic 
exercise to bum over 10 times 
more fat than aerobic exercise. 

Technically, the difference 
between aerobic and anaerobic 
exercise is this; Aerobic exercise 
is that which causes the body to 
utilize oxygen to create energy. 
Anaeptbic exercise is that which 

causes the body to create energy 
without oxygen because the 
demand tor energy is so fast and 
large that the body most create it 
from numerous natural body 
chemicals. Aerobic exercise is 
generally associated with non- 
resistance exercises such as aero¬ 
bic classes, jogging, treadmills, 
ski machines, air gliders, exer¬ 
cise hikes and various sports 
such as rocquctball. Anaerobic 
exercise is associated with resis¬ 
tance exercise especially Dang 
weights which in tun consumes 
many calories and builds muscle 
and bones and in the process also 
rejuvenates organs 

But for the pmcc that warns 
to lose weight, it is anaerobic 
exercise that will give them the 
most far burned for every minute 
of exercise versus aerobic exer¬ 
cise. 

Abo. it is a myth that anaero¬ 
bic exercise done with weights 
will put bulky male-type muscles 
on women. Women do not have 
the hornwoes for that to happen. 
Tbe female bodybuilders seen on 
TV bodybuilding contests get 
those muscles by taking hormon¬ 
al supplements and doing super 
extensive weight training that is 
not necessary to achieve weight 
loss and a well .shaped body. 
Women can add muscle without 
increasing size because muscle 
weighs so much more than hit. 
Women will actually reduce their 
size 

Anaerobic exercise fatigues 
and breaks down some of the 
muscle and stresses booes. This 
causes muscle and bones to build 
or rebuild and become stronger. 
Hot of all the body must rebuild 
the broken down muscle and 
then it actually strengthens the 
muscle and the bones because it 
perceives that the body will need 
extra strength in the future. The 
process of building and rebuild¬ 
ing new muscle and bone 
requires a substantial amount of 
calories. It is (he same situation 
that exists in children and ado¬ 
lescents who are constantly 
building new muscle, bone and 
organs and therefore, can con¬ 
sume a great deal more calories 
and not gain weight. 

Professional bodybuilders, 
for example, can jump tbe 
amount of calories they bum per 
day from 2300 calories a day to 
over 9.000 calories per day in 
some cases due to anaerobic 
exercise. 

Bui the benefits of anaerobic 
exercise do not stop there. The 
building or muscle and bone 
requires organs to engage In 
extra performance which in turn 
revitalizes the organs. The 
building of muscle and bone also 
requires the body to produce 
youth retired hormones. Besides 
building muscle and bone, these 
you*-[dated hormones. as docu¬ 
mented in scientific studies from 
tbe University of California. Son 
Diego, also increase the sex 
drive and provide better sexual 
performance. The mind also 
benefits in that people who do 
anaerobic exercise also have 
been shown to have better men¬ 

tal performance according to sci¬ 
entific studies. 

On (he other tide of the com, 
people who do not engage in 
anaerobic exercise as tbey get 
older will lose muscle, lose bone 
mass, gain fat and experience tbe 
deterioration of internal organs 
and the cardiovascular system. 
A. new Tufts University study 
found that tbe average woman 
after the age of 30, every 10 
years lores 5 pounds of muscle, 
loses I0W of her bore mass and 
gains 10 pounds of faL By age 
50. the average woman is nearly 
50% body fat and has lost 20% 
of her bone mass. 

The Tufts study also found 
that you are never too old to get 
anaerobic exercise benefits. It 
was found that anaerobic exer¬ 
cise increased (he muscles and 
bone density of uunrog home 
patients in their 80s and 90s, 
increased their strength by 175% 
and many of them got rid of their 
walkers. 

Another reason anaerobic 
exercise is so important with 
regard to losing excess fat is this; 
When you diet and do not do 
anaerobic exercise, the body is 
designed to perceive that it is fat, 
not muscle, that will he needed 
in the future and the body actual¬ 
ly starts burning a substantial 
amount of musdr. When you do 
anaerobic exercise, the body per¬ 
ceives that it Is nrosdr that it will 
need in the future and starts 
fawning excess fat at a very high 
rate. This is wby aerobic exercise 
usually bum 25% muscle and 
75% fat while anaerobic exercise 
bums 100% faL 

Also, every pound of new 

Figure 1 

Below is the comparison of the amount of calories burned in 60 
minutes of aerobic exercise and 60 minutes of anaerobic exercise. 

Exercise 

Aerobic 
Exercise 

Anaerobic 
Exercise 

Calories used 
during exercise 

210 

650 

Additional calories 
usedZhrs. after 
exercise 

25 

150 

Additional calorics 
used 3-15 lira, after 
exercise 

260 

(RrcDr.QristqibcrMelby.^Gfiectofacuicrcsisnmceexerctseoapoa- 
exerase energy expemfimre and resting metabolic rate." Department of 
Food Science and Human Nutrition. Colorado Slate Univmityl 

muscle created by anaerobic 
exercise will bunt on extra 30-40 
calories per day just to maintain 
the muscle while you are sitting 
Idle. Therefore, if you build just 
3 pounds of new muscle, this 
will bum approximately an extra 
100 calories per day or 36,000 
calories per year. Since there ate 
3,600 calories in a pound of fat. 
this means you would lose (0 
pounds of fat per year for doing 
nothing. Tfau's not bod! 

But yon must do proper 
anaerobic exercise to get ade¬ 
quate benefits. Improper anaero¬ 
bic exercise will yield minimal 
results. 

Proper anaerobic exercise 
requires proper resistance and 
proper movements against this 
resistance. Popular gimmick 
machines soch as rowing 
machines, flex band machines, 
ah gliders, ab rollers and so on. 
provide very minimal anaerobic 
exercise results and, in many 
cases, very minimal aerobic 

exercise results. Most of these 
machines only exercise 20% to 
50% of the musdes at best. 

To do proper anaerobic exer¬ 
cise. it is necessary to be under 
certified instruction nod use the 
proper resistance cquipsnwu. 

Tbe best resistance equip¬ 
ment is free weights, mainly 
dumbbells. Dumbbells exercise 
90% of the body's muscles and 
are tbe heat of resistance equip¬ 
ment used by professional body 
builders. 

In the post the only way to 
get proper anaerobic exercise 
was to hire a certified personal 
trainer and go to a full gyra. 

However, a new, advanced 
anaerobic exercise program has 
been developed by Bioiecb 
Research which requires only 10 
minutes a day. 5 days a week and 
utilizes items around foe house 
to substitute for dumbbells. 
Information on this new 
advanced program is given 
below. 

New, advanced speed anaerobic exercise method takes only 10 
minutes a day at home before you shower only 5 days a week 

Each 10 minutes is the equivalent of a 28- to 60-minute typical full gym 
workout and bums more fat than 2 hours of typical aerobic exercise. 

new. 

John Whitehead. 
Services 

(Canton. OHIO, USA) !r may 
be tbe biggest development in 
exercise in die past 50 years. 

, This development is a 
• advanced, 10-miaate • 

obic exercise method that reduces 
to insignificance the time and 
inconvenience required for proper 
anaerobic exercise. It also makes 

' .anaerobic exercising much easier, 
la only 50 minutes a week you 
will get much better results than 
(he typical person who does kto- 
bic and anaerobic exercises in a 
fall gym for 45 to 60 minutes, 3 
lints a week. 

Each 10 minutes of this new 
anaerobic method burns more 
calories than 50 minutes of proper 
intense aerobic exercise and 2 
hours of typical aerobic exercise. 
U will also give you cardiovascu¬ 
lar benefits. 

With rhis new method, for 
only 10 minutes a day before1 you 
shower, only 5 days a week, yon 
will be able to eliminate excess 
fat. eliminate a pm belly, gain a 
stronger, more attractive body: 
gam stranger bones; gain better 
organ function, including better 
sex drive: increase your mental 
abilities and you will become 
much more attractive. Those are 
the scientifically proven result! 
people get from proper anaerobic 
exercise. You will also gain a 
great deal of athletic ability 
including being able to drive a 
golf ball 30 yards oc more farther. 

This new exercise method is 
UlC.£amBUqULAdmcgil-Lft: 
Mimnc.SBc«I.E«crela..MeitaKt 
There is a program for men and a 
program for women. The men's 
program is designed to give (he 
desirable V shape fw tbe nm flat 
abdomen and other desirable male 
appearances. Tire women's pro¬ 
gram is designed la provide 
women with the desirable female 
body whkb consists of a smaller 
lower body, smaller calves, small¬ 
er shapely thighs and hips, lifted 
rounded buttocks. Rot abdomen, 
knger busline, and small but firm 
arms. 

Tbis new advanced method 
was developed by Bioiecb 
Research and Frank Csropiirili. 
considered by many to be 
America's leading certified per¬ 
sonal trainer. You probably aw 
already familiar with Cirtiprtdli, 
tbe best-selling fitness book 
author who has been seen on TV* 
and In nearly every newspaper in 

This new advanced anaerobic exercise speed method mu developed 
by Slouch Research and Frank CtuaptielS (pictured tenser above), 
the best-sdUng fitness book author who h considered by many to be 
America's leading certified personal trainer. CamphelK'i advanced 
10-minuU per stay 5-day a week exercise program am quickly pro¬ 
vide job whh a body such as Brian Fife and MtcheBe TaBtoo pie- 
taxed above with CampheiB. 

the country. 
As you also may be aware, 

new research has found that 
anaerobic exercise (which builds 
muscle, bone and cuts fail is 
cumulative. This means (bat it 
doesn't manor bow long you exer¬ 
cise in each anaerobic exercise 
session during the week. It only 
matters bow many total minutes 
of actual anaerobic exercise 
engagement you do per week. It 
also matters what type of exercise 
you do during (hose minutes 
because wrong methods will not 
work and the new advanced 
anaerobic exercise methods get 
beuar results la less time dan the 
old-style methods. 

You can do this advanced 
meffiad anywhere — in your bed¬ 
room or bathroom before you 
shower, in your living room while 
wructwng foe news in foe evening 
or even while you are af work. 

Research has determined foal 
ibis advanced program will cut 
oearty j hours off die total tstaer- 
obic exercise time required for the 
typical person who carries out 
proper anaerobic exercise in o 
gym, To do proper anaerobic 
exercise means under certified 
supervision at a full gym doing 
three 45-minute workouts per 
week. For 3 times a week, 
Biotech Research calculmiotn 

show that the local ume involved 
in preparing to go to foe gym, dri¬ 
ving to the gym. waling to gee on 
equipment and driving tack home 
totes well over 6 hours per week. 
This can all be replaced with 10 

mjancs per day, 5 days per wodc. 
which fa a tool of 50 minutes a 
week. 

Besides cutting the prepara¬ 
tion time, drive time and waiting 
Ume, Frank Campitefii 'i methods 
also cut tbe time of the actual 
exercise sesrion needed far good 
results. Tins has been done in two 
ways. First, the exercise roadies 
are mar advanced than old-style 
exercise routine* and oocosqiliib 
more in foe ante imauus of actu¬ 
al exercise engagement. Seoul, 
doing these advanced routines 10 
minutes a day elimripies tbe 
requirement for rest periods 
between exercise sets. Research 
found foar rest periods consume 
75% of the typical 45-60 mrwfle 
anaerobic workout Surprisingly, 
there is only 10 to 15 mimnes of 
actual exercise engagement It 
was fond that people can easily 
do 10 minutes of anaerobic exer¬ 
cise without a nett period This 
rest period elimination also pro¬ 
vides cardiovascular benefits In 
addition to foe anaerobic benefits 
and. (herefote. bndi are gamed at 
the same time. 

Research bas determined that 
each advanced CampiieUi work¬ 
out of 10 nunuleB is at least the 
equivalent of foe exercise time of 
a 23-minute proper anaerobic 
work our; and, in many typical 
cases, it equals or exceeds the 
effective exercise time of a 45- 
cmiiuK to one 4wur workout 

CampiieUi then scientifically 
sequenced 20 of these daily itf- 
mimrc exercise routines in a way 
foot exercises and builds every 
body muscle with optimum efiec- 
tiveoess and optimum use of time. 
And, you don't repeat the same 
exercise routine far a month. 

The CampirelU advanced 10- 
minure speed workout is also 
mudi mure effective than foe typ¬ 
ical 45-minuie to 60-minute 
workout for the following rea¬ 
sons. 

Few people engage in proper 
exercise even though most drink 
that they do. 

Casual exercise such as wast¬ 
ing, golfing or even using a tread¬ 
mill will not produce adequate 
weight loss or fitness. Sir-ups and 
AB rotten will absolutely never 
work to flatten your abdomen. 
Gimmick machines such as row¬ 
ing machines, ski machines and 
for gliders give you very trammal 
anaerobic (muscle building and 
totting} exercise benefits. Also all 
these gimmick machine* provide 
very minimal aerobic exercise 
benefits in most cases. 

But even people that go to a 
well-equipped gym reap very 
nsnrmat exercise benefits in most 
cases. This has nothing » do with 
foe equipment bra rattier foe way 
that they use foe equipment. Most 
people think thgy know it all 
about exercise. But contrary to 
this belief, the fact is thai few peo¬ 
ple (mow how to properly exer¬ 
cise and man are amply wasting 
their time in a gym. 

Most people gain their exer¬ 
cise knowledge from friends in a 
gym throughout their life and it 
ends up bong foe blrod-leading- 
the-WmdL Most of these gym and 
spa members do not even realize 
that tbey ate not even exercising 
over 50% of their muscles. Most 
will do popular eaauses such as 

bench poeoes and curls and total¬ 
ly avoid the most critical areas 
such as back, shoulders and criti¬ 
cal lower body areas. The way 
that they do their exercises is usu¬ 
ally primitive, inefficient and thus 
mostly ineffective. 

IhcjamritriM-AdyonsBUSL 

MinuttJimLEaadic-Mfllintl 
was developed by Frank 
Compitelli, a certified personal 
burner and nucritioota; Ric My, a 
national bodybuilding champion; 
a medical doctor, and other 
Biotech Research naff member*. 
This method bos 20 scieotificany 
structured and scientifically 
sequenced 10-raioute exercise 
routines that will provide you 
with effective anaerobic exercise, 
cardiovascular benefits, and 
excellent remits for the mint mum 
amount of time, inconvenience 
and effon. It also eliminates foe 
boredom of exercise because you 
do not repeat a routine for 4 
-weeks. Tbe prajjam includes; I) 
twenty 10-mi/nue. separate exer¬ 
cise rootinea on videotape set to 
music done one each day only 5 
days a week so you do not repeat 
the routine for 4 weeks; 2) the 
same 20 workouts on handy cards 
with photo Uluaratiocu. and 3) tbe 

Compitelli Advanced nutritional 
program tint was produced with 
one of the nation’s (op gourmet 
cbefa foal will enable you to lose 
weight by eating 300 to 400% 
more and better tasting food. 

If you are not totally satisfied 
you may return The Campltelli 
Advanced. IQ-Minute Speed 
Exercise Mefopd within 30 days 
of receipt far a fall refund. You 
have nothing to risk. 

Tbe comparative price for 
such a program is £79, but with 
your Reader's Discount Claim 
Form below, you may receive 
your program for only £19.95 + 
PAP. Tbae are separate programs 
for men and women. To get your 
Canraitelli- Advanced iO-Minute 
Sneed Exercise Method, fill out 
and return the discount claim 
fonn or Tet 01483204404. 

Website 
tnpj/www-provxirsporu contfworiuik 

READER'S DISCOUNT CLAIM FORM 
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New research finds that anaerobic exercise 
burns over 500% more fat than aerobic exercise 
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I say, I say... that’s no joke 
Eve-Ann Prentice meets the 
rabbi whose wife has banned 

his mother-in-law jokes 

ANTHONY UPTON 

Have you heard ihe 
one abuui the rab¬ 
bi who made jokes 
about his mother- 

in-law during his sermons? 
His wife produced a gag of her 
own: she ordered him to stop. 

Now the congregation at the 
Mill Hill synagogue in north¬ 
west London is divided be- 

. tween those who want Rabbi 
, Yitzchak Schochet to carry on 

regardless and those who are 
pleased thar his wife has put 
her foot down. After four-and- 
a-half years of 
hearing the rabbi’s 
endless repertoire 
in the style of the 
late Les Dawson, 
king of the mother- 
in-law jokers. 
Chani Schochet 
told her husband to 
ditch the offending 
jokes, and he 
promised to steer 
clear of the subject 
of mothers-in-law, 
saying: “My wife is 
the centre of my 
universe so I’ll 
have to adhere to 
her wishes, even if 
i don't understand 
them." 

Even some LesD 
mothers-in-law 
who attend the synagogue 
have defended the rabbi, while 
some of the men who once 
supported the quips have 
joined his critics. "I think the 
husbands were getting a tell¬ 
ing-off from their wives when 
they gut home." one man said. 

The rabbi has vowed not to 
go entirely straight, and says: 
■ I will carry on telling jokes, 
because it ensures thar people 
come back and that the syna¬ 
gogue is upbeat and welcom¬ 
ing. It is not just a matter of 
telling jokes, there is a moral 
to them, and the last thing I 
want is for people to go home 
feeling worse than when they 
came in." 

Rabbi Schochet says: “I get 

Les Dawson 

on well with my mother-in- 
law. as everybody knows: the 
jukes are just pan of my 
overall humour. There is a lot 
of truth in jokes." 

Amid a culture which has 
seen the actress Maureen 
Lipman personify the Jewish 
mama in television adverts for 
British Telecom, the rabbi is a 
baffled by the objection to his 
mother-in-law jokes. “Women 
play a profound role in sus¬ 
taining the spiritual role in 
maintaining Judaism,” he 

says. “More so now 
than 30 years ago." 

One of the many 
jokes which his 
congregation will 
no longer hear is: 
"My mother-in-law 
went to the Cham¬ 
ber of Horrors. She 
slopped by an ex¬ 
hibit but was told: 
‘Please keep mov¬ 
ing. we are stock¬ 
taking*." 

Another tells of a . 
man at a sellout 
football match, 
tickets to which 
were like gold dust. 
He notices that the 
seat next to a 

wson woman by his side 
is empty, and asks 

if she knows why. “It was for 
my husband." she says. 

“Why isn’t he here?" the 
man asks. 

“Because he is deceased," 
the woman replies. 

"Well, why on earth didnt 
one of your sons come in his 
place?" the man asks, baffled. 

“They couldn’t come 
because they are at the 
funeral." the woman says. 

Rabbi Schochet, who has 
been married for nine years 
and whose favourite comedian 
is Robin Williams, says: “My 
having been curbed is nothing 
to do with political correctness, 
which I think is a nonsense. 

‘There are some jokes I 
would never tell in a syna- 

\ ft 

Rabbi Yitzchak Schochet says he doesn’t want people “to go home from the synagogue feeling worse than when they came in” 

gogue — sexual jokes, for 
instance. But that is not to say 
1 would not tell a sexual joke in 
a meeting or hall, as long as it 
was not too near the mark." One of die women, 

members of the 
Mill Hill congrega¬ 
tion who defends 

the rabbi is Susan Myeroff, 
who has been a mother-in-law 
for two-and-a-haif years. She 

says: “I think people who want 
to stop the mother-in-law jokes 
are just stupid. It makes no 
odds to me; it brings light and 
air to our services. I think 
Rabbi Schochet is lovely, and 
the old fogeys should wake up 
if they want to keep the 
community together." 

One sign of the rabbi’s 
popularity is that the number 
of people belonging to the 
synagogue has risen from SCO 

families to 730 families since 
he arrived. 

The Toronto-bom rabbi will 
not be avoiding women alto¬ 
gether in his jokes from now 
on, though. As he was prepar¬ 
ing this week’s 15-minute ser¬ 
mon on the subject of making 
the most of opportunities, he 
slipped in another joke... 

"A Jewish woman selling 
pretzels’in New York is puz¬ 
zled by a man who always 

comes by, pays a quarter, but 
never picks up a pretzel. This 
goes on for some time until, 
one day. the woman runs after 
the man as he walks away. ‘I 
know why you are chasing 
after me... you want to know 
why 1 always pay a quarter 
but never take a pretzel.’ the 
man says. 

“The woman replies: ‘No. I 
wanted to tell you that the 
price has just gone up’.” 

In 1871 my great-grandfather. 
Rabbi Aryeh Leib Frumkin. left 
his home in Kelme. Lithuania, 

and set out on a fateful journey. He 
was one of the first generation of 
religious Zionists. His destination 
•..as Jerusalem."Hecarried with him 
one treasured possession, a Torah 
scroll, which to him represented the 
biblical covenant between the Jewish 
people and their land. There, he 
believed. Jews would find peace. 

Four years later. George Eliot 
published Daniel Deronda. It too. 
was about a journey to Jerusalem. 
Deronda is an assimilated Jew in 
whom the vision of the return to Zion 
re-a wakes. He'recovers his Jewish 
identity and travels to Israel to revive 
the “organic centre” of his people. 
For Eliot, the idea of a Jewish 
homecoming was one of the great 
romantic possibilities. “The world 
will gain as Israel gains." she wrote. 
“There will be a land set for halting- 
place of enmities." 

The reality proved darker than the 
dream. In 1881. pogroms broke out in 

We have found our home, 
now we must seek peace 

more than a hundred towns r^r 
in Russia. My great-grand fa- |rf 
ther toured Europe, arguing ‘ I I 
for Jewish immigration to rai 
Israel as a matter of life- 
saving urgency. In 1884 he 
bought land in Petach TEkva 1 
(The Gateway of Hope), buDt 
the first house there, and 
began turning a malarial _ 
swamp Into an agricultural 
settlement. As it grew, however, so 
did the hostility of the surrounding 
Arab population. Ten years later, 
after an attack on the village, he 

JONATHAN 
SACKS 

fiftieth anniversary of the State of 
Israel No event more starkly 
epitomises the tragedies and tri¬ 
umphs of Jewish life in the 20th 

came to London. Neither Europe nor century. In 1948. world Jewry was 
the Middle East was yet ready for "a 
halting-place of enmities”. 

On April 29th we will celebrate the 

still devastated by the Holocaust 
Since the rise of Hitler, Jews had 
sought a place of refuge and found 

■ the doors of tiie world dosed. 
They needed a home, in the 
sense defined by the poet 
Robert Frost as the place 
where “when you have to go 
there, they have to take you 
in". The State of Israel was 
the child of the nightmare of 
anti-Semitism and the dream 

____ of tiie return of a people to its 
ancestral home. 

Israel was bom in war. The day 
the State was prod aimed it was 
attacked on all its borders. It has' 
faced war and terrorism ever since. 
Yet it remains the fulfilment of a 
prophetic dream. Because of Israel. 
Hebrew, the language of the Bible, 
has become again a living tongue. A 

once desolate landscape has become 
a place of forests and farms. The 
State of Israel has rescued Jews from 
every country where they faced 
persecution. 

After centuries of dispersion, the 
Jewish people has returned to the 
land to which Abraham and Sarah 
first travelled four thousand years 
ago. It has emerged from the shadow 
of death to new life. If we search, as 
the prophets did, for the presence of 
God in human history, surely it is 
here. And it will be to God that on 
Israel's Jubilee we will give thanks. 

But the search for peace remains. 
Jews did not return home to make 
others homeless. Nor did they escape 
millennia of suffering to inflict 
suffering on others. Isaiah's words 
25 centuries ago still define Israel's 
challenge and its hope: “I will make 
peace your governor and righteous¬ 
ness your ruler. No longer will 
violence be heard in your land.” 
• Dr Jonathan Sacks is ihe Chief Rabbi 
of the United Hebrew congregations of 
ihe Commonwealth. 

Church services for tomorrow 

Great escape 
remembered 

Second Sunday of Easier. 
ARMAGH CATHEDRAL: tO HG II S 
Euch. Shepherd m D. The Dean; 3.15 Ch E, 
Sumsion in A 
BANGOR CATHEDRAL: S HG 9.45 
Boreal Weddi: 11 Euch. Metrical Gloria 
(Camberwell): 5 Cymun Bendigakt 
BELFAST CATHEDRAL- 10 HG 11 S 
Euch. View me Lord (Lloyd): 330 Ch E. 
BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL: 9 MP; 
9.15 HC; N Ch Euch. Kelly in G 4 Cb E. 
Stanford in B flat. 
BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL 8 HG 9.15 
Ch M. A: Blessed Ik die God and Fiilher 
(Wesley); 10.30 Euch. Darke in E. Cancm 
Hindk^' 4 Ch E. 
BRECON CATHEDRAL 8 Eudi. II M. 
Boyce in C: 3.30 E. Stanford in G A: Ye 
choirs of new Jerusalem (Stanford). 
BRISTOLCATHEDRAL 7.4Q M;8 HG 10 
Euch. Canon P Johnson: 3.30 Ch E. The 
Gloucester sen-ice (Howells). 
CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL 8 HC: 
w.30 M; 11 S Euch. Mass for four voices 
(Bvrd): 3.15 E. Sower by in D: 630 Compline. 
CARLISLE CATHEDRAL 7.45 M: 8 HG 
10.30 S Euch. Vaughan Williams in G 
minor. Canon D Weston: 3 EP. 
CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL 730 MP: 
S HC: 930 Euch. Rev K Hacker Hughes: 
(1.15 Euch: 6 E. Rev I Moody. 
CH ESTER CATHEDRAL 7.45 L8 HC; 10 
Euch. Rev T Barker: 1130 M. Stanford in B 
Hat: 3.30 E. Walmisley in D minor: 630 ES. 
Canon O Conway. 
CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HC 10 
M. Boyce in C: 11S Euch. Jackson m G. Rev 
M Mankielow: 3.30 E. Day in B flat. 
CHRISTCHURCH CATHEDRAL Dub¬ 
lin: 11 S Euch: 330 Ch E. Sumsion in A ■ 
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL Ox¬ 
ford: S HC: 10 M: 11.15 S Euch: 6 E. 
DERBY CATHEDRAL 8 HC: 10.45 S 
Euch. Missa papae MareeDi (Palestrina). 
Canon S Barbv: 6 Easier carols. 
DURHAM CATHEDRAL 8 HC; 10 M. 
Stanford in B flat: 11.15 HC. Mass in lour 
[uns (Byrd): 330 E. Second service 

iibbons). 
ELY CATH EDRAL 8.15 HG 10.30 S Euch. 
Mi>*a euge bone (Tye). Canoni Inge; 3.45 E. 
Bairs tow in D. 
EXETER CATHEDRAL 8 HG 9.45 S 
Euch. Missa oscuJeievr me (Lassus); 1I.I5M. 
A: O sing unto ihe Lord a new song 
(Tomkins): 3 E: 630 ES. Canon D Ison. 
GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL- 8 HC 
10.15 Euch. Darke in F. Canon R Grey; 3 E. 
Mv beloved spake (Aiban-Joms). 
GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL fi HC: 945 
S Luch. Dum trans-isset (Taverner): 11.30 M. 
Stanford in B flui. b30 E Wood in D. 
HEREFORD CATHEDRAL S HC: 10 
Euch. Nlifea brevis (Ives); 11.30 M. Slaniard 
in B flat: 330 E. Sumsion in G. 
LEICESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HCsJU MS. 

LICHF1 ELD CATH EDRAL 8 HG 1030 5 
Euch. Jackson in G, Venerable A Sadler 
330 E. Dyson in D. 
LINCOLN CATHEDRAL 7.45 L 8 HC: 
930 S Euch. Vaughan Williams in G minor; 
11.15 M. Stanford in B flat. Canon □ 
Griffiths: 1230 HG 3.45 E. Wood in D. 
LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL 8 HG 1030 
Euch. Rev G Davies: 3 Boys Brigade service. 
Rev S Peirce; 4 HC. 
LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL- 8 HG 9 C: 
10.45 S Euch, Sumsion m F, Rev N G Jones: 
12.15 HG 330.630 E. 
MANCHESTER CATH EDRAL 8.45 M: 9 
Euch: 1030 S Euch, Congregational mass 
(Beer): 630 EP. 
NEWCASTLE CATHEDRAL 730 M: 8 
HG 930 S Euch, Messe solennclle (Vieme): 
6 Ch E. Dyson in D. 
NORWICH CATHEDRAL 730 MP; 8. 
9.15 HG 1030 S Euch. Missa brevis 
(Berkeley): 330 EL Collegium Magdaienae 
oxoniense (Leighton); 630 Healing service- 
PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL 930 
M. Ireland in F; 1030 Euch. Missa diensis 
(Wills): 3.30 E, Watson in E. 
RIPON CATHEDRAL 8. 930 Eudi: 1130 
M; 12.30 Euch. Canon H Garside: 530 E. 
Walmisley in D minor. 
ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HG 9.45 
M: 1030 S Euch. Chrisms Resurgens 
(Lassus): 3.15 E. Salisbury service (Lloyd). 
SALISBURY CATHEDRAL 8 HG 10 
Eudi, Stanford in C & F. Very Rev D 
Watson; 11.30 M. Boyce inG Rev A Philip; 3 
Ch E, Murrill in E. 
SHEFFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HG 10 
MP: 1030 S Euch. Mass for five voices 
(Byrd). Venerable S Lowes 630 Festal E. 
SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL- 9 Eudi: 11 
Ch Euch. Four part mass (Byrd). Aj 
Ado ramus le Christe (Lassus); 3 E, Ireland 
in F. A: Achieved is the glorious work 
(Haydn). 
TRURO CATHEDRAL SHOM:IOS 
Euch. Coronation mass (Mozart), Canon M 
Bvrom: 6 E. Stanford in JB fiat. 
WAKEFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HC; 9.15 
Cl Canon R Cage: 11 SolEuch:6E. 
WESTMINSTER ABBEY: 8 HG 10 M. 
Briiten In C. Canon M Middleton: H.15 
Eudi. Mass in four pans (Byrd): 3 G 
Bairstow in D; 5.45 Organ Redial: Martin 
Baker: 630 ES, Sister H Markey. 
WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL 7. H. 9 
Mass: 1030 Sol Mass: 12 Mass: 330 Sol V & 
B- 5 30.7 Mass. (Choir is an vacation). 
WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL- 10 M- 
Stanford in B flat: 11.15 S Euch, Vaughan 
Williams in G minor. 330 E. Collegium 
re-ale (Hovwfis), Oman P Morgan. 
YORK MINSTER: 8. BAS HC; 10 S Eudi. 
Darke in F: 11.30 M. Stanford in B flat: 4 E. 
Canon Dr J Tyy. 
ST ALBAN’S CATHEDRAL Hertford¬ 
shire- 8 HC: 930 Euch; 11 M. Britten in C. 

IU5 HC; ti30 E. Wnod (n fi. 

ST ANDREWS CATHEDRAL 
Aberdeen; 8 HC; 10.15 S Euch. Cantique dc 
Jean Racine (FaurtJ): 630 Ch E, Ye choirs of 
new Jerusalem (Stanford). 
ST ASAPH CATHEDRAL Denbighshire 
8 HC: 11 Ch M. Above oil praise (Men¬ 
delssohn). Canon D Roberts; 3.30 E. 
ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL Pembroke¬ 
shire: 8 HG 930 Cymun Bendigaid: 11.15 Ch 
M, Harwood in A fiat; 6 Ch E, Collegium 
regale (Howells). 
ST EDMUNDSBURY CATHEDRAL 8 
HG 10 S Eudi. Rev R Davey; 1130 Ch M. 
Britten in G 330 Ch E. A Worthy is the 
lamb (Handel). 
ST FIN BARREL CATHEDRAL Cork; 8 
Euch; 11.15 Ch Euch. Rawsthome in G 7 
Sung Compline. 
ST GILES’ CATHEDRAL Edinburgh: 8. 
10 HG 1130 Science festival service: b 
StGites u Six; 8 ES, Rev K K Watson. 
ST MACHAR*S CATHEDRAL Old 
Aberdeen: 11 MS. Rev R Frazer 6 ES. 
ST MARTS CATHEDRAL Edinburgh: 8 
Euch; 1030 S Euch. Darke in F. Rev J 
Cuthbetr. 330 Ch E. Noble in B minur. 
ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL Dublin: 
830 Euch: 11.15 Euch; 3.15 Ch E. Stanford in 
C. Rev KJ Smyth. 
ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL 8 HG 10 M: 
1130 S Euch, Missa quinti toni (Lassus); 3.15 
E, Andrews in G, Rev M Engler: 5 Organ 
redtaJ: Robert Bousan; 6 ES. 
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL 
SW7: Easter midnight service. Doors open 
1030 pm. Kievan and traditional polyphony. 
Met Anthony. 
ALL SAINTS. Wl: S LML 1030 MP. 11 HM. 
Jackson in G, Rev I Davies; 5-15 LM: 6 E & B. 
Moentn in D. 
ALL SOULS. Wl: R. 930, 1130 G Rev P 
Blackham; 630 EP. Rev J Cook. 
THE ASSUMPTION. Wl: 11. Ego sum 
panis vivus (Byrd). 
CHELSEAOLDCH UKCH. SW3:8 HG 10 
Children's service; II M. Dr P Green; 12.15 
HG6E. 
CROWN COURT CHURCH OF SCOT¬ 
LAND. WC2: 11.15,630 HC. Rev S Hood. 
FARM STREET. Wl: 8. 930 LM: 11 HM. 
Missa brevis (Berkeley): 1230 LM; 4.15 
Mass; 6.15 LM. 
HOLY TRINITY BROMPTON. SW7: 9 
HG 11 MS; 5.730 Informal Service: Rev S 
Miliar. 
HOLY TRINITY. Sknne Street; 8.45 Euch: 
11S Euch. Darke in A minor. Rev R Ballard. 
THE ORATORY, SW7:7.8.9,10,11 Mass. 
Missa Maria magdalena (Lobo); 1230 
Mass; 330 v ft B.Haecdies (Wood); 4.3t). 7 
Mass. 
ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 
W& 11 Holy Mass. Archbishop Y Giarian. 
WESLEY’S CHAPEL EC2: 9.45 HG 11 
MS, Rev Dr LGriflilhs. 
WESTMINSTER CENTRAL HALL 
(MeJhodisi): 11 MP. 6.30 EP. 

ST ANNE AND ST AGNES (Lutheran). 
Gresham St. EC2: II Ch Eudi. Rev G 
Neumann; 7 Ch Vespers. 
ST BARTHOLOMEW THE GREAT. 
EC1: 9 HC: II Ch Euch. Missa brevis 
(Britten): 630 E, Harwood in A fiat 
ST BRIDE’S, EC4: II Ch Eudi. Ireland in 
F. Canon J Oates; 630 Ch E, Short service 
(Gibbons). 
ST CLEMENT DANES, WC2: II Ch Euch, 
Ireland in F. Rev B Frere. 
ST COLUMBA'S CHURCH OF SCOT¬ 
LAND. SWi: II. Rev D P Bush: 630. 
ST GEORGE'S. Wl: 830 HG I) S Euch. 
Short service fTallis). 
ST JAMES'S. Garlickhythe, EC4: 1030 S 
Euch, John Paul. 
ST JAMES'S. Sussex Gardens: 1030 S 
Euch, Rev S Lane: 6 EL 
ST JOHN’S. E15: II HG Rev D Richards: 
630 EP. Rev M Okello. 
ST LUKE'S. SW3: 8 HG 10 S Euch. Rev C 
Kevill-Da vies: 12.15 HG 630 E. 
ST MARK’S, NWI: 8 HG 9.45 Family C: 11 
S Eudi, Rev R McLaren. 
ST MARGARETS. SWI: 11 S Euch. 
ST MARTI N-IN-THE-F1 ELDS, WC2 8 
HG 9.45 Euch: 11.30 Visitors Service 2.45 
Chinese Service 5 Ch EL 630 ES, Rev D 
Monteith. 
ST MARY ABBOTS CHURCH. W8:8 HG 
930 Euch: 11.15 Ch M, Rev P Stubbs: 1230 
HG6J0E. 
ST MARTS, SWI: 9.10 LM: II HM. Missa 
puisque j^i perdu (Lassus): 6 Sol E & B. 
ST MARY-THE-VJ RGIN. NW3: 1030 
Eudi. Akduia Pascal (Dupre) 
ST MAKYLEBONEL NWI: 8 HG 11 Ch 
Eudi, Missa lliora passa (Viadana), Rev T 
Clark. 
ST PAUL'S^ SWI: 8.9 HC 11 Sol Euch. Rev 
W Gullifnrd. 
ST PETER’S, SWI: 8.15 HG 10 FamOy 
Eudi; 11 S Eudi. Regina cadi laetare 
(Morales). 
CHAPEL ROYAL OF ST PETER AD 
VINCULA. HM Tower of London: 9.15 HC: 
11 M, Vaughan Williams in G, Rev V 
Dobbin. 
CHAPEL ROYAL St James's Palace 830 
HG 11.15 MP. I wflj lift up mine eyes 
(Walker). Canon J O Colling. 
CHAPEL ROYAL Hampton Court Palace 
830 HC 11 M. Harris in A flat: 330 E 
GROSVENOK CHAPEL South AudJey 
St. Wl: II S Euch. Rev S J Hobbs. 
QUEEN’S CHAPEL OF THE SAVOY, 
WC2:11 HC (Said), The Chaplain. 
THETEMPLE CHURCH. EC4:8.30 HC. 
GUARDS CHAPEL Wellington Barracks, 
SWI: H M. Hol-c dies (Byrd;, Band uf the 
Scots Guards; 12 HC. 
ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE CHAPEL 
SElOr II S Euch. Mass of the Quiet hour 
(Uldrayd). Rev R Nunun. 
■ Comoiled bv Deborah Kina 

Ruth Gledhfll joins 
in celebrating 
the Passover 

“SAID THE FATHER to 
his children. At ihe Seder 
you will dine." we sans 
lustily, to the tune of O my 
darling. Clementine. “You 
will eai your fill of matzah. 
You will drink four cups of 
wine.” 

1 was at a seder or 
Passover meal, celebrating 
ihe flight of the Israelites 
from Egypi and slavery 
3300 yeans ago. The food 
symbolised aspects of the 
escape. But, in spite of the 
passing years, ihe message 
of Passover, which this year 
coincided with Easter, is 
still relevant. 

The security guard out¬ 
side the small community 
centre in Maidenhead. 
Berkshire, was testimony to 
the omnipresent threat of 
anti-Semitism. The theme 
of Northern Ireland was 
taken by our rabbi. Dr 
Jonathan Remain, as one 
fining to Passover. 

Nearly 200 members of 
the 700 families belonging 
to the Maidenhead Reform 
community had gathered 
for the Saturday night cele¬ 
brations. Aaron Farenback- 
Brakeman. seven, sang the 
Ma Nishiana. the four 
questions, after the break¬ 
ing of the matzah, the 
unleavened bread symbolic 
of the flight from Egypt, 
which was so hurried that 
there was no time to allow 
dough to rise. 

The theme was freedom. 
“You are free to ask, you are 
free to question, free to learn 
the answers of tradition, 
free to add answers of your 
own.” we read in the litur¬ 
gy, the Haggadah. "Our 
story begins with degrada¬ 
tion and ends with glory.” 

When we ate the bread, 
we leant to the left, a relic of 
the Roman castor ■' where 
freemen were allowed to 
recline on couches at ban¬ 
quets, leaving their right 
hands free to eat. 

The festival’s name comes 
from the Hebrew pasach, or 
“passed over", when God 

SERVICE 

★ A five-star guide ★ 
RABBI: Dr Jonathan 

Romaln 
SERMON: Enlightening. 

★★★★ 
MUSIC: Catchy songs 
and chants. ★★★* 

LITURGY: Complex and 
beautiful. 

SPIRITUAL HIGH: 
Surpassingly 

good. ★★★*★ 
AFTER-SERVICE CARE: 

Excellent food, water, 
wine and 

tea. ★★★★★ 

passed over the homes of 
ihe Israelites when visiting 
the tenth plague on the 
Egyptians, the death of the 
firstborn. 

Earlier, we ate a hard- 
boiled egg clipped in salt 
water to symbolise tears, 
horseradish to signify the 
sufferings in Egypt, and 
charoset, a sweet paste 
symbolising the clay with 
which the Israelites were 
forced to make bricks. 

The four-hour service was 
broken by a meal, of cold 
salmon and salad, and fre¬ 
quent interjections from Dr 
Remain, who interpreted 
the ritual as we progressed 
through it. “The theme of 
Passover does not just refer 
to a historical experience. 
The theme of freedom is 
universal. It does not just 
apply to modem Jews, but 
to anyone who is suffering 
from oppression of any 
kind. The words Moses in 
Pharaoh's court ’Let my 
people go’, have reverberat¬ 
ed around the world. I have 
seen placards with these 
words in Trafalgar Square. 
Soweto, Moscow. It is a 
message for everybody, not 
just for Jews." 

9 Maidenhead Synagogue, 
Boyn Hill Avenue, 
Maidenhead. Berkshire SL6 
4ET (OI628 673012). 

HUTU GLEDHJLL 

Rabbi Jonathan Romain at the Passover festivities 

Today The Times offers readers the 
chance to buy a Hot-pak for only 

£9.95, including postage. Hot-pak is a 
new and simple idea which provides 
soothing, natural relief from common 
ailments such as arthritis, rheumatism, 
poor circulation, migraine, menstrual 
pain, stress and tension. 

Each Hot-pak comes in tartan and 
is loosely filled with French lavender, 
carefully selected herbs and treated 

wheat. To activate, simply heat in a 
microwave oven on high for one to 
three minutes and apply to the area of 
pain. Once heated, your pack will 
remain hot for approximately one 
hour and can be reheated as many 
times as required. 

With proper care your Hot-pak 
should last for years. You can also add 
a few drops of your favourite 
aromatherapy oiL 

THE TIMES/HOT-PAK ORDER FORM 

j Please send me__(enter quantity) Hot-PaXs 
I €> E0.95 each including postage and packing 

I I enclose a cdequo/PO(s) made payable to: 
{ T7» Times/Hot-Pak FT735 

| Va4/e,~,_.„,_Card No—- 

| Pitaso wnte name and addxera on brick of aJ cheques 
I_-—--- 

Or detft mjr MasterCard/Vba card no. 

Pont Name--Exp. Dal*__ 

S»gne«urB...—Droe _________ 

Send coupon and (emioanca to: nwTtaMt/lMMit Offer 
FT736 POB6X34&, FaJmxA.TRII 2YX 

Dtfhmy wtWn 28 days Iron receipt of onfer. H dtetfsfled. 
please reoan return goods ariNn mn dap at meaty for a fcj 
ndund. Nncbllns for toss In naneft con ba mode dte 00 (toys. 
Oder is subject to MbHKy. 
PtoMtttktxta if you do not «Mta recoin furtfwr ri 
dotafla from The Times or compantas apprond by ua L! 
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22 TRAVEL 
TO ADVERTISE CAU- 

0171 4S11989 fTRADR 
0171 481 -4000 (PRIVATE 

FAX: 0171782 

CHECK-IN 

Because we think the world of you ... 

current best buys on the world's finest airlines 

tactwcsaa 
pRHBMbBS 

MELBOURNE 

qntm reMn 
Wn 

E325 £499 NEW YORK 

weMf Kkn 
btm 

£122 £205 CARIBBEAN 

ontwgf idura 
ton 

£136 £277 
PERTH £325 £401 BOSTON £161 £217 MEXICO CITY £267 £388 

BRISBANE E32S £571 WASHINGTON £172 £231 JO’BURG £231 £335 
AUCKLAND £262 £619 CHICAGO £175 £244 CAPETOWN £231 £381 
BANGKOK £224 £372 FLORIDA £196 £261 HARARE £340 £496 

HONGKONG £260 £357 LOS ANGELES £150 £272 NAIROBI £253 £279 
SINGAPORE £256 £379 SAN FRANCISCO £211 £272 DUBAI £182 £266 
BALI £259 £405 LAS VEGAS £184 £272 CAIRO £138 £222 
TOKYO £323 £469 TORONTO £199 £264 ROME £99 £99 
INDIA £209 £350 VANCOUVER £251 £354 AROUND THE WORLD £744 

plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from ■ 
AUSTRALIA£32 • USAE29 • AFRICA£39 * PACIFICE4G - AStAEt7 

USA CAR HIRE FROM £20 PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR TA&ORMADE WORLDWIDE AND NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 

Ail cur (ravel centres are open Mon-Sal Irom S-Spm - Thurs 9-7pm * Sun i0-6pm 

TRAIL ERS >4- 
THE T 8 h V E 1 EXPERTS 

AUSTRALIA FROM £461 RETURN 
PLUS AUS S50 WORTH OF TRAVEL VOUCHERS 

TO SPEND IN AUSTRALIA 

NEW ZEALAND FROM £619 RETURN 
ON AIR NEW ZEALAND 

IW®* <*>**. 4*r 
otmu. 

Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 

Unequivocal protection against airline insolvency - CAAapproved 

worldwide attention to detail 

For the real towdown on worldwide 
travel, Traflfindm is your one stop 

TraOfifldefS offers mare Km cost 
flights to more destinations than 

anyone. Experts in airfares since 
1970, we can tailor-make your very 

own package with up to 75% discount 
on betels and car hire worldwide. 

FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 

TRAILFIfJDER MAGAZINE 

CALL 0171-936 3365 ANYTIME 

ATOLIttfl um ASIA 69701 

42-50 Eads Court Road 
Long Haul Travel: 

iW Kensington High Street 

Lang Haul Travel: 
Rest & Business Class: 

215 Kensington High Streel 
Transatlantic & European: 

22-24 The Priory Queensway 
Worldwide Travel: 

48 Com Street 
Worldwide Travel: 

254-284 SauchiefuJI Streel 
Worldwide travel: 

58Deansgate 
Worldwide Travel: 

Frrst & Business Class: 

LONDON VY86FT 
0171-938 3380 

LONDON W8 7RG 
0171-938 3939 
0171-938 3444 
LONDON W86BD 
0171-937 5400 

BIRMINGHAM B4 6BS 
0121-2361234 

BRISTOL BS1 1HQ 
0117-929 9000 

GLASGOW G2 3EH 
0141-353 2224 

MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
0161-8396069 
0161-639 3434 

... people think the world of us 

IP-::- 

iiC- 

AUSTRALIA 
FROM £449* 

Return prices inducting pre-paid airport taxes from; 

Cairns £499 Defhi £348 Dallas £205 

Melbourne £499 Johannesburg £329 San Francisco £265 

Auckland £599 Nairobi £279 Los Angeles £265 

Bangkok £359 New York £177 Vancouver £301 

Singapore £375 Toronto £197 Mexico £385 

Hong Kong £357 Chicago £237 Round The World £739 

• SaitKttJ dates und 31/05/98 Pncm are subject to dwngn/avaaabifcty 
1HB9 ABE NO ADtHTfONAL CHARGES ON CREDIT CABD BOOKINGS. 
Cah ora recorded The Ttuoai Cook Greup bd. ABTAF1304, MOUTC&5 

Thomas 
CooK 

9am-9pm Mon-Fri, 
10am-6pm Saf-Sun 

0870 75 00 1 36 
WE GO FURTHER TO FIND THE BEST FLIGHT 

The National Salas Centre (or m 100 
mOktt scheduled amines, with 800.000 

discount feres tu UOOO dost! nation*. 

NEW YORK 
BOSTON 
p.y.r.xt; 

CHICAGO 
DETROIT 
BHI.HIMl.TtMl 
DENVER 

sn raecuusr Dswtnms - etu DotEcr 
USA & WORLDWIDE FLIGHTS 

017 72 73 72 72 
AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 

01772 727 727 
BUSINESS & FIRST CLASS 01772 727 747 

ROUND THE WORLD 01772 727 222 
HOTELS & TA1L0RMADE 01772 727 7*7 

EUROPEAN FLIGHTS 01772 727 272 

PBO&HXX 
cmrosm 
LasVEGAS 
SfcJ'lTLE 
TORONTO 

'suer 
£211 
cuiq 

£248 
£248 
£250 
£284 
E2Z3 
£2X5 
£223 
£275 
£275 
£277 

DUBAI 
VANCOUVER 
HONGKONG 
INDIA 
BANGKOK 

a f|Yf 

1Wkkif.ll 

BIO D. JANEIRO 

NEW ZEALAND 
HUBS 
ZORICH 

MRin-Ii. 7a^a««MH XML 
WENVS 

MnvMlWIBfUMW 

IBS® «&§&*$ <9l£aig 
Beets fnxa 14/4 ■ 30/4 b 

Beats note OO/S -31/S tr 

OatOs &BM 19/3 ■ 20/6 tr 

AUSHUUA Duets tow 29/4 ■ 30/6 It 

Flights 
NEW YORK fr 
BOSTON 
HOWDA 
CALIFORNIA 
LAS VEGAS 
CHCAGO 
TORONTO 

£184 AUSTRALIA £455 

£210 N. ZEALAND £599 
£270 HONGKONG £335 
£245 VIETNAM £439 
£245 BANGKOK £382 
£237 JO'BURG £330 
£289 INDIA £341 

Open 7 Days 

f Special Offer 
Phuket 3* hotel, pay far 7 nte 
and get a further 7 FREE. 

FLIGHTBOOKERS 

Tours & 
Adventure travel 

Cruises | 
in Thailand. I £315 

Hotels 
Stunning Dus it Laguna resort. 
F*hutet 5-dr. 5 Nights min. stay 

uternet 352 

Look 
V 

book 
JS#itboofcarsj»t 

Subject la availability C.C surcharges applicable and Includes taxes 1 Tffir m 

USA 

0171 757 2000 
Australia/New Zealand 

0171 757 2468 
Garwicfc Brandi 

01293 568 300 

l^oishvUUd^ 
Polphau return to 

| Ooeodand year after year. 

You canton 
with tbt fewest prices 

fhm Bridge The WorfeL 

Australia's sunshine state 

is considered "beautiful 

one day; perfect the next" 

with its exotic islands, 

beautiful beaches and 

hours of golden sunshaw. 

Bridge The World and 

Qantas are giving you the 

opportunity to experience 

it far yourself with our vety 

special offer. 

Ry to Oz for only 

£655 
and receive 

5nts in Cairn* 
ptaafbef Grebe 

FREE 
Phone Bridge The WafWs 

defeated OONZ department for 
more details of dis and other 
■mazing offers, quoting reLDO 

BRIDGE THE WORLD 

0171754 7447 
a Regent Place. Regent Street. 

London WIR68H 

irnhi'ilaAittliw 

The above oiler n utqtti to nun 
1 people ttneOng on M/Oanut 

lor booking. made »i 98. 
to travel lime 98 

ABTft TVI0I/VMT6 
AtCX 3096 IATA 

-Vo P?EJi:?KIK 
Penalties For 

Over S5rs 

$acrvtfte*y*tt 

lust fc r t>e I ng_-oye ^55, 

m702%$Z9Z 
Oparifl*rr*spra uSr^PrF. 
lOsr-rtoTtiset.i^n >• -i 

OPEN 7 DAYS 4/1 0 Richmond Rood, Kingston, Surrey KT2 5HL 

mfi'ih]; * m I»] 
WORLDWIDE RIGHTS 
SYDNEY iwfiam Cnpm £567 
CAIRNS £428 
PERTH £455 
AUCKLAND £503 
BANGKOK £379 
HONG KONG £341 
DELHI £351 
SINGAPORE £372 
DUBAI E295 

NAIROBI £295 
JO'BURG £376 

to as 
PERTH EP 

fr£460rtn 

AUCKLAND tt- 
fr£603rtn ; i 

. Doparti IB April-15 Jun’981 | 
JCW os farmony irKnoffanI| 1 

AIL OR FLIGHTMKB BOOK MU HU AIRPORT VUES 

0181 547 3322 
ABTA A9256 ATOL 3255 IATA 

Australia 
GREAT BARRIER REEF 

with 

>5- BRITISH AIRWAYS 

Travel with British Airways 
ust 
20 

Indudes•Bangkok • Singapore 
• Hong Kong • Kuala Lumpur 
• Los Angeles • Fiji • Auckland 
• Johannesburg or Tokyo. 

Also why not take advantage 
of oar Reef deal 

COMBINE WITH OUR 

CAIRIMS 

REEF DEAL 

£99 
•3 nights accommodation at Rihga 
Colonial Club, Cairns plus transfers 

•FREE Flight from Sydney, Melbourne, 
Brisbane to Cairns or vice-versa 

& 01420-88724 or 0171-287 5556 

TOVBBAS 
omoAjLur APPonrraD^oMnw agent 

UmMSntalim 
Utwnya 

T2 Ugh Stmt Ate* Huts. GUM 1BN 

jB&oiate ESartStwJ.lavtaLWSfflX raralASTifi 

&-MN FAJu0M20-82133or0171-2874522 
M tw subject to anBabEty. RestriaioBS may applyt ait far detrik 

-tg 

NEW YORK £189 

BANGKOK £350 

A*™* C7S JO’BURG £ 
CMB8EM czasuwooes e 
coumbo oeaiAcos t 

cm HAMA C 
H*BN >3*4 MOSCOW C 
H“*njRr deaiUNU ciwl 
w* i*aa rawer wee 
io».g«MHWs mmeerox 

n ■"*HmuW«i*»i.. n era—«<rt«ECT] naiwj 

CHRISTMAS/ 
NFAV YEAR 

A V AII. A IMF TTY 
A1BTBMN 23/12 - V] £ 
SYDNEY 2002 - 5/1 CT 
maw 1202-fifl ts 
TORONTO IVU-31 U 
VANCXTB 1902 - 2H at 

AIR6R0KERS 
01816630477 

bbsm be beaked A dcpsda 
_ MandbeiyVj^^ 

USA & CANADA 
ATLANTA rafum ham £257 
BOSTON £227 
CHICAGO E257 
DALLAS 
HOUSTON 

£257 
£257 

LOS ANGELES £323 
MIAMI £290 
NEW YORK £227 
TORONTO £293 

BROCHURE HOTLINE 

0181 546 4545 

SAN FRANCISCO £323 

WASHINGTON £227 
MEXICO cmr £420 

USA & CANADA 

0181546 6000 

OnurahOTlwiftAijM 

Fran £1 per day 
No ana ML ray deeflntfon 

SUN SELECTION 
gnnahn8N9m-Bpm 
Open Swday 2pm - 8pm 

'01532 476026 

FLIGHT CENTRE 

•A'*-**-****-**-*-*- 

WORLDWIDE 
DISCOUNT 
FLIGHTS 

Faresavers 
MALAGA ti E79 

IAUCANTE £79 
JA80 £79 
pzwn £89 
(IAS TALMAS £89 
lANZAffOTE £89 

1BALEAR1U £79 
Ml 

GREECE h £991 
TURKEY £I29| 
ISRAEL £129! 
MAUA £99 
CYfRUS Cl 19 
ITALY £99 
CARIBBEAN £229 

MIGHTS 

MoRfvaexitr«^peval 

. EUaO»£AH/«rO»LDWIQE 

01476 592095 

Ta Delta VacatkmsN 
I tmwiwuutmmuuK I 

AMERIC A 
■ mtflyitaargntOMLOHiww. 

MAHCHESmt. HUnHCHAIC 
HMtrca. mutauBcn. cuacow. LEEDS StADFORD ft HEWCASIU 

ran ran Fucirr a aniriXTE 
KOLIim UtntM^.UEM'ULL 

0171 731 3344 
viseiL-Tu OKI 878 7766. 

\8nwwrm ijKwiUjgw 

FLIGHTWISI 

01476 404747 

Jumo uai exMioo i.tm 
M hmmsa m rnmter 
MuKun tn unu 
1 umion at mitt n 
a !B9* *■» emus onf ■ uinuHAio? eunx 
■ uumks tn UBBUI 
■ *u itrawnniwurHiM mem I ■ BOCI ’ —-- ' 

la 101476 560089 

CITY BREAKS 

Tfcavel as many times 

^£49.95^ 35 you"ke 

Wfc ova animal travel insurance, 
you can take multiple trips 
throughout the yeat 
To enrol, call quoting 
reference TIA12. 

Lines are open 7 days. 0800700737 
Avafafate to non^Bthnamhcfs 

No need to compromise 

basanuee 
Services ■ 

Mkf fan KlCondkHBiirnahHr onrart 
. rdRJonVwilMiJBinnSjr. RiTTipcdlo irin 

Stag Hkt. La^ku STIE fcpaanl ?wificr. KOTB 
2s?cas£S.tsSs,-ssc£: 

I Luton Airport to/from Victoria with GreenCnc | 
coach service £3 am way: London Luton is 
only 35 irins by train from central London. 

return 
Inc taxes 

17nrrl>t rtUUNT 
hum 

Franco says 

“In twenty years of 

running airlines 

I never had a 

sardine buy a 

ticket from me.” 

"My airline seata have plenty of legroom. 
I believe Id comfort. Sardines don't.* 

debonair Cth 
We're opening up the shies. 

Barcelona 

luiiim 

Aflatr 
Tcronro £1' 

ivlcntre:*: £2' 

Vancouver 

EcirTiontcr 

Madrid 
JETLINE 

Caflw 

0541510 300 
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Excellent 
training in 
changing 
times 

China • 24,25 

THE^^TIMES Win a 
Lonely 
Planet 
guide 

Travellers' Tips ■ 29 

A little too close for comfort 
Jill Crawshaw, 
travel journalist 

<1 of the year, 
joins a walking 

safari to look 
for the rare 

black rhino 
in Zimbabwe We spotted the ox- 

pecker. industri¬ 
ously searching 
for parasites on a 

primeval rumpled hide, and 
^then there she was. IjOO 

kilograms of bone and muscle, 
browsing tranquilly in a thick¬ 
et less than 20 metres away. • 

Here was the reason for my 
travelling across two conti¬ 
nents in large and small 
planes, bumping through the 
bush in an open Land Rover 
and fording swollen rivers to 
finally arrive, on foot, in a 
remote comer of Zimbabwe in 
temperatures of Turkish-bath 
proportions. 

Though intrigued by ele¬ 
phants. somewhat disillu¬ 
sioned by lions and captivated 
by antelopes, wild dogs and 
jackals. I'd never really 
bonded with rhinos — though 

- I was concerned at their plight 
^ as one of the world’s most 

endangered species. 
But for Norman Crooks, 

once a tobacco farmer, now in 
charge of conservation at the 
Bubiana Conservancy in 
southern Zimbabwe, black 
rhinos are the most fascinat¬ 
ing creatures on earth. 

“Most people imagine 
they're extremely aggressive, 
when it's more likely they're 
just being inquisitive. Apart 
from the odd cranky bull or 
mothers with young calves, 
they're rather gentle beasts. 
They have this rid iculous cum¬ 
bersome body, child-like brain 
and very poor eyesight — but 
good hearing and an acute 
sense of smell. So they often 
approach too close, take fright 
and charge. Rhinos have been 
known to go for stationary 
trains and dead elephants. 

“Should they charge," he 
added casually, aware that we 
were hoping to set off on a 
tracking expedition, “don’t run •off. Lie flat and hope he’ll run 
past. Zigzag into the bush to 
confuse him, or look for a 
solid-looking tree to dodge 
behind. We’d hate to have to 
shoot a rhino. Tourists are 
many, rhinos are few." 

I had this advice in mind 
when I set off in pursuit of a 
rhino on the Conservancy, and 
when I finally caught sight of 
her massive bulk and assessed 
her tonnage, 1 decided that 
lying down was definitely not 
an option. Fbrtunately she 
went back to her grazing, and 
then lumbered deeper into the 
forest on her stubby legs. 

Gumbo — the trackers can 
identify most of the rhinos by 
name — is one of the lucky 
ones. In 1992, she and 40 other 
black rhinos were relocated to 

^ Bubiana from the Zambezi 
Valley where the rhino popu¬ 
lation was being wiped out by 
poachers. 

-There used to be about 
2.500 black rhinos in Zimba¬ 
bwe," says Norman, “but to¬ 
day there are around 300. It 
would be an absolute nragedy 
if a species that has taken 
something like 50 million 
years to evolve disappeared in 
50 years." 

The male rhino has incredi¬ 
ble staying power and copula¬ 
tion can last over an hour, 
with frequent ejaculations — 
which is why the powdered 
horn is regarded as a powerful 
aphrodisiac in the Middle and 
Far East. Some parks have 
adopted a dehoming pro¬ 
gramme (the horn grows 

There used to be about 2.500 black rhinos in Zimbabwe but they have been poached almost to extinction and today there are 300. Dehorning has not worked as a deterrent 
TRAVEL INK 

ziedly build rlests. There's a 
great temptation to stay put in 
this eyrie, cossetted by meals 
and free-flowing wines which 
are all included in the price of 
£100 a day. So are the game 
drives, rides, walks and excur¬ 
sions. One evening we. drift 
downriver on a raft with 
binoculars, a cool box, king¬ 
fishers and .hippos for com¬ 
pany. And sihce'it is too wet 
and slippery to ride. Uesel 
takes us on an archaeological 
discovery tour, on which we 
see late stone-age rock paint¬ 
ings she has discovered'(40 
sites have been found in the 
Conservancy). 

from the safety of the vehicle 
you become dreadfully aware 
that you could well be the next 
fink in the food chain). 

Dumas sniffs, stoops and 
scans the bush for dues. After 
more than 20 visits to Africa, I 
have enough experience to 
identify the Footprint graffiti of 
giraffe, hyena and antelope, 
but Dumas can spot a tiny 
patch of slightly crushed grass 
and shrubs that look as if 

they'd been neatly cropped by 
garden secateurs where the 
rhino has browsed. The first 
pudgy three-toed rhino print 
sends a tingle coursing 
through our veins, as does our 
next find, a pool of urine — 
rhinos often lie in it as a form 
of air-conditioning. “About ten 
minutes to go," breathes 
Dumas. 

We tread ever more warily. 
Snapping twigs sound like 

firecrackers. Waves of heat 
seep from the very belly of the 
earth, and rivulets of sweat 
sting our scratched aims and 
legs; a warthog suddenly 
crashing through the bushes 
has me on the brink of bolting 
for the nearest termite mound. 

And then Dumas points toa 
thicket — and Gumbo. We're 
too dose even for a photo, and 
certainly don’t need binocu¬ 
lars to spot the cracks and 

wrinkles in that leathery hide, 
the twitching ears, the sweet, 
almost smiling mouth. She 
peers at us shortsightedly 
through the bushes, but do- 
rides that lush rain-soaked 
grasses are more interesting. 

if I put my hand on my 
heart. I couldn’t say that, as 
yet, the rhino rivals the leop¬ 
ard. elephant and impala in 
my wildlife pop chart, but the 
bonding has begun. 

tux O 
Walking safaris are a great way to see rhinos 

back), but Norman is doubtful 
about its efficacy. “Poachers 
often kill an animal without a 
horn so that they wont waste 
time tracking him again." 

At Bubiana and a handful of 
other sanctuaries, the black 
rhino of Zimbabwe is making 
a determined last stand, in 
1991. seven farming families in 
the south decided to pool their 
ranches to create a 250.000- 
acre wildlife conservancy with 
the agreement of the Depart¬ 
ment of National Parks and 
aided by World Wildlife Foun¬ 
dation funding. They brought 
in the 41 black rhinos from the 
Zambezi Valley, and 50 scouts 
who work in pairs with radios 
to monitor the rhinos and 
watch for poachers. 

“We offer a reward of 10.000 
Zimbabwe dollars (£368) for 
information about poachers 
and we haven’t had to pay out 
yet." says Norman. “Encour¬ 
aging villagers to learn about 
wildlife and work in the Con¬ 
servancy so that they benefit 
from our activities is the best 
way to stop the killing." 

Bubiana claims the most 
successful breeding pro¬ 
gramme in the country. It now 
has 69 rhinos, well over half 
the target of 100. When that's 
reached tlie plan is to sell back 
15 a year to the National Parks, 
to build up a viable 2,000 or so 
in the country as a whole. 

The Conservancy hasn’t 
been created out of purely 
altruistic motives — it also 
makes sound commercial as 
well as political sense. The 
income from game, selling 
wildlife to restock parks, hunt¬ 
ing and photographic safaris 
can double the income from 
cattle grazing. Tourist enter¬ 
prises include a fishing camp, 
a limited hunting concession, 
and the Barberton Lodge 
which offers river trips, game 
drives, walking and riding 
safaris run by Norman’S 
daughter Liesel with horse¬ 
back trips to a bush camp in 
the heart of the property. 

As yet. Barberton Lodge is 
scarcely known to British holi¬ 
daymakers. It’s quite stun¬ 
ningly located, perched on a 
hilltop among tumbled kopjes, 
the granite boulders that are 
as smooth and large as whale- 
backs. Natural rock frames 
the bar and from a small pool 
and tiny gazebo up in the 
clouds you gaze out over an 
African Garden of Eden. 

Each day on the rolling 
bushveld below the terrace of 
my cottage, 
kudu bound into 
martial eagle broods on a 
distant boulder; in the fore¬ 
ground tiny golden orb spi¬ 
ders spin giant webs that 
glisten between the bushes, 
and male wcaverbirds fren- 

idipspringer and 
into focus, and a 

n the smooth gran¬ 
ite she gently traces 
the delicate animal 
and human images 

in faded red-ochre pigment. 
“It’s pretty awe-inspiring that I 
may have been the first person 
to see them for 10.000 years. 
The landscape probably isn’t 
very different today." 

She admits there can be 
problems with first-timers to 
the bush: "They have watched 
TV wildlife documentaries, 
but forgotten that these may 
have taken months, even years 
to film. They arrive expecting 
non-stop action — a birth, a 
chase, a kill all in one game 
drive. But wildlife watching is 
all about time, patience and a 
lot of luck." 

So we prayed for luck on our 
rhino-spotting mission, and 
waited patiently until, on our 
final day. a call came at last, 
crackling through the radio — 
rhino spoor had been found in 
an area of dense bush some 
miles from the lodge. 

Grabbing cameras and 
binoculars we tumbled into 
the Land Rover to pick up 
Dumas, the chief tracker, 
along with the tools of his 
trade; a pair of handcuffs in 
case he came across poachers, 
a long wisp of grass that was 
his windsock, plus countless 
generations of Inherited skills 
from his Shangaan ancestors, 
considered the finest trackers 
in Africa. 

To get down to the real 
business of tracking we have 
to proceed on foot in single file 
and in total silence with adren¬ 
alin pumping madly (away 
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HOW TO TRACK RHINOS IN ZIMBABWE 

■ Jill Crawshaw travelled 
with Africa Exclusive (01604 
6280791 which offers tailor- 
made canoeing, riding, walking 
and elephant-back safaris to 
most of southern and eastern 
.Africa. 
A 15-night itinerary 
inducting a stay at Barberton 
Lodge and other camps in 
Zimbabwe. Botswana or South 
.Africa costs from around 
££500. induding all flights, 
food, drink and game 
.viewing. 

P Gening there Air 
Zimbabwe (0I7W910009) has 
three direct ten-hour flights, 
plus one via Frankfurt to 
Harare each week, where 
you change for Bulawayo. Cost 
"until ihe end of June is E594 

(to Bulawayo) plus £20 UK 
departure tax. There is also a 
departure tax (US$20) when 
you leave Zimbabwe which non- 
Zimbabwe dozens have id 
pay in US dollars. Barberton 
Lodge is then reached by 
private plane from Bulawayo 
for £100 return (two people 
minimum). 
P Red tape British and 
Irish passport holders do not 
need visas for stays of up to 
00 days. All travellers need a 
valid passport and proof of 
onward traveL 
P When to g« Came 
viewing is ai its best during the 
diy season, from April to 
October. 
■ Health: Zimbabwe is a 
malarial area and anri-malana 

ZAMBIA ./ toO miles 

Zambezi 
Rber 

ZIMBABWE 

Gonarezhou v Gonarezhou i 
V Buflawayo National Park 

• i . 
Bubiana 

Conservancy, 

tablets and repellents are 
essential. Consult your doctor 
and ring the Malaria 
Reference Laboratory 
Information Uncon 0891 
60035® (premium rates) for 
detailed advice. Travejlets 
are also advised to be inoculated 

against hepatitis A tetanus, 
typhoid and polio. 
■ Safety: The recent food 
riots were not directed at and 
did not affect tourists. The 
Travel Advice Unit of Ihe 
Foreign Office states that: 
"Crime levels in Zimbabwe are 
usually generally low. But 
mugging and pick-pocketing are 
prevalent in city centres, 
especially in Harare near holds 
and banks." 

P Reading: Zimbabwe and 
Botswana: The Rough Guide 
(Rough Guides, £11.99); 
Zimbabwe, Botswana and 
Namibia: A Travel Survival 
Kit (Lonely Planet. £12.95): A 
Traveller's Guide To 
Zimbabwe by Paul Tingny (C. 
Smiik. £14.95), 

An Expedition Cruise Aboard the World Discoverer 

3rd to 17th August 1998 & 14th to 27th August 1998 

Fi 
few places left on earth otter the 
traveller as much unearned scenic 

1 grandeur as the great land of Alaska. 
Witnessing this vast landscape has a 

humbling effect on those who journey 
along its dramatic fjord and coastal 
scenery’, post towering mountains, their 
foothills covered with never ending 
spruce forests. 

Discerning 
travellers will 
appreciate this rich 
Itinerary that 
explores the many 
facets of Alaska; 
tidewater glaciers, 
hidden Ijotrls, 
massive ice-fields and huge mountains. 
The World Discoverer will follow a flexible 
course through the Inside Passage, 
avoiding the lanes frequented by the big 
resorr ships, whenever possible-, and 
enter the wilderness of Prince William 
Sound. Here our small expedition ship 
will be in her clement, nosing right up 
to waterfalls with her decks virtually 
washed by waves. The zodiac landing 
craft will be used to explore the play¬ 
grounds of sea otters, wholes, harbour 
seals, bald eagles, dal! sheep and bears. 

With only a 100 or so like minded 
souls aboartl you will be able to 
appreciate the peace and beaut}’ of 
Alaska, explore in small pomes ashore 
and visit places the passengers on big 
ships will never be 'taken. Our 
knowledgeable staff on board will make 
your cruise not only a holiday, but an 
education in all the glones of Alaska. 

WORLD DISCOVERER 
Designed and built in Europe in 1974 

specifically for expedition cruising, the 

VVbrU Div,nvrer is 285 feet long and 50 
feet wide. She is classified +AE+AMS ICE 
with an iee-strengthened hull which allows 
her to navigate easily in the most rugged 
environments On board arc a fleet o( 
Zodiac landing craft which permit us to 
land anywhere nature or cunosity dictate. 

All cabins and suites are 'outside' with 
private shower and 
toilet. Furnished 
throughout to first 
class standards there 
are spacious public 
areas including two 
lounges, library, single 
sitting dining room 
and sun deck with 
swimming pool. The 

European Officers and Fill nine crew ensure a 
warm welcome and efficient service. The 
Captain's bridge is open to all passcngpis. 

THE ITINERARY 
Day 1 London Heathrow to Anchorage 
via Seattle with Bnrish Airways and Alaska 
Air. On arrival transfer io your hold for an 
overnight stay. 
Day 2 Anchorage to Seward. Morning lice 
before transferring ro Seward. Embark 
Vforhi Discoverer and sail. 
Day 3 Kenai Peninsula. Witch for wildlife 
in the Kenai Fjords; brown bears, 
kittiwakes, puffins and seals. 
Day 4 Prince William Sound. This 
waterway of great beauty is indemed by 
myriad glacier-caned fiords and fringed by 
snow-capped peaks. The massive Columbia 
Glacier is a spectacular highlight, millions 
of tons of ice per day cascade into the sea. 
Day 5 Kayak Island. Here captain Vitus 
Bering landed in 1741 after crossing ihe 
"North Pacific from Russia. 
Day 6 Icy Bay. With Mi St Elias framing 
an imposing backdrop explore the mighty 
Malaspina and Guyot Glaciers which have 

BRIDGING THE BERING STRAIT 
4th to 22nd June &> 18th July to 5th August 1998 

In addition to the .Alaska Gulf Cruise the Ubrfcf Piwwrer will be undertaking 
two voyages to Arctic Alaska, the Probilck and the Russian Far East. Full details of 
these extraordinary voyages are available on requesr. 

carved the land formations over the millen¬ 
nia. Zodiacs will take us to the head of this 
impressive bay. populated by hundreds of 
harbour seals. Look our for black bears. 
Day 7 Yakutat Bay & Hubbsud Glacier In 
1986 Hubbard Glaricr went through a surge 
cycle, advancing as much re 130 feet per day 
Eventually an ice dam formed and burst with 
fervent wdodry 35 times that of Niagpra Falls. 
Day 8 Lituya Bay. Today we attempt to enter 
one of North America's most remarkable and 
also most inaccessible wilderness areas. This 
almost hidden frord is abuned by a 
perpendicular wall of nxk and ice 12,000 
feet high- Wr wiD be the only ship privileged 
to observe this unsurpassed wilderness. 
Day 9 Glacier Bay National ftuk. Wc will 
enter the Inside Presage and spend the day 
observing this ice-age time capsule re 
sixteen spectacular glaciers flow into the 
waters of Glacier bay. 
Day 10 Tracy Arm Fjord. The winding fjord 
leads us through an ethereal wilderness of 
during peaks and high dtfls, crystalline ice¬ 
bergs and tumbling waterfalls to the foot of 
the twin Sawyer Glaciers. Explore in Zodiacs 
with our naruraiisis. sec calving gladeis. 
Day 11 Admiralty Island/Chichagof 
Island. An estimated 1700 brown Dears and 
800 bald eagles reside here. After a morning 
of oqsloration we will sail to Chichagpr 
Island where wc hope to observe some of 
the large numbers of sea oners in rhe area. 
Day 12 Coronation Island. The Ufrrid 
Discoverer is the only vessel visiting this 
marvellous area which provides perfect 
shelter for marbled mum: lets, storm petrels 
and sooty shearwaters. 
Day 13 Misty Fjords National ftirk. Today 
we will cruise the Misty Fjords National 
Monument, a rugged wilderness region of 
deep fjords, verdant lush forests and 
abundant wildlife. Lookout for bears, bold 
eagles and harbour seals. 
Day 14 Prince Rupert to London. 
Disembark for the short flight to Vancouver 
to connect with the British Airways flight. 
Day 15 London Heathrow. Morning arrival. 

Prices per person start from £3490 
sharing a twin bedded cabin, 

to £5805 for a suite. 
Single cabins range from £4480 to £6405. 

•Tf* 14di August departure operates in the 
reverse order from Prince Rupert ro Seward and 
the cruise is two days shorter, omitting ratt* at 
Lituya Bay and Admrrahy/Churhagqf Islands. 
The full itinerary for the'10 night cruise and 2 
night stay in Vancouver is available on ropiest. 

Price Includes: Economy class air travel, 
accommodation aboard the W&riJ Discoverer 
on Tull board, shore carurwons. port tans, 
hotel accommodation on room only basis," 
transfers, services of expedition team and ’ 
guest speakers on board the UiHf DiirmwiT. 
UK departure tax, airport taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, grammes 

FOR FURTHER DEEULS 

Telephone 0171-409 0376 
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Top class 
treatment 

on the 
right track 
Comfortable trains in China? Yes, 
says Nick Hawton - but they used 

to be grim, recalls Cath Urquhart A young soldier expected —we were waved on. 
holding a machine- We had a long way to go: a 30- 
gun and standing hour journey covering 1.400 
under a parasol ad- miles, from the warm sun- 

A young soldier 
holding a machine- 
gun and standing 
under a parasol ad¬ 

vertising cigarettes marked 
the point at which capitalist 
Hong Kong merged into com¬ 
munist China. 

This was Shenzhen, less 
than an hour into the journey. 
The train did not stop here, 
though. Instead, it carried on 
for a few miles before sidling 
into the small town of Chang- 
ping for the main border 
checks. Everybody was ush¬ 
ered off the train. There was a 
cursory glance at our pass¬ 
ports, a quick look at our 
luggage and then — with 
much (ess fuss than I had 

expected — we were waved on. 
We had a long way to go: a 30- 
hour journey covering 1.400 
miles, from the warm sun¬ 
shine of the southern Chinese 
coast to die icy chill that 
descends on the north in the 
first few months or a new year. 
We would cross five provinces, 
the world's third-longest river, 
the Yangtze, and travel 
through a country undergoing 
massive change. 

As the train passed through 
the industrial hinterland of 
Guangdong province. I sam¬ 
pled the delights of the buffet 
car. where I fell into conversa¬ 
tion with Mr Wang, a former 
senior civil servant from the 
Hong Kong Water Services 
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Chinn's longdistance trains are now offering smart restaurant cars and comfortable berths — but the traditional ways of passing a 30-hour journey remain popular 

Department As the brandies 
flowed. 1 asked him what he 
thought about Hong Kong 
returning to Chinese control. 

“All Hong Kongers are 
proud to be Chinese," he said. 
“It's right that we've rqoined 
the motherland. But it's the 
future I'm concerned about I 
enjoy my lifestyle and I enjoy 
what Hong Kong has given 
me. But ! don’t know what's 
going to happen." 

Glancing out of the window 
might have provided reassur¬ 
ance. We saw construction 
sites, half-built roads, half- 

built apartment blocks and 
crane. There were people 
everywhere busy building and 
creating. If. as they say. Hong 

Kong is the model for 
much of China's recent 
development, surely the 

former British colony is un¬ 
likely to experience drastic 
change. 

The train itself was an 
example of the new, changing 
China. The direct service be¬ 
tween Hong Kong and Beijing 
(there is also one between 

It’s Minnie Mao’s Cafe 

Hong Kong and Shanghai) 
opened in May last year. 

It boasts three classes of 
carriage: deluxe, soft sleeper 
and hard sleeper. There are 
125 staff catering for about 300 
passengers, arid there is a 
good restaurant car. And. 
most importantly, there is loo 
paper (not to be taken for 
granted on Chinese trains). 

The train made ten stops en 
route, the principle ones being 
Guangzhou. Changsha. Wu¬ 
han. Zhengzhou and Shyia- 
zhuang. But we never had 
longer than ten minutes to 

WORLD HGTURES 

It is early evening and 
Yangshuo’s open-air caffe 
are abuzz with activity. To 

the strains of Bob Marley and 
Oasis, ageing hippies, young 
students and gap-year back¬ 
packers gather round rickety 
tables swilling Coca-Cola and 
eating pizzas. 

It is the sort of thing one 
might find on the tourist trails 
of Kuta or Kathmandu. But 
Yangshuo is a remote town in 
China's southern Guangxi 
province, its flagstone streets 
more suited to horse-drawn 
carts than hiking boots and 

The small town of Yangshuo is a top 

tourist venue, says Katherine Tanko 

Nikes. Yet in the past ten 
years, this small country town 
of 30.000 has become one of 
China’s top tourist destina¬ 
tions, attracting hundreds of 
visitors each day with its mix 
of good food, friendly locals 
and rural charm. Its attrac¬ 
tions are also obvious to 
anyone who has spent time on 
China’s notoriously tough 
tourist trail. 

On Xi Jie. a 200-metre strip 
of craft shops, caffe and 
budget hotels, every traveller's 
whim is catered for. There is 
Unde Bob’s travel centre, 
where you can arrange tours 
or book a river cruise. Across 
the street is Minnie Mao’s 
Cafe — with a signboard 
featuring Minnie Mouse in a 
Mao cap—that does a sideline 
in Mandarin lessons. You can 
hire a bicycle, go cormorant 
fishing or ride an inner-tube 
down the Li River. Eateries 
serve up hearty noodle soups, 
delicious stir-fries and inter¬ 
national favourites from 

^^ '''■ ‘ ■■ ^ j ’. 

All aboard die U River trip to Yangshuo 

muesli and yoghurt to lasagna 
and burritos. There is even 
cappuccino. 

One of the reasons for 
Yangshuo's success lies 50 
miles upstream: the city of 
Guilin. Famous throughout 
China for the beauty of its 

■ ■ , • '■ ?.-srH 

YANGSHUO FACT FILE 

.. ; V f-’i f i v 
•; J s; :.sjj rv t J - -J 

t r-r_ t j 

■ The nearest airport is 
Guilin, from where: you can 
organise a day-trip down 
(be Li River la Yangshuo by 
tour boat for about £50. 
Buses (no need to book), 
from Guilin bus station, are a 
cheaper (less than £10) and 
quicker option. Direct 
international flights to 

Guilin art not possible 
from the UK. 
■ Tnuffindeis (0171-938 
3939) offers a return via Hong 
Kong for £569 until June 
20 or via Beijing for £752 until 
June 30. 
■ More information: 
China National Tourist Office 
(0171-9359787). 

karst rode landscape, it has 
attracted visitors since the 7th 
century. But the dty that once 
inspired artists and poets is 
today a teeming metropolis 
full of modern buildings and 
exhaust-belching cars. As a 
result most of the visitors will 
at some point join one of the 
many riverboats that ply the Li 
River and sail south to 
Yangshuo. 

Beyond its souvenir stalls 
selling Mao T-shirts and Qing 
dynasty caps complete with 
pigtails. Yangshuo has a life of 
its own. Rotary tractors head¬ 
ed for the fields putter noisily 
down cobbled streets; smiling 
citizens gossip and haggle at 
the morning market: and even 
the sales staff at the state 
department store are friendly. 

stretch our legs. As we pulled 
into the newly completed 
Beijing West Station, billed as 
the largest in Asia, I wondered 
how long it would take China 
to catch up wiih the developed 
world. 

The journey certainly sug¬ 
gested large steps in the right 
direction. I asked a guard 
where the taxi rank was. He 
gave me a quizzical look. “You 
know.” I said, “las’* — gestur¬ 
ing as though handling a 
staring wheel. 

“Oh yes." he said. “You 
mean mobile phone...“ 

CHINA 3Y TRAIN 

■ China Travel Service 
(0171-836 9911) has lidws for 
the Hong Kong-Beqmg 
train. There air three 
grades: deluxe (E135J. 
soft sleeper (£110), hand 
sleeper (£80). Deluxe is a 
two-berth compartment, 
soft sleeper is four- 
berth. bard sleeper is eight- 
berth. Book well in 
advance for deluxe: bard 
sleeper is fairly 
uncomfortable- 

■ Timetable Departs 
Kowloon Station in Hong 
Kong every other day at 
3pm; arrives West Beijing 
Station the following 
day at 855pm. 

■ Route Shenzhen, 
Cbangping. Guangzhou. 
Changsha, Wuhan. 
Zhengzhou. Shijiazhuang. 
Beijing. 

• Alternative The 
Hong Kong-Shanghai train 
departs every other day 
at 3pm from Kowloon 
Station; arrives the 
next day at 8.18pm. Deluxe 
tickets £115, soft sleeper 
£90, hard sleeper £70. Also 
available from China 
Travel Service. 

Berth pains on 
the way to Beijing I had waited a week for 

Lily to find me a ticket for 
the train from Guilin to 

Beijing. Cath Urquhart 
writes. Lily ran a cafe in 
Yangshuo, 50 miles from 
Guilin, and back in 1992. 
Yangshuo had already estab¬ 
lished itself as a haven for 
backpackers who were finding 
that independent travel in 
China could be a gruelling ex¬ 
perience (see story left). 

As a sideline, Lfly would 
obtain train tickets for travel¬ 
lers. The problem was that of 
one system for locals and 
another for foreigners. There 
were then two currencies — we 
were always trying to change 
our “tourist money", FEC on 
the black market for local 
renminbi, which went much 
further — and there were train 
ticket quotas for foreigners, 
too. Only six foreigners were 
supposed to join the Beijing 
train at Guilin, and these 
berths were booked up months 
in advance. 

lily finally wangled me a 
Chinese ticket. I could have 
been fined, but luckily no 
eyebrows were raised when 1 
waved it at the guard as the 
train drew into Guilin, bang 
ontime.atl-20am. No one was 
allowed on to the platform 
until the train arrived, where¬ 
upon the gates from the wait¬ 
ing room were unlocked and 
we rushed aboard. 

Stumbling over luggage and 
past sleeping forms. I found 
my berth, a top bunk. It was a 
good 8ft off die ground — the 
carriages were extremely tall 

as none of the berths folded 
down during the day — so I 
clambered up and went to 
sleep. 

It would have been great to 
spend more of the 32-hour 
journey asleep, but my berth 
was positioned next to (he 
speakers, which woke us with 
a blare of martial music at 
620am. I struggled down to sit 
with my companions — three 
older women, a young woman 
who spoke a little English, and 
several men — and passed the 
day reading, watching fidd 
after fidd go by, and ekmg 
out the biscuits and noodles I 
had wisely brought with me. 

I am usually hajpr to By 
out train food, but did not life 
the look of the unidentifiable 
meals served here — much irf 
which ended up on the car¬ 
riage floor, as the form was to 
spit out chewed bones. | 

Someone had smuggled a9 
Pekinese on board and it chose 
this moment to pee on my foot- 
I retreated to my benhand the 
stirring, tinny music. 

The following morning « 
pulled into Beijing, on time to 
the minute at 9.15am. Two 
weeks later I was to leave the 
dty on another train, bound 
for Mongolia. This one tast¬ 
ed a restaurant car with a 
mouth-watering, six-page 
menu in Chinese, Russian anl 
English. What a tread After 
much pondering I made an 
extensive choice, only to be 
told that everything was offthe 
menu, bar one dish. Thus I Id 
China fortified by a sizzlin? 
plate of fried eggs. 

For world beating oilers, that include all taxes, 

call us by 15 May on 01293 747 245. 
Or contacr your local travel agent 
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Unbeatable China Offers 
from the number one expert and specialist 

Quality Tours at Amazing Prices 
Finely crafted sightseeing, BA non-stop flights, 4-star superb 

hotel and meals. Departures from April to December. 

BEIJING HIGHLIGHTS 9 day* from £493 
Forbidden Qty, Great Wall, Rickshaw tour. Temple of Heaven, 

Slimmer Palace, Tiananmen Square. 

the imperial triangle 
12 days for the folly inclusive price of only £999 

Beijing - Forbidden City, Grear Wall, Rickshaw tour. Temple of Heaven, Summer 
Palace, Tiananmen Square, Xian - Terracotta Warriors, Neolithic Village 

Museum, Grand Mosque, Wild Goose Pagoda, Shanghai - Yuyuan Garden, 

Wuring Tea House, Jade-Buddha temple. The Bund, Stake* - Mandarin gardens 
and scenic canalside walk, Nanjing - Dr Sun Yat Sen’s Mausoleum, Ming Tomb, 

Yangtze River Bridge. 

THROUGH THE YANGTZE GORGES 
14 days for only £1250 or 15 days with 2 nights fat Hoqg Kong for £1395 
Beijing • Forbidden City, Great Writ, Temple of Heaven, Summer Palace, 

Tiananmen Square, Wuhan - Yellow Crane Tower, Hubei Provincial Museum, 

Tangsze River • 5-night Cruise along the Three Gorges, Chongqing > Eling Park, Artist 

Village, Xian - Terracotta Warriors, Huaqing Hot Spring, Grand Mosque, Wild Goose Pagoda. 

With CT5 Horizons, China is more than just another destination. 

Book direct: 0171-836 9911 (Open?^ ^ 

g§ Chin Trawl Service (UK) Ltd CTS Horizons*? 
CTS House, 7 Upper Si Martins lane. Lonfon WC2H901 iJ-lWmrri.nii<.i,iir» 

ip Fax 0171-836 3! 31 EmalL Cl5«Osulu»ni -/LJ) 
^ Other dasskjeerm^ebaunOahh. ^ 

JOT 
LATE SPRING SAVERS 

Flight prices from 

£106 rtn 

London-Scandinavia 
From Heathrow to: 

Stockholm £106 - Oslo £116. Gothenbar £116 
Bergen £08 - Stavanger £118 • Copeahagen £121 

From Stanstedto Stockholm £106 
We're another range of sensationally low return feres 

this spring-right through to the end of May. 

Travel must be completed by May 31 - closing date 
for reservations May 17. 

.. Book through your travel agent or SAS 

0845 60 727 727 
" ^ are sut^eetto availability 

a™1 fates to qualifying conditions. 

sir 
SCANDINAVIAN AJRUNES 
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City where a night out costs a fiver 
likf* fiprrarH vieite +1- ■ -—--chwstophe Mike Gerrard visits Xi’an, the 
start of the Silk Road, where 

he is awed by archaeology and 
shakes hands with history 

In March 1974 the Wei 
River was running dry 
and there was a drought 
around the village of 

Xiyang. 600 miles southwest 
of Beijing. A few villagers were 
sinking an experimental well 
when one of them, Yang Xin 
Man, struck something with 
his pick, it was a terracotta 
soldier, pan of a terra com a 
army of almost 8.000 figures 
thar had been buried for 2,000 
years, it was perhaps the 
greatest archaeological find of 
the century. 

The terracotta soldiers, with 
horses and chariots, had been 
built to guard the tomb of Qin 
Shi Huang, the first emperor 
of a unified China. It was Qin 
who began building the Great 
Wall, who created a single 
Chinese script, rationalised 
weights and measures, adop¬ 
ted a single currency and gave 
his name to the nation (Qin is 
pronounced Chin). 

Yet he also burnt all books 
that were not either of practi¬ 
cal use or about himself, and 
slaughtered their authors. The 
terracotta army was created to 
protect him in death but. in the 
anarchy that reigned after he 
died in 204 BC, his artificial 
army was raided for the real 
weapons its soldiers were 
cartying, and the burial pits in 
which they were standing 
caved in. The silent warriors 
lay there until Mr Yang for¬ 
tuitously came along with his 
pick-axe. 

That accidental discovery is 
why the nearby city of Xifcn 
(pronounced She-anne) is sec¬ 
ond only to Beijing on the 
Chinese tourist itinerary. The 
pity is that few tours allow 

more than a fleeting glimpse 
of one of the most attractive 
and fascinating of Chinese 
cities, the historic start, or end. 
of the Silk Road. It has a 
Muslim quarter, markets and 
museums, towers and temples 
and stunning city walls — 
which Paul Theroux describes 
in Riding the Iron Rooster as 
the only city walls he has ever 
seen that realty look able to 
repel an invasion. 

The walls were built in 1370 
and run for more than eight 
miles in an almost complete 
rectangle around the city 
centre. The longest continuous 
stretch is three mites, so it 
would take an hour to walk, 
dodging the bicycles as you go 
(many people use the lane that 
runs along the top of the wall 
as a traffic-free way of getting 
around). The walls are nearly 
60ft thick at their base, and 
40ft high, and are lit like a 
gigantic pagoda at night As 
well as bring* a place to 
practise rai chi in die morn¬ 
ings, they are a great aid to 
navigation. 

After a tour of the town 1 
walk back towards the East 
Gate and our hotel. In a little 
pork near the Bell Tower, built 
in 1582 and now the hub of a 
huge roundabout, two teenage 
girls ask me if I.will take a 
photograph of them together. 
“My former classmate fives in 
Xi'an so I have come to visit 
her," one of them tells me. I 
ask her if she likes the dty. “I 
have not been here long 
enough to see the sights so I 
have not yet formed an opin¬ 
ion," she says. 

From a kiosk, two children 
giggle and shout “hello, hello". 

Part of the terracotta army, discovered in 1974 when villagers were digging a well which provides an eerie and surreal sight, breathtaking and sinister, near the city of Xi’an 

and 1 buy a bottle of beer from 
their smiling mother. It costs 
42p or six yuan, is brewed by 
theTsingtao Brewery Xi'an Co 
Ltd and tastes wonderful in 
the heat Back in my room a 
notice to guests reminds me 
that “Prostitution, whoredom, 
gambling, drug taking, drug 
dealing and anything obscene 
are fobiden (sic).” 

Content with more conven¬ 
tional pleasures. I had ar¬ 

ranged to go for a meal with a 
fellow traveller, an Australian 
called Brian. We choose a 
place recommended by the 
Lonely Planet guide and get 
the hotel receptionist to write 
the name down in Chinese 
script A taxi costs us 42p, but 
the restaurant has closed for 
the night It is, after all, 
830pm and many places close 
by nine. A young lad is 
summoned and leads us to 

Dong Dajie (the main shop¬ 
ping street) and the Xianghe- 
lou Roast Duck Restaurant 
He politely refuses the tip we 
offer. There are Formica tables 
and few other diners as we 
head for the 9pm watershed. 
We order chicken in peanut 
sauce, squid and pork and. 
being civilised, share a duty¬ 
free bottle of buttery Blue 
Pyrenees 1995 chardonnay 
that Brian has brought with 

A constant flow of hiking boots is 
beating a new tourist trail along 
the southwest fringe of China. One 

area benefiting from this is Dali, at the 
foot of the Himalayas between Erhai Lake 
and the 4.120m peaks of the Cangshan 
Mountains. Known as China's Switzer¬ 
land. Dali has become particularly popu¬ 
lar with hikers and backpackers, who 
enjoy the mountains (which stretch for 30 
miles) and its waterfalls and streams. 

I went backpacking and met dozens of 
others who had taken advantage of rock- 
bottom air fares. On the 30-hour train 
from Guilin to Kunming — travelling 
west to Dali — I bumped into Tom. 25. 
and Sam. 21, from South London, who 
were in the middle of an impromptu 
Chinese lesson with the locals. Tom was 
about to embark on a two-year lecturing 
job in Colorado and had brought his 
brother Sam for a taste of Asia. Sam said; 
“We've got three months, but we've got 
Vietnam and San Francisco io go.” 

Confusingly, Dali is split into two 
sections. Xiaguan, the modem town, sits 
at the base of Erhai Lake, one of only 
seven freshwater lakes in China. The 
nearby Jizu Shan Mountains are an 
impressive backdrop and offer great 
views over the water. If you are into 
temples this is the place to come — there 
are 36 of them (and 72 convents) along the 
mountain top and the climb has been an 
annual pilgrimage for Buddhist monks 
since the 7th century. 

Most people, however, end up in the 
Old Town of Dali, ten miles up the road. It 
is a daytripper's paradise, with loads of 
picnic spots — such as the clear pool at 

Take me to Butterfly Spring 
HBJENLEUDAR ^ **• 

Tom buys a bagful of local cigars for a few pence in the market at Dali 

Butterfly Spring to the north. If you can't 
face the walk, there is a cable car 
stretching 1,670m over the treetops and 
rising to 478m for an impressive view. The 
upper station is connected to the ancient 
Zhonghe Temple and there is an 11-mile 
trek back down through the pine forest 

On the other side of Dali, hire a bike 
and explore the numerous tiny Bai 
villages—one or the local minority groups 
— which line the lake front. There are 
boats to the smaller islands off the eastern 
shore — if you cannot face haggling with 
one of the fishermen, the China Interna¬ 
tional Travel Service in Dali can arrange 
day trips for about £15. 

The hangout for Westerners is the No 4 
Guesthouse (aka YuYm Garden Hotel) at 
the end of Huguo Lu (Foreigner Street) 
whose main attraction (apart from the red 
lantern bar and well-kept garden) is free 
washing machines. 

Dali caters for most of the usual tourist 
whims: cheap massages (£3.70) for an 
hour, shoe-shine (23p) and a selection of 
life's essentials such as Hobnobs, M&Ms 
and Kellogg’s Froot Loops. 

“So much for getting away from it all," 
shrugged Tom as he stepped into an 
Internet Cate to check his e-mails. 

Helen Leudar 

FACT FILE 

■ Getting there 
Traiffindere (On W38 3939) 
has flights to Kunming 
via Bangkok from E46Z It 
also has flights Id 
Beijing from £295. 
There are buses to Dali 
from Kunming (tickets 
about £350k it is an 11- 
hoar joomey, bat the 
sleeper bases are 
comfortable. Local bus from 
Xiaguan to Dali's Old 
Town costs 7p and lakes 
about 15 minutes. 

■ Package trip: Exodus 
(0181-675 5550) has a 22day 
Yunnan Explorer lour 
that includes two-and-a-haff 
days in Dali from 
£1.745; return flights from 
London lo Kunming, ail 
accommodation and most 
meals included. 
Pagodas. Bai villages and 
temples are visited 
during Ihe stopoff in Dali 

■ Bike tune From 40pa 
day from the Cornelia No 2 
Guesthouse. Keep your 
lyres pumped up: bike 
repairers charge 
foreigners 40p. but they are 
hard to find. 

■ Further information: 
China National Tourist 
Office (0171-935 9787). 

him and that we have chilled 
in the fridge. 

Outside, a young man and 
woman ask if we would like a 
free beer. An image of a Soho 
dive springs to mind, but 
Brian is keen, so we risk the 
Baris Bar in a nearby base¬ 
ment. It is quite plush with 
chintzy armchairs and a small 
stage on which a duo with a 
saxophone and Yamaha key¬ 
board are playing lazy jazz. 
The free beers arrive, two 
mouthfuls each and, just as we 
are intended to, we order some 
more. 

A young man sings Un¬ 
chained Melody flonely riv¬ 
ers flow; to the sea, to the sea 
...") and when he has finished 
I buy him a beer. The waitress 
comes bade and tells us the 
singer would like to thank his 
foreign friends. The bill comes 
to 46 yuan (£320). Our night 
on the town, with another taxi 
back, has cost us a fiver each. 

Next day it is the terracotta 
tour, stopping off on the way 
at the Banpo Museum. Here 
in 1953 the remains of a 
neolithic village were found, 
dating from 5000 BG It is the 
finest example in the world of 
an agricultural neolithic settle¬ 
ment, the foundations of the 
houses displayed in a hanger- 
like building. All the graves 
discovered are for females, 
giving rise to speculation that 
this was a matriarchal society. 
The guide tells us they still 
have a system in parts of 
China known as Azhu marri¬ 
age. “It happens in mountain 
areas near the Vietnam bor¬ 
der." he explains. “An Azhu 
marriage is where, if a woman 
wants to marry, she simply 
puts a sign on her door." 

From Banpo we drive to the 
terracotta army, and although 
it is often the case that the 
more you look forward to 
something, the less it pleases, 
these soldiers are a noble 
exception. There is an awed 
silence in the vast darkness of 

the main building, where you 
took down on more than a 
thousand of these lifelike fig¬ 
ures. each one different, ar¬ 
ranged row after row as if they 
are marching towards you. 
Those at the front have been 
restored, while in the rear they 
have been left the way they 
were found — crumbling jum¬ 
bles of arms and legs, bits of 
torsos sticking out of the soil 
and dust It is an eerie and 
surreal sight, breathtaking 
and beautifully sinister. And 
all found by Mr Yang, who 
now sits in the bookshop 
posing for photos and signing 

postcards. He inscribes a book 
for me and hands me a 
certificate which states: "The 
First Man discovered the 
Eighth Wonder in the world — 
Mr Yang Xin Man." 

Despite being corny and 
touristy, and despite the fact 
that one guidebook points out 
that there is usually another 
Mr Yang in another bookshop 
nearby. I shake my Mr Yang’s 
hand and feel that 1 am 
shaking hands with history. 

•Mike Gerrard won the 
award for consumer travel writing 
at the Travdex Travel Writers’ 
Awards last month. 

HOW TO VISIT XI’AN 

■ Mike Gerrard travelled with The Imaginative 
Traveller (0181-742 3113: or0181-742 3049 for a brochure) 
whose three-week China Adventure and Silk Road 
tours visit Xi’an. Forthcoming China Adventure tours 
depart from Beijing (and end in Hong Kong) on April 
20, May II. June 1. June22 and July 13 and cost £1.480. 
Silk Road tours leave Beijing (and end in Islamabad) 
on May 30. July 11. August 22 and cost E1360. Prices 
exclude international flights but indude internal 
travel, accommodation and some meals. 
■ Getting there: Until April 30 TrailGndeTS (0171-938 
3939) is offering flights from London to Beijing and back 
from Hong Kong for £321; London to Beijing 
returning from Islamabad is £908 (both prices include 
tax). British Airways (0345 222111) and Air China (0171- 
630 0919) fly twice weekly to Beijing. Other options 
indude KLM (0990 750900) via Amsterdam, Lufthansa 
(0345 737747) via Frankfurt and Singapore Airlines (0181- 
747 0007) via Singapore. 
■ Red tape A singles try 30-day tourist visa costs £25 
from the Chinese Embassy (Visa Section), 31 Portland 
Place, London WI9 3AH (0171-6311430). 
■ Health: No inoculations required, but hepatitis A 
and rabies are recommended. Consult your GP. Drink 
bottled rather than tap water. Some travellers may 
suffer stomach upsets due to the different diet 
■ Further reading: China. Including Hong Kong and 
Macau (Rough Guides. £15.99) and China: A Travel 
Survival Kit (Lonely Planet £16.99) are both 
recommended. Xi’an is well covered in China: the Silk 
Routes by Peter Neville-Hadley (Cadogan. £15.99), and 
naturally in A'Tan by Simon Holledge (Odyssey. £9.95). 
Travel literature indudes Paul Theroux Riding the 
Iron Rooster (Penguin. £7.99). Colin Thubron Behind the 
Wall (Penguin, £6.99). 
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celess weekend memories 

of Paris from £150. 
Amsterdam from £82* Berlin from £6V ' ^ Brussels from £57London from £66 

Although your leisure time is limited this weekend, the possihi lilies sli ouldn't he. join us at Inter-Continental and Forum Hotels and 

Resorts and you'll have the luxury of choice- Special rates start at just £150 per couple per night* inclusive of one of the following 

complimentary options: 1 •** Full American Breakfast for Two. • Upgrade to Cluh Inter-Continental Room or Junior Suite, "w Additional 

Guest Room at Half-Price. ■ Double Bonus Mileage with Participating Airlines. To mate a reservation in any one of our 60 hotels 

in 50 European cities call now on 0345 581444 and ash for Heart of the City Weekend Options. For a brochure call 0800 55406S. 

INTER-CONTINENTAL 
HOTELS AND RESORTS 

Europe • llie Middle East • Africa • Asia Pacific * The Americas • ONE WORLD • ONE HOTEL • I'Nigi'ELY INTER-CONTINENTAL 
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An oasis 
in the heart 
of Lisbon 

In our monthly series on great museums of the world, 

Marti" Symington views the Gulbenkian collection 

CAPITAL 
MUSEUMS My first tingle of 

awakened imag¬ 
ination came in 
the Gallery of 

Islamic Art. This place. I 
suddenly realised, was more 
than a collection of exhibits. 
The gallery is spacious, airy 
and light, its extensive floors 
laid with the exquisite Persian 
carpets that once covered 
floors in the palaces of sultans 
and emirs. Tall windows look 
out on to a green pond and 
mossy bonk shaded by trees. I 
was in an oasis. 

In an alcove, a 14th-century 
Syrian glass mosque lamp, 
gilded and enamelled with 
azure, stands in front of a 
window giving on to a court¬ 
yard lush with ferns and birds 
of paradise flowers. Look 
through the opaque lamp and 
you see distorted images of 
green and blue light, dancing 
with spangles of orange. “You 
see now?" asked my guide. 
Maria Deolinda. "The Mus- 

Henri Fantin-Latour’s little-known Still-Life is a gem 

Jim image of heaven is a 
garden, with flowing water, 
beneath the stars." Then she 
translated for me the Koranic 
verse, inscribed in Arabic on 
the lamp: Cod is the light of 
the heavens and the earth; the 
likeness of His light is as a 
niche wherein is a lamp, the 
lamp in a glass, the glass as if 
it were a glittering star. 

"Mr Gulbenkian used to say 
that he wept when he saw this 
lamp for the first time," said 
Maria softly. 

CaJouste Gulbenkian (1869- 
1955) was the Bill Gates of his 
time. An Armenian bom in 
Turkey, he studied engineer¬ 
ing at King's College London 

then travelled in the Middle 
East, where he developed a 
strange and unlikely theory. 
Petroleum, he predicted in a 
book published in 1891 when 
he was just 22. would become 
the principal energy source of 
the next century. The internal 
combustion engine would 
transform transport and in¬ 
dustry. sweeping away reli¬ 
ance on steam. 

Prophetic stuff. Gulbenkian 
was also convinced that untold 
reserves of oil lay beneath the 
sands of the Middle East He 
formed a corporation which 
eventually splintered into 
companies such as Shell. BP. 
Esso and Mobil — and he 
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HOW TO MAKE THE MOST OF THE GULBI ENKIAN MUSEUM | 

■ What to see if you are in 
a hurry: start at the 
Egyptian Art entrance and 
do tiie carpets and the 
mosque lights in the Gal¬ 
lery of Islamic Art The 
Barge of Venus tapestry; 
Houdon's marble sculpture 
of Dianas the Rembrandts: 
QuUleboettf. Mouth of the 
Seine by Turner; the 
Laiique collection. 
■ Hidden gems: Still Life 
by Henri Fantin-Latour a 
delightful pair of mustard 
barrels, on wheelbarrows 
pushed by graceful cupids. 
by the French goldsmith 
Antoine Durand. 
■ Worth missing out I 
found the French furniture 
rather stuffy. 
■ Survival guide Avoid 
Saturdays and Sundays. 
On any other day, the The museur 
museum can be almost CaJouste < 
deserted between 1pm and 
3pm. If you see a large party going in one 
entrance, choose another. 
■ Recovery zones: There are leather seats to 
sit and admire the exhibits when it is not too 
crowded. There is a rest area between tire 
Far Eastern Art and Ivory room and 
Illuminated Books room. Alternatively, take 
a break on the grass or a bench outside in 
the CaJouste Gulbenkian Park. 
■ Food and drink: The museum's self- 
service cafeteria is large and airy, if a touch 
characterless, and serves good snacks at 
reasonable prices (eg. pastries 50p, sand¬ 
wiches 80p and delicious, strong coffee 30p). 
Also beer and wane. There are several cafes 
and restaurants within a few minutes’ walk 
of the museum. Try the Cafe Cervejeria on 
Rua Aqufles Machado just across the park, 
for a snack, or Politia nearby on Rua 
Masques Side Bandevra, for more substan¬ 
tial traditional Portuguese food. 
■ Guidebooks: ft is essential to have one, as 
the labelling and explanations are minimal. 
The Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation's 
official guide for sale at the entrance is a rip- 

Tbe museum’s benefactor. 
CaJouste Guibenlaan 

off at Esc 3,000 (about 
£930). Much better value is 
the cumbersome but far 
more comprehensive Mu¬ 
seums Discovered; The 
Calouste Gulbenkian Mu¬ 
seum by Rona Go Sen 
(Woodbine Books) for Esc 
4300 (about £14). Among 
the general guide books to 
Portugal, The Rough 
Guide by Mark Ellin gharri, 
John Fisher and Graham 
Kenyon (Rough Guides 
£9.99) and Lonefy Planet 
by Julia Wilkinson and 
John King (Lonely Planet 
£10.99) have good introduc¬ 
tions to the Gulbenkran, 
while the turgid Blue 
Guide to Portugal by lan 
Robertson (A&C Black. 
£12.99) is the most erudite 
■ Special exhibitions: Art 

i benefactor, and the Sea from May 18 to 
dbenldan August 30. coincides with 

Expo 98 (May 22-Sept 30). 
■ Essential information: Museu Calouste 
Gulbenkian. Avenida de Bema 45, 1067 
Usboa, (00 351 1 793 5I3L email 
apgegulbenkian.puug.pt Website: http> 
//www.gulbenld2ji.pt). Open 10am-5pm ev¬ 
ery day except Mondays and public 
holidays. Entrance Esc 500 (about £1.60), 
free on Sundays, children and students free 
Disabled access is good, with ramps and 
wheelchair loan on request (best to phone 
beforehand to confirm availability). 
■ Getting there: Martin Symington trav¬ 
elled with TAP Air Portugal (0I71-S28 0262) 
which has return flights from Heathrow to 
Lisbon from £156 per person (conditional 
upon two people travelling together and a 
Saturday night stay; includes airport taxes 
and three days' car hire), valid for April 13- 
May 15 and May 25-July 16. 
■ Further information: Portuguese Nat¬ 
ional Tourist Office 22-25a Sackville Street, 
London WlX IDE (0171-4941441). 
• Expo 98 opens in Lisbon next month. Don't 
miss our travel pages next week fora guide to 
making the most of the JestivaL 

The Gallery of Islamic Art in the Gulbenkian Museum in Lisbon, is spacious, airy and tight, showing off the collection to best advantage 

retained a 5 per cent stake in 
each. As the 20ih century 
progressed, “Mr Five-Per¬ 
cent". as Gulbenkian was 
nicknamed, became the 
world’s wealthiest man. 

This gave him the where¬ 
withal to indulge his greatest 
passion — collecting what he 
regarded as the finest works of 
an ever created. During the 
Second World War. he took 
refuge in neutral Portugal, 
where he lived for the remain¬ 
der of his life. He bequeathed 
his collection to a charitable 
foundation, stipulating that it 
be based in Lisbon and that all 
the works be housed under the 
same root 

GULBENKIAN’S 
ROOMS WITH VIEWS 
ARMENIAN oil magnate Calouste Gulbenkian 
bequeathed his collection to a charitable 
foundation in Portugal, where he lived 
from the Second World War. - { 
The central parks allow . 1 
natural light to fill ••' -W 

French 
decorative art 

some of the rooms 

Laiique _ 
colection' 

The museum opened in 
1969. in a specially 
built grey concrete 
building, ugly from 

the outside but set in beauti¬ 
fully landscaped water gar¬ 
dens. Inside, the atmosphere is 
relaxed and easy-going. The 
most obvious way round is to 
start diroflokjgicalJy in the 
Egyptian and Graeco-Roman 
rooms and progress through 
the Islamic and Oriental gal¬ 
leries. to European art But if 
you are the sort of person who 
flicks through magazines 
backwards, begin with the 
Laiique collection of art nou¬ 
veau jewellery, then head, via 
Monet, Manet, Turner. Gains¬ 
borough and Rubens, towards 
the French gold, silver and 
furniture, and collections of 
ivory diptychs and illuminat¬ 
ed medieval manuscripts. You 
may wander at will vnth easy 
access to the exhibits — there 
are no cordons or “don’t 
touch" notices and officialdom 
and security are very low-key. 
(I am told that this is a dever 
illusion.) 

What makes the Gulben¬ 
kian one of the world's most 
important collections of art — 
and one which every foreign 
dignitary visiting Lisbon is 
taken to see — is that every 
piece in it was chosen not only 
as an absolute superlative, but 
as a personal treasure. Each 
object is exquisitely displayed 
arid lit. And it being such an 
unfussy and relatively small 
museum, you begin to feel on 
intimate terms with a plethora 
of masterpieces. 

I was treated to several more 
eyeopening experiences of the 
kind that had awed me in the 
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Manet’s Boy w8h Cherries, pakitad in 
about 1B58 at the beginning of Ms 
career, is one of the best-known 
palntfn&s In the European Art section 
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in die Cayman Islands the beaches are powder white, the sea is turquoise and 

the average year round temperature 82T. Snorkel with the stingrays. Visit Caymanian 
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Islamic Gallery. There was 
Houdon's marble Diana, for 
instance — smooth, nude and 
running with a fleet grace 
which appears different from 
every angle. It used to be one 
of Catherine the Great of 
Russia^ most cherished pas- i 
sessions. Then there are the 
two Rembrandts; I was espe¬ 
cially struck by his Figure of 
an Old Man — dignified and __. „ _ 
ineffably ad. hi!.face seeming 
to glow from within. I Stood a whole room with Ns art 
next to a woman who had been 
gazing at him, for at least 20 
minutes. “Haw tragic." she 
said simply, in an American 
accent. I folly understood 
what she meant I returned several times 

during my visit to the 
little-known Still Life by 
Henri Fantin-Latour. It 

is an extraordinarily life-like 
painting of ripe peaches and 
raspberries whose colours, 
texture and juiciness actually 
made me salivate. 

My only criticism of the 
Gulbenkian is the minimal 
labelling, which can leave you 
lost if you haven’t invested in a 
guidebook. “Look at this one 
Matt, one little guy’s peeing on 
another!" Australian back¬ 
packer Helena called to her 
boyfriend. Her eye had been 
drawn to a whimsical detail in 
a I6th-centup' Italian silk tap¬ 
estry of frolicking cupids and 
nymphs. 1 lent them my cata¬ 
logue, and they were soon 
lapping up theories about the 
significance of childish homo- 
eroticism in Renaissance 
•Mantua. 

The 1780 martate 
status of Diana was 
once owned by 
Catherine the Great 
of Russia 
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* The agony and ecstasy of capoeira 
IpanfUkttA ii hiii■mi——■ ■ . __ V .A Jeannette 

Hyde visits 
Brazil to whirl 

with the 
experts in a 

frenzied dance 

E 
and 

e> 
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vening classes can be 
dangerous. They can 
start off as light relief 
from daytime work 

— turn into life-altering 
obsessions. It happened to me. 

_ I first discovered capoeira in 
m the listings in Time Out maga¬ 

zine. Described as a Brazilian 
dance mixed with acrobatics 
and martial arts performed to 
music, it sounded exotic and 
challenging, and was intrigu¬ 
ing enough to lure me out on a 
winter's night. 

Two years later I found 
myself scrounging seven 
weeks off work, raiding my life 
savings and persuading my 
boyfriend. Markus, to chuck 
in his job to visit the Brazilian 
capoeira capital. Salvador. 

Tlic city is in Bahia, a sun¬ 
drenched cultural and musical f Mecca, home to all Brazil's 
greatest musicians, including 
Cilberto Gil and Caetano 
Veloso. The country's best¬ 
loved author. Jorge Ainado. 
sets his novels there. Even 
Michael Jackson turned up a 
couple of years ago to make a 
pop video. 

Brazilian friends are aston¬ 
ished that capoeira exists in 
England. My Rio e-mail 
penpal Daniel la wrote: “I just 
cannot imagine the sight of 
floury1 English people dandng 
capoeira in cold London. 1 can 
imagine nothing stranger." I 
tried to picture her morris 
dancing in Rio to understand 
her cultural confusion. 

Capoeira originated with 
African slaves in Brazil, who 
dressed up their fighting prac¬ 
tice as a dance to confuse their 
masters. The Portuguese 
thought the circle with two 
slaves jigging up and down 
and doing acrobatics to per¬ 
cussion music was a happy- 
clappy event. Little did they 
realise their slaves were condi¬ 
tioning their minds and bodies 
for escape. Today’s capoeir¬ 
istas do it for fitness and fun. 
rather than freedom. 

Two opponents cartwheel 
into a ring called a roda, made 
up of players sitting before a 
row of musicians playing tam¬ 
bourines. drums and three 
berimbau instruments. These 
one-string fishing rods (from 
.Angola) are balanced on the 
little finger and played with a 
stick, a stone and a bean-filled 
rattle. Two people play in the 
ring, showing off acrobatics 
without touching or injuring 
each other. They lunge at each 
other with spinning kicks and 
dodge with quick getaway 
moves. The most skilful 
capoeiristas display their con¬ 
trol by playing with razor 
blades between their toes. 

it is hard to avoid capoeira 
in Salvador. Within minutes of 
arriving in Pelourinho, the 
historic Portuguese colonial 
centre of Salvador, 1 realised 
that the whole fabric of society 
incorporates this art form. 
Where else would you find 
phone booths in the shape of a 
berimbau, or Christmas deco¬ 
rations of flashing neon 
capoeira figures? 

It makes a change from 
hume. where people don't 
have a clue whar I'm talking 
about. Usually they mis-hear 
and think I'm discussing 
Tupperware — not the London 
School of Capoeira. 

Roberto Mercees. a local 
guide, told me: “Every 
Bahiano does a little football 
and a little capoeira." 

You dont have to visit a 
capoeira school to realise 
Bahianos play a lot of 
capoeira. White trousers, bare 
chest and berimbau are the 
giveaway signs. By the public 
fountains, on the beaches and 
at street comers, men break 
out into cartwheels and somer¬ 
saults before continuing their 

White trousers, bare chests, strange music and men lunging at each other with spinning kicks are the signs that a capoeira dance is on. It breaks out everywhere — on the beaches and at street comers 
MARKUS HOHL 

business as if nothing has 
happened. No wonder New 
Yorkers copied capoeira from 
Brazilian immigrants. It is 
claimed that, thanks to 
Bahianos spinning on their 
heads in the ghettos, break- 
dancing emerged. 

We were greeted at every 
capoeira school with a mix of 
open arms and astonishment. 
Our first stop was a commun¬ 
ity centre at the end of a sandy 
village in a beach resort. Praia 
do Forte, one hour from Salva¬ 
dor. We found the teacher 
sweeping the sandy floor and 
clearing space between dis¬ 
carded paint palettes, easels 
and broken chairs. We intro¬ 
duced ourselves to the 29-year- 

400 mhes 

us: “How many somersaults 
can you dor He was surprised 
when 1 said: “None." 

I was relieved by the arrival 
of another female — a blonde 
from Rio on a work placement 
at a turtle preservation farm. 
Like most capoeiristas. she 
had been given an unpolitical- 
ly-correci capoeira nickname 
— Boneca (doll). 

Master Fuampa made us 
stand in a line. We joined the 
students in a strange ritual. 
Dressed in white, they beat 
their chests while staring at 
the straw roof and shouting 
saude (health) before lining up 
in rows to copy Fuampa. who 
is to capoeira what Joaquin 
Cortes is to flamenco. 

Sweat formed puddles on 
the cracked terracotta tiles. 
Eyes and fingers peeped 
around the latticed door and 
through the windows. Vil¬ 
lagers were lining up for a 
glimpse of us two clumsy 
gringos attempting capoeira. 

F! 

old dreadlocked, rippling- 
muscled, bare-chested figure 
with diamond nose stud, white 
nylon hipster trousers and 
flip-flops. 

A dozen barefooted, bare¬ 
chested students trickled in 
(average age 20. agility to 
match any world champion 
athlete).They left their balding 
flip-flops in a pile in the 
comer. Haunting berimbau 
music filled Lhe room. The 
athletes — local fishermen, 
electricians, drivers and shop¬ 
keepers — punched the air 
with spinning kicks and 
clapped their feet while stand¬ 
ing on their heads. A 19-year- 
old with a talent for cart¬ 
wheeling on his elbows asked 

Juampa crouched into 
a ball with one elbow 
pressed into his hip to 
lift his body into the 

air, the side of his face press¬ 
ing the floor. '‘Queda de rinsr 
(“kidney to elbow") he shout¬ 
ed, and all the students copied 
him. left side first then bade on 
to their feet before swooping 
down to do the same move¬ 
ment on the other side. 

1 collapsed in a pile cm the 
floor. My wrists could not 
support my body any more. 
My dbow dug uncomfortably 
into my hip bone. All the boys 
were sweeping up and down 
doing the kidney-face-against- 
the-floor thing as if it was the 
most natural position in the 
world. 

Two hours later the ggony 
and ecstasy were over. About 
100 press-ups for the boys. 200 
stomach curls for the girls. 

Fuampa says he gives free 
dasses at a local nursery in a 
bid to break down some of the 
discrimination against cap¬ 
oeira. “Some people think it is 
a bit dangerous." he told us. At 
the beginning of this century 
dancing the capoeira was a 

A Brazilian capoeirista in mid cartwheel 

HOW TO GET TO BRAZIL AND WHERE TO DANCE 

■ Getting there: 
Jeannette Hyde flew from 
Heathrow to Rio de 
Janeiro with British 
Airways (0345 222111). 
which has return flights 
starting at £819 until the 
end of May. She took a bus 
from Rio to Salvador, 
which cost £35 for the 
28-hour trip. 
Traflfinders (0171-938 
3939} has prices in May 
starting at £548. flying 
Iberia via Madrid. 
Varig Brazilian Airlines 
(0171-287 3131) has an 
airpass costing $540 
(£325) which allows flights 
to five destinations in 
Brazil within 21 days. The 
pass can be bought only 
if international flights are 
with Varig or BA 
Domestic airfares are 
expensive and the pass 
often works out cheaper. 

■ Where to stay: In 
Salvador, the Hotel 
Pelourinho (00 55 71321 
4653) at Rua Aifredo Brito 
20. is the most famous 
backpacker hotel in town. 
Shabby but cheap, it is 
in the old Portuguese 
colonial district. About 
$35 (£21) per room per 
night. Among mid¬ 
market hotels, the Bahia 
Othon Palace (55 71247 
1044) has double rooms for 
about $95 (£57). Praia do 

Berimbau-style phonebox 

Forte: Praia do Forte 
Resort (55 71876 fill) is 
about £200 per room a 
night, half-board; half price 
in low season (our 
summer). 

■ Where to learn 
capoeira in the UK: the 
London School of 
Capoeira runs introductory 
courses (£75) and regular 
dasses (£10 per session or 
£80 for tea) at The Place. 
17 Dukes Road, London 
WC1H 9AB (0171-281 
2020). Classes also in 

Manchester and 
Huddersfield. - 

■ Where to learn 
capoeira in Salvador 
Academia deJoao 
Pequeno de Pastinha. Santo 
Antonio Fort. Santo 
Antonio (no phone—just 
turn up). Friday night 

1 from 7pm is the roda — 
music and dancing in 
the ring. Some students 
offer private dasses. 
Also: Assodacao de 
capoeira Mestre Bimba. 
Rua Francisco Muniz 
Barreto, 1 Centro Historic©. 
Pelourinho, Salvador. 
Master Fuampa holds 
dasses on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, 
with a roda on 
Saturdays, at the cultural/ 
community centre. 

■ What to wear White 
T-shirt and white baggy 
trousers. “Angola” 
schools practice in trainers. 
“Regional" barefoot. 

■ Reading: Capoeira: 
History, Philosophy and 
Practice, by Bira 
Almeida (North Atlantic 
Books. E10.99); The 
Little Capoeira Book, by 
Nestor Capoeira (North 
Atlantic Books, £9.99); 
Brazil—Travel 
Survival Kit (Lonely Planet 
£11.95). 

criminal offence punishable 
with the amputation of an arm. 
or leg. 

Brazil was the last country 
in the world to abolish slavery, 
in 1888. The authorities fdl 
threatened by the power that 
capoeira gave the freed blacks, 
and sought to stamp it out 

But today capoeira is boom¬ 
ing. The most popular variety 
is Regional — the high-flying 
fast type practised by the likes 
of Fuampa and testosterone- 

Island of Windmills & Wonders 
PALMA DE MALLORCA 

7 nights at the 3-sfar Santa Ana from £295half board or upgrade to the 5-star MeliaDe Mar from £27 per night 

Palma de Mallorca - ewn though literally mil¬ 
lions visit the island each year accommodations 
have been concentrated along the coast whilst 
inland the island life goesonasithasaiways done. 
The island is an absolute delight to explore with 
numerous comers which are peaceful and outra¬ 
geously beautiful and a local people who are well 
practised in the art of hospitality. We have chosen 
two hotels thatarcan ideal base from which to relax 
and to enjoy all that Mallorca can offer in being in 
a pleasant beach side location but close to the 
attractions of Palma itself. 

SANTAANA- Cala Mayor 3-star 
This lovelv hold is located right on the beachat 
Cala M3yoronly5kmsfrom the capital Palma. The 
hotel comprises 199 rooms either with sea newor 
side sea view and full ensuite facilities and bal¬ 
cony. The public areas include a lounge, restau¬ 
rant. beach bar for snacks, swimming pool, and 
lifts. Single rooms are with shower and WC- 

MELIA DE MAR-III etas 5-star 
Located on its own beach and in lovely gardens the 
Hotel Melia Pe Mar is just a short drive from Palma^ 

7 nights from £295 
Amongst the facilities offered is a swimming 
pool, tennis court and wide range of water- 
snorts. There isan excellent restaurant, bars, 
and comfortable lounges. The hotel has 144 
rooms with terraceswith sea view, full ensuite 
facilities, hairdryer, satellite TV. telephone, 
mini bar and air-conditioning._ 

DEPARTURES DATES & PRICES ' 
19‘WThursJsys'Cjtwiric- per person m a twin baldrd room 

Santa Ana Melia De Mar 
May 7.14.21.28 £295 £485 
June4.ll.lS.2S £295 080 
July2.9.16.23.30 £350 £655 
August6.13.20.27 £350 £655 
September 3,10.17,24 £325 £5® 
October 1,8,15.22 £325 £525 
Extra Week Santa Ana£125. Melia De Mar £385. 
Single Supplements on request 
ladaMall Importation. 7 or 14 nutas* accommnhtion. Hold 
Saida Aiuthalfbwid I Hotel Melia De Mdi (bftaUul onJw.aifj»rt 
lanes, local pridw NwiirlndHi-inioiani&OurcnritrtCb^buw 
ofBwkindlawilaWeonrtquaUihaJlimly mail reservations. 

0171-6161000 
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filled teenage boys. Regional 
was created by Master Bimba 
in the 1930s. He derided to 
incorporate fast, kung fu-style 
high, spinning kicks into die 
game. The original style, 
known as Angola, is slower, 
more graceful and full of 
crawling on the floor. 

The living legend of Angola, 
Master Joao Pequeno (Little 
John) can still be found pass¬ 
ing on his secrets at evening 
dasses in a derelict fort in 
Santo Antdnio in Salvador. 
We found the 80- 
year-old hard of 
hearing, but not 
short of stamina, 
when we entered 
the slummy fon at 
dusk. Homeless 
families were hud¬ 
dled . inside the 
iron-barred rooms. 
Scraggy dogs and 
children wandered 
the fort's central 
courtyard, dissect¬ 
ing rubbish piles . 
for scraps. They 
stared at the arrival of two 
gringos in white London 
School of Capoeira T-shirts 
and trousers — one with a 
notebook and the other a 
camera. 

The air was filled with the 
eerie sound of several 
berimbaus and a slow drum 
beat- 

inside a doorway we saw 
the fingerprint-pawed, pep¬ 
permint-coloured. cracked 
walls and bare concrete floor 
which give the room an insti¬ 
tutional air. 

A dozen figures formed a 

The dance 
was a 

crime that 
could cost 
an arm or 

a leg' 

tight circle. A row of students 
played percussion while two 
danced in the centre. Dressed 
in a white doth cap and Nikes, 
Joao Pequeno was plucking 
the berimbau, singing the 
Ladainha — the introductory 
song to the game. It was a 
mournful tale of a slave 
dreaming of freedom, escap¬ 
ing his captors and joining a 
quilombo — one of the secret 
jungle communities for run¬ 
aways. 

The students replied with a 
powerful chorus praising their 
_ master and all who 

taught them cap¬ 
oeira. Joao Pequ¬ 
eno lowered his 
berimbau, fisher¬ 
man-style, into the 
centre of the circle 
to signal the en¬ 
trance of two play¬ 
ers, or the exit of 
two others. 

The game ended 
about 90 mesmer¬ 
ising minutes later 

______ when the rhythm 
reached fever pilch 

and the room was filled with 
20 toe-tapping homeless spec¬ 
tators lured in by the frenzy of 
the game. 

Joao Pequeno. twanging his 
berimbau and singing with all 
his might. led the players, 
tambourine bashers and 
drum players around the 
room, out into the dark court¬ 
yard and beyond into the 
warm night 

The procession disappeared 
from the room leaving us 
faring a bare lamp bulb and a 
smiling picture of Joao stand¬ 
ing on his head. 

from 

£379 
Ceylon Beach 

12 nights including full breakfast & dinner 

Villa Walaowa: set in its own private walled garden, this 
rum of the century mansion has been convened into a 
charming 20 room 'hideaway' hotel (medium class). 
Close to Ben torn, on Sri Lanka's south west coast. Two 
minutes walk to beach. Swimming pool, restaurant, two 
bars. Simply furnished, fully aircondidoned rooms with 
private shower/wc. 

No supplement for the solo traveller (Emitcrf avaOabffiiy) 

S night tour inc Kmdy and Nuvraxa "SSyx £89 id £99 extra 

Departure dale: Price: Departure date: Price: 
26 Apr -98 £479 31 May £419 
03 May £419 07 Jun £429 
10 Mat £399 14 Jun £449 
17 Mav £419 21 Jun £479 
24 May £449 28 Jun £499 

21 & 28 Apn 12 nights £379 (depart GatwA/remni Heathrow) 

The price indudes Return High Is UK Dept ox of£20/12 oeaxon 
in duffing lull bfrakfas/dinner. Transfers. Optional S ni lour (if taken): a 
mcali |2 nut Krody/Nuxara Eliya; breakfast Mi Larinia {1 nt). Prices 
per person during twin. Not bdnfafc Local dept tax (approx £6). 

“ Optional insurance £55. BootiigronditkRB apply. 

To book, telephone: (open daily inc Sal/Stm) 

01306 744300 
Fax: 01306 744334 

IABTAV2HX 
I atm. 

The Travel CoUcctioo. 

Deqrime House, Dotting. Stingy RH54AZ. ‘BBS? 
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TRAVEL TIPS by Jill Crawshaw 

Glitterati 
winters 
SANDY LANE, the Barbados 
hotel favoured by film stars, 
lottery winners and Spice 
Girls, doses next weekend for 
IS months of refurbishmenL 
On this page we suggest 
suitably luxurious 
alternatives. 

The temporary closure of 
Sandy Lane gives its neigh¬ 
bour and bitter rival, the 500- 
acre Royal Westmoreland, a 
chance to become the premier 
hotel in Barbados. There is a 
golf course, a 12-acre driving 
range, floodlit tennis courts 
and a gym and health spa. 

More a club than a hotel, 
accommodation is in coral 
stone villas with maid service 
— some have cooks and 
private pools, fan Woosnam. 
Mike Gatting. David Lloyd 
and Virginia Wade already 
have holiday homes here — 
you can buy one from about 
£243.000 to £750.000. 

Caribbean Expressions 
(0171-431 2131) has 14 nights’ 
room-only until July II from 
£2*290. including Flights. ■ THE ability to serve 

brie and red wine at 
exactly the right 
temperatures on a tiny 
South Pacific island makes 
the Hotel Bora Bora a 
favourite hang-out for well- 
off travellers who like things i 
done Just right- This French 
Polynesian establishment | 
has become a legend for its 
sybaritic simplicity and i 
Gallic chic Even die-hard I 
Philistines find themselves 
going native In a pareo with 
a hibiscus behind each ear. 

There are lots of 
opportunities for one- 
upmanship: did you get one 
of the thatched bungalows 
on stills over the lagoon with 
four-poster bed and brass 
fan? Or a garden villa with 
its own private pool? Did 
you swim with the sharks, go 
horse-riding, try deep-sea or 
flyfishing? 

Elegant Resorts (01244 
S97888) has 12 nights' room- 
only plus overnight stop-offs 
ui Los Angeles and Tahiti in 

TRAVEL 
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April from £3.110, including 
flights. 

Luxurious life 
PANGKOR LAl/Tstays aloof 
from the bustling mainland 
of Malaysia on its own 300- 
acre patch facing the Malacca 
Straits. Luciano Pavarotti, 
opening the hotel in 1993, 
declared: “I almost cried 
when i saw how beautiful 
God had made this paradise." 

The 300 guests are pam¬ 
pered by 1340 staff in a series 
of villas. Nine “private resi¬ 
dences" are due to open in 
September, each with its own 
butler, chef, pagoda-style din¬ 
ing rooms, outdoor sunken 
baths and Far Eastern objets 
d'art. Definitely suitable for 
maharajas, movie moguls, 
expensive mistresses and. of 
course, weeping maestros. 

Kuoni (01306 740500) has 14 
nights' room-only from June 1 
toJune 15 from £1.465. includ¬ 
ing flights. 

Coconut time 
THE Duch¬ 
ess of York 
was first 
photo¬ 
graphed 
with John 
Bryan, her 

then lover, at the Amanpuri 
Hotel in Phuket. Thailand, in 
1992. Built in Thai temple- 
style on the site of a former 
coconut plantation, it is 
tucked away above the idyllic 
Pansea Beach on the island of 
Phuket There is nothing so 
common as a room here — 
you have “pavilions" “superi¬ 
or pavilions" or "deluxe pavil¬ 
ions", with 30 private "villa 
homes" with live-in maids 
and coda for the crtme de la 
crtme. 

It also offers 20 cruisers 
and a classic wooden yacht 
with crew and cook, and 
branded dubs for die compli¬ 
mentary use of guests at die 
Blue Canyon GotfChib. 

Should you tire of your 
pavilion, you can always nip 
down die coast to see bow die 
other half holiday — among 
the massage parlours and 
gay bars of Patong. 

... ' .*%■ 

- . 

Fly the yellow flag for room service on the island of Petit St Vincent in the Grenadines 

Elegant Resorts (01244 
897888) has 14 nights' room- 
only from May 16 to July 9 
from £2,785. including flights. 

Reef resort 
TONY BLAIR’S meeting with 
Rupert Murdoch on Hayman 
Island. Australia, in the sum¬ 
mer of 1995 helped raise the 
profile of this 30-acre island 
resort on the doorstep of die 
Barrio- Reef. There is nothing 
ruggedly Oz about Hayman. 
from its wine cellar stocked 

with 20.000 bottles (400 vin¬ 
tages), to its Italian and 
Japanese kitchens or its “Eng¬ 
lish", "Greek” or “Art Deco" 
penthouses. There is also a 
wedding chapel for those 
lulled by the resident harpist, 
candlelit balcony meals or 
dining cruises through the 74 
Whitsunday Islands.- Up¬ 
market offspring have their 
own Hayman Kidz Gub- 

Sports, a spa and shopping 
arcades offer self-contained 
luxury — there is even a golf 
course on the mainland to 

which guests are ferried by 
helicopter. 

Kuoni (01306740500) has 14 
nights’ B&B from £2^86. 
induding flights. 

Sporty types 
THE Four Seasons resort is 
on Pinneys Beach on the east 
coast of Nevis, part of die 
Leeward Islands. It has an 18- 
hole championship golf 
course, which is wrapped 
around the slopes of Mount 
Nevis and regarded as one of 

S Elegant 
retreat for 

| the wealthy 
S THERE are no charter 
|I flights to Mauritius, in the 
P Indian Ocean, which keeps 
It-; prices high and attracts the 
’•} jet-set writes Caih Urquhart. 

The Royal Palm is perhaps 
% the most elegant hotel but it 
0 wiB dose for refurbishment 
f? from May 1 to September 30. 
-j" - The glitterati may head to 

Le Touessrok. on the east 
- coast where guests can re- 

-. treat to the hotel's own pri¬ 
vate island: or to The 
Residence nearby, which I 
visited in February, just after 

ri; it opened. Although the food 
was not yet five-star, the 
hotel is not likely to waft long 
for visitors to enter its strik- 

•: ing atrium, which resembles Jthe prow of a ship and is 
open to the sea. 

Elegant Resorts (01244 
897888) has 12 nights' half- 
board at Le Touessrok until 
July 14 from £2.075, induding 
flights; 12 nights at The 
Residence from May I to July 
14 is from £2^585, induding 

. flights. Kuoni (01306 743000) 
has two weeks' half-board at 
Le Touessrok until July 14 
from £2.222- 

the most beautiful in the 
c* Caribbean — though you may 

find yourself under scrutiny 
from the odd goat or pig as . 
you tee off. 

There are 196 rooms, de- I signed in traditional local 
style with died floors, marble 
bathrooms, terraces, ceiling 
fans and air conditioning. On 
Pauley's Beach, iced towels 
are pressed into your hot 
hands at regular intervals. 

Dress code: designer label 
sportswear rather than gold 
jewellery and tuxedos. At¬ 
tracts the well-heeled young 
rather than rich wrinklies. 

Harlequin Travel (01708 
852780) has 14 nights' room- 
only from June l to October IS 

f I from £1,716, induding flights. 

___-t~r 

i« 
-I 

.3 f '5? 

v" -- -^r- 

fc- * _» 

SBM 
■-«- ---.I 

gjg 

The atrium is open to the sea at The Residence, Mauritius 

■ THE Maldives are a 
brochure writer's 

dreanc MOO “paradise" 
atolls with the common 
denominators of coconut 
palms, rfarrlwg white 

beaches and turquoise 
lagoons eacirded by reefs — 
pins a single bote! on each 
of about 200 of diem. Knda 
Huraa opened last 
September as “the ultimate 
escape". The whole island is 
only 12 acres, but has 106 

beach villas, a gym. a health 
spa inspired by the Thai use 

1 of herbs, aromatics and 
massage, a bevy of 
waiersports with a dive 
centre, big game fishing, 
plus the largest swimming 
pool in the Maldives, and 
three restaurants. 

Elegant Resorts (01244 
897888) has 14 nights’ B&B 
from May 10 to June 30 
from £1,615, induding 
flights. 

Serious style 
PACK your Louis Vuitton 
luggage with posh frocks and 
stacks of dollar bills before 
you hit Malliouhana, on An¬ 
guilla, a mecca for the seri¬ 
ously rich seeking style and 
sophistication. 

Six French chefs supervise 
the kitchens in high season, 
and the British-owned hotel is 
an oasis of lavish accommod¬ 
ation and mod cons with out¬ 
door Jacuzzis, massive bed¬ 
rooms, a gym and tennis 
courts. Anguilla’s sands are 
the most dazzling in the Car¬ 
ibbean. and there are two 
freshwater pools. It is hot for 
dusk-todawn party-goers; 
more for diner a deux. 

Caribbean Connection 
(01244 341131) has 14 nights’ 
room-only from June l to July 
II from £2.016, induding 
flights. 

Hide away 
THERE is one hotel on the 
113-acre island of Petit St 
Vincent in the Grenadines. It 
was built by owner Haze 
Richardson, who was washed 
up on its uninhabited shores 
cm a yachting trip and 
created a hideaway for 
wealthy Crusoes. There are 
22 luxury stone cottages, each 
with its own flagpole (the red 
flag means “leave us atone"). 
Fly the yellow flag if you want 
room service. Perfect for stres¬ 
sed executives: no telephones, 
televisions or room keys. 

Caribbean Escapes (0171- 
581 3517} has !4 nights’ full- 
board from May I to July 11 
from £2,881. including flights. 

mAU prices quoted in this 
piece are per person, based 
on two sharing a room. 

Travel articles in The Times 
since the beginning of the year .. 
are on our Internet site. See 
"most recenr links on http:// 
www.rhe-timesxo.uk 

New Labour, new lei¬ 
sure: while the Tories 
have traditionally fa¬ 

voured Italy and the South of 
France as holiday destina¬ 
tions, New Labour holiday¬ 
makers have a penchant for 
Moroooo, in particular La 
Gazelle dlDr. a secluded hotel 
near Taroudannt, 50 miles 
east of Agadir. New Labour¬ 
ites such as John Mortimer 
decamp here for the new year. 
Tories like to stay at this hotel 
too. but the manager does not 
have to keep the peace between 
two warring camps. The To¬ 
ries — induding the likes of 
Former Cabinet minister 
Michael Portillo — come here 
for Whitsun. 

March seems to be a polfti- 

Peaceful and politically correct 
Our MPS enjoy 

holidaying in 
two luxury hotels 

in southern 

Morocco, says 
Katherine Bergen 

cally neutral time of year, 
however; we spent three 
nights and there was not a 
politician in sight That may 
also have been a consequence 
of the hotel* layout, which 
permits seclusion within seclu¬ 
sion. Set in a fertile valley, the 

JE649 
Maumves: 

IndianOosanIsland^^ 

14 oighla inc full breakfast 8c dinner - 

Bathala bland: Charming medium class island located 

in the Ari Atoll. A tropical hideaway with superb white 
sand beaches and clear, warm waters. Restaurant, bar, 

good watersports. 38 rooms in individual thatched 

cottages with ceiling fan and unheated water. (Price 
includes seaplane transfers). 

grounds are vast, with orange 
groves, bougainvillea and tush 
landscaped gardens. Dotted 
throughout are 30 villas, giv¬ 
ing total privacy. 

The dining room, bar and 
other reception rooms are 
housed in the main building 
and as the residents convene 
here at night — lunch is 
normally eaten by the pool—a 
house-party atmosphere is cre¬ 
ated. At drinks before dinner 
on our first night it became 
dear that many of the guests 
are regulars, known by name 
and treated as friends. 

The food is modern Moroc¬ 
can with nothing to alarm the 
palate. Tajine of chicken 
shares a place on the menu 
with beef carpaccio, roast 
lamb jostles with tomato and 
basil soup. The mint tea is 
made and poured by a true 
expert who received the Legion 
dlionneur from the President 
of France for his excellence. 

Early March in Morocco is 
hotter than mid-July in Brit¬ 
ain, with temperatures reach¬ 
ing the mid-80s during the 
day. But the evenings are 
chilly, so much so that we 
asked for a fire to be fit each 
night in our bedroom, fire¬ 
places are a feature in all the 
villas. 

The restaurant at La Mamounia serves modem Moroccan cooking for the sophisticated palate 

Bring books; do not bring 
children; but do have a 
hammam massage—the hotel 
offers these irPhouse. You 
discard all your clothes and a 
benign-looking woman ap¬ 
proaches with a vicious-look¬ 
ing mitt After much rop-to-toe 
mitt-wielding your skin is left 

as pink and perfect as a 
baby’s. You are then covered 
in mud and left to cook in the 
sauna. On the point of heat 
exhaustion (20 minutes or so) 
you are sluiced off with merci¬ 
fully tepid water and invited to 
totter to a bed to recover. It is 
quite wonderfuL 

To reach Marrakesh from 
Taroudannt you have to travel 
about 125 miles north over the 
High Atlas Mountains. We 
were offered the chance to 
drive by the “scenic" route or 
the “fast" route. The fast route 
— around five hours — is 
scenic anyway. If you opt for 

THE ITALIAN LAKES & VENICE 
Departures: Price: Departures: Price: 
11 May ’98 £649 20JuJ £879 

3 18 May £729 03 Aug £1029 
25 May £649 17 Aug £1029 
08 Jun £699 31 Aug £949 
22jun £699 07 Sep £979 

a 

06 Jul 

No suppl 

£829 21 Sep £929 

Yemeni for ihe solo travc&er May/Juae only. 

All things conspire to make our visit Co the • f WIW119 f KUW 
Italian Lakes a delight especially for lovers of induding halfboard 
great scenery .villas. Widens, good food, wixie and * 
serenity of lakeside scenes themselves. The dra¬ 
matic setting of these lakes in the southern Alps 
is complemented by their different character and 
unique beauty. It is hardly surprising that the 
British have longhdd a special affection for the 
area and there will be opportunities enough to 
explore and be rewarded at every turn. 
Flights are from Heathrow to Venice by British 
Midland scheduled seat configured Boring 737 
aircraft every Saturday. We tows chosen as our 
base two splendid hotels the 3-star Hotel Excel¬ 
sior Splendid is located in the centre of Bellagio 
in front of the lake an dal 147 rooms have ensuite 
facilities, telephone and television. The superior 
4-slar Grand Hotel Menaggio looted tighten the 
lake and built in classical style. There is a large 
swinmiingpooLfirKrestauiantandmanymajes- . . .. . ... _ 
tic rooms and its 56 beautifully appointed rooms «wt\prriK«ive visit to theaty including St 

based on the lovely Hotel Excelsior Splendid, Lake Como, 
or for a supplement of 421 per night the renowned Grand Hotel Menaggio 

to make our visit to the ■ 7 NIGHTS FROM £325 departure da1 
t especially for lowers of induding halfboard 1998 Saturday-per persar 

The price includes: Rem™ flts/Gaiwk. UK Cow depi tax £20. 
14 nls accom inc full WeaUaH,'dinner. Transfers (as described). 

Prices per pe*wn .Glaring twin. Nw induded: lxiraf depi tax Upprra $10) 

Optional insurance: £55. Booking conditions apph. 

To book, telephone: (open daily inc Sat/Son) 

® 01306 744300 
Fax: 01306 744334 

ABTA VZSJtX 

n 
The Travel Collection, 

Dcepdenc House, Dotting. Sumy RH5 4AZ. 

Tiif 
h-nwl 

{ 'vtK.Liioii all have foil ensuite facilities. sj£hs and^ 
On Day 8 return to Venioe in the morning for a Grand Canal 

Mark's Square, the Doge'sPalace.the Bridge of 
Sighs and Rialto Bridge and a cruise on the 

DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 
1998 Saturday*-per person rnahrai bedded room 

May30^355 
June6.13,20.27£355-July 4,11. IS, 25 £365 

Aug 1,8.15,22,29 £365 -Sept 5.12.19.26.065 
Octoher3,10.17 £325 

Single supplement£I60 - Lake view£39 
Upgrade to Grand Hotel Menaggo; 

Per night £21 in a twin. £31 feasible room. 
Price bjdiAa: all Iraraportalioa 7 ni^to' accommodation on 
WnwanLai- 
looleuKta. 
Cwvlitioraoreookii^lonrojuoUsh^atiplyioaffTwerwtiofti. 

0171-6161000 

VOYAGESJULES VERNE 
21 Dorsef Squore, London NW16QG 

Trawl Pranomm LM. ABTAV1G6I ATW.8B38 
Internet httpVA*ww.yjvxtuik 

OuradlmancptnMoodvial'rldq'Sni^Mi 
artjhM£fecnibfarlclcpliavrEicrwlfciiisSaiD-5fmi.ForptT*)na| 

riutantdktttounmSam^miinUvMniy. 

the “scenic" route, allow the 
best part of a day. 

La Mamounia is, by con¬ 
trast with the Gazelle dOr. a 
less languid, more lively place. 
Winston Churchill liked stay¬ 
ing here, ami the Churchill 
piano bar is one of four 
watering holes in the hotel. A 
more recent visitor was the 
head of Mossad. the Israeli 
secret service. The rooms are 
decorated in 1920s style and 
despite its size — there are 171 
rooms and 51 suites — the 
hotel has a lot of character. 

The fountains everywhere, 
instde and out are strewn with 
rose petals and the grounds 
are so extensive that the hub¬ 
bub of Marrakesh is muted, 
wen though the hotel is only a 
five-minute walk from the 
Medina, the central square. 

The hotel will arrange a 

ICELAND 
9° 

n 
Garters-Geysere- 
Whafes-Volcanoes 
^^••^■^an»wn0in 
QB-'b* UKt taMaif 

01737218801 

ARCTIC 

guide to take you shopping in 
the souk. This is .not for the ' 
faint-hearted. If you are easily 
embarrassed or irritated, for¬ 
get iL You are constantly 
beseeched to enter shops, 
obliged to haggle upon entry 
and generally hassled. Many 
people love iL It certainly adds 
another dimension to souvenir 
shopping. 

You will return home with 
the best intentions to cook 
tajine or chicken with pre¬ 
served lemon. You probably 
will not do this, at least not 
successfully, but you are very 
likely to return to Morocco. 

□ Katherine Bergen 
travelled to Morocco with 
Elegant Resorts (01244 
897777). 

□ Seven nights' room- i 
only at La Mamounia from 
June 15 to July 5 cost from 
£825 per person, including 
return flights to 
Marrakesh and private car 
transfers. Seven nights at 
the Gazelle dT)r from May l 
to July 5 are from £1,315 
including full board, return 
flights to Agadir and car 
transfers. If not included in 
your package, the car 
transfer from Taroudannt to 
Marrakesh will cost from 
£140. 

□ When to go: being hot 
and dry, southern Morocco is 
a year-round destination, 
but with summer 
temperatures above 10QF 
in Marrakesh and 
Taroudannt it may be 
more comfortable between 
October and May. 

□ British passport 
holders do not nod a visa. 

D Morocco Tourist 
Information (0171-437 0073). 

CRV5TAL PREMIER CITIES 
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A stroll in the heather in Dartmoor National Park, the first in Britain to offer free guided walks to visitors who leave their cars at home and take the bus rncrrarf 

Two legs 
good, four 
wheels bad Britain's national park authorities have 

launched a series of schemes to 
encourage visitors to use public trans¬ 
port rather than cars this summer, 

Tom Chesshyre writes. 
Free guided walks for public transport users, 

park and ride schemes, new bus services, 
reduced speed limits and improved cycle routes 
are being introduced after Easter holiday 
figures showed that more than 90 per cent of 
visitors had driven to some areas. 

Dartmoor National Park is offering free 
guided walks for visitors who arrive by bus or 
trai n. From May 24. a family of four with public 
transport tickets could save up to £10. Dart¬ 
moor also plans to offer reductions in the price 
of bus and train tickets on Sundays for park- 
users from May 24, saving a family of four £20. 

At the end of May. Exmoor National Park starts 
a subsidised bus for visitors on Sundays which 

drops them off at the start of paths, with guides. 
And in Northumberland National Park, 

reduced entry prices to several tourist attrac¬ 
tions will be available for those who take the 
Hadrian's Wall bus between Carlisle, Hexham 
and Newcastle from May 23 to September 27. A 
family of four could save £10.90. 

The Lake District Yorkshire Dales and 
Snowdonia are also introducing schemes to 
reduce traffic. 

A spokesman for the Association of National 
Park Authorities said; “We have had to do these 
things because traffic increases have been 
causing congestion and putting the environ¬ 
ment at risk." 

• Further information: Dartmoor National 
Park Visitors Centre018228ZWJ4; Devon Bus 
Information:01392382SOO: Exmoor National Park 
01398323841: Northumberland Travel: 
01670533128 Clogging up our countryside—traffic queues around Wldecombe in the Moor 

WHAT IS the best piece of travel 
advice you were ever given? Do you 
know the cheapest way to get around 
New York, or how to buy a train 
ticket in Bombay? Perhaps you have 
a clever strategy for packing or can 
offer advice on staying safe in a 
foreign country? We want you to 
share your tips, in 75 words or less, 
with readers of The Times. If we 
publish your tip. you will win the 
Lonely Planet guidebook and 
phrasebook of your choice. Here are 
five tips to start you thinking. 

MAKE photocopies of your pass¬ 
port and travel insurance certificate 
and carry them separately from the 

WIN A GUIDEBOOK — SEND US YOUR TIPS 

originals. This helps if you need to 
replace your passport and is crucial 
if you lose yonr insurance certificate 
and have an accident If I hadn't 
taken a copy of my insurance, I 
could have faced a big hospital biff 
when I broke my arm in New York. 
—Jean Gibson, Wolverhampton. 

WHEN visiting a place where there’s 
a risk of muggings, cany a pocketful 
of low-value notes from other coun¬ 
tries separate from your main cash. If 
confronted, hand over the notes, 
which will impress the mugger who 

planet 
trawl guide books 

is unlikely to recognise they aren’t 
worth much. I did this in Morocco 
and also dropped the money to create 
a diversion and got away safely. — 
David Hill. Cambridge. 

STAYING at guesthouses and 
cheap lodges in Malaysia and 

Thailand, you should keep your 
money hidden in a pillowcase or 
under a sheet Lots of people we met 
who didn’t were robbed, as ifs easy 
for thieves to break in and reach 
under mosquito nets. Most thieves 
seem to be opportunists who only 
try their luck if they see a wallet or 
purse in die open. — Katie Bell, 
Holbom, London. 

If you’re on a fly-drive to a long-haul 
destination, it’s worth booking a 
hotel near the airport in advance for 
the first night The flight takes a lot 

out of you and driving too far is 
dangerous — I had a very near miss 
myself in Orlando last November. —■ 
Christy Kitson, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Pack a sarong. And that indudes 
the men. It is not just a skirt. It can 
also be used as a towel; night sheet 
drying-up doth, a cover for your 
legs when entering temples, a 
headscarf, a sheet a wrap and 
shopping bag. — Helen Walsh, 
Glasgow. 

• Send your suggestion on a postcard 
to: Travellers' Tip, The Times Travel 
Desk, 1 Pennington St. London El 
9XN. with your address and day-time 
telephone number. 

Cool Britannia 
hits tourists 
in the pocket 

An American couple 
were visiting Winches¬ 
ter Cathedral as port of 

a whistle-stop tour of Britain. 
Being in a tearing hurry — 
they probably had to cross off 
Wales before lea-time — they 
hit on a time-saving strategy. 
“You do the inside, honey.'and 
111 do the outside," drawled 
the husband. 

Oh. how we love to sneer at 
our overseas visitors. The fat 
Americans who hog the pave¬ 
ment; the gaggles of Japanese 
who follow each other, sheep¬ 
like. around the countryside: 
the chain-smoking French stu¬ 
dents who hunt in packs. 

But ifs not so funny when 
they stop coming. The number 
ofovepeas tourists holidaying 
in Britain this year is set to 
drop by b per cent, and our 
tourist industry stands to lose 
half a billion pounds, accord¬ 
ing to that worthy — if 
unwieldy sounding — body, 
the British Incoming Tour 
Operators Association. The 
strong pound, and the collapse 
of some Asian currencies, are 
widely blamed. 

There’s plenty 
that Chancellor 
Gordon Brown 
could do to help 
our tourist in¬ 
dustry. BITOA’s 
chief executive 
Richard Tobias 
told me this 
week. A good 
start would be to 
reduce or abolish 
Air Passenger 
Duty—the nasty 
sting that adds 
E10 to European 
and £20 to long- 
haul flights out 
of Britain. Or TRAVEL 
how about re- 
during VAT on 
hotel rooms, which at 175 per 
cent is considerably higher 
than die European average of 
12 per cent? 

The situation is so desperate 
that the British Tourist Au¬ 
thority has published a leaflet. 
“Good Value Britain”, for 
distribution abroad to poten¬ 
tial visitors. But once they've 
seen the Changing of the 
Guard and visited the British 
Museum (which, like many 
museums, does not charge), 
the budget-conscious tourist 
finds matters take a turn for 
the worse; the leaflet's sugges¬ 
tions include watching the 
London Marathon, filling up 
on fish and chips or M&S 
sandwiches, or shopping at 
the factory outlets in Bicester. 
Given these prospects. I doubt 
that travel agents in Asia will 
be bracing themselves for the 
rush. 

Perhaps one answer is to 
reduce the hefty admission 
fees charged by some of our 
most popular attractions. 
Adults pay £9.75 to visit Ma- 

TRIPWIRES 

by Oath 
Urquhart 

dame Tussaud*s. £950 to visit 
the grave of Diana. Princess of 
Wales, at Althorp this sum¬ 
mer, and £9 to shuffle through 
the Tower of London or Buck¬ 
ingham Palace. A family soon 
racks up enormous sightsee¬ 
ing bills. Before long, we may 
find more of our visitors 
imitating our American couple 
— one doing the inside, the 
other waiting outside — not 
because they’re in a hurry, but 
because they simply cannot 
afford to see our most famous 
sights. 

SALES of luxury yachts in 
Britain have shot up tty 233 
per cent in the past year. The 
Times reported earlier this 

'week. These are the monsters 
favoured by the late Robert 
Maxwell or Dodi Fayed; a 
world away from the modest 
variety that you or I might join 
for a Mediterranean sailing 
holiday. 

In Majorca two years ago. I 
saw, berthed at the ritzy 
marina at Portals Nous, die 
vast grey hulk owned by 

Prince Jefri of 
Brunei, looming 
over the com¬ 
mon-or-garden 
gin palaces 
berthed near by. 
I'd say it looks 
more like a war¬ 
ship than a luxu¬ 
ry yacht And its 
name? Tits. 
Which just goes 
to show that 
money can buy 
you luxury, but it 
can’t buy you 
class. 

TRAVEL EDITOR 
I SPENT Easter 

EDITOR in my home 
____ county of Derby¬ 

shire. which was 
sunny but freezing cold. As 1 
drove through Chesterfield. 1 
saw die sight that always 
reminds me of home: butch 
men wearing just T-shirts and 
jeans in freezing temperatures, 
their girlfriends wearing mini¬ 
skirts and no tights. No won¬ 
der it has taken me years to 
learn how to pack properly for 
my holidays. 

JUST in case you thought 
travel editors receive generous 
bribes from airlines and holi¬ 
day companies, let me reveal 
the contents of this week’s 
postbag. Rather than that 
return ticket to the Caribbean, 
my first brown envelope held a 
blue balloon from Airtours, 
emblazoned with the slogan 
“Let Yourself Go". Next, a 
Frisbee from car-hire com¬ 
pany Avis to celebrate its new 
links with British Airways. 
Most bizarre of all. a grill for 
barbequeing fish from the 
French Tourist Office. If any¬ 
one can tell me why they need 
such an implement, it’s theirs. 

□ SHAPE UP for summer at 
the Hotel Vilalara in the 
Algarve, Portugal. Thermalia 
Travel Health and Beauty 
Holidays (0171-483 1898) is 
offering seven nights* ■ full 
board accommodation and 
thalassotherapy treatment for 
£1.183 per person in April; 
£1551 in May and June. 
Return flights depart daily 
from Heathrow; transfers are 
included but not airport taxes. 

□ BRITTANY Ferries (0990 
360360} is offering a 24-hour 
fare of £9.95 on all routes to 
France until May 14 — Ports- 
mouth-Caen or St Mala Poole- 
Cherbourg and Piymouih- 
Roscoff. A car is £10 extra. 

□ Hayes and Jarvis (0181-222 
7833) is offering up to £100 
savings on holidays to Cuba 
until June 16. Six nights’ B&B 
at the Kohly Hotel in Havana 
is now E349 per person and six 
nights' all inclusive at the 

PACK 
YOUR 
BAGS 

n 

Gran Hotel in the beach resort 
of Varadero is £469 per per¬ 
son. Both offers include return 
flights. UK departure tax and 
transfers, and depan from 
Gatwick on Tuesdays and 
Manchester on Wednesdays. 

□ WATCH OUT for witches 
on Walpurgis Night Moswin 
(0116-271 99221 is offering a 
week in St Andreasberg, near 
the Harz Mountains. 
Germany, where witches al¬ 
legedly take off on April 30 to 
banish the winter and wel¬ 
come the spring. Seven 
nights’ B&B at the Rehberg 
Hotel is £430 per person, 
including return flights and 

i-V 

Weekend bne<*kf 

in Kovjdl 

Frowi owty 
tkif (print). 

2 Dinre:; Etc! <■ freaky. 

For your free brochure full of 

special offers in the Grampian Highlands 
and throughout Scotland call 

0990 511 511. 
wvww.holidayjcotIand.net When will you.go? 

car hire, and departing from 
Heathrow on April 24. 

□ ONE CHILD travels to Flori¬ 
da for £50 when accompanied by 
two adults with British Airways 
Holidays (0990 224224). Seven 
nights’ accommodation and car 
hire starts ar £479 per adult 
including UK taxes and return 
flights from Gatwick to Tampa. 
Valid until June 14. 

□ BE ONE of the first to stay 
at the stylish Maimaison ho¬ 
tel (0161-278 J00Q) which 
opened in Manchester this 
week. A double room starts at 
£99; a suite from £165. 

□ WORLDCHOICE (0990 
000888) has seven nights' self- 
catering ' accommodation in 
Turkey, to be allocated on 
arrival, starting at £149 per 
person and departing from 
Manchester on April 21. Trans¬ 
fers and taxes included 

□ OPERA specialist Liaisons 
Abroad (0171-376 4020) has 
tickets from £22 for the 
Accademia San Rocca per¬ 
forming counter-tenor arias 
by Vivaldi and Handel in 
Venice on April 21,25 and 28. 
Tickets to Fidelio by Beetho¬ 
ven. at the Palafenice on April 
24.26.28 and 30 are from £18. 
B&B accommodation ■ can 
also be arranged from £102 
per room per night included. 

Joanna Hunter 

Departures: MDrday20Apfatp Saturday 25 Aprfl,1998^ 
; Lowest avatebta pubfished faresfwietumtravel.- • 

BRoirt# Promotional Fare n.Dxibi« F»r« . . . •.. * J 

London-- • • 
Amsterdam 

froni £58 easyJet 
TafrLutDfi) 

£199 Transavla 
(exrSatwickJ 

- London- 
Berlin _ - 

£12&AB Airlines ' • 
.(ewGatwtefc). • 

from £398 AB Airlines 
(ex-Gatwick) 

London - . 
Brussels . 

£66 Virgin Express 
(Cx-Haajh row/Gaiwick) 

£200Sabena 
•_ (ex-Heath row/Gatwfck) 

London - 
Copenhagen 

, £125 Maerek«r 
(efrGalWjck) -• 

£390 MaerelvAir 
(ex-GatwtekJ 

London - . . 
Edinburgh 

from £68 Klm uh 
fe3frStanstiad/Clt^ . . v . .. 

from £158 KLMuk 
fcx-Siansi£<yCtty) 

London- 
Lisbon 

£107 AB Airlines 
(e*Gatwiok) 

£398 AB Airlines 
(ex-Gatwiofc) 

Manchester - 
ss - .f-l.f manna 

from £129. Iberia £626.)berfa 

London - - 
Palms 

from £318 easyJet 
(ex-tuton) . 

£530 BA 
(e*Gatwlek)1 

Birmingham — 
Paris- 

£113 BA £331 BA 

London- 
..Shannon 

£75A8Airtnes 
(erx-Gatsmcfc) ■ 

from £144 AB Airlines 
(efrCtatwfck) ' ' 

! AlrllnetalBptiooeniBiibOfs 

l ABAMne*0800;4588111 _' _ MaerakAIr0171-3330066_ : 1 

j Britts* Airways (BA) 0345 23201 Sahara 0181-7801444 

! essyJet 0900 292929 ... trannwta 01293 596650 ■ 
, Hrata 0171-830 0011 - . : virgin-Bqmw0171-744 0004 

RIMnk0990074074 J 

; Notes : . 
; Fares shown do not Include taxes. ' * 
- Prtoea shown in the left-hand column are th&UMrat published ecuiBfon 
• fares. Prices shown In Thfl ngrt-hand column are the lowest available flexible 
;faraa whlch-do not require a Satuntey rugntsoyend urtiteft. In many cssas, 

si tow changes or caneeHattoi without penalty, mail cases you are advised 
Ma check the tastricMonB. tf ary, when booking. ... 
=' Availabfflyis not guaranteed. 

Travel agents introduce booking fees 
HOLIDAYMAKERS will have to pay a fee for 
booking some trips after two large travel 
agencies abandoned their traditional policy of 
giving a free advice and booking service, Steve 
Keenan writes. 

Thomas Cook this week began charging 
high-street and direct-sel! customers £10 for 
sales of under £150. 

The move follows that of rival agency 
Carlson Worldchoice, which is charging £5 for 
bookings worth less than. £75. 

Other chains, including Lunn Poly, are 
studying the moves, claiming they are losing 
money on low-value sales. 

Agents earn, on average, 10 per cent 
commission on sales. 

Going Places already charges £5 for custom¬ 
ers booking Ryanair flights, and managing 
director Peter Shanks did not rule out more 
charges. 

“Only a year ago. a £29 airline fare would 
have been selling for £129. We can either decide 
not to work with that or ask the customer for a 
booking fee.” 

Thomas Cook is exempting only car hire 
bookings from its new charge. Said a spokes¬ 
man: “You either end up selling a product at a 
loss, or sell it in a different way." 

TKovmf (ook Offerf 

Up to 25% off 

P&Q Winter Cruises to the 

Caribbean and Beyond. 

Prices from just £1572* 

Book at Thomas Cook and enjoy up to 25% off brochure 

prices to Antigua, Barbados, Acapulco, the Panama Cana! and 

Cafiforma. Spend 3 weeks on board one of P&Ols two superfiners * - 

Oriana and Arcadia experiencing white sandy beaches and hot 

tropical nights for as Sttte as £1572.* 

So hurry down to your local Thomas Cook Shop or phone 

0990 777 666 quoting CR126. 

Cruises 
Thomas 

Cook 
The nice surprise is the prices 

M crufcas sutec* to MUdfe dtars are nol letrospec&n, and may be wfcoui notice end an non coittafaia sift any otter ofe. 
Tta nfler is mate ip ol acomttwUon et raQtsWMv Sam teem, pte a nemos Ceak 10K (taunt and a nfid on booktesmfe bemm 
11 to a Uw red rephs to H hohlays draw n the MO Oures Hfinttr 1994-99 brad***.-Fries* anted m pa penm, bUuOe d 
ieM s*«B* *1» b*t*l * Z gnd* abn on hettly K8- n»m» fetotrt * ntfed to ihe Durham at Thomas C«* 
Ffccommanded ksmnca « tooting, a to** imniwi SBB.S tar S3 ngfcs Wort**e ww. A bandog dago at 1% appls p Daynwv by 
cnxfi/cfiarge card.uptt ammnoi no per tnxSKiion. fOpen Wdn-fn9am &33pAX S4 9am-5pm. Sm 10wv4pn IbaamaaMv 
customs senfca. cals to Items Cook Dtefl are recorded. The Thcmas Cook Graw lid ABtt 20606 wing as agate to P4Q Crises ARIL 307. 

L......... 
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Seaside pleasures at their simplest '4 
NEWSih. 

Christopher 

Somerville 

and his family 
find there is 
more to the 

Essex resorts 
than candyfloss 

and cockles The Essex Sunshine 
Coast was not exactly 
living up to its self- 
awanJed title this 

grey summer's day. Elizabeth. 
12. and Mary. 7. had blue lips 
and goose pimples as we 
walked past Clacton's Gaiety 
Arcade TFun For All The 
Family") and Tubby Isaacs's 
Quality' Seafood stall (jellied 
eels, whelks and cockles), look¬ 
ing for a good time. 

A bit of a raucous knees-up 
is what Clacton-on-Sea is all 
about. Brassiest of the three 
sister towns of the northeast 
Essex coast — and nearest to 
London — it has developed, 
over the century of its day- 
tripper existence, into what 
Frinton would shudder to be 
and Walton-on-the-Naze has 
never quite become — a real, 
brash, charabanc resort 

There are no genteel preten¬ 
sions about noisy, flashy Clac¬ 
ton. in spite of the mock-Dutch 
gables fronting the Victorian 
boarding houses along Mar¬ 
ine Parade. Here the pier, the 
seaside revues, slot machine 
arcades and funfair rides still 
rule the toosl along with the 
Chippendales and Kenny Bali 
and his Jazzmen. If you cant 
enjoy greasy chips from a 
paper bag. a whirl on the Big 
Wheel and a good scream, this 
town is not for you. 

Down on Clacton pier we 
did our best to ignore the cold 
North Sea wind and spatters 
of drizzle. The pier attendants 
smoked and yawned fero¬ 
ciously. The girls and 1 took a 
spin on the Big Wheel, lurch¬ 
ing high above the water, 
queasy from honeycomb and 
peanut brittle. In the Hall of 
Laughter the distorting mir¬ 
rors ra ised a wan smile or two. 

Gypsy Rosalee (palmist. 

There are no pretensions about Clacton - it’s a real brash, charabanc resort. If you can’t enjoy greasy chips from a paper bag. a whirl on the Big Wheel and a good scream, then Clacton is not for you 

clairvoyant, tarot cards, crys¬ 
tal bail) was out to lunch. We 
pressed our palms to the 
display panel of the Lucky 
Lady mechanical fortune-tell¬ 
er. “Your lucky oolour very 
strong orange," the printout 
told Elizabeth. “May have 
some good news." The Sex 
Meter provided interesting as¬ 
sessments of my wife Jane 

rBashful") and me ("Poser"). 
Up on Marine Parade, the 

well-drilled floral gardens 
made a much-needed splash of 
colour. A red-sailed oyster 
smack dipped gracefully be¬ 
yond the pier, heading north. 
So were we, not unwillingly. 
“Not hasta La vista but basta la 
vista," said Jane, and that 
neatly summed it up for rainy 

old Clacton. The smooth 
yellow sands of Frinton-on- 
Sea lie only four miles from 
Gacton pier, but there is a 
great gulf between these rwo 
neighbouring resorts. Frinton 
is so downbeat that it doesn't 
even have a tourist informa¬ 
tion centre — let alone a pier, 
penny arcades, ice cream par¬ 
lours or the like. 

1-*- ■ ~W‘ . .. •ViVY.f; :~..y *"’■ ' 
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UP TO 33% OFF 
•••'.TV 

DAWN PRINCESS 

CARIBBEAN CRUISES 
The Dawn Princess Winter 1998/9 brochure is available 

ody at Lum Poly; where jw on save up to 33% on a hinny 

Caribbean cruise. Enjoy a choice of one or two week (raises 

taking in the beauty of up to ten (Efferent erotic ports of cafl 

in the Caribbean and experience the magnificence of Grand 

Qass aiming on 

more on many cruises well 

gire you a free cabin onerade 

'W:/ A./A. 

•• fi;'£u •' ^ ’ A; ' •’ -1J 

fffe 

when you book at Lain Poty. just take out oiff Hofidaycare 

Hobday Shop or rob die Cruise HotUne on 01203 2233W.* 

With great offers like these, no wonder burn My is No.1 

fer Chases. 

Princess Cruises 
' A Company 

Up to 33% wtaB Prims' doutto pMmAar and lim Poor's ammt dbcotrt. OSter aub)ad 10 ndtfi 
•md <*r a dtacoua Oflw appias u> no> boMnp arty. lira Wy wan« tm rirfu to MKfcaw Hi odsr 

to Nortiem Inland Typcal tournee casts E84.7B to T7 days ovk Unes n op* Ba*-7pm. Sol t 
and cmx ba onttwd wiy «toer 

■MU noCea. Sane olleni ara hm anbUa 
a*i lOaiMpm. MoOms ol paymot 
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A: long the High Street, 
elderly shoppers 
moved briskly: the 

.shops were about to 
dose for lunch. In Anne’s 
Restaurant we were ignored 
for ten minutes, then smilingly 
served by a waitress in a frilly 
apron. “So sorry,” she dim¬ 
pled. “our steak and kidney 
pie has turned into a pud¬ 
ding." And a good one, too. 

What Frinton offers is a 
safe, clean seafront — a stretch 
of wide greensward above low 
bushy cliffs, a discreet line of 
beach huts, and a wonderful 
sweep of pale yellow sand 

between wooden groynes. 
On the benches Frinton*s 

retired townsfolk gazed sea¬ 
wards in after-lunch contem¬ 
plation. their backs resting 
against dedication labels in 
memory of Frinton-I overs 
such as Len Cherry fDied on 
the greensward after a day's 
fishing") and Emma Faultless 
(“Our dear mother, died 8th 
January 1973 aged 100 years"). 

Walton-on-the-Naze. Frin- 
ton’s Siamese twin resort, has 
all the day-tripper flim-flam 
on which Frinton has turned 
its back — a funfair pier, a 
rash of fast-food joints and 
coachloads of holidaymakers 
out to spend their money fast 

But Walton is no Clacton. 
There’S the feel of a long- 
established resort here; a 
small-scale charm about the 
Georgian crescents and hotels 
on the cliffs, the narrow streets 
with their curiosity shops, the 
open-air market The pier 
dates back to 1830; use of 
the place as a spa goes back 

at least another 100 years. 
The morning we came to 

Walron it was bright and 
warm. We larked around on 
the pier and then went on the 
ghost train — skeletons, 
ghosts, tunnels, all negotiated 
at neck-wrenching velocity in 
a rattling old car. “Really 
scary!" was Mary'S verdict. 

She and her sister braved 
the Blizzard roller coaster 
while Jane and I watched 
cravenly from the sidelines. 
Then in die afternoon we went 
walking on the Naze, a head¬ 
land of crumbling 70ft day 
and sandstone cliffs that 
stretches north of the town. 
The beaches of the Naze are 
littered with fossils newly 
washed out of the cliffs — 
shells, bones and the hanko- 
Rnd shark’s teeth that children 
covet Ours fished out four of 
the little shiny blade T-shapes 
from the carpet of shells — 
buried treasure, unearthed by 
those still tuned to simple 
seaside pleasures. 

ESSEX FACT RLE 

■ Getting there: Great 
Eastern Railway from 
London Liverpool 
Street (0645 503000); cheap 
day returns (after 
930am) to Clacton-on-Sea. 
£17.40; Frin ton-on Sea. 
£17.10: Walton-on-the- 
Naze. £17.10. Bicydes 
carried free. 
■ Clacton-on-Sea: 
A120/AJ33 from AI2 at 
Colchester. Frinton-on- 
Sea: B1033 from A133 at 
Weeley. WaJton-orHhe- 
Naze BI034 front BI033 at 
Thorpe Cross. 
■ Map: Landranger 
169 Ipswich & The Nose 
(Ordnance Survey. 
£4.95). 
■ Tourist information: 
Clacton-on-Sea and 
Frinton-on-Sea (from 

-Swuc^--, • 
-T-- ■■--■V ■ 

A120-y 
essex : 

Colchester AU3 
"•h. • wBftOHy 

■»=■ > FrMoa * 

_-JW1 Clacton 
BrighfflngoM 

4 mites NORTH 
SEA 

mid-May): 23 Pier 
Avenue. Clacton-on-Sea, 
(01255423400). 
Monday-Tftursday, 9am- 
5pm; Friday-Sunday 
9am-430pm. Walton-on- 
the-Naze (from mid- 
May): Princes Esplanade 
(01255 675542). Monday- • 
Saturday I0am-5pm. 

Looking for a great day 
out in London? Clock this 
A scheme to offer formal tours of Par¬ 

liament to tourists was mooted this 
week, but few visitors know that it has 

long been possible to climb Big Ben. Mike 
Gerrard writes. 

“This is die most powerful and accurate 
public dock in the world." claims Brian Davis, 
the dock guide at the Houses of Parliament He 
should know, having made almost 6,000 trips 
to the top. This represents 39 ascents of Everest 
and merits an entry in The Guinness Book of 
Records, 

He greets us at the foot of the clock tower, 
where 334 steps separate us from the belfry. It is 
1130am and we aim lo be there when Big Ben 
strikes noon. An Italian woman has brought 
earplugs. "You wont need those,” Brian 
reassures her. “It's a bit loud but not 
uncomfortable." 

We haul ourselves up the first calf-aching 114 
steps and through a doorway into a little 
museum. “This is the clock tower prison room," 
Brian says. “The room was used years ago as a 
cell for the House of Commons. The last person 
imprisoned here was the suffragette, Emmeline 
Pankhurst, confined for 24 hours after chaining 
herself to the railings.” 

We tackle the steps in easy stages and reach 
the belfry five minutes before midday. As 
everyone delights in pointing out Big Ben is the 
name of the bell and not the clock. But how 
many people know that Big Ben was a 
Welshman? Sir Benjamin Hall was the bell- 
shaped Chief Commissioner of Works when the 
severvand-a-half-feet-high Big Ben was in¬ 
stalled in the 1850s. 

“All the black panelling you can see at the top 

of the tower is sted plate." Brian tells us as we 
puff our way up. “It helps support everything. 
The main bell weighs 13 tonnes and the four 
quarter bells weigh about eight tonnes between 
them.” 

Despite the lack of puff. Brian still has time 
for two important pieces of advice when we 
reach the belfry: “The noon strike is broadcast 
live on the BBC World Service, so no shouting 
out. ‘Hello mother’." A workman once fell over 
his too!bag when the bell sounded and listeners 
around the globe heard a very distinct four- 
letter word. His company nearly lost the 
contract 

When Big Ben boomed I did not put my 
fingers in my ears because I wanted to 
experience the full might of the noise. Imagine a 
clap of thunder breaking directly over your 
head, and then repeated 11 times. 1 could fed it 
in my teeth. 

Above the clock face is the mechanism, 
controlled not by technology but by a pile of old 
coins. “If you move one penny," Brian explains, 
“it can alter the timing of the clock by 0.4 
seconds over 24 hours. Amazing to think it was 
designed by a man who only designed docks as 
a hobby." 

And with that Brian leads us down again, 
with the air of a man who leads tours because 
he likes it and not because it is his job. He locks 
the door to the stairway, shows us the exit, and 
walks away singing Oh. Happy Day to himself. 

• To arrange a visit to Big Ben, write to your 
Member of Parliament at the House of 
Commons, London, SWIA 2PW. Tours are free, 
but numbers are limited. 

Prices to put you 

in the holiday mood. 

:nd oil passengers • F; 

Sever bookings must be made 1 day in advance end by 22nd May 1988 for travel up to 3rd January 7990. 
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JOHN ROGERS 

are not as 
simple as ABC Booking a holiday 

sometimes seems like 
swimming through 
an alphabet soup of 

puzzling initials. 
Your travel agent will prob¬ 

ably be a member of ABTA 
your tour operator will proba¬ 
bly hold an ATOL And you 
will definitely become a PNR 
(passenger name record). 

While the telecommunica¬ 
tions industry has Oftel and 
water has OfwaL travel has no 
Ofhol. Instead it is self-govern¬ 
ing. and various industry 
groups set standards, lobby on 
behalf of their members, and 
provide a contact point for 
customers with complaints. 

As we prepare for our 
summer holidays, it is worth 
understanding the difference 
between ABTA. ATOL and 
ABTOT — and how these 
associations can help us. 

Do you know your ATOL from your 

ABTA? And will they help if a holiday 

goes wrong? Andrew Eames reports 

FINANCIAL SECURITY 

THE underwriting of the holi¬ 
day business is not easy to 
understand — although the 
need is clear. For example, last 
year alone some 136500 holi¬ 
daymakers were either com¬ 
pensated or repatriated under 
the ATOL scheme (see right). 

When you buy a holiday, 
you often deposit substantial 
sums of money with people 
you never meet. To safeguard 
your cash, the holiday opera¬ 
tor is obliged by the ECs 1992 
Package Travel Directive to 
have one of three things: a 
bond with an approved bond¬ 
holder: approved insurance, 
or a trust account. 

The eight bond schemes 
approved by the Department 
of Trade & Industry are 
known by the initials ABTA. 
ATOL ABTOT. FTO. AITOT. 
BCH. PSA and YCA. Essen¬ 
tially. the Civil Aviation Au¬ 
thority, which issues ATOLs. 
takes responsibility for sorting 
out the mess left by the 
collapse of a package holiday 
operator, and the respective 
trade associations pick up the 
rest of the pieces. 

ATOL 

THE Air Travel Organiser's 
Licence, issued by the Civil 

Aviation Authority, is the most 
significant of the industry 
bond schemes. 

In the previous financial 
year, this scheme enabled 
11.500 people to complete their 
holidays when their tour oper¬ 
ators became insolvent, and 
another 125.000 received 
refunds. 

An ATUL is required by law 
for any company selling 
flights, on their own or as part 
of a package holiday. An 
ATOL is not needed by an 
airline selling its own flights, 
or by an agent who hands a 
ticket over when payment is 
made. 

If booking over the phone, 
the agent must dispatch a 
ticket “as soon as is practica¬ 
ble” or at the latest, by the next 
working day. Customers 
should record the ATOL num¬ 
ber on booking. 

If the agent goes bust during 
this process, the company 
holding the ATOL has a legal 
responsibility to carry the 

The headline says it all for stranded passengers at an airport. But who rescues and reimburses the holidaymaker or traveller in times of crisis? 

YCA customer. If the ATOL-holdcr 
goes bust, the CAA will use its 
bond to repay the customer. 

If the agent cant quote an 
ATOL number, or doesn’t 
guarantee to send tickets by 
the following day. the CAA 
advises customers not to book. 
Call 0171-832 5620 to check a 
company's ATOL status. 

ABTA TTA 

Ai 
Holidays cut short by an OGB 

n acronym common in the travel 
industry is OGB — Operator 

.Gone Bust Steve Keenan writes. 
It usually happens on a Friday, when 

the weekend flight bills are due. and at 
the end of summer, when cashflow dries 
up but creditors still have to be paid. 

That was the case on Sunday. October 
5 last year, when Suntours ran out of 
money. The company specialised in 
holidays to Turkey, with a few to Tunisia 
and the Greek islands. It was the largest 
failure for 16 months. The company had 
6.939 customers abroad who completed 
their holidays, but a further 20.187 who 
had booked found their plans in ruins. 

The first thing the CAA does in a 
failure is to stop anybody else flying out 
Being a Sunday, it was impossible to 

contact travel agents so the CAA rang 
airports and airlines to warn them. It also 
had to organise flights for 1,085 passen¬ 
gers due to return to Britain on the 
Monday. Two charter airlines were used 
and the stranded holidaymakers all 
arrived home within 12 hours of their 
scheduled return. One plane-load of 123 
even reached Gatwick 15 minutes earlier 
than planned. 

Hotels often contract themselves to one 
tour operator for the entire summer. 
Having expected a large cheque, some of 
Suntours's hotels reacted badly and 
demanded that holidaymakers pay for 
their rooms or risk being thrown on to the 
street 

Staff at the Hold Sato in the Turkish 
resort of Side refused to hand- over 

baggage until British families paid £11 
for every night they stayed. With proof of 
payment they were later able to reclaim 
the money from the CAA. Having solved 
the immediate problem, the other 5,854 
passengers who were still to complete 
their breaks also had to be informed of 
the failure. Other flights were organised 
over die following 11 days to bring them 
home. Then thoe were the 20.187 still 
expecting to travel each of whom had to 
be refunded. 

Passengers and suppliers have a year 
in which to daim. By last month, about 
13,700 had claimed their money back. It 
wifl be October before the full extent of 
die Suntours failure is known but the 
CAA held a £4.6 million bond on behalf 
of the company, which looks adequate. 

THE Association of British 
Travel Agents. The most pub- 
tic face of the travel trade was 
formed in 1950. and is particu¬ 
larly concerned with keeping 
the industry's house in order. 

Currently. 80 per cent of 
ABTA tour operator members 
have some kind of bond with 
the organisation, which now 
has £8 million in reserves for 
baiting out failures. 

ABTA also investigates holi¬ 
day complaints. It received 
17,000 last year, of which 10 
per cent could not be resolved 
with the holiday company 
involved and had to be re¬ 
ferred to the Institute of Arbi¬ 
trators (loA). 

The loA operates a written 
procedure on behalf of ABTA 
offering a legally binding al¬ 
ternative to die Small Claims 
Court In 80 per cent of cases, 
it finds in favour of the 
customer. 

To check if a company has 
ABTA membership telephone: 
0891 202520 (50p per minute). 
For complaints about mem¬ 
bers. call 0171-637 2444. 

THE Travel Trust Association 
was formed as an alternative 
to ABTA in 1993. and offers 
non-ABTA travel agents a 
system of trust accounts as a 
more economic means of com¬ 
plying with the legislation on 
protection of client money. 
Telephone: 0181-876 4458. 

strong membership drawn 
from smaller specialist opera¬ 
tors, including Explore. 
Inn travel. Simply Travel. VFB 
Holidays and Cox & Kings. 
Telephone: 01SI-744 9280. The 
AiTO Trust. AITOT. offers 
financial protection — call 
0171-9307714. 

PSA 

ABTOT 

THE Association of Bonded 
Travel Organisers' Trust also 
enables travel companies to 
comply with the DTl's regula¬ 
tions concerning the safety of 
customers' money. Its 60- 
strong membership is com¬ 
posed largely of family-owned 
travel organisers. Most are 
small and generally offering 
surface travel by car (non 
ATOLcovered travel). Mem¬ 
bers include French Affair and 
Fterris Holidays. Telephone: 
0171-930 2388. 

THE Passenger Shipping As¬ 
sociation bonds operators of 
ferries and cruises. The bond 
is high — a minimum of 25 per 
cent of annual turnover — but 
there have been no failures 
since the scheme started in 
1992. 

Telephone: 0171-436 2449. 

THE Yacht Charter Associ¬ 
ation represents British-based 
yacht charter owners, and is a 
bond-holder for most mem¬ 
bers' holidays, offering a me¬ 
diation service in disputes. 
Telephone: 01703 338400. 
Some operators of yacht holi¬ 
days abroad may not be 
bonded, so check with the 
A BSC (Association of Bonded 
Sailing Companies). Call 
Sunsail (01705 222300) for 
details. 

FTO 

BCH 

AITO/AITOT 

THE Association of Indepen- 
dentTbur Operators has a 150- 

THE Bonded Coach Holiday 
logo indicates that the com¬ 
pany is an operator of coaches 
and coach holidays, and a 
member of the parent trade 
association, the Confederation 
of Passenger Transport (CPT). 
The BCH has only had one 
failure since it was formed in 
1982. Telephone; 0171-240 3131. 

THE Federation of Tour Oper¬ 
ators was launched in its 
present form in 1994 for the 
big guns in the business. The 
combined sales of its 18 mem¬ 
bers (including Ainours. 
Thomson, and First Choice) 
account for 90 per cent of the 
overseas package market 

The FTO* main interest is 
in negotiating with overseas 
agencies to improve the whole 
holiday experience. The FIX) 
also operates a bond system. 
Telephone: 01273 477722. 

AN EXCLUSIVE READER OFFER THE ylSii-TIMES 

Free Berlitz phrase books worth £3.50 
celebrate the I20fh ' ■ 

- V-V- 

• annirersanf 

anniversary of Berlitz, The 
ay Times is offering readers the 

chance to get a FREE Berlitz 
phrase book. Readers can 

choose either French, German, Spanish, Italian 
or Portuguese. The phrase books contain: 
• basic expressions such as what to say on 
arrival at your hotel or how to order a meal 
• sightseeing and shopping guides 
• a reference section, grammar and dictionary 
• how to call a doctor and deal with the post 

office and telephone 
The normal price of these guides is £3.50 but 

you can get one for just the cost of postage, 70p. 
Simply collect four of the seven differently 

numbered tokens published in The Times this 
week and attach them to the order form, right 

PHRASE BOOK 
^DICTIONARY 

PLUS SAVE 50% ON A 
SPECIAL GROUP COURSE 
If you have you ever had to buy a toothbrush in a Paris 

shop, tried to telephone someone in Barcelona, or found 
yourself on a bus in Florence going in the wrong direction, 

the Berlitz Special Group Course is ideal for you. Learn . 

how to cope with all these situations in either French, 

Spanish. Italian or German. 
Courses begin on Monday April 20,1998 and consist of 

one lesson per week for four weeks between 12noon- 
2.15pm or 6pm-8.15pm or Saturday 10.30am-12.45pm. The 

cost is ES2.9S per person. Take a friend for half price, just 

£41.50. All courses are subject to availability. 
To book, call: Berlitz: Grosvenor St. W10171-915 0909: 

Manchester 0161-228 3607; Birmingham 0121-643 4334: 

Edinburgh 0131-226 7198. 

PHRASE BOOK 
& DICTIONARY 

.•yvpp ud;Sib stoi ng-phr^s t 

Spanish 
PHRASE BOOK 

& DICTIONARY 

PHRASE BOOK 
& DICTIONARY 

PHRASE BOOKS] 

TOKEN 1 

i v'-t •- 

Portuguese 
PHRASE BOOK 

& DICTIONARY 

THE 77A?£S/BERLITZ PHRASE BOOK ORDER FORM 

Pteasesendmea □German □ French □Spanish 
□ Portuguese" □ ttafian phrase book (tick one box) 
I enclose four tokens and 70p to cover p&p in the UK only. 

Mr/MrVMe/Mtes. 
BLOCK CWITALS 

Address- 

. Postcode 

I enclose a cheque/PO(s] made payable to: The Tinea FT748 
Please write name and address on back of all cheques 
Send coupon and remittance to: The Tfines/Berlits 
Phrase Book Offer FT748 PO Box 345, Falmouth, TR11 
2YX. Delivery within 28 days from receipt of order.! Offer Is 
subject to availability. 

1. On wtudi days 09 yon uaoly buy Tha Tlme& 

I ] hfcmdBy □TooBday dl WMnauay CZUhasth? . 

I_I FMaj I iStfufdqr L__l Donl usualy buy The Hums 
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4. WWeh Natan! Stnday NaHwstfcl do you buy quMa often (1-2 coom ptr 
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32 TRAVEL 
TO ADVERTISE CALL- 

017] 4S\ 19S9 (TRADE 
0171 4814000 (PRIVATE) 

FAX: 0171 7827824 

FRANCE 

\01242 240 3101 

Sooth Africa 'Botswana 

•Namibia ’Zimbabwe I SOUTH AFRICA 
FARES FROM 

• New *fMiKuw * 
nun for*! age*, 
fjtrfi—— lafari*. 

• miVCaach won. SelHWve 

• loan iSU|n *rf PWlmHa' 

R F T U H f; 

01420-88380 or 0171-287 5559 ■ £} 01420-88140 or 0171-287 5535 

AB fan* srfijecx to awOiMfe Rtflricifom m»V«PP** a* *w rfetafls. 

HI7i73in!3 
II 111 OFFlCIALUr APPOINTED Ttrjjlu adantte^yACfc/f I 

.well beTvitfi jot 

all the way 

Tit-irri ivaitoris and-evdim 

.01606 

U/e/ter* 

Au/tralia. 
At a price 

tkatY 
DOwov\ UviolcK 

the noire*. 

Perth is our sunniest £ VJ Jt 

city Down Under. * ma» t 

Perth is our sunniest £ 

city Down Under. * ma» t 

But getting there for under £530 isn’t 

the only aspect of this package you’ll 

warm to. Our special three for two 

offer will also save you money on 

hotel accommodation. Other offers 

available on selected days out. Phone 

Travel bag now for more information. 

373-375 The Strand. London. WC2R 0JF. 
Telephone: 0171 497 0515. 

52-54 Regent Street, London WIR 6DX. 

Telephone: 0171 287 5556. 

"V 

and frMiAr 
hr I s 

★ USA and 
CANADA # 
jHWando te* £219 # Toronto 

L0990 329 326 
-v M 

Direct Travel Insurance 
for TOP QUALITY COVER AND VALUE 

«“?gg£95Kii®r MIES fan 

BL £6JH> 
WSA E14-25 

Q|^Q2 312345 Fo' initonl (Over or quotation 
9cn> - 8pm Seven days a week 

CITY BREAKS 1 

CORSICA 

BUNGALOW + Ape. Pool. 

FRANCE 

rWn 

2EEE3ISE 

OVERSEAS TRAVEL 

loin the party at our Summer '98 'Adults Only' resorts; 
CORFU. SICILY, MAJORCA, TURKS & CAICOS. ITALY, MEXICO. 

Price includes flights and transfers, insurance, 
meals with wine, most sports & tuition, entertainment. 

tesenMLions 0700 CLUEMED or 01 71 5EI 1101 

Srcchur* 01CS5 3S2202 (quote OtSA'Sir'Cl 

OVERSEAS TRAVEL AUSTRIA 

BE ALONE. Club Med 
CYPRUS 

Flights, Hotels, 
Tailor-made Packages 

& much more! 

OVERSEAS TRAVEL 

lYrrY 

^ YOU GET 
'V 

WHATEVER 

SINGLES... Hotyb 

BALEARICS FAR EAST 

CITY BREAKS 

«r renMHBBHm 
dn&fli BvocSmn n 
3612 ATCS. 2429 

AIRPORT PARKING AFRICA 

i dfrrer.rr* 

mm Dtacovoy - 

AFRICA 

EASTERN EUROPE | OVERSEAS TRAVEL 

TAILORMADE 

SAFARIS 
Ki-iv* 

TAMAN:A i __ 

Luxurious remote lodges, 
waiong. CBtoflins, mttng and 

vehicta safaris with the my best 
guides. Superb wfldSte. 

Adventure witti comfort. CaB us 
to create your Mol safari. 

lHtflGH) 62*971 Fac 63B87S 
B AfeMOkP Is. WM Bi Ml SEX 

EXCLUSIVE 

CITY BREAKS 

o'-yih 

FRANCE 
I \ i Has uili; Pools 

CANARIES A MADEIRA 

«Z7Z«7*7X7 'PHfSB nriMm * 
... 0W1 (7771IT A 

GERMANY 

^w1*' 

GREECE 

CITY BREAKS 

FRANCE ITALY 
r; r.'-- ssa -• c-s>,■ 

'i 12S5 - 
I I !iiv C.vl I 
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31 HIGHEST QUALITY LOWEST PRICES 

EGYPT 
'Award winning Annual Cover' 

° S-kHOTEL O 

o^£279o 

O O'kCRUISE o 

C 0 L 0 s s u s QB5I] 

01"£299° 
SAVE £££’s ON 

TRAVEL INSURANCE 

VILLAS 
\N ith Pools 

01992 557749 
■ uOir- iiircjJ.iji ' -n kc 

01992 557S49 
‘5omething§peciar 

AWARD WINNING COVER AT 
LOW. LOW PRICES 

FAMILY COVER FROM 

ONLY™ 

CALL TRAVELPLAN DIRECT FIRST ON 

0800 0188 747 

this month 
ran 3* ?★ Ei6i 
MUHD 2* 3* £189 

UBlBIUJifeftrEno 
M«M 2I*2*£1M 
BABCHOM 2*3*£2M 
BTAHBUl 2Mb 3ft £285 
KV TDH 2* 3* £416 

lb? Mdfenridfc )«*■•> 
pits kUtflfc airport taon 

^^ISNEYUAND® 

&ASOS 

Hotel FUantour 

MarneLaVall.ee 

20 MINS FROM THEME RKRK 

Travel by Seafrancc. Dover-Calais, 
2 NIGHTS, 2 ADULTS ft 2 CHILDREN, 

B&B £S7per person SFrench Travel Service 
0171 6303300 

XXOL1802 ABTA V3173 

01922 725705 

FRANCE 
SPECIALIST 

TopaaBomxoomeOamia 
Omen d’SuMOmu ad 

batch for star; Iraki or 
baaeritayi 

AD (ncteire boSdcyi ot cmmffa 
accommodana] in Logfs de Pnaoe 

hmOqiBiafa 
CALX5TCRT8AYEL 

•UtJ 69D MM TXA Bondod 

BALEARICS 

Bc.vt c ft <?!(;• c. bricc. 

17 { ‘ I 
|7>c.st service. 

PARIS-Eurostar and first two nights from 
£135pp. Extra nights from £23pp. 

AMSTERDAM - Eurostar and first two nights 
from £143pp. Extra nights from £22pp. 

BRUGES—Eurostar and first two nights 
from £131pp. Extra nights from £21 pp 

BRUSSELS-Eurostar and first two nights 
from £141pp. Extra nights from £26pp 

t 

0990 ’'32 728 

as 

CARIBBEAN 

_ -iC'-1 ifiAE^'Tvj.>- 

ft ^p^'^aefksit 

TEL: 0181 641 6060 

S I P LY 

24 HOUR BROCHURE HOTLINE 0V90 43? 227 

EJSZE 

wmm 

Super Sites 
Mobile Homes 

Top Coastal Sites 
-W. Coast« Ned 

-Low Prices 

PHONE FBEEFOfl 
BROCHURE ON 

.0500 404140 
Quota SS90-T 

ATIO ABTA VMJI A Tot 

omaii 

mrajfroutiKmaiastnm. 
jWw« wMi fwwh, fawh 

0181 995 9323. 
"Wnaw ATOL 1922 Airo 

LONDON 

FRANCE 

W 

I PLATINUM ^ TRAVEL 
i _ 

I Adventure tranel and flights at Affordable prices I 
SPECIAL INTEREST — CURRENT BEST BUYS — SPECIAL OFFERS 

tw «N cvw BIN South Africa 
nw-nao H««L_.~f2fi.„£440 £326 rtn 

n! MMCWNC.«ra-^M» J0HURG. 
2S?".““°«“£w WMU....... QH_.£407 CAPETOWN_I245..2J55 
PERBL-/M-H™ BAU. MEXICO COT f2W^.fJ85 
UJCKUN0_nSl^.iUii 4MATWI nmt, r»tn n.< |w» KLM) 

For independent walking'and cychng holidays ] 
with a difference call " . 

2S?-.““°«“£w WMU...... QU.M7 CAPETOWN_I245..2J55 H®”9 
PERBL-fJtO-.£47D BAU.-„.-.£7»_i4l> MEXICOCHT.__£780..fJ8S 
AUMA»|0.,.,.n«-,£A0I SMC0TL-flfO.. £410 HO DE UfCffiO £H». OBJ 
N£..-27JI-.OIS CAAO.QUT0_teZZZZftZ1 
MADRAS-f2M--«IO BBIWC-£M0-J^01 FORONIQ..- *** M '•***•»• 

wmjww-duul—wwtohl..._£u?...ob» Australia 
?£???.,wro.-£2ro..f«0 L0SANCH£S...£I99.>£7TT £460 rln 
BANCXCNt-f34CL.£}&5 (UOOBL-f2J9_rt99 CASABLANCA._OM WA Mdayda.Akfacd 

- around the world - 
LONDON • HONC KONC - CAIRNS - BSUMNE mtlMi u ME1BOURNE • AUCKLAND - USA - LONDON 099 

W‘Wh"J^(£' 10 gp tom or wtti a flopc^r, x PUlmum hj^t 
we own moig flighu wj mon- deginatma. at all ibg righi prtta to iini vo»7i«iubMn8ni>. 

Ill 
o\uhml 0171 957 5122 irwsm 1 Wilt \ i 0171 957 2654 

52 EARLS COURT ROAD, KENSINGTON, LONDON W8 6B - 
OPEN: MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM-6PM, SATURDAY 10AM-2PM un 

fiflA/hilfo 

w Smmb 

25 Years 
Experience 

w Japdt 
sdecrtoBofQuAirry 

^ VILLAS & 
FARMHOUSES 

ALL OVER 3 

7T 01489 878567-:' , 
Fax 01489 877872 

Caribbean 
Escapes 

Deluxe resorts in 
these unspoilt 

islands offering 

free nights, room 
upgrades, child 

savings and special 
yacht packages 

7NTSFB0M £659 

““^£224 FROM 

MAY-OCTOBER 

For a brochure and 

foil details of these 
offers, call our 

persona/ travel 
advisors 

.4.‘vc^ar,-7 

LONDON ■ A choice of 5 star luxury to i 
value in the very heartof the capital - fri 

POSTHOUS£ - Underlfis *Stay A Eat Fi 

When sharing with 1 or 2 adults 

‘ 1VadWon«l surrounding 
Wended with impeccable standards of » 

_ For a free Leisure Breaks brodiu 

CALL 0345 700 3 
Qv°w felwow. ai,h?i 

4MB0UB* | TttMtu*. | posttwuse 



TO ADVERTISE CALL- 
0171 4811989 (TRADE) 
0171 481 4000 (PRIVATE) 
FAX; 0171 782 7824 

WEEKEND SATURDAY APRIL 181998 

TRAVEL 
RK 
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worldwide 
Discover the unique experience of a 

small group adventure in 

Spain Greece Turkey 
Bulgaria Russia Iceland 

Egypt Morocco Tanzania 
Thailand Vietnam Borneo 

,*• plus another 70-odd countries ■ 
8 to 30 days. Prices from 

fall 01252 344101 SLjF 
(24 hrs) lor brochure J? 
Explore Worldwide (SAT! Aldershot J 
quit 1LQ www.exptore_co.uk 
Fully bonded AITO/ATOL 2595_ 

For your FREE colnur* holiday hfrOtfiurc 

Tel: 01341 423558 24hrs 
r mail viurijmi-ywynodiJ.rjnv u!< 

htipv'.-'www ((>*-) ncdd.ij-jV ufc 
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SATURDAY 
RENDEZVOUS 

Sara &den 

/* JS- .1 shmum^ SHCtevs rale... 

OwHf/tw Urn” term relationships" 
' \ ] MCJL ON SUNDSI 

' \ Vov wor.'l belie-vo the type of people wc cltrcct - 
‘•’p: v/ny not ts.-ne a'ane arts se* for ysurscl:, there's 

"o cfc:iceticn ard we could change yoc? fife forever' 

Windsor. 01753 830350 mmion: 017! 499 9626 
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RENDEZVOUS 
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SATURDAY 
RENDEZVOUS 

VIRGINIA 

CHARLES 

The exclusive Introduction agency for 
people of quality and integrity 

The Old Bravery, Burford, 
Oxfordshire OX18 4SG 

Telephone 

01993 824500 

LONDON AND NATIONWIDE 

★ DOCTORS - ARCHITECTS • BANKERS ♦ ACCOUNTANTS * 

| drawing down the moon i 
★ THE ORIGINAL PERSONAL INTRODUCTION AGENCY | 

Probably the best 5 
agency in the world ? 

0171-937 6263 
n><sc/ Office. 9 

Ac^m S. Eve Mews, Kensington 9 
City Office: Canr.on Street > 

24 hours. Member ASIA. Est.1934 5 
•s 

★ MEDIA H COtVPANV DIRECTORS ♦ LAWYERS • PR * 

BEBSEESaiESaBCBSg" " 

EXECUTIVE..** 
at 

S5ESE 

SATURDAY 
RENDEZVOUS 

^01273 81 81 OO i 

SPECTACULAR 
SPRING PASTY 
Per Single Man And Woman 

Sotuniay 25tfi April 
HcU d a lap Imdoo Mgb Spot 

tfyno an wghp 20-45, 
aiorfn and mccmM - you 

Aaddbsdiani 

MADE IN HEAVEN... 
- whfi a nttfa help from 

Pstsonal tatraductlom and rataaef socM J 
oceamatm for attaetko protatratonal paopta. flj 

Please caH Cheryl Brown 
0171 351 5535 

“Would I recommend 
Ik* Katharine Allen 
Bmrtaa to dun* sky, 
retiring mala oat there? 
Yoebetcha” 
Ncfl CaBbts (Spectator) 
KATHARINE ALLEN 
Marriage Bureau 

, BHantBLel »wat 
TefcOlTi *35 3115 

ASSIGNA TIONS 
Lesley Hudson-Jessap 
letMaM Wnr| 

pirdi tointnl riritl r hat ai 
hflnf Bldt iaMlrfnrtCieU 

LONDON AND 
M4 CORRIDOR 

01225 482905 

ALL BOH NUMBER 
REPLIES 

SBOCLDBE 
ADDRESSED TO: 

BOX NUMBER- 

QO TOE TIMES 
!3\nPAPH5L1D 

P.a BOX 3553 
VDtdNNIA 

STREET 
LONDON 

HI 9BL 

SATURDAY 
RENDEZVOUS 

If you are single 
Don't take a chance 

Make a choice 

0117" 9^3 5877 

S. total Hattod OdM naatoa B*Jt BUM DataTUtato njtmwh Than 

-- 
SATURDAY 
RENDEZVOUS if you need a 

sophisticated male- 

companion for any 

function, occasion or 

family event, call 

01714375580. 
Choose your part 

time partner from 

A Man On Your Ann 
and you will go to 
the 

d©vetail 
• adventure, tun 

and romance 
■ genuinely personal 

introductions 
• quality professional 

business members 
offices in 
London. Surrey. Sussex 

Avon/Somsrset 

0171 483 3377 

A TRUE STORY fiPlft 
My name is Richard Alun Jenkins. Back in 1985 I could not find an fjBPT 
introduction service that I would Join. They were small and rather ‘down market’. So je£|Hm 
I set about creating the finest introduction service there has ever been. I built in all |ffigjy|r 

the features f was looking for os a customer. Straight answers to my questions. §I$3!e 
membership restricted to people you could be proud of. a minimum service 
guarantee, a wide choice of top quality people, and a refund guarantee so there was a 
way out if the service failed to meet my expectations. 

The Executive Club was bom. Since 1985 it has moved the boundaries of ' A ’Sz'fll 
introduction services from the ‘sad and lonely' to a superb way successful people 
meet each other. Top people always were introduced to each other. Changes in social structure and higher 
lifestyle expectations mean that you need a wider choice of people from which to choose your soulmate. The 

Executive Club of Si James s is the test way I know of meeting quality people and has no equal. Providing you 
can reach our screening standards we can offer you a superb choice of unattached people. We can sit you down io 
dinner with attractive, intelligent, successful people. We can't of course make them like you. for that you will 
need social skills and personality. We are not for casual relationships. A prerequisite for membership is that you 
must be looking for someone special. 

Our members range from well spoken secretaries to international business people. We have 16 levels of 
memberships from £40 to £7,500 lone day's pay for some of our members t. 

If you would like to know more about the finest introduction service money can buy, please call and talk to 
myself or one of my 25 dedicated staff. 

07000 499 8833 930am to 930pm 

Personal Introductions and high quality social events. Ip1 

CtuS 

• Personal introductions pirfamnolsmiheUK. • Social events $ 

OHINTNER IRA. RTF IES OntMhdaroariBBi4»«MlnvitoiinMtKfiadpRitarionalstaav 

“S**-*" ®w **■3 «*»th» or E128 lor 2 yean. For Uiom seeking to find someone apmM our ImracfcicUan nrvfco 
rangw ttan 040 tor « bale nta^aiBiiip «a n much a M^OO R you m aaneaHt vwy ^wetaL VIb Mta you to t»B in so v» my MB 
you more about snr awvfcM and what mates ua ao dltaranL 

P*^CT*yrT?ynw,^FVB*^*^a73Ubratitor4»gw«toBonlotow«rtiy»p««uci»iwmBatrwihcoRaeandMtoiite>rwgia.lhBn 
dancmg unti nmgM at a top Lmfcai hotel Ambience - int daat; nWna - tuparb; eorapany - oubtandna but attar afl m are 9w Encutos CM) 

Mghtni, Bristol, London - Rtf Mofl, Edgwam and throughout the UK. 

FREEPHONE 0800 122 122 

Country Partners. 
A truly interesting fife changing experience 

when you join this highly confidential, 
professional 

Introduction Bureau. 
Sensible membership tee 

Age range 27 to 80 

('all Heather He her I\-rcv 

01.432 342204 

31« Si Jairwc'B Square. London SW1V 

EXECIT1 V.E CLUB 
for quality 

' JEWISH 
• teronjJ Lnn*fcjctk>o5 O Dmncr Psiks 

l4^^0r81 2034661^Pi|§ 

l—i i ■ 

dateline 
uThe U.K.’slargest 

agency—* 
Tint fiMGKPlKT . . 

For fice details in ibsohna 
confideacc; Depi N. Dttetee. 

25 Abingdon Rd,London WH 6AL 

01869 324 1OU 

Chib 
Encbuntersi 

•Professional 

•Discreet 

• Secure " 

•Effective -r 

0S00141141 
Open 7 days 

by Voice Mail by Post 
^When respondiog to an advertiser . AD po&al replies should be addressed to Box No~ 

caff 0897 M5563 fciiffls costpernamaeatati do The Times, P.O. 3553, VixHiiria Street. 
tones) and tiMn foflow the sample voice instructions. - London El 9GA. 
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CHESS 

by Raymond Keene 
THIS week 1 look at some of die 
questions I have received recently 
from Times readers. The first con¬ 
cerns the game Hermeck v Hack- 
barth, Austria 1997, published as a 
Winning Move on March 9. Al¬ 
though White (to play) is a rook 
ahead, the pin of his queen against 
his king seems certain to regain 
Black some of his lost material. 

abcdefgh 

The solution as given was: 1 Re8! 
Rxe8 2 Rxh7+ Rxh7 3 Nffr* forcing a 
decisive material advantage, as if 3 
... Kh8 4 Qh6 checkmate. 

Christopher Pierce of Ipswich 
suggests White could cry 1 QxgS+ 
Kxg8 2 Re8+ Kf7 3 RxcS with the 
advantage of two rooks and a 
knight against a queen. This would 
be a decisive material plus but 
Black can counter with 3 ... Qg3+. 
picking up the white rook on h4. 

THE next question concerns the 
Winning Move of March 6. White 
io play. This position is from the 
game Fontaine v Clemens. Gro¬ 
ningen 1997. Although White won 
this game quickly, he missed the 
chance for a beautiful combination 
which would have checkmated 
Black in six moves. 

b c d e f g h 

Solution; I Qxg7+! Kxg7 2 Rxg6+! 
frg6 3 NS* Kf74 Rh7+ Kg8 S Rhfi* 
Kf7 6 Nh6 checkmate. 

Geoff White from Leicestershire 
has tried for a quicker solution with 
1 Nb5 Q anywhere 2 Qh8+ Bxh8 3 
Rxh&+ Kg7 4 Rxgfi mate. 

If Black were sufficiently oblig¬ 
ing to move the queen, then this 
would work. However, Black could 
play 1... Rxe4 2 Nxc7 Rel* 3 Kg2 
R8e2+ 4 Rf2 Nxb2 when Black has 
two minor pieces against White's 
queen. Of course. White should win 
from this position, but it is better to 
force an immediate checkmate. 

THE third hem concerns chess 
etiquette and rules. Jeremy Bower 
of Dorset has suffered minor in¬ 
fringements in “friendly" games, 
not subject to normal tournament 
regulations. On several occasions 
opponents feeing Mr Bower, while 
in check, have touched a piece 
which, if moved, would be unable 
to parry the check in any way. 
Normally, and this is a good 
discipline, if you touch a piece in 
chess you have to move it (the 
touch move rule). Mr Bower would 
like to know what penalty can be 
exacted if a piece is touched. 

In fact, any move by that piece 
would turn out to be illegal- In a 
tournament game one could call 
the arbiter to adjudicate in the case 
of a persistent offender. The arbiter 
has the right to impose penalties 
from giving extra time on the 
tournament dock to the offended 
party, to compensate for the dis¬ 
turbance caused, to awarding a 
default if the particular offence is 
perniciously repeated. 

In a friendly game, though, there 
is no real sanction, apart from 
declining to play against people 
who repeatedly fail to nodes they 
are in check. The only other remedy 
1 can suggest is that when giving 
check one should dearly say 
“check” and perhaps indicate the 
checking piece. Although one does 
not announce check in tournament 
games, in friendly games it is quite 
permissible; in earlier times it was 
common to say “Garriez” when at¬ 
tacking the opponent's queen. This 
was a sign of politeness indicating 
that one did not-wish to win the 
game simply because the opponent 
had overlooked a threat to his or 
her strongest piece. 

WINNING MOVES 

by 'Raymond Keene 

WHITE to play. This position is 
from the game Gereben - 
Trojanescu. Budapest 1952. 

KM 

How did White power his way 
into the black kingside to force a 
quick checkmate? 

The first correct answer drawn 
on Thursday will win a year’s 
subscription to the Staunton Soti- 
ety. Answers on a postcard please 
addressed to Winning Move com¬ 
petition, The Times, 1 Pennington 
Street, London El 9XN. 

The answer will be published 
next Saturday. 

Solution to last week's competition: 
I RgS+ (1 ... Kxg5 is a draw by 
stalemate and otherwise White 
captures the g-pawn and draws 
comfonably). . „ , 
The winner is: Tom Nicnolis ot 
Blackpool 

LISTENER CROSSWORD No 3458 
in association with Waterstone's 

NAME... 

ADDRESS. 

Cut out and send the completed crossword and coupon above to The 
Listener Crossword No 3458.63 Green Lane. St Albans. Hertfordshire 
AL3 6HE, by Thursday, April 30. 

WATERSTONE’S W 

The winner will receive 
a Waterstone’s book 
token worth £75. Five 
runners-up will each 
receive a book token 

worth £10 
Waierstone* first opened a bookshop in 1982. and now has a branch in almost every 
major town and city in the UK and Ireland. Each of its 100-odd branches has at least 

50.000 tides in stock and can order any book currently in prim in the UK. OvHrf-Prinf 
Booksearcb. 01892 522700. Mailing Service and Signed First Editions. 01225 4485%. For 

your nearest branch of WamUBiCs. call 01225448995. 

ALL B_UT six answers must have a letter removed, wherever it occurs, to form the grid entry; these letters 
comprise part of a quotation which explains the state of affairs. The remaining answers undergo a different 
transformation to suit their location: solvers should fill in the four unclued grid entries to complete the picture 

ACROSS 

I Win over a hundred in race (7) 
5 Arctic hunter currently stuck in the middle of 

Bristol Bay (8. two words) 
10 Derelict kiln houses cut off (7) 
11 Organs from the Latin dub—they could 

accompany a samba (6) 
12 Runner smuggled in speech (6) 
13 Journey over and make landfall? (6, two words) 
14 What Glasgow does is provide a grant (5) 
15 Provided support as did tee when waggling (8) 
17 Shop early for Christmas? Target's stocking starts to 

bulk up (6) 
19 Ramshackle abode I'm continually reshaping In tbe 

20 Cheater hiding what could be marked between 
deuce and queen (8) 

24 Nuisance one encountered in marine ferns (8) 
26 Hospital patients seen to fill pipe are given 

retribution (S) 
30 Arabic people, some from an island (6) 
32 Tube fare? (8, two words) 
33 Double helpings of cabbage unfinished in feast 

(6) 
34 Has lady going west put to sea? (6) 
35 Tbe elephant swings this to put back ball of wood 

(5) 
36 Spinner, perhaps, with a short line in a shady spot 

(6) 
37 Jellyfish making you leap madly in pain (8) 
38 Jocks find birds after their source of salmon (7) 
39 Basses be animate — such big noises arc in order 

(8) 

DOWN 

1 Owl's nonsensical companion stays up flying with 
cold (S) 

2 Second mowing is essential to flatter M Atherton 
(10) 

3 Puddings such as Bach produced for the audience 
(61 

4 Strong raincoats save one in a storm (S) 
5 Pole joins another running around pilch (5) 
6 Paired dotty and diamond-patteraed textile 

(6) 
7 The works or pan of (hem? (8) 
S M usos crazy with love of heavy metal (6) 
9 One acting in another's place advanced to enuy in 

play (8) 
16 Plant growing from within leftover type of melon 

(7) 
18 Having disconnected lines, run wide on the wing 

(7) 
21 Dodgy peer and mole keeping quiet-there's 

something fishy about them (9) 
22 Cargoes perhaps requiring half case each 18. two 

words) 

23 Stirctog as hunter gets Tenets out (S) 
24 Twice I tucked into chop — light brown (7) 
25 Gypsy lady crystal-gazing — a racegoer swallows it 

(7) 
27 Letter about servant caught eavesdropping caused 

ruin (6) 
28 Antelope made of brass — an antique to endure 

(7) 
29 “Bugs"—an anagram reveals the contents (6) 
31 Easy PE works for those getting fat (6) 

o Q m IE IE ID IB IB IE ID ID IE ID IB 
E m m IE ID IE IE IB E D D IE ID D 
E E D E E m ID D D IE IE IE IE ID 
D ID D B ID IE D E D IB B D IE B 
D D □ E D E E E B E B E iB 
D □ El B E ID E B D E D D B D 
D El E D Q ID D E E D D B B D 
□ □ D El D D B E D B E E E B 
D D □ D D D D D □ B B E B B 
D D B B D B D D E B □ 
El D □ E E E D E D D D □ B D 
D B D B B B □ D D D E E E 
D D E E E D D E □ B E E D D 
B □I El B B □ B El B B Q B E B 

Solution and Notes for No 2355 
One-Time Pad by Dimitry 

The “temporal {= temporary) instructions" of 
the preamble appeared in the perimeter of 
the grid as initially solved, reading anti¬ 
clockwise from the top right-hand square. 
SEND TRANSFORMED TO NORMAL 
ACROSS AND DOWN: ONE ACROSS IS 
EDUCE. This leads to the solution for entry 
in which the message is concealed and every 
clued word but CODE appears, which is 
therefore to be written beneath the grid. The 
due mentioned in the preamble to help 
solvers was 10 (i.e. marked by X (ten)) which 
advised using a pencil. Bars were not 
required to be entered. 

The winner is: M A.L. Willey. Witney, Oxon. 
The runners-up are: E.C. Hunt, Norwich; 
Max Taylor. Chesterfield. Derbyshire; 
J.C. Harding, Portishead. Bristol; 
MA Trollope, Worthing. West Sussex; 
G. Muilineux, Bradford-on-Avon. Wiltshire. 

BRIDGE 

by Robert Sheehan 
A FREQUENT defensive dilemma 
is whether to persisr with the suit 
partner has led. or whether io shift 
to another one. This example is 
from a qualifying round of The 
Times Midland Private Banking 
National Bridge Challenge. 
Dealer East Loveall Pairs 

+ A83 

VAK10S 
4AJ732 
+ 7 

N 

W 
* Q 72 

i *632 
j *KOS4 
J *8*3 

W 
Pass 

T D Pass 1NT 
2TVTT Pass 3NT 

AH Pass Contract; 3NT by South. 
Lead: the jack ot dubs 

Tony Priday. player in and later 
captain of many successful British 
teams, was South, partnering his 
.wife, Vivienne. I think she was 
right to raise 1NT to 2NT — 
although that normally shows 17 
points, she had the type of hand 
where dedarer might easily be able 
to run nine tricks. 

Priday won the club lead with the 
queen and ducked the ten of 
diamonds to East's queen. East 
returned the eight of dubs, which 
held the trick (dummy discarding a 
spade). Now what should East do? 
The complete deal is at the top of 
the next column. 

*K1094 

VJ54 

• 8 
+ K J 1062 

In practice East played another 
dub; Priday took the ace and ran 
the nine of diamonds to the king, 
eventually making ten rricks when 
the hearts were 3-3. But East should 
have switched to a spade, and the 
queen is the best card. East can see 
that declarer cannot take nine 
tricks without letting him in again. 
If dedarer has three tricks in 
spades and four in hearts he would 
not be playing on diamonds if the 
clubs were wide open. When East 
takes his second diamond nick he 
can still decide whether to play 
West for AJIOxx of dubs, or for 
KJlOxx of clubs and good spades. 

West will play the ten of spades 
on Lhe queen. That clearly indicates 
to East that he should continue 
spades when he gets in. But West 
can paint the picture more vividly. 
Declarer will probably win the first 
spade with the ace. come to hand 
with the queen of hearts and play 
the nine of diamonds. On this West 
should discard the king of dubs: 
even the most obtuse East will not 
play a dub after that. 

WORD ANSWERS 

Answers from page 36 

HALDU 
[b] A tree. Adina cordifoiia. of the family 
Rubiaceae. found in Burma. India and 
Thailand. Also its yellowish hardwood 
timber. “Haldu is a bright canary- 
coloured wood notable for the smooth 
and even regularity ot the grain." 

MONTEUMAR 
(a] The name of a town in the 
department of Drflme In SE France, 
used anributively and absolutely to 
designate a type of nougat originally 
made there. 

NICE-NELLYISM 
(b) Prudery, genteelism; excessive 
prudishness of speech or behaviour. 
“Nice Nelly was conventional Ameri¬ 

can slang for a respectable woman. 
“ ‘Experience-, as absurd a nice-neUyism 
for copulation as she could conceive." 

HAP AX LEGO MEIN ON 
(b) A word or form of which only one 
instance is recorded in a literature or an 
author. Also simply hapax. The Greek 
for “(thing) once said". 

TWO BRAINS 

Answers from page 36 
Question I 
NeptuneS: Jupiter 16; Uranus L5; Saturn 
18. The number of moons orbiting each 
planet. 

Question 2 
Mercury 0.240& Venus 0.6152: Mars 
1.881; FI wo 2483. Planetary years ex¬ 
pressed m Earth years as the basic unit 

COMPUTER GAMES AND PASTIMES 

by Tim Wapshott 
MILLENNIUM Meltdown! The 
end of civilisation as we know it? 
Hopefully not Those of you who 
have asked how the dreaded mil¬ 
lennium bug will affect your home 
computing should be able to rest 
easy.This problem is largely a bug¬ 
bear of business. 

The problem is simple. Early 
programmers opted to save com¬ 
puter memory by shortening year 
endings to two numbers. So 1998 
would be saved as 98. It never 
dawned on the eggheads that their 
programmes would still be with us 
now and that 2000. saved as 00, 
might be recognised as 1900- 
Business computers may cough 
and splutter but at home we should 
not encounter problems with our 
desktops en masse. 

There are a few steps you can 
take to check your system. The 
most obvious is to set your com¬ 
puter clock to December 31, 1999. 
sit back and see what happens. If 
your PC encounters problems, call 
your supplier—if products are less 
than six years old and if the 
problem cannot be fixed, you can 
claim compensation. If you arc 
about to buy a new computer, 
check that it is “Year 2000 
compliant". 

There are also programmes you 

Find out if tbe znillenniuzn bug is going to affect your computer 

can purchase that scan for millen¬ 
nium-date problems, like Date-A- 
Fix for Windows 95. which comes 
on a floppy disc and costs £19.99. 
Loaded through MS-DOS mode, 
the programme runs five date- 
sensitive tests. To find out more 
about Data-A-Fix head for the 
company's Web site {httpT/wwn. 
date-a-fix.com). 

Apart from the computer there 
arc other electrical appliances that 
may not cope, such as videos and 
toasters, if your video fails a 1999- 
2000 rollover test then, when we get 
to 2000. you can reset the dock to 
1972. It will replicate the correct 
calender pattern to allow you to 
continue making timed recordings. 
If the toaster fails, eat cake. 

CYBERSPACE Forty-Two serves 
up £5.000 worth of prizes with Lara 
Croft memorabilia and stacks of 
bestselling titles. Time to enter is 
running out as the closing date is 
next Tuesday. April 21. 

Open to all readers, three win¬ 
ners will scoop a signed and 
framed A3 Lara Croft artwork 
original from the Tomb Raider 
titles, a limited edition Lara Croft 
brown leather flying jacket worth 
£200, Tomb Raider II on CD-Rom 
plus the merchandising pack "Le¬ 
thal. Loaded and Irresistible: 
Everything You Ever Wanted 
From Lara Croft" and a further ten 
Eidos Interactive titles — a mix of 
PlayStation and PC CD-Rom for¬ 
mats for optimum family fun. 

Ten runners-up will walk away 
with equally attractive prize bun¬ 
dles: a navy blue Eidos Interactive 
fleece jacket plus exactly the same 
software stacks as our main win¬ 
ners — Tomb Raider II and the 
Lara Croft merchandising pack 
plus ten other assorted Eidos best¬ 
sellers. 

The theme for Cyberspace Forty- 
Two is “HAL's Revenge — Two 
Thousand and Gone". To enter, 
you must imagine that you are on a 
life support machine and HAL, 
Arthur C. Clarke’s menacing com¬ 

puter in 2001: A Space Odyssey 
decides to turn you off. You have 
four minutes to convince him to 
turn you bode on. In no more than 
150 words, continue the following 
conversation in the funniest pos¬ 
sible way: “Don't do it, HAL.. .** 

Equally important is the second 
part of the competition. Paramount 
Pictures has won the rights to Lara 
Croft for a live action movie spin¬ 
off vehicle for the game character. 
The search is on to cast Lara and 
front-runners include Liz Hurley 
and Rhona Mitra. For port two of 
Cyberspace Forty-Two, nominate 
the most unsuitable person to play 
the snake-hipped hero and explain 
your reasons. 

Your entry must include your 
name, address and telephone num¬ 
ber. Since Tomb Raider II carries a 
15 certificate, if you are younger 
please get your parents’ permission 
before entering and include your 
age in your details. Postal entries 
should be sent to Cyberspace Forty- 
Two, Computer Games and Pas¬ 
times, Weekend. The Times, I 
Pennington Street, London El 
9XN. E-mail entries may be sent to 
iyber@dircon.co.uk so long as they 
are headed “Cyberspace Fbrty- 
Two". Normal Times competition 
rules apply. 

NEW SOFTWARE 

THERE JS a worryingly predict¬ 
able trend now of companies 
releasing annual sequels to any 
game which sells well. But with the 
arrival of Need for Speed HI, 
Electronic Arts is not even waiting 
a full year between products. 
Although l am an avid fan of this 
racing series, in marketing, as m 
comedy, timing is everything. 

I reviewed Need for Speed II in 
this column last June and now, 
nine months later, we have the 
follow-up. Easily as compelling as 
its two predecessors, the game 
thrusts you into the driving seat for 
some unparalleled racing fun on 
open roads. A dutch of sharp new 
features indudes hot-pursuit mode, 
in which police cars give chase 
when you are speeding and will lie 
in wait with roadblocks and even 
tyre spikes to ensure that you do 
not escape them. If you are caught 
three times, you are arrested and 
taken off the road. 

The game is terrific, loaded with 
exceptional choices, onscreen infor¬ 
mation and outstanding graphics. I 
can foresee a problem for Electron¬ 
ic Arts releasing another sequel in 
the series so quickly, though: rather 
than buy it, owners of Need for 
Speed 11 might return that to get 
themselves an upgrade and save a 
bundle into the bargain. 

Verdict: 9 out of 10. Exceptional 
racing sequdl. £39.99. 

PENGUINS can help you type 
better, at least they can in 
Mindscape’s Mavis Beacon 
Teaches Typi“B Wk The latest 
update of the most successful 
typing tutor includes a new game 
called Penguin Crossing set in a 3D 
Antarctic environment Hone typ¬ 
ing skills and speeds by leading 
penguins around ice-floes. 

Type faster with Mavis Beacon 

Thanks to sinister-sounding 
“Adaptive Response Technology", 
the training programme monitors 
your ability and progress, then 
tailors itself to your strengths and 
weaknesses. By doing this, it helps 
to give your typing a smooth 
rhythm regardless of whether you 
are a fairly slow or rather compe¬ 
tent typist. To accompany the 
rhythm, you can opt for a choice of 
background music styles like easy 
listening, jazz or mystic new-age. 

The title has several other new 
features, accommodating “natural” 
ergonomic keyboards as well as 
standard QWERTY boards. A 25- 
minute live-action training video 
demonstrates ways to avoid repeti¬ 
tive strain injury, suggesting cor¬ 
rect sitting positions and hand 
placements along with some spe¬ 
cial exercises. You can also 
download content from a dedicated 
Mavis Beacon website [http:// 
mavisbeiuon.com) to add more 
variety to the typing lessons and 
practice drills. Mavis Beacon 
Teaches Typing 8.0 runs on 486 or 
higher machines running Win¬ 
dows 3.1 or Windows 95. 
■ Verdict 8 out of 10. Eccefleiti 
lewarn to toochg lyope tutor. 
£29.99, 
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lip-rangers 
The winner of a collection of Oxford University Press titles, worth £100. is Miss EA. Edworthy of Exeter, Devon 



modern manners 

by John Morgan 
Send vour queries to Morgan’s Modem Manners, The Times, Weekend, 

l Pennington Street. London El 9XN 

ffSj 1 should like to take a step 
further your recent answer 

saying that a husband, the host 
should order his wife's chosen 
meal when dining with her in a 
restaurant I dine frequently with 
female business acquaintances 
who are acting as the host and 
paying for my meal. More often 
than not however, even at some of 
the very best restaurants, and even 
though my female host has chosen 
and ordered the wine, the waiter 
shows me, the male, the bottle and 
invites me to taste it 

When this happens. I remind 
the waiter politely that the lady 
ordered the wine and leave It to 
him to rectify what I believe is his 
mistake. On other occasions, 
when I know my host welt I smile 
discreetly at her and, to save 
embarrassment to the waiter, nod 
in acceptance of the wine 1 heard 
my host choose and carry out the 
tasting. How would you read? — 
Don Gomery, Rotherfield, East 
Sussex. 
nr~| 1 hope with grace _ 
LA| bur firmness. jdS&k 
Restaurants are one of mmM 
the last bastions of jffijpi 
sexism. There are. 
however, various little 
tricks that the male VVEyi 
guest can perform to faF 
encourage restaurant £- 
staff to treat a female r.;: 
host with respect. J 'nL\ 
These include: gestur- A 'Ay*, 
ing towards the 
woman when the wait- 
er approaches you for i 
the food order, wine 
choice or. indeed, with 
the bill. .Ail these areas are the 
prerogative of the host, regardless 
of gender. Although many women 
hosts invite the male guest to 
choose and taste the wine, this 
gesture is within her gift and not 
that or a presumptuous waiter. 

From time to time we have 
friends or relatives stay with 

us. They have full and private use 
of a bathroom. However, as the 
bathroom docs not have a shower, 
we normally offer the use of our 
en-suile shower. Our question: 
should we expect or ask our guests 
to wipe around the shower cubide 
after their use? Also, would your 
answer apply to both British and 
American guests? — NJ Hill, 
Bridgwater. Somerset 

The mark of a good guest is 
someone who leaves the bath¬ 

room exactly as he would like to 
find it This little social grace 
applies to ail nationalities. 

FTI I am manager of a hotel 
MJ health dub. 1 often find the 
constant flow of dub users quite 
rode and discourteous. I always 
lead my staff by example and greet 
our dub users with a welcoming 
smile and a "Hello, how may 1 
helpyonr However. 1 find that an 
increasing number of people 
make no effort to acknowledge 
our offer of help. Often 1 find that 
people enter the facility, approach 

the desk and utter their room 
number, or just say "lower, 
obviously with the expectation that 
I wfll defer to them without fuss. 
Am 1 right to complain about 
what I see as rudeness, or as I’m 
offering a service that is expected 
by our dub users, do 1 "put up and 
shut up"? — Robert Thackeray. 
Reading, Berkshire. 
Arm afraid that as you are in a 

service industry there’s not 
much you can do other than behave 
with such exemplary politeness 
that your good manners may rub 
off on your ill-bred clients. Alterna¬ 
tively. in extremis, you might 
consider changing your job to a 
dub with a better dass of customer. 
They do exist 

[q| Occasionally some of ns are 
!_^J invited to stay with friends or 
relations in a stately home — 
maybe once a year for a weekend. 
In this case should one leave a tip 
for the staff, as a house party of, 
say, 20 means a lot of work behind 

the scenes. Should Hany distinction be 
made between rela¬ 
tions or friends own¬ 
ing the home? If one 
should leave a tip, 
how much per person 

~ for a 24-hour slay? — 
Martin Plumtre. 

W- Shropshire. 
*v— fAl House guests 

LAI should always tip 
staff, with no discrinii- 
nation between houses 
owned by aunts or 
acquaintances — after 
all, the workload is the 

same. The going rate varies, but 
should never be less than £5 per 
person per night If. however, you 
are staying in a very grand house 
with lots of staff it is sensible to 
consult your hostess to find out 
what she considers appropriate. 

fQl Is there any significance, in 
LVI fashion terms, on the man¬ 
ner in which the stripes on lies 
fall? Some ran diagonally from 
the left shoulder, slanting to the 
right some from the right shoul¬ 
der to the left waist I once heard 
that the former was "English" in 
concept the latter "American". — 
Geoffrey Bubb, West Midlands. 
HT] In Britain it has always been 
1AJ the custom for the stripes to 
run from top left to bottom right 
This is known by the evocative and 
chivalrous epithet “from heart to 
sword". In America the slant is 
reversed. The origin of this is 
unknown, although there is an 
apocryphal story of a style setter 
who brought a British club tie bade 
to America and was so pleased with 
it that he asked his tailor to make 
some more. However, he over¬ 
looked foe fact that he was gazing 
in a mirror at the time he placed the 
order, and thus the stripes were 
reversed. It is alleged that from this 
mistake the American variation 
(high-right, low-left) was born. 
• The author is associate editor oj 
CQ. 

wmmA 
PIJLOTKJRTHE 

YI*ES,WGBVH'VE<SOT \VL 
ASPUTflNG t£AM£M£AND 
A THROAT DRIER THAN A \ 
CAMEL'S SPHINCTER. YOU'D / 

BETTER CALL A DOCTOR! . 

OPEN WIDE AND SAY 
AAAAAARGH,YER FENIAN- 
LOVIN' BARSTEWARP! 

NOT LONG NOW, 
BOSS. HE'LL BE 
HERE IN A JIFFY! 

WORD WATCHING 

by Philip Howard 

HALDU 
a. Sour cream sweet 
b. A yellow tree 
c Boycott of shops 

MONTE LI MAR 
a. Nougat 
b. An ocean mountain 
c. The sea urchin . 

NICENELLY1SM 
a. A primitive heresy 
b. Prudery 
c. A kind of acne 

HAPAX LEGOMENON 
a. Red cabbage 
b. A solitary instance 
c. A lyric metre 

Answers on page 35 

TWO BRAINS 

by Raymond Keene 

The Herschel family, active in the 18th and 
19th centuries, was extraordinarily produc¬ 
tive in astronomical discovery. Sir Frederick 
william Hersdid (1738-1822) discovered 
Uranus in 1781. He also discovered two 
satellites of Saturn and the rotation of 
Saturn's rings. His sister. Caroline Lucretia 
Herschel, discovered eight comets, several 
nebulae and published a star catalogue, 
while Sir Frederick William's son. Sir John 
Frederick William Herschel, discovered 525 
nebulae and clusters and in 1848 became 
President of the Royal Astronomical Society. 

If earth - 1. match these names and num¬ 
bers: Neptune, Uranus, Saturn, Jupiter 
18.8.16.15 

Question 2 
If earth - L match these names and num¬ 
bers: Pluto. Mars, Venus, Mercury 
02408,0.6152.1.881.2485 

Answers on page 35 

I don’t often have the time to 
solve a crossword these days, 
but a few weeks back l found 

myself settling down with a 
Guardian puzzle, as 1 listened to 
an excellent young traditional 
singer and munched shingara 
(samosa in English) an the 
Santhruketan Express, that runs 
between Calcutta and the site of 
the university founded by Tagore. 
The Guardian is syndicated 
each Sunday in The Statesman, 
the Calcutta newspaper. For the 
other six days of the week, 1 am 
glad to say, they use our puzzles. 
1 visited the offices of The 
Statesman (taking a break from 
watching the Australians being 
pul through the wringer at Eden 
Park) and discovered that they 

CROSS WORDS 

have been recycling our 
crosswords for 50 years; they also 
reprint many articles from The 
Times. I am looking forward to 
reading what the young reporter, 
Nessa Bose, who interviewed 
me. makes of out discussions if 
and when she writes a piece 
about me. 

Our crossword is very popu¬ 
lar, I was told — and considered 
the best and most challenging — 
among Anglophile Indians who 
have a remarkably deep know¬ 
ledge of British culture (as illus¬ 
trated. for example, in Tom 
Stoppard's play Indian Ink). 
However, just as there are novel¬ 
ists writing in Bengali as good if 
not better than the likes of 
Salman Rushdie and Vikram 

Seth who wrire in English, .fieri ' 
is, I discovered with the helgaf 
77-year-old Nilima Mukherjee^ 
tradition of subtle :ctq&. 
crosswords in Bengali. TTwjjritfc 
are smaller, since each sqo&£- 
contains not a single letter, but§^ 
compound symbol corral 
ponding roughly to a syQaHeA 
Bengalis delight in verbal-aid 
literary banter and wordptaft. 
and the clues, as mterpmrsffcp 
me. use devices not ro diffc$h^ 
from those found in our cryptfe: 
clues, and also contain many? 
literary references. Next wee&f 
wiD give some examples frop^i 
puzzle in ■ the Bengali da^?f 
Bartaman (meaning TodaffJ^^' 
• The writer is Crossword editor'-i . 
of The Times ■- Hy‘ 

PICTURE LINE 

It started as a wart 
on my elbow 

READERS are invited to 
suggest what was said when 
American President Bill Clinton 
met space-suit technician 
Amy Ross. 

This picture will appear again 
next week with an entry chosen 
from those submitted. 

Send "speech bubble" 
suggestions—only on postcards, 
please — with your name and 
address to Picture Line, Weekend. 
The Times. 1 Pennington Street, 
E19XN. 
The closing date is Wednesday, 
April 22. 

Last week's winning caption, 
left, was submitted by Gary 
H inch cliffe, of Bridlington, East 
Yorkshire. 

QUOTES OF THEWEEK 

v • A" ■ 
a - : V: 
'4Rt •" 

“Well done Trimble." — New graffito in 
Belfast 

“The mother of all treacheries." — Ian 
Paisley on the Northern Ireland peace 
agreement 

"It is presumably quite difficult to born a 
bail." — Lord Damfqy, whose mother-ui-: 
tow’s incinerated veil is now thought to 
constitute the Ashes 

"There is no reason why people cannot 

come to France and enjoy the atmosphere 
of the matches.” — French tourism minister 
Michelle Demessine invites ticketless foot¬ 
ball fans to France for the World Cup 

"If they don't want our money, Jamaica and 
Belize are just itching for it" — Passenger 

y on lesbian cruise ship banned from visiting 
the Bahamas 

“It is good for David Blanket! to experience 
what teachers have to pul up with from 

unruly pupils." — Union leader Nigel de 
Grucfty on heated NUT conference in 
Blackpool 

"If they say Mummy would have wanted 
this, I would Eke to do something.”—Earl 
Spencer on consulting Princes William and 
Harry about his Diana memorial plans at 
Althorp 

“Bicycles do take op space and time to tie 
up and look after." — P&O spokesperson 

justifies derision to charge for cydists pR 
cross-Channel ferries 

“What, I should like to know, is so 
about being cool, anyway?” — Coma^t 
Ben Elton criticises the New Lab^r, 
rebranding of the UK as cool Britannia-11' 

"No technology in the work! is 
against them”— Timber treatment 
a colony of termites found in QemC 
years after it had been ’’destroyed" r 

JUMBO CROSSWORD 161 

The prize for the first correct solution to be opened will be a 
collection of five Oxford University Press titles, the world’s 
most trusted reference books, valued at more than £100. 

Included are The Oxford English Reference Dictionary and 
The Oxford Dictionary of Literary Quotations. Entries should 

be sent to: Jumbo Crossword 161, The Times, 1 Pennington 
Street London El 9XN to arrive by Thursday, April 30. The 
name of the winner will be published in Weekend on May 2 
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ACROSS 

1 In hiding male boxer made 
challenge (6) 

4 Timothy's great success — 
grasping I had lonely wife (JL5) 

10 Plan the French page, showing 
tiie country’s emblem (5,4) 

16 Aviator snaps up very veiy cheap 
runabout (7) 

17 One in rock backing makes profit 
(5) 

18 Do wrong feeding diffident snob, 
serving wore with ice (6,7) 

19 Act derisively, and use piece of 
dental floss $23,1 AJ5) 

21 The rounds, after misfire, fell 
short (9) 

23 One with waistfine spreading is 
forking (4,2,4) 

24 Conservative and defeated 
candidate become more intimate (6) 

27 It ups the pressure, using mostly 
fish as starter to excellent dish (17) 

29 Yellow or green? (9) 
30 Desert me. failing to complete 

ceremony (5) 
32 People ben: in France have 

succeeded in producing lenses (7) 
34 Bath, perhaps — exact spot in 

which to find goddess (8-5) 
36 Environmentalists recycled 

matchwood (9) 
39 New currency given to masseur — 

see the point? He knows about 
reflexes (J7) 

42 I’m legendary, and yet 1 shouldn't 
be set apart (10.7) 

43 Power of record with a noisy bear 
(9) 

44 Pantomime excerpts featuring 
these days in colourful French art 

46 Defenceless Cockney safe and 
sound (7) 

48 Joined pieces of wood cut at 45 
degrees — or possibly 30 (5) 

50 “Bighead"—some have this 
thrust upon them (9) 

52 Why does one root for 
camouflaged troop carrier? 
(63.2,4) 

56 Pound gets you some of tiie 
crispestlettuces (6) 

57 Take one’s bow to finish the 
match? (3.3.4) 

60 Guide first of climbs in part of 
Asia—a rocky peak (9) 

62 Mischief doesn't deserve 
resounding whacks — it cant be 
justified (3.4.2.3.53.6) 

66 Start off diverting the rest—it 
may be a tarantula (7,6) 

67 Yank's countryman receiving 
nothing (5) 

68 Skin that is shown by bridge- 
players squeezed in diamonds (7) 

69 Did not agree outside of one 
vessel is damaged (9) 

70 He classifies diseases by numbers 
0-43 —it's silly (10) 

71 Investigator, in study, completely 
rqeaed mineral 16) 

DOWN 

I Uncertain of the moment Jack left 
(4) 

2 Womaniser could become 
randier, with bdp (11) 

3 I get over a disordered mind 
(433) 

5 Discovered hidden significance 
concerning notice in no man’s 
land (4,733) 

6 One knowing all the answers 
disposed to cram least (5.4) 

7 Fish —a cry goes up—“Well 
catch itT (4-3) 

8 Denying taunt about broadcast 
that's cliquey (9) 

9 News-writer excited about 
introduction of unusual sausage 
(11) 

10 SwotupononeGuglieimo,a 
physicist (7) 

11 Small pot (6) 
12 Engaged in fight doctor and 
ex-PM almost scooped by journalist 
(9) 
13 Miss Dunn leaves the Oval with 

no extra message (5) 
14 Away game walkover for Scots? 

(5,6) 
15 Dry but not quiet vault (4) 
20 Raised help to send out less 

urgent messages, initially using 
several channels (10) 

22 Stalk and bag head of moose (5) 
25 Politician's party ism time (9) 
26 Australian tree used as name 

given to Asian currency (8) 
28 Claudius, queasy, eats nothing 

slightly tart (9) 
29 City HGV emits carbon and 

retards growth of sunflowers? 
(9.10) 

31 This’ll pull a bird — that’s the 
point about it! (7) 

33 Some excavators in use to produce 
cavity (5) 

34 Being in the field, maybe deal 
with computer accessory (4-5) 

35 Software for good computer 
memory (7) 

37 Bring without bouquet makes 
love sullen? Not so! (9) 

38 Smeared Leader during run-up (8) 
40 Will S.’S wife put up with this dye? 

41 Stock of wood might be marred 
by it no) 

44 Turned on and set up treble (4-7) 
45 No wonder DDT gets rubbished 

-V V 
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No 1383 

ACROSS DOWN 
1 Hurt; indulgent spell (5) I Concentrate (on) (5) 
7 Documented; formally but 2 Partner’s family (2-4) 

not practically (2,5) 3 Gallows (6) 
8 Distinction; bullet diameter 4 Carries out; some deerW 
n U _ 5 Dormant potentially there $ 
9 Doncaster classic (2,5) 6 Bo isterous partying 0) 

I^5^WSUndSlikC 10 At which to aim (6) - - 
i* r- 12 Baby’s toy; loosecompo- 
^^^aUSSUm nent noise (6) 

ic 14 V Woolf novet-Forioso 

o ?S^Wa?5hipW (Ariosttim 
19 Aptitude; ancient money (6) 16 Haitian animism© " 
21 Riflfrfixedslabber(7) ,7 Fester(6) 

2 - 18 Meal, food (6) - .7 
24. Defer to another time (7) 20 Royal house of HemyVll.ffT- 
25 Comeuxwritedown(5) 22 Armouredvrinctefoe!- / 

holder (4) 

SOLUTION TO NO 1382 
ACROSS: 6 dock watcher 7 Silent 8 Sombre 9 Sloe 
10 Honorary 12 Bacteria 16 Slum 18 Kitbag 20Sumn®-".' 
21 Accidentally 

DOWN: 1 Movement 2 Sketch 3 Samson 4 Scam . R 
5 Terror 6ChflI 11 Resemble 13 Apiece 14 Ragged 
15 Assets 17 Unity 19 Brie 

47 Oddly darker and terrifying (5) 
49 Crowds around race on Long 

Island observed murders (11) 
51 Galfoy's chat show looking up (9) 
53 Runs into the ground where 

bowler’s session does the trick (9) 
54 Day-old chick—line briefly 

offered among many (9) 
55 Find cutey resolved to show 

productiveness (9) 
58 Flat in North Strcatham — [ paid 

inordinate deposit up front (7) 
59 Name applied to a right whale? 

Not quite (7) 
61 The importance of saying “Hang 

on" (6) 
63 Binds Hemingway detailed (5) 
64 Carefully examine suit (4) 
65 TiDer made of hard wood (4) 
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